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Public Health Department,
Council Offices,
Midhurst.

September, 1943,

To The Chaiman and Membara
of the MIDHURST RURAL DISTRICT CORGCIL.

Mr.Chairmen, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honowr to present to you my first Annual Report
on the Health of the Midhurat Rural District and the work of the
Public Health Departmont during the year 1942, The Report is the
E9th in the series.

Owing to war conditions, the Minister of Health has glven
instmuctions that the present Report should be curtailed, =nd that
tor security reasons all reference to local populations ond
activities in comnection with war-time, industrial, militcry, or
other important developmenta such ss extensions of wabcr =prly
sdwarage warks, or other publie utility undertakings, =ovdld ba
omitted.

In spite of the incressed pressure of war conditions thare
is no apparent deterioration in the gemeral health of tha comrumnity,
andl there has been no notable feature regerding the pruvelsnce of
infectios or other diseazes in the diatriet during the yoav,.

The birth rate, 14.67 per 1,000 population, shows o consider-
able increase over that of the previous ysor, whilst the death rate
of 11.24 per 1,000 population has romcined almost stationary, The
incregase in birth rate is due in pert to an actusl increase in the
number of births apnd in part to a lowering by 950 of the Registrar
Goneral's gatimote of the District's population st Mid 1942.

The diphtheria imminisstion compaign hos besn continued
throughout the year, it being estimated that at the end of the yoar
39% of children under five years and 87% of children eged five to
fifteen years had received a course of protective inoculations. The
percantage of children under five years who have been immunised is
8till disappointing and en intensive campaign to improve this position
is at present in progress,

In spite of the heavy additional dutiocs which have been placed
on the Senior Senitary Inspector, including those of Local Fuel
Overaser and Food Decontamimntion Officer, and the absence of the
Aasigtant Tnspector on servico with H.M. Porces, the genersl work of
the Departmont has beocn well meintained. Progress has bsen nade
Tuparding the improvem:nt of insanitary dwellings, but hEousing cordit icna
in many parts of the Distriet are still far from satisfzctory,
vnfortunately owing to the shortage of labour amd meterlials wnir
esasntial warks cen be carried out at the present time., Tve of Lin
most pressing needs of the District are the provision of a jublle mein
water supply and the construction of a sewersge schame in Luose

. populous perts of the District which are at pressnt without Lhase
essential publie services,

In emelusion, I wish to tender my thanks to the merbera of the
Council for their continued support, and t6 Mr.T.G.Henry for his loyal
co=0operation and assistence during the yeer.

I have the honour to be,
: Your cbedient Servant,
ERIC WARD.

Madicnl Officer of Health.
- 1 —





















Section III.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
Water EEH :

Water is supplied to certain areas in the Rural District
by three statutory water undertakers, viz. the Midhursat Rural
District Council, whose sources of supply are situate at Rother-
fiald =nd Hanley, serving the Parishes of Midhurst, Esseboume
and Weat Lavington, the Wey Velley Water Company serving the
Perishes of Fernhurst, Linchmere, Nerth Ambersham and to a slight
extent north Iping end Trotton, the Petersfield Rural District
gouncil supplying the Parish of Rogate, With the exception of the
Gouncil®s supply at Henley, the water supplied by the above mentiomed
undartakers is ehlerinsted. All supplies have been satisfactory
throughout the yeer both as regerds quality and quantity.

Midhurst Rural District Couneil Water Undertaking,

I understerd {rom the Zouncil'z WatermoTks Manager,

Mr.3,B.Stratford, that no aeqjor alterations have been made at the
Weterworka, and no cabogsirna Lo axisting water meina have ‘been
earrisd ont during ta= JozT i LT

Hater Seaplies,

During the year, a tctal of six samples were taken from
the Council's sources of supply, 3 being taken from Rotherfield, 2
from the reserve reservoir at Kniphtafield, the remaining sample
baing - fromn ths Henley supply. With one sxception the samplas wers
raported to be of: satisfectory bacterial purity; one sanpls .
submitted from the Knightsfield Reservoir was found to be slightly
contominated. .

Way Valley Water Company's Underteking.

During the yeer reports on 12 samples of water taken from .
the rising main from the Company's well at Hindhead end. from the
outlet filters at Tilford Meads heve been received. The report was
that all the samples wore found to be of satisfactory bacterial
mrity. ; ;

In addition, reports have been received on four semples which
were submitted for chemical ‘mralysis, all of which indicate that the
samplas were satiafactory for all distetic purposes.

Petersfield Rural District Council Weter Undertaking.

One report on o sample of water teken from this supply wea
received during the year. The report shows the sampla to be of
satisfactory bacteriel purity.

rd

No extension to mains wes carried out during the yesr.

Other Supplies.

Samples of water were taken throughout the year from 16
private estate wells and distributioh meins. Reports on theae
gamples show in a mugber of casee considerable fluctuation in the,
quality of the water from one or two aources, whilst from othera
the supplies were found to be of doubtful guality. One Eatate
supply was found to be persistently unsotisfectory throughout the
year, four of the five sanples taken being reported upon as having
a hgh degree of bacterisl impurity. The most satisfactory manner
of dealing with these conditions is the installation of small
chlorination plants at the various sources of supply, and the owners
of three private estzte undertaldngs provided suiteble plants during
the year., In the cese of one small astate supply, trouble was
experi enced on secount of sand geining access to the service pipes.






























Supply of Dipktheris Anti-toxinm,

There hove been no chenges during the yesr with regerd to
the supply of enoti-toxin to Vedicsl Fragtitlioners,.

ﬁinhtlwria Irrmmiaatinn.

. Further comsidearoble progress hos been made during the
yeer in the Diphtheria immnisation esmpaign when 316 children of
pre-school ege, and 455 childran aged 5 to 15 years received &
complete course of injeetions. At the end of the year, it was
estimated that 87% -of ‘the children oped 5-15 years, and 39% of the
child oopulation nged 0=-5 yeers hnd received a complets course of
immunisation, Whilst the percentege of protected children in the
9-15 years group is excepblonslly good, the percentage of 39 in
respect of children of pre-school cge is =zomewiat disapppointing.
In view, however, that the percentage of the child population in
the letter cge group immunised at the commencement of the year was
estimeted to be slightly less than 20, the actual progress during
the year as o whole mst ba considered ca being sctiafactory. An
extensive campoign ia in progress to improwvs the position regarding
children in the 0-5 years age group.

As in -:.rrauinua yeara, immmisstion wes corried out by
Medical Qfficere of the County Hemlth Depertmsnt,

Scerlet Favar,

During the year 18 ceses of this disecse (ineluding 1 non=
civilian) were notified, cg compared with 21 for the yeer 1941. Of
the 18 cases, 9'were removed to the City of Chichester Isclation
Hospital vhere the everage length of stoy was 30 days. The notified
ceges were mild in charseter and all the prtients made good recovaries,
The cases were distributed throughout the distriet, 10 Porishes
being affected, those with the grezter number of notificetions being
Eblsted end North Anbershem eszch with 4 cazes, ~ The ceEses oddurred
aporadically throughout the year, the months with the greatest incidence
being Jemery ond Soptanber, when 4 persons wers notified in each month,
During the month of November = small outbreck of the dissese occurred
at 2 residentisl school situcte inh the Parish of North Ambersham, when
S bocrders were notified who were subsegusntly removed to Hospital,
Ji previous ease hed occurred st this School in the month of September
but no furthér coses cccurred until Novembar. With a view to determin=
ing the source of the epidemic, the services of the Psthologist at the
Emergency Public Health Lgbnrut.nn, Christ's Hoapital, were enlisted,
wio first visited the School on the 6th November when nose and throat
swabs were token from the day b-:nyn', boerdera and adolt staff, Tha
Treporte on theze swabs showed o large number of the day boys', boarders,
end members of the staff to be carrying Haemolytic Streptococed. i
Further awebs were tzken on the 9th Hovember, 25th Hovember and 8th
+ Decambar, and from these, three adult persons were found to be suspected
sources of infection including one who appeared to be a perasistent
cerrier. These porsons were suitsbly isolnted and kept under medical
supervisivn until pronounced tc be fres from infection, : ;

" The benafit of parﬂqip&tiﬂn in the Emerpency Public Health
Labordtory Service was strikingly demonstroted by the work earried
out by the Pethologist, Dr.L.Foulds. In all, 494 swcbs were examined
in connection with the outbreek, and if the cost of examire tion of
these swabs hed been charged &t the usual rates it would have entailed
expenditure unting to gt léast £75.0.0d., whereas the total mmel
coet to the Council for participotion in the schems is only £117.0.04
which mim includes the cost of routine examinaticn of e fair number
. of weter and milk sanples, and cny other hacturioiugmnl work reguired
j-'ll the ﬂl-ﬂtﬁﬂtl
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Parish Jen Ft;t.!!ﬁ,-.; :--';:'g;: May | June] July |aug {Sept{Oct qiiov {Dec 1Total

Perphur st - =1 = |- - - | =1 = 1] ~-11 2
Harting -l =1 =t =1 = - - = = -1 =-165 o]
Lurgeshallj-~ § 1 | = 1 - - = | =1- -l=-1=-11
Rozate - E z - - - - - 1 - - - = 1

Totals | ={ 1

Haasles,

During the year 53 cases of Meagles wer notified as compared
with 195 in 1941, The casss cecurred sporadicnlly tiroughout the
year, although 557 of the totol notified coses occurred during the
letter three monihs. The apread of the disesse progressed in the
year 1943 apd recched epidemic proportions in the mooth of February.
The Parishes most atrected during 1942 were Ferrhurst znd Graffham
with 23 and 17 ca2sas respectively. In most coses the disease was
mild in chercetsr, oniy one case being cdmitted to Hospital, a child
evecues from & Dy Wareery cged 20 months, who, upon adanission to
Hospital wee seriously 11l with Pneumonia following Messzles. Tha
ehild's eondition 4id not improve =nd denth occurred nine deys after
adnisaion to Isoletion Hospitel,

The distribution of the notified cases is shown in the
following Tebls :-

Parish I:;‘:JFE'L:- e JAor I!‘-E:.j.f!.]une ,July |Aug s Sept jOct {lovDec4Total
I | [
o : =I ;

B.levington - | =} = | =} =~ | 1 - -] - Bl =glie= 4
Elﬁt&ﬂ - - - - — - - - - - e 1 1_
Fernhurst |- |~ | 9 |6 | = 1 - | 4 B |l=1=| 2
Graffher SR 1 £ gl IR - S R 6 |9 (2] 1%
Lﬂdﬂiﬂr‘th — b = = L i 1 i - - - 1 £l - E
Hﬂgl;tﬂ - - 1 - - - i - - = - - l
Til 1i!‘1gl-0ﬂ 1. - - Lo - . ! - - - - l_ | 4 5

Totals | = | = {10 |6 |- frrid e o ens |7 | 53

=" f = —

Enteric Fever and Dysentery.

o eescs of typhoid, para-typhold or dyeentery wers notified
during the year =nd no deoths were registersd zs due to these
disezses.

Puerparc]l Pyrexio.

As in the yenr 1941, one case of this condition was noti fiad
during 1942.

The potient was admitted to Southlends Hospiteal, Shorsham-
by-See, where she meds o good recovery. lio deaths wers attributed
to Puerpercl Sepsis or other Pusrpersl couses during the year.

Qphthalmis Neonatorum,.

Two cenes of thiz condition wers notified during the year
a8 compared with one for the previous yeer. Both children mede
canplete recoveries without impairment of vision.
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