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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR 1044
BY
MAJOR M. J. QUIRKE, M.B., Ch:B., D.P.H., I.M.3. (retd.)

To:=
The Chairman and Members of the Urban District Council.
SIR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
1 have the honour to present a second brief Annual Report.
Having in the first place assumed the duties of my 0ffice
as a temporary war-time expedient and, for mutual conveniancs,
the Appointment having been made subject tc termination without
notlee by either party, it is a 1ittle suprising to find that

after more than two and a helf years I am still trying to
"keep the flag flying".

My thanks are due to the Council and to the Publie Health
Committes for their unfailing courtesy and forbearance, to ths
Council's 8%taff for their loval co-operation and to the Medical
Practitioners of Malvern for their helpful attitude.

The Sanitary Inspsctor, Mr, Whitwham, has been far too
busy with many extra duties to admit of his being able to furnish
the "Statement of Work" which should normally adorn this Repa t.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
M. J. QUIRKE.

Acting Medical Officer of Health.

8th October, 1945,






Bection A. Statiatics and Soclal Conditions of ths Arsa.

Argg = Land and Inland water - 7,672 acres.
Registrar-General's estimate of Resident Population: 3%,810.

Humber of inhabited houses (end of 1944) according to HRate
Books: 5,700.

Rateable valua: £154,230 (1lst April). Sum represented by a
penny reate: £600 to nearest pound.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Live Births: legitimate: Total 314. Males 173. Females 141.
Illegitimate: Total 26, Males 18. Famalesz 8.

Birth rete per 1,000 of the resident population: 11.23.
Tha rate for England and Wales was 17.8.

Still-births: Total 7. Malea 4 (legitimate). P
{legitimase ). “Rate psr 1,000 total (live and still
E’C"l 5‘8‘-

emelas 3
)} births:

Daaths: Total 281. Hales 122. PFomalass 159.

—_—————— —

Death rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident populaticn:
135.06s The rate for England and Yiales was 1l.6.

As no comparablility fastor is avallable it is impossible to
corract these Tigures according to the age and sex dlstribution
of this area as compared with that of England and Vialea.

Deaths from Pusrperal 3epsis: 1. Rate per 1,000 total
births 2.94.

Deaths from Cancer at all ages: 42.

Deatha of Infants under one year: Total 23. MNaoles 15.
Fomales 8.

Rates: All infants per 1,000 1ive births 5T.6. The rate
for England and Wales was 46.0. Iegitimate infants per 1,000
legitimate 1live births Td.2. Illegitimate infants per 1,000
1llegttimate live births NIL.

Deaths in this group were mainly due to prematurity and
Eroncho=-pinoumonia.

AMAARXR

Soction B.

ataff: No important change occurred sxcept that Mpr. Franis,
thae Assistent Sanitary Inspector left towards the end of the year.
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Saction C. Sanitary Cirecumstances of the Area.

1. WATER: Vater supply., drainage and sewerage are under
the control of the Council's Surveyor and Water Engineer. It
had not been the custom to submit copies of the results of
water analyses to my Department but at my request these are now
furnished regularly.

I am indebted to Mr. C. O. Judson, the Council's Surveyor
and Water Engineer for the information that follows:=

(1) as The guality of the water supplied was satisfactory.
bs As regards quantity, care had to be taken during the Summer
and Autumn owing to the greatly increased demands for military
and other Government purposes. The quentity supplied was squal
to about 2.3 times the normal pre=-war requiremonts.

(i1, #r. Judson has furnished me with copies of chemical
analyses and bacterioclogical examinations of the Town's water
Supply. On thsse I comment as follows:~

Generally speaking, as supplied after treatment, it 1s
practically sterile and contains from noneé to 0.03 parts per
million of available chlorine.

Untreated samples of water from the British Camp Reservolr
taken in the 3Summer show very few bacteria, though the figure
for Album oid Ammonia is liable to bz rather high. Aftar
snpow and hoavy rain the number of organisms is liable to show
an increase beyond desirable limits.

The results of two examinations are appended at the end
of this Report.

(1i1) As upland surface water is only supplied when mixed
wi*h wator from deep borings, plumbo-solvency doss not present
any problem.

(iv) Proportion of population and of houses supplied
(a) direct to housss (b) by stand pipes = the Water Enginecr
is unable to furnish me with this information and owing to
ahortage of 5taff cannot carry ocut a survey at present.

2+ SWIMMING POOL: A high standard of purification has been
maintained.

5. ERADICATION OF BED BUGS: I am informed that six houses
in the dlistrict were disinfested.

4., 3CHOOL3: Malvern Link Council 3chool was granted &
Qartificate of Low Attendesnce for the woek ended 15th Decembar,
owing to Measles amongst the scholars,

SOOI

Saction D. Housing.

Some Lad cascas of overcrowding havso bgen brought to my
notica.

Owing to lack of alternative accommodation and the interdiect
on new building it has been impossible for the Council to take
prompt action although there is every desire to do everything
possible in the way of relief.

Routine inspection is interrupted but I understand that full
informetion is on record.

HARKARK






Section E. Inspoction and Supcrvision of Food.

Insofar as this is o function of the District Council tho
dutios arc carricd out by the sanitary Inspector.

AXXEEXK

Ssction F. Provelanco of and control ovor Infoctious and othop
Uiﬂﬂﬂsﬂ&;

Table 111 is apponded.

DIPETHERIA IMMUNIZATION: A total of 170 children under
five years and 107 firom five to fifteen roceived the full coursc
of treatment. Cut of theso only 25 under fivo yoars and 14
Srom five to fiftesr aro known to have recoivad troatment from
General Practitionors, tho rost were immunized at monthly elinics
which I held at the Council Housa,

The figura of 170 infants reprosonts D642 por cent of tho
attributablo births during the provious yoor (1943),

It 1s not possiblo to obtain full information regarding
the numbers troataed privatoly.

Tho oxsisting arrangoment may be rogardod as of a temporary
naturo and will nced to bo amplifiocd if end when normal conditions
bacome ro-cstablishaod.

TUBERCULO3IS. Table 1V appended shows the total number of
new ceases and of deaths.

A% tho end of the year 100 cascs remained on the Registor
56 being fomales. Pulmonary cases numbercd 79 and of theso
43 wore femalcs.

The ineidenco rate of all forms for the District was 1.1
per 1,000 inhabitants end the death rato was 0.65 per 1,000.

KEXXXXX






COPY.

COUNTY LABOCRATORY,

Hs E. Hﬂﬂk, BeBCay Fol Gy COUNTY BUILDIMNGS,
County Analyst and Bacteriologist,
TEL 3400. WORCGCESTZER.,

REFURT

-

Upon a sample of.. pi5etfd..svussewater contained in. s Obe, Pekt285,.....

Maried.. lptreated wvater from British Ca

O B B -I!El-ilivl-l-i-l-illvlrn.j#p.n]jplm|..-.-q-l-l|-q

Received from. E!F: a-c;.a- I:.}: GJF'E!?:ET.L’- ;:1;“:1:9.}'?5 s Dfi'l:hcﬂl F?L};:}P;'L_} I!Eﬂff??- 'I_-}.ﬁ,}:rla‘::ﬂ:‘ R

I hfrahf ﬁerﬁffy that I have examined the above zample.fiemispllv 214....
Jactoriologically . ......with the following results:-
Fhysi¢al Characters. Clear

Odour None
Deposit vary slight browm paHs Ta.9

Chemical Examination. (Results expressed in parts per 100,000)
Solids In suspension (Dried at 1000C) ,,. L .« +3light trace

S0lids in solution (Dried at 1000C) .., Rl

i iL . After ignition .., RS i |y
Chlorides as calculated as common salt . T ca. C4%
Hardneas Permenfant i - i e . b

= TB]HPQI'E—I‘}' LRI LU LR LR L " ww 6

= Tﬂtal..' LI 8w LR L] i+ #® t--li-
Free and 3aline Ammonia - Ce e P oo De003
ﬁlbuminﬂid fﬂﬁmﬂnia LRI LR L L e w IR ‘:'-UE'E.
Nitric HitPUEEn L] " Ee .we e T B ||.|:'-.":'E.‘-E'
Hitrﬂus Hitfﬂgﬂﬂca o N CRCR o 'R . --::"-'r'u
Oxygen absorbod in 4 hours at 879C.. ... ... son 0s07
Toie HMetels e e e e v o "o se s Hone detected.

Note to convert the above parts per 100,000 to grains per gallon

Bactarieplogical Examination.
flumber of coclonlies developing upon Ager

{a) in two days at 37oQ, S s 4 per 1 m.l.

(b) in three days at 229 ,,. 90 per 1 m.l.
Coli-Aerogenes (Presumptive coli) count ,. 3 per 100 m.l. &
EtI"EptDG DGE‘-i 9 " *® @ # & 8 L) B E ow _&:JEE‘TIt

¥ lon Faecal type.

OPINION:=-
The sample is fit for drinking.

(signed) H. E. MONK.
County Analyst and Bacterioclogist.
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COFY.

C O NTY L AB
H-l- E- Hﬂnk, E-SE:, F-I-E-,
County Analyst and Bacterioclogist. C OUNT ¥

Tel. 3400. WOR

ORATORY,

BUILDIUNGS,

CESTER.

s

Upon a semple of..M3P.......Watsr contained in, W=

Harked. The Couneil House i."-'rf:y":cf'i“

LANLIRL LB B R R NI T LR L L e R N R N I N N

;'t\ -li- B.Qz.m bﬂtﬂﬂh LR

ll‘lil..-ll'l‘l-'.!!iilili

Received framhﬁﬂ.ﬁnJh-$~$¢nréwI”an---of-Tmhﬂ:umﬂi.mumn,aalrann“......

cal

chemically

ﬁaﬁﬁﬂﬁEﬂu;art Iy that T have examined the above BAMDLO « 2655 a s s e ansine

CR R tlilﬁrlll-llll'tli-"n'li.-:':.'-l t]"-ﬂ i'n.].lc-"'-’il'ﬂ_; I‘Eﬁ-ultﬂ-

Physical Characterss clear,

e

dour Hono.

=

Deposit Hona. PH 7.4,

Chemical Examination. ({Res 1ts exppessed in
oclids in suspensicil (Dried at 1007C) ess
Solids in solution (Dried at 1009C) s

L L o Aftan ig!"ltl{ﬁﬂ ]
Chlorides as calculatod os comon S2lt =«

Hardness Permenent:.s - G ainii Eiaty
4 TEempOrary .. ia S lins
“ T-Dta.l-- ® P& D LI ] L

Pres and Saline Ammonia. son "o ons
Albuminoid Ammenia s Eats L U
Hitric Nitrogen... “ue .
Hitrous Hitrogen-:. L e
Oxygen absorbed iz 4 hours ot 279.. e
Toxic Metals . T -

3 & - o

L LR R -

L oA . LB
Free Chlorina on receipt

Note to convert the abecve paris per 190,000
T MELVIPly by 0.7,

Bacteriological Exomination.
Humber of colonies developiig upon Agar
(a) 1n two dayas at 3700 ...  .ue  ees
{b) in thrse days at 22oc.. vae e
Coli-Aerogenes (FPresuaptive coli) count ...
otreptococei.. i A iie SR Aials

OPINIOH: =

The sample is Tit for drinking.

(signed) H. E.

parts per 100,000)
. Hong

L I’aT

LI Y 25

L T
L ) 15
T
»es  0.0008

L ] ﬂiﬁﬂt}ﬁ
ses IrBCO

s+ s Hono

a s NOTB

sss  lone detoctad

- W 'I:I-CIIJ3

td grains per.gdallon

*s e il poar one m.l.
"R 1 DEr ong M.l.

=s= il per 100 m.l
o ﬁbnugt i

MONK.

County Analyst and Bacteriologist.






TABLE 1.

VITAL STATISTICS OF DISTRICT DURING THE PAST FIVE YEARS.

1940 1941 1ode 1945 1944
Eidﬁyﬁﬂrly pﬂpulﬂtiﬂﬂnnnnn-ill;ﬁgﬂ ED;?GD EG,QEG El,ﬁlg El,ﬁlﬂ
Births attributable to tho
diﬂtrictijqnqll-uirq-il-l---uitll- Elc' E‘;E 2’?1 EGE 540
Rato per 1,000 of the
populobioflesesssssanannrennn 11.2 11.€ 12.5 13.8° 15.8
ooaths registered in the
Glatricbesssasrvsasnsrsnancas 248 305 245 235 247
Transforable deaths:
(1) Non-residonts reglsteracd
‘n the districhissssessvasss a0 o3 20 15 og
{11) Residents not registercd
in the diﬁtri¢t01:----=i+-+ii 75 Bl a1=] Tl 55
Doaths attributablo to the
District:
(1) Under 1 year of 8gGss-=ve 12 14 11 10 23
Hﬂtﬂ PGT I,DGG hirth51|#it'|l 5?!1 5?15 4&-1 55-1 ET.E
{(11) At all BE0Scasssarsrassye 295 305 292 291 28l
Rete per 1,000 of the populationzl.0 14,6 15.9 15.4 13.0
EXKEKALK
TABIE 11.
OAUSES OF DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1944.
Nlassification Dissase Ho. of deaths
6 Tuberculosis of the respiratory system... B
bl Other forms of tubcrculosis.. Frer wine B
o Influanz&-. awnn S o ow " ww saw &
13=186 Cancer .o aaw @ 8 e g 4z
1% DiobotEsess v e a saw ew 1
18 Intra-Cranial Vascular Lesions ... ot 43
lg Heart DiseBs3g sas TR e .- wa e Y
20 Other circulatory discoses... aee - 16
21 Bronchitis. s w . T P s 10
28 Fneumonis.. 'R - " a e 'R e (3]
23 Other respiratory discascs... e Fa) o]
24 S3tomach or duodenal Q1lCEI' ««» e e aww 6
25 Diarrhosse under tWo yoars ... ey 1
28 Eppeﬂdiﬂitis o e w W a @ wa e &
a7 Other digestive discases eas e ses i
28 Eﬂphritiﬁnn s e w i aw w8 w e o
e Phﬂrpﬁrﬂl Sﬂpﬂiﬂi . " e e w aan 1
5 Fromatura birth. . . ww . e - ww 12
52 Birth injurias, nalfirmauinns, infantile
discasaes. ]
ot SUiCidG e v e s . #aw aw s 2
54 Road traffic aaciuents. P soa o 1
=5 Other wiolent CAUSO8..+s aue s isa 7
36 A1l othesr CaUBEQRS.. . R " wa - @@ 1?

HEXEXX






R

TABLE 111.
NOTIFICATION OF INFECTLOUS DISEASE 1944.
Disease At 8ll 0 =5 6 = 15 16 = 25
agas & Oovar.
Sgarlet Fever 95 23 50 22
Diphtherlia 8 1 1 &
Whooping Cough 75 37 29 9
L no DE 5 5 8
16 = 45 45 & over.
Pneumonia 49 10 6 i [ PR
Cerebro-3pinal
Fever 10 2 3 4 1
Erysipelas 15 0 0 2 13
TOTALS 341 9@ 144 45 21 32
XXXKEX
TUBERCULOSIS
AGE PERIODS NEW CASES DEATHS
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonery Pulmonary Hon-Pulmonary
M F M _F M F M F
-1 et 1 - P 1 =
1=5 1 - - 2 1 - L
5 -15 1 = - - = - -— -
15=-25 1 B - 2 - 1 Sl |
25-35 1 - - - - = - -
35=-45 2 - - 1 I = I |
45=50 £ 1 Th 2 3 = - o=
55=-65 ~ 2 - - - 2 - -
65 & upwards - - - - - = = -
TOTALS Lk 10 &5 i x5 3 1 5 %

X The Registrar-General attributes a total of 14 desaths to the
District and the rate has besn worked out on this figure.

IR KK






