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MILMROT URBLN DISTRICT COUNCIL
Lnnual Re of  the Senior lic Health Inspector

for the yvear 1970

Mr. Chairpen, Ladies and Gentlenmen,
I have ouch pleasure in subnmitting to you oy seventh /fnnuel Report,

1970 ended with the post tragic and untinely death of the Lancaszhire
County Council Public Health Inspector, Mr, K, Walnesley., Because of his
efficionoy, friendly nanner and genuine interest in the Districta he
served, Mr, Walnesley was always a welecnme caller, No natter how busy he
bgyhave been, he always pade tine to discuss, advise or assiast in any way
he could., His passing was widely nourned and Milnrow is not the only
Distriot in which he will be sadly missed and which will be the poorer for
his passing,

The firat full year of the inplementation of the 1969 Housing lot
brought a welcone inerease in the nuober of properties ioproved during the
year and every indication is that 1971 will bring even greater increases,
During the year 4 applications for the maxioun £1,000 grant were approved,
Payoent of grant was responsible in no spall way to the steady reduction
in the nunber of pail closets, while this report shows only 5 pail closets
less than the previcus year, work was in progress at the end of the year to
replace pany nore by the provision of meptic tanks,

The feirly frequent bad discolouration of water supplies and the
cogurrence of cutting off supplies without prior warning brought nany very
angry conplaints, While this arose quite often froo major pain burats,
this has not always been the case and protests nade by the Council to the
West Fennina Water Board for this spparent lack of consideration have been
fully justified,

& wery high atandard has besn paintained in the purity of ths water at
tha Roch Valley School Swincing Pool., e can be seen from the report not
ona of the saoples taken proved unsatisfactory, The results are
particularly pleasing considering the aoount of use of the pool and the fact
that the caretoker is wirtuslly self trained. Ja3 far as I can ascertain the
County appears to have no official instruction or training course in this
field ani much aseons to depend on the school caretaker's wlllingneas to
find things out for hinself, I feel that even a short course on this
subject would do nuch to ensure & high atandard of pool paintenance in the

County,

There iz no such shortape of instruction in the County's School Meals
Service, FKitchan staffs in the District's schools are cbviously well
verased in hygiens natters with tha result that the standard of cleanlincss
in these kitchona has been exmellent throughout the year, An expansion of
sinilar training of staff in private industry would be more than welcone
where the kitchens are in the nain quite good and oost of the staff
conscientious about cleanliness but do net always have sufficient knowledge
of hygiens to roalise their oethods oay be wrong and in sone cases could bae
h-u.rnful-

The nuwber of aninals slaughtered during the year (20,33) was slightly
greater than during 1969 (19,564) though the amount of meat condenned during
the sape period showed a decrease, 1724 aninels were found to be affected
with disease or injury ccmpared with 2,296 the previous year, This was I
think oainly due to the frequent totel condemnation of poor quality aninals
in the past making the denling in sueh aninals for food a leas profitable
undertaldng,

For the second successive year the munber of veohicles abandoned in the
District decreased and in every case such wehicles were renoved by the owner.
ligain there was no necessity to take legal action, the threat of doing so
and a reninder of the high penaltics inwolved was sufficiont toc scoure
renoval of the wvehicles,

cont'd...
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The Distriot's first trial paper sack scheme for refuse colleotion
was introduced on an ostate of 69 properties and appears to have been well
received, JLny disadvantages arising seen to be outwoighed by the
advantages of a gquieter, oleaner and easisr collection.

The Council were more fortunaste than pany authorities being unaffected
by industrial disputes whiech disrupted pany of the Country's refuse
collection services, Credit is due to the collection teans for the very
good serviece they have again oaintained, Cooplaints have been few and
oany of these were through natters beyond the contrcl of the sollectors,
parked wehicles blocking access, locked gates, hot ashea in bins, and lines
full of washing strung across entries, being the oain reasons for bina bedng
nissed,

Refuse disposal diffioulties presents a far nore gloony ploture,
4 rapidly £illing tip and a shortage of nore tipping space resulted in tha
Counoil's participation in a Regional disposal schene, The propesed schene
offaring total inoinsration appeared to be the anawer to a prayer but
douhts of the schens receiving loan sanction could oean a aerious disposal
problen in the near future, The distance to existing disposal plants,
operated by other authorities, would make disposal there an expensive
proposition as well es eausing ineviteble delays in colleetion, Even thess
plants nay not be available to Milnrow if Rochdale, who would be ainilarly
affected if new plant doe not oaterialise, should pake use of then,

Use of tha Council's froe dispesal servise of bulky donestic wasta,
furniture, cookers, ete, increases yearly and -every week the ocllectors now
have a fornidable list of pick-ups to handle, However it would seen that
soma have not yet heard of the service or do not cheooss to use it for all
too aften they dunp nattresses, old chedirs and the like throughout the
Distriet to the annoyance and ineonvenience of others, Surely it noust ba
ouch eweier to 1ift a '"phone or send a ncte to the Health Departoent than
to hunp these large articles of furniture to some secluded spot, presunably
of'ten at dead of night,

The increased rat activity seen during 1969 dus mainly to disturbance
by ootorway workings, appearsd less apparent durdng 1970 and there has besn
& nerked reduetion in the nuober of properties found to be infested by rats
or oiee, The aain rat population has been found on watercoursaes, tips,
ete, where continuous trestpent has been naintained throughout the year,
Treatnent for nice has becone a ouch nore tine consuming operation due to
the now conplete resistanca of ndse in the District to anti-coagulant polsons,
The unsuitehility of nore severe poisons on nany prenises or the oouse's
roluctance to nibble other poisons has resulted in often resorting To blunt
instrucents, old fashicned traps.

I wish to record ny appreciation to the Chairpan and Mechers of the
Health Conoittes for their help during the year and uy thanks to Mr, Taylor,
Mry Mills and Mra, Loriner for their invealuable help end support in
carrying out the dutles of the Health Departnent, I an alsco grateful to
all the enployees on refuse collection, rodent control and tip control
for thelr consclentious services throughout the year,

Ian,
Yours faithfully,
H, JOHIWSON,
Sonicr Public Health Inspector




ENVIRONUENTAL HEALTH

Sandtary Circumstances of the irea
Housing

Nusber of dwellings erscted during the year

By other bodies 39
By Looal Luthority €9
Inspection of dwellinghouses during the year :
 Total nunber of dwellinghouses inspected for housing defects
(under Public Health or Housing Acta) 592
Number of inspections made for that purpose (inel, R.V,'s) S0,
Fumber of dwellinghouses found to be in sush a state asz to
be dangercus or injuricus to health 61
Fumber of dwellinghouses {axcluding those referred to under
preceeding sub-heading) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation but capable of being
rendered fit, 3oz
H of defects d the year without the service of formal notice
Fumber of defective dwellinghouses rendered fit in consequence
of informal actlon by the Lecal Authority or its officers 51
Aotion under Statutory Powers during the year
Froceedings under Public Health fct,
Nusber of dwellinghouses in respect of which formal notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied, 16
Humher of dwellinghouses in which defects were remedied after
gervice of formal notice
a) by owmer 16
b) by Local authority in default of owner -
Prmeu;i;irﬁn. under Housing hots
Humher of dwellinghouses in respect of which Demolition Ordars
were made. 12
Humber of dvellinghousea demolished in pursusnce of Demolition
Orders 5
Housing fot, 1 Part IV — Overcrowding
Number of dwellinghouses overcrowded at the end of the year Nil
Kuober of families therein Kil
Humber of cases of overcrowding reported during the year Nil
HNumber of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year Hil
Houses in the district and their sanitary conditions
Housea L3535
Farms 65
Caravan Sites 1
S8hops, with dwelling accommedation 97
Public Houses, scodal oclubs, eto, 25
Factaries, workshops, lock-up shops, etc, 168
Houses, back to back gf
Houses, back to earth &
Pail elosets 71
Waste water closeta i
Water cloaets L315
Ashbhina 4912
Paper Sacks 69



Council Houses Pro-flar Post War
4 badroon houses k& o
3 “ 5 390 139
E ;] n 122 15&
1 bedroom bungalows 12 101
2 Q] Lil 4, 52
1 bedroon flats - 18
2 L] L1 - 13
Singlo person flats - 18
Prefabricated bungaloma - -
& L
Total 1042
Other dwellings purcheased by Council B3
Total houses owned by Council 25
IMFROVEMENT GRANTS
Housing Lot House Purchaae
1965 Housing Aet, 1969
Izprovement Grants Standard Grants
No, of dwelling housea No, of dwelling
or buildings affected houses or buildings
affestad
Aoticn during year
(a) Submitted by private
individuals to Local
Authority 33 36
(v) Approved by Loecal
Luthority 3 2%
(¢) Bubmitted by Local
huthority to Miniatry 2 -
(4 Pinally approved by
Ministry 2 =
{e) Work completed 21 30
Wator Supply

The water supply to the district weas provided by the West Femnine Water
Beard, The water is from the meorland gathering ground, OFf tha 3967
dwellings of the distriect 3822 are supplied from the mains, The houses not
receiving mains water are those ssattered throughout the cuter fringe where
thera are no water meins and are farm houses and small hamlets, The supp
being fron private wells and springs, Freguent discolouration due to
suspended matter, occurred in the mains supply. Isclated cases of poor
supply due to build up of sediment in pipes slso occurred.

Sespling

14 sanples were taken from publie and private water suppliea for
bacteriologicel exanination, of these, the water from 7 private supplies
proved to be unfit, alternative supply wes arranged,

There are no stand pipes in the distriot,

Suioning Baths

Thara is one school swinming bath, used by warious crganisations in
the Diatriect as well as by schools,

Method of treatnent is by comtinuous filtration with a 6=hour turn
over pericd and breakpoint chlorination,



Number of liater samples taken

Bacteriological 28 = 411 aatdiafaotery,
Chenical 8 = L1l satisfaotory,

Sewage Disposal

Most of the distriet is sewered and the sewnge is treated at the sewage
works at Uncouth,

The nuober of pail eclosets in the district is now 7L, The night ascdl
pollection iz carried out by a gully emptier fitted with night =soil
attapkoent and disposed of by discharging into tha zewer for treatment
at the sewage works,

Publio Cleansing

Domestie Hefuse

The clesansing sorvice is oparated by ona 20-ocu,yd, and one 12 cu-yd,
dual tip vehielss and cne 25 cu,yd. vehiele with mechaniecal pasker which
are staffed by two drivers and six oen, 4 weekly service was maintained
throughout the District with the exception of 60 properties in the ocut
district were a fortndghtly collecticn was nada,

The refuse is eoptied from 4192 ashbins and 69 paper sacks,

The refuse collsction vehicles covered 6,664 miles and collected
1,325 loads,

This represented approximately 24,000 cu,yds, or 3,430 tons of refuse,

Disposal

The refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping, The 3,430 tons of
refuse were disposed of by levelling, covering with earth and consclidating
with the nechanical showvel, Any nuisance arising hes been quickly reoedied,

Dusathinsg

The providing of dustbina under the municipal bin scheme is stdll
working very satisfactorily and during the year 243 ashbins have been renswed
and 38 new ashbins provided, plus 69 paper sacks now in use on The Cray,

Offensive Trades

There are no offensive trades in the diatriet,

Clean Lir Lok, 125

3l obsarvations, visita and inspeoticns were made regarding the provisions
of tha Clean [ir Lok,

Prevention of Dacage by Pests act, 1945
One rodent cperator is employed full tima,

Typesz of Property

| Fon—agricultural | Agricultural

{a) No. of properties in distrist L2 65

(b) Total nusber of properties
(incl, nearby prenoises)

inspected following notification 153 1k
(o) No, of (b) infested by = rats 36 11
mice B6 2

() Total number of properties
inapected for rats and/or mice
for reasons other than
notification 2 i

(e) No, of () infested by — rats
nicae
- 3. .

ha
1




There appears to have been lnsreased rat aotivity on rivers, watercouraes
ete, Concentrated treatment of these, refuse tips, ets, carried out,

Factories

There are B3 facteries in the distriet made up as follows :-

Bakers

Blegaching and Dyeing

Core 0ils and Foundry Machinery Renowvation
Cotton Sploming and Cotton Weate Spinning
Enginecring

Handiorafta

Heoping and Packing Blankets
J oinars

Laundry

Motor repair garages

Hon Ferrous Foundry

Paper Tube Hamufasturers
Flastic Bag Mamufacturers
Portable Buildings

Printersa

S8laughterhouses

Spring Makers

Surgical Cotton Manufasturers
Waste Recovery

Woodwork pachindata

Vool Sorter

Precast Concrete

Fibre Glass Froducts

HHEHHFHEHWENEEEHEEE O EW- o

Schools
There are 5 schocls, 3 of which are Loeal huthority owned and 2
Kon-Local futhority owned,

£11 5 achools are on the district's main drainage systen and have mains
weter supply.

L of the 5 aschools have kitchens and achool neals are propared in aitu
whils the fifth achool has peals delivered to a scullery.

Hilk

18 sapples of nilk were taken for bioclogical examination, the results
being as follows :

Results
Pogitive | Negative | Ne result
{a) Tuberculosis - - -
(b) Brucellesis - Ring Teat 3 15 -
{e) " Culture Test 1 2 - r
(a) n Biclogical Test - - -

Ooo cow found to be exoreting Brucella organisms was disposed of,

Inspection and Supervision of Food
There are 98 food prenises, 13 visits have been made to thess prenises,

Food Prenises

Grocery and Frovisions

Sweets and Soft Drinks

Restaurants, canteens and anack bars
- h‘ L]

Type of Business No,
Bakera and Confectioners 5
Butchers 8
Pried Fish & Chip [
Greangrosara T
a8
2
12



Licensed prendses - publio houses and cluba 25
Others B

Inspeoction of Meat and Other Foods

Slawghterhouses

There are fm_jr private slaughterhouses in operation in the distrist,
100% neat inspection was maintained throughout the yoar,

Controlled hours of glaughtering

2 slaughterhouses 8,00 a,m, to 5,30 p.o, Monday to Friday,
2 slaughterhouses 8,00 a.n, to 5.30 p.n. Monday to Friday and
8,00 a.n. to 12,30 p.n. Saturday,

During the year 2,622 visits have been made to slaughterhouses,

R W T ——— -

i
- Cattle
axpsl, Cowas | Celves | Sheep | Piga
g Ceowa
E
; Nurber killed 1727 1763 | 82 SL08 | 6617
Nuober inspected 1727 1763 821 anng | 6617
A1l diseases except Tuberculosis
yaticerel
Vhole carcases condeonad 2 L) 19 L 17
Caroasea of which soma part or
Organ was ocondenned 175 50U 11 208 | 618
Percentage of the nuober inspected
affocted with disease other than 10,25 | 31,86} 3.65 2,25 | 9,59
tuberculosis and cysticerci,
|
Tuberoulosis enly
iWhole parcases condeomed - = = - ==
Carcasez of which sone part or
organ was condenned - - - - 48
| Percentage of the nuoher inspected
affected with Tuberculosia - - - - | 1.8
Cysticercosis
Carcagses of which sone part or
organ was ocondenned b & - - -
Carcases subnitted to treatnment
by refrigeration 2 3 = = =
f General and total condepned - - - - -

Food and a Lok, )
Sanpling

The Lancashire County Couneil are the Food and Drugs Authority and
ocarry ocut this work,

A total of 49 samples was obtained conprising 35 milks (1 of which was
Channel Islands nilk) and 14 others as follows ;-

1 Orange Drink (to be diluted) 1 Soup Mixture, dry

1 Beef Curry with Rice, dried 1l Coffan

1l Chicken Curry with Rioe, dried 1 Irish Stew, canned

1 Fish, camoed 1 Heat Paste

1 Breakfast Coreal 1 Chicken in Jelly, canned

1 Pudding, canned 1 Corned Beef

1 Biscuits ; 1 Junior Dessert, canned (Apples)




- f -

I give below dotails of those sanples on whinh tha County Analyat

EaYe adverse roports =

Sanple

Informal (Channel
Islands) nilk

Irish Stew, canned

Corned Beef

Shops Lot

Result of Linalysis
3

Contained .09 Units per on
penieillin,

Meat content only 153%,
Should either contaim 3

neat or be additionally
laballed "Ready Meal™
(11lustration on ean suggests
the presence of approxinately

24% oeat)

Contained a lunp of conorete
weighing 11% grannes which
had ocertainly been cannad with
the neat,

Lintion Taken
Proeducer notified,

Manufacturer advised,

Cooplainant inforoed
and packere cautioned,

Thers are 107 shops, 25 publie houses and ¢lubs and 2 of'f-licencas,

Typs of Business
Boot and shoe
Butahars
Cheoists

Bakera and Confectionera

Drapers
Elactrical Goods
Panoy Goods

Fried Fish oand Chips

Gowna

Grocary and Provisgiona

Hairdressers
Hardware
Hertalist
NHewsagzents

Paint and Wallpaper
Pot Food and Gardening Eguippent

Swests and Tobaoco

Greengrocery and Fish

Drug 3tore
Betting Shops
Launderettes
Optigian

Hurnhar

HMMHHMHNWHPGHHU\HHQWH@M

Offines, Shope and Railway Prenises fot, 1963

Glasa of Prenises

Yholesale
Retail | shops

(a) No, of registered
rreoises at end of
year

Catering
astablish-

pents open | Fusl
to publio, storage

(b) No, of registered
prenises receiving
a gznoral inspect—
ion during year

Offices | shops warehouses | cantcens depots |
[ 1 1 J 2

{¢) No, of exempticns
current at emd of

year

= = =

() No, of visits of all kinds by inspectors ro reglstered prenises - 26










