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BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR THE YEAR 1943.

1o the Mayor, Adldermen & Councillors of the Borouyh of Maidstone.
Mg. Mavor, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
I have the honour to present to you my Annnal ILE"E]{FIL (510

the Health and Sanitary Condition of the Borongh of Maidstone,
for the year ending December 31st, 1943,

As this is another war-time report, it has to be confined to
fresh advances during the vear and to matters of interest, while
those details which have appeared in previous reports ave omitted,
and some of the statistieal tables, though they have been |H!:.‘plll't1
and filed for record, do not appear in full. But in spite of the
demands of the war effort, or perhaps as a result of them, there is
much to record in the way of advances. In fact, it gives cause for
thounght that many advances which 1 had gquoted as desirable in
peace-time reports and which I had almost despaired of seeing
come to fruition, have been secured when the more insistent de-
mands of war Lmuiluunh called for more vigorons action. School
meals, treatment of seabies, a school eleansing station, day nurseries,
milk for mothers and children, the supply of vitamins and ecod-
liver oil and a really vigorous campaign for the eradication of
diphtheria are all advances which have been hastened under war's
pressure. It was said formerly that war was the Father of Surgery :
in this confliet, it may have also been the Godfather of Social
Medicine, but it is a sad reflection that it takes a world war to set
an adequate pace to onr progress in health provision.

All these developments has placed additional work on the
Health Department while the direct results of the war, such as
Civil Defence and air-raid damage, have meant further duties for
a staff which is sorely depleted and whose members are fecling the
effects of war strain and the advancing years. But in spite of
these difficulties, the work of the Health Department has been
maintained and bas gone forward. There will be a vast amount
to be done when hostilities end and it will be to Local Authorities
that the country will look for the needful re-construction and re-
establishment of social conditions.

“Would we not shatter it to bits ; and then,
Re-build it nearer to the Heart’s Desire ™!
The pre-war world has been shattered : we shall have the * Rebuild-
ing nearer to the heart’s desire ” to aceomplish and Local Authorities
must take their part in it.

To the Couneil, the Health Committee and to my colleagues
of the staff, I wouid offer my thanks for the help and forbearance
they have given me in the past year, and

I remain, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
P. JACOB GAFFIKIN,
October 15th, 1944, Medical Officer of Health.
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General Statistics,
AREA.—5,942 acres.
Porvrariox :—Census 192137 448,
" 1931 —42,259,
Estivaten REsinext Porurarioxs, 1943,
For ealenlation of Birth rates

; ; LB T
For calenlation of Death rates, ete. | {4

Numper oF Ixuamren Houses (end of 1943) Accorbing 1o Rate
Books, 13,143,

ATEABLE VaLue—Z£467,195.

Sy RepresexTeED by A Pesxy Hare—£1,890.

Extracts from Vital Statistics

For Infautile :'luli‘r‘:*l,:ll'l!,}' rates, For Birth rate.

lLave Birrns Mule, Female, Total, Male, Female. Total.
|.l-ggili||u:|11} 414 358 Th2 414 338 752
[legitimate 25 21 o2 25 27 52

e ———

1:5:'.} 365 =04 439 365 804

Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population 175
Live bGirth rate for j‘lng‘hltl(l and Wales 16+
STILL. BIRTHR: s dnionins 24

ILate per 1,000 total (live and ﬁtﬂl} I:u tha ......... 18102
DMSRTEE o it Total 533 Male 299 Female 284
Death Bate per | 000 estimated resident ||:]1:II|rL1.1{JT'| ...... - 1274

Deaths from puerpe aal ennses ( ||L‘.i.iiltl"w 29 and 30 of the Hiﬂﬂ:ﬂtlah

General's Short List):
Rate per 1,000 total

Deuths. (live and still) births.
Mo, 2y I’lu-riu't':li ﬁ&[:ﬁi:ﬁ...... | 12
No. 30 other !uurl‘[m]‘ul canses  nil. nil.

Death Rate of Infants under one year of age | —

All Infants per 1,000 live bivths. cooenr ciiiiiiiiannns 597
Legitimate lnfants per 1,000 live births ... 572
l“u“lll]ullt' nfants per | LU00 live births 24
Deaths from Cancer {(all ages) ........... ... SRR E e o H0
. . Measles (all ages) ... 3
§i i “'hil-l;lrill_u; {.—IHI.I:_':]I f:L“ Ei{._'.'l!'-‘:] ............... ]
i ., Diarcheea (under 2 years of age) ......... 9



General Provision of Health Services
in the Area.

These are in general, the same as outlined in the reports for
previous years and in ‘-.l!llf‘ of the dislocation eansed by war con-
ditions the work of the various elinics has been continued.  Details
of interest and alterations arve noted below.

Scnoorn Criwics.  These have been continued and routine
mediecal inspection has been completed in all the sehools, thongh
by instruction of the Board of Fdueation, the rontine examination
of the * Intermediate ” group has been discontinued, except in the
case of those children in whoem some defect had been noted pre-
viously. At the routine medical inspections, 1,385 children were
examined, while special inspections and re-examinations numbered
2,255, The attendances at the minor ailiment clinies were 6,171
and at the sehool dental elinies 1,763,

IxFaxT WELFARE. Details of l‘,lm work of the Infant Welfare
department are set out below.

InranT WELFARE Fioures ror 1943,

Noa. of first visits paid to the homes of Infants ... G645
Total number of visits paid to homes of Infants ... .. 1976
= Children ... ... 3802

\u of first Halt"; pmd to Ante-Natal Cases .. s 239
Total visits paid to Ante-Natal Cases .. 0l6
Attendances of Mothers at Old Palace ... 1001
g Infants 15 P ... b898

o Children . ... 1431

” Mothers at Barming ... 2094

o Infants at Barming wee ¥1b9

s Children = s AT

= Mothers at Mangravet i TR

o Infants o 2 ... B09
Children - A

‘n[edmal Inspections at Old Palace ... aun: 2
5 Barming EOPI ) |

» Mangravet ... swic: e
Ante-Natal Clinies held a1l
Individual Mothers attending T
ToralL ATTENDANCES ... e 260
Number of Health Talks given i 48
Infants and Children seen by Doctor at ”11’] |.LLILL . 2866
i - i Barming ... e 998

- = " Mangravet e DTS
Average Attendance of Infants and Children at Old Palace 71
Number seen by Doctor at Old alace 28

an

»  Attendance of Infants and Children at Barming ... 49

L]
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Average Number seen by Doctor at Barming . e 19
i Attendance of Infants and Children at \ng avet... 30

05 Number seen 'rn Doctor at "'.l.mﬂl.-u el 13
Individual Mothers .nlomhutf at Old I -i.]dLU e e
’" Infants o " ver 082

. Children . . e 419

- Mothers - Barming .

s Infants " - S &

i Children - 4 s oGS

i Mothers = Mangravet S i 93

i Infants % o SET |

= Children - = us
Hospirars.  Both the voluntary hospitals in the town, the

West Kent General Hospital and the Kent County Upilllm!mm &
Aural Hospital are included in the Emergency Medical Services
scheme for the provision of hospital beds for war casualties.  And
the voluntary hospitals have continued their normal service for
the sick and njured of the community with the additional calls on
their accommodation from the service population and the evaenated
residents of other areas. In fact, the debt to the voluntary
hospitals 1s immeasarable and it will be a sad day for our com-
munal existence if any scheme for the future eare of the sick and
medical service for the publie, results in the erippling or disappear-
ance of our voluntary hospitals.  That cordial and eflicient co-
operation between volnntary hospitals and the health department
of a local authority can be seenred, is well demonstrated in Maid-
stone and 1 trust that this position will be maintained in the future.

One outstanding example of this co-operation is the Corpeor-
ation’s Maternity Home, formerly part of the West Kent Hospital
and now at Sonth Park as a war-time measure, This hospital is
operated and eonducted by the West Kent Hospital and has been
of great value to the town. While the difficulties of m: vntaining
an improvised war-time hospital have been very great, the work
done at the Maternity Home has been suceessiul and of a high
standard and great credit is due to the medical and nursing staff,
The calls on lllll; maternity beds have been heavy and are inereasing,
for the population is hummuw more ]mapil.d minded and the
housing diftienlty makes it imperative that more maternity beds
be quuelull both for the war period and for the future.

Births notified in the year: 804 live births, 24 still births
Total 812.

Confinements at patients’ homes 383 ; in hospitals and
nursing homes 416.

Maternity outfits supplied 14.



CHILD LIFE PROTECTION. (Section
206 to 220 of the Public Health Act, 1936.)

(t) Number of porsons receiving children for reward on the

Register al the end of the year ... 15
(&) Number of children on the Register
(1) nl. the end of the FOAL (o chnssinnsiinssnansnnnsans s 15

(i) who died during the year :

(111, 1 on whom |m!1|.-|=-l.=. were helid 1]li|tt|"' l|1| Yo, —
Number of Infant Protection Visitors at the end of I|'|L
vear who were : —

(i.) Health Visitors... .ooveiiiiiiieminies vreranessasrsnses 4

Treatment of Scabies.

The increased incidence of seabies in the Borough made it
advisable that public facilities for the treatment of this condition
should be provided. It is interesting to note that an merease of
this infestation is shown by records to Imwhm-n an accompaniment
evacuation and the wovement of large numbers of the l'IU'E.lll].llll.rll
of past wars and the present conflict has been no exception.  In faet,
evacuation and the movement of large numbers of the ||{}IJ|1]1‘1[i:J|1
l].a"l."l.'i.’. I]l'l}]j:l,l!.lll}' i!ll,f"!"l‘!a'lﬁ{:‘.l] ‘L-]'I!,‘!I I_-Irtf'l'rl]l‘llc'l' [!f Hﬂilhiﬂ"ﬁ ill l]“‘i war a',l.lld
have certainly rendered it more notable. My own opinion is that
the transmission of this disease is accelerated by the erowding and
close contact inseparable from travelling in overfull trains and
buses, in these days of limited transport,

To cope with this condition, use was made of the facilities
istalled for the cleansing of possible gas-contaminated cases and
instruetion in the mwethods of treatment was given to the Civil
Defence workers who staff this cleansing station. This is another
of the services to the commnnity so efficiently and willingly given
by the Civil Defence workers and their work and devotion in this,
ag in all their duties, deserve recognition. The scabies treatment
centre was opened in June, 1943, and up to the end of 1943, 31
men, 188 women and 444 children had been treated. Treatment
is by means of spray baths and the use of benzyl benzoate emulsion
and suceess is cenerally secured in two treatments. The results
of treatment at such a centre are far better than have been secured
by any mode of self treatment and I am certain that it will be
necessary to continue the provision of cleansing facilities for this
condition after the war. But as the Civil I]cfu_,l](,(, workers will
then not be available, the Health Committee will need to consider
the provision of premises and stafl for a continuation of this most
valuable service.

War-time Day Nurseries.

The Day Nurseries now operating in the Borough are three
in number.  Highfield Nursery, on the London Road, was opened
in 1941, and takes children by day and for those mothers who are
employved on the night shifts or in work where the hours are ex-
tended, a certain number of children can be retained at night.
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South Park :\'III‘H(‘I‘}' 18 2 lll'ﬂF:lhl'iL::lluil Lhutment and takes children

by day only. This Nursery was opened in 1942, and a third
Nursery, also in a hutment, was opened in 1943,  Highfield and
South Park have been full almost from the start and at the latter,
there is always a waiting list, but the demands on the third Nursery
ak Hlll”]t‘xlulll‘ have never been so he: Wy and the reason given |r}'
the mothers is that the difficulty of tr: uw]un'l; is very great.
Ringlestone is not served by the Corporation Tr: msport Department
and the mothers LLJIIliI]ﬂII of the diticulty of getting on the buses,
w-:in:'(:i:dh' on the jonrney into the town.

I I]-l‘l-L" ill|]“" 'Lli'lLll'[ ll{'i] I.-I]E 'E]'t]"l.'l"'ll_}l]: {Irllql'k [ NLR -1 IE .;l,l'IIE I HA ]
eratified at 1.1w suecess that has attended their establishment in
Maidstone.  Such nurseries have had many crities, but our ex-
perience has been that the nurseries have been to the physical
anid mental advantage of the children and 1 am hopeful that
such provision, at least for the toddlers of from 2 to 3 vears, will
continue after the war, and until the housing shortage has been
overtaken, nurseries for infants whose mothers are still living in
rooms or with relatives will be essential.

The training of Nurses at the Nurseries for the certificate of
the National Society of Day Nurseries has continuned with snceess
the lectures being given 'tn the Matrons, the Assistant M.O.H. .md
myself and a 1.u;_;u number of onr student Nurses have been
successfnl.

Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.

Water SurpLy. The details of the springs, wells and reservoirs
belonging to the Maidstone Water Company have been desecribed
in previous reports and during the year there have been no extensive
developments. The arrangements for the inspections and patrolling
of the sources and the chemical and bacteriological control of the
water have continued to work satisfactorily. The tables showing
the results of these examinations have been prepared as usnal but
are omitted from this report and are being preserved for reference.

Below is a table showing the average results of the chemical
analysis of the water during the vear.

i-: i ' | . [ L] =4
e e s = e =l
Average results, 1943, = £ = = == | 27 & |
[} - = = = = | & v
Trarts per| Parts ger| Parts pec| Parts per| Paris -_-.;u! Parts per
100000 | 100000, | 100000 | 100.000. | 100000 | 100.000
Tot: |1 Solid Residue .. A3B] 170 HHR 458 iy 31-4 | 301
Chlorine .. |23 [159 |3352 |28 |[180 | 109
Nitrogen (Nitrates) .. _ Gl [h 35 45 18 | 41
Nitrogen { Nitrites) | MiL Nil, Nil. Nil Nil. Nil.
Ammoniacal Ammonia ] Mil. Nil. il Mil. NMil. il
Albuminoid Ammonia ... .| Wil. | Nil. Nil, Nil. Nil. Wil
Tron Nil. Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. | Wil

Oxygen absor bed (} hourat 27°C. Q028 0035 -0052 0022 -0031] 0041

5 (4 honrsat27°C.) 0060, 0072 0102 0049 -0084] ‘0071

lnlll Havidness O 11-2 390 273 i'.'i‘":i IU'JU'J.

Pox ey
BokEHOLE.

harls feer
100,000

Nil.

S
]

|11.‘-"4|




Rivers aAxp SteEams.  No further action in connection with
possible pollution of the Medway and its tributaries has been
possible during the vear.

Croser Accommopation.  The position regarding the various
types of sanitary convenience in the Borongh remains approxi-
mately the same as in 1940,

W.C's. discharging into the sewer system sw 12,788
W.C's. discharging into cess-pools 151
Earth closets or privy middens ... 72
Yail closets 6

Sanitary Inspection of the Area
TasLE oF WORK OF THE SANITARY [NSPECTORS.

The calling-up of a large proportion of the staff and the many
additional duties now required have made it difficult to maintain
the routine inspections and other sanitary work, but this tabie
shows that a large amount of work has been accomplished.

The following details of the work done have been furnished
by the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

Accumulations of manure and other refuse removed ........ ... ]I a0
Bakeliouses inspections .......cceceieiiv viiiniinirannssiinins conee : 20
Chimbeye-epaared .o b a g n fasanient 10
Cement sinks removed and glazed provided...............c.c.00 3
Cooking Stoves renewed or Ielmlrwh. ............ e e o4
Cowsheds, Dairies and Milkshops umlrhmi .................... 28
Conmmon Lmlqmrr House inspections ... .....cocerimeen corsneres 26
NI RDET S DOIRINE | v o i eciias oo b bR M AN s T A 14
Dirains cleansed on nmnpldmt or by Huﬂ.]uu-' staff ......... B Q20
v Coholiad and eleanead L e e : 187
S e s e s e TR e i 12
+ lested with smoke ...oooviiiive ciiiiie e [
. b L 12
»  inspected chambers provided ........cccoiiviiiiiiiinn, 18
L2 - s airtight eovers provided .......... ; 20
o stoveware Dipes Maid  .i...ceiiiiiiienennnsatiinane e nnans 276
irom pipes lasd L -
trapped from sewer llul v ||1_ll|,l_u_1 ........................ 2
.[lllhsthllrh inul.hiul __________________________________________________ 134}
Factory, workplaces and outworkers” premises inspeeted ... 29
Fresh aiv inlets }|||n|q!::i ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, | -
Grates renewed or repaired.. (cooocviiin o e 12
Houses, cement loors provided in cellars......... .. ..., -
v+ Moors to living-rooms provided or vepairved ........... .. 12
i3 rhlﬂilr" o “"Il['ll"]lll‘_" I:lnuul or remewed. ... 1]
v  rools |-1-|n:l'uu.~.ui_,,,,,_______. : . &0

w rooms where dirty or I.lllh.r' [m[u h.p-. '|||-1l-'r| |.~|||uu-d
and walls and I:..'-"I]Irilf_“i repaived and distempered .. (i

o walls made dry by insertion of damp course or other
ERRL i e e R 2
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TavrLe or Wonk oF THE SaNITARY INSPECTORS — econfenued,
Itlt[Hil'iﬂ-‘i into cases of Infections Disenses v i o) bkl
Iuspection of houses on complaint or otherwise _................. o0
i Oof Work in progress ......o.vvvevevirniiierernrnsersrernnes 110
Mortar joints to hrickwork repaired .. 45
Miscellaneous defects remedied | - 110
Outbmildings or Washhouses re ]H.nul or re hmll ............. 10
Poultry or animals removed 20
S |mu|-~ Ill"-'|"ll!"'| ted | S6
sink or other w 1u1| Eil]l!'*- eI |] r'i]-.- R INITE |_1_£'1] o 1|'"1I1|-|,,4i i
Sinks, new ehannels |r|m1|1ui or TepMred i 14
Slaughterhouse inBpections..... ...ociviisisirnis siveersirasiinss 421
htllt‘.ll.pulul 10
Stoneware -fuﬂln_- I rmnli s S e s 18
":vll“znmfl-x provided to gullies 13
W.C.'s. Walls and :*L-]hn-ra repaired ....... A
o flushing apparatus provided or tl.‘|!.1|.tH.1 12
§i MEW s and i aps ]J|1l'|.l:||"11 28
i structural defects remedied 41
Water supplies provided......oooooiiiiiiiiiin v —_
Winclow Fromesvepalred . i i s e ik (|
Window sashes hung so as to open full size and ends screwed 2
Verminous mooms elemnsetd oo cerersnernrss cneinn 380
Yard pavement repaired or provided in connection with
houses 8
Frehiminary Notices sevved: .. ..o v ciniissasnmaiis 275
Statutory Notices served . ..., ..ooooiiiiiiiiins s e 53

Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.

1.—INSPECTION OF FACTORIES AND WORKPLACES.

Including Inspections made by Sanitary [uspectors or Inspectors of Nnisances,
= o of

Number of

Premises,

'l.}|'4'llkli1't'-

[ R Writien
NAPeE NS Natices. I'rosecuted.
(1) (2} (3 (4}
Faetories with Mechanteal Power ..., 12 2
Faelories withonl 14 1 |
Workplaces : 3 —
(Other than LIIL;I,'.MJILH\_. [rtl ises), |
E i . e g o 28 1 | -




!

2, —DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, WORKSHOI'S AND WORKPLACES.

i Wumber of Defects,
= | =
. o | Number
PARTICULARS, | e B | E=ZS8 | of
| E | § |&z g |Prosecn-
LE‘; | E :E EE | TEHOnA,
(1) |2 | 3) ) | (3)
Nuisancez under the Factories Aet, 1937 and| |
the Publie Health Act, 1936 :
Want of Cleanliness ......cocovovnin vevennns 1 1 — =
Want of Ventilation........... ...... = | e i
Overerowding  ooiiieiiiiiiies eneniennes —_ | - — =
Want of Drainage Floors..........ccvivenen. — | = — =
Cthor Wuisanees ... ..ot 3 | 3 — —
Sanitary l Insufficient ........co00 ot .ee — — — =
Acevmmo. Unsuitable or Defects 4 4 == =
dation. l Not Separate for Sexes ... - o = o
Offences under the Factories Act, 1937 :
Hlegal Oceupation of Underground Bake-
LT L e e e B C ERe - = — =
Other Offences .............. T S — — — =
(Exeluding Offences relating to the out-
work and Otfences under the Sections
mentioned in the Scheduole to the
Ministry of Health (Factories and
Workshops Transfer of Powers
Ovder, 1921.)  —
DT st i i 2 T ==

During the year the following work in the eradication of bugs
was carried out :—

(n) Council houses found to be infested ........ B a1
L0y IO TNOUIBEE. . .« v s simsiin s sman sk snmnssn B 1 .. 46
Council houses disinfected :—
(@) By eassing with ¢ Thermatox” ...... N A 15
{(¢) By spraying and burning insecticides ............ 16

Other houses disinfected :—
(a} By gassing with * Thermatox B s 14

(c) By spraying and burning insecticides ...... ..... 20

Verminous households fLItlli,L_::Lt-ml before removal to a Council

house or during transfer to another Council house ............ 4
Council houses inspected and found clean............... S ©

-
i

Other houses inslmut.cd and found clean ............ S
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Premises and Oeeupations which can be controlled by Bye-laws.
These are as follows :(—

Common Lodging Houses ............... PP f
Slanghter Houses 2
Houses let in Lodgings .......ccvcviicninnnnnn ]
EAWERBHS: ooocnivins o se st T
Dairies and Milkshops ..........coociiiiiain. 16

Housing Statistics.

[.— Inspectionof Dwelling--huuses during the Year.
I_];- L) Tatal number of Ji'l.u]llll.'r]:uw-{n luﬂ.F-t-rH:I for

housing defects {(under Public Health or Housing |
Arts) i | i3
(b Wumber of HIH[IH Lions m.ui-. Ful LI| i ]|11|]1c|~c | 110
(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (ineluded under sub- |
section (1) above; which were i]l*}-r('ti'n’i and recorded |
under the Housing Consolidated Regulavions, 1925 |
and 1932 16
() Number ul']tmpnl.unn*-..:||1.|.|.1L Ir:| t]ml parpose L | 14
(3} (&) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
so injurious to health as to be uulit for loonan
habitation i | e
v '3 - & - I
“4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive el those referred
to nnder the IFIL'LHHII}‘ sub-head) fonnd net to be in all
respects :Il-lli.ulmhh fit for human habitation 76
II.—Remedy of Defects during the year wjthmm
Service of formal Notices. ,
Number of defective (1'|.'|.'1-Hi1|"_:-|:|m15{-?: renderad Ot in conse. I
(ueee of informal aection II‘T the Loeal ,-‘I.Ilt]ml'ill'l.‘ of
their officers ; 37
II[.—Aetion under Statutory Powers during the |
Year.
A —=ProcEEmxcs UNDER SeEcrioxns 9, 10 axp 16 or
THE Hovsixe Ao, 1936,
(1) Numbier of dwelling-honses in respeet of which =
notices were served requiring repairs 21
(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after serviee of formal notices :
{a) by owners s 1
(&) h\ Loeal .r'!.I.JI:EmIlI". in mrnllT ol ow rul'n ]
B —Proceemxcs vsorle Prenie Heavrn Acrs,
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in vespeet of which
notices were served regquiring  defects to be
remedied i : -
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were |
vemedied alter service of formal notices :—
() by owners : . 12
(&) in. Laoweal :'unhnnl\ i i.l.l. EmIL ol owners 2




Housing Statistics, (continued).

C.—I'pocerni=cs UsbpeEk Secriox 11 axnp 13 oF THE
Houvsixe Act, 1936,
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made i —
(2) Wamber of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
gsnance of Demolition Orders

D.—Proceepixcs UNpER Secriox 12 oF TnE Housixg

Acr, 1936.
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were miile

{2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms i respect of which Closing Orders were
deternmuned, the tenement or room having been
rendered fit .. . ‘x =

IIII.—Housing Act, 1936.—Part 4—0Overcrowding.

(a) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of

the year - Indeterminable -
(2} Number of families dwelling therein ‘s ! =
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein s =
ih) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported |
during the year | 18
(i) (1) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during
the year G
(2) Number of persons coneerned in such cases 26
i) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling-liouses

have again become overcrowded after the Local
Anthority have taken steps lor the abatement of

overcrowding ... s 1 —_
[z} A ny other |u11'li|~:|.]:|.r5 with :I'r:-cpt'l'T to I:ZI'I.'{:!'I'I'I;H.'.liili,gr

conditions npon which the Medical Officer of

Health may consider it desirable to report --

The housing situation in Maidstone is becoming very difficult
and this has been accentuated by the number of houses which
have been damaged and the difliculty in securing repairs and
maintenance.  There is still a large amount of change of residence,
both from an influx of workers and of the relatives of soldiers
stationed in the area. DBut the great diffienlty has been the in-
creasing overcrowding due to the marvinge of the younger folk,
the arvival of a family and the virtnal impossibility of these young
married people finding a house.  There are very many homes in
which married danghters with their children are residing with the
grandparents and, when the husbands return, there will be a
dﬁl}]ﬂl‘zlirl:} situation and the loeal :ml,lmrit:.‘ will not eseape its
share of the criticism which will follow.
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Inspection and Supervision of Food.

The number of careases inspected and condemmned during the
year was as follows :—

Cattle ex- ﬁ]'ll’:ll]d.:
cluding cows Cows, Calves, Lambs Pigs.
Number killed o : ool 1188 G662 | 2749 | 9058 R
Numbher l.IIﬁEH"i'll"I] - ..l 1188 G662 | 2749 | 9058 R
ALL DisEases: Excerr TURERCU LOSIS,
Whole carcases condemned .., et 2 —— 21 3
Carcases of which some part or |
organ was condemmed .. a5 52 3 | 62 28
Percentage of the nuwmber inspected
alfected with dizease other than
tuberculosis o | 319%|8°15% 1 11| N | 417K
TreErcrLosis OXLY. | | ; '
Whole earcases condemned .., o a1 40 3 _ 8
Carcases of which some part or | ' |
organ was condemmued ... il | 107 | — — | 45
Pereentage of the number inspected |
affeeted with tubereulosis e |6°TSY [22°20%) -11% | — | 6°14%

Approximate weight condemned: 56 tons, 16 ewts, 2 qts., 2 1bs.

Druring the year, the following quantities of foods of various
deseriptions were found to be unfit for human consumption. This
unfit food, all of which was surrendered, included the following :—

Tons.  Cwts. Qus, Lbs.

Meat ... 15 4 2 10
Canned Meat 2 4 2 11
Canned Fish — 4 1 17
Fresh Fish .. - 3 ] 18
Canned Vegetalles — 10 — 21
Various Canned Froits ... - T 3 i
lBacon il - 9 2 ]
Cheese — 1 - i
Hugar —- — 1 —-
Jam ... — 1 1 14
Bread - b4 2 - -
oeon — 1 1 18
Cratrmeal 1 1 26
e .. B it —— q 1 -
“.‘II']!'I'I.' Powder G _— 4
Custard Powder ... = 2 14
Collee — i - ——
Pickles 1 = H]
Sweets . — — — 10
Soups i s -— 1 1 8

Eggs ... 68 dozen.
Tinned Milk... 52 cases and 28 tins,
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Foon axp Diruves.—During the year, the following samples
of food and 4iru:.;.-‘. were taken for :m:ll:.'.*-'-i:-l, with the results re-

corded below :—

Aiticle Number Number
VLRI Otad e, Gennine.,

New Malk i3] hd
Bum ... 3 [ 3
Lard 3 3
Butter... o 2
Cocon ... 4 4
Tea 2 <
Condensed Milk 2 2
Mustand 4 4
Coffes ... 4 4
Egg Substitute 7 7
Pepper 4 4
Vinegar 1 1
Flour 1 | 1
Salmoen Paste.., 1 | 1
Line Ointment 1 —
Camphorated Oil 2 2
Oatmenl b 2
Frawn Paste ... 1 1
Biscuiv Mixture 1 1
Baking Powder 2 1
Friars Balsam 1 1
Cod Liver Oil, .. 1 1
Sweets 1 1
M.‘tl"s_::a.ri:lm 3 ]

118 106

During the year three prosecutions were taken for milk being
adulterated with added water and the defendants were fined a

total of £29.
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Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious
and other Diseases.

I give below, in tabular form details of the eases of notifiable
disease which oceurred in the Borough during 1943, other than
Tuberenlosis :—

e, | el Com At g e
Smallpox ... _ 'Ni-l Nil B Nil E
Searlet Fever .. .. 246 230 | g
Diphtheria 25 i 25 1
Enteric Fever __ 16 16 o Nil T
F’ll-i-lr';wr;l.l 1";-.1'-:1'_;1_;:] =

& I*vrexia 8 f Nil
m;mmn- 11 Nil Nil
Erysipelas. .. _ 13 1 Nil a
Ophthalmia ;u-u:ttnz-mn | 2 2 | Nil
Poliomyelitis ... ... Nil Nil | Nil
Cereliro Spinal Fever | 3 2 Nil
Measles ... N 436 : N_il . 3
Whooping Congh | 136 ' Nil | 1

Totals... .| 895 | 282 6

During the year, the Borough was visited by a large out-
break of scarlet fever, but fortunately most of the cases were of
mild type. 246 cases were notified of which 230 were admitted
to hospital.  Measles cases were also numerous, 436 being notified
and 1 could wish that Im:-;l}il.."d beds were available for the severe
and complicated cases, or for eases where isolation is impossible at
home, but with our limited hospital resources, this is not practicable.
|J';i|pht,hv]"r:|, cases munbered 25, but of these 17 were cases notified
from the County Mental Hospital and the diphtheria among the
population of the town has been very slight.  lmmunisation has
been continned with vigour and ap to the end of 1943, 9,047
children had been immunised.  The percentage of school children
thus protected at the end of 1943, was R9-4%, and of children
under school age 50-4%.  The result is seen in the fact that of
the 23 eases notified, 2 were in children under school age and there
were no eases among school ehildren.  This is a gratifying achieve-
ment to record and surely emphazises the value of immunisation,
and the Health Department can be justly proud of the success
that has been attained.



15

| give below an analysis of the notilications of infectious
disease according to the Wards of the Borough in which they
occurred ; —

High  Stome King North  Heath Bridge

St St S
Searlet Fever a2 1003 ] b2 48 1
Diphtheria | D — I 18 -
Poemmonia 2 2 - 1 3
Puerperal Pyrexia — 1 - 2 ! |
Erysipelas 4 4 i— 9 ~ —
Ophthaluia :"qeutl.llnlmn - 1 - —_— —_ |
Anterior Polio-myelitis - — o — —- -
Cerebro-spinal Meningitis — - —_— 2 —_ 1
Measies ; G i 2 21 114 08 A
W }H_MI-[HII“ i utl"h 16 1) o 33 HH =

Below is a table showing the number of pathological specimens
from the Borough examined at the Kent County Laboratories and
the results :—

; ; Results.
Disease for which examination s Total
Was made. Positive. I{I'}_Fl-l-i v,
Diphtheria : 28 1110 ll 38
Pulmonary Tube reulosis. ....... 52 2 54
Various . 3 , 17 20
=i = |
88 | 1129 1212
CANCER.
The number of deaths from cancer in Maidstone during

the past 5 vears is as follows (—
number of deaths

1939 a1
112 - 11 s O e ol
-4 S 51
1942 85
11| O B0
Deaths from Cancer during 1943 under age groups
Age Periods. Male. Fenale.
i — ——
1
b e
15 — o
35 2 !
45 o ]
ah 7 14
65 and upwards. 29 21
"I‘nmg _Jl_ - 36 o
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PrREVENTION oF BLINDNESS.

Orurnarmia NEONATORUM.

Crsps, |
Vision | Visi i
[ 15100 Sy AT
_ I'reated, Unim- Tiii- J|_|ull,.|| ki
Notified. pairved, | puired, | TWOness.

At Home, ! In ”""‘E‘il”'l'

R ([ 2 S = - .

TuBERCULOSIS.

I_— New Cases. - Deaths.
— |i‘1§’{'ji"_-j§ | Pulmonary. | Pilmonary. | poiiov
Mol oBe M [ B[l B | W |
0 Lo LA __-_ — — 1 .
! BEN = = E = =1 = ¥ 1
5 | 1 1 2 2 | — PR e S
B . - a2l =1=] 2| &#] | 1
5% s u| BlWw| B 5 TR I E
e N e S e SN i
18 oo vl B P Bl = =8 =t =1 =1
B o gen| A & = . & =] it=
65 and IJ_EThL::ih | 1 1 i ‘—- | 1 !_1 i -_-__ T

.

Totals | 31 | 23 1 ' 4 | 23 | 1 i | 5

The number of deaths from all forms of Tubereulosis which
had been notified was 34. The number which had not been
notified was 9.

The ratio of non-notihed Tuberculosis deaths to the total
number of Tubereulosis deaths was thus *26 to 1.
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TABLE I.

Analysis of Cases of Notifiable Diseases under
Age Groups.

Un- = i | e = —_
. TS N e = | ) 1M 14 X ki 10 LT P
Digease. -h]'I' 12|23 34 (40 0 15 |0 | 35 = | gb lover] Total
Zcarlet Fever...| 2 2 4010 |19 128 | B 1% ] i . [
: | | i " - ] H
Diphtheria ... - || S | . — 3] 13 2 1 1 25
W ) |
Poliomyelitis ...| — ol I I —_ =] - — | = -
Puerperal Fever [ . |
and Pyrexia == - | i | - 8
Pretmonis w... = | i I 2 | 3| - | 11
Erysipelas .....] — - | — 1 1 2] & | 13
bl A | | e [ e e ~ £ I
COphithalmin [
Neonatorum | 2 . e | - = T B : @
Enteric I | | |
Fevers | —_— == — - i t & 1 1i
I n:hrun[-mnl ! | |
Fever | — 1 | 1 = 1 ol 3
o R | = 5 oy RS S R ==k
W I|.|;|n|r!|1'lj.!' 5 =i i
Cough ‘ 1| 6|16|16|40| 3] 2| 12| 7| w| B8] 136
xf@;h-ﬁ_.,:.' ........ R J 24 (38|50 987 21| 5| n| 2 430
lumls.........| ] I"'r 1 36 |67 | BT | 405 BS| 25| 58| 20| 25| 13] O06

TABLE Ia.

Analysis of Deaths of Notifiable Diseases under
Age Groups.

Un- | | | [ i)
Disease. der |1-2|2-3]3-4|4-5 |.‘. 10 10-1515-20|20-35!35-45 45-65) and | Total.
1 I | aver
ORI el W00 e ' !
Searlet Fever .. ... o B e e T | g I
Diphtheria ...... i ERUY (St [ i e 1 1
J(::n*hl'n H|-m'1|: | |
Fever .. ‘|
— | I = — — — —— — —
Immu.tl i |
"'-I.]Jhl--..------- h = | 1 1
SR | el { e 5
Jﬂu.l I'th r|:--_:..1] | [
[Miseases I |
i —y PR | = ! e
Preumonia ... | ] I | ‘ 2 i a2 1 e 15 1
- —_— C—— —— - I
I0phthalmia | | ] [
Me uul.lm m e |
F'I].‘-I]:u I,{- I
| [ II"'11.“I'-|II"1 || |
meningitis T R TR MR
Whooping | [ [
COUEl  cvieniann S [ P IR (BRIl 5 1
— e | I e B I * - i ] e —

| !
Measles ..o I
|

Totals......... i P 11 .. B 1 L 15§ 45
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TABLE

I1a.

(=]

=11 o b = O DO =T S U e L S

U R T I B T S S (R I
BN pla

[~

wl

Canses of Death. M.
|

All Caunses Ly
FI_'L1.'|-hvnni-1 fever, ete. ...
l'-':'|-1ll'tt-r-!1i nal fever
Searlet Fever
Whooping Cough
Lyiphtheria i
Tubereulosis : of respiratory system : 17
Other forms of Tubereulosis b,
Syphilitie diseases ... 2
InHuenza i
Measles ; 2
Ac: polio- -uu] and polio-enceph :
Aec:inf: enceph : 3
Caneer of bae : cav . and Oesoph (M) uterns (F) v
Caneer of stomach and duodenam 5
Caneer of breast
Cancer of all other sites 22
habetes
[ntra-cranial ﬁwnhu ]l""‘llil]!h 21
Heart Discase = 65
Other diseases of cire : system 14
bonchitis 26
Prnemmonia 16
Other resp : dis: ... H
Uleer of stomach or dnmlmmm 11
Diarrheea (nnder 2 years) 7
Appendicitis =
Other digve, dis : 7
Ne piLllEls b
Puieer = and post- l]‘"ﬂ' sedals
Other Maternal Canses i
Prem : bivkh 5
Con : Mal : birth inj : infant : dis : 5
Hllml-ll' : 1

toad traflic ace : 1
Other violent canzes 7
All other canzes S

=
B =i b o

£

—_— T,

12
23

24

67
]

19

el I = - - I

o
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TABLE IIL

IxFant Mortaniry, 1943,  NETT DEATHS FROM STATED CAUSES AT VARIOUS
Aces uxpErR 1 Yrar oF AGE.

= =| =l 3
e * |§ 2EESi2Elas
= | | | @ T |ja@izElaso s
Canses of Death. 0 B - - "é |E m|w Bl Slu 3 ;ﬁ bl
= |2 8|2 2 |[z=SE@eS®S~—A-
S|=z|2|&|52%8|58 555538
o2 |7 [B8|EE|8E93|E2 38
P la|laa|lebElwnjmsleslasE S
All Canses ; =] S et e =S | = | — | =
|
Small-pox | — == =|=|=|=1=|-|-
'L1hi.¢']-iﬂl-]mx e ? el B S S| R [ — — ] — —
Measles L | (= | o= | = - = = - 9 “
Scarlet Fever ... by PTr (OO QT pelied [y et [N Bt s
Whooping Cough e vir| == =] = =] 2] =] =] =] 1
Diphtheria ... ) = | = === === | — | -
Erysipelas —|=]=|=|=|=]=}|-= | W B
Tubercular Meningitis - ! — =] =] == — | 1| 1| 2
Other Tuberenlosis 1diseases — | —=]=]l=]=]=|— ) PR -
Meningitis (not Tuberculons) S R (e | [Ee ) [P JE P e
Convulsions S e Tory ey | — =] —=|—=|—=|—
Bronchitis = SR | St e = - . o g
Prnenmonia e — = 1 2 3| — i
Diarrheea | — | === | — =] =] 1] = 1
Enteritis jae| == — | —= | —|—| & 3| — 2 8
Ciastritis (A, SO NS (WO S, e NS DN S e
Syphilis = = == = == === -
Rickets i — | = —=| - | EEFRl (o) [P (TR PP L
Suffocation, overlying i o) V] —=] =] —=|=|=|=|—]— 1
Injury at birth B Tl S ey [ WS (o) e (g RSl e
Atelectasis .. =i | CE [ T (et [WS] R fetaig [E 1
Congenital Malformations e T RS TR (i (S ST jPee] e B
Premature bivth oy | B 1 . =| | =l LI | s == 8
Atropthy, Debility and Marasmus,..| — | — | — | — [ =] 2 f==l==1= &
Other Canses .. 41 1 — | 1 a3 — 8
1 1
| |
o R T : o [ Legitimate 7h2
Nett Live Births in the yem \ Megitimate ... N na
Nett Deaths in the year .. JLlegitimate 2
G LINegitimane 2




TABLE IV.

ANNvaAL Starmisties Renamine to Materyity Home ror Year 1949,

(1} Name and address of Institution

(2) Number of Maternity beds in the
[nstitution (exclusive of isolation
and labonr beds),

(3) Number of Maternity cases admitted
during the year
(4) Average duration of stay
(5) Number of cases delivered by
(a) Midwives
(b Doctors

(61 Mumber of eases in which medical
assistance was sought by a midwife
in emergeney

(70 Number of cases notilied as—
(a) Puerperal Fever
(b; i Pyrexia

(8) Number of cases of Pemphigus Neo-
atorum.

(2) Number of Infants not entirely breast-
foed while in the Tnstitution
(10) Wumber of cases notilied as ;—
() U||I:|t]|;d]||i.-| N eapatorm
(b Resalt of treatinent in each case

(11) Number of Maternal deaths

(12} Number of Infant Deaths—
(o) Stillbor

(b) within 10 days of birth

Maternity Hospital,
South Park, Maidstone.

12
217
14 days.

206
11

Daily visits by Medical Officer.

|'|-~I|

-










