[Report 1925] / Medical Officer of Health, Market Harborough R.D.C.

Contributors

Market Harborough (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1925

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/cuégbfev

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
















AP PR T e O

4

Clinies & Treatment Centres. A Maternity and Child Welfare
Centre was opened at Kibworth recently and is very well attended.
This is superintended by a committee of local ladies under the County
Council. -

A Tuberculosis Dispensary is available for cases at Friar Lane,
Leicester, under the County Tuberculosis Officer.

A Treatment Centre is available for patients at the Leicester
Royal Infirmary.

Nursing Arvangements. District Nurses are provided in many
of the villages in the district and are under the control of the County
Council, eg—in Fleckney, Gumley, and the Langtons. At the
Kibworths the nurse is supported by purely voluntary contributions,
‘These nurses are all qualified midwives, and their value to the district
cannot be overestimated.

Midwives, There are six qualified midwives practising in the
district. '

Chemical Work. Pathological and Bacteriological examina®
tions are carried out in Leicester under the direction cuf the Assistant
County M.O.H. For work done duting the year see appendix.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AEEA.

Water Supply. In the absence of any large river or catchment
area, the district depends entirely upon public or private wells for its
water supply. To this statement the village of Lubenham is an ex-
ception, inasmuch as the water supply is largely drawn from the
Market Harborough main supply by stand pipes In many cases
individual properties have their own well. It must be noted that the
wells are largely shallow wells built of dry porous brickwork without
cement lining, and as such are open to serious suiface contamination
from cesspools or agricultural drainage—despite this ever-present risk
there have been very few complaints of contamination in the last five
years. Another risk in the well system is the shortage that may occur
in a dry season, especially if the ground level has not been filled
during the winter months,

The water is of good quality but contains 7o degrees of hard-
ness, which makes it very destructive to Loilers and cooking utensils.

Sewerage & Scavenging, In the villages of Kibworth there is
a joint sewerage scheme, whereby 12 acres of grass land are used for
irrigation after the sewage has passed through the setiling tanks which
are of the Cosham variety.

“Fleckney village also has an efficiently working scheme where
Cosham’s patent tanks and Adam’s automatic sprinkler are ‘used,
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In the other villages in the district cesspools and settling tanks
are in general use ; the liability of contamination of water by leakage
from these has already been noted.

Good progress is being made in removing the old-fashioned
privies and substituting pail or water closets, but the principle of one
cottage, one closet, still falls short of attainment.

In the last 5 years new settling tanks and filter bed have been
provided on the Smeeton Sewer outfall,

A new outfall sewer, settling tanks and filter bed are in process
of construction at Foxton.

Additional settling tanks and storm water tanks are in hand at
Kibworth Beauchamp, and at Kibworth Harcourt there has been an
175 yards extension of the sewer in New Road.,

At Lubenham 75 yards of old sewer were taken up and new
glazed stoneware sewer substituted.

At East Langton a 20 yard extension of sewer to the New
Council Houses was carried out,

At Foxton 12 street gullies were replaced by trapped gullies
and 3 ventilating shafts fitted on the sewer,

Fleckney Sewage Works continue to function satisfactoril ¥

In the Kibworths and Fleckney scavenging is carried out
regularly by carts and the refuse dumped, This arrangement has
been in force for a considerable time.

A Scavenging Order has been obtained for Smeeton and a fort-
nightly collection is made.

Again it must be urged that Scavenging systems are necessary
at Lubenham and Husbands Bosworth.

SCHOOLS.

The various schools in the district have been inspected during
the year and their sanitary condition found to be satisfactory.

A considerable enlargement has been completed at Mowsley
school,

Kibworth schools were closed for Measles from May 27th to
June 22nd, 1925,

HOUSING,

The general housing conditions in the area are good but there
still remains a big demand for houses, and consequently many that
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are unfit for habitation remain occupied owing to the shortage. As
will be seen from the figures given below, building is generally dis-
tributed in all the villages.

‘T'here is very little overcrowding throughout the area and in no
cases of such had action to be taken in 1925.

44 Council Houses have been completed since January rgar,
making a total of 54. These have been distributed as under:

Kibworth Beauchamp 20, Kibworth Harcourt 4, Saddington
6, Lubenham 14, Foxton 6, East Langton 4.

49 New Houses have been built or are in course of erection.
29 of these have received the block grant subsidy of £15 under the
1923 Act. Unfortunately none of the houses built have been available
for renting as they have been built either for private ownership or by
builders for sale, or houses provided specifically for employees of
individuals or firms.

In addition to the above 3 houses for which closing orders had
been issued, have been reconditioned and relet.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Milk Supply. The milk used in the district is produced within
it and is of good quality as proved by periodical tests at the laboratory.
In the last year 18 milk examinations were carried out. There is a
progressing tendency to improvement of the dairies, cowsheds and
milkshops, but conditions still leave a lot to be desired in some of the
smaller dairies. (For any action taken see Sanitary Officer’s Report).

Meat. Owing to the number of small private slaughter-houses
scattered throughout the area, the inspection of meat cannot be
carried out as thoroughly as could be desired, but as many as possible
are inspected, and closer supervision is now exercised under the new
Meat Regulations which came into force in April, 1926,

‘The number of slaughter-houses in the district is 18, The
conditions in some of these private slaughter-houses leave a lot to be
desired, but heie again supervision is difficult owing to their scattered
distribution.

NOTIFICATION OF DISEASE—INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

‘Throughout the period 1g9zo~25, with the exception of influenza,
no extraordinary epidemic has occurred : in 1924 8 cases of Enteric
Fever occurred at Husbands Bosworth, the suspected source of infec-
tion being milk, : ¥ L



7
Diphtheria Anti-toxin is supplied by the Council for the use of
practitioners.

One case of Enccephalitis Lethargica was reported for the last
year and resulted in death.

Where necessary, Pathological and Bacterological specimens
are examined at the County Laboratory, and the use that has been
made of these facilities can be seen from the appended table.

As regards Isolation, there is no Isolation Hospital in your
district.  Under existing arrangements cases when notified may be
removed to Blaby Hospital ; as soon as the case is removed thorough
disinfection is carried out in the house ; the same applies to houses
where isolation has been carried out at home,

No use has been made in the district of the Schick or Dick
tests in diphtheria and scarlet fever respectively.

Vaccinations. Vaccination is still rigorously opposed in the
area. In the past year the number of vaccinations have been—

Primary 4. Re-vaccination 3.

Tuberculosis cases are notified to me and then sent to the
County Medical Officer of Health. The houses concerned are visited
by qualified health visitors and given instruction in the necessary
principles of care and observance of hygienic rules, So far as County
Hospital accommodation will allow, admission of necessary cases
from your district is allowed, and cases not requiring institutional
treatment are treated at home or at the Dispensary in Leicester.

Appendix II. Laboratory Work.

The following is a list of examinations made for your own district
viz : Market Harborough Rural.

Milk examinations LUy
Sputa for Tubercle Bacilli ... 10
Sewage and Water analyses 7
Urine for T. B. 5
Throat swabs for Diphtheria ... 2
Urine (General and Bacteriological) 2
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Sanitary Inspector’s Report, 1925.

3]

To the Chairman and Members of the Market Harborough Rural
District Council.

(GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my report for the year ending December 31st,
1925.

Particulars as to inspections, notices served &c., are given in
the attached statement.

SEWER AGE.

Fleckney sewerage works continue to work satisfactorily,. We
are dealing there with an excess quantity in winter, dwing to percola-
tion of brook and subsoil water into the sewers. Efforts made at times
to prevent this, have been only partially successful.

At Kibworth sewerage works, the construction of two new settl-
ing tanks, and two storm water tanks was commenced in October,
Owing to the severe weather work had to be discontinued for some
time, and the work is still in hand.

Thenew works at Foxton, consisting of 400 yards of outfall sewer,
and the construction of settling tanks, percolating filter, and humus
tanks was commenced in October and is still in hand.

In Foxton village twelve trapped gullies have been substituted
for open catchpits, and three ventilating shafts erected.

SCAVENGING.

Scavenging has been carried on as usual in the parishes of
Kibworth Beauchamp, Fleckney, Smeeton, and Kibworth Harcourt.

It is to be regretted that house-holders do not burn much more
of their combustible refuse. A very large proportion of the refuse
collected could be easily burnt on kitchen grates, thereby utilising the
fuel value of the refuse, and very considerably reducing the cost to the
rates of collection and disposal. It is surprising, too, the amount of
perfectly good fuel, in the shape of small coal and cinders which finds
its way into the refuse bins.

MEAT & SLAUGHTER-HOUSES REGULATIONS.

These Regulations which came into force on April 1st, have
entailed considerable work, but I am glad to say that have been com-
Pliﬂd with very satisfactorily to date,
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Has public abbattoir been established No
No. of inspections of meat at time of slaughter 117

State arrangements for inspection at time of slaughter :
Inspection made as often as possible. All casualties inspected

Meat marking—Has approval been given ... ;i No

Meat stalls—No. of inspections ... Nil

Meat shops, stores etc.—No. of inspections ... 35
No of contraventions found ... 2

Meat transport and handling—No. of contraventions found Nil

Total No. of inspections of places where food (other than

meat) is kept or prepared for sale 7
No. of contraventions found ... Nil
Are existing powers adequate ... Yes

Milk supply ( Daivies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order 1885-1889
ete. (Milk and Datries (Amendment) Act 1g22).

Have regulations been adopted ? Yes
Has Veterinary inspector been appointed ? ... Yes
Retail purveyors.
(a) Register—No. on 3
(b) Premises—Total No. of inspections made 11
No. of contraventions found ... Nil
No. found to require—
(a) Cleansing Nil
(b) Structural or sanitary improvements .. e Nil

W holesale traders and producers.

(a) Register—No. on vy
(b) Premises—No of inspections made
(1) Total 4 274
(2) During milking time ... 87
No. of contraventions found .. 36
No. found to require—
(1) Cleansing ... 36
(2) Structural or sanitary improvements ... Nil

~ No. of samples of milk taken for Bactericlogical examinations 18
~ Total No. of Milch cows in the district ...  gbb
Legal proceedings—No. of summorises issued = Nil


















