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To the Chairmen and Members of the Matlock Urben District Council,
Mr Chalrman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I present herewith my Annual Report as Medical Officer of
Health on the sanitary circumstances and vital statistics
affecting the Urban District of Matlock for the year 1952,

In a review of the incidence of infectious diseases one
has unfortunately to report one case of acute poliomyelitis,
but fortunately, on the other hand, Ehnwing evidence pointing
to a good recovery.

Measles heads the list, half of which cccurred in children
five years old, but all of s mild type, snd whilst disturbing
and distressing in the scute atage, complications are rare.

Whooping cough, for the most pert, attacks children of five
and under, and whilst a distressing complaint rarely constitutes
a menace to health in after years. Unlike measles, whooping
eough 18 not highly infectious, and much can be done to prevent
spread by early and complete isolation. o cape of scarlet
fever was considered sufficlently seriocus to advise removal to
hospital.

Pneumonia, although not the dreaded disease 1t used to be
before treatment by modern methods, is largely svoldable with
ordinary cere, particularly when suffering from a cold. That
colds are aggravated and complications are encouraged is not
surprising when we consider the methods of heating homes which,
for the most part, still prevail, most people leave & warm sitting
room and retire to bed in & icy cold room, whereas a proper
Bystem of heating with adequate ventilation could aveoid such a
hazardous venture.

In spite of no case of diphtheria a still larger percentage
of children should be immunised and parents should be constently
reminded of the fecilities that exist for this purpcose. VWhilst
much hes been asccomplished in the fight sgainst infectious
diseases modern travel frcilities sre s potent source of danger,
&8 diseasg Aalmost unknown in one country, can be introduced from
another, ror example smallpox, and hence the importance of being
vaccinated.

Deeths due to disesse of the circuletion are by far the
largest number and are influenced by the strees snd strain of
modern conditions, which we hope may lessen and make life
somewhat emsler.

Finelly not to have to record one single fatelity whereby
a motor vehicle is involved reflects credit on =11 concerned,
and by no means least of' all, on those responsible for traific
control - the Police.

I would like to express my thanks to members of the Health

Committee and 0ffliclals of the Councll who have helped loyally
and conslstently throughout the year,
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HFactories Acts, 1937 and 1948,

1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health
{incIuding inspections made by Sanitary Inspector),

Number Number of
on Inspec= Written Occupiers
Register tions Notices Frosecuted.
(1) Factories in which Sections
1,2,3,4 & 6 are to be enforced
by Loecal Authorities 38 o9 = .

{2) Factories not included in (1)
in whiech Section 7 is enforced
by the Local Authority 130 129 5 -

{3) Other Premises in which Section
7 18 enforced by the Local
Authority (execluding out-
workers' premises) - - - -

TOTAL 168 188 5 -

2. CABES TN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND.

Inadequate ventilation (S.4)
Ineffective drainage of floors (3.6)
Sanitary Conveniences (5.7)

;a insufficient

b) unsuitable or defective

¢) not separate for sexes

Other offences (not includl

offences relating to Dutw&rﬁ%

Other 0ffences against the Act

(not including offences
relating to Outwork) e = = - X

No. of casee in which Numbcr - of
defects were found cages In
which
Found Reme- To H.M. by H.M. presecutions
died Ingpector wera
instituted
Want of Clesnliness (3.1) 5 5
Overcrowding (5.2 - -
Unresscnable tempersture (S.3.) - -
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TOTAL 32 13 - - =

QUTWORE MNo. of Ho. of No. of No. of MNotlces Frosec—
gut-workers cases of Prosecutions instances SBerved utleons.
Neture in August defesult for failure of work
of 1ist reqd 1in sending to supply in un-

Work by Section 1lists to 1lists wholesome
110(1) (e) Council premises
Wearing
apparel
making
ete. 14 - - - - -





































Statisticel Summary.

Rateable Value of General Rate at 31/3/52 £120,964
Estimated product of a Penny Rate 1952-53 £485

Area of District 16,598 acres
Population (1951 Census) 17,770
Number of inhabitated houses By 332
Rainfell 27 . 52 ineﬁea

To the Chalrman end Members of the Health Committee,
Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have plessure in presenting for your information my
eighth Annual Report on the work of the Public Health Department.

A in previous years the work has been carried out under the
usual difficulties existing in these deys relating to long needed
repairs and improvements in wvarious spheres regulated by the man~
health enactments in force, owing to the lack of capital and the
difficulty in spreading the labour force to cover the different
types of building required. Bvery effort has been made to give
efficient service in our endeavours te obtain sufficient work
to provide at least weatherproofing, if not improvement, to many
houses in great need of improved facilitles and conditions. This
work seems to become more difficult each year owing to incressing
enets and repalrs end melntenance rendered uneconomical by the
operating of the Rent Restriction Act. It is without doubt
neceesary that some easing of the burden on property owners will
have to be made before many much needed repairs and improvement of
amenitien will be possible.

I would sgsin record my epprecilation of the support awarded
to me by the Chairman snd Members of the Health Committee, to the
Officials of other Departments, the Medical Officer of Health and
members of my department, both inside and out, for the help and
consideration which has greatly helpesd towards the smooth working
of the Department during the ycar.












Fectories Acts, 1957 snd 1948.

1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health
including inspections mede by Sanitary Inspector),

Number Number ol
on Inspec~ Written Occupiers
Register tions Hotices Frosecufed.
(1) Pactories in which Sections
1,2,3,4 & 6 are to be enforced
by Locel Authorltles 38 59 = -
(2) Factories not included in (1)
in whilech Bection 7 is enforced
by the Local Authority 130 129 g -
(3) Other Premises in which Section
7 18 enforced by the Loeal
Authority (excluding out-
workers' premises) - - - e
TOTAL 168 188 5 -

2., CABEE IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND.

Nos of cesés in which Number of
defects were found cases in
which
Found Reme- To H.M. by H.M. prosecutions
died Inspector waro
instituted
Went of Clesnliness (5.1) 5 5 - = =
Overcrowding (3.2) - 2! = 3 H
Unreasonable temperature (S,3.) - - - - -
Tnadequate ventilation (S.4) - o = = =
Ineffective drainage of floors (8.6)- - - = -
Sanitary Conveniences (5.7)
ai insufficient 9 L - - -
b) unsul table or defectlve 9 Iy - = =
¢) not separate for sexes 9 - - - -
Other offences (not ineludi
offences relating to Dutwnrﬁ§
Other Offences agalnst the Act
{not ineluding offences
relating to Outwork) - - - — &
TOTAL 32 13 - - -
 OUTWORK No. of No. of No. of No. of MNotlices Frosec=

out-workers cases of Proacecutions

instances Served utions.

Nature in August default for fallure of work

of 1list reqd in sending to supply in nn-=

Worlk by Section 1liats to 1lilsts wholesome

110(1) (e) Council premi ses

Wearing
apparel
making

eto. 14+ - - - - -
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REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

During the year although we have had 4.06% incidence of
sickness we can again claim that a fair average weekly collection
has been maintained during the past 12 months,

The number of receptacles for which we are responsible for
collecting is 5766 Dust Bins snd 464 Pail Closets.

The whole of the district's house and trade refuse hag sgain
been dispoeed of by controlled tipping at Dimple Farm. The first
five years section has now been filled to it's agreed level and
we are at present working on the second sectlon, we have been
gingularly fortunate durlng the past year in obtaining great
ampunts of scll for tip covering and this will be extremely useful
when the time comes for finasl covering and completion.

The income from sslvage sorted from refuse at the tip during
1952 was £345 8s 3d, with a total income taken during the six
years life of the controlled tip of £1,664 8s 8&d.

Under the voluntary bin supply scheme 112 bins have been
supplied during the year 1952 by the Council of these 55 were paid
for outright and 57 will be charged out with the 1953=54 Rate
Demands. Binee the irtrodurtien of this dust bin supply achems
389 bins have been supplied, of these 179 were paid for outright
and 210 have been charged out on the Rate.

We are still awaiting new legislation to clarify the position
as to the responsibility for the provision of dust bins.

It 1s pleasing to report that the Ministry have now revoked
the order forbidding the use of galvenized mesterisl for dust bins
and we are now sble to agein obtain galvanized dust bins with
consequently longer life.

SALVAGE.

During 1951 the importance of weste psper rose to sublime
helghts but during the year 1952 dropped into the deepest slougl
of despond, in other words the bottom fell out of the paper
position, prices went down rapidly and in addition, to ease the
poeition, we were more or less compelled to sccept a monthly guota
of tonnage less then our usual despatches, this resulted in the
Paper Bonus Scheme being dropped slong with an expected fall in the
collection. It will be seen irom the following table that despite
thia restricticn we have been able to collect and despatch 202 tor
of paper during the year.

TABLE OF SALVAGE TNCOME.

Tons Income Tons all Income all
Paper FPaper Salvage Salvage
19L0/4| L 165 | G% . 263 _ | 897
1941 /42 178 | 802 238 | 935
1942/1.3 A e 1135 250 | 1339 ;
1943 /Ll Iy 771 190 | 955 !
19L4L/45 . 109 720 128 | 759 !
1945/L6 93 594 101 | 629 !
1946,/ 47 I as 529 82 | 550 !
1947/48 | 104 687 {1 | 803 ;
1948/49 166 1187 | B ] 1318 |
19L9/50 Lo 1 NS Ly S S~ T 1475
1950/51 203 | 4504 | 226 | 1555 |
1951 /52 23l 3828 | 260 3930 ‘
1952/53 202 1741 : 236 | 1875
Totel PO21 | £15,525 | 2519 £17,019 |

During the year we were fortunate in ¢btaining a second hard
electric tin baler and I feel very sure that this will be of great
aselstance during the coming years in both extending ~ur tipplng
room and providing 1ncnmn;?gp e Departmernt.
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD & MILK DISTRIBUTION.
Milk.
The dlstribution of milk by Licensed Producers has again

been well maintained and ineressing quantities are belng turned
over to bottled pasteurised milk.

19 samples have been taken for Methylene Blue Test, 15 were
satisefactory and 4 unsatisfactery, 19 samples for Biolugical
and Tubercle Bacilll Test were also taken and it is pleasing to
report they were all negative,

Under the Food & Drugs Act 1938 the Food & Drugs Authority
took 37 milk samples, in two cases proceedings were taken for asdded

- water and the suppliers fined £10 ineluding eosts and £100 plus

£9 98 costs respectively.

The following were registered with this Authorlity for the
year ending December 1952:-

Distributor or Dairy Premises 5

Dealers Licence, Tuberculin Tested 11

Dealers Licence Supplementary
Tuberculin Tested 1

Dealers Licence, Fasteurised k]
Dealers Licence Supplementary 1
Pasteurised
OTHER FOQODS.
Ice-Cream.
Manufacturers of Ice-Cream i

Sele of Ice-Cream 98
No. of visits to the asbove £5

11 samples of ice-cresm were taken durlng the year for asnalye’
under the Methylene Blue Test and were provisienally graded as ur

Grade T, Grade 2, Grade 3, Grade L.
8 1 2 Nil

I am pleased to report that there is an incressing number of
Bamples paseing for the Grade I test, 8 out of 11 samples this
year being very satisfactory,

Miscellaneous Samples.

18 other samples of various foods have been taken by the
Food & Drugs Authority including two informel samples of Boracic
olntment contsining excess Boric Acld and the vendors were cauticne”
The remaining samples were classsed as satisfactory.

The Food & Drugs Authority results are supplied through the
courtesy of the County Analyst, R.W.Sutton Esg., B.80,, P.R.T.0.

Bakehouses.
L2 inspections have been msde at the 19 Bakehouses in the

District and it is plessing to report that a reasonable standard
of cleanliness has been malntained.

Fish & Chip Fryers.

26 inspections have been made on 9 premises and with two
exceptions were maintsined up to a satisfactory standard of
cleanliness. One et the moment is under e pericd of probation
end one unsatisfactory business has been closed and the building
demolished,
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LT SES.

Progress in the improvement of sanitary facilities, hyglenile
conditions with glass washing provision and better living conditions
for Landlerde is now beéing accelerated and I am pleased to report
that during the year & premises have been so improved and in
addltion we have improvements in hand or in course of planning at
11 further licensed properties. There are 46 licensed premises
in the Distriect excluding Clubs and Off-Beer Licenses,

I do express to the representatives of the various companies
concerned my apprecistion of the cooperation extended to me during
my enquiries and requests in these matters and for the ready wsay
in which imprecvementa are sgreed to, although, through no fault
of the companies but rather through licensing and lesbour difficultic:
it 1a often some time before these improvements are carried out.
It 1s pleasing to report, thererore, that despite these frustrations
we have been able to get 22 premises improved since the end oi' the
war and, as reported sbove, 11 further premises are well in hand for
improving.

HOUSING,

963 housing inspections have been made in response to complaints.
in the course of routine inspections end ss & check on applicationr
for Council houses.

Hegular work on housing inspectlens still reveals the urgent
need for housing lmprovements,including the provision of new
dwellings end the maintenance and improvement of old ones,es one of
the greatest tasks the country hess had to face and I fecl compelled
to peint out, as I heve done on previous occasions, that this town,
like the majorlty of towns, 1s feeling the effect of lack of decer’
homes; a lasck causing more unhappiness end deterioration in Tami.,
life than any other soclial factor. This means then pressing on
with more houslng schemes with all speed and publicising all the
means end privileges exlsting to enable owners to improve their
ﬁrnpertiea under the Grants and Loans now avallable through the

puging and other Acts.

One application for an Improvement Grant has been approved by
the Ministry and three dwelling houses have been "improved" durin_
the year. Two Undertakings in respect of dwelling houses have
been accepted,

SWIMMING POOLS.

12 samples of water have been teken from the public and
privately owned swimming pools, examination has proved that results
showed that the chlorinatlen process is satisefactory and all the
samples passed the test.

I am pleased to report that the chlorination plant wes
installed at the private pool during the season and sampling results
ware successful,

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 1948, SECTION 47.

I am pleased to report that sgain it was not necessary to
enforce the above Act owing to the person concerned sgreeing to be
taken care of by the Welfare Authorities.

VERMINOUS PREMISES.

We heve had little need for disinfecting of vermincis premises
during 1952, cne empty house was thoroughly sprayed end disinfect~’
with Gammexene Smoke Gencraiors for bugs and fless, and help by
spraying D.D.T. powder has been given to two requisitioned houses.
No Statutory action has been necessary.
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TENTS, VANS & MOVEABIE DWELLINGS,

No Statutory sction has been necessery. We heve 5f vans or
moveable dwellings situsted on some 10 sites in various parts of
the District, all meintained in a reasonable condition.

SANTTARY CIECUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.

(1) No. of porteble dustbins (4) Water Closets Lay
emptied by Couneil RTEE
(2) Premises visited for (5) Pail & Earth
waste paper 175 Closets 823
(3) Pail closets emptled by (6) Cesspools in
Couneil Ll Area 39
Conversions.

Number of pails and privies converted to W.Cs - 108

FREVENTIOIN OF DAMAGE BY PLSTS ACT 1949,

The following is the Annual Report on Rodent Control submitted
to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.

: .__Type of Property
el | Dwelling, Agri= All other
Authy | Houses cultural (including
i . Buslness | Total
Premises). |

I. Total No. of properties : ' !
in Local Authority's < L [ 116 | 815 | 6115
District I !

II. No. of properties in- (a) : | ;
spected by the Local 6 | i 1 14 | 35
Authy during 1952 as i
a result (a) of notifi- ;
cation or (b) atherwiafh}16 488 37 Loy i 1038

III. No, of properties {under MNajor = | 3 - 3
II) found tu be infested ; ' . :
by rats Migor . ' i
11 || 21 I b3 [
!
IV, Ho. of properties (under !
TI) found to be seriously 2 | a | - 8 18
infested by mice .
i |
; i
V. No. of infested properties !
(under III & IV) treated . : -
by the Local Authority 14 | 28 | Fd 36 &2

Number of "block" control schemes carried cut - 36

= e ———

I remain, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Town Hall, Your cbedient Servant,
Matlock. G.R. 111,

May 1953.

Sanitary Inspector.
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Hotifisble Disensges. {contd).

Disense Tctal Cases Casos admittod Total
Notified. to Isclation Hospitael Degths, *
Maasles 1 0 0
Emrlat,_jl“evnr 8 0 1]
Puerpéral Pyrexia 2 1 0
Meningitis (Meningococeal)l ) 1 0
Whooping Cough 47 ] 0
Frnemonia [ Influenzal) 1 1 1
Erysipelas 0 Q
Food Polsoning 2 0 ]
Glandular Fevor 1 0 (1]
Voccination.

No vaceinations have been performed by the Medical Officer of Health
under the fublie Health | Swallpox Prevention) Repulations, 1907.

It cannot be considered that the perilously poor wvaccination state
has improved during tho year although the figures show a slight increase,

Mmbers vaccinated during the year:-

Age groups |Under 1| 1-2 | 2-4 | 5-14 | 15 or | Totals
FeAT FOArs | years YEATS OVET »

Primary Vace'n.| 14 : E s | - 3 12

38
| Re-vaccination, Q 4] o] 1 19 29
Diphtheria.

o cases were notified during the year.

Immmizaticon.
lge groups Under 1 .| 1-4 5-14 Total
: year .. | years years
Numbers 86 52 | 145

17 Hclnf'c:reing innoeulations were piven during tho yoar.
The ap; :-rc-ximu.t.e nmhcr of children in thie District is:-

0 = & years e
5 - 14 years ... 1,700

Scabiecs.

The fow casee that occour are treated by the femily doctors.

Tuberculcsis.
Total capes Notified Total deatha
Respiratory 8 1
Non-respiratory 2 1

It is eonsidered that, on a national basis, there is room for a far more
enerpetic attack on this disease.

My thanks are due to my colleagues for their great and essentinl
help in prepering this report.

I have the henour to be,
Your obedient Servant,
{51&'\1’9‘1! A.H. BULI.EID, thicisil LI'R'-GI'P!'

8 ICAL OFFICER OF




