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BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR THE YEAR 1937.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillovs of the Borough of
JL'.r”flfl:FIFI'HH'.

Mg, Mavonr axp GEXTLEMEN
I have the honour to present to you my Annual Report on
the Health and Sanitary condition of the Imruu”h of Maidstone

for the year ending December J31st, 1937.

Although in the early months of the year the Town suffered
severely from a visitation of influenza, the health of Maidstone
during the year has been good and the inecidence of notifiable
infections disease has not been h(-:n'_}'. The death rate for the
year, 111 per 1,000 of the estimated vesident population, is slightly
below that recorded in 1936 in the Borongh and compares well
with the rate for Enzland and Wales, which for 1937 is 124 and
with that of the 125 County Borough and Great Towns, which is
12-5 or of the 148 smaller Towns, which is shown as 11-9 per 1,000,
The infantile death rate of 60 per 1,000 live births is the same as
that recorded for London but is Hlli'lll.]'l. above the figure for the
whole country of 58 per 1,000 live births, and | regret to have to
report an increase in the l‘nn,l.(rl‘lml mortality rate.

There has been further advance in the provision of houses
and for the most part this has been the work of private enterprise,
but the supply of houses has not overtaken the demand and while
numerous houses built for sale to prospective ocenpiers are avail-
able, theve is still a shortage of houses for the poorer members of
the community at rents which they can afford and I urge that
more hulldlllg of houses for Iettmn‘ should be um]e1tlkml nntil
there is a sufficient supply to ensure that extortionate rents are
not obtainable.

There ave improvements and augmentation of the Town's
water supply in hand and the public supply has been excellent
both in quality and quantity.

To the Corporation, the Chairmen and Members of the
Committees which are concerned with Public Health matters, to
my eolleagues of the Corporation Staff and to my professional
brethren in the Borough, I should like to ofler my sincere thanks
for the help and co-operation I have received during the year, and,

[ have the honour to be,
Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

MarpsToNE, P. JACOB GAFFIKIN.
June Ist, 1938,
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SECTION A.

Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area,

AREA.—D,972 acres.
PorvraTion :—Census 1921 —37,448.
i 1931 —42,259.
EstimaTen ResipexT Porviariox, 1937 —47,290.

Numper oF Ixnasirer Houvses (end of 1937) Accormixg 1o Rate
Booxks, 12,600,
RateaBLE VaLve—£436,911.

SuMm ReEpreEseExTED BY A PEnxy Rate—£1,730.

The description of Maidstone, which has been given in pre-
vious reports, as a busy and prosperous county town and the
centre of a flourishing area, has happily been maintained in the
past vear. A-fu{.uitme still the industry of basic importance in
the prosperity or otherwise of the community, has had fairly good
fortune and this has been reflected in the well-being of the Lnnntg:
Town. The local industries have continued to prosper; the
manufacture of paper has inereased in importance and oatput, the
preparation of foodstulls and confectionery afford steady employ-
ment and the revival of the engineering trades, conse quent on the
re-armament programme, has brought weleome activity in the local
works, while the building trade has been increasingly good.

Unemployment has still been frequent and this has been more
apparent on account of the infHux of workers from other areas,
lured here by the reports of industrial activity and the hope of
work, but whieh the local industries have not been able to absorh.
There is no direct evidence of significant influence of unemploy-
ment on the health or physique of children or adults, and as an
index of the prosperity of the Borough, there is satisfactory
evidence in the findings as to the nutritional state of the ehildren
seen at school medical inspection.  Among these, only 7 cases
were found where the nutrition was classified as * Bad”; those
returned as * Slightly sub-normal 7 were but 8% of the total, while
81-3% were shown as * Normal ” and 877 as © Execellent.” This
reassuring state of affairs is, in many cases, evidence of the self-
sacrifice of the parents and testimony to the housckeeping
efficiency of the Maidstone mothers but investigation of the cases
classified as * Bad ” shows that in the majority, the poor nutrition
is the result of illness in infancy or of poor housing conditions
rather than of poverty or unemployment.
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Extracts from Vital Statistics
lave Birrnas
Tatal., Mule, Female,

Legitimate ......ccovvevivmeenr oon GOT S50 277
[Hw'll]umlt_ 39 20 17
Birth Rate per 1,000 of LI:-.' l;“iilln lLE:d resident population... 137

STILLBIRTHS. = ; 25 15 10
Rate per 1,000 total I!Ilu1 and rstiH} bieths ... 373

BRI ¢ i wn o d T AR i o s a70 292 278

Death Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population...  11-1

Deaths from puerperal eauses ( Headings 29 and 30 of the Registrar-
General’s Short List) :—
Rate per 1,000 total

Deaths. {(live and still) births.
No. 29 Puerperal sepsis...... 3 447
No. 30 other puerperal canses 2 2-98
Tothl: oo D 745
Death Rate of Infauts under one year of age:—
All Infants per 1,000 live births.. ... 604
Legitimate Inhnta per 1,000 ]wfltunnh, ]nL hlllh‘: o B20
llle;rltmmm Infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births... 256
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ......cocun cirvenessscasunsss 69
& i Measles el NEes)  ovoassaassiaieaas 0
- »  Whooping Cough (all ages).................. 0
ES . Diarr um{nmlm 2 yearsof ape) ............ 3
SECTION B.

General Provision of Health Services
for the Area.

(1) The particulars of the Public Health Oficers of the
Authority are set out at the beginning of the Report.

(ii) @, Laporarory Faciumies.  The provision made by the
Kent County Council for bacteriological and pathological work has
been mentioned in previous reports and the Borough of Maidstone
is in an exeeptionally fortunate position in having so complete a
luboratory service on the spot

{i:i} b Ampurasce Facinrmes, These have also been deseribed
in previous reports, and the service has been well maintained in
the past year. The need for increased provision in connection
with Air Raids Precautions has been appreciated and the Maidstone
Corps of the St. John's Ambulance Brigade has been very active
in the enrolment and training of recruits.

(ii) e.  Nursive iy rne Home. The existing arrangements for
home nursing, by the two nurses attached to the West Kent General
Hospital have continued in operation but it has been felt that
these provisions were not adeguate for the needs of the town and
district. The Maidstone Distriet Nursing Association has therefore
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been established and has met with much suceess. The Association
undertakes the provision of the services of district nurses, not
only in the Borongh, but in the adjacent villages and at the end
of |{' 37, the membe I‘,-.]III:I reached a total of over H 000, During
the year, the visits paid by the nurses employed 1!‘; the lh-.l.lll::t
'\Iln-mw Association totalled, 2,049 and additional staff and some
form of motor transport for the nurses will be required. In 1937,
two nurses were cmployed by the Association and a third is to
take up duty on January lst, 1938,
(i) d. TrEarmexT CENTRE AND CLINICS,
(¢) Maternity and Child Welfare. The three clinigs
which have been mentioned in my previous reports — at
the Old Palace, at Barming and at M: angravet—have
continued to work with conspicuous success. The attend-
ance at the two latter elinies, which were established as
branches of the original centre at the Old Palace, showed
some falling-off during the vear, but there has heen an
improvement in the later months and both clinics are
now inereasing in numbers and snccess, which reflects
eredit on the Health Visitors working at these centres.
The ante-natal clinie, held weekly at the Old Palace, is
continuing to do exeellent work, but there is still an
apparent reluctance on the part of the midwives practising
i the town to visit the centre or send their patients
there. This lack of use of the ante-natal clinic is one
piece of evidence in favour of what was so strongly urged,
that the Child Welfare Authority should also’ be the
Supervising Authority under the Midwives Acts. The
pre-school elinie is still illing the gap between the infant
welfare centre and the school medieal inspection and 1
hope that the attendance at this clinie will be increased,
though there are many of the “Toddlers™ who get the
required supervision, at the infant elinics, when they are
bronght at the same time as the new baby.  The assist-
ance of the voluntary workers, who have contributed so
much to the success of these clinies in the past, has been
continned during the yvear and | hope that we may still
have this mueh valued |1E]p n the working of the scheme.

(1) Tuberenlosis. The Kent County Couneil tubereulosis
Dispensary in Station Road, is widely used by patients
from the Borough and from the "illllf)'l'llllll'!lglllhllILtS
(v) Venereal Diseases Clinie. This is also provided by
the County Council, the Clinie at Rochester being used
for the Maidstone area

() School Clinies  Minor ailments. For each of the
three areas of the Borongh, served by a Central School,
there is now a minor ailment cliniec; for the West
Borough area, the clinic is at the Education Offices, 13
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Tonbridge Road, for the South Borough area at South
Hurml‘t_:h School, Loose Road, and for the North end of
the Town, at North Borongh School.  Thus each Lroup
of schools—a eentral school and satellite infants’ and
["‘i'““—".“' schools—-is lll‘:]'l.'i{im] with a minor ailment clinie
and these have continued to do excellent work,  For the
infant’s schools, it 18 not always possible for these little
ones to attend at the minor ailment clinie and for these
cases, the School Nurse and Health Visitor comes to the
schools and advises as to treatment. At these clinies,
the number of children treated in 1937 was 1,264 and
the total attendances were 4 847 and these arrangements
have been of much value in the treatmment of minor
maladies and the savinge of loss in school attendance.

() Dental Cliniecs. The dental clinies have been
continued on the lines deseribed in previous reports.
The need for school dental treatment and justification
for the appointment of the whole-time school dental
surgeon are demonstrated by the faet that the dental
inspections in the past year revealed that treatment was
required in 727/ of the children examined. T am relieved
to be 'Ihll' to report that the arrangement mentioned in
last year's report, by which part of the time of the school
dental surgeon was to be given to work for the County
Eduecation Committee, is to be terminated, for there is
more than sufficient work in the Maidstone schools to
occupy the whole time of the Dental Officer.

[ must mention the need, which is pressing, for
improved accommodation for the minor ailment elinic and
particularly for the dental elinie, at Tonbridge Road.
The present space is totally inndequate and the dental
surgeon, the medical ofiicers and the nurses are working
under grave difficulties, while the overcrowding which
now exists 1s a detriment to the work of the Eduecation
and Public Health Departments.

(¥) Orthopties and Orthopewedics. These clinies have been
established at the local hu:sp'lt:l.],‘; and much benefit has
been obtained by the patients referred thereto.
{(z) Child Guidance. No child gnidance elinic has as
vet been established in Maidstone and indeed there is no
such elinie available nearer than London, but the
establishment of such a elinic by voluntary effort is
suggested and I hope it will come into being in 1938,
The report on the School Medical Service for 1937 has already
been published and particulars of the work done at these clinies
are to be found therein.  Details of the Infant Welfare work
are set out overleaf,
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InpanT WELFARE Fioures ror 1937,

No. of first visits !J-:lit_l. to the homes of Infants .. 473
Total number of visits paid to homes of Infants ... o 1DT8
% 2 Children ... oo 3003
No. of first 'n.lHlI.*s Ehll[l to Ante-Natal Cases . BJ
Total visits paid to Ante-Natal Clinies ... 168
Attendanees of Mothers at Old Palace L AT4T
> Infants ,, " - . 3283

i Children ” .. 2419

- Mothers at Barming s 1877

52 Infants = .. 799

5 Children 2 ... 832

e Mothers at Mangravet ... 1010

. Infants - — .. GOT
Children - ... B2

Medical Inspections at Old Palace ... ver 102
o Barming ... s bl

i Mangravet ... e 49
Aute-Natal Clinies held ... 90
Individual Mothers attending . e 201
Total. ATTENDANCES ... ... 436
Number of Health Talks eiven . v 04
Infants and Children seen by Doctor at U]u:l P.\.I'lﬂ{‘ o 183
i v - Barming ... TP L) |

a9 Munghu et . 9067

Av Hlillf{. Hbutdﬁum of Infants and Children at Old Palace 559
s Number seen by Doctor at Old Palace ... e Sl

s Attendance of Infants and Children at Barming .. 320

yy  Number seen by Doctor at Barming ; . 195

= Attendance of Tnfants and C hl!:lleu at \].mtrr:_-net 29-2

. Number seen by Doctor at Mangravet ... e 100
Iudividual Mothers rultlr-urhnu' at Old l‘n.lau,c we 439
'8 Infants i ) R F ¥

. Children . 2 . 208

35 Mothers . Barming 111

” Infants s 5 ... 69

o (‘hildren m - o BB

5 Mothers o Mangravet B AP

% Infants ¥ 2 29
Children s " gz Bl

Pre- "*ch:m! Clinies held B |
Attendance of Children . 40
Individual Children ... 23

Average Attendance .. - L
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(i) &. Hosprrars. The voluntary hospitals which serve the
Borough of Maidstone are the West Kent General Hospital and
the Kent County Ophthalmic & Aural Hospital, both of which are
situated in Maidstone. Details of these hospitals ave given in
previous reports and there is no need for recapitulation here. The
voluntary hospitals at Rochester and Tunbridge Wells and in the
Metropolis have also given treatment to patients irom Maidstone
The local hospitals have been widely nsed during the year and
there is a constant strain on the beds available, especially in the
summer months, from the large number of road accident cases
which have to be admitted. The County Hospitals, at Pembury
and Coxheath and the Medway Hospital also serve this area.

The hospital accommodation for which the Local Anthority
is directly responsible is the Infectious Diseases Hospital at Fant
Lane and the Maternity Home at the West Kent General Hospital.
Of the former, I have written at length in many reports preceding
this oue, until the repeated notice of its inadequacy and defects
becomes wearisome. This Hospital, built nearly 60 vears ago, was
doubtless considered to be an up-to-date and suflicient provision
for the needs of the Borough in those days, but now it is quite
insufficient, both in accommodation and equipment,  The wards
give a number of beds which is insufficient for the needs of the
town ; their design makes the separation and nursing of the patients
very difficult while heating and maintenance are wasteful and
expensive. The Nursing and domestic staft which are required
cannot be housed in the present staff quarters: the kitchen is
inadequate, both in space and equipment, while the laundry is
completely unsuitable for the purposes of an up-to-date hospital,
An inerease in the number of beds, the provision of cubicle wards
and possibly of private wards, reconstruction and enlargement of
the quarters for nursing and domestic staff, in order that reason-
able space and comfort may be given to the nurses, a new and
enlarged kitchen, with adequate and modern cooking and refriger-
ation apparatus and the re-building of the laundry are things
which are urgently needed and for which [ have been asking in
my reports since 1931, There is space available on the site to
extend and eularge the hospital and to give the isolation accom-
modation needed for Maidstone, even if the Borough grows much
larger. But, thoughtheseimprovements ave admitted tobe necessary,
the Health Committee is still left in doubt as to what the future
of the Maidstone Isolation }{D:i.pitill is to be, in the scheme which
the County Couneil is to prepare for the Isolation Hospitals in the
County. So long ago as 1932, the survey of the Isolation Hospitals
was made and some abortive consultations with the loeal anthorities
took place. Since then, no progress appears to have been made
and the Maidstone Corporation is left in uncertainty as to the
future of the Isolation Hospital and naturally unwilling to emibark
on what must be an expensive scheme of reconstruction until the
future retention of this hospital is assured.



Ag foreshadowed in my report for 1936, the new Maternity
Ward at the West Kent General Hospital was completed during
the year and in the autimmun of 1937 was opened for the reception
of patients. This maternity ward is a complete unit, with 16 beds
for maternity eases, in small wards of four beds each, with the
necessary labour rooms, isolation ward, nursery ward, reception
room and bathrooms, and has been provided ])'I. a plltl‘ﬂ..l‘hhlll
between the :numuprli M. & C.W. scheme and the hospital. By
this, the provision of the new extension to the hospital for the
maternity ward and the additional aceommodation at the Nurses
Home, for the staff required, was carried out by the hospital, the
construction being financed by the Corporation. OF the beds
I:rm'idul one half—that is, 8— are to be reserved for the purposes
ﬂf t.-iH:’ H' 1!1" II,]IF'I.I 5 B Ili,,":llll_|I -ul."lll !_.hl_" ]Jill{j““’h 15 Lo I'Il‘u e ]'I:I.]!:‘I ﬂf
the cost of the new ward, while the remaining 8 beds are for the
West Kent Hospital, for cases from distriets other than the Borough
and the West Kent Hospital is to repay to the Corporation the
remaining hali of the cost.  Maintenance charges are to be paid
by the M. & C.WV, scheme in respect of the 8 beds allocated to the
scheme and there is provision whereby additional beds, if needed
and available,ean be oceupied by patients sent in from the M. &C. W,
scheme for which additional maintenance charges will be paid.
The new maternity unit has already proved that it is needed and
appreciated and Maidstone now has hospital provision for maternity
cases of which the Borough may be proud. 1 believe that this
arrangement, by which a partnership between the voluntary
hospital and the municipal scheme is established, is unique in the
country but [ feel sure that it is one which is to the advantage
both of the hospital, in that the financing of the maternity nard
iz secured, and of the {'n!pnmtmn by the linking of the lullmUpal
:Iu.tt[:l!l]l‘l‘llu'ﬂllt ul provision to the general hospital and the utilising
of the medieal and surgical resources of the voluntary institution.

B. 3 (i;. Mipwirery axp MaTerNiTy SERvicEs.  The number
of midwives practising in the Borough is 17, and, of these, 7 are
midwives appointed under the County Council under the Midwives
Act, 1936, The appointment, supervision and inspection of the
midwives is in the hands of the County Health Department and
T_Iu,',.r are no f'lui:hnmi or subsidised h'l. the Loeal 'i.uth}IIH I
have urged before that where, as in Maidstone, the Local 'mthmltv
is the .J.'lltl:lul]l‘. for Maternity and Child Welfare, the supervision
and inspection of midwives and especially the employment and
appointinent of the whole-time salaried midwives under the Mid-
wives Act of 1936, should be entrusted to the same authority,
whose knowledge of loeal needs and conditions is certain to lu;
greater than is possible for a more distant and Olympian body, such
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as the County Couneil, and whose organisation of ante-and post-
natal elinics and M. & C.W. eentres, which are essential factors in
a comprehensive scheme, is already in existence.  This view was
nrged on the Connty ‘Luthm]m but without suecess and [ still
[}11|1L it regrettable that the M. & C.W. authority should not also
be the controlling authority for the midwifery service.

During 1937, 682 births were notified, 654 live births and
28 still-births.  OF these, in 461 cases the confinement was in the
patients’ homes, and 221 births took place in nursing homes or
hospitals. 1 give below the number of births in ‘-.Ianl*:tmm:-uul the
maternal mortality rate for the past 9 years :—

Y ear. No. of Births. Maternal deaths, Maternal death rate.
1929 647 - =

1930 G20 2 204

1831 B68 = —

1032 [i1iH] 2 301

1933 603 2 332

1934 HE| 1 611

1835 67H 2 2-06

1936 121 1 1:39

1937 671 0 745

It will thus be seen that the average mateinal death rate for
the past 9 years is 3:02 and it is regrettable that the figure for
1937 shows an inerease.

The provision of milk for necessitous nursing and expectant
mothers and for infants in necessitous cases is authorised by the
Corporation and during 1937 the amount of milk thus supplied
was 827% gallons of fresh milk and 596 pounds of dried milk.

B. 3 (ii). Ixstrrurioxarn Provision ror MorHERs or CHILDREN.
During the past year, there has been no alteration or development
of the institutional accommodation for mothers or children.
As in previous years, use had been made of various charitable
agencies to obtain convalescent treatment for children in need of
change of air, and also of the sea-side institutions maintained by
the Public Assistance Committee, while the Education Authority
has now 12 physically defective children who are |u:|ng educated
at special residential schools. The *Pre-school” elinic is becoming
of greater assistance and value in care of “ Toddlers” and in the
meventmu and early treatment of defects. The a ppmutmvllt of
an additional Health Visitor has made an inereased amount of
home visiting and supervision possible.  But I again record my
firm conviction that the care and supervision of children between
two and five years of age is bound up with the provision of day
nurseries and of nursery schools. [ have indicated this to the
Corporation and to the Education Committee in previous reports
and would urge again that such provision is needed and very
desirable,
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B. 3 (iii). Heavra Visrrors.  The number of Health Visitors
employed in the Borongh in 1937 was 3, but at the end of the
vear, an additional Health Visitor was obtained.  These combine
the duties of Health Visitor and School Nurse for a definite area
of the town and this plan of combining the duties has worked well
and is an advantage to the nurses, in increased interest and variety
in the work, and to the Borough in that, in her own area, the
Health Visitor becomes a friend and advisor in the homes and that
overlapping of duties and waste of time are avoided.

B. 3 (iv). Ixraxt Lire ProrecTiON. Each of the Nurses
emploved by the C :1]||:}1'ltlﬂn as Health Visitors also undertakes
duty as Visitor under the Children Act, 1908, as amended by the
Children & Young Persons Act, 1932, and in the avea for which
she is responsible as Health Visitor, also visits the boarded-out
children.  As a result, there has been a more satisfactory super-
vision of the foster-mothers and the boarded-out children and the
are of these foster-children has been linked up with the Maternity
and Child Welfare Centres. The details of the administration of
Part | of the Children Act, 1908, are tabulated below —

CHILD LIFE PROTECTION. (Section
206 to 220 of the Public Health Act, 1936.)

(e} Number of persons recerving children for reward on the
Register at the end of the year .., 32
() Number of children on the Register:
(1:}: &t the-end of Ehe yeur........cciicivianiniiiig 35

(ii.) who died during the year .
(1il.) on whom isquests were held llut:nuf l]tl '|.ruu -

(¢) Number of Iutu::t Protection Visitors at the end of 1|w.
vear who were

.1] limhh "I-htlfll-u 3
(ii.} Female, other '[|!ml| ]ln;.a..lh ‘I-1-Il.u!- cieiiziieneeas 1 Behool
Nuorse.

{itl. ) Male

{l) Number of persons (in addition to or in lien of Visitors
under (¢} above) or societies authorised to visit under
the proviso to Section 2 (2) of the Aet of 1908 ...

(e) Proceedings taken during the vear:

No. of Act and Section under
LUases. which proceedings were
taken.

() Number of cases in which the loeal anthority has given
a sanction during the year :—

1.} Under (o) of Seetion 3 of the Children Act of 1908 -
i.) o (B . e i
(111, ) o (&) i e —

(g) Number of orders obtained during the year under Section
67 of the Act of 1932 ;
(i.) from a conrt of summary jurisdiction ... -
(11.) Trom o single justice




5]

B. 3 (v). OrrnorEpic TrearMeEsT. The treatment of ortho-
wedie cases in the Borough of Maidstone is provided for by the
establishment of a weekly orthopedic elinic at the West Kent
General Hospital. This is nnder the cave of Mr. Alan Todd, M.5,,
F.R.C.S., and eases are referred there by the practitioners in tiw
district, and by the M. & C.W, centres and the School Medieal
Department. Remedial exercises, massage and electrical treatment
are available and exeellent re i-,.lﬂl‘,*:. have been obtained, though the
accommodation is limited and this is one of the departments of
the hospital which needs and deserves extension and enlargement.

SECTION C.
Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.

C. 1 (i). Warer. The public supplies of water in the
Borough of Maidstone are drawn from the various sources owned
and controlled by the Maidstone Water Company. These consist
of deep wells and springs, whenee the water is pumped to reservoirs
and elevated tanks, for distribution throughout the town. In the
past year, the supply has been coustant and satisfactory and no
restriction of the use of water has been necessary at any period.

The gathering grounds, springs and reservoirs of the Company
are regularly patrolled and inspected by their own staft.  During
the year, inspections of the sources, reservoirs and pumping stations
were made by myselfl and the Consulting Bacteriologist to the
Water Company, Professor John Eyre, in company with the
Company's Engineer. At each inspection, the entire works,
ineluding the reservoirs and the pumping stations, were found to
be in a most satisfactory condition. The purity of the water is
controlled by bacteriological examination the results obtained have
been cmntautlr el consistently good.  These results are tabulated
at the end of this report.  Asa measure of additional security, the
chlorination of the water from the Ewell source has been continued.
Chemical analyses of the water from all the sources have also been
made and these results are also shown in the tables.

To cope with the difticulty caused by the presence of iron in
the water from the Cossington source, the Company have installed
a filtering plant at this pumping station.  This was completed
during the year and has proved to be very satisfactory in the
removal of the iron and I hope that the complaints which have
been made in the past, of discolored water from this source will
now be obviated.

Goaod progress has been made with the completion of the new
bores and pumping station at Boxley and these should be in
operation by the end of 1938 and will provide sufficient water for
the needs of the Borough, and for any probable extension.

The water mains have been extended in various parts of the
Borough area, to provide supply for new housing estates,
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Below is a table showing the average results of the chemical
analysis of the water during the year,

I A
| “
- = K
Average results, 1937, = = = x
2 7 : 3
- E = i
= o = 2
Total Solid Hesidue ... cee| D58 24-1 270 208
Chlorine . 1:51 1-40 2:35 1:88
Nitrogen (Nitrates) .. 035 0-24 025 0-22
Nitrogen ( Nitrites) ... 000 000 000 000
Amimoniacal Ammonia 00 000 000 (-0
Albuminoeid Ammonia 000 000 000 000
o s 0006 0-008 LERTH 000
Oxyaen |1mJleei (1 Imul nt 277 L) 0002 0-0015 0002 0002
” (4 hours at 27° C.) LERTIE! 0-004 0005 | 0004
THlIl'! Hardness 159 156 205 1586

C. 1. (i1). Drainace axp SEWEkAGE. During 1937 extensions
of the town sewer system—soil and surface water sewers—have
been made, to serve various housing estates, as shown below ;—

London Road Estate
Cherry Grounds Estate
a\]llllL,,M]l Estate

" I:Pluitn Estaie
Thornhill Estate
Coombe Estate Extension
Glebe Lane

Pickering Street

Soil sewers,
340 yards
66 yards
240 vards
120 vards
880 yards
700 yards
380 yards

Surfuce water,
360 yards
263 yards
135 yards
120 yards

(Soil & 5.W.)

C. 2. Rivers axp Streams. The main streams draining the
Borough area are the Medway and its tributary, the Len and in
both of these, there is undonbted pollution. The Medway
unfortunately pu]lnlml by sewage and trade effluents, both above
the point where it enters the Maidstone boundar v and on its course
through the town. A series of samples taken above and below the
town and at various points in the reaches between, showed the
water in the river above the town was of very poor organic quality
and that the water of the river, after passing Maidstone was also
of very poor quality and more polluted than before. This is a
most unsatisfactory state of affairs, for this river should be an asset
and a source of pride to the town and if it is allowed to become as
foul as other rivers have become in parts of England, posterity will
certainly blame us. The water on reaching f'llmtl‘sl,talw is already
1mHului and the Borongh adds greatly to the existing contamin-
ation of the river and this is a state of things which :ah-::uhl not be
allowed to continue.  But it is of little use for one authority to
strive for improvement, while the river is being polluted elsewhere
and conceried action on the part of all the authorities along the
course of the river is needed and to obtain this the Kent County
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Couneil and the Drainage Board are in a mueh stronger position
than any single authority. The Borough Couneil are, 1 am sure,
ready and willing to do its share and to co-operate in measures to
secure that the Medway is no longer polluted.

The Len stream also shows a certain amount of pollution,
though with the co-operation of the paper works on its banks, some
Impunpmpnt and diminution of |Iﬂ1‘]lltlu'i'l I|J‘o. trade eftluent has
been obtained, Samples taken in November 1937 (1) at the Borough
boundary ; (2) above Mill Street and (3) at the confluence of the
Len and the Medway show that (1) and (3) gave results which
cannot be objected to, considered as stream waters, though they
would be econsidered of doubtful organic purity by the standards
usually adopted for drinking waters. Sample from (2) showed
some evidence of recent organic pollution and also contained too
great an amount of suspended solids.  Samples taken from the
Loose stream, at Mount Ararat, Tovil and at the Ivy Mill, were
also reported as giving vesults which, considered as stream water,
cannot be objected to.

C. 3 (i). Croser Accommoparioy  The approximate number
of pn,uue.-.-s equipped with each type of sanitary convenience is
shown in the table below. Most of the houses in the Borough are
now connected with the sewer system and the remainder are
gﬁnemlly situated in the out-lying parts of the town and partieularly
in the areas added to the Borough at the extension of the
boundaries. The extension of the sewers to these areas will permit
of the abolition of many cess-pools and the conversion of these and
the earth and pail-closets is proceeding regularly.

W.C's discharging into sewer svstem e 12,332
W.C's = i cesspools e 202
Earth closets or privy middens ... 83
Pail closets ... i : 83

C. 3 (ii). PusuLic CrEansiNg. The arrangements  for the
collection and disposal of house refuse have continued to work
satisfactorily.  The seavenging of house refuse in Maidstone has
been carried out by contract, the vehicles useld being covered
electrically-driven wagons, but there is a scheme under consider-
ation for the performance of this work directly by the Corporation
and various types of refuse eart are to be tried out.  Disposal is
by incineration at the new plant, which was deseribed in former
reports.  Various improvements for the recovery and storage of
saleable salvage have been carrvied ont during the vear and the new
baling press for tins has proved very sueccessful. The disposal
works have proved '5.'f]l.’1|llqlt-L for all the refuse to be incinerated
ana there has been no nuisance.

C. 3 (iii). Saxrrary Ixspecriox or THE Area. | give below
in tabular form, the report furnished by the Sanitary [I]"\['IlLLIH
under Article 27 (18) of the Sanitary Officers (outside London)
Regulations, 1935 and Article 19 :I.-'] I the Sanitary Officers
Order, 1926 : —
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Sanitary Inspection of the Area
TacLe oF WORK OF SANITARY [NSPECTORS.

Acenmulations of manure and other refuse removed ....... ... 15
Bakeliouse N U R VN i i 5 A i 44
Chimneys repaived ... e S 62
Cement sinks removed and -ri.uui |-]muiul ....................... 24
Cooking Stoves renewed or vepaired .......... oo 39
Cowsheds, Daivies and ,"l.l'likhhnprt ill:.-‘-l L A 111 I R 42
Common Lodging House i.llh]lf"l:'lil}l'lﬁ 19
Illlh]lrlhll]ll]lqll S Lt et e 23
Drains cleansed on mmpl.mn or 1-1 Ilushllw N ST 2799
chivsdeecd arm] ClemmEe ettt it t e araec s anraraane 4 l.’l
2 prconstEwebed i e e 33
o oteabed WAL BIORE e s s e s 78
. L ] Lo 1.4
. |I‘rj"!'-|.lllll chambers provided i 9
e ., airtight eovers pmurled ............ 50
e mhh]u Wile |1i|l|.3 fwid ..o e e e ) e 1716
iron pipes laid ......... 42
trapped from sewer T o0 ventilated ......oeeecerenrirsnsens 11
|:'|-1'~I.|t!|t'-]llll'|ldl1l-| W A T R B G L e 4
Factory, \'-uﬂl.-:.hu;: 'I|"|n]'l-:]l|ul..‘t" and  outworkers’ premisesf
i ] N Syl S|V 124
Freali air inlets provided.. ... il 18
Lirates renewed or repaived 49
Houses, cement Hoors provided in cellars.. e T T e b
floors to living-rooms provided or Il..[h‘lll;ud ............... 86
: shooting or guttering repaired or renewed .........cohee 60
» rools rep paived......... T 129
- FOBIE W ihere {|1|1'I. ar lopse paper has been !EIIIﬂlNi
and walls and eeilings repaired and distempered..... 412
v walls made dry by insertion of damp course or other
R 11 |70 o i
Inquiries into cases of Infections Diseases..................ccoeni. 120
luﬂ]lui'lirm of houses on complaint or otherwise .................. 440
OF Work il PEORYEE ...oiocamimsimmsives sbnpensonssasi 2107
Mortar joints of brickwork vepaired ........ccoociiinininn S 251
1'1'\1IE|||I|I||I'1 Il‘I'J!‘ll‘-Ltzlllhlllil 4 T P i T LS G 'Il
Outbuildings or Washliouses 1‘1|-u|e-| ar lehnilt .............. 31
Poultry cr animals 1emoved ..o s isssasssnmessinrnss s s i
Schools i InEpe: el e " 10
Sink or other w 'hlﬂ'irl]'ll"- :rumhul ti:Hl*DItILELT.E'!l lJI '[I-‘ill"]."l#l] a2
""!.”i]‘l, Py E|..|]|I|{"l‘\ Il“ﬁ‘ Ellu’l] (1] :f'll".ltL{l ...... B a mr HE{I
Slanghterhouse inspections..... cocoiviiiimrmiine ceniiniesssanne. i10
‘11.ur-.u,]|.,|||u] o nd
Stoneware --.llhq-.|||muiul i
Strainers provided 1n-r1:|'||1r_-a. R R R RN S 30
W.C.'s, Walls and ce iiiu"n Pepaired ...c.ciorisrrirsnreisnansernranes 61
oo additional, u:mui- I e WL 18
3 ilushing ||-].mllli=~ provided or 1E|r.i||(-d 40
s new pans and traps provided ... i 23
strnetural defects remedied ...oooooivioimmmanins imvenans 22
Water si [ﬁiu ]-Hn.iilq P ke e e e e e 2?
Window frames rapaived... ... «iviccosiiviosisrsyssinbsmnassssasin 86
Window sashes ]I'Illl'“' 80 as Lo opén full size and cords renew ed 113
Verminons rooms cle .umal .......................................... 310
Yard pavement |'L-Ju|:i|-:11 r |rlu11L1L1| in connection with
housezs ...... 52
Preliminary \. -1:1--. S0 uu[ i e P e ke M e S R £ 112
Statutory Notiees served..... . SR S s Lo T 210
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C. 3. (iv). Swors, Facrories anxp Worgsuors,  Duaring
1937, action was taken under Section 10 of the Sshops Act, 1934,
relating to the lack of sanitary conveniences at one shop and a
certificate of exemption was granted. [ give helow a tabular state-
ment of the number of inspections ef factories and workshops,
showing the number of defects found and action taken and the
result.

Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.
1. —INSPECTION OF FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES.

Including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors or Inspectors of X aisances,
_—

Xumber of
Premises. fige e Written Oecupiers
il il Nolices, Progecuted,
f]_| (2) {3) l-].
LT r L] O U e 43 1 —
(Ineluding Faetory Laundries).
Workshops... : 57 e
illll‘]lld]ll"‘ W mkﬂlmp L:l.lm:lrlr'a} |
W nrl..]lnlm_es . T - -
(Other than Uut“arkms lueuns&\u |
ToralL.. S . 107 | | —

2. —DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES,

Number of Defects.

I _ . & | Number
PARTICULARS. = 2 =35 ! of
= o S Ei Prosecu-
| & 5 |2e3 | tions
(1) | 2 (3) (4) (8]
Nuisances under the Public Health Acts: ‘
Want of Cleanliness ......coiovcvvvne cnivsene] 15 15 — —
Want of Ventilation........ooo coveen voinin] . — - —
Overerowding ...... B R ] T - —
Want of Drainage TR TN i = — — —_
Other Nuisanees ............oocov conen cennns | = — — -
Sanitary [ Insufficient . . 2 2 — —
Aceommo- Unsuitable or Defective . 3 3 == s
dation. l Not Separate for Sexes .. —_ - — —
Offences under the Factory and W nrkﬂhnps.
Acts :-
1llegal 'Dm:npuunu of Underground Bake-
hr-um-fi 101).. R - - -- —

Other Ofences ...... — - — -
(Exeluding UH&HLM I“lﬂ.ll!]” In tlu nul
\'-mkdmi{}jlnwmumlu 0 l.]'lr' Sections
mentioned in the Schedule to the|
Ministry of Health (Factories and|
Workshops  Transfer of Powers|
Order, 1921.)

TOmkd s ssmnsemsmna]. 20 an | : e
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C. 3. (v). Swmoke Aparemest. Complaint has been made at
various times during the year of the emissions from factory ehim-
1]1‘}1?"- Fll'l.fi ‘l"r'i]u]"i," llﬂ[’!"!‘\'.‘i..}lr:f, flllﬁl"r\'illi“‘l] hﬂ.ﬁ ]IEEI] kl_‘llt. LI | .“]llﬂ}l
chimneys, with the object of securing abatement of the nuisance
cansed by the emission of black smoke. | am glad to be able to
l“.l'“.'|J|I|:|. =|:,_':I|.i]| 1]"“.1. I ]IFL"L" F””'“ti 1.}“!.'[. '..hl" ﬁl"lll.‘i :'fll]cer]lt‘li dnre I"L"H_l'l:,'
to take every |i[1:~'ﬁ't]'|'|tr imeasire to prevent this eanse of (:ﬂ-!]]]"}]_:-[i'[ll.
and a message drawing attention to the state of the chimmey
meets with immediate response.

C. 3. (vi) sSwimymixe Baras anp Poors  The swimming
baths open to the public in Maidstone consist of the public baths
provided by the Corporation, at which there are two baths, large
and small, for swimmers. These baths are very largely used by
the public and for a considerable part of the available time, they
are resorted to by the school children, under arrangements made
between the Eduveation Committee and the Baths Committee.
In fact, it has been felt in some quarters that too much use of the
baths is given to the schools and that the facilities for the publie
are restricted in consequence. These baths are not of the most
modern type and have many faults of design and equipment and
there is o scheme, which seems likely to come at last to fruition,
for the construction of new swimming baths for the Borough and
for the leasing of the present baths to the Education Committee
for the use of the schools ¢hildren in the town,  If this is approved,
the school children of Maidstone will be very excellently catered
for as regards swimming facilities.

The water in the existing baths is cleansed and purified by
means of a plant for continuous filtration and chlorination and,
always provided that intelligent and sufficient supervision is given,
the results are satisfuctory.  The condition of the water is checked
by bacteriological examination.

In the sununer, there is much use of the Medway for bathing,
especially in the reaches above the town, but until the state of
this river shows an improvement, this is hardly satisfactory.

At the Boys' Grammer School, there is now a swimming bath,
which is used in the summer months. The water in this 1}00] 15
also cleansed by filtration and chlorination.

C. 3 (vii). Erapicatioxn or Bep Bues.  Vigorous measures
against the pest of bed-bugs are now among the major activities
of the |u||i|i{: health service.  There is ill{:r'c:tﬁitlg evidence of the
ill-health and actual disease eaused by the presence of these
creatures which have been tolerated for so long as inevitable
inhabitants of the older houses in our town.  Prior to the slum
elearance campaign, there was a silent acceptanee of the presence
of bugs and palliative measures, by means of various insecticides,
were all that were '.l.T.!t"I]iI]Luf]. How 'L'I."Hil:l_‘l.' this ]w.‘-_'-l. Was .‘:'upI‘-E-lld
through the older and poorer house property was only known to
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the dwellers in the infested houses and to those whose work took
them into the poorer parts of our towns, and the presence of bugs
as one of the inescapeable afflictions of life was regarded by some
of the population with resignation.

Effective measures for the removal of this pest are now
available and the expenditure on the eradication of bed-bugs is
well justified. There can be no question of the ill-effeet on the
health of those, especially the children, who are constantly
attacked by the vermin and 1 ean recall no health serviee which
has been more eagerly sought by the public than the modern
measures for the disinfestation of verminous houses.  DBugs are
not easy to eradicate from the older type of house where the con-
struction and fittings afford many breeding places but in new
houses, materials and methods should be chosen which will not
afford harbouring places for these insects. I am glad that the
recommendation that old houses marked for demolition should be
vigorously treated for the destruction of vermin before the pulling-
down begins, has been followed. But it must not be forgotten
that the clearing of a house of bugs is diflicult and expensive,
once they are established, and that a house once cleared may
Eaml_', become infested again, if there is a lack of cleanliness,
The increase of bugs is mmlmhh associated with a lack of clean-
liness and vigorous and systematic house-cleaning is the best
method of preventing the increase and continnance of this pest.
In the war against bugs, the slogan, so often seen, has an extra
weight of effectiveness, * Where there’s dirt, there’s danger.”

During the year the following work in the eradication of
bed bugs was carried out : —

(1) Counecil houses found to be infested ............ TN |
Conncil houses disinfested :—
(n) by gassing with Hydrogen evanide ......... 42
() by apr-a.}m;:;md burning s-.-u]plml eandles ... 17
Other houses disinfested by gassing with Ihdrﬂgen
L0101 |- e e e i 2
Other houses disinfested by spraving hurumg
sulphur candles ......covvvrviiniiii 38

Verminous households fumigated before lemowl
into a Council house or during transfer to

another Council house ................. T 35
Other houses fumigated with zas (houses in Clear-
ance Areas hei‘mc demolition .. ...... 43

(2) In the case of verminous Council houses which ule'ﬂnr.ulv
empty, or where the tenant isable to vacate the premises
for the necessary 48 hours, disinfestation is earvied out
by means of Hydrogen Cyanide gas. In other cases the
method adopted is by spraying with an insecticide and for
the burning of sulphur eandles.
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(3)  All houses of families who are moving into Council houses
are inspected for cleanliness before the removal of the
family and wherz vermin are found, the furniture is
fumigated with Hydrogen Cyanide gas during the
transfer. The bedding is tr eated at the steam disinfector.

(4) The fumigation of premises by Hydrogen Cyanide gas
is carried out by a Contractor.

C. 3 (viti). Premses axp OccUPATIONS WHICH CAN  BE
CoxtroLLenp By Bye-Laws or REGUuraTIONS.

The premises in the Borough which can be controlled by
Bye-Laws or Regulations are as follows :—

Common Lodging Houses ..................... 6
Slanghtey: Houses: oo siiminaaiing 16
Houses let in Lodgings ..........ccoovvinnnnnn. 6
Cowsheds ... 11
Daivies and Milkshops .....ccovvirisnvasrrnres 25

The common lodging houses and the houses let in lodgings
have been the source of some ditficalty.  There have always been
many migrants in this district who need lodging and the housing
shortage has resulted in many of these, who hoped for more
permanent employment in Maidstone, having to remain in the
lodging houses for long periods. | think it is regrettable that
the |||r:pn~,,1] to establish a municipal lodging house was rejected
and | cannot think that the question as to whether such a lodging
house would be completely self-supporting or not should carry too
mueh weight in this matter.

The slanghter-houses have been regularly inspected and the
dairies and milk-shops are closely supervised.

3 (ix). Rac Frock Acrs, 1911 & 1928, There are three
premises in the Borough where rag flock is used and these are
regularly inspected.

C. 4. Scuoots. There are 18 Publie Elementary Schools in
the Borough of Maidstone and in 1937, the school population was
5,153, which is an increase over that recorded in 1936. This is
the first year since 1934 that there has been an increase and 1
think that it is plnh.lhlu that the next few years will show a
progressive rise in the school population and that the Edueation
Committee is well advised to make provision for a further demand
on the available school places.

Scuool. Hyciexe.  In previous reports I have mentioned the
admirable type of school buildings which have been erceted by the
Cdueation Authority and in the new school which is now almost
completed at South Park Road, there is an advance on any school
which has hitherto been provided in the Borough. The older
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schools present a diffieult problem and East Borough School in
particular is an illustration of how a school which, when it was
erected, was regarded as completely up-todate and satisfactory, is
now a source of anxiety as to how the essential needs of a central
school are to be met. The transfer of pait of this school to the
premises shortly to be vacated by the Girls’ Grammar School will
result in a great improvement at East Dorough School. It is in
the schools which are provided by other agencies than the Eduea-
tion Committee that the great difficulties of old and unsuitable
buildings and the deficiencies of space and equipment are more
apparent. Some of the Managers of these non-provided schools
have tackled the problem with courage and determination and
have secured great improvement in the buildings and in the
sanitation of the old schools, but in others, there is an unwillingness
to undertake the ﬂxpen{htuw required or even to accept the plain
fact that these schools need extensive improvement before they can
be regarded as approaching the required standard or meriting
comparison with the other elementary schools in the town.

The water supply of all the schools is from the mains of the
Maidstone Water Company. Except at Willington School, which
will be closed when the new school at South Park Road is completed
and where chemieal elosets are in use, all the schools are connected
with the sewer system. Improvements in the sanitary offices at
All Saints’ C.E. School were carried out during the year, though [
could wish that the Managers had gone fur L|11.,1 and done all that
is desirable. The school at Tovil is in need of re-construction and
improvement of the sanitary arrangements—the latter being
particularly urgent—and 1 would press for such alterations, not
only as sanitary III]I}HH’(&III{‘I“H, but as edneational measures for
the enlightemment of the citizens, present and future, and as an
aid to the aising of the sanitary standard in our country.

There ave numerous private schools in the town and these are
for the most part well equipped and housed in suitable buildings.
There is a residential school, for children from “difficult homes,”
which is run by the Caldicott Community. This is located in the
mansion at Mote Park and the t'1.un.1wu from these premises is
to a cess-pool.

The Boys' Grammar School is housed in new and excellent
buildings and I nnderstand that extensions are coutemplated by
the Governors. The new buildings for the Girls’ Grammar School are
nearing completionandshould beread yforuse in the antumn of 938,

During the past year, school elosure on account of infections
disease was not necessary and 1 trust that this procedure which
has not been needed for several years, will not again be thought
necessary, for I am certain that such closure, far from being a
help in the control of an outbreak, is a factor tending to enlarge
the area of infection and a hindranee to the discovery and
supervision of contacts,
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SECTION D.
Housing.

There has been considerable activity in the building of new
honses in the Borongh during the past vear. 264 huIISt'. and 4
flats were evected ln private enterprise in the town and the
Corporation have erected 48 new flats in King St., which have
heen of great assistance in the re-housing of the Families displaced
by the demolition of unfit houses. But there is still a demand for
houses which is not vet met.  The new houses built have in most
cases been built for sale and the man who can afford the initial
deposit and whose income and security of employment allows him
to incur the responsibility of house 1:||1ui:.11-.p by instalments, can
find a choice of houses in "-f.udnl.um., but the house which can be
rented at a reasonable figure is still hard to find and further
building of houses which ean be let is necessary. The few houses
which are available for letting are so sought after that the rents
demanded are in many cases excessive and there is need for the
provision of more houses, until the supply and demand is in some
measure approximate.

Appended below is the statistical information which is asked
for by the Minister of Health.

Housing Statistics.

I.--Inspeetionof Dwelling -houses during the Year.

(1) (et} Total wumber of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Pablic Health ar Huu.-a:r:g

Acts) ; : wos: | 443
() Number of I:h[lu tions t:lmtlu Fnr t]m[ |rl.1||=ll-L e | 591
(2) () Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub- |
section (1) above whieh were inspected and recorded |
under the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 2]
(&) Number of inspections made for that purpose ... 101
(&) (a) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
g0 injurisus to health as to be unfit for human
habitation 2

‘1) Number of dwelling-houses (exelusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-liead) fonnd net to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human Lhabitation ... 373

II.—Remedy of Defects during the year wuhout
Service of formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-honses rendered fit in conse-
gquence of informal action h_}* the Tocal 1'1.|.:tlu_u-i|"|.' ar
their oflicers i ; i 192
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Housing Statistics, (continued).

III.—Aection under Statutory Powers during the
Year.
A —PROCEEDIRGS UNDER SEcTioNs 9, 10 AND 16 OF
TuE Hovsixa Acr, 1936,

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respeet of which
notices were served requiring repairs

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices :—

(a) by owners T

() by Local Authorvity in default of owners ...

B.—Proceepixes vxper Prernie HEantn Acts.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied o

(2} Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied alter service of formal notices :—

{a) by owners
(6) by Local Authority in default of owners

C.—TROCEEDINGS UNQER Secriox 11 axp 13 orF THE
Houvsixe Acr, 1936,
(1) Number of :|'-'L'|']|.i]|_-_{-|ml|,.ﬁl':-i in |'1-5lw|~l uf 1.\'||E1'|1
Demolition Orders were made

(2) Number of L].".i'ull'lu;{-]mum's demolished in pur-
snance of Demolition Orders

D.—ProcEEDINGS UNDER SEcTIoN 12 oF TouE Housivg
Acrt, 1936,

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were made

{2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in rvespect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having been
rendered fit .. 5 E

IIII.—Housing Aet, 1936.—Part 4—Overcrowding.

(a) (1) Number of lil'l'l.'t.!]tillg!i overcrowded at the end of
the year ¢ .
(2) Number of families dwelling therein
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein

') Number of new cases of overcrowding reported
during the year

(¢) (1) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during
the vear

(2) Number of persons concerned in such cases

iy Particulars of any cases in which dwelling-liouses
have again become overcrowded after the Loeal
Authority have taken steps for the abatement of
overcrowding .,

(e) A“F ':-"llllﬂr !Hﬂ'lji'—ll]ﬂl'-‘i with respect Lo ﬂ-'..'-|'|"r|'|.'u1.1.|:|'L||;__"|r
conditions LY which the Medical Oilicer of
Health may consider it desirable o report

19

14

125

13
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OF the 121 cases of overerowding returned as existing at the
end of the year, 50 cases ave found in houses belonging to the
Corporation and 71 in houses not belonging to the Corporation,
Of these 121 dwellings returned as overcrowded, 71 ure over-
erowded by one or more units and 50 dwellings to the extent of
one-half unit. h

ABATEMENT oF OvErRcrOwDING. In 39 eases in houses owned
by the Corporation and in 8 cases in houses in other ownership,
the overcrowding has been abated by the trausfer of the family to
a large Corporation house. Six cases of overcrowding have been
abated i the process of re-housing families displaced from the
Clearance areas, The remainder of cases where overcrowding has
llﬂf_‘n El.h'l'.-ﬂ'lfl e {!HL" to :

() Dimimnution of the size of families from removal of
some members of the families concerned.

(#)  Departure of the family from the district.

(e) The famnily have secured a larger house by their own
efforts.

During the year, Clearance Orders were made in respect of
three areas in the Stone St., Ward of the Borough. The total
nuber of houses dealt with in the three areas was 41 and the
number of persons to be re-housed by the Corporation was 213

CLeEaraxcE ARea No. 1. This area included Nos. 104-120
Upper Stone 5t., Nos, 3 & 4 Thorner's Yard and Nos. 6-20 Sheal’s
Place and was the subject of a compulsory purchase order. The
demolition of these premises was begun in October by a contractor
on behalf of the Corporation and the site is at present being cleared.

CLearaNce Area No. 20 The houses dealt with in this area
were No's 1-11 Waterloo St. The demolition was earried out by
the owner and completed in October,

CrLEaraNcE Area No. 3. This area comprised No's 1-4
Woolleti's Yard, Upper Stone Street.  The work of demolition is
being carried out by the owner and is at present in hand.

SECTION E.

Inspection and Supervision of Food.

F. («). Mitk SvppLy. The cowsheds in the Borough area
are 11 in number and the daivies and milkshops total 25. These
are inspected regularly and are kept in a clean ana sanitary
condition. During 1937, 42 inspections were made by the Sanitary
[nspectors and additional visits were paid by myself, while 39
samples of milk were taken for examination. Samples of the
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milk supplied to the Publie Elementary Schools and to the Isola-
tion Hospital were also taken for bacteriologieal examination and
this practice, while it is primarily intended to secure that a satis-
factory supply is available for the schools and the hospital, has an
indirect result in raising the standard of bacteriological purity in
the milk supplied in the town. The bulk of the milk sold i
Maidstone is produced in the adjacent Rural Districts and ti:L
M.O.H. also holds the appointment of M.O.H. for the Hollingbourn
Rural District, and in this capaeity is able to give supervision to
some of the milk supplied in the Borough, both as produced and
distributed.

E (6). Mgar axp Order Foops. The number of slanghter-
houses in the Borough is 16, of which 4 are licensed and 12 are
registered.  These slaughter-houses are frequently visited for
inspection as to cleanliness and they are also under constant
supervision when they are visited during the progress of
slanghtering, for the inspection of meat. ]Jmm-r the vear there
were 710 inspections at the slaughter-houses, but as | have done
in previous reports, I urge that one of the more pressing needs of
Maidstone is for a [mhli-: abattoir, where all meat killed in for
human consumption in the Borough could be inspected. This is
a matter which should have consideration for with the lar e number
of slaughter-houses now in operation, all in use at the same time,
and with the small staff of Inspectors, it is impossible to secure
inspection of more than a proportion of the carcases intended for
food.

The number of carcases inspected and condemned during
the year was as follows (—

Cattle, ex- Sheep &
cluding cows  Cows, Calves, Lambs, Pigs.

Number killed, ., Exact number |1ut known but
.lp]'nmxlrn.lh.lr 75% inspected.

"'Hltulu'n inspec I,ud - 48 158 153 E6O 1585
ALL DisEAsEs IH:L EPFT I‘l BERCULOSIS,

Wheole carcases condemned o — 1 —_ —_

Carcases of which some part or

organ was condemned o - 10 —_ -— gl

Percentage of the number II|\-11PLI_.|::'\I,1
affected with disease other than
tuberculosis ... — 69 — — —

TreERCcULOSIE ONLY.

Whole carcases condemued . | 8 - — —
Carcases of which some 11:1:5 or
organ was condemned — 15 — |

Peweutugi_ of the number umpuctenl
aflected with tuberculosis |, 2 145 - - 15
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In addition to the above 303 lbs of beef were condemned
because of decomposition.

During the year, the following quantities of foods of various
descriptions were found to be unfit for human consumption. This
unfit food, all of which was surrendered and destroyed, included
the following :—

Tinned foods, ete. 29 tons, 15 ewt., 0 qrs., 26 lbs.
Tomatoes 20 cases.
Chocolate dates .. 2 pross,
Toffee ... 19 |bs,
Hams ... 16. Weight 1 ewt., 3 qrs., 134 lbs.
Cod r 22 stones.
Tongue ... G 1bs.
E (e). ApvvrreraTtion Ete.

Samples of various articles as shown in the following list
were taken and examined with the results as given below :—

yitinla Number Number
3 ; Obtained. (ienuine.
New Milk oy a3
Cheese Powder 1 | 1
Coffee ... J . 3
Cream ... 3 3
Butter 3 3
Margarine .. i | 3
Lard ... il 3 [ 3
Liquorice Powder 1 i I
Gilauber Salts 1 | 1
Tincture of Quinine . 1 -
Camphorated Oil 1 | 1
Crushed Linzeed 1 ! 1
Aszpirin 1 1
Eucalyptus 1 : 1
Beel Sausames 2 2
Pork Sausages 2 2
Mixed Spice 1 1
Ground Ginger 1 1
Baking Powder 1 1
White Pepper 2 i 2
Whisky 1 | 1
PFrisling 1 1
Dirippin 1 - 1
'I"ru” g 1 ' 1
Raspberry Jam 1 ‘ 1
Mustard 1 _ 1

-7
-1
=]
L=1
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PROSECUTIONS,

There were two prosecutions during the year; in the first
case a retailer of milk was dismissed on payment of costs for selling
milk deficient in fat to the extent of 157 and in the second case a
retailer was fined £1 for selling milk with 10°7 of added water,

E (d). Cuemical AND BaACTERIOLOGICAL EXaMINATION OF

II'.LJLII'I..

The chemical analysis of samples of food is carried out by the
Public Analyst, Mr. E. M. Hawkins, .10, F.c.8, at Canterbury,
and the bacteriological examinations lr:quuml are made at the
County Laboratory, Sessions House, Maidstone.

SECTION F.

Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious
and other Diseases.

F. (2) The prevalence of notifiable infections disease was
not exceptionally noteworthy during the year and, so far as the
notifiable diseases are concerned, there was nothing :l.|r|;n'mt::hi1lg
an epidemic. The number of cases of scarlet fever notitied was
slightly below that recorded in 1936, 45 as agaiust 48 and the
disease was again of a mild type and tlere were no deaths from
this canse. Of the notified cases, 43 were admitted to the Isola-
tion Hospital and 2 in households where adequate isolation and
nursing could be secured, were treated in their own homes,

The cases of diphtheria notified were 51, which is an increase
of 4 over 1936, Again | have to comment on the fact that the
total of cases of these diseases is increased by the inclusion of cases
notified and sent to the Isolation Hospital, from the other hospitals
in the district. Thus n 1937, 2 cases of scarlet fever were
transfers from the Ophthalmic Hospital, four cases of diphtheria
came from the same institution and four from the staft at the Kent
County Mental Hospital.

[ regret to have to report that there were two deaths from
dlphlllerm. and I must again refer to the fact that there is no
justification for any l’]{*].lt’ in the administration of anti-texin.
Supplies are avail: able for the use of practitioners and are issued
on demand from the Health Department Office, the Isolation
Hospital or the Police Station.  Promptitude in the administration
of the serum is of the greatest value and may make the difference
in the saving or losing of the patient and it is uveither necessary
nor desirable to wait for the laboratory report to confirm the
diagnosis before using the anti-toxin.  But I find that it is the
custom of many of my colleagues to defer the administration of
anti-toxin, until the swab is reported positive and the patient
reaches the Isolation Hospital.
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Twenty-four cases of pnenmonia were reported, but as the
deaths from this cause numbered 26, it would appear that not even
all the fatal euses are notified and the notification ficures of this
disease are not such as to warrant any valid  econclusions or
comparisons being drawn therefrom.

Sixteen ecases of ervsipelas were notified and of these 12 were
reported from the Kent County Mental Hospital.  The two cases
of dysentery notified were also from this institution,

[ give below an analysis of the notifications of infections and
other diseases, according to the Wards of the Borough in which
they occurred. For this table, I have excluded the cases in the

Hospitals.
High  Stone King North Heath Bridge

ot. S, &t
Scarlet Fever = T 6 2 10 9 0
Diphtheria 5 14 6 3 2 4 6
Prnemmonia 2 3 — 1 — 2
Puerperal Pyrexia 1 — 3 1 — 3
Erysipelas i I 1 1 —_ —_
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 2 —_ 1 — e —
Enterie Fever 1 — — — s ic

Among the noun-notitiable diseases, the chief was influenza,
which assailed the Borough with great severity in the early months
of 1937. This was an epidemic of true influenza and considerable
severity both in extent and in type and was accompanied by
bronehitis and in some ecases by broncho-pnenmonia.  The out-
break lasted through Jannary and February aud in many of these
cases, there were persistent sequelie of bronehitis and myoearditis.
There was a certain amount of chicken-pox, whooping cough and
measles, especially among the children and in the autumn of the
year, a good number of cases of epidemic catarrh.  These cases
are often deéseribed as influenza but are not of the true influenzal
typeand it is regrettable that there should be this loose description
of varying clinical conditions,

The acecommodation which is available for any case of small-
pox which may occur in the Borough is in the hospital belonging
to the Hollinghourn Rural District Couneil and situated at Harps
Wood. There have been no such cases in the past vear and this
happy state of affairs has continued for some vears, but | am much
coneerned at what might happen should small-pox appear in the
Borough, for this freedom from the disease has resulted in a wide-
spread neglect of the precaution of vaccination and the proportion
of unvaccinated children in Maidstone is now very large.
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The Borough Isolation Hospital in Fant Lane has been men-
tioned in previous reportsand earlier inthis report and itslimitations
and deficiencies have been the subject of reports to the Health Com-
mittee. The beds available at this hospital only allow of the
admission of cases of scarlet fever and diphtheria : there is no wand
for puerperal fever ecases, for such diseases as cerebro-spinal
meningitis or for complicated cases of measles.  Erysipelas cases
can only be gsent to the Publie Assistance Hospital while fevers of
the enteric group cannot be sent to the Isolation Hospital, but
have to be treated in the West Kent General Hospital, which 1
eannot think is desirable. There are no observation wards, private
wards or any kind of cubicle ward and even if beds for diseases
other than scarlet fever and diphtheria were available, there is no
room for the nursing and domestic staft’ which would be required
and the kitchen and laundry accommodation now provided is not
sufficient even for the present needs of the hospital.  The design
and lay-out of the hospital are antiquated and it is impossible to
use even the present inadequate number of beds to the best
advantage ; there are only the four large wards and the presence
of any complieation, such as a case of measles or chicken-pox
among the patients, or even the variations of age, sex and disease
among the cases, causes grave difficulty in the administration of
the hospital. The design of the buildings makes them difficult to
maintain and heat, and adds to the expense, and there is a growing
difficulty in obtaining and retaining the necessary staff. [ have
commented in former reports on the suggestion that has been
made for a combination of the hospitals of a group of authorities,
and on the delay in coming to a decision on what is really a
pressing matter, but there is space on the site of our present
hospital for an enlarged hospital, which would be adequate for the
needs of the district and which is necessary if the needs of the
Borongh are to be supplied.

School notifications of infectious and other diseases are sent
to me by the Head Teachers of the Public Elementary Schools
and also of the Boys’ and Girls’ Grammar Schools. These notifiea-
tions are of very great assistance in the investigation of cases and
the discovery of possible contacts. Particularly is this the ease
in the non-notifiable diseases, such as measles and t:llin:,~l~.'.{-|1]:|u.1c1
where such school notihications are often the only channel of
information,
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Particulars of the ineidence of notifiable diseases—other than
tubereulosis —in the Borough during 1937, are set out below.,

e —
-:'im:tll]_nm;. ...““ B S s “_-;_”___-_ )
mt:—hwl 45 . 43 __._T_
Diphtheria ... .. & | &1 5
m; i':m'n-ll' __ _-H__]-" | | — ==
Pl-ll'i'IlL'i'-il-l' ]"n"-?r-rr:‘n;ii"_-_ P o

Pyrexia o ] 7 4]
l"uemil_um _ # e 24 Bl 17 =i Et‘-__-
Erysipelas.. .. . 16 | 18 =
0|F]II|!I1I]HI'i-'I-.Eﬁ_l.l;;;'lllll 5 ' g i —
Dvsentery 2 I 2

Totals - ” 151 ]-'ﬂ-i 34

Further work was carried out during the past year in the
immunisation of sehool children against diphtheria, though owing
to the gap between the departure of Dr. Rose and the arrival of
Dr. Harris who followed her, and also to the faet that [ was
ineapacitated for two months in the early part of the year, it was
not possible to make as much progress as in 1936,  During the
year, 342 children received the course of immunising injections.
Of these 137 had a subsequent Schick test, 134 proving negative
while 3 had remained positive and were given further protective
inoculation. There were no severe reactions and no complications
followed and in fact, we have had requests for the immunisation
of the remaining children in a famnily, because the parent—possibly
the Father with unpleasunt memories of war-time inoculation
parades—was agreeably surprised that the ome who had been
immunised felt no discomfort.

I am glad to report that there is a continued desire on the
part of parents for this protection for their children. The dangers
ot diphtheria are well known and appreciated and the long disability
which follows an attack, even when the patient makes an uneventiul
recovery, is obvious to any thoughtful pavent. Though we make
no claim that we can promise 1007 protection, the results that
have been obtained in several places in this ecountry, and
particnlarly in Canada, show conclusively that diphtheria can be
conquered and that this dread can be removed from the life of the
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community. The procedure is simple and ecauses practically no
disturbance and, while I should prefer that the children were
immunised before entering on school life, there is an inereased
willingness among the wise parents to avail themselves of the
facilities offered and 1 hope that in a few yvears a large proportion
of the children in the Borough will be protected against this scourge.

. . P Results.
Disease for which examination Total
was made. PPositive. Negative,
Diphthevis oo ocoimmasionsnmsasions 42 . 706 R34
Pulmonary Tubercunlosis.......... 54 : 2324 0]
% [
Various.......... e s H 21 , 14 55
Fi i
| 115 I 1074 1191
| |

ExamixaTion oF PATHOLOGICAL AND BACTERIOLOGICAL SPECIMENS.

This service is provided by the Kent County Council and it is
a great boon to the Borough to have so complete a laboratory
service at hand. 1 would like to record my appreciation of the
assistance rendered by the County Laboratory, especially in the
examination of diphtheria swabs. The details of the specimens
from the Borough area which have been examined and reported on
in the past yvear are set out above.

DISINFECTION,

The arrangements for the disinfection of infected premises
or articles have been deseribed in previous reports and have con-
tinued to work satisfactorily. During 1937, 180 rooms and 4548
articles were disinfected and details of this work are to be found
in the Tables at the end of this report.

3, CANCER.

The number of deaths from cancer in Maidstone during
the past 9 years is as follows :(—
number of deaths

1 £t 67
& .1 e 53
1" 1 (4
[B3E el 70
1933 DN e T 59
1934 AR 69
1980 eeiniss 66
1936 9 ....... - T8

1937 SR 69
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Deaths from Cancer during 1937 under
age groups.

.1';"'" Periods, Male. FFemale.
4] ; -
1 = E
15 =
HiE ‘ .I .
30 | a3 2
|
15 i 1 H,
] 10 i
|
65 and 18 23
npwarids.
Totals 33 36

F 4. PreveEsTioN oF BLINDNEs=s,

(n) During 1937, five cases of ophthalmia neonatornm were
notified and the Table below shows the number admitted to
hospital and the result :(—

Cazps,
I lI||-i:*-?ir.l:|. 1||"i'liill!| A
Treated. Unim- [m- I’-]'Llu?illl:.]-“ Deatlis.
Notified. T T paired. | paired.

At Home. | In Hospital.

e =
o -- ] b -

For the treatment of injuries to and diseases of, the eyes, the
Kent County Ophthalmic Hospital is available and provides
specialist advice and treatment. T'he ecases of Ophthalmia
Neonatorum recorded above were treated in the hospital, with
successiul results in every case.

() Tuberculosis. No action was necessary during 1937
under the Public Health { Preveution of Tuberculosis) Regulations
1925 or under Section 62 of the Public Health Act, 1925 or
Section 172 of the Public Health Act, 1936.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

MNew Uases, Deaths.
A Non- 9 | Non-
Pulmonary. p Pulmonary, : -
S S nlmonary, - Pulmonary.
Age Periods, — i .

| | |
M F. | M. | 1 M. | F. | M. | F

!

e |
0 il - . . s AP o
1 1 3 I - i 3
5 1 W R [y b=

et L TS A = CIMSREESS, (e

15 7 i e 1 = I "

20 8 11 — - 2 | ] |
35 5 | : 1 el = w =
45 ; i 1 E R =
55 2 || = = ] = 2 A
65 and upwards } 1 — — 1 2 | 1 - -

= i | |
Totals 2 29 H 7 19 | i 3

The number of deaths from all forms of Tubereulosis which
had been notihed was 36. The number which had not been
notified was 7.

The ratio of non-notified Tuberculosis deaths to the total
number of Tuberculosis deaths was thus *16 to 1.
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Analysis of Cases of Notifiable Diseases under

Age Groups.

[Visease, | der 1=2io-%!g-0lia-5] 2 1 13- | 20~ | 35=- | 45=- |65 &

] 10015 |20 |35 |15 |65 |over) Toial

=carlet Fever ... 1 A 14 i i - | 15
Diphtheria ... | a1 1| 5 22 i |
Enteric Fever - - 1

and Pyrexia

Poeumonia ... I 1 1 4

g

Le
o
t
—

Erysipelas ...... |

Ophthalmin
MNeonalorim o

|
|
Puerpernl Fever ‘
|
|
|
|

Dysentery ... -

Totals..ce. T | /| 1114 | 43 i 15! 5| 20 12 14 3 151

Analysis of Deaths of Notifiable Diseases under

Age Groups.

| [ o

Un- | ' | y | 6%

Disense. der | 1-2] 2-3 -4 | 4-5 [5-10 10-015] 15-2020-35)35-4545-65] and | Toial.
I i LU 4

=earlet Fever ...

Diphtherin ......] ... T el (Bl IS B . ]

Enteric Fever

Fuerperal

b T 1 L SR L i e [one | mem [ e o | 2 1 e " 3
= ——] - —

Other Puerperal |

Disenses 2 e ] e | 1 2

PRemmonin ... d 1 1 2 3 z 1 6 2

[Oophthalmia
Neonatorum ] (e RS (EETRE) E e |

Ervsipelas

Diveentery gon | s | i | we | ek e

Totals......... i I 1 | i i i 3l
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TABLE Ia.

Canses of Death.

All Canses

1 Typhoid fever, ete....

2 Measles

3 =eavlet Fever

I Whooping Cough

5 Diphtheria

6 Influenza

7 Encephalitis 1 AT u-rwn

5 UCerchro- -.puml lL'-u

a !{r:-r.p:n.nmx Tuberculosis
10 Other Tuberenlons ...
11 Syphilis
12 l-nu: il paralysis ut'mﬂ.ml_ ele,
13 Cancer
14 Diabetes :
15 Cerebral |I.t||ml||!m<-"0 Lll.
16 Heart Disease . x
17  Aneurysm ... i i
18 Other -.*n:ulm}n {lu-'sutsm
19 Bronchitis
20 Poeumonia .
21 Other Respiratory diseases
22 Peptic Uleer..
23 Iharrhcea, '1||uic1 2_',-9.115.'1
24 Appendicitis
25 Cirrliosis of Liver
26  Other liver diseases
27 (Mhier lii;f‘:-ﬂ'i.".'u diseinses
28  Acute and Chronic Nephritis
20 Puerperal Sepsis
30 Other puerperal diseases ...
31 Congenital Ilish:lltu.r, 1-1- m. hlt1,||. gl:{,
80 "':1.:]1[:11. e :
38  Suicide
34 Other Viole nu
35 Other defined canses .
36 1ll-defined or not known ...

Special Canses (included in No, 35 above).
Small-pox
Poliomyelitis
I'oliceneephalitis

Al

53
10
50
91
19

10

3 b3 = = D

19
26

=
=
i

" —_—
s B b b o ol 1= I =]

it i ]
— e s O D
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TABLE I. B.

Deaths apportioned to the Wards of the Borough

Month High St.| King St. North |Stone 3t. Bridge Heath Totals
Jannary 11 8 a (i 10 | 8 52
February 14 8 ] 3 4 b 41
March 4 9 8 G 7 i 45
April ¥ 10 i H] ] IR &7
May 10 1 6 | 4 b | 4 33
June 6 3 9 (i | 2 3 34
July 3 ' 2 B 2 : 1 I 5 21
August 1 | 8 | 4 6 4 | 7 39
September = 5 | & 6 | — 4 20
Oetober 4 H 1 b 2 5 30
November 2 9 5 9 4 5 34
December 15 ' 6 | @ B 2 8 46
Add Transfers 32 | 20 27 | 16 21 L 138

Totals 135 02 100 &0 ] 100 HIRY|
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TABLE IIa.

[xraxT Momtanity. Apportioned to the Wards of the Borough.

High Street Bridge King Street Stone Streed Heath North
| K1) p n H i (K]

TABLE IIb.

Ixraxt Mortariry, 1937,  NETr DEATHS FROM STATED CAUSES AT VARIOUS
Aces uxpeEr 1 YEAR oF AGE.

< | = 2
- < |E |le2ieSgsla.
i - - BN = - F o
Causes of Death = & = 5 = e | oy B | f =g 2
e -~ |Z | 8|28 |Es|lselEa=8
s | 2| 82| BI- g lElac|EulELliD
= | =2 | | D opgele 2 e R agis ey 4
= O O e O = = B~ B = = = ™
=2 | A | ™| m Bl S s 2
All Canses e 15 # 1 1 |23 | 8 ] 1 39
Small-pox - ool | ey PO NI e S IS | 1 o AR =i
Chicken-pox ... o] = = e =] = === .
Measles i i S0 (VS |EFSE e e SR B (REERCE (I
=ecarlet Fever ... F = e N -
Whooping Cough ... i | (BSSEE | HSSR (PESE! SEN NEH B R RESI (L S =
Diphtheria ... e = R (S Ry iRt [t SRR B PR S |
Erysipelas i ] e, e L (Eul | Ewets) i e
Tubereular "ulrulu'f:ltls i — | — | — = = S (S |
Other Tuberenlosis Diseses B e (RS FRE = S W (SR (DS
Meningitis (not Tuberculonsg R e : — e 5 1 1 = 9
Convulsions ... Tl (Wi s [ e i s S e e
Bronchitis ... P CEERL BTl Vo sl e B e S et | (RS co] [RITR |  |
Pnenmonia .. . - ] = | = =}="]=<1]=1.8 1| — | 4
Diarrhoa = =] =] =] =1=] @2 : 9
Enteritis ol | SR | e RPN (US SR IR |l BN el
Gastritis i il == =|=|=|=]=|—=|—=]|-
Syphilis % = Tl T ] (] Lo
Rickets & f e (et R SN]SR [T | BT i) (Y
Suffocation, overlying S e el o Sl SO (R (s W R G
Injury at birth ¥ | == | ==l L=l =
Atelectasis 1 —_ | - — == |]=1= 3
Congenital Malfor m.mu|:|- sl M e e e ] 5 | Y A ' 3
Fremature bart . o | == | — Bkl 250 sl - 5
Atropthy, Debility and Marasmus...| 4| 1| 1| —| 6| 1|—|—|1 8
Other Canses 1| = = 1 6| 1| —=| 2| —1| 8

f Legitimate 607

Nett Live Births in the vear i
: E U Hlegitimare L, i 39

G e M [ Legitimate 28
Nett Deaths in the year -+ Illegitimate |
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TABLE IIL

Axxvan Statistics REramizg to Matersity Home ror YEAr 1937,

(1) Name and address of Institution Maternity Block, West Kent
General Hospital, Maidstone.
2) Nomber of Maternity beds in the 2 until 14/9/37.
[nstitution (exclusive of isolation 8 since 14/9/37.
and labour beds).

{3) Number of Maternity cases admitted 64
during the year
(4) Average duration of stay 14 days,
(5) Number of cases delivered hy—
(a) Midwives 2
“‘r'l Doctors 1
{6) Number of cases in which medical | Daily visits by the Medical Officer.

assistance was sought by a midwile
in emergency

(7] Number of cases notified as—

(a)} Puerperal Fever Nil.
(b} = Pyrexia 9
(8) Number of cases of Pemphigus Neo- Nil

natorun.

(2) Number of Infants not entirely breast- J
fed while in the Institution

(10) Number of cases notiied as Oph- Nil.
thalmia Neonatorum

— e ——— . —.

(11) Number of Maternal deaths : Nil.
(12) Number of Infant Deaths— |
(a) Stillborn | o
| ]
|

(b) within 10 days of birth
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TABLE IVa.

Summary of Bacteriological Reports.

Boarley Supply.

(2 Samples).

£

Number of micro-organisms per cubie centimetre living
and capable of development upon velatine at 22° C,

Number of micra-organisms per cubie centimetre living
and -.‘.'I|:I:Ih]l1 of development upon agar at 37" C.

1

MICROBES OF INDICATION :

Bo oeoli...ooioiisiviniisnnenisisasses senvocnpsent from 100 o
Streptocoeei ... ceveiveiincnnn..... absent from 100 e.c.
B. weleliliooooiiiiiismens sanssnvassnnnnssa-absent from 16 c.e.

TABLE IVb.

Summary of Bacteriological Reports.

Cossington Supply.
(2 Samples).

b

Number of micro-organisms per cubic centimetre living
and capable of development upon gelatine at 22° C.
10

Number of micro-organisms per cubic centimetra living
anil 1'!‘IEI'Ih'.'I= of I.ti.‘:"l'l']l”Jll-!II!‘l:lf upon agar at 3 C,

£}
-

MIVROBES OF INDICATION :

B B0l s s s ibaan t from. 100 ¢, c.
Hfr"'[llut‘"tl'i esnnmansienserssnsinserrarys abaent from 100 c.e;

B. welehii.....ooocovvcveveeciinieieninensabaent lrom 16 e.o,
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TABLE IVe.

Summary of Bacteriological Reports.

Cossington Well.

(2 Samples).

| b=

Kumber of t'llil'l'ﬂ-ﬁl_L::lll'i=|I]H [eE ciibie centimeter H\'i]l;_f
anil capable of development npon gelatine at 22° C,

Number of micro-organisms Jie cubie centimetre livinge

and capable of development npon agar at 37° C,

MICROBES OF INDICATION .

B. eoli.ciiniiiniviiis vaisiniacsissccabent from 100 e.e.
SLreplococel ..vvviirinrincanaennes voens Absent from 100 c.e.
B welthil . ooniismeiinnsnissniuaman nnece a0EeNG from. 1600,
M bacillus . o i present in 2 e

TABLE IVd.

Summary of Bacfteriological Reports.

Forstal Supply.

(2 Samples).

[ B

Number of miero-organisms per eubie centimetre living
and capable of development upon gelatine at 22° C,

Number of micro-organisms per cubic centimetre living
and eapable of development upon agar at 37° C.
q

Fa

MICROBES OF INDICATION :
B, coli.cooieriiiiieiiirinsnrenrsnneeoabsent from 100 c.e.

Streptococei ....ooovoes veviieeeao. absent from 100 e.c.

B.owalohili: i iininie s AbSERE T0om 16 ¢.c,




45
TABLE IVe.

Summary of Bacteriological Reports.
Ewell (Raw..
(2 Samples).

£

1. Number of micro organisms per cubic centimetre living

and l:'.'l'll.'illl:r of t!i"l.'rill]lt1l.l'll.1 e selatine at 22° O,
13%

2. Number of micro-organisms per cubic centimetre living

and eapable of development wpon agar at 37° C.

i

MICROBES OF INDICATION :

B BBL. i vinessnesaniissisnnnsssnassnner mogEnt From 100 ¢
BEEBPLOCOREE o reransuipisies s absent from 100 e.c.
B, welehii . ooiciiiniinn vennsvcnheent fvomy 18 c.oe.

TABLE IVf

Summary of Bacteriological Reports.
Ewell (Cholorinated).

{2 Samples).

Number of micro-organisms per cubie centimetre living
and capable of development upon gelatine at 22° C.

[

Number of micro-organisms per cubic centimetre living
anid :.'.‘J]I:I.]-ld.' Ufnit:'l.‘t-]uljnn-u[ upon agar at b
9

MICROBES OF INDICATION :

3. 00l iiii i i e e s e ees oo oAbBEDL [rom 100 c.c.

Streptocoeel ....oocvviviiieiien i enalabsent from 100 c.c.

B. welehil ....ovovviiiiiiisiissenssnsanans abgent from 16 c¢.c.
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TABLE Va.

Forstal Water Supply.

Ammania.

Uxvgen |

MNitrogen.

Absorhad. i
- : g | 4 =
Dateof | 5 | £ | 2. %, |[SE|E| ¢! 4| 3
Analysis. B = e £ -% | & < S & | Iron.
z = zo Z0 EL | = E £ =
& | B |mmga & T e R g
[ 1 + i
|
$.1.37. 000 | 0°00 | -001 | -004 | 381 |2:38| ‘35 000 23'8 |0-00
2.2 47, | 000 (00 i1 ‘003 | 358 | 224 | 20| 0°00 | 22:F |[0-00
30.4.37. 000 | 000 001 004 | 389 |24 | 27 (000 257 | 000
28.5.37. | 000 | 000 002 | 005 | 395 |2:38| 25000 | 252 |0-00
25 6,87, | 000 00 (i 005 39-5 (238 | 15 000 247 | 000
24.7.37. | 0000 | 0°00 001 | 004 | 389 | 235 21 000|247 | 000
28.8.37. | 0400 000 2 006 370 | 2421 2310:00 | 24-F7 | 000
17.9.87. | 000 0 G 005 | 2971 | 2420 21| 000 | 24°F7 | 000
15.10.37. | 0°00 =00 001 005 | 391 |2-38 | -23|000| 24°7 | 000
12.11.87. | ¢ 00 | 000 00 006 | 389 (235 27000 | 245 (000G
11.12.37. | 000 000 002 004 | 389 | 235 | 25 (000 | 246 | 000
Mean
results for | 0700 | 000 | 002 | -005 | 875 |235| 25000 24°5 | 000
1957, . _ '
All results are stated in grains per gallon.
TABLE Vb,
Cossington Water Supply.
Ammenia. ;!‘.fla';ﬂ" r.]! MNitrogen, ?
i = o i =
= j | = =2 2 | =
Dateot | £ | F | F, | Z5 |25 | £ | €| 8| § |wm
Analysis. = = | &= by =7 = = = <=
2 E 52 & ee | B = = -
= 2 ol g B - “ =
& |= | s
I I | '
8.1.37. | 000 LRI <001 R 2%:8 [ 130 | 28 | 000 | 154 | 000
5.2.37. 000 0-00 001 003 | 250 [1-33 201000 161 | 00D
0.3.87. | 000 Q-00 (N7 002 | 2490 | 1-37) 23| Q00| 176 | 000
9.4.37. | 000 | 000 001 ‘002 | 260 [1-51F +23|0°00| 165 | 0°003
30.4.37. 000 | 0-00 001 004 | 2472 (143 | 185|000 | 154 | 0°00
29.5.37. | 00O 0G0 003 006 | 238 [ 1'd4 | 30| 000 | 151 | 0006
25.6.37. 000 | 000 003 005 | 231 | 140 18000 | 14'8 | 0°001
24.7.87. | 600 | 000 002 006 | 234 | 1°48| 27| 000 | 151 | ©°00
28.8.37. | O (-00 i 006G 230 | 141 2H 000 | 151 | IR
17.9.87. 000 (100 g R RILE 237 (140 2510-00| 15°1 | 000
16.10.37. 000 | 000 | 001 | -005 | 237 [1:87]| -25|000 151 |000
15.11.37. | 000 000 001 006 | 234 | 144 20000 157 | 000
11.12.37. 000 TR 001 008 | 235 | 183 21 (000 | 157 | 0400
Mean | | ]
results for  0°00 . 000 0015 004 | 2471 [1-40)| 24000 156 |0-0008
1937. ,

All results are stated in grains per gallon.
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TABLE Ve.
Boarley Water Supply.

Ammonia. .-H'F:i«::-’f:-.-lc]l'. | Nitrogen. i
FAR o : g z s (%2 | E| 8|8 | & | o
Analysis. = = E ; E % = é | = 3 = =
é | E =5 =5 R | © | iz i =
=l = e ' E
s & | St ! - J B oo
12.1. 87 TR 000 Q02 004 | 26-3 |1-51 ‘ 4O 000 1670 | 000
h.2.87. ! 000 -0 RLILIY 003 | 272 153 41 | 000 | 185 | 000
6.3.37. | 000 -0 001 008 | 273 | 147 | 34000 174 | 0700
3.4.37. | 000 000 001 003 | 271 1-37 | 20000 154 | 000
29.5.37. | 0-00 R 002 004 | 262 | 1-40 | 221000 151 | 000
25.6.37. | 000 000 003 006 (249 |1-58| -26 | 0000 | 154 | 0005
24.7.37. | 000 0-00 002 W0h | 25-1 158 34 |0°00 154 | 0-0O
28.8.387. | 000 000 001 P05 | 255 |1:54| 38| 000 157 | 0-00Q1
17.9.37. 0-00 IR 001 0l b 1501 41 | 0400 | 154 | 0-00
10.10.37. | 000 0-00 (i 004 | 258 [1:B4| 835|000, 154 | 000
13.11.37. | Q00 000 i 006 |23+ | 144 20| 000 157 | 000
11.12.37. | Q00 000 01 003 | 2674 | 151 43 | 000 | 15°F | 000
|
Mean | '
results for | 0°00 0-00 002 004 | 258 |15 | 25 | 000 159 | 0-000
1937. _ . : . |
All results are stated in grains per gallon,
TABLE Vd.
Ewell Water Supply.
A Mo ii. ,: :':‘rlli-;ﬁ::l Mitrogen. : o
g | = e 2y | @ | £
Diate ufl' E E | f j . ! i";"' 7] g £ [ E | Iron.
Analysis, = = =7 b 88 | e = = |
g = 2 15 L G = = s |
3 2 ‘ i : || = 3
e _I_ .
30.4.37. | 0000 | 000 | -002 | -004 206! 1-75|°34 | 0°00 | 18'8 | 0°00
29.5.57. | 0400 000 | 002 | 005 20-3 179 (.20 000 | 174 | 000
25.6.37. | 0700 0 GO | 002 | 004 2883 1'86 | 16| 000 | 17°C | 000
24.7.537. | 000 o00 | -002 | 00 o283 193 |20 000 | 213 | 000
Q8. 8.37. | 000 000 Wil | 005 2051198 | +20 | OO} | 176 | 0-00
17.9.37. | 0700 0-00 | 001 | -004 293 193 20| 000 174 | 000
16.10.37. | 0-00 000 | 002 004 20:0 1 1-89 | 23| 000 | 171 | 000
12.11.87. | 000 000 | 003 | 007 J06 1°92 24 000 | 199  0-00
11.12.37. | 0700 | 000 | 002 | 0083 | 30°7 (192 24| 000 | 199 | 000
|
! | al B
Mean ! | |
results for | 0°00 000 002 004 29-6/1'88 | 22| 000 | 186 | 000
1937, .

All results are stated in grains per gallon,



Vital Statistics

TABLE VI
for 1937 and previous

+

6

years.

Death-Rate
Birth-Hate
Infant Mortality
Hate
Pulmonary
li].‘ll|:n-|'|-|| S5

Non-Palmonary
Tuberculosis

Diphtheria

Searlet Fever

1927 1928
12:3 | 100
|:r'] ]El'*.,‘
a9 11}
e | ol
20 1i
02 | 02
0o 07

1929 | 1930
126 | 1317
159 1671
1] ]
31 G
] o5
07

Avernpes

1957

04

1931 1932 1933 | 1934 | 1935 1936 fani
I 10 VEars
1121122 )11'5 | 10°7 | 10-3| 112 114
152 | 148 ) 187 | 13'8 | 14"0 | 148 149
i ol 31 38 ] H1: 15
ib ‘63 | 06 i | -BE 62 i
17 21 09 | 20| -11 17 15
Bk 0F 0 0L | 09| 06 | 06 05
- 02 | 04 02

P,

TABLE VII.

Birth-Rates, Death-Rates and Analysis of Mortality
in the year 1937.

Rate
per 1,000
population.

Annunal Death-rate per 1,000 population.

Rate per
1,000 Live

Births.

' = = I 4 5 |E
%l = £\ o . 2E |28
2| 5| #|8=| % & | ws| -8 ; 1S EE S
= = £ | D] E ; | MBS 8 = ¢ |§Ec|8y
nl&E| 2|28 Z1 2| 2|2 | 2| 85| & EEECE
& | = = |E=) = % = | S = = TR -
B | = - = = & 2 | = = = 2 gL 2=y
b | & | 2R & B #|F 2l 2| b BREE=
| :
England and Wales | 149 60| 124 O | (11 04 0y 4.5 = | ha | H8
j‘,{ﬂ-t'u‘,uul}' Boroughs | 14°9 67 | 12D (41 03 | 0] 04 08 39 | ‘da 70| 62
and Great Towns,
ineluding London
148 Smaller Towns 153 G | 119 0 "2 01 3 o 15} 42 42 32 55
Resident Populations
95,000 to 50,000 at .
1931 Census _ ) )
London 3 *0d | 123 () - 01 01 ‘06 03 38 51 120 | 60
Maidstone 187 B3 1111 0l s i) 0 04 a5 S 16 i
The maternal Itm:l'!u]i;ﬂn' rates are as follows ;-
["|.1|a1'|uu|'c|.] "-""I"‘“i""' Ot hers, Total.
per 1,000 ( England and Wales 07 226 Efﬂ
Live Births. | Maidstone ... G4 3-10 T4
per 1,000 f England and Wales 04 2-17 311
Totul Births, | Maidstone - 447 2408 745



List of Rooms and Articles
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TABLE VIIL

during 1937.

Disinfected

Month. % .

-
|
January '1'.’5
Felmuary ... =-“:
March 45
April 22

May

June

e —

July

————

August

September

——

Oetober

December st

64

November. . 35’-1| a7

80

Totals | 445| 364 HIl 5700 610

13| 39 65 11 38 6 _15'132

23

| —

17

g | 4 - 3
gl=2lE|lE|l8 |G|l a|B| = |8
21 el8|2|2 s =|E| € |8
o = B 2 | &= EEl= | = = ok
ol | = | - By £ 2 A s = - =

ol Sl o doeut B . |
39 14 16 uﬂi 14 84 6 12| 174] 444] 24
| | 1 1 At
« X | | S i S
o8l 14/ 35| e62] 18 31| 5 14| 108 2343 1
45 18| 43| 69| 18/ 38 B 19| 167 465 29
20 9 26 41 9 zzi d 8 228 386 192
;_ e P e e e | ————
ﬁ! 2 19 31 2 10 3 3 20 102
20/ o 25 420 9 16 3 & 110 260 10f
| o ik e I T TSN S pae Ll
| | | = t | = =
l 22f 11| 25 45 100 20 3 7 113 28 1
e (S s = e __I__.: 2
44 :mi 112 70| 22 59 15 20| 199 6359 18
18l e 158 1s|l 7 16l s 14| 1571 400 9
40| 14| 36 61 16 41] 8 11;134 403 15

15 {'J| o Wi 137 424 22
|

395/ 15

146 874 67 15301672, 4548 130




METEOROLOGY.

The detail of meteorological observations is set forth in

Table IX.

The mean reading of the barometer for the year is 29-60,
the highest mean reading being for May 29-74, and the lowest for

April 29-28.

The hottest month was August, giving a mean of the maxi-
mum readings of the thermometer in the shade of 777, and the
mean of the minimum readings of 56°, while the coldest month
was December, with a mean of the maximum readings of 42° and

a mean of the minimum readings of 347,

The prevailing winds were S.W., there being 83 days on

which the wind was in this quarter.

The total rain-fall for the year was 33-49 inches, the heaviest
amount falling in January, viz, 520 inches, while in July the
amount registered was "84 inches, this being the driest month

of the year.

There were 199 days in the year on which ‘01 of an inch or

more rain fell.



TABLE IX.

trcorp ofF MerEoronocy 1937, Reramive P'rorortion or Wixn,
Taken “"il." al 9w, m,

‘ Errative Proronriox o Wixn,
‘ - ;
MoxTH,
N. |NE IN.W.| S8 S E O SW, 14, W,
|
1
- B S5 S
January A 1 1 ] i T [ 5 2
Felbirnary e 2 - 1 o b | 10 7
Mareh .. I I 5 0 2 7 2 1
April =k 4 2 6 1 B 7 1 B
May ... o b 7 3 G 7 " a
June 4 1 2 5 3 3 8 1 7
July J 1 — 2 2 4 10 3 9
August 1 —- 9 1 8 i 3
September | — 2 i 3 8 6 |
October : | 6 1 | i ] 1 3
November (S 4] 2 ] ] 3 2
Diecember ‘3 ] 5 a 2 5 2 ]
Totals ...| 18 as il 35 72 | 83 19 16
| & : 4 o
| 5~ 5 @ &=
S | =e = = : e
Moxrn. g | T= - 3 ae
G e | S E = [
& = M o e =
2 z = z 2 = .=
== =T = oo - B =
- i | = B = = =] ==
e | 2
| | r l
January el 29765 | 45 36 5. 20 23
Febroary el 2O41 | 48 38 3-8 i 24
March ... | 20047 ‘ 46 a4 | 3-85 | 23
April ... .| 29728 | BT 44 o488 | 18
May ... .. 2074 | i 49 252 | 16
June ... : 2073 | 7l a2 224 15
July ... | 2084 i3 o 84 11
August ol 2968 ii a6 184 8
September .. 2940 i 48 2:12 5
Oetober a1l | T | 4G 2-41 14
November .. 2060 | 17 35 1:70 10
December o] 29D | 42 34 441 22
|
el — [ ot
Averages & Tota I.t:i
for the Year ...... 2060 08 44 33-49 199
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RECORD OF SUNSHINE DURING 1937,
Mounth. Haours, Minutes,
Janunary ... o ]
Febriary.. ad 12
Mareh 116 42
April 114 18
May 173 06
June 198 18
July 145 T
Aungust 213 bl
September 151 S
October ... 80 42
November 45 36
December = 00

ToraL

1347 hours

00 minutes,
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BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE.

GENERAL SUMMARY.

Population (estimated 1937) .. 47,290

Number of Inhabited Houses (1921) ... TP 1 [l 5

Number of Inhabited Houses (end of 1937) according to

Rate Books ... e 12,600
Average Number of Persons per House (1921) ... 46
Average Number of Persons per House (1937) .. 38
Area 2,972 acres
Density ... ... 1'Y persons per acre
Annual Birth Rate ... per 1,000 population 137
Aunual Death Rate o 7 11-1
Phthisis Death Rate i ; 76
Other Tuberculous Diseases Death Rate |, o ‘15
Cancer Death Rate 5 - 1-46
Infantile Death Rate per 1,000 Births ... 60-4
Live Births ... { :I;:::f]es L Fe i o s
Deaths { ;‘li?.:lea, é?‘é } 570
Excess of Births over Deaths ... 76
Comparability Factor . . 92

Elevation.—The population reside at a mean elevation of 70 feet
above sea level, ranging from 20 to 250 feet.
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