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Infant Mortality. This is again a very unsatisfuctory featurs
in the death rate. [No less than 72 deaths in children under 1 year
of age occurred, representing a death rate of 195 per 1000 births
registered.  ‘Thiz is moch bigher than the average of the last nine
years, which was 147, and is mach higher than the average of England
and Wales which was 146, and even of the 142 smaller towns which was
154 Uf these 72 deathis 15 were from Whooping Coughi ; 8 from
Digrrhoea 3 10 from Eoteritis ; 1 from Tuberenlosis ; & from Bronchitis ;
4 from Prenmonia ; 3 from other liﬁ-ﬂpirulurj’ Dizoases ; 7 from Pre-
mature Birth ; and 24 from all other canses,

Zymotic Death Rate. The number of deaths from the seven
prinoipal epidemic diseases was 34, equivalent to a rate of 2°85 per
10, This is very largely in excess of our average Zywotic death
rate.  ‘Thoe canses of death under this heading worn :—-Measles 2 deaths ;
soarlet Fever, 6 ; Wnooping cough, 21 ; Iiphtheria, 1 ; and Bpidemic
Diarrhees, 4. In the early part of the year Whooping Cough prevailed
to an alarming extent, aml was fostored by the practice in vogue of
furcing the children to school though metually soffering from the
disease ; 80 that practically all susceptible children had the disease, and
though it is not parcicularly dengerons to lifs doring scliool ae, it s
mnm_-;ad homa to the younger children, and it is upon these that the
mortality fulls : all the deaths being onder 5 years of age. [t is not a
notifinble disanse and theretors liss sasily controlled than Scarlatina.

Phthizis, or Tubarcalosis of the lungs, acconnted for 13 deaths,
which iz equivalent to s rate of 109, which 18 somewhat above our
average,

Other Tubercular Diseases. 8 cases fall under this headin
making with the 13 cases of Phthisis 21, or a death rate of 176 for ai
furms of Tuberculusis,

Cancer was the cunse of death in 8 cases only, equivalent to o
rate of 0025 per L0,  ‘T'his is very much lower than usnal.

Respiratory Diseases. 33 cases fall under this heading, of
which 15 wiere HBromehitis ; 14 Poeomonia ; 1 Plearisy ; snd 8 other
respiratory diseases.

Maotification of Infectious Diseases. The number of cases
notified was again very large, thoogh there was a notable diminotion
1 the more severs forms disease, the huge prepondersnce of coses
being acarlatinal 140 cases were notified altogecher, of which 4 were
cases of Diphtheria ; 5 of Brysipelas ; 129 of Scarlet Fever ; and 2 of
BEuterie Fever. 6% cases vvenrred in the Nosth Waed ; 47 in the
South, and 25 in the Bast,

Diphtheria sgaiu shows a marked decline from 14 cases in 1903
to 4 1904,

Scarlet Fever was very prevalent during the last six months
and was of the nsual mild type

Of the @ Enteric cases both oceurred in the North Wand., Every
effort was wade to trace the cause, but nothing was found that was
caleulated to cause the discase.

Two cuses of failure to notify Scarlatina wera brought baefore your
Conneil, and orders were fssued to take action amsivst the offenders,
bt for varions reasons it wes decmed advizable to aceept sn spology
rather than take the matter to eourt, and the mstter dropped.

Water Supply. The anuual visit to the sources of our Water
Bupply was made ou June 2lst. Fortunately the day was fine and a

deal of work was got through. A call was made at the Service
ﬁmnﬂuir at Hayborough, and a satisfactory head of water was noted.
At Dovenby the party broke up into two sections : one party visitiug
the filter beds at Belle Vee apd the intake and pumping station at the
Goat. Al was found clean and satisfactory.  The other party went by
Red main and 1sel, along the rjgll.l, bank of the nver. 'I'he pond at
Blindcrake bad been draived since our last visit, and the broken wall
at Lsel Mill, complained of on our previsus visit, had been repaired and
the noisance caused thereby abated,

The Portinscale Sewerage Works were visited and the
result was satisfactory @ no portion of the sewage reaching the river
withont treatment.

Keswick Sewerage Works were also visited and the result
was unsatisfactory ; the settling tanks were clean ensugh, bab o great
part of the sawage was passing away by the soaghs into the river with-
out any treatment whatever, Owing to origingd faults it 13 oot likely
that the preseat system can ever bo made satisfactory.






During August and September sevoral complaints were received
of the condition of the water. Some specimens which | examined
showed a eonsiderable amout of vegetable organic matter with a great
many low animal organizms. Specimens wore submitted to chemical and
bactar i analysis with results conforming to what I had observed.
One of the tilter bed« had been washed, andthe service resarvoir alasmsd
out, and thiz may have partly accounted for the condition of the water ;
but there must have been some other cause at work as there was no
Fenurnl fouling of the water supply, the ebjestionnble specimens being
ound here there. No harm appears to have rezulted as we had no
Enteric Fever and very little Diu'rﬁ-:en ; but it shows clearly that the
amount of water passed through the flters reaches, if it does not
exceed, the limits of safety,

Factory and Workshops Act There are 63 Workshops on
the register, of which 8 have been added during the year. The
Inspector reports that 523 inspections of Workshops and Bakehouses
were made during the year 1904, and that chey were geperally found
in a good sanitary condition, and  that alstracts were fixed in each.
Four notices were served for want of cleanlingss, and this was at once
remedied in each case.  Noprosecutions were made during the year.

Sanitation. On Febroary 22ud, at the request of the [nspactor,
| made an examination of the back street batwaan Lower John street
and Senhonsa street A report on the condition of this strest had
been made in 1902, but u::ltlhiu[; had been done wo amend matters. At
tha tima of my visit matters were in & very bad atate : only hall of the
stroat was paved, and the whole was in & very broken and dirty
cundition, sllowing pools of stagnant water to collect which, in the hot
weather especially, were likely to cause trouble

On the same date I inspected the back street between Christian
atreat and Norch street, and fonnd the same defects az in the previous
case though not to the same extent.

I made a special report to the Conneil recommending the making
up of the straats, and :ﬂ:ha& since bean done.

On March 14th I inspected Baglesfield's Yard, Nelson Strest.
Two of the three closets were in a disgusting eondition, the woesd work
and the clogets being broken and the liguid nlth ronning ontade and
eollecting into peols.  The womden staircass to the honses was also in
a dangerous condition.  UF the houses No. 1 was dirty, and the oue
hodroom liad no ventilation, No. 2 was filthy in the extreme and had
likewise no wentilation. Both honses were condemuned and it was
recommended that the whole property should be done away with,

On May 3rd [ ivspected No, 67 Kirkby Strect, whero o case of
Enteric fever had been reported, bat conld pot find any sofficient
cause for the disease.  The draing were tested but were fonnd
ardequate

On May 4thl 'i.'ﬂ!'-'pBEtELI the remaing of two water closats helong-
ing to Nos 68 and 70 Melson Streat.  'The elosets and wood work had
bepn removad, and they were simply a recaptacle for filth of all kinds
Their rewoval was recommended, and this has since been done,

On July zith I exnmined the marine store in John Stwreet in the
ocoupation of Mr., James Humill A fatal case of Diphthera had
oeeurred next door and two cases on the other side of it in the previeus
yiear,  Poul smells were complaived of by the neighbours from time to
time After the place had been well cleaned out and limewashed Mr.
Hamill was allowed to store old iron and bottles, but not rags and bones
or any other organic waterial

During July, in company with the Sanitary Inspector, [ made
nn inspection of the whole of the North Ward and of the |']urrL'Lun of the
South Ward within the river bouadary, and reported az follows :—

“We found matterz on the whole in o satisfactory condition.
Most of the yards had bean limewashed, sud on account of the present
abundant sopply of water there wasa notable ahsence of foul smalls,
Zome of the yards wanted a gool sweeping out.  The most out-
standing nuisance was the coudition of tha pavement ronud the
gallies.  Suap-suds and other fluids stand in pools around the gullies
and by soaking into the ground canse pollation of the soil, which,
whea dried up, becomes a source of danger, ‘[They ocught all to ba
gither flaggel or conereted for a space of two feet ronnd the gullies,
This applies to the great majority in the town.

“ The back street between Lower John Street and S8enhouse Street
has been re-made, and is now in good order. That between Uhristian
Street and North Street is also being made up in accordance with the
instructions of the Conneil. The back street between North Street and
Fleming Street would be better traated in the same way,






“ In Boyd's Yard, Kirkby Street, there are seven houses with
only one water eloset. At least two more should be erected.

“ The nuisance in Nixon's ¥Yard, Crosby Street, from the
Catholic Schools, and that in the adjoining Globe Inn Yard, have
been abated.

“ The Stable in Wood Street in the cccupation of Mr, Atkinson
is badly situated, and is too moch erowded wp ; the ventilation is very
bad and there is no p drainage.

“ The three dis cottages in Eaglesfield's Yard, MNelson
Street, ought to be pulled down. They are nsed as receptacles for all
kiuds of objects, such as dead cats and dogs, and there is some danger
of their falling down and cansing damage.

“ The two water closets at 63 and 70 Nelson Street, complained
of in Iast report have been removed.

“ Tha condition of King's Arms Yard has been much improved
by the raizing of the general level of the yard, thereby obviating the
soakage of fuids into the soil. v

“ YWhillan's Yard, Wood Street, is in a dirty condition and
wants rﬂ-puvin :

“ The copdition of the pavement in Todhunter's Yard and
ﬂen;hnstun's Yard, Catherine street, previously complained of has

n amended. -

“ Johnston's Yard in Furnace Road is still unprovided with a
epecial water supply, and the tenants have to go round to Catherine
Htreat for it ) .

“ T'he noisance previously reported at Furnace Mill haz been remedied
by building & wash-house and heightening the yard, thereby directing
the water inta the gully. .

“The Slaughter House las been much improved since last
report. [t has been limewashed throughout. The floor of the byre
complained of in last report has been concreted.”

Small-pox. On March 20th I received a communication from
the officer commanding the 42nd Company Royal Garmsen  Artillery,
Portamouth, to the effect that Sergt. J. Pattie disembarked on March
Ath from H.M.8. “Assaye,” on which was a ease of Small-pox, and had
come to this district on furlough for two montha.  His address was

iven s 56 Grasslot, and on calling there I found that he had lelt for
Fenriﬂl. I therefore forwarded the memorandom to the Medical Officer
of Health for that district.

On April 7th I received a commnnication from the Port Medical
Officer of Southampton to the effect that a case of Small-pox had
oceurred on board the as  Sicilia,” and that Sergt. Myers, whoze
address was given as Mandle Terrace, Netherton, had arrived in good
health and was proceading to this district. He was wisited by the
Inspector, and it transpired that three weeks had elapsed sinee contact
with the disease

Measles. On December 19th I izaned a special report to your
Couneil on the Epidemic of Measles at Netherton with a recommend-
ation to ¢lose the infant schools for one calendar month, without pro-
hibition of the elder children from infected homes from attending the
senior sehools, The recommendation was adepted and an order 1=sued

accordingly.
I have the hononr to be,
Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
JAMES LITTLE, M.D.,
: Medical Officer of Health.
b, Tth, 1905,
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