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INTERIM REPORT ON THS HEALTH AND SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES CF THE URBAN
DISTRICT OF MARKET DRAYTON FOR THE YEAR 1942.

Once agsin the Ministry of health has required that the Report on
the ﬁealth of the District shall be preaentéd in ai aboreviated
interim form., This being so, axhaustive.étaﬁistical figures have
been svoided 2nd such as are given have been-confined to those of &
domestic nature 2nd of local interest.

Infectious Disease is dealt with in the relevant section of this
Report but here it can be noted thet an excellent record of freeaom
from zymotic disease was marred by the presence of an epidemic of
diphtheria in the Autumn. Agditionally noteworthy hss Deen the com-
plete absence of 3carlet Fevear.

Cver the country, generally, despite Wer conditions &and the
stringency of the times, acute infective diseases have shown little
or no rise with the exception 01 Cerebro-3pinal-Fever - a disease
from which this District escaped completely. It may be, however,

. that that condition associated with the maintainance of the good
health of & country - cleanliness - nas shewn some deterioration.

The frequency of Scebies sez2ms to denote a lack of this, and Scabies
has been much in mind in tha psst twelve months. Turning to that
more chronic infective condition Tuberculosis - over the country
there has been & rise following a prewvar decline which had been con-
tinued from the end of the First Waer. In some measure to meet this a
system of Mass Radiography has been evolved. To expedite the examina-
tion of patients and at the same time to bring within the scope of

preventive medicine 2 large section of adolescency and young adults

(the 20-30 age group) a system of X ray photography has been invented
which should be the means of bringing to light many unsuspected cases.
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By this system of mass X ray sxamination the time should not be far
distant when every adult will be subjected to this type of examination
at the period of greatest succeptibility. The relationship of this
disease to your District is dealt with 2t the end of the Report. To
combat and further prevention the Ministry of Health has made arrangse-
ments to deal with the possibl: onset and spread of Typhus Fever - a
disease rrom which this Country is now completely free. The danger of
this gaining a foothold liass in the largs proportion of our population
at present abroad returning to this Country and coupled with this ths
rapid means for that return. The Continent hes not enjoyed this fres=-
dom from Typhus &nd the denger is thereby emphasised. Venereal
Diseage h2s shown an unwelcomed increase in frequency and has besn
much discussed. To further prevention certain measures have been
taken by ¥Ferliament to restrict, jrincipally the infected female being
the cause for further spread and it is now possible to deal with such
causes compulsorily - on report. NMuch diversity of opinion exists as
to the relstive weight to be given to medical and moral teschings in
attempting to secure eradication. Small-Pox, an infrequent and
undasired visitor, has evidancsd itself at periods in the Year.
Scotland hes been meinly affectasd and only rare cases have occurred on
this side of the Border, 2nd no epidemics have arisen.

A precautionary measure, naw in so far as its general applicability
to this Country has had to be taken in relationship to static water
supplies. This one of the protective weapons used in defence of the
Country is by rezson of its nature 2 possible breeding ground for
mosquitoes. The steps to prevent this has been the subject of a

memorandum from the Ministry of Hezlth. Prevemtive ledicine has become
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& State Controlled Bramtn of Seience and during the Year much con-
jecture and publicity has been given to the possibility of meking
Medicine generslly under this same control, in & socialised form. The
opening of He2lth Centres to deal with all diseases with attendant
Doctors and Specialists as required is ecnvissged end while it would
appear that same form of Service of this nature will result the shape
and scope has still to be agrecd 2nd decided.

Complementary with the sbove tna status of those Servants of

Medicine, Nyrses, hes received much consideration and the resultant

has been the stablilisation of their system of working and remuneration.

In the immediate neighbourhood particular attention has been
directed to the need for 2 higher stancard of Cleanliness in Milk. In
this connection preliminary steps have been taken in association with
the loecal Agricultural Collegete formulate a scheme for local sampling.
It is hoped that by this means it may be possible to eradicate that
substratum of milk producers who are at present supplying a liguid of
an inferior standard of cleanliness.

It is pleasing to note that as a resultant of the special care

and supervision of the Diet of children there has been no adverse
effects on the Health and Weizht as a result of the Wer. Among the
people generally better use is being mede of the more ordinary foods

in the home end it has been found possible to live satisfactorily on

the restricted rations now in force. The lessen@ng of Neurosis re-
ported over the Country hes been to persons being more occupied and
busy snd free from fear of unemployment.

PQPULATION, No changes of domestic interest have been noted in the

returns recently received from the Ministry.
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Certain figures and 3tatisties supplied by the Ministry of Haaith:

Males. Femsles,
Live Birtha. ... . . 49, 46.
Illegitimate Births B. 6.
Still Births. cseas - 1

Deaths under 1 year of age 5.
Deaths (generally)........ bMales 29. Females 33.

3ome causes of death :-

PU-JIEGHEI"}' TubEI‘CLllUS iS. T EEEEEER 1-.

I‘iﬂn-PulﬂanEI"y TUbEI‘CLllDEiS--.; e 1|
Cancerl#liiaiiiitlliiitilllnrllt-rl l-ll
Cerebral Haemorrhageeevesesecssns 6.
HeRrt Dlgaasd. . ccrissinasnananes LS
Pneumﬂniallti"i'il‘l‘liili..'l‘lil' 5I

There were no deaths rfrom acute infective (notifiable)
disease.

BACTERIOLOGICAL, SERVICE. This continues to be carried out by the
County Bacteriologist, Dr.Rnodes, at the Royal Salop Infimary at
Shrewsbury. The centralisation in this Hospital is now complete and
the whole works satisfactorily.

AVBULANCE. The rearrangement of the service for the removal of
infectious cases has now had opportunity to regularise itself and
there h=ave been fewer complaints. Perhaps the greatest defect has
been the time lag between the receiving of the notice of a case and
its removal to hospital but this cannot easgily be overcome where there
is a part-time contract and the driver has other duties engaging his
attention.

SUIVMING BATHS. The chlorination plant has now been installed and
this centre continues to be one of the chief attractions for recrea-
tion in the town. Recently bacteriological reports of the water have
not come to hand and this omission should be rectified. Such samples

might be taken at intervals at the peak sesson of the Year.
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WATER SUPPLY. No complaints have been received during the course of
the period. Semples taken for snalysis have generally been reported
as beiﬁg of Class 1 category although there was one exception.
SCAVENGING. This continues t0 be eystemetised on the basis of 3
weekly collection. A monthly report shows that, on an average, over
one hundred loads have been removed to the Newtown Tip during the four
week period - the major portion being conveyed by Council carts. 1In
addition to refuse, salvege is elso collected. From time to time, re-
quests have been made to owners of houses to provide sanitary dustbing
but it has not always been possible to comply with this demand on
account of the scarcity of such receptacles.
SEWERAGE AND DISPQSAL. No outstanding incident in this seérvice has
baen noted in the twelve months. No complaints have been received és
tQ the method of disposal and any difficulty which has been experiencad
has been associated with the sewer collection. Judging from the
Sanitary Inspector's Reports, chokages in drains hsve been unduely
frequent, the most outstanding being the collapse of & culvert in
Shropshire Street. This, ascribed to heavy traffic, was able to be
repaired without any great inconvenience being caused. From time to
time houses with faulty or no dreinage have been inspected and where no
sewer connection was availeble the best means of disposal of waste,

slop weter, and the removal and disposal of excrement from septic

tanks, has been advised.

HOUSING. Régular reports have been submitted to the Council of homes
inspected, defects found, repairs necessary and progress made. Such
supervision, with the abatement of nuisances, limit the work of the

Deparument on permenent dwellings. At times the presence of dwellers
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in caravans within tha Urban area have been brought to notice and
such dwellings have been scrutinised, and from them 2 reasonable
stendard of hygiene demanded. In adéition %o the Senitery Inspector,
the Heslth Visitor has reported on houses in need of cleansing and
such occupiers have been required to give this their attention.

The local lodging houses have been inspected and in one instance,
repairs and redecorations have been required.
MEAT & FOOD3. The Town continues to be served from the central
abattoir at Whitchurch and on delivery any question as to the quality
of the meat supplied is settled by the Sanitery Inspector. During
this period the Whitchurch Authority felt thet the burden imposed by
this abattoir centralisation w&s too great to be borne solely by one
sanitery Department. To overcome this, invitations were extended to
other authorities participsting in this meat service to give assis-
tance in the inspection of the carcases. Mlarket Drayton and Dreyton
were two of the Authorities concerned but Drayton, only, was able to
respond and give assistance. Foods, other than meat, have been
brought for inspection end advice asked as to quality and suitability
for consumption. It has been found necessary to condemn and con-
fiscate certain articles among which were such articles as tinned
goods and a2 quantity of fisn. There has been one instance of plaas
having been submitted for the proposed conversion of @ building to ba
used as 2 bakehouse. It can here be emphasised again the need for ths
building of bakehouses to be systematised as far as possible on modsl
plans.
SCHOCLS. Following on many complaimts of the dangerous condition of

the playgrounds of a local school, this was inspected:. It wzs found
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that the surrounas of the buildings had deteriorated, leaving a very
uneven aufface with 2 marked tendency to Gevelope a dust nuisance in
ary wihdy weather. The sttention of the County Education Deparitment
was directed to this matter.
INFECTIOUS DISEASE. The number and veriety of such disease notified
in the Year has been very limited and, but for the presence of
diphtheria in the Autumn, the District would have enjoyed as great a
degree of freedom as must have been experienced for many years.
Unfortunately, diphtheria occurred in epidemic form znd gave rise to
some sixteen ceses. August and September were the montns mainly con-
cemed, the first two quarters having been completcly free. Of the
sixteen cases, 15 were trested in hospitsl, 8 were imuunised, and none
died. (Generally over the Nortn-Eastern Area of the County the
benefits of the protection of children by means of immunisation has
begun to be appreciated end wnile your town hes experiznced tnis set-
back at this early stage in the campaign, this retrograde ueparturé
should be considered as merely incidentsl and & final assessment
should be postponed until this scheme has matured and & high percentage
of protective treatments have been averaged over a number of years.
In December, the number of children under 5 years treated by immunisa-
tion were 64% and over that age 87%. Up to the month of May, it had
been the practice for the Local Authority to control all branches of
immunisation administration, but in that month, the County Authority.
decided that by their taking over the clinical treatment a more in-
tensive campaign could be conducted. From thet time all active
immunisation has been carried out by the County Doctors, the Local

Authority however still continuing tc complete the totals and render
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statistical returns to the Ministry of Health biannuelly. Little need
be said of the remainder of the diseases notified; there have been 4
cases of Pneumonia, 4 of Whooping Coughl, 2 of Puerperal Fyrexia and 8
of Measlas. There have been no cases of Scarlet Fever.
SCABIES, This disease had in the sarlier years of the War maenifested
itself with some frequency and the present period crystallised ita-l
full potential., Lli@ny ceses wars brought to notice snd while the
mejority were treated st the Local Hsalth Centre it has been felt that
there has been 2 considerable drag on the rspidity of cure obtainable.
As no local inpatient centre hss been evailzble and the removal to
the County Institution at Shawbury incurs absence from home with
removal to some distsnce, practically no pstients nave been treated
other than st home or at the Clinic. The facilities offered at
Newport, where patients could be conveniently housed over the con=-
taegion periocd has been brought to notice but no case has presented
itself at thet Centre from yor District. More recently there has been
2 considerable decline in incidence and it is to be hoped that this
will be mainteined.

TUBERCULOSIS. The numbers on thne Register 2t the end of the year,

were as follows :-

Males. Females.

Pulmonary. Ngn-Pulmonary. Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonsry.
LBL] e 1c. 10. 5. 6.
1942, .4 1 i I 12. 9. 7.

W. &, M. STEWART.
Meaical Officer of Health.

24. 8. 43.



