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To the Chairman and Members of the Matlock Urbtan Distriet Council.
Mr.Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to present the Annual Report as Medical
Officer of Health for the year 1967.

1. INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
a) TUBERCULOSIS.

One case of pulmeonary tuberculoais is reported in a perscn aged
65, Infection in later life usually indicates the breaskdown of
a long standing once healed lesicn, of'ten due to undue streas.
Im addition, there was one case of glands infected by the bovine
variety of tuberculosis. This low rate of incidence iz much
influsnced by the following factors which encourage early diagnosias
and discourage spread - Mass Radiography and prompt isolation of
inflected persons from contacts - Bkin tests and adeinistration of
vaccine if' required - Better housing and, therefore, less overcrowding -
Cattle - tuberculin tested herds and Pasteurisation of milk,

(b) IMMUNIZATION Against Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, Tetanus and acute
Poliomyelitis,

Of 296 legitimate births, 293 received primary immunisations
if one assumes they refer to those immunized in the early months.
The number of boosters viz, 203 are a welcome increase on the 116
given the previous year.

{c) MEASLES,

O0f 122 cases of measles, the majority in the age Ernup: five
and under - the largest number 55 in achool starters. It im
heped that the use of the wvaccine will greatly reduce the number
in the future.

Lg} SMALLPOX VACCTNATTION,

The World Health Organisation is making a determined effort to
eradicate smallpox in areas where it is endemic and s0 combat apread.

2, ACCIDENTS IN THE HOME,

The fact that nearly 50% of home accidents happen to children from
infancy to FIVE calls for constant wigilance by the parenta.

3. ROAD ACCIDENTS,

Although most aress show a reduction, but considering that 80%
arae dus to human error, is a bitter reflection on the lack of a
sense of responsibility in many road users.

4. LUNG CANCER.

The number of deaths show a preponderance of men, five over
55 years old and five over 65. 0f two women who died, both
were over 65,

5. CORONARY DISEASE,

Of 27 men, the youngest was L8, 10 were 55 and over, 9 were
65 and over and 5 were 75 and over. Of 16 women, one 45, 2 over 55,
5 over 65 and B were 75 and over,
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6, BRUCELLOSIS OR UNDULANT FEVER,

A disease in animals communicable to humans. Commonly
contracted by drinking millk that has not been pasteurdised. In an
attempt to prevent infected cows from spreading the dissase, health
departments have embarked on a scheme of milk sampling. This
involves visits to farms at milking times either early morning or
evening - usually morning £ that the samples can be taken to the
Laboratory in Derby the same dsy. Eleven farms were visited for
routine sampling at approximately 3 monthly intervals and when tests
were positive lntermediate visits were requlred.

During the period 7th March to 6th September, of 232 samples
teken 136 were individual which indicates the magnitude of the task
required in order to trace the cows which are infected., The
infected animals are promptly isolated. Milk testing only applies
to herds that supply untreated milk. Whilst one appreciates the
amcunt of time and energy willingly given by officers of the Hsalth
Depertment, one would like to record our thanks to the farmera
concerned for their help at.all times and their enxiety to help to free
herds of infected cows,

Milk consumed without treatment and including that from tuberculin
teated herds may contain bacteria harmful to human beings. These
microbes may be present in the milk as a result of the animal already
being infected or may be contaminated in handling. Whilst we know
. that socme people prefer milk that has not been pasteurised, to play
saf'e, however, for oneself and ones children, pasteurisstion is the
answer. There iz no evidence that pasteurisation affects the guality
of the milk. About 90% of all milk sold in this country is
pasteuriged and almost 100% in large towns.

My thanks to the members of the Council and to the Chairmsn and
membera of the Health Committee for their help. The ceo-operation
from the staff is much appreciated, and alsc that from these of the
other Departments, g

I am,ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Serwvent,
G. L. MEACHTIM,

Medical Officer of Health.

September, 1968,



CASES OF NOTIFIABLE DISEASES AT VARYING AGES DURING 1967 - MATLOCK DISTRICT

Under

Disease One year 1= 2= 3= L= 5= 10- 15- 20- 35- L5- &0- TOTAL
Smallpox - - = = = - - - - - = - NIL
Scarlatina - - = = =3 - - - - - = 2
Diphtheria - = g L e e - - - - - - MNIL
Enteric Fever:-

Typhoid - = cmE a= e - = - = = = NIL

Para-Typhoid - = e = e s = - = = - = NI
Puerperal Pyrexia - - - = - - - - - - - - NIL
Frneumonia - - = = = = - - - - = - NIL
Vhooping Cough - = = 1 = 1 - o= = - = - g
Measles 3 R e i T L T L - - - 122
Erysipeles - - = = = = - - - - - - NIL
Meningococcal Infection - - = = = o= - - - - - - NIL
Poliomyelitis
Non-Paralytic - - = = = - = = = = - o NIL
Paralytic - - = = = - - = - - - i NIL
Foed Polsoning - - e i e - - - - - = - NIL

Dysentery - - = = = = - - = = £ = NIL
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EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS & SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Mols Female Total

Live Births:- Total 169 143 312
Legitimate 160 136 296
Illegitimate g 7. 16
B8till Births:-Total 3 3 &
Legitimate 2 3 5
Illegitinate 1 E :
Deaths all Ages:- 1410 100 210
Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age:-
Total 2 2 L
Legitimate 2 2 &
Illegitimate - = -
Live Births
Number 312
Rate per 1000 population 15.9
Illegitimate live Births (per cent of total live births) 5.1
Stillbirthe
Number 6
Rate per 1000 total live and still births 16.8
Total Idve and 5till Birthas 318
Infant Deaths (deaths under one year) [
Infant Mortality Rates
Total infant deaths per 1000 total live births 12,8
Legitimate infant deaths per 1000 legitimate live births 13.5

Illegitimate infant deaths per 1000 illegitimate live births Hil

Neo=-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under four weeks per 1000

total live births) Bk

Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under cne week per 1000
total live births) 3.2
Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under one

week combined per 1000 total live and stillbirths) 22,0
Maternal Mortality (including aborticn)

Number of deaths Hil

Rate per 1000 total live and still births Ml

TABLE OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND INFANT MORTALITY FOR 8 YEARS

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967
Death Rate 11.76 11.89 13.06 19.60 19.4 1.9 11.6 10,7
all causes
Deaths under
1 year = all
causes per 22.14 T.48 24547 16.70 13.4 13.0 19.2 12.8

1,000 live
births







To the Chairman and Members of the Public Health Committee.
Madam Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report cn the work of
the Public Health Department for the year, 1967.

The past year has been one of steady progress in the Public
Health field, particularly in the important aspect of housing
improvement. It would appear that the Ministry of Housing
and Local Govermment are now placing great emphasis on the aspect
of housing and proposed changes in legislation should help to
gpeed up this work.

The scheme for the sewering of Slaley and Riber is pow in its
final stages, and will at last give the benefit of modern sanitation
to householders in these areas.

Food Hygiene inspections are carried out regularly at all types
of premises, and it is pleasing to report that more proprietors of
food premises now seek our advice before undertaking alteration
or improvements to premises.

Many complaints are received at the offiece on all =sorts of
subjeete and all are investigated immediately. Hewever, on
many cocasions it is found that some of the defects or conditions
gomplained of warrant no action by this department and are often
the result of & neighbours guarrel, Many houses are served by a
Joint water supply, or joint drainage and common access paths and
it iz found that if anything is wrong it is always the other person.
Need I say that, quite often, a considerable amount of time is wasted
on thess matters which ocught to be settled amicable between neighbours.

May I, once again, take this opportunity to place on record
my grateful thanks to the staff of the Department for their continued
help and support, often given outside normal working hours, to the
Chairman of the Health Committee and all Members of the Council for
thelr support end understanding and last, but not least, to the
officials and staff of other departments for their continued help
and co-operation,

I remain, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

H. MADDOCE,

Chief Public Health Inspector.

Town Hall,
Matlock,
September, 1968.

Statistical Summary
Rateable Value of General Rate at 31/3/67 242,799,
Estimated Product of Penny Rate 1967/68 £2,592,
Area of District 16,598 acres.
Population (Estimated Mid 1967) 19,560,
Number of inhabited houses 6,425,

Council Houses at 1st April, 1968 1,004,
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Factories Act, 1961.

1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to Health
(including inspections made by Public Health Inspectors)

1967

Number Tumber of
on Inspec- Written Occuplers
Register tions Notices Prosecuted

(1) Pactories in which Sections
1,2,3,4 & 6 are to be enforced 18 - - -
by Local Authorities

(2) Factories not included in (1)
in which Section 7 is enforced 136 5 - =
by the Local Authority

{}} Other premises in which Section
T is enforced by the Loeal
Authority (exeluding out-
workers' premises) - - - -

TOTAL 154 5 = =

2. CABES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

Mo.of cases in which Mumber of
defects were found pases in
Found Reme-= Referred which
died to H.M. by H.M. prosecutions
Inspector were
instituted
Want of Cleanliness (S.1) - - - - -
Overcrowding (5.2) - - - - -
Unreasonable temperature (5.3) - - - -
Inadequate ventilation (8.4) - - - -
Ineffective drainage ¢f{flg?rs
S-F = = o e oy
Sanitary Conveniences (5.7) - - - -
Eai insufficient - - - -
b) unsuitable or defective = = = = =
o) not separate for sexes - - - - -
Other offences (net including
offences relating to Outwork) = - - - -
Other offences against the Act
relating to Outwork - = - - -
TOTAL - - - - -
QUTWORK Mo, of Ho, of No. of No., of Notices Frose-
out-workeras cases of Prosecutions instances Served outions
in August default for failure of work
list reqd. in sending te supply in un-
by Section 1ists to lists wholesome
1":'1{1} (¢) Counecil premises
Wearing
apparel
making
ete, 14 = = - - -







HOUSING
Estimated No. of houses declared 'unfit', 1.1.55. to 31.12.67. 186
Mo, of Houses demolighed or closed, 1.1.55. to M.12.67. 225
During the year:-

(1) Houses demolished

Ea} in Clearance Areas -
b) not in Clearance Areas -
Unfit houses cleoeed 9

Unfit houses mede fit and houses in which defecta were remedied 56
Unf'it houses in temporary use -
Houses in Clearance Areas purchased =

(2) Improvement Grants
(a) No.approved for conversion cor improvement

(Housing Act,1958) (Discretionary Grants) 32
(b) No.approved for improvement (Housing Act,1959)
(Standard Grants) 72
No.,of new dwellings completed
a) by local authority 41
b) by private enterprise 63

(3) Improvement Areas (Housing Act,q196&)

(a) No. declared 1
(b) No. of houses in declared areas B0
(i) No. of improvable dwellings 20

5 (ii) No. (of (i) above) of tenanted improvable dwellings 16
(e} No. of houses lacking standard amenities 20
(d) No. of houses brought to Ef‘ull atandard Hil
(reduced standard Nil

IMFROVEMENT

The following Improvement Ares was declared:-—

Description of Area, Date of Declaration.
No.k. Improvement Area (Smedley Street West, 2Lth January,1967.

Far Gresn and
Jackson Road area of
Matlock )

The Minister of Housing and Local Government has made it elear to all
Local Authorities that priority for house building will be given to areas
where szlum clearance is still a major problem and that local authorities
generally should give more attention to the improvement of older dwellings,
and the prevention of further deterioration in the pations present stock
of houses.

Any future legislation which results in a considerable reduction in
the clerical and administrative work attached to the declaration of an
Improvement Area will be more than welcome to the local suthorities officers
administering these provisions.

=5=






PUBLIC CLEANSING

Refuse Collection

In Mgy,1963, the Minister of Housing and Local Government appointed
a Working Party "tc examine the facts of refuse ccllection; to what
extent it is unsatlsfactory; what the difficulties are and which methods
are proving most successful, and to consider what advice can be glven to
local authorities on how te obtain the best results".

SBome of the main findings of the working party:-

{1) "Almost all logal suthorities need to take some action to improve their
service", No doubt they do but cannot this be said of nearly all
services both local and national.

(2) "The only two systems we can recommend for house-to-house collections
are continental dustless loading and the paper sack aystem".

In an area as hilly as this the instroduction of the paper sack
system would help considersbly to reduce the arducus nature of the
collection work as well as providing a much more hygienic service.

Following practical tests at Cromford, this Council have decided to
adopt the sack system as bin liners some time in the future., The
stumbling block is, of courss, cost.

{3} "Ordinary domestic refuse should be collected at least weekly and
food waste from shopa, catering establishments at least twice weekly."

Domestic premises are visited weekly in the area, and twice weekly

gollections are made on request, subject to a charge.

(4) "Rear loading collection vehicles should be used, preferably with
compreasion." In my last anmwml report I referred to the need for
the introduction of further vehicles of this type in this distriet,
but here again we come up against the problem of finance,

(5) "Bulky household refuse should be collected free of charge". TWe
have in this area made special collections free of charge in certain
there is no doubt that this service

cagas for many years, and

is being increasingly used.

The problem is where to draw the

lina, If a resident decided to renew all his furniture, are we
supposed to collect all the discards free of charge a.nﬂ. act ‘as

furniture removers?

The Civic Amenities Act,1967, is now on the statute book and by
Mid 1968 it will be the duty of all local authorities to collect and
dispose of abandoned cars, remove other things abandoned on any land
in the open air and to provide sites where reaidents can dispose of
unwanted rubbish I:inuluding motor cars) free of charge.

It is hoped that this legislation with its heavy fines for unauthorised
dumping will go a long way to stop the desecration of the countryside.
Thie work cannct, of course, be done without cost to the authority and to
say. . the least, it iz a little frustrating to receive a circular from
a Mindstry asking authorities to fully implement the new legislation, and
then to receive a circular from the same Minister asking for a

curtailment in espenditure.

Details are given below of the vehicles at present used by the

department: -
Make.

Shelvoke & Drewry.

Karrier.

8helvoke & Drewry Fakamatic.
Karrier.

Karrier.(Reserve Vehicle).

Type.
Rear Loader,
Rear Loader.
Rear Loading Compression.
Derby - Side Loading.
8ide Loading.(Becond-hand
-7 vehicle).

Dgte of Purchase,
15.6.61.
9.5.63.
30.6.64,
10.5.65.
12.7.66.



PUBLIC CLEANSING (Continued)

Provision of Dusthins,

e will still supplqr on request a tapered galvanised dustbin now
inereagsed in sise firom 25 to 3 cubie feet,

Injection moulded plastic bins weighing only 8 1bs. have been in
use in the flats in Sherwood Road since their completion anmd have proved
satisfactory in all respeci..

I see no reason why this plastie bin should not be brought into
general use, ag it will also make a very good paper aack holder for the
future,

The table below gives details of dustbins provided since 1950:=-

Year Paid n Rates Replacements Total
1950 63 72 - 135
19851 61 B1 - 142
1352 55 57 - 112
1953 55 39 - Sl
1954 L5 25 - 70
1955 37 2k 2 &3
1956 NN 3k 10 88
1957 23 67 19 109
1958 62 39 12 113
1959 22 2k 6 52
1960 3 20 [ 60 '
1561, B6 10 5 101
1962 120 9 9 138
1963 116 [ 6 128
1964, 115 - 12 127
1965 123 3 12 138
1966 113 - 9 122
1967 111 1 13 125
1,285 511 124 1,917

Disposable Containers,

The use of a disposable sack either paper or plastic is, in my opinion,
the most hygienie way of storing refuse both from the householders point of
view and the collectors. Paper sacks were first introduced at Council
properties at Carson Croft (flats and bungslows) in May,196L, and, as far
as I sm aware, they have proved entirely satisfactory.

In cases where new proposed housing development show long walks from
the vehiecle to the dustbin position, we are asking for the paper sack
systen to be installed, The advantages to the collection staff are obwvious.

Refuse Disposal,

The disposal of inecreasing quantities of domestic and trade refuse is
causing some local authorities a good deal of concern, and involving them in
considerable expensa, providing costly treatment plant with high running
and maintainance costs. i




PUBLIC CLEANSING (Continued)

Hefuse Disposal (Continued)

Matlock is rather fortunate to be situated in a quarrying area where
the stone industry over the years have provided holes in the ground, which
require filling and levelling, and so provide sites for controlled tipping,
the most economical form of disposal, within & reascnable distance of the
centres of population.

During the year, the purchase was completed of land adjoining the
Dimple Farm Tip, and running down to Bakewell Rond. When the stream
rumning through this additional land has been culverted, a sultable fence ;
erected, and soil removal carried out, there will be a site available for
winter time tipping for many years.

In addition, by the end of the year, negotiations were in their
final stages for the lease of a portion of Poorlots Quarry, Tansley, which
adjoins the Council's present tip at Derbyshire Qaks,

Together these two sites will provide summer time tipping for several
years away from the centres of population and with no nuisance, On
completion of tipping, the land can be returned to agriculture.

I have previcusly referred to the Civie Amenities Act,1967, and its
requirement that local authorities must provide sites where residents
can dispose of unwanded rubbish free of charge.

These facilitiss are available at the Council's Tip between the
hours of 1.0 p.m. and 5.30 p.m. Mondays to Pridays each week, and due
notice of these arrangements have been given in the locel press and by
posters,

With regard to our duties to remove and dispose of sbandoned vehicles,
an agreement has been antered into with a local vehiele ddsmantler to |
garry out this work on our behalf, This arrangement has worked satisfactorily
in the past and I see no reason why it should not do so in the future.

Any person convicted of an offence under the provision of the Civie
Amenities Act,1 95?, for unauthorised dunping or abandoning a vehicle is
ldable to & fine of 100, for the first offence and a fine of £200. or
three months imprisonment or both for a second or subsequent offence.

I hope that, where prosecutions are successful, the offenders will
be dealt with severely, mas there is no need for anyone to carry on this
practice.

Trade Refuse,

The Public Health Act,1936, provides that a local suthority ;%e
undertake the removal and disposal of trade refuse but they must a
reagonable charge. It is very diffiocult for traders already paying quite
high rates to appreciate why they should pay this charge, but it must be
enphasised thet the authority has no alternative but to charge if they
make the service available.

Where a weekly collection is not adequate, extra collections are made
aub jeot to agreement.

=G



PUBLIC CLEANSING (Continued)

Cleansing of Pall Closets.

I understand that the propose” sewerage schemes for Slaley and
Riber might well be completed by the end of 1968 or early 1969, and we shall
then be able to considerably reduce the number of pail closets to be gleansed.

The remainder will then be situated in areas where no sewer iz available
or likely to be, However, "here is no reason generally why these properties
should not be served by a small sewage disposal unit or cesspool, either of
which could be emptied by the cesspool emptying wvehicle. Extended Standard
Grants are availsble where it 1s necessary to provide such a means of
disposal, With a dsotermined effort, all pail closets could be eliminated
by the end of 1569.

Cleansing of Cesspools and Septic Tanks.

Any householder with private means of sewerage disposal is entitled
under the present scheme to have it cleansed free of charge twice each year.
Any such work at trade premises is charged for.

Waste Paper Salvage,

Waste paper and fibreboard is collected at weekly intervals from shops,
offices, industrial premises, schools and colleges. Special collecticns are
made on request and trailers for waste paper collection are provided with
three refuse vehicles,

The Working Party Report previously referred to is mot in favour
gemerally of salvage collection but I would have thought that this was ¢
g matter for each individusl suthority.

In our particular case it enables the refuse collectors to earn
bonus payments and so bring their wages more in line with those paid in
industry.

Also, I think it would be fair to assume that if we 414 not make a
separate collection of waste paper and cardboard, a considerable quantity
of' this material would find itz way into the refuse at normal collection
times and would need to be disposed of at the tip. There ie
paper and light material in the refuse at the present time without adding
to the problem. i

While the market remained steady, the price paid for our baled
paper went down and this is reflected in the amount realised from sales
during 1967.

No further progress was made with the roofing over of the storage
bay, in faet, guite the reverse. A strong wind in the latter part of
the year removed the temporary roof and all baled paper is now exposed
to the elements and on ogcasions our weights of paper delivered to the
2ills are reduced because of eXcess medsture.

The gquestion of adequate covered storage space together with the
provision of adequate garage accommodation for all our wehicles is one
which must receive very serious consideration in the very near future.

Bonus peyments to refuse collectors and other staff engaged on

this work during 1967/68, amounted to £1,323.14s8.3d., as against £1,414,
last year,







Caravans.
All the licensed sites are gemerally kept in a clean and tidy condition.

We again received visits from itinerant venders who placed their vans
on land at Cromford Meadows and at Chesterfield Road, Matlock. These
people usually offer the land owner quite a high fee for a relatively short
stay and then almost refuse to move or have some excuze at the end of their
allotted time. In both cases, it was neceasary te call in the police
before they moved on.

There were not-many vans concerned, but if action is not tﬂl.-‘e;n to
secure thelr removal they are very soon Jjoined by others.

awimming Pools.

There are two open air public swimming pools, one public indoor pool
and one private indcor pool in this district. All were sampled regularly
during the summer months and below are detaila of the results:-

Samples Taken:- 66 of which L7 were satisfactory and 19 unsatisfactory.

The new plant fitted at the New Bath pool continues to provide a
satisfactory water for swimming, whilst the renewal of the purification
plant at our own Lide has not yet been carried out.

I know that the Committee concernsd have plans for the necessary
new installation and hope® that pricrity is given to the matter.

Sanitary Circumstances of the District.

Sewerage and Drainage,

All sewerage which enters the Council's system and passes through
the pumping stations is dealt with at the Lea Sewage Works.

Due to economic circumstances beyond the control of the Council, it
was not possible to commence the sewering of Riber and Slaley, However,
determined efforts are being made to ensure that this very nacessary
project is not long delayed, and the work should commence in 1968. I an
guite sure that the residents of Riber and Slaley will be just as pleased as
I when the “"might s0il" cart is banished from the streets for ever.

Unfortunately, when the present schemes are completed, there will still
remain several small communities where no sewer is available and is never
likely to be, These are at the top of Upperwood Road, Matlock Bathj
Wenslees, South Darley; Fox Clouds and Black Rocks Cottages, Cromflord;

Lant Leane,Tansley; Willersley Lane and Lea Road, Cromford.

Several owners of properties in these areas have,in fact,installed
smnll sewage disposal units, and I hope that the remainder will in the
near future, take advantage of the Improvement Grant provisions of the
Housing Acts, to modernise their houses and provide water sanitation.

I am quite sure that many of the property owners concerned could
collaborate in the provision of a small sewage disposal undt, for their
properties resulting in a considerable saving in cost to all concerned.

The following are details of the number of conversions completed
during the year:=

Bonsall - 2

e




Water Supply.

All mains services in the Matlock Urban Distriet are under the
Jurisdiction of the Scuth Derbyshire Water Board whose saapling officer
regularly submits samples for bacteriological examination, the details of
which are supplied to the Council quarterly.

Eelow are given details of the samples taken during 1967.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF WATERS

Source of Samples, Total No. No.showing No.showing Percentage of

examined, Coliforms E.Coli Samples free from
in {100 ml. Type I in Coliforms E.Coli
100 ml. Type I
WATER SUPPLIED:-
Samples taken at
Works of waters 3% M = 2e4-5 - 5] g
passing to supply
before treatment.
Sgmples taken at .
Works of waters o0
passing to supply 3'3 0 0 Mé #’ '
(Treated)..
Samples taken on
consumers' premises. ”H!’ s I 3’33 398

Samples taken at r
Service Reservoirs LS I 0 339 J Y
mains and other

Works of the Beoard.

—_——— —_—— e -_———

T = TETE

61 samples were taken from private sources and submitted for bactericlogical
examination.

Regular samples are taken from private sources of supply and soma of
the results have again given cause for concern.

I regret to say that the Lant Lane area is still without a mains supply
of water and many residente still rely on the spring supply which has
continued to show evidence of heavy pellution throughout the year.

Approval has been given for the amended scheme to proceed but it now
seems that some of the property owners who were anxious to sign the
petition asking for a mains supply.are now not sc anyious to sign the agreement
form to teke a supply from the new main and pay their portion of the cost,

Surely the provision of a safe adequate supply of water should be top
priority for any houséholder.












Food and Drugs Administration (Continued)
Meat Manufacturing Premises.

The complete range of cocked meats, viz, meat pies, sausages of wariocus
kinde, roast and boiled hams, savoury ducks, ete. ere manufactured at three
registered premiscs, one being situated at Cromford and two in Matlock.

The premises concerned are still maintained in a very satisfactory state,
and a high standard of personal hygiene prevails, both in the food
parufacturing rooms and the attached retail shops.

In addition to the premises referred to above, sausages are manufactured
on 8ix butchers presises, and at one premise on Wellington Street, formerly
used as a bakehouse, sausages are made and supplied to several shops in the
same ownership.

Milk and Dairies Administration.

During the year we continued the routine sampling of milk at farms
from producer/retailers of raw milk, for the detection of Brucellosis, but
the unfortunate outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease considerably curtailed
our activities,

The method of sampling is as follows:-

. Bamples are taken fron each churn either of the morning or evening
millcing and submitted to the Public Health Laboratory for a preliminary
“test. The results of the test are generally telephensd the ssme day, and
if any samples are positive, the farm is revisited the following day, and a
gample taken from groups of five animala, When the affected group is
known, samples are taken from the individual animals in the group and in this
way the infected animal is detected and can be isolated from the rest of the
herd,

A considerable amount of work is invclved, usually in the early
morning or evening time, but it is felt that it is well worthwhile, and there
ig no doubt that all farmers are anxious to secure a herd free from
Brucellosis.

Meat Inspection.

We again attained a 100% inspection of animals slaughtered in the
distriet, oftten deapite inadeguate notification of slaughterdng, and
requests for inspections in the evening, early mornings and on Saturdays
and Sundays.

§1&uﬂrlwuuas .

There are six licensed slaughterhouses in the district, all of which
comply structurally with the Slaughterhouses (Hygiene and Construction)
Regulations.

It was again necessary to remind several slaughterhouse operatives
of their duty to maintain their premises in a structurally sound and
satisfactory condition at all times.

In particular, insufficient attention is given to the regular

thorough cleansing and disinfection of animal lairages, where disease
germs can horbour for a long time.
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Atmospherio Pollution.

The principal causes of air poliution in the Matlock district are:-

(1) The emission of limestone Aust from fine grinding plant and ancillary
" operations.

(2) The emission of smoke fro- domestic chimneys of coal burning appliances.

(3) The emission of fumes from the increasing number of diesel engines
belng used in roed transport vehicles.

With regard to the first mentioned, it is appreciated that one cannot

* contain 100% of the dust produced in quarry activities, but it is essential

. that the dust arresting plant provided, often at considerable expcense,
should be maintained in first class condition at all times.

The attention of the owners of a quarry in the Cromford area were
. drawn to excessive emission of dust from their plant, and negetiations
. are proceeding for the installation of adequate dust arresting machinery.

e A considerable number of pecple still prefer the cheery glow and

flames of & coal fire for heating purposes, despite the obvious inefficiency,
and there ils no doubt that smoke from this source plays a considerable part
~ in the pellution of the atmosphere. However, I understand that a
. domestic appliance has now been developed which will burn coal smokelessly
and this could help to reduce pollution from this source.

- The considerable reduction of rail transport in this area, has
obvicuely resulted in a considerable increase in road transport into this
district, with a consequent increase in diesel fumes.

A diesel engine properly maintained and used gives rise to litile
trouble. From the number of vehicles sean emitting clouds of black smoke
from their exhausts, one must assume that some engines get very little
attention indeed.

Nod temant.

In my last annual report I referred to complaints received regarding
excegsive nodse from music and dencing at a local elub. Further complaints
wera received about the elub and investigatione carried out proved that
on cccasions these complaints were justified,

From the sound level of the muslic observed outside the club, one
wonders how the people inside can stand it., Negotiations are proceeding
with a view to eliminating the nuisance.

It was alas necessary to ask the management of an asphalt company in
the Cawdor Quarry arez to stop the misuse of a works loud speaker system
in the early hours of the morning.

A complpint was also received from one resident in the Cromford area,
regarding the use of Cromford Meadows on Sundays and during the evenings in
the summer, by model aircraft enthusiasts.

Pest Control.

In addition to the usuanl control of rata and mice, the Pests Officer
is ealled upon te deal with infestations of crawling and flying insecta.

The service given by the department in this field is indeed
conprehensive and help is given whenever and wherever possible.
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