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The Seventeenth Annual Report

of the

Medical Officer of Health for Mirfield.
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To tor Cosieyax axp Meupere ofF THE Unpaxy Diarrier Cooxenn

axp 1o THE Miwistey oF Heavrs.

GENTLEMEN,

In accordance with instructions issued by the Ministry of
Health, Annual Reports of a full and detailed character (to be called
Survey Reporis), will only be required at intervals of not more than
five vears The report for 1920 is to be treated as a Survey Heport,
and that of 1921 is the first Ordinary Report

(1) VITAL STATISTICS.

The area of Mirfield consists of 3,394 acres.

Poruration.—The census of 1921 was taken on 19th June,
and the population was found to be 12,330 an increase of 419 since
the 1911 census.

There are 3,301 inhabited houses 2,876 of which are working-
class, thus the density of the population is less than four persons
per house.

The General District Rate is Ts. in the £. A 1d. rate
produces £213 12s 0Od. and a Ts. rate £17,942 8s. Od.

As was to be expected, the trade boom which followed after
the War, gave place to such a slump as this country has never
known, and the result has been short-time and unemployment.

(2) EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR

Births.—232 hirths were registered during the year, viz:--
115 boys and 117 girls. This gives a birth-rate of 13.8 compared
with 22.1 for the previous year.



The birth-rate for England and Wales iz 22 4.

There were 11 illegitimate births, 5 boys and 6 girls. Twenty-
one still-born children were buried with a doctor's or a midwife's
certificate.

Deaths.- The number of deaths registered was 161, viz:—
78 males and 83 females. The actual number of deaths which
oceured in Mirfield was 148, but 17 residents died outstde the area,
and 4 non-residents in the district, so that the corrected number
18 161.

The death-rate is 13.05 compared with 11.6 for the previous
year and 12.1 for England and Wales.

Cavses of Deato 18 Mikmimnp U.D, 1921 -

[CIVILIANS ONLY.)

Canges of Death Males Females Canscs of Death Males Females
All Canses ... T8 83 153 Diarrhoes, &e.,
under 2 vears) 1
1 Bearlet fever 1 16 A .{ diciti E 1 :
ndicitis and
2 Influenza 2 9 ppﬂ;.yphtir,iﬁ 2
3 Tuobereulosis of o -
respiratory system 1 4 17 Cirrhosiz of liver 1 1
4 Other tubercnlons 18 Acute and chronie
discases pts 9 1 nephritis = ] 1
i Cancer, malignant 19 Poerperal sepsis. .. 0
dlﬂ.{hl.-SE G f s 20 Other accidents and
6 Rheumatic fever. .. = 1 diseases of pregnancy
7 Diabetes i 3 and parturition ... 1
g Cerebral hismorrhage, 5 B 21 Congenital debility and
0 Heart disease .. 6 14 ““"f"m‘"';til"lr pre-
t irt b g
10 Arterio-sclerosis... 1 1 | :“”'_ NS s
11 “Brenahifla:- " - 11 SHLEEE S T
12 Pnenmonia (all forms) 5 4 23 Other deaths from
. violenee . 4 1
13 Other respiratory
diseases 24 Other defined diseases 18 21
14 TUlcer of stomach or 25 Causes ill-defined or
ducdenum f 1 nnknown e i
Males Fomales
Deaths of infants under 1 year .. .. Total 14 9
Nlegitimate -
Total Births .. o w115 117
Legzitimate ! 11 111
Ilegitimate i e i i}

Population - - 12,380,



Ixpanmiie MorTanimy.

Out of a total of 232 births, 19 infants died under one year
of age, viz:-—14 boys and 5 girls. This gives an infantile mortality
of 81.4 per thousand births, compared with 78 for the previous
year and 83 for England and Wales.

Infantile mortality for the last ten Vears :—

1912 — 80 1917 — 75
1913 -- 88 1918 53
1914 93 1919 101
1916 — 80 1920 T8
1916 — B8 1921 — -8l

i3) NOTIFIABLE DISEASES DURING THE YEAR.
(CABES NOTIFIED OR OTHERWISE ASCERTAINED—

Searlet Fever, 4. Diphtheria and Mem. Croup. 7.

Enteric Fever, 1. Prneumonia (primary and influenzal), 7.
Encephalitis Lethargiea, 1. Ophthalmia Neonatorum, 1.
Erysipelas, 3. Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 17.

Other Forms of Tubereulosis, 2.

(azEs REMOVED T0 HospiTar—
Diphtheria, 5. Searlet Fever, 4. Other, 3.

ToTar Deatns—
Searlet Fever, 1. Erysipelas, 1.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM,
Oune case notified — kept at home—vision un-impaired.

IxFECTIOUS [ISEASES.

In 1919 and 1920 Scarlet fever and Diphtheria were fairly
prevalent, viz : 54 and 14 in 1919, and 21 and 52 in 1920; but 1921
again reverts to the smwall number of notifications such as we had
in 1916 to 1918 when only 8 cases of Scarlet fever and 15 of
Diphtheria were notified in the three years.

The following is the whole list of notifications for 1921 :—

Scarlet fever ... 4 Encephalitis 1 |
Diphtheria s D Lethargica
Erysipelas gin D Ophthalmia
Pneumonia 8 Neonatorum E

Liversepce axp Mipgierp Jommt Isrectiovs HospiTan ar CROMSLEY
(70 BEDS).

Only twelve Mirfield cases were treated in the Infectious
Hospital during the year, viz: Scarlet fever 4, Diphtheria 35,
Er_',rsipelfm 2 Pneumonia 1.
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One Secarlet fever case died a few daye after admission of
septic thrombosis and gangrene of the arm.

A horse ambulance is kept at the Hospital.

Ravensthorpe Motor Ambulance is available for non-infectious
and accident cases.

TABLE SHOWING TOTAL DEATHS UNDER AGE-GROUPS (1IN MimFiELD).

Under 1 year of age - - - 16
1 year and under 5 years - 3
b vears and under 15 yeurs - R
lf} 1! 1] 25 2] i i
Bh . & 65 - Bl
65 years and over - - - b6

Total - 148

Prraizis.
The number of cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis notified was 14

There were only two notifications of Non-Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis.

The number of cases from Mirfield treated at the Huddersfield

Tuberculosis Dispensary was :—
Males Females Total

(1) New cases ... i 12 19 3
(2) No. of cases sent to Sanatorium ... 3 3 i}
(3) Deaths 2 & 1

23 ; f'ilhllil.'!u- Fl:-!n:II.‘E. :E;J:-E:Trim Fotal
(4) Total number of patients under
treatment on 3lst Dee., 1921 35 37 7 7
g ] ={. Civilians Ex-Service Total
(5) Home Visits paid by Health Visitors 172 an 202
(6) Home Visits paid by Dispensary
Nurses S i 39 13 a7
The total number of cases still on the Register is 113, viz:
Pulmonary, 74; Non-Pulmonary, 39.

I fear that many cases of Tuberculosiz are still un-notified.
Sometimes the first intimation 1 get, is when the patient 1s sent to
a Sanatorium  Sometimes the death certificate is the only notific-
ation. This is not the way to arvest the spread of this terrible
scourge.

(4 CAUSES OF SICKNESS.

No disease was specially prevalent during the year.



(5] SUMMARY OF NURSING ARRANGEMENTS,
HOSPITALS, and other Institutions avail-
able for the district.

Miowives' Acr axp Dismricr Nunses.

The West Rliding County Council is the Local Supervising
Authority under the 1902 Midwives' Act.

Mirfield is now well provided with three fully trained nurses
holding the C.M B. and in addition two certificd though not fully
trained midwives. The Mirfield Nursing Association has proved an
unqualified success. During the year 1021 the nurses attended
118 Maternity cases, 45 of these without any doctor in attendance.
When the public realize that the nurses are fully qualified to under-
take these cases alone, they will surely no longer employ the
un-certified and un-skilled woman, who charges practically the same
fee as the nurse, and is bound to Lave a doctor present to take the
whole responsibility of the case.

During the year the three nurses made 8,787 visits upon 557
patients.

Financiolly the Association las been well supported by the
publie, £636 18s. 5d. having been collected during the vear. The
Peace Memorial Committee also handed over to the Association
£396 6Gs. 2d. and after furnishing the Nurses' home at 6, Wilson
Itoad, it has been found possible to mnvest in £500 47 Funding Loan.
It is the ambition of the Association to raise enough money to buy
a suitable Home, which might also be used for Maternity cases.
Hitherto no grant-in-aid has been received from the Supervising
;‘;ll[llnl‘i'[.}'.

Heavrn Visnisae axn Scooor Numsise,
Although only 232 births were registered, there were 244

notified. Miss Davieson made 194 first wvisits, 1057 re-visits,
71 pre-natal visits and 175 special visits.

Unfortunately we lost the services of the School Nurse fur
two or three months towards the end of the yvear, as she was sent
off to the Typhoid Fpidemic at Bolton-on-Dearne.

BOoHO0L NUksiNG,- Schools visited, 82 ; Children examined, 1853 ;
Exeluded, 16.

Home Vists.— Number of Visits, 280 ; Verminous Cases, 125;
Other C'ases. 164.

Graxo Distrisvtep.—Cost  Price, 2078 cartons; Half-Price,
118 cartons; Free, 972 cartons.

Miss Davieson also paid 202 visits to Tuberculosis patients.
P I

“The Robert Swire Memorial "' has not yet been opened as
a Child Welfare Centre, although it is over two years since it was
=0 generously given.
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Crigice avp TrEsTMERT (CENTRES -

Day Nurseries. None.

School Clinic. West Riding C. C.

Tuberculosis. Huddersfield Tuberculosis Dispensary.
Dewsbury Infirmary.

HospiTaLs :
(1) Tuberculosis  Several provided by W.R.C.C.
(2) Maternity Leeds Maternity Hospital.
(3) Children Mirfield Meiorial Hﬁﬁpital, Dewsbury and
Huddersfield Infirmaries.
(4) Fever Crossley Infections Hospital, 70 beds.
(5) Smallpox Crossley Infectious Huspital, 30 beds.
(6) Other Private Hospital at College of Resurrection.

No institution provided for unmarried mothers or illegitimate
infants in the district.

St. Agnes’ Home accommodates about 18 girls (mostly orphans).

(6) LABORATORY WORK.

Pathological and bacteriological examinations are conducted
at the County labuoratory at Wakeheld.

Anti-diphtheritic serum is supplied free to doctors for
necessitous cases, but most cases are sent to the hospital,

ADOFTIVE ACTs.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order of 1885 (in
exercise of powers vested under Contagions Diseases Animals Act,
1878), revokes D. C. & M Orders of 1579.

P. H. A. A, 1907. Sec 27 & 33, Part IT & Part III---

Oth November, 1909,
P.H. A. A, 1907. Part VI.--1Tth January, 1921.
P. H. A. A, 1890. Part IIL.--1st July, 1891.

(7)) SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

TABULAR SUMMARY OF THE WORK OF THE SANITARY DEPARTMENT DURING

THE YEAR, AND ACTION TAKEN UNDER Tne P.H.A. ete.

(C'LoSET ACCOMMODATION-—

Number of Privies with open Middens, 5.
A .» Pail or Tub Closets, 45.
o . Privies with covered Middens, 1,230,
s ,» Waste Water Closets, 101.
= . Water Closets, 1,538.
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Number of Privies re-constructed during 1921 ; (a) ns w.c.'s 20:
(#) others, Nil.
2 »» Additional Closets provided for old Property ;
(t) as w.c.'s 5; (#) others 1 privy.
»» Closets constructed for new houses ; (a) as we.'s 71 ;
(B) others Nil
1 i Ijiﬂ.Er 492.

= . Mo, of Tub or
Eastthorpe Ward ... 220 439 29 5
Hopton {‘-'m-d 2 258 39 30
Battyeford Ward ... 352 457 30 ]
Northorpe Ward ... 304 280 3 4
1,239 1,434 101 40

Nunsance IvspecTiONs -

Total number of Inspections made in 1921, 2.633.

" = .» Informal Notices served in 1921, 233.
» & . Statutory Notices served in 1921, 15.
i » Nuisances in hand at close of 1920, 35.
i3 i & = o i VI L e
" e " 3 reported during 1921, 211.
& " " . abated during 1921, 219,
i s »» Summonses or other legal proceedings, Nil.

Mg SvepLy—

No. :::i' Sam;;les, taken hy Officer of S.A. for analysis under F. & D.
ots, o,

No. of Samples taken by Officer of S.A. for analysis,
Adulterated, Nil.

No. of Samples taken by Officer of S.A. for bacteriological
examination, Nil.

No. of Cowkeepers in district (including five for own use
only), 40. No. registered 40.

No. of Cowkeepers who are Milk Sellers also, 17.

No. Purveyors only, 4.

No. of Cowsheds, 53. No. of Inspections in 1921, 108,

Approx. No. of Mileh Cows in District, 240.

No. legal proceedings under D.C.M. orders, Nil,

Umner Foors—

No seizures or prosecutions during 1921. Nil

No. of Slanghterhouses—Registered 7; Licensed 9.

No. of Inspections during time of slaughter, 276.

No. of Bakehouses on Register, 8. No. of Inspections during
1021, 29.

Faorories axp Worksaors Aors—-

No. of Workshaops, ete. on Register, 68.
No. of Inspections during 1921, 77.
No. of Smoke Observations, 132.
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SCAVERGING—

No. of loads on Tips, 4,722; Land, 1,873; Total 6,506
Cost: Men's Wages 848 8 3
Team Labour - L2416 3 2%
Tips ... 61 B 6
2,126 0 0

By removal of Trade refuse and
salvage ... o 40 12 0

C. H. SCHOLEFIELD,

Sanitary Inspector.

8 PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF.

The Medical Officer of IMealth and the Sanitary Inspector will
receive a contribution to their Salaries from the Exchequer Grant,
after January, 1922,

The school nurse is appointed by the County Couneil.

A contribution is expected from the Couneil towards Maternity
Nursing.

[esuie J. Muxe, M.D., M.A.--M.O.H.
Crares H. ScmoLerieLp— SBanitary Inspector.
Misz 5. Daviesox—School Nurse.

G. Wiireneap —Veterinary Surgeon.

(9) HOUSING.

Eight new houses were completed during the year 1920, and
73 more were added during 1921. These are now occupied, and
26 others have since been completed.

A large number of the tenants are recently married or new-
comers 1o the distriet.

There are still a great number of houses which should be
demolished, as they are unfit for human habitation.

Number of new houses erected during the year : —(a) Total, T3 ;
(%) As part of a muniecipal housing scheme, 71.

1TNFIT DWELLING HOUSES — INSPECTION.

1. Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing defects
{under Public Health or Housing Acts), G1.

2 Number of dwelling-houses which were i1nspected and recorded
under the Housing {Inspection of Distriet) Regulations, 1910,
fil.
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d. Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so dungerous
or mjurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation, 3.

4. Number of dwelling-liouses (exclusive of those referred to under
the preceding sub-heading) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation, 46.

REMEDY oF DEFECTS WiTHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAL NoTices,
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence of
informal action by the Local Authority or their Officers, 35.
Action vspeR Starurory Powers,

A.—Proceedings under section 28 of the Housing, Town
Planning &ec. Act, 1919.

1. Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices were
served requiring repairs, 2.

L=
o

Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit : --
() by owners, 2.
(6} by Local Authority in default of owners, 2.

(=]

Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Closing Orders
became wperative in pursuance of declarations by owners of
intention to close, Nil.

B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts.

i

Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices were
served reguiring defects to be remedied, Nil.

2. Number of ||wnE|iug-hnuﬁl*ﬁ in which defects were remedied : —
() by owners, Nil.
(4) by Local Authority in default of owners, Nil.

C’.— Proceedings under section 17 and 18 of the Housing
Town Planning, &ec. Act, 1909.

1. Number of representations made with a view to the making
of Closing Orders, 3.

2. Number of dwelling-liouses in respect of which Closing Orders
were made, 1.

3. Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Closing Orders
were determined, the dwelling-houses having been rendered

fit, Nil.

4. Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Demolition
Orders were made, Nil,

5. Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of Demoli-
tion Orders, Nil.
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(10) METEQROLOGY.
Bainfall at Cote Wall, Mirfield, 1921.

§ Wrremprre Wa :_.-'wr.uw! ,ﬁ'i.:”'.lr Mesimmm Maxrmrum Kaiv.

Wondas | Fempera- carperasl Ne ef TR ' Temprra=| Pempera-| No.of Arderia i
2 If f-:l-:ll:'-r : fﬂf‘. l :J-'r'ﬂd:‘:lf 1": LT .n'i.ri. : .'1-::.::-'. IJr e'u{;:-. ':’Jr:;;r. 5 rﬁ raeches.
Jun....| 3613 | 475 a1 529 4438 | 762 7 080
Feb..| 3219 | 4021 8| b7 198 | 6817 | 18 | 488
Mar... 3140 418 | 18 | 176 4326 | 6317 T | 15
April | 324 725 | 9 | 18 118 65°15 12 3-8
May | 8819 | 528 | 15 | 154 31+9 4420 | 10 >38
Jane | 4131 | 6728 | 2 | 014 34-12 | 484 21 | 561

Total days of rain 141
Total rainfall 28°01 in inches.
This compares with 190 days and 41.28 inches in 1920.

(11) FAGTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

Two cases of anthrax and one of chrome poisoning were
reported on during the year.

Only 536 young persons were examined in the Dewsbury
District compared with 1237 in 1920

Tables C & D have bheen forwarded.

LESLIE J. MILNE,
Medical Officer of Health.



