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Borough of Marlborough.

Lis

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH'S REPORT,

1908.

e ag dd

Reprinted from *‘ The HMarlborough Times and Wilts and Berks
County Paper,” February 6th, 1909.

GENTLEMEN,—] beg to present my annoal repoct
for the yesr 1008 togethoer with atatistisal tables,
opopies of which are beiog forwarded to the Couniy
Conneil, the Local Government Board, and a copy of
the report on Faotories snd Workshops to the

Baoretary of State.

POPULATION AND VITAL STaTIETICS. — The

Istion iz eatimated st 4 123. The birh-rate ia

4 55, the loweat in the laat 10 yeara. The dasth-rate

is 8 97, the avaraga for 10 yeara baing 12.27. There

wera no destha from zymotio diseass. FPhthisis
death-rety i 0.72. Cancer doath-rats is 0.48.

Ares oF BorovoH : HOUSING ACCOMMODATION.—
The araa of the Borough is 601 sores. The number
of honees is 881. Eighteen are unoccnpied, making
863 inbabited. Twoerty-two new houses hava beon
buoilt, and of thess 17 are oocoupied. Thirtesn old
houssa are unooonpisd. The building of the honses
in 8t. John's Close is the greatesat improvement in
tha honsing accommodation that has taken pisos for
saveral yesrs. Insanitery conditions in two yarda in
tha High-etreet have been remedied. Ouoe omss of
overcrowding was discovered and abated. Five
honees bave besn pot into habitable repair, and two
olesured snd lime-wasbed. Many minor ineanitary
conditions have been remedied. Seventeen cess-piv
privies bave been convertad into w.a 'a, 8o that there
nas been a steady improvement io this direction, and
every opportuni‘y ia being taken to insist on this
being done. In Movember, my attention was ageio
oalled to the oond tion of Crown Court, sboat which
I bava reported on two or three diffsrent ccoasiona,
Datails will be foucd given in & sepsrata report on
Crown Court.

WATER SUPPLY.—As etated in former reporta, the
water supply ia exosllent, There are cow very fow
places in which the public supply is not n:ed.

Dramnacge.—Ths drain=ge ontfall works gava rise
to much anxiely during the early part of the year,
and for some tims thers was practioally & complete
break down in tha trestment of the sawege, so that
tha orude gswags had to ba sllowed to ran over the
land, snd this, partienlarly in June and Jaly, became
a great nuisance, and gave rige to many oomplainta,
The diffisultiess wers dealt with, and by Ooctobar
averything was working eatisfaotorily, and in my
November report I waa able to state that st my last
imgpaction, aocompanied by the Surveyor, when I
took epecimens of the filtrate from some of the beds,
I found that it reached s very high standard of
purity. I then expreased the opininrn that the broak-
down was doe to over-taxing the beds with too mueh
gawage, and not giviog them enough rest. I beliove
that the amount of storm-water which reaches the
receivirg tack ia capable of atill greater reduoction,

SCAVENGING ia earried ont as formerly by contract,
It bas besn done satiafwctorily. A good many old
larga ash-pits have bean dona away with, neceasitating
mora frequent reamoval of refnae, and I thiok properly
covared eanitary dost-bing ara in mora frequent uoae,
In 14 onses notioes have had to be served to remove
offaneive rofnee.

InrrcTioUs Dismase.—Thera were sgain only 4
casna of infactions diseass notifiad, 2 of scarlet faver
and 2 of facial eryeipelas, The Isolation Hospital
waa not used for any csees from the Borough, The
drainags from the Isolation Hoepital has been con-
neoted with the main drainags. B:fore ancther year
pasgsa [ hopa to eee w.o.'a substitated for the e.0.'a
for ward nes, Though pulmonary tubsroolosis ia
not ons of the notifiable dissases, at present, in every
onga whera it hes come to our knowledge that a
danth hes coourred or & osss besm removed, dis-
infeotion of the homse has been oarried out, Tha
Fublio Health (Toberenlosia) Regs., 1908, will
nocesaitata the notifization to the Medical Officer
of Health of all poir law ocasea soffaricg from
pulmonary inberenlosia.

FacTorIES AND WoRESHOPS.—(as new faclory
and one workshop have ba-n added dariog the year,
and one tailor's shop strook off the list, A repork is
appended on the form provided for the puorpose.
Liata of ont-vorkera hava been eupplied. The number
iatha pama ag last year, viz , 6 males and 11 fomalea.

BravenTEr Hovsrs.—Thers are 5 slanghter
homses., Thess have besn kept in a condition t3
fulfil tha requirementa of the byelaws.

CowsHEDS.—Thera are four milk vendora wha
have regictsred cowsheda in the Boroogh. Variouns
improvementa have been carried oot at thess, wnd the
surronndiogs bave been kept cleaner than formerly.
In msome thera are etill defects, chiefly from
ill-paved flowrs, making it wvery diffionlt to
observe atriot cleanlinesa, In ope or two cases
defactive drainage haa been noticad. Improvementa
in convenience of eealding milk veassela have been
made, and alas for eoolirg the milk, There ia great
room for improvement in keeping the cowa olean,
Thare are as many sources of contamination of milk
which ara diffisnlt to detect that ona wonld have
axpected that mora paina wounld have besn taken to
sliminata euch a vary obviona causo aa this, and the
gxtra labonr wonld bs wall sxpanded.

Mepican InsrEorion oF ScHoon CHILDREN.—
During the year the medioal inapection of echool
ohildren has been carried ont in the two schools in
the diatrict. The reporta of thess examinations are
gont to the Conniy Madiosl Officer, who ia tha sohoal
Madioal Officer, and the full report will be dealt with
later by him.

(Signed) THOMAS H. HAYDON,
M.O H., M.B., B.C., Camb.






