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LIBRARY

MINEHEAD URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL,

MEDTCAL OFFICER OF HEALTH'S REDORT WOR 1951,

_ The Registrar General's figure for the poouletion of the
town is 7,339, the figure for 1950 being 7,331 and for 1949,
Ty232, It is probable that during the summer holidays this
Timire 1s more than doubled. The sessonal increasse usually
commences in June snd continues until September, There are
also minor varistions =%t Esster and Christmas,. The large
ma jority of the hotels, boardine houses and.apsrtments close
down for the winter months, The health of the commnity
during the year was good,

Vital Statisties,
Total, M, F.

Live Births - Legitimste 79 38 b4
Illegitimate - L

Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population 11.3

Total. M. P,
Deaths 125 50 75

Death Rate per 1,000 of the estimated reaident population 17.03

Death Rate of Infents under one yesr of age:-
ALl infants per 1,000 live births:- 12.05

Water Supply.

This has been on the whole satisfactory throughout the year,
The main supply from Nutscale Reservolr was always in full
supply as well ss the subsidilary supplies from Broadwood, Longwood
and Longcombe,

Temnorary shortages occurred in the Periton and Yopcott areas
due to heavy consumption in lower levels of the town during the
heleht of the sesson. A new trunk main has been connected to
remedy thisz defect snd should heve a beneficisl effect.

The ouality of the water suvply to the town is setisfactory.
As the supply consists of a mixture of trested end untrested
water 1t is not poselble to clesslfy the bacteriolorical results
geparately, ©Of the Ll samples examined bacteriologically L2
Fﬁg D%F 811l respects satlsfactory; 2 were not in all respects satis-
The results of the Conference with the Council's Consulting
Engineerse concerning plana for sterilisetion and storege of
sauoplies are atil1l bvefore the Council,

No sction of 2 permanent nature hes been taken in respect of
such reporta of contamination as have been received and
inveatigated, Any such action would involve the extensive
alterations at present being deliberated,

The slight plumbo action at present in the Longwood supply
is not sufficient to warrant any action,

wWith the exception of 8, which will shortly be replaced,
prectically a1l the dwelling housee (2,3L46) in the town are
supplied from oublic maina direet to the houses.






Swimming Pools,

There is one swimmineg vool situated on the sea front
which is nrivetelv owned. T™his pool is filled with sea water
which undermoes chlorination hefore belng admitfted to the pool.
The filtraetion and chlorination plant are under skilled mansge-
ment and the engineer is on Auty the whole of the time the bath
iz in overstion,. Freouent testing indicates that the water
errried the necessary amount of residual chlorine to ensure a
‘gale bethine weter, Twenty elcht samples were teken and submitted
for bactericlogicael examination and a1l were found to be sstias=
factory.

Somace Digposel .,

No sewerage wor¥s have talen nince dAuring the year, The
lower parts of the town still suffer considerseble inconvenience
- owine to the inability of the existing sewers to deal with heavy
gtorm water.

It i ouestiomable if the =torm drainage is dealt with as
A geparate entity whether the whole cuestion of the dArainage of
the lower part of the town will be solwved.

Aniother matier in this connection which recuires
consideration 1is the sewage outfall. It may well be that the
solution of this nroblem will also solve that Indiecsted in the
previous maracravh, The Couneil has hnd these matters under
discussion, but so far no decisions have been taven,

Foods,

Mo outbreaks of food voironing hawe been reported
during the year.,

Meat and other Toods.

Meat iz oprepsred for human Tond at the Minsheed Abattoir,
from where it ia dfstributed throughout the distriets of
Minghesd, Wetchet, Williton and Dulverton. 8o far as is
prectieal, all animals are inspected before slauchter, and
all carcases and offal are inspected in sccordance with
ingtructions 1aid down in Memo, 62 Foods, and sppropriate
sgtion ta¥ren where reounired,

A1l nisces where food iz prepsred, etec., including
the Aberttolr, shoms, stalls ond vehicles, are inspected
from time to time esnd action taken as reruired. Generally,
the cleanliness of these establishments and vehieles is
satisfactziy,












h-

Housing.

The total number of houses is 2,3L6, Mineteen houses were
erected during the year: fourteen by the Local Authority and five

by private enterprise. Fifteen houses were in course of erection
st the close of the year,

146 houses are reported as unsatisfactory in that two families
are occupyving the same house,

The total mumber of applicants for Council Houses at the end
aof the wvear was 202.

There were no pgrants made under the Fousing Aet, 1949, by
the Local Authority, An epplication wse made by the Local Authority
to the Minlstry for the improvement of LD houses in Lower Mesdow Road,
Alcombe, to provide bathrooms and sdditional kitchen space to houses
erected in the period 1923 - 1925, The applicetion for crent wae
approved by the Minlstry, but work on the scheme is not proceeding
owing to the greatly ineressed coste since the original estimate wae
prepared end prooossils gubmitted,

Pactories Act,

The Register of Factories is at present incomplete, Such
inspectiona am have heen made can therefore be no eriterion as to
the general edministration of the Act,

fAs ha® been mentlioned =lsewhere in this report, a complete
survey of the housing of the town 18 to be msde In the sutumm of
1952: thereafter it will be voseible to give a complete return as
reauired,

Overcrowding,

One case of overcrowding was rennrted snd wse gatisfactorily
dealt with,

Infectious Diseases,

A widespread epidemic of messles occurred which affected the
tovm snd the surrounding country. 35L cases were notified in the
Minehead aresa. The bulk of the cases were of a mild type. There
were no desths,

Several cases of whooving ecough occurred and a very few
gporadic cases of the other notifiable Aiser=es,. There were no
cases of Poliomvelitis,

Oageg reouiring institutionsl isolation are sent to Taunton
Isolation Hosplial,

Disinfection of premises after infectious disesse ia carried
out by the Local Authority, also after cases of an unhvgienic or
unvleasant neture,

M™ibercriosis,

There were 15 new cases of tuberculosis notified, There WeTe
no deaths.

Horpitel.

. The Minehead & West Somerset Hospital is entirely administered
by the Bridgwater, Minshesd & Butleigh Management Committee,

Local representation in the menscement of the Hospital exists
in the Wouse Committee of the Yospital, on which the town is
represented, This Committee is responsible for the day to day
supcrvision of the Institution and is empowered to make recommendations
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and representations to the Committee of Menagement. The Committee
of Management is represented on the Committee by three of its
members,

Ambulsence Services,

During the year under review the smbulsnce services vested by
the Ministry in the County Council have been cerried out by the
B8E. John imbulsnece Brigade to the entire satisfaction of the
commnity, Under the arrengement with the County Counecil the cost
of the runnlneg and malntenance of the smbulences is the concsrn of
the Countv Council, Pour full=time treined ambulence Arivers are
maintained, The remainder of the Serviece, which ineludesz all
night work, is carried out by the loesl embulance and nursing
divisions, This part of the Service 13 entirely wvoluntary and
maintained with the finsncial support of the eceners1 mublie.

Clinics.

Glinies, with the excention of Infant Welfare, are now held
at the Minehead and West Somerset Heosnital,

Vital Statistics.

: Anl eneElyals of the vits?) statistics shows theat the totel desths
registered mere 125: in 1950 the number was 127,

The totel live births were 83 comprred with 96 the previnus
vesr,

With regerd to the desths occurring in sge groups, 88 occurred
over the age of 70, snd of these 39 cccurred between 70 and B80; 39
batween 80 end 90 and 10 at 90 or over, It would seem that of the
125 destha onil'y 37 failed to resch the three score years snd ten,

In considering the ceuses of death there ia very 1ittle wvariation
from the nrevious year. There were 22 deaths from melicnant disease;
21 from vascular lesions of the nervous system. There were 56 deaths
from heart disesse; of these 13 were due to coronary diseasse of the
heart, There were 3 deaths from influenza, When consldered in
conjunction with the deaths in age groups this calls for no comment.

— —_———— —— -

®inelly, there are two problems to which I called your attention
in my least report, the water supply and the sewerage, These problems
are sti111 before yvou. The health of the town is implicit in the
efficiency of these two serviges, Your water supply 1s asdecuate as
will be seen from the section desling with this matter, The sewersge
is neither adequate nor efficient when considered in relation to storm
water, Definite action is ecalled for now, as the difficulties of
dealing with it will increase disproportionately with the erowth of the
town. Tt has bern under your consider-tion for some time and the
pdditional information which hes been collected points to the necessity
for sarly action,

It is a metter of congretulstion thet & survey of the existing
provnerty of the srea hes been fixed for the coming yesr. 'When this
has been completed it will be pos=ible to heve a clear conception of
the h~usine recuirements and the state of the nroperty elready in being.
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