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BOROUGH OF  MALDON,

— -_— e e ey e e e

To the Mayor, the Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough o Maldon.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies & Gentlemen,

I have the honour to presont
my Annual Report on the Health and Sanitary Circumstances
of the Borough for the year 1948, in the Tform prescribed by
the Minister of Health.

VITAL STATISTICS. The Birth and Death Rates per 1,000 of
The population are given below:

1948, 1947, 1946, 1945, 194,
Birth Rate: 16.8 Pl T 19. 6 B 19.6
Death Rate: 2.6 12.6 12.8 7 [T A0

It has not been possible for the Registirar General
to give a "Comparabiliiy Factor" to enable comparison to be
made between local death rates.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES,

1948, 1947, 1946. 194L.5. 1941y,
Notifications 355 200 227 ngin 166

Deaths from 5 5 5 1 3

There is nothing here ol imporiance to which to draw
your atteniion. The total notifications were 355. kicasles,
Whooping Cough and Chickenpox accounted for 311 of these.
Only 2 cases of Scarlet Fever were notificd.

IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPHTHERIA.

This continues to be satisfactory though '"re-inforce-
ment" rfigures at age 5 could be much improved.

Many Parents are anxious to include immunisation
against Whooping Cough in the A.P.T. (Diphth¢ria) Immunisation
and some local practitioners give. this. Official countenamn:
has, however, so far becn withheld on the ground that medical
opinion is divided as to its efficacy.
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NATIONAT, HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 19L6.

With the exceptions of the Ambulance Service, the
local Nursing Associations and the Heybridge Isolation
Hospital, this Act has had but few impacis upon the Borcugh
Health Services. Such exceptions are dealt with briefly
later in this Report.

VENEREAT, DISEASES.

There has not been any increase in the nurber of
cases ol venereal disease coming to the notico of the local
medical practitioners.

HOUSING..

Housing conditions are summerised on nage 14 of the
Report.

This Bﬂbjuct is dealt with exiiensively in the
Sanitary Inspector's Report, and I agree entirely with his
conclusions. I am strongly of opinion That the overriding
Priority should be that of the re-housing of the persons
living in houses upon which Demolition Orders have beon
placed by your Authority and approved by the Ministry of
Health, subject only to review in the light of special cases
necessary for health reasons,

The following figures are of interest:
No. of QOccupied Houﬂaa undﬁw Demolition Order ... 19

No. of Ftv*liéq roroused fifom thése ‘houses D
No. of New Iat 8. diplng the yean = e B e
gmxcludlng Transfers)

It is surely obvious that Demolition Orders are
placed upon those houses which the Council considor the most
insanltary and incapable of repair at reasonable cosv,

In default of the general survey of property in the
Borough, suggestied by myself and rejected by the Council,
which I suggest would have given an over-all picture of our
needs, we have no other course than to accept the view that
these houses, already declared unfit, are the worst in the
Borough.

It is obvious that their condition grows steadily
worse,. and the faet that your Council fails to re-house
these people gives little encouragement to my Deparitment to
report further properties, almost equally bad, for demolitim.
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MARINE LAKE,

The condition of the water has given me a good deal
of anxiety in view of varying reports as to its purity,
nons of which, howsver,wlisd for extrome action,

CONSERVANCY AND WATER SUPPLIES,

-

Thesa are dealt with later in the Report.

Camping Grounds are dealt with in the Sanitary
Inspector-s Report.

PREVENTION OF FOOD FOISONING.

Regular inspection of bakcehouses, food distrivutors:
shops ete. is carriced out and good heclth propaganda coy-riad
On. The subject is full of diffieulties, anc the onijr
satisfactory solution seems To be on an educational basia.
Further Governmental legislation ¢r advice is expectod in
the nsar Iuviure,

BOROUGH SENVERAGE,

The twin problems of borough sewerage and
cleansing of the fivsr are perhaps,oqually, with housing,
the most urgent matiers before your Council, and I should
be most happy to sse some start made in this matter. Time
neither improves thns present imperfecilions nor the ultimate
cost,

S W e W e

I wizh to ©thank the Council for the heip given to

me during the year and to acknowledge the assistanece givoen
t0 me by the officerz of your Council. I wish %o acknowledgs
the asslisiaonce of ir. F.A. Irving, tho Sanitary Inspector,
in the preparation of this Report.

I 51!:1;
Your obedient Servant,

J. LESLIE R. PHILIP,

Acting Medical Officer of Health.
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Acting Medical Officer of Health

For tha Year 1948,

Statistics and Social Conditions of the Arca,.

Area: Land (acres) as extended 1st April, 1934.....5946
Inlﬂnﬂ Tﬂtbrlq-..---¢p--p;.t------cci--p-c-o- 3
Tldﬂl WHE@P----.--'.a-----o---q-------------- 120
FDPGEhDPEIIIlDIiFIIililltliiifll!!llillilllll 566

TDt‘Ltl.ii'lllillllil-EGJ‘I'_rj

———

Population (Census 1931, Original Borough)eecssceesss 6559
R.G. Bstimate, 1948 - Extended Borough....9570

Number of Inhabited houses (End of 1948)ecceveceresss 2886

Rﬁtﬁﬂbla vﬂlualill.i-l-Il‘"ll‘IIlfli!!Filll-l"-""'£55?fju5
Sum represented by a Panny Rato,scscsssscsvsavcacses £215

Social Conditions: The Chief Industries of the town are
engineering, timber yards and flour milling.
There is also a small amount of fishing
and some agriculture.

Extracts from Vital Statistics of the Year.

Total. Males. Females.

Legitimate 153 ?9 74 )Birth rate per 1,000
Births (Illegitinoie & 2 )of estimated resident
Total 161 8& 77 )population... 16.8.
Still Legitimate 1 1 - )JRate per 1,000 total
Births (Illegitimte 1 1 - Dll‘i—hu wau and still)
TDtﬂl 2 2 7 s w
Deaths 121 n 57 Death Rate per 1,000

of cstimoted residont
population... 12.6.
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Death Rate of Infanits under one year of age:-

Number of Deaths under ono yoar of QgG...... sses
st r e por 1,000 Tive birthe..lessenevonens
Logitimate Infants por 1,000 legitimate
live births,...
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate
live birtha....

Deaths Classified by Axe.

3
18.6

12.4
There was one
death of an
egitimie
inford under the
gge of ane jean

Aga, » Nunber in | Outward Inward No. which gmily
distriet. transfers. transfers. | to diestsict.
Under 1 year 2 1 2 3
1 and under 2 = X i »
St 12 b - ~ = =
5. gl O o~ = = o
{ i AR = = 2 -
2554 ] &) 1 2 L
Zh . 45 3 - 3 6
3 i) 6 L 6
i " 65 9 5 11
6h et T Lb 16 6 32
75 and upwards 76 32 9 L
TOTALS 13 57 53 119 *

X This i8 2 less than in R.G's Returns.
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Deaths Classified by Cause and Sex.

Cause of Death. Males. Females. Total.
Tuberculosis (Pulmonary) ... cos 1 1 o
Cancer of Buc: cav: & oesoph(li);uterus(F) 1 2 i
Cancer of Stomach & Duodenum ke 1 5 1
Cancer of all other sites ... . 7 1 &
Intracranial vaccular lesions i 6 14 20
Heart Diseaseé ... ataie g ik 26 25 a5
Other discases of circulatory system 3 1 L
BPDnﬂhitiE o s 'R e W N i 1 1
Pneumonia e e e whs 1y 1 5
Other Respiratory Diseases ... o utn 1 - i
Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum “as 1 - 1
Other digestive diseanses .., rale - 2 2
Hfﬂphritls o ane v ou ] ‘1 1 =
Congenital Malformations, birth

injurlies or ilnfantile discaBesS ... - 2 2
SHPlllli 131(.‘.- DiEEﬂSG - s 0 " e e ] 'i‘ - 1
RDﬂﬂ Trﬂrfiﬂ i“;ﬂcidﬂntl w $ 0@ ¥ s 1 o 1
Othor violent causes ... <t i 2 1 5
A1l other causes e aiw ey 6 2 5

Totals g Lt i an 57 124

General Provision of Health Services for the Aren,

(1) Ambulance Facilities. Since July 5th, 1948, Ambulance
Services have been the responsibility of the County
Council. This service includes the provision of "sititing
cage" cars, which has proved a boon and which has been
much in demand.

It can be said that the new Ambulance Service now
provides amply for the needs of the local people.

(i1) BHospitals.

(a) Infectious Diseases. Cases of infectious disease
have been received and treated in the Isolation
Hospital at Heybridge, Maldon, by arrangement with
the lialdon Joint Hospital Board. As from 5th July,
1948, the responsibility for this Hospital has been
transferred to the North Eastern Metrcopolltan Hospitel
Board, whose powers of management are delegated to
the Chelmsford Hospital Management Committec upon
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which the Borough Council is only indirectly
represented. Some beds have been reserved for
convalescont and chronic non-inflectious cases
requiring skilled nursing, It is probable that
eventually all infectious cases from this area
will be admitted tc the Infecticus Diseases
Hospital at Chelmsford.

(b) Smallpox. Arrangements have been made with ths

County Council for the treatment of patients
suffering from smallpoX.

(1ii) Tuberculosis. The County Council provide a number ol
sanatoria throughout the County. The Tuberculosis
Dispensary at Maldon is situated in the Combined T -
ment Centre in Wantz Chase, Maldon, where sessionc aro
held on the second and fourth Thursdays in cach moniin
at 10.0 a.m.

(iv) Maternity and Child Welfare. The County Council is the
responsible authority Lor these services and full uce
can be made of the facilities offered through the Cowunty
Scheme. Adequate provision for hospital treatment and
specialiste' services are similarly availablo where
necessary.

Various clinics in the above connection are
provided at the Combined Treatment Centre, Waniz Chase,
Maldon, where sessitns are held as follows:-

Womens Walfare 18t Monday in each month
at 2.0 p.m,

£hild Welfare Clinie Fridays at 2.0 p.l.

Ante Natal Clinic 18t & 3rd Tuesdays at
9.50 a,.m.

Minor Ailments Clinic Mondeys, Woednesdays and
Fridays at 10.0 a.n,

Dental Clinic By appointment.
Orthopaedic Clinic When necessary.
Speech Therapy By appointment.

Diphtheria Immunismion 3rd Friday in cach month
at 10.0 a.m., Wantz Road
Clinic.

2nd Tuesday in each month
at 3.0 p.m., Heybridge
Clinic.
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(v)

(vi)

(vii)

{viii)

R
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The County Council took over the functions of the
Maldon and Heybridge Nursing Associations on 5th July, 19u8é.
These Associations have funcitioned for many years, and the
Borough owes its gratitude to its many citizens who have,
from time to time, given voluntary service to the great
advantage of the community.

There is one private nursing home in the town, which ie
registered by the Essex County Council.

School Children. The County Council is the Education
Authority for both secondary and elementary schools in the
Borough. Minor ailments, Orthopaedic, After-Treatment,
Dental and Eye¢ Clinics for school children are arranged
by the County Council at the Combined Treatment Centre,
Wantz Chase, Maldon.

Vensreal Diseasess. Pacilities exist for diagnosis and
treatment in Chelmsford, Colchester and Southend.

Physio-therapy. There are itwo physio-therapists 1n the

Borough who arcv registered by the Essex County Councill, as
follows: -

Mrs. J.W. Bentall, "The Bowor'", London Road, kaldon;

Chiropody. There is one chiropodist in the town who is

ropgistered by the Essex Ccunty Couneil, as follows:-—

Misa Dorothy Hanson, 7ha, High Street, Maldon.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA,

WATER.

The Borough, with the cxception of a few outlying
houses, 1s served by a piped water supply which is in
the hands of the Corporation.

The water is supplied from two deep wells, but
owing to the insufficient yield the supply is inadecuute
(800,000 gallons per week) and is supplemented by an
average ol 800,000 gallons per weck taken from the maina
of the Southend Water Company. The maximum consumption
of water during the year waa 1,850,000 gallons per wauk,

Routine chemical and bacterioclogical examination
of the water from the Wantz Road and Spital Road wells
have been carried out, and samples have also been taken
from the supply mains. Typical reporis on these samples
are given below: -

A. Wantz Road Well,

VANALYSIS OF A SAMPLE OF WATER received on 21.10.48

from MATLDON BOROUGH per Essex County Council

Labelled Tap on pumping main at head of well, Wantz Road
Pumping Station. Water direct from well.
Untreated. Date 20.10.48. 10.0 a.m.

Taken by: F.A.Irving. Witness: kr. Pitman. Signed: F.A.Irving

CHEMICAL RESULTS IN PARTS PER MILLION.
Appearance Bright with a fow particles of mineral debris.

Turbidity( Silica Scdle). .Less than . 5
MM(HEEDIIJ....iaun..niaﬁil Oriﬂur.l-l-llllil.lliilllli!!ilpt}‘il
e L o o' e s e snsssib. 2 Freg Oarboi Diorid0 cecese oo Traca

Eleectric Conductivity Total Solids,
B I s s s s s sss s 2200 driead 8T 180° O.ecasassaseaTUfO

Chlorine in Chlorides....490 Alkalinity as Caleiun Carbonate ..375

MEEE: TGtﬂl 30- OM‘ME.E-E(MPDP&PF} _?}D- EDH—E&I"DE:IH'EEJ Ceasvansl
(Permanent)

Nitrogen in Nitrates....0.0 Nitrogen in Nitrites.. ILess tton 0.01
¥yzen absorbe

Free Amnonic..eseessee0.000 gnyﬁehrﬁ at e e e R

Albumineid Ammonifie...0.000 Residual Chlorind.sseseseeses -

Metals.......Iron: ....0.04 Other metals absent.
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BACTERIOLOGICAL RESULTS.

(Bacteriological sampling bottles are treated to remove
residual chlorine if this is present at the time of sampling)

1 day at 357°9C. 2 days at 37°C. 3 days at 2.
Number of Colonies

LR e ” i

Presumptive Coliform  Present in - Absent from 100 ml.
Reaction

Bact, coli. Present in - Absent from 100 ml.
Cl.welchili Reaction Pregsent in - Absent from -

This sample is practically clear and bright in appearance,
free from metals apart from a negligible trace of iron and is
very faintly alkaline in reaction. Tho water is soft in
character and is normal with regard to its high content of
saline and mineral ccnsitituents in solution. It is of very
satisfactory orgenic guality and bacterial purity.

These results are consistent with a wholoesome water
Bultable for drinking and domestic purposos.

29th Cctober, 1948,"

B. Spital Road Well.

"ANALYSIS OF A SAMPLE OF WATER received on 21.10.48.

Irom MALDON BOROUGH per Essex County Council

Labelled Tap on Pumping Main at head of well - Spital
Road Pumping Station. Water direct from well -
untreated, Date 20.10.48. 9.15 a.m.

Taken by: F.A.Irving. Witness:; Mr.Pitman., Signed: F.A.Irving.

CHEMICAL RESULTS IN PARTS PER MILLION.
Appearance Clear and bright.

Miﬂitﬁr{fﬂm SG"-I]-L-.;)I-I'IIJIIUFIUIIIiL
aﬂﬂur(Hﬂzﬂlﬂ-.---.--.-.--I"-Til GE]I)UI‘--'------q----------'---a-ﬂil

Rﬁﬂctiﬂn DIEI |-|||-;il||'-|.'.B'J‘ EIII'UEJ Gl.lrlbbn :Ji@:{idlj-- & 8 ® B @ j.jibﬂent

Electric Conductivity Total SaliﬂiﬁE
'ﬂ-t RDD c'lIQlliIli-’I-li1BOD dI"iGd utl 16[} Gllliil'll-'l"ll..ig{)ﬂ

Chlorine in Chlorides....360 Alkalinity as Caleium Carbonate ...385
Hardness: Total 25. Carbonatefemporary) 25. Nawcarbmate(Permenent) O

Nitrogen in Nitrates....0.0 Nitrogen in NitriteéS .:.s.ses.abs60nt

Oxygen absorbed
Free AnmMonla. ceecsesase 070 irlfilu;*s. D:E 2%&..--.........0.30

Albuminoid Ammonif....«0.000 Beaidual ChlorinG..sesssssssse -
MetalsS.s...IP0N: ...2:.0,06 Other metals absent,
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BACTERIOLOGICAL RESULTS.
(Bacteriological sampling bottles are treated to remove
residual chlorine if this is present at the time of sampling
day at 0C. 2 days at 379%. 3 days at 20%C.
Number of Colonies J = -/ Sl =
developing on Agar O 0 -
per ec. or ml. in

Presumptive Coliform Prescent in - Absent from 100 ml.
Reaction

Bact. coll. Present in - Absent from 100 ml.
Cl.welchii Reaction Present in = Absent from -

This sample 1s clear and bright in appearance, free from
metals apart from a negligible trace of iron and 1is faintly
alkaline in reaction. The water is sof't in characier and is
normal with regard to its high content of saline and mineral
constituenis in solution, IT is of vory satisfactory organic
guality and bacterial purity.

These results are consistent with a wholesome water suit-
able for drinking and domestic purposces.

29th October, 1948."
C. Heybridge Basin Standpipse.

Bacteriological samples from Heybridge Basin have proved
to be uniformly satisfaciory.

The water is chlorinated and daily records are maintained
of the operation of the chlorination plants.,

The question of the improvement of the arrangements
Tfor the chlorination of tThe water and of steps to reduce the
fluorine content of the water (by improved mixing with the
water from the Southend Water Company's lMains) should be
borne in mind as should the possibility of increascd demands
for water which may follow upon an improved suwerapge schame.

DRATINAGE AND SEWEEAGS.

A scheme for the improvement of the main drainage and
disposal of Bewage hus been lodged wiih the Minisier of
Health. It is to be emphasised that the need for these
improvements is steadily inereasing with the ercciion of
additional houses. The increased consumption of water (from
approximately 1,200,000 gallons per week in 1938 to 1,600,000
gallons per weok at present) is reflected in the increased
gquantity of untreated sewage and foul waste water which is
being discharged into the river.
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3. RIVERS AND STREAMS.

The rivers and streams repseat the story of the
unsatisfactory drainage and sewerage off the Borough.

On every hand, throughout the Borough, there are

sewers and drains discharging unireated sewage into the
Rivers Chelmer and Blackwater and Heybridge Creeck.

CLOSET ACCCMMODATION.

A very large proportion, practically one guaris:,
of the town is dealt with under the conservancy syo iade
This is yet another urgent roeason for carrying out ioe
improved seworage scheme. There are upproximately 750
pail elosets, 16 earth closets and 165 coesspools in the
area. W.C's are connected o 59 of the cesspools and a
number of W.C's appear to be pipod to open ditches.
Many of the cesspools are cesspools in name only and are
of too small o capacity; 1leak into the sub-soil or
adjacent ditehes or arc pumped cut by the tenants them-
seelves on to their gardens.

PUBLIC CLEANOING.

This is carried out undor the¢ supervision of the
Borough Engincor.

The emplying of pall closets is carried out by
means of & motor vehicle. The vehicle is a Dennis
Freighter, of 11 cubiec yards capacity, low loading,
end tipping and petrol driven, with a removeable metal
container for the reception of the contents of night
spil pails. Nightsoil is collected from parts of the
Borough twice weekly and dlsposed of by Tipping into
the main sewer outfall, which discharges the material
in a8 erude condition into the river.

House refuse is collected from domestlc promises
once per weok and is disposed of by tipping. During
the year the tip became heavily infested with rats
prineipally on account of the refuse belng covered
insufficicntly.

The suitability of the present site of the tip,
adjacent to the Promenade, is open o guestion, and the
provision of a more hygienic method of refuse dispoeal
should be consldered.






6. HQUSING.

The following fipures show the trond of the avoerags
number of persons per house in the Borough over a poeriod
of years:-

Yoar Average number of Persons
poer House,

1901 L4,28) Statistics refer

1911 U4e35) 1o unextonded

1926 L, 6; Borough (Pre 1934).
1936 3 52

1545 j 29

o47 .28

19.5 5 351
During the year the Mill Lane and Fulibridge (laido

=

T

LR

Clearance Order, 1948, was made Tor tho demolition of
five houses as follows: -

No. 17,; Fullbridge
Nos. 3,4,5 and 6, Mill Lane, Fullbridge.

This Order was confirmed subsequenily by the Minister
of Health without a Public Inquiry. At the itime of
writing, only one family has been re-housed, and none
of the houses has. been demolished. Those premiscs arc
in a deplorable condition.

Demolition Orders hnva also been made in respoct of
two individual unfit hous (Hau. 1 & 3, North Street)
in pursuance of Section 1| of the Housing Act, 1936.

AT time of writing, only one family has been re-housed
and neither of the houses has been denolished.

AT the end of the year there were in addition 14
other condemned houses reguiring demolition (excluding
the Almshousce Numbored 178-166 High Strcot).

Three houses have been renovated during the year
and Certificates of Fitnosa granted for ien years in
raspouct of thuse dwellings,

Thoere are s8till some 150 houses in the area which
are unf'it and should be damﬁllshcd a8 8oon as LDﬂdlElDI
permlt, together with considerable nunbers of subsia 11.ﬁ
houses which roquirce renovating or improving in vmrﬁ:ww
degrees, During tho year ationtion has again boen givan
to mulntaining houses in a wind and weathorproof cordition
but it is to be noted that in many cases the limit of
patching has been reached.
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7« SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS.

The Corporation owns a large open air salt water
swimning poﬂl of about 2+ million gallons capaclty. TL 8
pool is situated alongeide the river estuary into whic
i1t 15 emptied at low tide and refilled on the flood,
necessary. ©Samples of water taken from this swimmin:-
pool have continued to give riss to doubis as to t..:
hygienic condition of the pool and special chlorinaticn
has been carried out to render the water as safe as
possible,

8. SCHOQLS.

The Sanitary condltions and water supply of the
schools in the dlstrict are as satisfactory as circum:-
stances permit.

Contacts of inflactious disease gare excludsd from
school., No closurs of scheols on account of infectious
illness has been required,

INFECTIOUS DISEASES..

School Zotifications of suspected inflectious
disease or or contacts are regularly received.

The following table gives the number of casos of
infectious diseaso notifled:
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FOOD POTISONING,

Twelve casoes of food poisoning have beoon notif'ied
during the year. Those were all sporadic cases and
bactoriclogical findings wore all negative. There were
nc deaths. Under the circumstances it was noit possible
to implicate any particular food(s) as the cause.

- —

The immunisction against diphtheria cof children in
this area has been continued, and the figurcs for the
year for children under 5 yuears of age arv better than
for 1947, Although the figures for the over flves are
satilefectory, very few of Thess children have also received
the reinforcing dose which it is recommendcd they be given.
The ascertainable figures for the yoear show the number of
children immunised to be ag follows:-

-Fiﬁﬁ under |Ape 5 years
5 yoars. and over, but Total.
under 15 yrs,

(a) Number of children
who completed full
course of immuni- 158 ) 160
sation in the are
during 1948

Under 5, Paetwean 5 andib.

(b) Approximate estimated number

of children in the area at 805 1,185
mid 1948,

(¢) Percentage of the child
population show: under above 6% 865

considored to te immunisod
at 31st December, 1646.

Under the National Health EScrvice the responsibility
for Diphthoria Immunisation has beon transferrsed to Tho
Essex County Council as from July, 948,

The dates and times of Immunisation Scssions at
Clinics are:-

Wantz Road Clinic: 3rd Friday in sach month
gt 10,0 A.m.

Hoybridgoe Clinic: 2nd Tuesday in each month

at 3.0 p.m,
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PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS,

No action has been found necessary for the prevention
or treatment of blindness.

TUBERCULOSIS.

Ne action under the Public Health (Prevention of
Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925, or Section 62 of the
Public Health Act, 1925, has been necessary.

A summary showing the new cases of, and mortality
from tuberculcsis during 1948, is as follows:-

TUBLRCULOSIS.

New Cases of, and lMortality from Tubsrculosis
During 1948.

New Cases. Deaths.
Age Periods. | Respiratory| Nomn-Respiratory Respirastory [or-Respimtary

- M. F. M, F. M. =, M. P,
Under 1 - - - = - = - =
1 o i i 1 - 1 - - - - -
5 =15 - | - 1 - - | - ~ -
15 - 25 1 - - - ~— ] - —-
25 - 35 e = Lt ) e R
35 = 45 = = = = = e o =
L5 - 55 - - - - — - - -
55 - 65 1 = T b T = Y i
65 & over - 1 - - - - = =
Totals 3 2 2 1 1 1 - 5
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REPORT ON THE
SANITARY TNSPECTION OF THE AREA
BY F.A., IRVING, D.P.A., M.R.San.I,

Mr, Mayor, Ladies & Gentlemen,

The following is a
report on and summary of my work:-

(a) With regard to the proposed sewerage scheme
1t is considered that the provision of the new sewers
would do more to improve the sanitary condition of the
town, abate nuisances from the discharge of sewage into
diteches, abolish pail closets, enable sinks to be provided
in exisating houses, clean up the river, and the like, than
any other single thing which the Gouncil could do.

This guestion has been under discussion for
S0 many years that the ultimate construction of the
scheme is regarded by many as illusory. Accordingly, I
recommend that this matter be pressed forward relentlessly
in order to get the work carried out (in whole or in part)
before prices increase any further or in the alternative,
if approval to proceed immediately cannot be obtained, so
a8 to have the scheme ready for instant execution when the
Ministry of Health do give approval.

(b) I am being approached constantly by unsuccessful
applicants for council houses to whom it is very difficult

%0 give satisfaction. I feel that it would help considerably
if a statement could be made describing in principle the
method of ellocating houses to those in greatest need, such
88 1s recommended in the Third Keport of the Housing
Management Sub-Committee of the Central Housing advisory
Committee - "Selection of Tenants" (H.M.S.0. 1949)(Chapter
II. Paragraph 28).

If applicants were so assured that alloe-tions
are belng made in aceordance uith an agreed plan; thut
no one with a real need is forgotten, and that every
genuine applicants turn will come in due course, then T
feel that these unfortunate —:ople would be more contented
in making themselves comlfortapnle where -hey are, until such
tine as they obtain alternative accommodation.

Great forbearance has been exercised in commencing
anv nrnceedings which may lead to a demolition order being
placed on a house. Accordingly, it is recommended that
where a demolition order is made on an unfit house, a
special eflort should be made to rehouse the occupants
without delay, as soon as the order is operative.

A
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Obtaining repalrs to houscs continues to be a
very slow process even with the raising of the Building
Liocence free limit to £100 and where the owners are willing
and able to. spend on repairs. More repairs, ctc., are
required than there is labour or material to do the job.
With building costs at their present level, very few people
can afford to have "unnecessary"™ work carried out. There are
many houses subject to the rent restriction aets and in the
case ol all the lower rented houses it is not an esconomic
proposition for owners to spend large sums of money on repairs
to which therc would be no objection in pre-war days. From
some of the complaints whiohh I receive 1 do not think that
tenants always appreciate the benefit which they derive from
tho rent restriction acts - if they do, they do not always
remember that in addition to their rights they also owe a duty
to their landlord to look after the house in which they are
living. In the long run, five shillings worth of rent will
buy only five shillings worth of comfort.

It is desired to place on record my appreciation
of the co-operation, assistance and encouragemcnt given to
me by Dr. J.L.R.Philip, the Acting Medical Offocer of Health,
in connection with my duties.

I am,
Your obedient servant,

F, A. IRVING,

Sanitary Inspector.
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SUMMARY QF INSPSCTIONS AND NOTICES

1, Inspections. Notices.
Nature. lio. Infer| For-| Total Qutstanding at
Lmal |mal, | canplied | end of year.
with. Infor Hor
-mal. | -mal.
Houses Inspected
Re Overcrowding.....] 9 | - - - - -
He Dirty Conditions
and vernin, ......| 33 ly 3 i = - :
Re Structural Defects !
and Nuisances....[120 |35 |15 39 6 1 |
Re-inspections in con- !
nsction with above |230 - - - - -
House Drainage (including

Nuisances from

Drains and Ditches | 75 {13 - 11 2 -
Water Supply(Sampling

and Inspections)...| 51 - - 1 -
Food Shops(Inchuding Ice-

Cream Premises,

Cowsheds, Iniries etd 371 | 1 | - 1 - -
Offensive Accumulations| 12 | 2 - 2 - =
N Bl s s sessssnns| 151 | 2 - 2 - -
Gas WGI"H.E---..-.-..-“ -LJ- 1 L] 1 - o’
Rats, Mice and Insect

PuStBIiIIIiIIiiIi LI-S = = T = i
Camping Grounds.......| 44 | 4 | - Ly - -
Holiday Accommodation.] 13| - - - = -
I.:’lEiI]fGC'tlDIlB; a5 F 88 F Ea 2 - — o Wy -
Dust‘binslii-illlIIlllI 6 = 2 2 Y= frees
Infectious Disease '

ERQUITI68. cvvvevs| 25| = | = 2 = =
Swimming Pool(Sampling

and Inspectionsh. 47| - | - - - -
Miscellaneous canplairns

dealt with

departmentally...] 13| - - - - -
Miscellancous and

Advisory visits..l 61 | - - - - =

el s ss[1310 |61 |20 66 9 1

Proceedings were taken and Orders obtained for the

abatement of two Nuisances.

2., SHOPS.

No formal action under the Shops Acts has been taken
ags 1t seems advisable not to diveri building labour
from housing repairs.
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9. CAMPING GROUNDS.

The Council have adopted Section 269 of the
Public Health act, 1936. E

During the year a licence was granted in
respect of the Millbeach Camping Ground. One block oOf
W.C's has been erected on this site and this is a great
improvement except for the cesspools which were made
of much smaller size than recommended and consequently
have been very expensive for the owners to maintain.
This latter aspect will have to receive attention at an
early date.

flans have been approved for four blocks of
W.C's on the Osea Road Camping Grounds and during the
year work has commenced on the erection of three of these
buildings. This work was carried out in order to comply
with the conditions upon which the Council indiecated (to
the owners) as being a necessary precedent to the licensing
of the camping sites,

Several dilapidated bus bodies have been
removed from these camping sites during the year and
others have beepn reconstructed at the instigation of
the Counecil.

There still remains much to be donc¢ at these
camping sites but with the co-operation of the owners
it should be possible to make thesc sites into a real
asset and above g1} critiecism.






L. SMOKE ABATEMENT.

: Several factory chimneys are noted to be causing
intermittent atmospheric pollution and although no action
has been taken, the position is kept under review,

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

There are no Common Lodging Houses in the town.

ERADICATION OF BED BUGS.

(a) Number of Council Housecs found to be infested... 3
Number of Qther Houses found to be infested.e.s.. 21
Iqmﬂhﬁf Df Houses Diﬁ-illffﬂﬁtﬁd.-----.g------lliill ELI-

A11 these premises were disinfested without the
service of any notices.

(b) Disinfestation is carried out by means of an
insecticide containing 5% D.D.T. (Manufactured by
Messrs. Cooper, MecDougall & Robertson, Ltd) together
with an insect nowder containing 10% D.D.T. Normally
the liquid insecticide is applied by means of a spray
to the walls, floor and ceiling in esach bedroom; %o
the bedsteads, mattresses and to the walls and celling
of the stairecase. 1In addition, mattresses and any
upholstered furniture are impregnated with the 10%
D.D.T. insect powder, by means of a hand blower. The
materials used are not offensive and the rooms treated
are re-occupled after a short period of airing, thus
avoiding the difficulty of finding the tenant the
alternative accommodation necessary when disinfest-
ation is carried out by Hydrogen Cyanide.

(¢) Houses of prospective Council House tenants are
inspected for the presence of bedbugs.

(d) The work of disinfestation is carried out by the
Local Authority, free ol charge.

(e) Measures taken to prevent re-infestation of houscs
include instruction by the Sanitary Inspecior and
periodic re-visits. The most effective measure
against re-infestation lies in the technique of
disinfestation applied which in itself has proved
capable of preventing re-infestation for long pericds.
Careful examinations of houses disinfestsed have not
brought to light any case where disinfestation has
been unsuccessful or where re-infestation has occurred
during the year.

CONTROL OF QOTHER INSECT PESTS,

Preparations containing D,D.T., or Gammexans have
been used in dealing with Flies, Cockroaches, Cricketis,
Wasps and Ants.
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8. RODENT CONTROL.

The sewers in the Borough have been treated for the
destruction of rats twice during the year. Infestation
usually appears to cccur in the parts of the sewers which
connect directly with the river. The tip has beon treated
at intervals in order to keep the rat population dowi.
The Council have one trained operative who Works on the
tip.

A few minor infestations of rats have been reported
and dealt with.

The methods of rodent control used are hased on ihe
recommendations of the Hinistry of Agriculiure and
Fisheries.

9, INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF ¥OOD.

(a) Milk Supply. Premiscs uscd as Cowsheds or Dairies
Within the jurisdiction of the Local Authority: -

Number of Milk Producers ... v s 16
Number of Wholesale Producer's ... - i f.
Number of Retall Purveyors.. e g )
Number of Farms at which Accredited iilk

is produced ... T
Number of Dealers' Licences in Pasteur-

ised Milk e Iy

Close co-operation is effected between the County
Council and the Local Sanitary Authority in the granting
of licences under the Milk (Special Designations) Orders,

1936/46.

The Divisionnl Veterinary Inspector also notifies
the local Medical Officer of Health of any action under
the Tuberculosis Order, 1938,

Samples of Accredited Milks are taken by the County
Council for examination.

(b) Ice Cream. All persons manufacturing or selling
ice eream in the Borough are Registered ln accordance with
the provisions of the Essex County Council Act, 1933. All
the premises have been inspected from time to time. luch.
of the ice cream on sale is pre-packed and manufactured
outside the district.

A few samples of ice crcam have boen taken experiment
ally in order to ascertaln whether they can be transported
to the Counties Public Health Taboratory in London suffic-
iently quickly to ensure the reliability of the results.
The results have been encouraging and it is hoped to take
inereased numbers of samples of lce c¢ream in the future.
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(e) Inspection of Meat and Other Foods. There are approxi-
mately 1e9 premiscs (including 10 butchers' shops) in
the Borough where food is prepared or handled in one
form or another.

The slaughtering of food animals in this area was
discontinued under the Livestock (Restriction on Slauphi~
ering) Order, 1940, and fresh meat is supplied from a
cantral slaughter-house at Witham.

A small number of pigs helonging to "self suppliers"
have been slaughtered and inspected in the district.

The undermentiocned foodstuffs have been found uniit for
human consumption during the year:-

Ttem., No. of Tins.

EvapurutﬂdE‘.EilkiliIiilll'il-.p.‘l. 99
PeaSli"'l‘i"-l!r 39

BUﬂnE.------l-----ncinnntcnnulnlll BU

I GOEIB. s a'a 5.0 a0 ainiessios aaiiesssea 10
ﬂpl‘iﬂﬁtﬁ---“----- Fw s s s s e nraes el 6
Pinﬁﬂpplﬂ Juiﬂu---ll—li-a--iiti--l j
R R T L0 g onnsnnnessanssessss 1
e b b e A 16

R s s F =r v vis e nle A e W e e e 1
Plumsi-ir-t---rar-----------.-gnnu )
ﬂpplﬂslflllIllllllll-i--lill--JQ-- 6 (thtlUB)
T e S 1
Pﬂﬁat[}ﬂslfl'"ll"liiif'itllill-llll-l- 1
ENEEIR O T s S el sialiin siirvnsinssssesa 1
Jaln--.-II'IIII'I'I'.I‘II‘-IF-IIIII 9
Mamladt}'I-‘iili"llliil-.iiIllll- 10

B e s v aa sin o s siuse siay alaieiom snis 1
Preenllil]ll.seessnnsansossasnananns 1 (Jjar)
Sp{lghuttil"-.llI".l'..‘..'l..---' .‘:
Vegstable & Tomato SoUD.ceessrossne 10

lieat SﬂuplilliurllllIiniirginll'iI 1
Stowed Steﬂknq-r---n-----.--ra-a-- 5
ey e AR A L
Minﬂﬁd EuUf Lﬂﬂflll"lllt'l!!#llll 6
PL)I‘I{"".I‘l"!"l'll.llli'...‘ill# ‘1-’5
Cornad Beblessessscssssnsscasvssona 1
BT A v iavone sonensasanisinsi 7

qutﬁ ‘:j-{:-'.Ffjiu'.-".."'-..‘-ﬂ'.".'l. 5

BEd T Ter RS Poila, ceeseesssseesi L

FiEh PaatelliIliiiiIlf--IIllal-.-' E (jJPE)
GraniEIl-..-------p--r---vrc:---ai 1
1i.irhitiﬂ63r--------r--r--a-----'--.. 96
Sardinuﬂ.I-II‘III.II--‘.I.'I.'IHI". 6

SIS T i ai e e P e R S S L
Silver I’Iﬂkﬂn--rr---qrto----r-a---a 1
}iﬁr‘l‘iﬂ[{s--.--lol-----lliifaii-iici 11 (jﬂr‘ﬂ)
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I tem. Quantity.

EElE;.+..4..-...................... 3&% Stonus
KippGrE-----------lr--tnltrl-.ij--; 5? btones
GUdl-iriaf--l--liniloi-iru---..-... 3 Stﬂnus
Pluiﬂall!illllllbililliilqlI"I-.ll 6 Stones
Skata."--.'---"'......i"-.-".-'. 5 Stﬂnaﬂ
Hﬂddncki--a----ar--l-r-il-t'q.puuiu 6 Stones
Pﬂrkilllll'llllilllil.llilllllillll 2 Stones
Boefl EBoneluss}.................... Bl Aba.
Beef (Imported Argentine)s.....sess 5% 1lbs,
Dried EEE-----.--a.-----q----r----. | Lo, 5 5 0Z Pﬂﬂkﬁt-
Taﬂ.-ﬂ""-.‘“'..ll..‘...ll‘.'.'.'-I.." .:5 1bE'
S B RINT Bl OU s as ssnsraeseresa -3 1DS,
Sugﬂrll.iillli*lllllillillillllliln 8% 1bs.
Sultﬂnasgrnl--ilnclll-i-i---q---qf. 2 lbu

Prepared food premises, including restaurant kitchens,
bakehouses and sausage making rooms and the like are in-
spected as often as possible.

AB was mentioned last year thero is a need for
improvement in the hygiene ‘of food handling,

(d) Adulteration. The Loecal Authority is not the Food and

(e)

Drugs Authority for this area, the County Council being

responsible for this work,

Shellfish {Mcllusgﬂgli The only shellfish gathered in
important quantit.gs In the district are winkles of which
several hundred stones are gathered annually by hand
picking on the estuarial mud flats at low water,

These shellfish are semt to Billingsgate Market.
The gathering grounds are at a considerable distance from
any sewage outfall and appear not to be liable to pallution.
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PRESCRIBED PARTICULARS ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE FACTORTES ACT, 1937.

1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health,
including inspections made by the Sanitary Inapmctor,

Premises.

(N

b/c

(2)

Nunber

Number of

Reg

Inspecticns

Written

Jccup;eru

F'T UI'I.E

(3) (4)

notices

(5)

Prosoecuted

(1) Factories in

(i1)

(111)

which Secticns
;2.5 anid 6
are to be en-
forced by Local
Authorities.

Factories not
included in
(i) in which
Section 7 is
enforced by
the Local
Authority.

Other Premisss
in which Sectim
[ is enforced
by the Loeal
Authority (ex-
cluding out-

waorkers pramses)

T4

TOTAL

75

151

151

= .
e L

e —————————rr ]

e =
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2. Cases in which defects were found.

M/C Number of cases Y st of
Partioul %{he . def Lctzgﬁgral?ﬁﬂﬁ 35 huTELr-Dl
rticulars. |No. [found [Remedied Referrud g oo Ree
l ITo H.M. By H.M. | ;’311&11;“1“:
. 8 WETe
i ILWLGtQ?]HEPG*tDE|mnatltutbd |
: | |
(1) ey s 4 3] : !
B e (4) (5] = e (el
liness (S.1) 4 F - - - - [
O'crowding(s.2) | 5 | - - - = el - |
Unreasonable ! '
Temperature(S8.3)| 6 l - - - - - '
Inadequate vent- | _ :
1lation (S5.4) Fi T - I - - | -
Ineffective i ' |
drainage of ' |
floors (S.6) Ciia SR - —~ — 5 =
Sanitary Conv- | |
eniences (S.7) | |
(a)Insufficient A = - = ’ =
(b)Unsuitable ; |
or defective 10, | 1 1 - - i -
(e)Not separate ; |
for sexes dl {1 1 = = | =
Other offences | | i
against the act | 12 - - - - | -
(Not inel.offences! | | i
relating to ! | !
Outwnrk%. i : | | ;
| I ' ! I
TOTAL e e T e e
OUTWORE .
I M/C Section llD S ion
Nature ofi 1ing|iio. of Mo. of | ho. of [No., chtl T i
work. |io, outworkers|cases of E [rosecu-|instances |lNotices |Prose-
inaeust |default in| Hons forjof work seved |cutions,
list reqd. |ssnding failure |in umhole- ,
by Sect. |lists to | tosupply sane !
10 (1)(Q ICouncil, | lists |premises .
. (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (i (B
APPaT 13 | s6 - = - . =
héﬁing gte
Iea =
sorting 2 s i ¥ ¥ & i
TDTHL G ] - - | o - H -— |
AL e







