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ORBA STRIC UNC MARCH

1 Report of the Madical Of er of alth for the

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you my report for the year 1968 together

with a report from the Public Health Inspector.

: )
I wish to record my thanks to the Chairman and Members of the Public Health,

Housing and Flans Committee for their interest and support and to my colleagues

on the Council'a ataff for their assistance and co-Dperation.
I an, Mr. Chairman, ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
J. C. BURNS

Medical Officer of Health.

Gena 5]

drea in acres ae aa el biesll Be SpRl il o
Population (Registrar General's mid-year estimate for 1968)
Mumber of inhabited houses .. P e i . as .
Mumber of dwellinga owned by the Coumcil .. .. .o «s
Rateable Value (at 1at April, 1969)  .e  se os  4e s

Amount represented by estimated 1d. rate 1968/69 Yo | e

-

- "

19,786
13,800
5,056
1,061
£509,0%0
£2,035

The area of the Urban District remained unchanged at 19,786 acres and the

estimated population increased by 390 to 13,800. Whilst the main forms of

enployment remain much the same as in former years it is noticeabls that some

useful changes are talking place, On the agricultural side mechanical equipment

contines to expard and the allied undertakings associated with the preparation

and packaging of vegetables has increased. In the industrial sphere useful

additions have been established amongst which may be noted concrete pipe making,

bag malding, bed covering materials and metalwork.
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Vital Statistics

Live Birtha
Mumbe r Male 109
Tﬂ‘t‘al - L] L] -
Female 12

Rate per 1,000 population .. e Mo e ik i i
Illegitimate Live Births per cent of total live births
Stllibirths

Yuoter Male 2)

Tﬂta-l - -w LY L)
{Female 3
Bate per 1,000 total live and stillbirths .. .. ws .s

N St111birtha

Kele 111
Tﬂ'tﬂ-l - - . - - w
Famele 124
Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 year)
Male 1
Tﬂt&l K] - & o &
Feoele 3

_ * Infant Mortality Rates

Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births .. v &

Lag-!.tinﬁte infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births ..

Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births

Neo-natal Mortality Rate (decths under 4 wecks par 1,000 total
live births) 1, L E R ot S B Mo IR
Early neo-natal Mortality Bate (deaths under 1 week per 1,000
total live births) g5 B0k La  wi sk Shlssel o
Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under 1 weelk
combined per 1,000 total live and stillbirths) .. .. ..
Maternal Mortality (including abortion)
Fumber of deaths .. e as - . .e . . .
Rete per 1,000 total live and stillbirths .. A S e P

Daath rate par 1,000 population .o o8  es o8 s wx  ws

Ta

230

16,67
5.65

21 .28

235

17.39

17.39

L

13.04

13.04

34.04

WIL

NIL
153.11



Cause o Mele Fomale Total
Syphilis and ita sequelac 1 - 1
¥alignoant neoplasm - siomach 1 1 2
Halignent neoplosn - lung, bronchus 9 1 10
Maligrnent neoplosn - breast - 9 9
Halignent neoplasm — uterus - 1 1
Other malignant neoplasms ete. i5 T 22
Dabetes Mellitus - 1 1
Other endocrine etc. diseases 1 1 2
Anaepdas 1 1 2
Other discases of blood ate. - 1 1
Cther disensea of nervous aysten ote, - 1 1
Chronde rhoumatic heart dicesasa - 1 1
lrpertenasive disease 1 3 4
Izchacnic heart disease 27 19 46
Other forpa of heart discase g 9 18
Cerebhrovazscular disense 15 12 25
Other disesses of zsirculatory systen 1 = 1
Pneumonic 5 6 1"
Bronchitis and eaphysong 1 - 1
Poptic ulcor - 1 1
Intestinal obatriniion and hernia - 4 4
Nephritis and nephrosis - 1 1
Hyperplnsia of prostate 2 - 2
Disenges of misculo skeletnl systen - 1 1
Congenital anomalies 2 2 4
Birth irjury, difficult labour ete. - 1 1
Symptons and ill-defined conditions 5 1 4
All other accidents 1 1 2
Suicide and self-inflicted injuriecs 1 1 2
04 87 181

The following table gives tho percentoge of deaths in the principal age

Under 1 year 2.21

1 = 4 yoears 1.66

5 =14 years 1.11

15 = 64 years 22,09
65 and over 712.93
100,00

Preralence and Control of Infeetiouns Diasensen
The following infectious dissases were notificd during the yoar:=

leasles

Whooping cough
Secarlet fover
DIyaentery

Acute pneunonin
Infective joundice
Tuberculosis

— —
|SE &8 kB

Food Hvgiense
This denanda constant wigilonce ond receives the necessary attantion

throughout the year, Details of wisite and action taken are given later in
the report.

Food Poisoning
No cases of food poisoning were reported during 1968.
Asaistance Ae

One elderly lady wons removed to Clerlson Hospital, Wisbech, during
July and was s8till thereat the end of the year.
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|Factories Act, 1961

ANNUAL REPCRT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
i TN RESPECT OF T™HE YEAR 1968 FOR THE URBAN DISTRICT
COUNCIL OF MARCH IN THE COUNTY OF CAMBRIDGESHIRE
AFD ISIE OF ELY
Prescribed Particulars on the Administration
of the Factories Act, 1961

PART I OF THE ACT

1, INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections made
by Public Health Inspectors)

Tumbar Tumber of
Premises on
Regiater Written|Occupiara
bl notices | prosecuted
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

(i) Factories in which Sections 1,2,
34 and 6 are to be enforced by
Local Authorities

(11) Factories not included in (1) in :
which Section T is enforced by a4 18
the Local Authority

(ii1) Other premises in which Section
T ia enforced hy the Loeal
Authority (excluding out-workers'

premises

46 18

Ceses in which DEFECTS were found
(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or more separate
occasions they should be reckoned as two, three or more “cnaea".]

Number of ceses in which defects were

found Kumber of
Particulars i Referred aamamaeﬁgﬂinzh
Found |Remedied| To H.M. | By HM. | = "o s soa
Inapector Ins?(:actar
(1) @ | 6 4) 5) (6)

Want of cleanlineas (5.1)

Overcrowding (35.2)

Unreasonable temperaturs
(8.3)

Inadequate ventilation =
(3.4)
Ineffective drainage of
floors (S.6)
Sanitary Conveniences(S.7)
Eng Insufficient
b)) Unsuitable or
defoctive
(¢) Wot separate for
BoXes
Other offonces againat
the Act (not including
offences relating to
Out-work )

TOTAL 2 2
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PART ¥ 0 AC

OUTWORE.
(Sections 133 and 134)

lnture of work

(1)

Section 133

Soction 134

Ve. of i

out-workers
in August
liat
required by
Section
133(1)(e) i

(2) !

Ho. of
cageg of
defzult in
sending
lista to
the Council

(3)

Ho. of

Drogec=
tions for
failure

to supply
lists

(4)

Wo. of

ina tances
hf work in
inwhole-

SO
prenises
(5)

servad

(€)

Notices| Pros

"

tiona

(7)

Wearing) Making ate?

1
sERse Cleaning and
wiahing

Household linen

Ioce, loce curtains
and neta

Curtains and
Turniture hangings
Fumiture and
upholatery

Electro-plate
File mlking

Erass and brass
articlesa

Fur pulling

Iron and ateel
cables and chainsg

Iron and stesl
anchors and grapnels

Cart goor

Locka, latches and
keys

Tmbrellns, etc.

Artificial flowers

Kata, other than
wire nets

Tents
Sacks

Racquet and tennis
balls

Paper bags

o/,

e i vl S

!
!
.
==t

I

S e

=t

e A | i M

g S R b S S et Sy o

.
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ZPART VITI OF THE ACT (CONTD.)

OUTWORE
{Sections 133 and 134)

Section 133 | Section 134

Ko. of [No. of |Ho. of [ No. of i |
out-workers |cases of prosecu=- . inatancce |
in Avgust |defanlt in |+tions for ' of work in | Notices|Prosecu- |

liat |gending 1 failure unwholo=— served |tions
required by |lists to | to supply | sone
ISection the Council | lists premiscs
133(1)(c) | - _ L
(2) Ves & TR R Y | (s) (6) (7)
50 '
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THE UREL RCIL OF

Bl i CTIO it

The following are detnils of visits, interviews, inapoctions and re-
inspactions carried out in 1968:-

Public Health Act Fuisances)
Housing Act Disreapair
rlcnmhtim & Cx ] L - - - L] - - m - - LY
Animals or birds ,. o o e e = s RS .4 we -
Ashes esccomoodation e e - . .. - - " e - -
Bakehouses ot i e G S e i i s . s ma
GEEEWD]E . e - am -a aw s @ =a s - w W - -
Flooding. . o ) i oo e HE, o s -t i e .n
Patrol .. - - . s - s - w e ] s e -
Clean Air fAct.. &= s - - Y s - " .- & @ -
Noisa - .. . .. - - .a .e " e . .. -
m’im - - -n - - - - = - . - -8 L - .
Food Hygiena .. - . S - e ’s i ‘e . - =
Food Prap. Promises el i daw

o
i~

. *w - - - - " L

m-:ma‘#

-
R hud o

£

Fish Shops and stalls .. Fi W il i i as . i e
Factories - .8 - .a s .8 “s - s am s am
Genarel Food Precises = -a & & aw = " = e .. "
Joo Creanm FremisoB.. «c oo 4o o8 s+ s  ws s ss 4
Infecticus Diseascs s s - s . -e . e e -
Iﬂfﬂﬂiﬂ‘ﬂﬂ & . o & a & @ & # ] & @ 8 - " EE ]

culd Stﬂ'm - & = LR - L] E L) o - L - -
Market Inspectiona.. i Ei o . i e i e i P
EIJ.MIEEI‘B Tﬂm @ (X & # & W W @ # # @ & & &8 R -
Iﬂlma.ﬂl‘;’ttaﬁ - LE] LK ) E & - LR LE ] LR L) L) LA e
Food Vans wa  as  as  as s s el wm  mal lme we: S
I'ﬁ.].hﬂ-hﬂ[:ﬂ l'I.II:d Bﬂiﬂﬂﬂ - - & - - w FE] o @ #w (N
I'hﬂ.t H‘hﬂrﬁ LE LR L) LR ] - w LR | L] -® LR LR . &
Hiﬂﬁﬁllﬂ.ﬂﬁﬂuﬂ.. L AL - - * L) LR LE ] L L -,
mmmziﬂﬂ . .. . .s .. .a s e .s s . .
Pet Animnlas Act . e e .. e e - e .a .w .
Pig:ﬂeria‘a L LI LR LY - - w - - - - - - - LR -
Pmﬂtl? Pmﬂiﬂﬂﬂ - L] . LR & @ ER (N &8 ER ]
Sindtary accoEBodation . oo aww EE e e e e R
Eh":'}ﬁ det - “ . .e ' e .e ' e e . -
Shmﬁrmﬁﬂ (N @ #® & ' o & W & o -
Tﬁntar vand Mﬂ Erﬂdﬂ o LR LR LR E E - - LN ] -
Tﬂrl:li]:l. "W ] -

amEmQ$B§E=:EH;32

ani

Hats and mice {im:l.’l.ﬂ.iﬂﬂ EGWE‘TE} ' e . ' . e e '
w&ter suppliﬂ LR L N L N aw [ ] & @ w F L N ] * 8 * ¥ L R

s’h‘im‘nﬁ Pﬂﬂ1t¢ - - - . & CR] L) - P - - W
Ecmp Hﬂ‘tﬂl LR L L L Ll - LR - - m. L] - -

|§‘ aNadRLBasa

The following tables show defects found and remedied during the year
action under the various dcta,

g

Defects found Defocts repedied
Ac Dra

Daefective sanitary aceormodation
Blocked drains

Ovarflowing cesspool

Anfestations

Rats and nice {im:luding; visits by Rodent 89 89
r

Operato
ints ete. 8

WM WA
W = W

glo

c/fwd, 109




Defects found Defects ronediod

B irnsaanonst B/fwd. 109 109
Defective sanitary cocommodation 2 2
Housing Defects
Defective window 2 2

4 walls o 4
" roofs [ 5
i floor 4 3
" Eﬂ*‘kﬂr 3 3
" ceiling 2 2
L fireplace 1 1

Foed Hygiene
Sooking in food prenisea 1 1
Clothing accommodation 1 1
Cleanlinoss 3 3
Mobile Vans 3 3
Stalls 1 i
Aecumalations B T
Roise Abotement Act 1 1
151 148

(23] ing 19658
Served during Complied with
1968 1/12/68
Public Health and Housing Acta  Verbal 54 32
. ILotter 5 9
Prevention of Danage by Fests Vertal B9 89
Act, 1949

Food Hygiene Regulations, 1960 Verbal 6 5
Factories fot, 1961 Verbal 2 2
Stalls epd Vens Verbal 2 2
Lattar 1 1
Roise Abatesent Aot Verbal 1 i
140 137

Boilwoy Frae g fot, 196

Under the above dct 196 premises are registered and 58 insyections were
made during the year. The following were provided or remedied during 1968:

Handroil 1
Hot water 5
Decoration 3
Banting 1
Clothing accommodation 1

9.



HOUSING

It is interesting to note that during 1968 the Council mde 2 Demolition
Orders and 2 Closing Orders. 12 housca were actually demolished which ineluded
some frono Demolition Orders made during 1967. 3 families were rehoused by the
Council and one fanily rehoused themselves,

-

Fo epplications for Certificotes of Disrepair were received ﬂﬁr!.ng 1953.

DRAIFAGE

Consultants have been employed and have commenced survey work on aress not
yet Sovored. Their report is awaited with interest.

Wi PLIES
The following is the informntion requested by the Ministry:- it D00

(a) whether the water supply of the area and of its severzl parts has been
satisfactory in quality and in quantity; kI

Yes.

(b) where there is o piped supply, whether bacteriological examinations wers
made of the raw water and where treatment is instnlled, of the water going
into supply; if so, how nany and the results obtained; and the results of
eny chenical analyses; information on the fluoride content of the various
supplies should be included wherever possible;

The following is the report of the Chemist and Bacteriologist of the
Wisbech and District Water Board:-

"Frequont bacteriological ozaminations have been undertaken during 1968
on sanples from the Board's source-works and the distritution system in this
area. The resulits have been of a2 very high standard. Many chemical analyses
have also been carried out.

All new mains were sterilised, samples taken and bacteriological examing
tions mde before the mains wore put into service. No comnections wers permi
until the water in the pains wos of the highest stondard of purity. o

A sanple taken on the 31st Docenber, 1968, from the 18" pain at Marhen
Pumping Station (Marham rmixed treated water) on which a fluoride estimtion
was cerried out, had a fluoride centent of 0.02 parts per million (as F).

Thers wara no cases of contominetion of the water gupply in Moreh Urban
Ddptrict during 1968. i

BACTERIOLOGTICAL SAMPLES TAKEN IN THE MARCH UHBAN DISTRICT

Total Tosta No. of Tests of Taes
Joken Yegative Positive

54 54 kg

(¢) whore the waters are liable to have plumbo-solvent action, the facts as to
contanination by lead, including the precautions taken and the number and
result of analyses;

The water is hard and has no plunbo-solvent action.

(d) the action taken in respect of any form of contamination;

There has been no evidence of contamination during the year.

Jle)
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WATER SUPPLIES (CONTD.)
{9:' the nmumber of dwelling houses and the number of the population supplied from

- public water nmains (i) direct to the houses, and {ii by oeans of stand-pipes.
{i; direct to houses - 5656
(ii) by means of stand-pipes - 1.0%

Ui C OL OF DEVELOPMENT ACT, 1960

| Therse iea ome licenaed aite in the area for nine coaravans and a further five
licences are operative in respect of seven caravans.

SWIMHING FOOL

A naw open air hoated swimming pool (110' x 42') was opened in May, 1965 and
in addition to the daily checks carried cut by the staff 17 sanples were tnken and
gsubmitted to the Public Health Inboratory at Canbridge. Two were not satisfactory
but follow up sanples proved satisfactory. The water is chlorinnted there being
a 8ix hour turnover.

Tnere are three schools with awionming pools and three sanples at monthly
intervals were taken fron each achool, all sanples being satisfactory.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

At present two premises are registered under the above lAct and these are
subject to inspection by the R.5.F.C.A. and myself.

CIEAN AIR ACT, 1956
During 1968 two applications were approved under the chove Act.
RATS AWD MICE

The refuse dunps are treated monthly and the sewers are dealt with anmually.
Infeatation in the sewers is alpnost negligible.

Following the retirement of the Council's Rodent Operator, a private
Contractor is now employed to denl with infestation generally. A froe service is
 glven when infestation ccocurs in private dwellings and shops.
W TT0 ACT, 1928 1

Under the above Acta 55 licences were issued for the storage of Fetrcleum
Spirit and 1 for the storage of Coloiun Carbide.

MEAT AD FOOD INSPRCTION
8 ta a 1

Two slaughterhouses were licensed during 1968 and the number of animals killed
during the year at the two slzughterhouses is as follows:-

2 cowa, 1 colf, 412 other bovinea, 653 sheep, 3108 plgs and 19 goatsgiving
a total of 4195,

In order to inspect these animals a total of 642 viaits was required to the two
8laughterhouses.

Fifteen sloughtermen's licencos were issued during 1968.
Condemnations include the following whole carcnses:=-
75 pige and 1 sheep - total 76 which, together with o gquantity of offal

and parts of carcases trings the total weight of peat and offal condeoned
up 0 4 tonas 14 ewis. 3 qris. 26 lba,

11.




Carcases Inapactod and Condemned

from 18t Ja i

68 +

15t Decen

1968

Cattle
Excluding |

Cowa

Calves

Sheap

Lanha

Horses

Hunmbar killed

412

653

3108

Munber inspected

w2

653

Mnoa

All disecses excaept

ZIubgrculonis

Whole carcases
cond conad

Corcases of which
sope part of organ
wns condonnod

Parcontage of the
nuober inepected
affected with
dissases other than
Tuberculoais

-

5

43

3

10.4

50.0

0.15

3,04

Tubsreulosis Omnly

Whole carcases
cond cmned

Carcases of which soms
part or organ was
cond enned

Parcontage of the
nunber inspected
affected with
Tubarculosis

14

0.45

Cysticercosis

Corcoses of which soma
part or orgnn was
cond enned

Carcasea subnitted to
treatment by
refrigeration

Gonerclised and
totelly condomned

12,
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Food Hygieno

The Minister requests that reports of previous years should be amplified
to include the following information:-

[1] the mmber, if awilnhie, of food premises in the aren by type of

busineas:
Green grocery 3
Grocory 29
Butchara 16
Fish shopa 11
Bakohouses 5
_Conflectionery 18
Cafes and restaurants 6

Ice crenm oanufacturer

In addition, there are some 41 licensed premises including clubs.

(2) the muober of food premises by type registered under Section 16 of the
Food and Drugs Act, or under Local lets:-

Premises registared for the sele of ice crenn 34

Premises rogistered for the preparation of nent pies and 17
sausagos

Prepises registered for the scle of fish and chips 11

(3) the mumber of inspections of registercd food premises with infomntive
comment as mecessary:-

{Inspections of registersd food prenmises and other food shops
gencrally i::i.mluding ﬂhﬂ{ﬂltﬂl‘hﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ} are shown on page E.:!

(4) any new educational sctivity and the progress of nstablished edueational
activity:=

New posters are regularly exhibited relnting to food hygiens
end other mattors.

(5) the nethods of disposal of condennod food:-

Where condermntion certificotos are issusd for tinned food etc.
the food is collected and disposed of by the Council. Condeoned
neat at the alaughterhouses is collected by Controctors ond
processed.

(6) where special exaninntion of a stock or of a consignment of food has been
necessary, the total quantity condemmed:-

Two large quantities of frozen food were condemned following
breckdown in two shop refrigerantors.

(7) reference to the Ice Crean (Fent Treatrent) Regulations, 1947 = 1952:=

11 sanples of ice crean were token during the year and submitted
to the Public Hoalth Leboratory Service, Canmbridge. 411 11
sanples were classified Grade I.

At the end of the year 34 shops were registercd for the sale
of ice crean, Thore i3 omo mapufacturer in the ares.

(8) reforence to the Food Hygiene Regulations, 1960:-

130 wisits and roe-visits were made to food premises during 1958
for conpliance with the above Regulations, In addition 642
visits were pnid to the loccl slaughterhouses.

/(9)
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Food ane {Ecmtd-}
(9) details of food premises subject to the Regulations:-

(1) Mumber of prenises 125

(ii) Number of prenises fitted to comply with 125
Regulation 16 (wosh-bosin)

(iii) Wucber of premises to which Regulation 19 125

applies (sinks) e
(iv) Number of premises fitted to comply with 125 :
Regulation 19
od Markets, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles 1

The above Regulations which becape operative on the 1st Jamuary, 1967
lay down requirenments as to food hygiene in respect of markets, stolls and
delivery wvchicles, In this respect regular visits are pid to the stalls on
the mrket and ten nmobile vons were imspected. Where contraventions on
mobile vans are found tho van owner ds inforred and also the Fublic Haalth
Department in whose area the van is stationed and this sypton appears to
work very well in practice.

FPOULIRY

There is ono smnll poultry processing business where cooplate eviacera
takes ploce and regular visits are paid to the premises although slaughtering
only tokes place very occasionally, soome 130 birds being dealt with in 12 |
Weekly visits are peid to the loenl parket where poultry carcases are sold,
carcases in this case having been 'plucked' but not eviscerated. A joint wis
is paid with an imspector from the Food ard Druge duthority to the local -
poultry sales when fiwe poultry carcases and two turkey carcoses were taken
of sale.

In conclusion I should like to take the opportunity of thanking the
Membara of the Council and oy colleagues on the S3taff for their helpful
co-operation, and particularly Mr, Littler, the Clerk of the Council, for his
valunble advice apd assistonce.

I apn, Mr, Chairoan, Lodies ond Gentlemen,
Tour obedient Servont,
H. BIRTON,

Publie Health Inspector.

1st September, 1969.









