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HEALTH DEPARTHENT,
5, SUFFIELD STREET,
MIDDLETON.

September, 19568,

Mr. Chalrman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting for your considseration my
Amual Report on the hsalth and sani tary circumstances of thes
distrint. The estimated mid 1957 population of the Borough
was 50,150 representing an increase of 3,270 on the figure for
the previous year and an inecrsase of 17,548 on the 1951 census
flgwroe of 32,602,

The total birchs numbered 1,118 which represents an increass

of 98 on the flgure for 1956 and an adjusted rate of 19,5 per
1,000 of the population, Twenty-elght Infant deaths occurred
durlng the year, giving an infant mortality rate of 25 as
comparecd with the natlonal figura of 25, Of the 28 deaths,
19 occurred 1a the first month, 16 being dus to prematurity amd
congenita defommities. An intensive National Research Survey
1s now baing urdertaken te investigate the underlying causes of
such early deaths with a view to preventive action.

The vast bulk of the 1,939 infsctious diseases notified
was due to a measles epldemlc which, not unexpectedly. occcurred
during the early part of the year. Otherwlse, there was little
untoward, apart from a brief but intensive epidemic of influenza
in the late swmer/early autumn., Since this 1s not a notifiable
dilsease, the course of the outbreak is best exemplifiled by
reference to schoel attendance figures and 1xdustrlal absenteelsam,
Towards the end of the school week erding Friday, 9th September,
the attendance figures at local achools showed a rapild decrease
which acceleratsed, unt1l at the peak of the outbreak, during
the third week, 50% of the puplls were absent, From then on,
the position Improved so that during the first week in Ootober,
the overall attendance flgures st schools was B3% of the total
registered pupils, and in the following week, the attendancea
were normal for the seasocn of the year, Schools apart, many
indust rial firms reported big gaps in staffing, Fortunately,
the course of the infectlon was mild and serious complications
a rarity. In retroapact, the public concern felt at the out=
get of the spldemic wes attributable to the formldeble title
of the 1llnsss, i.e. "Aslan "Flu" and the preceding publicity
rather than to any particulsr virulence of the disease 1tself.

No cates of pollomyelitis or diphtheria occurred dur
the year. Tha offer of vacclinatlon against poliomyelitis
was extended to ineclwie all ~kldren between the ages of €
months and 15 years, tcgether wilth other speclal grcups, and
as far as zupplles woere available, vaccinatlon proceeded
gatiafeoctorily.,

Thirty-2even new cases of tubsreuloais were notifisd. In
additlon, 44 cases were transferred into the Borough from cutside
Authorities, This latter figure shows a decrease of 9 on 1856
and of 51 on 1955. This reduction 1=, of course, mainly a
»oflection of the reduced secale of re-housing on the overspill
gatata,
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The staffing position was improved by the appointment
of an’ additional Public Health Inspector. This addition was
opportune 1 view of the slmm clearsnco programe commltments
and the addltional dutiec in respect of the Clean Alr Act,
Proposals submitted to the Ministry of Housing anml Local
Governmont 1n Aumst 1955 sot out the.Councilis proposals for
alum clearance, It envisaged the clearance of 484 }gousea
duriag the filve years 1956 to 1960 ineclusive, 1In 1957, a
total of 114 houses wore represented for inclusion in clearance
areas, In due course and following the holding of a publice
enquiry the approval of the Ministry was obtalned to the
Cleararce Orders, In additlion 2 houses were dealt with as
"individually unfit" and the occupants re-housed, thus ths
total of 116 houses durirg 1957 together with the previous
year'!s figure of 121 representa a total of 237 houses dealt
with @uring the firast two years of the programme,

In the post-war periocd the emphasls regardling new house
bullding was understandably on the famlly dwell ing. How,
however, an 1ncreasing proportion of the bullding programme 18
being devoted to the needs of old people by the provision of
bungalows and flats, Over the Country as a whole and judged
by the index of bullding of one-bedroomed houses, this provision
has increased anmually from 73% in 1952 to nearly 16% in 1857,
In this respact, 12'&%' of the post-war house building in Middleton
was devoled to the needs of the aged. The Council further
considered during the year a rather speclial scheme of re<housing
for the aged, in wilch spacial facilitles such as the call-bell
syatem ard a Resldent Warden should be avallable, and 1t was
agreaed that the matter be further investigated 1in relatilon to
the Hollins Green eatate, camprising 3 bungalows for the aged.

Hegerding atmospherie pollution, it 1z gratifylng to
report the initial steps taken towards the establlshment of a
amoke control aresa and at the same time the increasing efforts
were being mede to reduce the smoke emission from industrial
premises within the Borough,

I thank the Chalrman and members of the Health Committes
Tor thelr unfaillng encouragement and surport. I acknowledgs
the generous help received on all occasions from the Town Clerk
and em indebted to the Chief Publlie Heslth Inspector and the
ataff of his doportment for itheir ever-willing help and
co=operation,

I am, Ladiez and Gentlemen,
Youra faithfully,
T, P. O'CRADY,

Medleal Officer of Health.
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POPULATION.

The Reglatrar General's satimate of population for the
year 195% is 50,150, which 1s 3,270 more than the estimated
population for 1956 and 17,548 more than the Census population
for 1951,

BIRTHS,

.1,118 llve birihs wers asslgned to the borough, representing
an adjusted birth rate of 19,8 'per 1,000 of the population,
compared with the flgure of 16.1 for England and Wales, This
1s tha highest birth rate since 1947.

In this connection it should bt noted that the birth rate
a3 shown 13 based on the mid-year population, whersas, in fact,
thia had increased by approximately, 2,100 in the last six
months of the year., For thls reasm, the birth rdte is in fact
somewhat lower than indicated by the figure of 19,8,

DEATHS.,

The number of deaths asaigned to Middlet on during 1957 was
472, giving a crude death rate of 9,4 par 1,000 of the population
and an adjusted rate of 13,6 compared with 11,5 for England and
Wales,

The age and ward incidence are shown in the following
table:

TABLE 3.
Age and Ward incidence of Deaths occurring in 1957.
nder

WARD 1 1-5 b5=15 15-45 4565 65-T6 75 and
upwerds. Total.

Stanycliffe 2 1 1 2 19 20 14 59
Hollins 1 il 1 it 4 14 9 31
Birch 8 2 2 6 5 5 5 33
Bowlee 6 - 1 4 8 2 2 23
Limefleld ]E. 2 - g 23 26 SE gg
Alkrington - L 18 18 3
Tonge 2 1 - - 13 12 6 34
Mills HH11 S - - 2 18 32 30 B8
Central 1 1 - 3 (5] 23 26 60
Total 28 8 6 282 115 152 141 472

The chief causes of death were dlseases of the Heart and
Cireulatory System, Cancer, and Diseases of the Reaplratory System,
which togethsr accounted for approximately 50% of the total
deatha, As an indiecation of the gradually ageing population it
13 noted that over 60% of the deaths wero in reiation to persons
of 656 years and upwards.

Cancer. The cancer death rate in Middlet on was 1,51 compared
with 1,81 in 1956. 0f the 76 deaths in 1957, 19 were dus to
cancer of the lung - 15 males and 4 females,

Tubsrculosis. There were 5 deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis,
glving a rate of 0,11 per 1,000 of the population.

Infant Mortality., There were 28 deaths, giving an Infant
mﬂﬁaﬁfy Tate of 25 per 1,000 live birthas compared with the
figure of 23 for England and Wales. 10 of these deatha occurred
in the firet day and a total of 12 in the first month of life,
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L1
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS D ISEASES.

TABLE Y.
Romaved fo
Infectious Disesases No. no3 a

3sarlet Pever ... yis Hais R Su's 39 4
Mﬂaﬂ-lﬂﬂ LI L] L) LI LU lll1’54a 10
Wheooping Cough ... - - 2as aw e 1 RdR G
Pnall.l-mmniu L LI LI L LU LR Eﬁ' 18
m’ﬂﬂntarf L L LI B L B | L L [ B B ] '52 5
Fcuﬂ PDia":‘ning L I B & 5 4 ok & & B [ 6 ==
Meningococcal Infection,. N1 s = 2 2
Acute Poliomyelitia -~ Paralyiic ses T - ™
Non~Paralytic.. aee - -
Encephalitis - Poat Infactious. e Eralin 1 1
P'I.I.ET"\:IEJI"El PFI'E'IEB--& [ LR “w @ [ 5‘ =
ErFﬂipelﬂE--n TR aaw e e o ow wwE = i
C'P'hthﬁlm’n.ﬁ NHoonatorum ... assw naw raw = =
Puln";ﬂn&r;f Tuberculosis... . aw e e a 33 lg
Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis ... e T 4 1
1,939 69

The total number of infactious diseases notified during
the year siiowed a marked increase on the figures for 1956, due
in the main to an epldemic of Msaales,

POLTOMYELITIS.

Although no case was notified during the year the dsath
of a 15 month old baby which occurred whilst famlly were eway
on holiday from the district was attributed to Acube
Policmyelitls,

DIPHTHERIA.
No case of Diphtheria has occurred in Middleton since 1851,

A letter lasued during the year by the Chlef Medlecal
O0fficer, Minlstry of Health, polnted cut that slnce 1940 some
122 million children have been immunised against diphtheria and
that the incldence of this dlsease has falilen from a yearly
average of 58,000 cases and 2,800 deaths (1930 - 39) to bl ocases
and 8 deaths 1in 1966,

He callied attention to the fact that the great success of
the immuniseiion campalgn conbtalns the seeds of ltas own fallure
unless measurea are htaken to impress on parents who rarely see
or hear of diphtheria these daya, that the Immunisation of their
infants 1s atlll a nscesaary measure of protectlon,

In 1556 44% cf bablea unier one year were immunised; though
thia was a ocmsiderabls improvement on tha figure of 36% for
the two previous years and a most ereditable one compared with
the 1951 figure of 28%, we cannot possibly reat contert with it,
The mreoscupation of paranta with vaccination against
poliomyelitis and wheooping cough 13 understandable but must not
be allowed to overshadow their responaibllity for having their
pables immunlsed agalnst diphtherila before the flrst birthday.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTAMNCES OF THE AREA, ETC.

B e

Sewage Dispoael

Sewage up to three times dry weather flow 1s treated at
the Mencheater Corporatlion Workas at Davyhulme.

Between three and six times dry weathsr flow passes through
storm tanks ac the old Middlston Dlaposal Works, Kelvin Avenus,
Hhﬂdﬂﬁu

Volumes 1n excess of six times dry weathsr flow are
discharged to the River Irk by means of a atorm over-flow.

The only areas wlthout proper dralnage system are the
villages of Birch and Bowlees with ths exception of lsolated
farmhouses,

Water Supply

The town 1s supplied with water by the Heywood and
Middlaston Joint Water Board., The supply is upland water, of
good quality. Details of the catchment area and reservolr
installatlons have been glven in previous reports.

No. of houses supplied by the Joint Board ... avs o A,E20
No, of baths 1n Borough B - ik R e it 12,268

During the wear the following examinations were made,
amnd the results were satiafactory.

(a) Raw Water - Bacteriological ... S i . et 104
Cherdeal ... e s i i 16

(b) Water going into supply whers trestment 13 installed -
Bacteriological ... S P sas av
Chemiocal oo P e e oa T 40

Chlorination of the water 1s 1n operation, the dosage
belng 0.2 parts per udllion.

Supplies are onlleacted fram moorlard gathering grounds,
stored in lmpourding reservolra, subjected to chalk addition
ard sedimertation, passed through sand filters and chlorine
added when entering supply plpes.

An unferpround supply 1s now avallable (Ridd Pit Borehole)
and 1s used fo augment supplies as requlrad, water belng pumped
from the borehole to 0loy Lane Storage Reservolir and mixed with
moorlard supplies prior to treatment.

The Analyst declares tlhe water as supplied to the consumer
to be "free from lead",

As a progaution sgzainst eontemination, chelk 18 odded at
the rate of 1% grains per gallon and when necessary Soda Ash 1s
added at the rate of g graln per gallon.

Existing water mains have wen extended by 4257 yards of
3" 4" and 6" mains during the year for housing development,
Woll Water

A small number of outlying farms have Indeperdent waber
supplies from wells.
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SANITARY SERVICES.,

LOSET ACCOMMODATION.

The followlng i1s a list of the types of closet i
jorough at the end of the year:- L A L T
f
TABLE 9 .,
P-E.l:l. ﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬁ& [ 3 ] L N ] LI ] L ) LR ] [N ] N ] & W - e ow XN ] 1[-.3

IR CLONGES. Lie sis van sab Ser s wdaiige B o 059
UrORleElnN 01 020E8 ... sus 252 552 see o550 sus A

e
aRs Ooaw L

EFUSE __COLLECTION.,

. Beven "8 & D" Freighteras, including three fore and aft tiprers are
ngaged on this work. With tho exception of the fore and aft iippera, the
Bhlcles are fitted wlth steel sliding shutters to the bodles to minimise
ulsance from dust.

There are approximately 13,330 moveable dustbins, 1151 ashplits and
58 wall-type dustbina and 168 pall closets in the borough., Every effort
85 made to malntaln a regular weekly rofuse collection sorviee but owing
© slckness, holideys and incloment weather and the lack of sultable
Beruits this was not always achieved. However, tho introduction of a
ive day week in October, though in oporation for only six wecks, brought
beut an improvement in the service and showed promise of achieving a
Bgular wookly collection in all dlstricts. (The servico revorts to a
5?: %ﬁd ?.half day woek, six wooks prior to and for six wocks after
hristmas ),

. The majority of the pall closets are in connectlicn with premisea in
8 villagoa of Birch and Bowlee which aro not sowered.

{
b The not coast of Refuse Collection for the financlel yoar onded
1t March, 1958 was £24.309,
[FISE DISPOSAL,

p A total of 12,803 tonzs of housohcld rofuse was colleocted by tho
Bpartment, Of this, 9512 tona wero doalt with by the Separation and
Blvage Plant and 3292 tons wore dlsposed of by controlled tipping.

The cost of Rofuss Dizposal for the financial year amounted to £4,280,

TABLE 10,
NCOME FRGM SALE OF SALVAGE.

Tu El Ql & a d

Bﬂlﬂﬂ T’.m BA 4 SEW Sow B BEa 295 1 ﬂ TEE TES EIE.FE lE E
L’.g:.t Eﬁ!"ﬂp &% Sas SEas 0FE W@ 20 'l'il‘ 1% LB R 1013‘ 9 I?
Bealod Fibrabnurﬂ « BE® oL EEE 956 12 1 ses 2es 778 12 10
Baled Toxtlloa ses sse sss sss 25 18 L sss wes 128 2

an“rarrﬂu& MOGALS sae sase ses 135 2% “n BEw 58 5] e
ﬂsrﬂﬁnﬁﬂ Fuel se e BEBE Baw BAeW 252 2 2 sss was 190 2 10

6B 15 O 3,612 9 .9

Seroonod Duast eee Bem sEw 5,224 2 2 sss ses Uzod for land
roclomations
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