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Morpeth Rural District Council.

ANNUAL REPORT ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH
AND SANITARY CONDITIONS FOR
THE YEAR . 1920.
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(AENTLEMEN,

We have not yvet, after over two years since the armistice, returned
to normal conditions altered by the war. Indeed we are in a more
critical condition than ever we have heen owing to unrest in difficult
adjustment of labour conditions. My report therefore will deal entirely
with the vital conditions, and the 1mportant Sanitary state of the dis-
trict resulting from altered circumstances since the Great War, as well
as the results of the enforced delay in many schemes in drainage, water
supply, and building. The nation in debt to some thousand millions,
forgot that a nation as well as “ a man must sit down and count the
cost.”  The Uptopia idea of garden cities at a subsidised rent is in it-
self wrong. Every industry must pay its own way. I'his [ say outside
any politics, is esential for the progress of any industry.

Population.  We are told by the Registrar General to estimate
the population at 14 800 for both Births and Deaths. This I consider
is much below the actual population. Our houses number 3,004,
and overcrowding is very serious having rizen to nearly 8 persons per
house, so that if we estimate the population at 7 times the number of
houses, we get a population of 21,028, In the 1911 Census, the popula-
tion was 17,383, There must therefore be some mistake, and I consider
that to-days population must be over 18,000 if not considerably more.
However, my estimates must be made on the Registrar's figures.

The number of houses inspected was over 1,000 ; dairies and cow-
sheds, 47 ; slanghter houses, 20 ; bakehouse, ome ; and to other work-
shops, 51 ; 65 houses were disinfected. Notices were served in the
following instanees : - Eight cases of nuisancies existing at Chevington
Whitefield, arising from full and foul ashpits and privies.

Structural elhanges have heen earried out in Longhirst Colliery
honses

The Honsing Committee has had  oveat difficnlties to contend



with in supplying new houses. Estimates eannot he given. Plans and
estimates may be drawn out one week and repudiated the next. In
spite of these difficulties, plans have been made and passed for the
erection of 100 houses at Pegswood, 60 at Ellington, 70 at Widdring-
ton, 60 at Whitefield, Chevington, 100 at Broomhill, 60 at North
Seaton, 60 at Linton, 2 at I'hirston, 3 at Longhorsley, 2 at Netherwit-
ton, 2 at Hartburn, 3 at Meldon Park Corner, and plans have been
drawn out for others at Lightwater, Dunce’s House, Benridge, and at
G ubeon, and at Cambo.

These houses are urgently required to relieve the overcrowding in
the colliery districts. At Thirston and Pegswood some houses are al-
most completed. and so far nothing has relieved the overcrowding
which still stands at the alarming figure of 7°3 persons per lhouse.  ‘l'o
relieve this and to keep up a constant supply requires over 770 new
houses.

The most congested areas are : Stobswood, Widdrington, Cheving-
ton, and Broomhill to the north, and North Seaton and egswood to the
south. The long deferred sewage disposal to the sea in the northern
districts has been started. Also the supply of water from the Hebron
Hill reservoir is to receive a supplementary supply from Fenrother
where boring has resulted in a good head of water which will gravitate
to join the Hebron supply, and on the way will give good water to Fen-
rother, Tritlington, and Ulgham, whilst the joint supply will, if we re-
ceive Government support, go to Stohswood, Widdrington, and its new
houses, to Chevington, Broomhill, and Chevington Drift.  This will, if
we receive the Government’s sanction for a loan be of enormous advant-
age to the distriet.

During the yearalong with the Government's Inspector, 1 have
gone over most of the houses in North Broomhill, South Broombhill,
Widdrington, Stobswood, Longhirst, and Pegswood, and have given
special reports as to conditions found in those villages. Many of the
houses in those areas are of a similar type, built about 40 years ago,
and are badly constructed and with no ventilation in the upper rooms.
“antries are left open to the invasion of flies which breed in the ashpits
not & vards distant.

My report on Pegswood is applicable to the other villages and may
be included in this report. 1 made the inspection with the local re-
presentatives on the board and repeated the inspection with the Govern-
ment Inspector. It briefly was as follows :

Accompanied by the representatives of the Couneil in Pegswood, [
visited and inspected that village (on May 20th). In some eases the
delapidation is as bad as any in the distriet  'T'he open channel system
for draining all the old rows of Liouses is bad and in a great many places
offensive and broken down.

Porteaxp Prace —These are a bad type of two-roomed houses - all
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have damp walls, the upper rooms which are reached by a ladder, have
no fire-places ; the windows do not open, and there is no ventilation.
The houses are clean and well kept. There is no cement footpath to
privies and ashpits, and this causes much dirt to be ecarried into the
houses. There are sculleries provided with windows eomposed of open
slats, with no protection from flies. This is the case in all the old
hiouses in the village.

Cavesmsn Prace.—The houses here are three-roomed, one on the
ground-floor and two up-stairs, reached by a step-ladder. All the walls
are damp. The lighting is bad, and the windows open by sliding.

Howarn Corraces. —Three-roomed : one on ground-floor, and two
above. T'he windows are low, but slide open - walls are damp.

sSeexcer 'Lace. —Three-roomed houses: ground-floor, kitchen very
damp ; two rooms up-stairs, no ventilation ; no paved footpath. Many
of these houses are very damp, and the kitchens in many cases are below
the ground level, and are apt to be flonded. The spouting is defec-
tive or wanting. These houses want immediate repairs,

D Warpex Prace. - These are two-roomed houses of a very old type.
Pit-falls have upset the walls and floors. ‘The kitchens are below the
level of the gardens

Loxgairst T'Ernace. -~ Three-roomed houses of the worst type. All
the walls are bad and damp. The ceilings are down in many cases. In
some cases bricks ean be lifted out of the walls. The pantry accommoda-
tion is very open and delapidated. ‘The lower half of this row is the worst
in the village. The three lowest houses are apt to be flooded as the
gully at the end is not large enough to carry away heavy rain floods.
In one such floor the floor of the last house was six inches under a flood
of sewage. These are not fit for human ocenpation.

Borrar Terrack —These are three-roomed houses in bad eondition ;
very damp walls and floors.  Since 1 made this report a great many
minor improvements have been made, walls have been repaired, spouts
are being put in onler, the drains arve better kept, and ashpits are more
regularly eleaned.  Many more mmprovements have been promised as
well s a4 new sewerage svstem.

The Government Inspector commenting on my report says “Briefly,
the defects and sanitary deficiencies extend from the lack of sufficient
drainage to the almost absolute lack of through ventilation, and from
absence of the most necessary domestic facilities, and demands of
comunon decency, t the possession of conveniencies, etc., which are
totally unsuitable and a positive sonrce of danger.

“ Nearly every factor which militates against health in housing
exists in these houses.”
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In the early part of the year I accompanied the Government
Housing Inspector over the houses which | have from time to time re-
ported to be in a bad condition.

Lowguirst Corniery. —I need not go into details here as the houses
are being put into a temporarily good eondition soas to relieve congestion.

Stopswoon Woop  Row. —These houses he condemmed entirely.
They are one-roomed houses with a loft.  In some cases these lofts are
used as bedrooms, which had been entively forbidden.

\]I"IT‘III}IHH{:'['{,IH Bus Row.--These houses were not considered so ])';1(],
but the want of ventilation in the upper rooms he entirely condemned.
This could be remedied by putting in sky-lights which would open.

Wipprmixeron CoLLIERY VILLAGE.—The same applies to these houses,
and there is a good deal of overcrowiing.

SovtH Broouuiin. —The Wood Row lhe considered unfit for habi-
tation, and several other houses in this area he utterly condemned.

Norta BroomuinL, Stone Row.—These houses Le considered the
worst in the district. They consist of one room each, and there is much
overcrowding. lle thinks they should he turned into two-roomed
houses as they were originally. He recommended that as soon as
Government sanction for a loan was obtained, new houses should be
built at Widdrington so that Stobswood Wood Houses should be de-
molished, and the Stone Row houses at North Broomhill shouid be con-
verted Into two-roomed houses. ‘The site at Widdrington must be
secured as soon as possible, to relieve the congestion in this area.

I may add that on the whole he considered the housing accom-
modation in the distriet was good and rather above the average.

The great Sewerage System has at last been started, but uncertain
labour and changed value of contracts even now delay matters, and fresh
enquiries are being made.

The New Sewerage System at North Seaton is now fairly begun,
and will improve this village greatly. The building and enclosing
paved yards to each house, the newly tar macadamised road and other
things done here has effected a vast improvement. It will also be
necessary to take into consideration building a new dairy farm. The
old steading will not last long and has some serions defects.

The New Water Supply running in much the same lines as the
drainage has also had a Government inquiry, and uncertainity remains.
Besides the Tynemouth supply a supplement has been recommended
from a Boreliole at Fenrother, which promises an excellent and copious
supply.
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The Seavenging of the district has on the whole been satisfactory.

Sites for an Infectious Hospital have been inspected, and two have
been recommended to the Committee. One on a neighbouring site to
the Smallpox Hospital and the other at Morpeth Moor. The Government,
to cut down expenses, has recommended central hospitals for several
districts in combination, and again, things are at a stand still. As early
as possible an infectious hospital must be had whether in combination
or for the Council's own use.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Birta 1tate.— The number of births registered during the year
was 445 (239 males, 206 females). This is equal to rate of 30 per 1000,

Dear Hate. — The total number of deaths in the district including
the Asyvlum was 340. Excluding the Asylum the number was 206
(134 deaths in the Asylum). This gives a total death rate of 22.2 per
1000, and in the district itself a rate of 13.9 per 1000 (10.2 would be

more correct.)

Tne Israwmiez Dearn Rare.  The number of deaths amongst
children under 1 vear was 35 (3 being illegitimate) which is equal to a
rate of children horn in the distriet of 114.1. This is the second lowest
number recorded, but as the population is much underestimated the
rate seems out of all proportion.

Pursosary ‘Teeercurosis.—The number of cases was 10 which
gives a rate per 1000 of 0.60.

The futlowing table shows the six important diseases : —

18018 1920
Diseases. ¢l 2s el 22
5% 28 |s&| 28
Sl == 2l 9=

<& POl
Pulmonarey Phohisis ... f 14 [ 0,89 § 10 | 060
All Tuberenlar Diseases .18 ]| 1.2 18] 12
All Respivatory 3523 40 | 27
Cuancer ... ...1 18 . 1-2 14 | 0-94
Infections I'leﬂ.he-c 07 o (] 7| 047
Diarrheea (under 2 vears) .. 21013 4 | 0.27

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

In the Morpeth Rural Distriet apart from the Asylum, 144 infectious
cuses have been notified whieh is about the average, as Measles is now
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not notified. In the Asylum there have been 56 cases notified, all of
which are tubercular diseases.

T'he cases in the district are . -

Diphtheria ... . e O
Scarlet Fever el
Erysipelas ... R
Tuberculos Meningitis .. R
Pulmonary Tuberculosis ... 5 e 14
Other Tubercular Diseases 5
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ... 4
Enteric Fever 0
Malaria : 3
Cerebro Spinal Meningitis 1
Encephilitis Lethargica 1

There has been no serious apidﬂmiu. The nn[.r p]a{'w‘i threatened
were Pegswood and Broombill, hut in no ease was it serious.  There
were only seven deaths from Infections diseases.  So that it cannot he
said that there was any serions outhreak.

The following table shows the disteibution of the diseases inelud-

ing the Asylum, also the ecauses of death and the Sanitary Inspector’s
Report.

I am, vours obediently,

o R bl L [ L
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TABLE I.

Causes of Death in Morpeth R.D., 18920.

Causes oF DEATH. Males. Females.
Civilians only.—All Causes ... 112 I 94
Enteric Fever s ;
Small-pox .. .
Measles
Scarlet Fever . - | 1
Whooping congh ... 2 I
Diptheria and eroup | 1
Influenza ... 2 i 1
Erysipelas .. 1 |
Pulmonary tuberculosis 6 : 4
Tuberculons meningitis 1 ]
Other tuberculous diseases = a
Cancer, malignant disease ... i} T
Rhenmatic fever s
Menengitis = 1 3
Organic heart disease 13 10
Bronchitis.. 2 T
Pneamonia {u.ll furm:s} = 12 o
Other respivatory diseases ... 2 2
Diarrheea, &ec. (under 2 years). 2 2
Appendicitis & typhlitis 1 1
Cirrhosis of liver 1
Aleoholism 2
Nephritis and Bnghts disease 4 o
Pueperal fever ; ' 1
Parturition, apart from pue;:e: al fever 2
Congenital debility, &e. £ 8 7
Violence apart from suicide 7
Suicide 1
Other defined diseases 36 bt
Causes ill-defined or unknown 1 ok

Special Canses (included above)
Cerebo-spinal fever
Poliomyelitis

Deaths of infants under 1 year
of age, Toral

Illegitimate

ToTaL Hmrus

legitimate
Illaginlnmte

PoPULATION lFm‘ hu‘ths and deaths, T

Grxeral. RegisTErR OFFICE,
Somuerskr Housk,
Lowpon, W.C.
April, 1921,

20 | 16
9 1
230 206
993 195
16 | 1
14./800
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Sanitary Inspector’s Annual Ref
(Sanitary Officers Order, 1910, Art. X

_ g 1 SAl
HOUSING. VATER | paiNace | oo
SUPPIL.Y It
1‘1."' i Cj | :' = |
= = |25 ] [ i
Bl il wl® EE e lg |8 23l E |z
2Bl SlelesiEsl 2l E | =2 £2| 5 |5 as
B - - - =t e = ' = et -
= [Bsl 4|8 =238 2] 8 |2 22| & |2 83
in |z 2|3 E2E5 5 = 7 = |= = = |2 %8
22| |3 E2Sa| E|E |2 |2 22 2 |55,
=~ 2ol 2 | 2 222 = = = > S=| = |=54
Number of Inspections made E ol 4
i .
W | F (| P 2 21
Number of Defects or contraven-| E L....f.f. ool | e o 4
tions of bye-laws found i, P e B e | | s
Number of Defects, ete., outstand- e e Rt Fees | 2l il il I
ing from previous year... R [T o FSEIS, ST (SUR P SN (R RSN PRI e ST VL
Number of informal notices by E |....1.... | o, e Pse
inspector .. e W l QO SR PR ST 21 &
Numberof defects or contraventions| E |..... . | O
remedied after informal notice.., W [ | ofoeees . ; ‘ ...... 2 2i
Number of statutory notices served E ... | - W [ B
by Local Authority I N ey S s B | S B e
Numberof defects or contraventions e e e e (B s | ......................
remedied after statutory notice] W L.l ....f.o EEEY RN o e e |
| |
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WORK EFFECTED.
6. !
FPRIVY ASHPITS.
Abolished
T:Ei__h' | | e i | Roofed over
E"‘ 7 | » |=p ¢ |4 [Repaired S
LI 2 _=*_( 3 B | w ] W.C's. Substituted ... rnr il
e |2 |w [T | = |22l B |8 Ashelosets
o 21 [E]g|2188 2818
= | R (e R (B i et | B T j
E = e & | e lz=|"8 | = DiAINAGE,
; | = i alle & | = |23 s = MNew Drains prnriderl L]
L Il |22 2|5 | = ?'E E | 3 Defective drains relaid 2
z =3l @ [EE|2& | =2 |2 |58 5 = - repaired 2
B B3l o ISz S |2 | & lz2|lda | & |TOTALS New traps provided ...
= | =] =] === | ——|——f——]—— Inspn. ehambers provided
11 | 140 60 4 | 172 301
| Warkre SurpPLy.
S b [ T ) BTy I I ] 80 Wells closed =
. f Piped supplies provided e )1
T R R ST | : ,,,,, i | By | 15 Mo, of houses aflected S L.
..................... lravaas]anian .|
| | | Disi NFECTION,
o R (LR | S Houses disinfected .. E 61
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, = W 4
Schools
il SR | ...... | e [ S (S e ] Unsounn Foom.
| | Seized
il | ) [t e \San et el [ R 15 Surrendered
2 o Pl W W It e e 8
| = Rivir Ponrurion. .
S L ] (e R (R e P ity S 8 Instances remedied ...
NS e R I S. ). Works provided
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