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BOROUGH OF HARLBOROUGH

AIMTUEL REPORT
of the
IHEDICAL OFFICER OF IIEALTH
for the Year 1971

Council Offices,
1y, The Green,

lHarlborough.
To The Mayor, Alderrcn and Councillors:

Hr, Hayor, Ladies ani Gentlcran,

I have the honour to presaent ry annmual report for the yoar 1971.
This report in view of rcorganisation of Local Governnent is likely to be
oy penultinate one, and is conpiled on sinilar lines as laat year. I an
grateful to Mr, Yeonen, the Chief Public Health Ingpector for his report
wiich is included. I an also indghted to Dr. Lycett, tho County lMedical
Officer for supplying deotails of imrmnisation procedures carried out during
the year, and to lfr, Hanpshire, the ¥Waoter Engincer, Borough of Swindon for
supplying ne with a surnary of bactorial and chenieal analysis.

Narlborough iz situated on tho river Konnct at an elovation approxinately
470 foet above seca lovely and although a snall Borough, has an inportance
which is not related to its size.

Priparily a shopping centre, the town is also an inportant educational
centre, as in addition to Harlhorough Collego, thore is the Granmar Schocl
dating fron 1550, and also a Socondary Modern Schocl, both now in new nodern
buildings in excellent surroundings, The livelibood of tho population is
provided in the nain by work in local trades and sorvices, a little light
industry, agricultural pursuits, and further aficld the industrial town of
Swindon, There is a flourishing catoring industry to ncet the nceds of the
nany visitors to the town, which provides enploynent, rmch of it on a part-
tine and seascnal basis,

The town is very fortunate in having the Savernske hospital within two
niles of the centre in pleasant surroundings. This hogpital of 70 beds
providos in-pationt facilities for at least 90 por cont of those whe reguire
hospital adrission, has 2 first class natornity unit, and a niodorn well
equipped out-pationts departrent. Arrangenents for tho provision of a
goriatrie unit roferrod to in last yoars report are duc to cone into
oporation alnost irncdiately, with fiftoecn beds, ton for woiien and five for
nen, Plans for a Day hospital too are, I understand, in thc pipe line.
This is an inportant developnont since we frogquently exporicnce problens
with old people who do not roquire full rosidential carc, particularly those
living with relatives, for whom this would be a nost welcone provision.
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The gencral health of the town is satisfactory, although undoubtedly
inflation has adversecly offected the standerd of living of those on snall
fixod incones and frnilics whore the broad winner is in a low inconma bracket.
Tho population cstimatc has showm no chango in spite of the fact that the
nurber of occupicd houscs has incroased by 53, and the natural increase,oxcess
of births ovor deaths, is 41. Tho oponing of the M4 notorway scems to have
had sono effoct in reducing the volume of treffic passing through the town,
but the incrcascd size of thc rodern lorry has largely offsct any benefit this
has brought, whilc it is ton carly to cstibato what effect it will have on
future population tronds.

The numbor of births has risen slightly, which has rosulted in a lower
porcentage figure for illegitimate births, although the nurbor of those, ten,
iz the same. Although fanily planning has 2 part to play in this situation
ono foels that this is not theo roal asnawer at a tine when proniscuity has lead
to a situation in which venorcal discase, particularly gonorrhoea, is virtually
out of control, Fanily planning, a centre for which was cstablished sone
Yoars ago in the town in the County Clinic, as a rcsult of veluntary offort,
bkas coratinly howover a large part to play in the overall control of population,

vital if theo guality of life is to be naintained at anything like its present
lavel,

The pattorn of doeaths has shosm little change, tho total heing five nore
than last yoar, at 68. Of the ton deaths fron nalignant discase, lung cancer
accounted for only two, but there wore sixtcen fron coronary heart discaso, an
incroasoc of six, and one gach fron pnounonia and chronic bronchitis, The
causes of all thosec deaths are closcly related to cigarcttc smoking, undorlined
in the report of the Royal Colloge of Physiclans, published during the year.
Thoir estinate thot in 1968 of tho 99,082 deathz which occcurrod anong non aged
33-54 thore were 31,000 pronature deaths sssociated with cigarotta snoking, is
worth repeating togothor with their firn findings that thore is e stoady and
conparatively rapid docline in the risks to the individual who gives up snoking
and rouaina a non-snokor. I believe that inforration of this type should be
widoly ventilated so that snokors are in a position to neke up their ninda on
their attitude to tho snoking habit basced on accurate covidonce. However,
since the burden, both physical and financial on the N.H.S. is a hoavy ona,
and rocent work published by an M.O0.H. Dr., Taylor, sccms to indicate that in
school children whose pnronts arc snokers thore is a sigmificantly incroascd
liability to respiratory discasc, overy offort should ha made te try to
influonco snokers to abandon the cigerette, and cven more inportant to influcnce
the young to absgtain, I boliovo that ovorything should he dono where
possible to discourags smoking in public places, and I was particularly pleased
that the Council agrood to provide pormanent notices either "Smoking Discouraged"
of "No Smocking Ploaso" for distribution to ownors and nanagers of ostablishnients
and othor places to which the public have accosa, and that as a reosult a great
nany cstablishenents in the town arc displaying thesoe notices.

The nurher of cases of infectious disoaso notificd was the lowest since
1962, but of the five thet were notified, two wore duc to rospiratory
tuberculogis = a ronindeor that this discassc is still with us. The other
throe duc to nmeaslos, arc now preventable hy vaccination, This prosont happy
pogition in reapect of notfiable discascs is entircly duc to our successful
vaceination poliecy, wholohcnrtedly accopted by the parents in this towm for
thoir childreon, and ably inplerentod by the County Hoalth Departnent. This
has cxcooled ocur groatost expoctations of the early post war years when I first
entered the Public Health Scrvice. Althouzh modifications to the vaccination
policy such as the abandennont of routine infant smallpox vaeeination, nay be
made from tire to tine, in general it will be nccessary to continuc the policy of
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univorsal vaccination indefinitely, which will require at least as ruch
attoution in tho future as tho County licalth Departriont has given to it in
the nogk,

sithough the longth of the housing list for council housc acconmodation
gluows Llttle ovilonce of any deocline — at prosont thore arc 110 on the list
Ior zonecral housing acconmodation, and 72 for old persoms accormodation -
hoveliy: conditions are roascnably good, and theo points schone in rospect of
bouszing applicants for council accornmodation has worked wvery woll, I have
howsvar suggostod ninor altorations to the scheme to glve groestor priority
to dguilies with young children occupying older propertios, usually flats
gitunted above or bohind business pronisce in the centre of the town, which
although possessing in nost ingtances all the five anenities, arc by thoir
"bad arrangecmont” often a poor cnvironment for optirum child developnment.
One is roluctant to deal with such promises under Housing Act procodure,
ainco in most cases thoy provide ugeful rogideontizl accormodntion for adults,
at loagt up to middle age, in light of the current housing shortage. The
extonsion to York Place warden controlled groupad sccommodation was cormpleted,
providing another 16 flatlote, and plans have been put in hond to provide for
21 flatlets at the Priory in the contro of the town, with 2 warden and full
conmunity facilities. The Couneil decided howover not to provide full
grouped gcconnodntion facilities at the flats to be built at Port Fields,
mainly on the grounds that this eite was not particularly suitable, as I
undorstand it, for old poople, and that therc was a need for flotlots for the
tiddlo aged in this area. I fool howover that it is difficult to overbuild
in rospoct of grouped acconnodation with full commnity facilities, and to
satisfy tho noed it nay well be nocossary to build flatlets in situations
whore dug to circunstances the site may not be entircly ideal. Like many
authoritics we arc now facing problens with reogard to tenants in grouped
acconmodation who have become too frail to support thomsclves adoquatcely,
oven in these sheltorced conditions. This is somothing which neoeds to be
congideored in co-oporation with other intcrestod authoritices. In the futuro
ag is boing done in sone private schenes, "sick bays" should porhaps be
provided in agsociation with sroupod accorrwodation, where tenants can be
mirsed during tenporary illnoss or whon awaiting adnission to a geriatric
hospital,

The Luncheon Club for old poople continues to flourish and at prosent
thore are plans to provide accoitiodation for it in the Priory in the futurc.
Howeoveor, sone day I hope that it will bo posegible to find suitalle
acconnodation to previde for a Day Club on the lines of that now cstablished
at Davizea, Monls on Wheels has carried on its unobstrusive pood work during
the pericd, Our groatost thanks are dus to all those who give their tine
frocly and contributo so rmch to tho success to both,

The water supply is now the responeibility of the Swindon Watcr
Dopartoont, and has iivon no causc for anxicty.

I an vory gratceful to the norbers of the Council for theoir continued
guvport and for tho kindness and co-operation of all the Officors of the
Courncil. This has been yet shothor difficult yoar for local authority staff,
particularly for thosc working in Public llealth Departmonts for whon the
future is cven loss sccure. Thore scons to be little insight by sonec with
rogard to the work which gocs on, and is roguired to maintain our presont high
standards in onvironnental health. As I have said in ny provious roports, it
is erucial that tho prescnt rolationship botween the Hedical Officer and tho
Public llealth Inspoctorato is naintained whon tho Medieal Officor of llcalth
disappears, and is rcplaced by a Modical Adviscr who is cxpectod to come fron
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the staff of the N.H.S. I rcgret that the appointnonts of Medical Advisers
and also that of Chief Public Health Inspectors arc not to be statutorily
designated officers at a tine when it scoma likely that appointuents to be
nade by the new Counties in the fields of commerce and even in the supervision
of ganbling are likely to be so. This would seen to indicate, to ne at any
rate, a rather curious attitute of mind with regard to tho inportance of public
health, There will of course also be no sccurity of tenure of office for the
Medical Adviser or for the future Chicf Environmental Health Officer, presunably
& Chiof Public Health Inspoctory at a time when it seens as inportant as it
ever was for a Medical Adviger to be able to make his own unbiascd comments on
any nattor which affects tho health of those living in the arca for whon he is
responsible in this reogard without foar of the consogquences.

Finally I should spocifieally like to thank lMr. Ycoman and his staff,
Dr, Lighnan for acting as ry Deputy, Dr. Worrnmld and the staff of the Public
Health Laboratory for their continued help and frequent valued advice, and ry

gsocrotary, Miss Boswell for hor help and co-operation, particularly for her
work in preparing this annual report.

I have the honour to bo,
Your obediont scrvant,

F. D, F, STEEDE,
Modicgl Officor of Hoanlth.
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STATISTICS AND SOCTAT, CONDITIONS OF TUTG BOROUGH
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CAUSES OF DEATHS, 1971

Cause of Death K. F. Total
B19(3 Malignant neoplasm, stomach 1 - 1
B19(4 Malignant neonlasm, intestine - 3 4
B19f6 Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 2 - 2
319{?; Malignant neoplasm, breast - 2 2
B19(8 lKalignant neoplasn, uterus - 1 1
B19(11) Other malignant neoplasms 1 2 3
B46(5) Other diseases of nervous system - 1 1
B26 Chronie rheumatic heart disease 1 2 3
B28 Ischaemic heart disease 13 z 16
529 Other forms of heart disease 4 5 T
B30 Cergbrovascular disease T 9 16
BAG(6) Other disesses of circulatowy systen 1 - 1
B32 Pneunonia = 1 1
B33(1) Bronchitis and emphysema 1 - 1
BA6(9 Other disecases, genito-urinary systenm - | 1
B42 Congenital anomslies = 1 1
B44 Other causes of perinatal mortality 1 - 1
B45 Synptomg and ill defined ceonditions 1 4 5
BE48 All other accidents - 1 1
BE49 Suicide and gelf-inflicted injuries 1 = 1
Total all causes 34 34 68
Comparigon with England and Wales
i . per 1,000 per 1,000
! PRyl op montaniod 'Live Births|Totsl Birth
| Live Birtha| Death Hate  Infant 2
adjusted) | (sdjusted] Mortality |Stilibirths
Marlborough | !
Bovonh ! 23.3 1.2 | 9.0 1 0.0 _1
England and i - i
Wales —157_()_ f1ie6 PR a0 p12.0 !

NATTIONAL ASSISTANCE ACTS, 1948 SECTION 47 and 1951

No action wos takeon under this logislation.
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IMUNISATION STATISTICS 1971

Diphtheria, Whoopring cough, Tetanus, Measles and Polioryelitis Immunisations

; | i 1 | i i
Yoar of Birth 11971 197011969 | 1968 1967 1962-66 1956'51:Gtharfsunder
PUER S clod sglioa 4 130 o - - |
Primary 5 : + 5 i I
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i [ i i i
completed Eetamasiy Wy 39 £ 30 48 4 1 | A9 -
durs i f |
iring 27 ] Measles | ~ { 49| 15! 3| 8 | 3 - - |
rraten il e S (R S B Sl S -
; T T ' S
Reinforcing Diph. 1S 26143 ] 2 ! 28 L !
1 H H
immunisations | Wh.cough | - 24 + 41 ; [ 1 [ g - =
: TER 1 ;
B T dpatanus | - 26| 43| 3| 29) 13 | 8 -
Polio. | - (24| 41| 2126} 11 L e ) -
- - ; i | B e

Smallpox Vaccinations
(Vaccination digcontinued as a routine measurc
in early childhood September 1971)

Months Years
i [ Is ] I
Age Group D=3 3616919121 1 (241515 |
& L b ' H st
= 5 ! |I‘ i ] |
Vaccination = = =1 = i o4 19| 2
B —— I _: ] Fi L i i
i 1 | 1
Re-vaccination I | = [ il - | . 1
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HARLBORCUGH BOROUGH COUNCIL

RFPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR FOR THE YEAR 1971

Telephonet Marlborough 2474 Council Offices,
1, The Green,
Marlborough,

To the layor, Mdernen end Councillors.

Mr., Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present ny twenty third Annual Report
on the work of the Public Heglth Department. The report covers
the yeor ending 31st December, 1971 and is nrenared in acecondance
with the Department of Health's circular dated 3rd January, 1972.

Yours faithfully,

Hoe Co YEGL.
CHIEF FUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR.

January, 1972,

- 10 -






INSPECTION OF FOOD AND FOOD PREMISES

Food and Druss Acts

Food Prenises

Condermned Food

Mept Inspection

The following premiscs are registered
under section 16 of the Food & Drugs
Act, 1955.

Salo of Ice Crean
Hanafacture of Ice Crean

Monufacture and sale of saunsages
Fish end Chins

There ara the following food premises
within the DBoroushi=

Bakchouses

Butchers

Cafos ond Restaurants (unlicensed)
Dairies

Delicatecsens

Fislmongers

Fricd Pish Shops

Greensrocers

Grocers cnd Genercl Stores
Licensed promises serving meals
Licemsed nreanises not serving neals
Sweets and suor confectionory
School Kitchens

Factory Cantecns

The following foods were surrendered to
the Public Health Department during the

yooris

Fish 26 1bs,
Moot 46 1bs,
M seclloneous 186 1bez.

258 1bs,
There are no slonghter houses in the
distriect ond the only meat inspeeted
woo in retail shops or market stalls.,
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Pood Hy»iene General
Resulations, 1960,

Milk Eupulics = Brmcells
gbﬂrtus.

Poul txy Inspoction,

M1k (Special Designation)
Repulations 1963.

234 routine inspections were carried out
during the year and apart from a small
nunber of informel noticea no action was
required, The standord generally is

conmendobly high.

Mo 'row! milk is sold in the Borough and
therafore no sonples were talan.

There are no poultry processing plonts

vithin the Borough.

There are B licensed dealers in the

igtrict vizs

J. . & H. Paulsen,
Merlin Restourant.

Chuzch Fom Doiry
(#ozlborough) Lid.

Hoce Marketin:

L. S. Wade, 77 High Stroct

Suindon ond District
fo=operative

Inte:motional Stores
High Strect

Stratton Sons & Mead

Jl-l- J-l Bﬂ-ﬂﬂ'ﬂ,
18, St, Martins

Pasteurizsad

Posteurised
Storilised
U&HlTl

Paateurised
Sterilised
U.H.T.

Postaurised
Sterilised

U.EII-?.

Pasteurised
Sterilised
U'E{IT‘

U.:‘I 'TI
Stariliced
Pagteurised

Pasteurised

Posteurised

Al premises are regularly inspected cnd

a total of 41 visits nada.

44 somples

Aere token, oll but 2 met tha required

stondards.
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FACTORIES

12 inspections were carried cut during the yeor and details are set out in
the a>pendix to the report,

WATER SUPPLY

The water undertoking for the distriet is Suindon Corporation, 2 bacterio-
logical samples were token during the yeor, both of which were satisfactory.

OFFICES, SHOPS & RATLUAY PREMISES ACT, 1963

Little progress was node in the deteiled inspection of regiseterod premisea
but routine comploints were investigoted.

JOVEABLE DJ/ELLINGS

There is only 1 liconsed site within the Boroush. The 2 caraovans ore well
nndntained,

RODENT CONTROL

66 complaints of rodent infostation were received during the year, 28 of
which cane from business premisce. In addition a test baiting of 25
nanholes on the noin sewernge systen wos corried out and 4 manholes were
found to be infested., Tho infestation wos clearsd after scveral re-visita,
The work of rodent control is carvied out by o noobor of the outside stcff
undor the direcct supervision of the Public Henlth Inspector,

ST OTING BATH

The open=cir heoted suimming beth continued to be well uscd, and there
wore no problems with heating, filtreation or chlorination. Tintometer
readings are token 3 times o doy and 3 bocteriological samples token

during the year. The bath was open from 11th April to 26th September.

FETRIOLE REGULATT OIS

There are 20 licenscd installations within the district, all of which
hrre been inapactad at leaat onee,
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SR ERAGE

The optinism concerning the new seworenge schena expreased in the previous
report wos not fully justified, end at the end of 1271 the schenz had still
not been commenccd. Tenders have been invited for the sccond tine ond it
is hoped that o stort will be nade in the Spring. Hegotintions are toking
nlace for the ccceptanca of seuage from 3 neighbouring parishs in the
Horlborough and Romsbury Rurcl Distriet,

The Worlks, in the noontine, continue to vork reasonchbly satiafactorily,
although sone samples foil to meet the Thames Conservancy Standard.

PUBLIC CLEAMSING

11 poarts of the district howve o woekly collection cnd in addition cafeas,
regtourants and school centoeens howe o sccond collection, Disposcl at
Prrbficlds continuces to bo sotisfoctory cnd diseussions are now taking
place over the oxtension of the site, or poszibly the shored usc of the
Hurnl Distriet!s ocxdsting tip.

HOUSING

Ceyacil Houses, Thase I of the Portfislds developnent waos comploted
during the yoor, comprising 9=-3 bedroom houscs, 9-2 bedroom houscs,

3-2 bedroon flota and 3-1 bedroom flats., The second atoge of York Floce
(,_'-;roupﬂd 0ld Pergons flots) wns nearing compleotion, This commrises

10-1 bedroon fluts, 6 bed/sitters ond will provide a total nuber of
undits in the entirc scheme of 31 units and o Joxden's flat. The 3 houses
in Tinpit were comploted, ond a stort node on 2 flats ond o shop at

31, Kingsbury Stroct,

Privote Houses, 36 houscs wers comploied during the yoor to give a total
completed since the var of 446, At the ond of Docenber & further 59 vwere
nndasr construction,

Improvenenis to Pre-war Council Houses, The nmodernisation progrorre hos
conbinued potiotoctorily and 109 houscs are now complase. 4 further 50
had bpen commenced by the end of the yeox.

Immrovencnt Gronts. 13 Discretioncxy Grents, volue £17,204 were oode
durin: the yeor. There were no apjilications for Standord Gronta.
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Particulars

(1)

were

Number of ceses in which defecta

found

Found

(2)

Renmedied

(3)

Referred

To H.M.

Inspector] Inspectox

(4)

By H.M,
(5)

Nunber of
cases in
which proze-
cutione were
inatituted

(6)

Ineffective drainage of
floors (S.6)

Sanitoary Conveniences
(a) Insufficient (S.7)

(b) Unsuitcble of
dafective

(c¢) Hot separcie for
sexes

Other offencecs agoinst
the Act (not inecluding
offences relating to
Cut-Worlk

Total

PART VIII OF THE ACT (Sections 133

refercnce OQutiorlerl =

1. (Glove-naking)

= 1 =

and 134)













