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INTELL. LIBRARY
Jarlborough Rural "District Council.

MEDICAL OFFICER’S ANNUAL REPORT

FOR THE YEAR 1925.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

| have the honour to submit to you my 6th Annual Report
on the Public Health and Sanitary Administration of your District.

| am following out the lines indicated in the Ministry of
Health Circular No. 648, dated December 10th, 1925.

The Report will be a “Survey Report” and consequently
somewhat fuller than in previous years.

| have the honour to remain,

Your obedient servant,

A. H. WILSON,
3, King's Road, Salisbury. Medical Officer of Health.
May, 1926.

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE DISTRICT.

Population—Census 1921 : 4,175. Area, 43,795 Acres.
Estimated 1925—4,250. Rateable Value : £35,333.
Sum represented by Penny rate: £87 11s. 9d.

Number of Inhabited Houses (1921): 984, Amount of Poor Law Relief : £324 15s. 11d.
w +» Families or Separate Occupiers (1921) : 989.









Disinfection.—The houses of all cases of notifiable infectious disease are disinfected
with Formalin lamps and/or spray, and after deaths from tuberculosis, but there is no
public station for disinfecting or cleansing persons or articles. I encourage bedding and
clothes to be exposed to the air and the house generally cleaned, it often proves a good
opportunity to get the house thoroughly cleaned.

The following Schools were closed during the year :(—

Winterbourne Basgsett... 13th February to 20th February,' 1925 Influenza.

Avebury ... ... 26th February to 13th March, 1925 ... o
Preshute ... ... 18th March to 24th April, 1925 «vs  Whooping Cough.
West Overton ... 26th March to 8th April, 1925 ... Influenza.

Winterbourne Bassett... 10th November to 27th November, 1925 Meaasles.

TUBERCU LOSIS.
New Cases. Deaths.
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All the deaths had been previously notified.

No action has been taken by me with regard to Tuberculosis employees in the
milk trade.

No action has been taken by the Council under Section 62, P.H.A., 1925.

HEALTH SERVICES AND SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF
THE DISTRICT.

Hospitals.—The Joint Isolation Hospital provides accommodation for the infectious
disenses, scarlet fever and diptheria. Till January 1924 this hospital, provided under
Public Heath Act, 1875, served the Borough and Rural District, but on this date the
Ramsbury Rural District having built an addition to the existing hospital was
admitted as part of the joint hospital district.



a

Dr. W. Maurica, of Marlborough, has undertaken to attend all infectious cases
sent into the Isclation Hospital from this district for a fee of one guinea per case.

For other than infectious eases the Savernake Hospital at Marlborough provides
excellent accommodation for the wants of this District.

A Motor Ambulance for Infectious Cases is provided by the Marlborough Isclation
Hospital.

For Non-Infectious and Accident Cases.—At Marlborough there is a Motor Ambulance
supplied by the Britisbh Red Cross Society, and this is available for anyone who sends
for it. It is kept at the New Road Garage (Telephone 30) and the charge is 1/- per
mile. I am sorry this is not made use of as mueh as it might be; it is much better
for the patient to be conveyed to Hospital in a comfortable Ambulance than in an
ordinary Motor Car; if it is not requisioned more in the future than it has been in the
past, I fear the expense will be too much to retain it.

Professional Nursing in the Home.—None is undertaken by the Couneil; all that
is done is provided either by the County Council or by Voluntary Nursing Associations.

Public Health Offices.—Mzv. J. Brooke, who is a member of the Royal Sanitary
Institute, is Sanitary Inspector and also Road Surveyor for the district; his office is

The Green, Marlborough.

Water Supply.—Most of the water supply depends on wells in the chalk, varying
in depth from a few feet to 380 and is as a rule good. In the case of some of the
larger farms, this water is pumped into reservoirs and from thence by gravity to the
buildings and in some cases to the cotbages in the villages. Some of the houses in the
Parishes of Preshute and Mildenhall obtain their water from the Marlborough Borough
supply.

The Swindon Town has borings in this district (Oghourne St. George) from which
it takes water to supply this town.

Drainage and Sewerage.—There are no sewerage works in the district except a
small septic tank at Manton.

Closet Accommodation.—There are approximately 280 privies, 491 earth elosets
and 218 water closets in the distriet. There is a gradual increase in the number of
conversions from privies to earth closets. BSeventeen new earth closets have heen

installed in the distriet during the past year.
Mo Public Scavenging is done in the District.

Chemical Work.—Satisfactory arrangements exist with Messrs. Waterfall and
O'Brien, of Bristol, for the analysis of any water samples sent to them by me or the

Sanitary Inspeector.

Legislation in Force.—
Name, Date operative. Particulars,

1. Bailding Byelaws 1904 ...  Structure, air space,
drainage, closing of
old baildings unfit
for human habita-
tiomn.

9. Dairies, Cowsheds & Milkshops, ... 1902 -« Lighting, ventilation

Regulations. cleanliness, drainage,

and Water Supply.
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