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LTON MOWERAY UR DI ICT COUNCIL,

ANNUAL REPORT

of the
MEDIC OFFICER OF  HEALTH

and

WITARY INSPECT

194 6.

Mr. Chairman, Ladieg & Gentlemen,

In accordance with the instructions of the Ministry
of Health, we degl briefly in this report with matters within
our responsibility regarding public health and preventive

medieine:-

GENERAL STATISTICS,

Area (in acres) i . . e S
Regletrar Generapl's estimate of population...
Number of inhsbited houses. S Fheie i
Ratesable valus ; T Sl B

Sum represented by a penny rate.. A

VITAL ﬂT&TIﬁxIEﬁ.

Males Females
Live Births Legitimate T 130 117
Illegitimate ... _10 _6
140 123
8till Births Legitimate o n 9 1
Illegitimate ... - e
e —
Birth Rate per 1,000 population TR i
Birth Rate for England and wales ... ‘o
Males Females
Number of Deaths... ... ... o 81 62
Death Rate per 1,000 population .... S
Death Rate for England and Waless ... ety -
Males Pemales
Deatha of infants under 1 year of age
Legitimate 6 2
Illegitimate Ll S
=L 2

Tutgla.
247

13,1

Totgls.
143
1z2.2
11.5

Totals,

L






?itgl gtatiating !Gontinued[

Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Birthg ehat il LN
Infant Mortality Rate for England & Wales . ‘.ns L3

CAUSES_OF DEATH,
Mal P

ales emale
Tuberculosis of reapiratory system - j‘ﬂ
Other forms of tuberculosgig o e - 2
Syphilitic discases S e et 2 -
Influ'ﬂnZﬁ L oW L = a oy L | 1 =
Enﬂﬂ’pﬂalitiﬂ le thﬁrgiﬂa ¥ W W L] *oaom 1 ==
Cancer of bucegl eavity ana oegophagus. . 1 -
Cencer of uterus e Loete as PR - 2
Cancer of stomach and duodenum ... eis 2 3
cﬂn‘:ﬁl‘ Q‘f brﬂast LY R RS [ = 1
Cancer of othey giteg. o Vi sn 11 5
Diﬂbete! L | LI L L) ¥k 1 _—
Intracranial vascular lesiong ... i 5 11
Heart disegge,.. e Ao et e 23 16
Other diseases of circulatory system ... 2 2
Brunchitia A aals Frrds M R L D
Fﬂﬂumtfniﬂ e L L I CEE I ] s ow E -
Other respiratory disepsgesg., FhE ata 3 -
3gﬁandicit1% 8 A aFh ot i = -

er digestive digeaszesg . ' s g - 5
Nephritisg Ve Bew T .t i 2 1
Puar eral caun EE = n " aow oW [ —_ -
ntheg maternal causes S i e - 1
Premature Birth. A i G anle 1 -
Congenital Malformation - birth injury,
infant digeases " s e Siuts 2 2

suiﬂiﬂ.ﬂ L 54 L ) L ERC 2 -
Other Violent Causes.. i S s 5 =
All other causes i il saa cos ek i

81 62

ey Ewrzmr

GENER&L PRGFIEIDN; OF HEALTH ﬁERvICEg_EQE
THE AREA,
- P PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICTR3 OF THE ﬂgggug;:g.
John Young, M.B.,, Ch.E., D.E.g. ;Ggmgl

Medical Officer or Health for the Leicestershire &
Rutland Combinsg Districts in which this District ig
includeq.

H. Bux

Sanitary Inspector ang Meat & Foods Officer

el






2. LABORATORY FACILITIE ;.

The following examinations were carried out
during the year in the County Laboratory and the
Emergency Publiec Health Laboratory, Leicester:-

Milk examinations (bacteriological) o gg
E'P'l.l.tﬂ fDI" TlBi‘icl P T R @

Urine (general ana bacteriological) e B2
Blocd for Vassermann and other tests . .. L6
Swabs for diphtheria... et At iaty 31
Milk for Phosphatase Test .., ey FE 15
Urine for T.B.... s e
Sewage and water analyses ... o s 15
Faeces ... nb e Gia 4 vie <o 586
5 - S T4 o e L s 1

Nagal swabs K Sitie s S e 2
Miscellaneous .. “ha cu ‘o o L

SANIT/RY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
1. (i) YATER
Number of samples taken for analysis:-

Ea}fromwella D e 1
b) from piped supply ... v n g AT

13 gamples for bacteriological examination and 2
samples for chemical analysis were all satisfactory.

The reports obtained show that the water supply
was satisfactory as regards guality, but some supplies
had to be restricted, particularly during the summer
months. Efforts are being made to obtain an
additional supply, and negotiations are being made
for a supply from Leicester City. Practically all
houses are supplied with water from the works directly
to the houses,

This chronic shortage of water ig a major
sanitary problem confronting the Council. Lack of
water is not only an inconvenience, but s menace to
the health of the inhabitants. This matter will be
raferred to again in ths section dealing with
infectious diseases.

(ii) DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE,

Number of OEBEEUDIE in the District at the
end Df 19# L ] LI LA I ) & 4 ® -lia

No new cesspools were congtructed during
the year and none were abolishsd

2. c ET COME (]
Total number in the Distriet at the end of 1946:-

Ea; Pﬁil ClﬂEEt‘E L B UL B | LI ] L 9
b) Water Closets ... ‘es “aa 3,440
L PUBLIC CLEANSING,

House refuse is collected by direct labour for
disposal at the Destructor Works.

Practically all houses are provided with movegbla
dustbins, although a considerable number of bins are
in urgent need of replacement due to the shortage of
supply. - % (Continued)....vuuuss






L

6.

Public Cleansing !cnntgnuedl.

House refuse and asslvage matsrial are collectad
as far as possible weekly throughout the area, and
larger accumulations are collected 88 reguested.

Good progress waas mades in the salvaging of all
elagses of materials, the valus of the salvage dealt

with during the year being £1,855.
PECTION OF T HE y

The particulars given under this Heading are
for all purposes including particulars given slgewhere

in thies Report:-

Total number of complaints received
Total number of defects or nuisances

digeoverad. .. S alaty i
Nature of inspectiong:- Ler
\ Ingpections
Dwelling houses (all purposes) LG9
Animal keeping . 11
Bakehouges Viai 1o
Dairies and cowsheds e 26
malnﬂgﬂ '-E'I'DI'I'EE o 29
Food premises ey 31
Rats and mice destruction.. 32
Refuge collection anad disposal 8
S8chools Reie 6
8hops wral 10
Slaughterhouze and Mest
Inapection AT i
Verminous premises and scabies 33
Water gupplies PR
Workshops, ete. o 10
Other inspections L 21
192
N C E
Preliminary Houging
OQutetanding on last January s h 2l
Iseued during the year o 75

Complied with during the year...
8tatutory action necessary . s -
Qutstanding 3let December ‘o 20

D W

. 153,

- 391.

Hevigitg

Other

104
108

Action taken under the provisions of tha

Shops Act, 193L:-

5 defects found relating to sanitary conveniences,

and all were remedied.

UL ILDING
Number in
District
Common Lodging Houses 2

- I -

Number of
Ingpectiong

12






SWIM!ING BATHS AND POOL3 OPEN TQ THE FUBLIC,

(a) blicly owned. One Children's 3wimming Pool
owned by the Town Estate and one Paddling Pool
owned by the Urban District Council,

(b} Brivately owned. One open-air gwimming pool.
HOUBSING

1. INSPECTION oF EEE%IEﬂH;ﬁEﬁ DURING THE YEAR,

(a) (i) Total number of dwelling houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health
or Housing Acts) #ixis ain S e N

(11) Number of inspactions made for the purpose 382

(b)  Number of dwelling houses found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation. 1,1

2. _REMEDY OF DEFECT ING_THE YEAR YITHOUT SZRVICE OF
FORMAL WOTICE,

Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered
fit in conseguence of informal action... 121

Js  ACTION UNDER 3TATUTCRY POWLR RING YEAR, Nil.
L. HOUSING ACT, 1936 - PART IV - OVERCROWDING,

Complete detailas of all overcrowding in the District
cannot be given, but, from the information supplied by the
550 applicants for Council Houses, there are many cases
of overcrowding, and the Position ia becoming more difficult.

A number of distreassing cases have been brought to
our notice where unhealthy conditions caused by overcrowding
are aggravated by tuberculcsis of an infectious type. It
is sasy to see hov this disease will be gpread in these
circumstances with tragic results to the unfortunate
families.

The only satisfactory solution to this problem isg
the spseding up of the housing programme for the provigion
of new houses.

In addition to conditicns of overcrowding, there are
8 congiderable number of houges in the town which in normal
times would have been condemned and demolished. All that
We can do is to ask that urgent and necessary repairs
should be carried out, and even this may be impossible

owing to the ghortage of materiamls. It is only when a
house becomes really dangerous that steps can be taken to
have it condemned. The inevitable result is s general

deterioration in Housing conditiong,

3. FEY HOUSE3 AND CONVERSIONS.

50 "Spooner" type temporary pre-fabricated houges
were completed during the year.

7 houges were erected and 4 conversiocns carried
out by private enterprise,

- 5 =






INSPECTION AND SUPERVIZION OF FO0D.

(a) MILX guUPPLY. Dairymen or
Cowkeepers. Purveyors of
Milk gother than
Cowkeeperg).
Number on register e S 21 9
Number of ingpections or
pramises an 36 21

Number of contraventiong
ocutstanding from 1945... 5 1
Number orf contraventiona
found during the Year... 6 L
Number of contraventions
remedied during the year & 5
Numbsr of contraventions
outstanding 31st Decembear 5 Hil.

Lotal Contraventions

1 t
ﬂuugtgnﬂigg_gggm Found Remedied Outstanding
Brevioug year during during 3lat Dec.

Year year
Cleansing Nil 5 5 Nil.
Structural
alterations 5 2 2 5
Utengils Wil 2 2 Nil.
Other 1 1 2 Nil.
MILK SAMPLING .
42 samples of milk were taken during the yearp as follows:-
: Humber of g les Number Number
—-"'—-H——ﬂa__——-ﬁu\-l—- ——mm——
Clags for bact. exgm. satigfactory. Unsatisfactory
Designated 6 6 Nil.
Ordinary 36 3b 2

In the case of Unsatisfactory samples an ingpection is
made of the premiges, advice given on methods of production
and repeat gamples taken.

2 repeat samples taken were aatisfadtory.

(b) MEAT AND OTHER FooDs.

Number of Regional Slaughterhouses in ares ... 1
Fumber of animals slaughtered faa see «os 11,349
Number of inspections of meat at timeg of

slaughter. v T P T “he L50
Number of knacker yards in area ... s "o 1
Number of visits to knacker yards.. s vaa 8






Number killed
and inspected 1

CARCASTS INSPECTED & CONDEMNED

— ===

.

1l digease
cept T.E.

f Whole carcages
gondemned B

18

52

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned

338 211

23

Percentage of
number ingpected
affected with
digease other

than T.B. 21-6% 37+ 2%

0+ 8%

1k

2. 2%

Ighurcg;ngig
Enli L 3

Whole carecgses

condemned 22 36

Nil

Nil

Carcaseas of which
some part or
organ was condemned

166 130

Nil

1i

Parcentage of
number inaspected
affected with
Tuberculeosis

11.8% 26.9%

0- 08%

Nil

i #

1%

T e

31 tona, 1 cwt, 90 lbg, of me
year compared with 34 tons, 5

Meat shops, Meat stores, ete. ...
Places where food (other than meat)
is kept or prepared for gals. .

Total weight in lbs.

at condemned during the
ewt. 96 lbs. last vear.

Number of

inspections

63
35







Meat & Other Foods (Continued).

The following foodas were condemned and voluntarily
gurrendered:=

710 tins mest.

ehL milk.

66 "  vyegetablas.
6L " righ.
LT R o T

and 1,094 lbs. of various foods.

Focd exposed for sale in the open Market is regularly
ingpactead.

EREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER _DIBEASES.

Hntifiaglg Diseaseg (othar Eggn Tubarculugiﬁi during
19Lb: -

= Iotal Cages Cases Admitted Total
21SZA%E Notified to_Hospitgl Deaths
Dysentery L&E9 - -
Pneunonia 35 1 6
Eryaipelas B 1 -
Scarlet Fever 23 15 =
Measles 85 1 -
Whooping Cough 11 1 -
Diphtheria 1 1 -
Cerebro 3pinal Meningitis 2 2 -
Encephalitis Lethargica 1 - 1
AGE GROUFPS
Under| [ r"T'B I0rI5T 20135 [ L5
Disease one 1 P | R R T RS R e
91 1Ll 19 L | L] 65
Dysentery 2 s 11 8(13] 9|36 | 27| 38{117| 79| 78
Fneumonisg 1 PPl N (R R R R S ) ] [
Erysipelas - =] =]l =} =] 1] -} = -1 al 1
8carlet fever - - - 2% g Bl W R (5 Y | B s |
Measles 1 LAk [XLjaEf ez " 2.2l "= =} 2
Whooping Cough - L| 8 M8 1 =1 - 1} -
Diphtheria - = =1l=l = =] -] -] 1 = L=
Cerebro 8pinal
Meningitisg - =1 -1 -] -| - 2] -] = - -
Encephalitia Lethar-
gica l - =1 =]l -] = -1 =] = 1| = -
= ]
Dysentery.

In the early montha of the Year, there was a
congiderable ocutbreak of the "Sonnd " type of dysentery in
the town, LH9 cases were notified, but undoubtedly & much
larger number of people suffersd from the disease, which was
more unpleasant than dangerous In many cases the symptons
were so slight or so soon over that a doctor was not
congulted, but in old people the debilitating effects were
sometimes serious. This type of dysentery 1s spread
chiefly through the infection of food by persona who are

suffering from
with the epidem

the disease, and the measurss taken to degl
ic were designed to stop this as far as poassible.
(Continued)..... s






Dysanter ont inuad).

A circular letter waas sent to the Medical
Practitionerz in the town, making the following suggestiong:=

" 1. Notification of the disease should ba made,
egpecially if this occurs in People engaged
in handling or preparing food.

2. All cases of Diarrhoaa should be axamined
bacteriologically. Containers for faeces
specimens and the addrese of the Laboratory
can be obtained on application to the Health
Office, 10, High Street. Mslton Mowbray.

s An effort to cut down the period of excretion
of the dysentery organism by treatment of the
cages with the gulphonamide group of drugs
ahould be made.

h. Attention should be paid to the trade of the
contacts as well as the cases, and where the
contacts are engaged in food trades their
faeces should be examined for the presence
of the dysentery organisms, even if they do
not exhibit any symptons.

5. Patients should be instructed about general
hygienicmattera, egpecially about the
importance of washing their hands after
defaccation, and no patient should be allowed
to prepare food for the rest of the household
while they are infectious. 4

In addition a etatement was issued to the local
Neéwspapers giving information to the public about the Nature
of the diseamse and the precautions which should be cbgerved.

The water shortage in the town, although not the
direct cause of the epidemic. made things much more

airfricult. Owing to the water supply being cut off it
was lmpossible for many households "to carry out the advice
an hygiene. It does not require much imasgination to

visualise conditions in housges where several memberas of the
Tamily were suffering from dysentery and the lavatories were
not working.

If we are to keep infectious disease under control,
the Council must provide the inhabitants of the town with an
adeguate water supply so that a repetition of such inganitary
conditicna will net aceur.

TUBERCULOSIS

LI s T I T R |







TREATMENT FOR_SCABIES,

A centre was opened in May 1942, for the out-
patient treatment of Scabies cases from the Melton Mowbray
Urban and the Melton & Belvoir Rural Districta.

Ac oxpected, with the end of war conditions
the number of caces has diminished. Only 13 cases
from the Urban District were.treated during the yBar,
compared with L1 cases last year, 73 in 194k, 195 in
1943, and 246 in 1942.

DIPHTHERIA_IMMUNISATION,

Good progress continued with the acheme
for immunisation of children against Diphtheria.

A speclal Birthday Card, together with a
card of Consent for Immunisation was sent when each
child reached one year of age. Arrangements were
made for free treatment by private Doctors if desired
and sesegions were held at Egerton Lodge every four
weeks, when the injections were given by your Medical
Officer of Health.

Much valuable propaganda work and advice
to parents on immunisation has been given by the local
Health Vigitor.

During the year 205 children completed the
full course of immunigation.

The following figures may be of interest:
Between 1 & 5 vears of age. 5 -_ 15 years
Percentage of child

population immuniged at ;
31st December, 194LE. 87% 9 3%

Humber of children immunised against diphtheria gince
Lhe acheme was started in 19L1:-

No. Immunised,

1941 1,9L6.
1942 565
1943 398
1944 226
1945 224
1946 205

ST
Cages of diphtheria motified since 1940
Under 5 years 5 = 15 years Over 15 years

1340 6 7 6
1941 10 38 12
1542 3 L 1
1943 Nil Nil 2
1944 Nil Nil Nil
1945 Nil zE Nil
1946 Nil Nil i

E One of these was a very mild case in a child who had
baen immuniszed.

=1(=













