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Public Health Depariment,
Town Hall,
Morecambe and Heysham.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Boroungh of
Morecambe and leysham,

Me. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to present to you my annual report on the health of
the borough during the year 1945,

The form of the report and the matters dealt with are
in accordance with directions received from the Ministry of
Health this year.

During 1945 the Ilealth Department was still handicapped
by shortage of staff and this entailed the omission of certain
work regularly earried out in normal times.

As a eonsequence of the coming into foree of the Education
Aet, 1944, reports on the health of the sehool children will in
future be made to the County School Medieal Officer and
imeorporated in the reports presented by him to the County
Couneil. I have, therefore, added to this report a very short
sumimary of the conditions found amongst our school children
and the work done for them.

The two major defeets of the borough in the field of publie
health are, as they have been for some years, an inadequate
sewage system and a grave lack of houses. The first is not
only a menace to the public health, which good fortune alone
has hitherto held at bay, but in some degree, also, it adds to
the difficulty of solving the heusing problem. The shortage
of houses is both injurious to health and the eause of a very
ercat deal of suffering and unhappiness. It is earnestly to be
hoped that the committees of the Couneil struggling with these
two problems may find soon some releage from the restrictions,
shortages and other war-engendered eireumstances that make
their work so diffienlt

I wish to express my appreciation of the support given to
the work of the Health ”i‘]]di"til‘lt'l'lt by the members of those
committees coneerned with it, and my gratitude to the stafl
of the department and to my fellow offieials for their ready
assistance and co-operation.

I have the honour to he,
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
W. . LYLE,
Medical Officer of Health



STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF
THE BOROUGH

Area in acres (not including foreshore) ... ... ... ... 3,665
Population at 1931 Census ... ... .oc sen veniven sssess ses 24 H42

Registrar-Gieneral’s estimate of resident population
mrel=grear, 045 0 Ll e e 36,400

Number of inhabited houses Census, 1931 ... ... ... ... 2,749

Number of inhabited houses, 1945 (according to rate

L0 fE] A S e S e e e S 10,697
Rateable waliie ittt v e e v o i e e 2L BUE
Sum represented by a penny rate ... ... ... ... o0 .ol e £1,207

Sinee 1939 there has been a growth of the industrial section
of the population, and although some part of this will be a
temporary increase, and will decline as produetion for the
purposes of war declines, it is probable that in the fature
industry will play a somewhat larger part in the social life
of the borough than it used to do.

Althourh some industrial development is not unlikely, the
main business of the town will eontinue to bhe that of catering
for and entertaining visitors, and there would be very strong
opposition to anything likely to injure its essential charaecter
as a health and holiday resort. In this character it serves a
purpose, the value of which is recognised more and more clearly
with every enquiry into the social cirenmstances of an indus-
trial people : for sueh a people rest, reereation and a change
of environment are a socielogical necessity.
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VITAL STATISTICS

Births.
Live Births— Male Female
el L SO UL ) SRR
1 PELR 7T et o e U s L 1T

) | e e DD R >

still Births— Male Female
B e o e S i i ey R 2
lll{*;‘mnmh- e T e o e e — —
'I‘mﬂl B 2
Deaths.

Patal Bale TIaaEIE .. o it biten e e e s i s T
Total Fepiale: IMeRTEE ... oo vi v wen Seeasaaes e tonss 0D

Total (Male and Female) ... ... ... ... 560

Infant Deaths (under one year of age)" Male Female
G P e S R £ ) DA G s 8
I R T S R e P 1

ol e e 9 9

Puerperal Deaths.

There were no deaths from puerperal sepsis or from other
maternal causes in 1945,

Deaths From Cancer. Male Female
(fancer of buceal eavity, eesophagus, uterus b o 2
w s Stomach and duodenum ... ... | g 12
CA0E r T s CR SR S S b e P e 9
all other 8ite8 ... ... vow cee sin aua S 3 b 32
Total . I g T .3; Hh

Deaths From Infective Diseases.

Male Female

Whooping Cough — 1
Diphtheria —

"ll'-:lb]l"'"t —_— 1
Acute Imuplmlliﬁ Ehahtn, — 1
Tubereulosis of I{{“\l‘.llt'qlt(l'l‘y ‘-s:,'stﬂm ...... 9 D
Other forms of Tuberculosis ... ... ... ... ... —_ 3
Cerebro-spinal Fever 1 —

Deaths From Diarrheea of Children Under Two Years of Age.

L Male Female
ey T



TABLE OF BIRTH AND DEATH RATES.

Estimated Population :
36,400

Mean of 5 yrs., 1940-1944

Year :—

Increase or Decrease in
1945 —

Gnm.wm_wwuw{mummm.
1540-1944 ... ... ...

On previous year

Maternal Mortality

Per 1,000 of estimated population . Rate
Deathirate [
from Per 1,000
Live | Crude Tubercuiosis Deathrate Per 1,000 |  Total
Birthrate | Deathrate of from Live | (live & still)
| Respiratory Cancer Births i Births
System |

12.8
12.8

+1.4

15.2

16.1
15.3

—0.8

0.36

0.43

0.38

+0.02
—0.05

2.04 3.83 3.75
2.48 425 | 419
2.52 — | —
_
+048 | —883 | —3.75
+0.04 B T

Rate of
Deaths
under ons
¥ear per
1,000 Live
Births

34
38

-

The Still Birthrate for 1945 was 14 per 1,000 total

(live and still) hirths.

The Deathrate of legitimate infants finder one year of age was 32 per 1,000 legitimate
live births, while the rate for illegitimate infants was 108 per 1,000 illegitimate

live births, giving a deathrate of 32 for all infants per 1,000 live births.
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Table of Deaths From All Causes.

Male

Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fevers
Cerebro-spinal Fever ... ...... ...
searlel FPever i e
Whooping Coxgh . ... oo e s
i L b e B S
Tuberculosis of Respir. System
Other forms of Tubereulosis ... ...
Syphilitie Dnseases ... ...
TR e e A e S
1, 5, T ) e e R L P
Acute Poliomyelitis and  Polio-
encephalitis ... ... ...
Acute Infectious Enee ‘phdll“‘s
Cancer of Bue. Cav. and Oesoph.
and Uterus .
Cancer of Stomach djlfl Uunrhnum
{Cancer of Breast . i A e
Canecer of all UT]HL “'ﬂfﬁ
MMabetes ... ... .. SRy
Intra-Cranial ‘nl*tulcu | CSI0NS ...
Heart Discases .. S Tk
Other Discases of tll (.'il't:lllil.tr;t'y
g e S SR P
LA T 15 e R R S
Pneumonia ...
Uthei [{n]n..lln!y I}m.hn ......
Uleer of Stomach or Duodenum ...
Diarrhea Under 2 Years ... ... ...
Appendieitis ... ... .. S sy
Other Digestive ”J"}L‘-.lbi.‘: .........
Nephritis ... . :
Puerperal & Post-Abortion Hopm
Other Maternal Causes ... ... ...
Premature Birth ... ... ...
Congenital Malformations, irth

Injury, Infantile Discases ... ...
T TS e e e
Road Traffic Aceidents ... ... ...
(ther Vielent Causes ... ... ... ...
AlE e CamSes: 5 Sol e G

]

—
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—
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MAIN CAUSES OF DEATH IN 1945 COMPARED

(T R
il HEART AND CIRCULATORY DISEASES Il
A
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CANCER
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i
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%___E_ﬂ_zz_____ _g____m RESPIRATORY DISEASES (excluding tuberculosis)
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE AREA,

Laboratory and Hospital Facilities.

There was no change in these during 1945. For laboratory
investigations we rely mainly on the County Laboratory in
Preston, the Pathology Department of the IPreston Royal
Infirmary and the Joint Isolation Hospital, Slyne Road.

Ambulance Services.

The administration of an efficient acecident ambulance
service has been a matter of continual difficulty sinee the end
of the war and the disbandment of the Civil Defence Serviees.

In a town as crowded with pedestrians and with vehicular
traffic as this is from April until October cach year a swift and
competent serviee to deal with aceidents is a prime necessity.
Such a service was easily provided at a reasonable cost when
the Corporation owned and controlled its own Fire Brigade
and ran the aceident ambulance as a part of that Brigade.

Unfortunately when the Home Office merged the local Firve
Brigades in a national serviee, they refused to accept any
responsibility for ambulances hitherto incorporated in the loeal
brigades, and we had to transfer our ambulance and mortuary
vehiceles to the Civil Defence Serviee, This arrangement worked
very well while it lasted, but of course it came to an end in
1945 with the endine of the war,

The cost of running an aceident ambulance service as an
entity distinet from any other municipal or government service
was too extravagant to be aceepted with equanimity, and
repeated efforts were made to induece the Home Office to echange
their policy of exeluding such services from the work of the
N.F.S. While these negotiations were slowly proceeding the
aceldent and mortuary vehieles were serviced largely by
volunteers, ex-members of the Civil Defence Service and
members of the St. John Ambulancee Brigade, and it is to those
volunteers that the town owes it that the serviee never failed.

Eventually a compromise with the N.J.S. was achieved,
whieh, for the time being, is fairly satisfactory; but it is to be
hoped that before long an administration of Fire Drigades less
rigidly centralised than that evolved to mect the emergencies
of war will enable us to econduet an aceident ambulance service,
an essential life-saving serviee, with less difficulty and expense.

Sickness ambulance serviees are provided by the St. John
Ambulance Brigade and the ambulance of the Laneaster and
Distriet Joint Hospital Board. In 1945 the Council decided
to assist the former by an annual grant of £250.

Treatment Centres and Clinies.

With the coming into force of the Education Aet, 1944, the
C'ounty C'ounecil beecame responsible for all the publicly adminis-
tered elinies serving the borough. These comprise the Maternity
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and Child Welfare, Ante-natal and School Clinies which are
held within the borough, and the Tubereulosis and Venereal
Diseases Clinies, which are held in Lancaster.

The number of cases from Morecambe and Heysham
attending the Venereal Diseases Clinie in 1945 was as follows :

Gonorrhoea Syphilis i Non V. D. Totals
| e |
M| P | M| F | M. | P |M | P
e | f— |
1
6 6 m! 6 | 1.8 | 2142
| | 4

I'Iu:rsmg Homes.
There were five registered nursing homes. There were no
important causes of vum]ﬂnint in any ‘of these.
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA,
Water Supply.

There were no changes during the year in the source of
supply. The purity of the water, checked by 10 ¢hemical and
10 bacteriological analyses, was satisfactory. (Chlorination
wits not required.

The following figures of consumption show an increase
over 1944 for both Morecambe and Heysham —

Moreeambe, 1945 ... ... ... 426,132,000 eallons.
T 399,230,000
Increage ... ..o coviianene 209028000
Heysham, 1945.... ... ... 147.268,000
1944 ... ... ... 145,645,000
Inerease ... ... 1,623,000

Average daily f.{}]'!‘11.1111:['1“[]]'1—?'&[{11{L:Illlht 1,167, l[llJU eallons.
Heysham 403,000 =
Total . anleiat, s oy ees LA WIS
All dwelling houses are au]mllul (Eulut from public mains.,

_ Drainage and Sewerage.
Closet Aceommodation —

No. of houses on water carriage system ... ... 10,697
w4 ITesh water c¢losets ... ... oo e cenmee 12,000
w90 WaSte water eloget8 ... ..o coiosie wns e 36
s muddens s 5

.. closets :lt'm{ Jied Iu Illl{l{lvih ......... D
w5 dry ashpits (exeluding middens) ... 2
movable ashbinsg ... ... ... IR

Tlu 1uimm ing notes on the work done during 1945 and on
the prospeets of the main sewerace scheme at the end of the
year have been supplied by Mr, Kilvington to whom my thanks
are due.
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CLEANSING OF DYKES.

** The main dykes within the borough have again been
eleaned out as far as the labour conditions allowed. The ®
weather generally was drier than usual, consequently there
were no serious cases of dyke flooding and very few cases
of surcharge in the foul sewers. The latter were rodded and
cleaned wherever il was necessary.

** The construction of the small sewage disposal plant
for the Westgate Estate is now completed and in commission,
The effluent frem these works is piped to the new main dyke
to the River Lune. The sewage from this estate previously
drained to a septic tank and thence to the main dyke. The
new works comprise pumping unit, settling tanks, percolating
filters in duplicate and humus tank, and it i1s anticipated
that there will be no further nuisance.

New Sewerage Scheme.

“* New sewerage activities have been confined entirely
to preparatory work in anticipation of an early re-com-
mencement of eonstruction. Reeently revised plans and
revised loan sanetion applications have been transmitted to
the Ministry of Health and, on receipt of their approval,
revised DBills of Quantities will be prepared.

“The Consulting Engineer warned the Sewage and
Sewage Disposal Committee in December last that it might
possibly be twelve months before actual re-commencement
of work, The intention is that as many sections of the works
as possible should be exeeuted at one and the same time,
thereby reducing the lengih of time when the whole of the
new scheme will be brought into commission.

“ It would, for instance, be of little avail if the new
Pump House at the Schola Green Lane site was completed
and ready for working, but none of the proposed incoming
trunk sewers were capable of being used. Similarly in the
Bare Lane and Torrisholme area where there is an almost
total prohibiticn on the building of houses, this prohibition
can only be lifted when the new subsidiary pumping station
at Bare gravity main and the new trunk sewer through West-
gate are all ready for use.

“* The intention to execute most of the different contraets
simultaneously will, however, he conditioned by the priorities
of labour and materials which the Government may erant
us. It is equally difficnit to ascertain the probable future
constructional costs until aciual tenders are received. The
Consulting Engineer suggested a further £550,000 for com-
pleting the works, which, with moneys already spent, makes
a total estilnated cost for the whole work of £700,000,"
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SANITARY INSPECTIONS DURING 1945.

Number of houses inspeeted (under Publie Health and
HouEing Aete oo ol e L fasiite i Hl180
Number of —
Mieita of INEDECERON o0, ... el b et ina wan wid: me maa el SR
Factory inspections ... ... . 6
Visits of inguiry umu.m'mng infe clmuh tll*-sl'ilh{‘ R
Honses disinfeeted . o o i e e - |
Schools disinfeeted ... ... ... RS TICRCRYI RN e 1
Rooms fumigated ... ... ... ... oA I S L L B
¥Vigits 1o Tood PremuIBes ... <. v i ivi aev soesi e s 196
Visits to ice cream PremiSeB ... ... coo vee wis e ses oes 36
Slaughterhouse inspections ... ... ... .o con ver ven eee e 021
Fomrsn INSPOCLIONIE S . (ci ces sin aas sms sie sad mae s ke Ty oD
Phairy IMEpestions o.. it s sl s anad w28
Visits to retail purveyorsof milk ... ... ... ... .o sii . 107
Visits to camps ... ... .. s\ e
Visits for testing and umpcctmg lema d}]u*::. Lt{_. S
Wisits to stables and piggeries ... ... ..o .ol s tis i e 20

Defects and Nuisances dealt with —
Number of complaints received ... ... ... ... ... oo ... 448
e ,, nuisances discovered ... ... ... civ cer vew woo 403
- ,, nuisances abated ... ... ... ... TSR e S
i . informal notices served ... ... ... ... ... ... 264
i y TOTNA] TOBICeR BEINEA o0 2oninns nen boe e sant OO0

Legal proceedings taken ... ... ... ... Lo s B

Summary Nuisances dealt with —
Claioea] @BSANE, 0 s ol e Sl LG e e Lo ki T
" CHNEE s e s s B el m  Ss e AL
wi ptreeh EBR s e e e e e 4
i WALer CIOBRER o s Lt e et R 12
o LT 0] 1t 3 00T 7 IR SRRt =, SN T o SN I
= U i) O e R R R 4
BEWRDR s v s s s 2

Bretadtinee odPabis < oo o N e e e s e et |
= wikerelagely 1L i sl s e 13
it bk bdaten: . o b oo tB e s e n LG A ale e
e 1] A R L L e T
- sollpapes: - i ok e
e BEWEBEE oi iio ien ot won b AR M TN
it 7o A RN S LR R | Tl
i TIEEEE . e e
= wall to water {.'lﬂbLf. R e e
i honse FOOER Co S e P S el L
4 riatn water down Sponts ... ... ... ..o s aee 1()
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: Hues and freplaces' .. ... ... i s G
e WAL BUTESCOH, .o einamn wnn nan mwe fam des s
floors ... ...
3 combined drain ... ...

AT LT ey A LT TR R SR e SR
Acceumulabion of FEIUse (oo ci. il ciliie dee wae ses oaa wa
Ant infestations ... ... ... ..v .on . L3 el | g
Acceumulation ul re ilm- on rlmpmgﬁ gluuml =
Burst water supply pipes
Dampness ... ... .
Dangerous *;l-.vhgh’r R Sl s s v e
A T e e SR S LT A PR S FO R A -
VBTl el 3 e R s B S R O SRR S
Wlagelmgral lamd: . i s deasaats
Fascing of gasdey —sc o 0 el oWt e mee
Miakl imfestatiome: ai i il oil tan was e sl dwe e den s
No water supply to water {‘]G‘-ELt
No sanitary acecommodation on uumpmg eround ... ...
Offensive condition of premises ... ... ... oo cor v aes
. smells ... ... A R e T
- ashpit ... ... VS A G e,
7o condition of ]mh]u- convenience ... ... ... ...
Overflowing cesspools ... .o cee ves voe sas con cae oot man ses
: gephie ANt .. it an e s s
FPOGT WALEE DECIFUDE .. .. ioh o5h sss asi ser dde wvn mis sus
SOECHATEe: IR FBEE ci s el e bre asm sndl aus mn lae nes
LT N ABlIADE s i et i pitis TR i e e T

PO = T TRE ) 1 P11 oo o R e B S N S S Pty ] e

It was not possible during 1945 to carry out any

10
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work

umlm the Shops Aets or that part of the Public Health Act,

1936, relating to conditions in offices.
be t:lI{-El’l in hand aeain.

Camping Sites.

There are foar

This work is about to

:amping sites in the borough lieensed by

the loeal authority under Scetion 269 of the Publie Health Aet,

1936, and all four were in use.

The inadequacy of legislation controlling camping has been

referred to in previous reports,

such action as legislation

allows was taken during the year to deal with unlicensed eamp-
ing and a number of unsatisfactory and unlicensed sites were

closed.
On the whole, the licensed camps were
condueted,

11
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Swimming Baths.

The municipally owned Super Swimming Stadium was the
only one open during the year. It is a fine asset to the borough,
not only as a holiday attraction, but also as a means of healthy
recreation and education for the resident youth. The efficiency
of the filtration and chlorination plants is assured by frequent
chemical examinations of the water.

Disinfestation.

The number of houses found to be infested was 116 and all
of these were dealt with. Spraying with a preparation of
lethane in paraffin was found to be very effective and an
advance on methods previously used.

Offensive Trades.

There are three premises in which offensive trades are
conducted : in two of these the trade is tripe dressing and in
the third it is gut seraping.

All were satisfactorily conducted.

Tents, Vans and Sheds,

Fifty-one inspeetions were made during the year. No
legal action was necessary

Rate and Mice Destruction.

This work goes on continuously. Not only are visits paid
when notification is received of the presence of rats or mice,
but Corporation property, dykes and likely places of harbour-
age are constantly inspected.

The results of this work during the past few years have
been very good, and the number of complaints, particularly
of the presence of rats, have fallen away most remarkably.

1t is hoped that before long we shall be able to take in hand
a much more thorough cleaning of all the miles of dykes in the
borough than they have ever had before, and their maintenance
in a better condition. It is agreed that the importance of having
this work adequately done is ereater than that of trying to
settle diffienlt details of actual responsibility. One of a number
of benefits to be looked for will be a still hetter control over
rat infestation,

During the year the rat-catehers carried out the following
work —-

Number of premises visited ... ... ... ... 442
2 .. visits to above premises ... ... 2944
B of tins of poison issued ... ... 210

12



HOUSING.

Number of dwelling-houses inspected for i'nmming defects
(under Publie Iealth or Housing Aects) .

Number of inspections made for above purpose . \

Number of defective dwel mghﬂu&{-a e inlmml {lt im
habitation by informal action ... ... ... ire sie cel e wee 4

Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defeets to be remedied ... ... 23

Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied by owners after serviee of formal notice ... 21
All notices were served under the Public Health Aects:

none were served under the Housing Act, 1936,

1 oo
=] =

=

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
Milk Supply.

One licence was issued during the year for the bottling
ol aceredited milk and one for the n]htrll.mfmu of pasteurised
milk.
No. ol persons licensed to sell Tubereulin Tested Milk 1

o Sy licensed to sell Aceredited Milk ... ... ... -
Ny VoA 5 licensed to sell Pasteurised Milk ... ... ]
AR o licenzad to bottle ... . o ciioidini 1

Durine the year 69 samples of nn!h were I;l|~.1't1 im' l:.u ‘terio-
logical examination, 34 of these for biologieal test for the
presence of B. Tubereulosis. In no sample was B. Tuberenlos::
found.

In the 35 samples taken for other bacteriological analysis
the results were as follows —

No. satisfactory ... 13. No. unsatisfactory ... 22.

[n addition to the ;1hm{- nine samples of 1}4*-.1{,111'1%{] milk
were submitted to the Lovibond Phosphatase test.  All samples
were shown fo have been adequately pasteurised.

samples of undesignated milk are subjected to the methy-
lene blue test and the B.Coli ecount.

Ice Cream.

Iee eream carefully made of good materials, even in these
days of rationed supplies, can be, and ought always to be, a
valuable food. Unfortunately a great deal of ice cream as it
actually is made has practically no food value whatsoever, and,
in addition, is so heavily contaminated as to be dangerous to
health.

Not only have epidemies of such diseases as Enterie Fever,
Dysentery and Searlatina been traced to contaminated ice
cream, but it is certain that much sickness never directly traced
to ice eream has its source there,

13



It is regrettable that the legislation of this country allows
so little control over the manufacture of this produet. It is
not that standards are difficult to devise or to impose. In this
matter we are backward and lag far behind the practice of
many other eountries. In New Zealand, in Australia, in most
of the States of the U.S.A., and, before the war at any rate,
in several of the European countries, standards of purity and
food value have been incorporated in legislation and enforeed
on manufacturers.

Until some such legislation is enacted in this country, and
the Association of Munieipal Corperations are trying to bring
this about, the action that loeal anthorities ean take to protect
the publie 1s far trom adequate.

In Morecambe and Heysham there are manufacturers who,
of their own goodwill, try to manufacture a satisfactory
produet, but the greater part of the ice-cream sold is not fit
to eat.

Action under the Food and Drugs Act, 1938

Of the 37 food samples taken during the year, 24 were of
millt. Analysis of the milk samples gave the following results

Deficient in Deficient With
No. satisfactory.  solids not fat. in fat. added water
20 1 2 1

On the advice of the Public Analyst those persons
concerned in the produetion of unsatisfactory milk were
warned and further samples were taken.,

The articles other than milk sampled and analysed were
as follows :—
Number  Number found
Article. examined. unsatisfactory.
Baking powder ... ... I —_—
OBOR - o o I —
Gravy Browning ...
= e
Semolina ... ... ..
o1y L R e e e
T TR S I L L
HIRIT oo onn | i
Lemon Curd
Mustard ... ...
Soup Powder
Cake Flour ... ...

All analyses were carried out by the Publiec Analyst at the
County Laboratory, Preston.
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Meat Inspection.
No of animals inspeected at the slanghterhouse :—

Calf Carcases & Organs

b
i
¥
L2

Y

Veal

Beasts ..
Calves ...
Pigs
Sheep

Meat condemned:
Bovine Carcases & Organs

Forequarters
Hindguarters
Lungs
Lavers

Heads & Tongues

Stomachs
Skirts
Hearts
Udders
Spleens
Intestines
Fat

Carcases & Organs ltlxuﬁlmently bled

By

13
[forequarter
Deef
]'JivEI'E

3
Intestines
Udders

LE] iy
] ry

. 51 ¥3
lLavers
Vells

Pig Head

Pork
Sheep Carcases & Organs

Pluck
Mesentery
Trimmings

11 i
mn ¥
T 1
1% ”
11 2
LE 1

Y ] s aw

CRCN bR CRC Ry

2 547
3,824

19
8,868

Total . 15,258

Generalised Tuberculosis

Tuberculosis ... ...

1 = rew

T aaa maam mew CR

5y e
55 FEE o L e R
5] ER - -
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PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

Hospital ireatment for infections diseases, other than
smallpox, 18 provided at the Slyne Road Hospital, Lancaster.
The hospital is controlled by a Joint Board on which the
Morecambe and Heysham Council is represented.

By agreement with the Joint Board of the I'ylde Preston
and Garstange Smallpox Hospital, eases of smallpox from More-
cambe and Heysham would be removed to that hospital.

During 1945 the main feature of the notifications was the
number of cases of measies—398 as compared with 28 in 1944.
Adl but a few of these (15) in which there were exceptional
difficulties were treated at home. There was one death. Most
of the cases oceurred during Aprilin which month there were
233 notifications: Mareh had 59 eases and May, 60.

The number of whooping cough notifications was smaller
than in the previous year, 27 as against 64.

(f the 11 cases of diphtheria notified two were adults
aged 24 and 34, and 9 children of 14 or under. There was one
cleath,

OFf these 9 children, 5, ineluding the child who died, were
unimmunised and 4 had completed a course of immunisation.

The story of one family has some interest. In this family
there were 5 children under 14 years of age. Of these, 4 were
immunised and one was not. The unimmunised child fell ill
and for 10 days was kept at home with a septie throat and
quinsy. The family were living under crowded conditions and
during this 10 days the sick child was in close and constant
contact with the rest of the family. On the 10th day it was
found that the sick c¢hild had diphtheria. Under these con-
ditions it is not very surprising that thel defences of three of
the four immunised children were broken throurh and that
they contracted diphtheria. The fourth immunised child
remained well.  The unimmunised child died: the others
recovered.

These unusual circumstances accounted for 3 of the 4
immunised ehildren who contracted diphtheria during the
year. The fourth ecase in a previously immunised child was that
of a visitor to the borough who had been immunised 5-G vears
before and had not had the reinforeing dose that is necessary
alter 4.5 wyears if protection through childhood is to
be maintained. :

17



CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE (other than Tuberculosis)
NOTIFIED DURING 1945,

Notifiable . Age Period in Ycars ‘_E,’
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DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

The parents of all infants who are immunised are, when
the child reaches school age, advised that a reinforcing dose
should be given, and an appointment is offered to them so that
this may be done. The parents of children first immunised at
a later age are sent a similar notification and appointment after
4-5 vears.

The fizures in the table that follows are those of children
immunised under the local authority’d secheme only, and they
should not be taken as giving the percentage of children in the
borough immunised.

In Morecambe and Heysham many children are immunised
by their own family practitioners and it has not been possible
to obtain the numbers of such children, A recent visit to the
parents of each child reaching 12 months of age in one quarter
of the year gave the following figures:—

Births 94. Removals from the town 20, unable to trace the
family or to gain admission 3. This left 71 c¢hildren of known
address in the town. Of these 71, 26 had been immunised
under the scheme or had accepted appointments which were
about to be kept. Of the remaining 45, the parents of 6 did
not wish to have their children immunised, the mothers of 2
were in hospital, the parents of 13 asked for appeintments and
24 had been privately immunised. That is to say that, although
out of 94 children at aboul one year of age the health depart-
ment’s records would shew only 39 immunised, yet in fact only
71 of those 94 were known to be living in the borough, and
ather over one-third of these had been immunised by the
family’s own doetor.

[t is my own belief that over 85% of school c¢hildren in
the borough are immunised and somewhere about 70% of pre-
school children.



I—IMMUNISATION IN RELATION TO CHILD POPULATION.

NMumber of Children who had completed full course of Immunisation at any time up to 31 December 1545

b to 9 10 to 14 Total

Age at 31,12.45 Under 1 | 1 2 3 4
i.e. Born in Year .. 1945 1944 1943 1842 1941 1936-1940 1931-1935 under 15
Numbar S ; i
Immunised 2 166 187 242 191 1046 1308 3142
e 4 — e
mid-vear |
population 1950 2970
1945

II.—DIPHTEERIA NOTIFICATIONS AND DEATHS IN RELATION TO IMMUNISATION,

NOTIFICATIONS
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TUBERCULOSIS.

New Cases and Mortality during 1945.

AGE PERmns; NEW CASES DEATHS
' Non. Non-
Years, Respira- Respira- Nespira- Respira-
tory, tory. tory. tory.
M. T M. F. M. . M. F.
Bl ) R 44 = 5
1— 5§ SR 2y o, 4o AN =it mny)
5—10 - . 4 . = 5 = =
10--15 B 1 2 = R
15—20 - 1 - - - - =
20—25 5] 3 - “e — 1 - -
25385 - 4 1 1 2 1 | =
3545 g 32 -y - 2 | =
4505 5 - — -- 2 = =
BH—65 : 2 1 1 1 - | 1 -
65 and upwards, 4 1 - 1 e N R
19 13 T 6 8 =+ | 1 2
ey cass e
Totals 32 13 13 ' 3




SEVEN YEARS' TABLE OF NOTIFICATIONS AND
DEATHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis :—

Year. Cases Notified. Deaths.

Male Female Male -m“F'EITlElE

, : I e : -
1939 7 16 9 5
1940 17 ' 15 G 4
1941 2T 19 12 2
1942 20 T 12 o
1943 25 10 12 1
1944 24 15 10 G
1045 19 13 | g8 5
Totals 139 o5 T | 27

Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis —
Year. Cases Notified. Deaths,

Male Female Male Female
1939 9 & 1 £
1940 6 o 1 Al
1941 6 4 1 i
1942 b 8 - 2
1943 4 6 3 2
1044 v (i 4 2
1945 T G 1 2
Totals BT 36 11 9

In 1985 there was a small deerease hboth in the number of
new cases notified and in the number of deaths as compared
with 1944,

PORT SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

The general administrative arrangements were unchanged
and the usual work was satisfactorily carried out.

There were 35 vessels from foreign ports. All were oil
tankers and were hoarded and inspected.

There were no cases of infectious disease landed from

any vessel,
PUBLIC CLEANSING.

The Cleansing Superintendent has kindly supplied the
following note on the work of his department during the year.
During the year our main task was to provide the best
serviece possible under difficult conditions. In May the end of
the war in Europe caused an inerease in the visiting population
which added to our difficulties.
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shortage of staff was always a problem and this was
ageravated by the high rate of sickness and absenteeism which
prevailed during the busy summer months. In the latter part
of June this reached the high figure of 11.2%. The rate for
December was 4.49;

In July a secheme for the provision of overalls for the
workmen was commenced.

Street Cleansing.—Street litter showed a considerable
inerease over the previous year and all possible steps were
taken to deal with this nuisance.

Refuse Collection.—This was carried out by the Pagefield
Container system and S. & D. Freighters. The Scammell
vehiele was used to give extra serviee where required.

The Pagefield was 12 years old and becoming unreliable
and it was decided to purchase 3 S, & D. Freighters as
replacements, for delivery in 1946,

Refuse Disposal.—Dy controlled tipping plus salvage.
iKitchen waste and fish offal are processed in a special plant
and converted into feeding stufls and fertilisers. The salvage
fieures show a slight decrease on the previous year but compare
very favourably with other towns.

Publi¢c Conveniences.—During the year all publie conveni-
ences, excepl those in the Swimming Stadinm buildings, were
placed under the econtrol of this department.,

Staffing was satisfactory and the total receipts for the year
amounted to €3 848,

Salvage Sales—1945,

Weight. Value.

T G Qra £ B ol
Paper ... ... e R A a7E 4 F .. 16 0 0
 Black "’ H{Iap BT 8 s 10 10 ©
Baled Serap .. 214 2 ... 44 15 0
Non-Ferrous "vlt' dl ] A a6 10 0
Deptilen oo ooiiaie e ot i luan 2a1a 2 .o 28k W 0
Bottles and Jars ... ... ... ... ... ik | | R | ]
Miscellaneous ... ... ... ..t ous e | R a5 10
1373 11 -2k A LR e A e A (R 21 0 0
Fertiliser . : e 2 G LS L | (|
Processed qu Ilun "-.ﬂ -.l":ti’ 60 16 0 ... 247 10 @

442 15 2 ... £3162 10 0O
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CERTAIN STATISTICS EXTRACTED FROM THE
RECORDS OF THE SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE.

Routine Medieal Ingpections in Schools .

Second Third
lintrants Age Group Age Group Total
455 361 202 105%

o e o
i,

No. of parents present at above inspeetions—

Other Inspections : =
In Sehools.  In Clinies. Tf_ltﬂl_

Special Inspections ... 20 1218 1243
le-Inspections ... ... 46 923 969
Totals ... 7l 2141 2212

No. of parents interviewed 40 D3 276
(Children treated for defects found

1. Minor ailments (exeluding uncleanliness) 1030

2. Errors of refraction (ineluding squint) ... a7
3. Defeets of nose and throat ... ... ... ... ... i35
4. Orthopadie and Postural defeets ... ... ... 25
9. Tenbal defeets .. .o it aihes s s oo 781

Verminous conditions :

No. of examinations of children in school ... 12437
No. of individual ehildren found unelean ... 408
No. of interviews with parents ... ... ... ... 228

No. of visits to homes ... ... ... s s 276

It should be appreciated that the 408 children in this tabie
are not 408 different ehildren. There are families which offendd
more than once and those children keep re-appearinge amongst
the numbers.

(Of the ehildren of the borough as a whole it is fair to say
that they are healthy and are well looked after by their parents.
The interest that parenis take in the examinations of their
children, and their readiness to co-operate in remedying any
defects that mayv be found are admirable. There is general
agreement that the dinners provided in the schools are well
desiened and prepared, are, thanks very largely to the
teachers, well served, and are a very valuable help to the
mother in these days of seareity.
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