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RURAL DISTRICT OF HAIDSTONE

Central Health Department, Public Health Department,
13, Tonbridge Road, 134, London Road,
Maidstono. Moidstone.
Telephonaet Maidstone 54072 Telaphone: Maidstone 56871

To: The Chairmaon and Moembors of Maidstona Rural District Council.

Mrs Choirman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present ny fifteenth Annual Report on tho
health of the Rurzl District of Maidstone.

nce again the vital statistics of your District show an en-
couraging picture of over all good commwnity health. As one would
expect in a "young" distriet, the high birth rate was not only
maintained, but slightly excecded that of last year, nnd this was
matched with a fall in tha daath rate.

The slight increase in the infantile mortality figure is not
significant encugh to indicate any adverse trend, but one is always
disappointed to see any inerease at all in this particulnr index.
No death oceecurred from childbearing or sbortion, and you have the
unique position this year of shewing a nil return for tuberculosis
mortality.

Although the total of cancer deaths is one lass than that of
1970, the picture is very much the same in age grouping. The site
distribution displays curicus changes from last year - a large de-
erazse in cancor of the stomach and lungs, and a considerable in-
eranse in cancor of the breast, prostate and blaod. I doubt whether
this is due to any factor other than chanca, but I shall watch the
situation carefully.

I would like to take the opportunity in this Report of thanking
Mr. G.'!s White, the Chief Public Health Inspcctor, and the staff of
the Fublic Health Department, for their loyal and eco-operative work
throughout the yesr, and to express my thanks anlso to all officors of
the Council who have assisted in the work of the Departmont and helpad
in the smooth running of carrying out the policies of your Council.

In all respects the Chairman and Members of the Public Health
Committee and of the Council have given us their full support in our
endeavours, and tha knowledge of this co-operatiocn has helped us very
much .

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentleman
Your obadient Servant

F. H. M. DUMMER

Modienl Officer of Health

11th May, 1972,






STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

irea (in acres) .. i . L il S e i 34,487
Estimated resident population (1971) v EE e 28,830
Number of inhabited houses (according to rate books)

at the end of 1971 .. e . o - . . 9.025
Rateable value at the end of 1971 - an - - £1,052,520
Sum represented by a penny rate ae ) - P £10,250

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS

Male Female Total

Live Births T e e ' e aw 313 259 552
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population
cmdﬂ L L - L] LRl L] mil
Corrected . 'Y a-n . - 2113
Illagitimate live births per cent of total
live births T A ' T - e II-B
Stillbirths - . e - - . 5 2 T
Stillbirth rate per 1,000 live and stillbirths 11.8
Total live and stillbirths i o g 318 ari 589
Infant deaths (deaths under 1 year) .. .. 3 5 8
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births 153.7
Lagitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate
livﬁ hil't-l'lﬁl L] L] E R - 'yl . mla
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegiti-
mtﬂ 11"‘3 hirthﬂ L) L) - LN ) LR} 3‘5"'5

Nao=natal mortality rate (deaths under four
wealts per 1,000 total liwe births) an 12

Early neo-natal mortality rate (deaths under
one weak per 1,000 total live births) .. 10.3

Perinatal mortality rate (stillbirths and deaths
under one week combined per 1,000 total live and

nti.ll.birthn:! - a K e '] & e - 22
Maternal mortality (including abortion) .. -
Rate per 1,000 total live and stillbirths =
Deaths w e - o & o e 156 .'I.ﬂ'EI 3&5
Death rate per 1,000 population

mdﬂ L L] - -w - - (] 12

corrected an - - s e s 8.6
Death rate for England amnd Wales By 11.6






INFECTIOUS AND OTHZIR NCTIFIABLE DISZASES

ANALYSIS IN AGE GROUPS

DISEASE

Under

3-4|5-9

10-14

15=24

25-45

h&-65

66 &

over

TOTAL

Measles

Dysentery

Scarlet fewver
shooping cough
Infective jaundice
Diphtheria

Tetanus
Encephalitis
Ophthalmia neonatorum
Foliomyelitis
Leptospirosis
raratyphoid fever
Typhoid fever
Food poisoning

Malaria

11| =

22

12

TOTALSE

43

The year 1971 saw a dramatic fall in the incidence of measles compared

with 1970.

There were no unusual cases of infectious disease.

This was due to the resumption of amkti-mensles vaccination, the
effect of which will be seen more and more significantly in later yoars.







INFECTIOUS AND CTHER

ROTIFIADLE DISZASES

MONTHLY DISTRISUTION

DISEASE

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

alugust

September

Octobar

November

Decembor

TOTALS

Feasles

Dysentery

Scarlet fever
Whooping cough
Infective jaundice
Diphtheria

Tetanus
Encephalitis

Ophthalmia
neonatorumnm

Acute poliomyalitis
Leptospirosis
Faratyphoid fever
Typheoid fever

Food poisoning

Malaria

10

an

TOTALS

11

14

43
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IMUNISATION AND VACCINATICHN (Cont'd)

The returns for imounisation and vaccination continue
to be maintained at a reaseoncble level. One is particular-
ly pleased to sce that poliomyelitis protection is being
susteined to o good degree, and that rubellas and measles
vaccination both show on upward trend.

The ever-increasing spread of travel sbroad domands
protection and I am porticularly anxious to urge persons
leaving the ecountry to protect themsslves agoinst the en-
teric group of fevers by having T.a.B. vaceination well
in advance of their journeys.

FOOD POLSONING

During 1971 five casas of food poisoning were for-
mally notifiad, all of whieh proved on investigation to
be positive. These notified enses invelved three house=
holds.

Two cases which were informally reported were also
investigated and these also proved to ba positive.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH (INFECTIOUS DISEASES) REGULATICNS, 1968

Arising from tha investigation of one of the cases of
food poisoning mentioned above, it was found necessory to issue
a Notice under the above Regulations requiring a food handler
to cease work until clear of infection. This Crder was in
force for fourteen days.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACTS, 1948 and 1951

It was not found necessary during the year to toke action
under Section &7 of the nbove Regulations,






Physician, for the following details of the numbers of contacts

TUBERCULOSIS

I am indebted to Dr. A.P. Bentley, the Consultant Chest

of known cases of tuberculosis examined during the year, and
These

the number found te be suffering from tuberculosis.
figures relate to the area of the Chest Clinicy which coincides
with the srea of the four authorities, liaidstona Borough,
Maidstone Rural District, Hollingbourn Rural District and

Malling Rural District.

{a} Number of contacts, seen during 1971 of
newly notified cases of tuberculosis .. aa . 178
(b) HNumbar of contacts examined during 1971
of coses notified prior te 1971 .. an ' . 138
(¢) Number of contacts in (a) found to be
gsuffering from pulmonary or non-pulmonary
tuberculosis .. 5= ws *s . a“n . wa -
(d) Number of contacts in (b} found to be
suffering from pulmenary or non-pulmonary
tubemulnsis - e - w - " @ - & w as 1
NET CASES DEATHS
AGE GRCUFPS
(years) Fulmonary | Nen-sulmenary | Pulmonary | Non-pulmonary
M F M F | F M F
o - 1 - - = - - - = -
2 - 4 - - - - - - - -
5 =14 - = = - = - —
i5 = 24 1 - — - - = = =
25 - 34 - - - = F e - -
35 - L S - - - - - -
65 = 5h - - - = - - - -
55 = Gk - - - - - - - -
65 = 7h 1 - - = - - - -
75 and over - - - - - - - =
TOTALS 2 - - - = - - -
Once again the number of new cases, at 2, is extraordinarily
lows The de=cscalation of tuberculosis as one of the major causes

of mortality is demonstrated in the table by a '"nil' return.






CANCER

Tha number of deaths from cancer in the Haidstone Rural
District during the past ten years is given below:-

L T =
1965 a-w & & LR jig
1964 G I i
1'96‘5 - W @ Efi
1964 sl Res Feg 1o
1967 Bt s 150
1960 B Ve v 162
1%9 - " - . L 61
L 0 e D
19710 Han Lai e 23

Daaths from cancer in 1971, distributesd acecerding to
sitesi-

Sita Male Female Tetal
Cancer of Oesophagus i 1 2
Cancer of Stomach 1 2 >
Cancer of Intestine & 5 i1
Cancer of Larynx - - =
Cancer of Lung,

S 10 % 14
Cancer of Breast - B 8
Cancer of Uterus - 3 3
Concer of Prostate 8 - 8
Laukagmia 2 1 3
Other sites 11 10 a1
TOTALS 39 3k 73

age Groups Male Female
0 = Ii' - =
5 - 1k - -
15 - 24 = =
25 - 34 - -
35 - Lb 2 =
LS = S5 3 L
55 - 64 9 9
65 - 7h 10 9
75 and over 15 12
TOTALS 39 34







INFANT MORTALITY

] ]
£ &
3 n tl2 12|t |28
133|385 585 18(8 |52
LUSE OF DEATI K
EA TH ~| 8|5 é tg’ - P g |8 o9 |5~
PR T O T - I (- - —
2] 5] o o i [
= I | I o F | F "E 1 | = + T
Slala|n]é w5 [ |8 |&5
Cardiae failure =] =] =] = - - =] == 1
Congenital heart disease 1| - - | = 1 = w | =} = 1
Intmeranial haemorrhage 1] =] =] = 1 - |l=1 =1 - 1
Respiratory Distress
2| =1 =1 = 2 = =] =] - 2
Syndragn
Bespiratory failure 2|1 - =] = 2 = | =] =] - 2
Tracheobronchitis =] = 1 - 1 e | -l =
6| -| 1| - 7 1| =] - - 8

The number of infant deaths at 3, has risen by 3 since last
year. This is still a comparatively low figure and is well below
the notional average.

I consider that at least 35 of tha =zbove deaths were unaveidable.

The generzl picture continues to be one of high efficiency in
the maternity and infant care service in the District.

-10—






TOTAL DEATHS, 1971

Causa

Hale

Fama le

1.
2a
3
b
Sa
B
T
8.
D

11.
12.

35.

Cholera

Typhoid fever

Bacillary dysentery and amoebiasis
Enteritis and other diarrhceal diseases
Tuberculosis of resoiratory system

Late effects of resciratory tuberculosis
Other tuberculesis

Flague

Diphtheria

Whooping cough

Streptococcal sore throat and scarlet fever
Meningococcal infection

Acute poliomyelitis

Smallpox

Measles

Typhus and other rickettsioses

Malaria

Syphilis and its sequelae

#All other infective and parasitic diseases -

Malignant
alignant
Malignant
Malignant
Malignant
Halignant
Malignant
Malignant
Malignant
Laukkaemia

neoplasm,
neoplasm,
neoplasm,
neoplass,
necplasm,
neoplasm,
nzoplasm,
neoplasmn,

neoplasm,

buceal cavity
oasophagus
stomach
intestino
larynx

lung, bronchus
broast

uterus

prostate

Cther malignant necplasms

Banign and unsoecified neoplasms
Diabetes mellitus

avitaninoses and other nutritional
daeficiencies

Other endocrine, nutritiomal and metabolic
diseases

Anaamias

Othar diseases of blood and blood forming
organs

Hentnl discrders
Meningitis

= I

10

I Wi i =

LT = -

34

/Cont.







TOTAL DEATHS, 1971 (Cont'd.)

Cauze Male | Female
L6 34
39. Multiple sclerosis - i)
40, Other diseasoes of narvous system and sense 1 I
organs
&1, hetive rhounatic fever = -
L2, Chrenie rheumatic heart disease - -
L3. Hypertensive disease 1 L
bh, Ischaemic hecrt diseasa 42 35
45, Other forms of heart discase T 13
6, Cerebrovascular diseasa 24 50
47, Othor diseasesof circulatory systen 6 8
48, Influenza - -
&9, Pneumonia f 15
50, Bronchitis and emphysema 10 T
51. Asthma 1 b
52, Other discases of respiratory system 3 2
53. Feptic ulcer b 1i
54, Appendicitis - -
55. Intestinal obstruction and hernisa = -
56, Cirrhosis of liver - -
57 Other discases of digastive systen - 1
58, Nephritis and neghrosis 1 -
59. Hyperplasia of prostate 1 -
60, Other disesses of the genito-urinary systen - 3
61. Abortion - -
62, Other complications of pregnancy, childbirth a e
and puarperiun
63, Diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue - 1
6L, Diseascs of the musculo-skeletal system and o 1
connective tissue
65. Congenital anomnlies 2
6. Birth injury, difficult labour etec. 3
67. Other causes of porinatnl mortality - =
68. Symptons and ill-defined cenditions = 1
69, lMotor vehicle accidenta 1 1
70. All other accidents 1 2
71. Suicide and self-inflicted injuries - =
72, All other external causes - 1
TOTAL 156 189













WATER SUPFLIES

During the year the iid Kent Water Company and the Maidstone
Uaterworks Company amalgamated to form one company.

As in previous years; there still remains a small number of
properties not connected to a mains supply provided by the “fater
Company. In each instance this is due entirely to the isolated
nature of the properties concoerned.

Sampling of water supply to the area continues to be carriad
out as a routine measure by the 'ater Company, samples being
obtained at the source of supply and point of distribution. all
sources of supply are outsids the Haidstone Rural Distriet with
the exception of the East Farleigh Fumping Station. Samples are
baing taken of the raw water and water following treatment prior
to supply, these samples being submitted for bacteriological ex-
emination and chemical analyses, 4 typical result from a chemical
analysis is as follows:-

Chemical Examination (Results expressed in parts per million)

Ammonia szline - - .- - e - L Nil
Ammonia "Albuminoid" .. -w e 3° . e Nil
"Oxygen Absorbed" in 15 minutes at 27 C.  «» s 0425
"Oxygen Absorbed" in & hours at z7°c. s ws 0:55
Nitrogen from nitrites *h aih w " .o Nil
Nitrogen from nitrates T . 16,4

Chlorine e - - - e " e e 370
Tn'tﬁl sﬂlid Reﬂ-id.uﬂ L - W (] LR (R ] L} 5‘!1?

Total Hardness (rs calecius carbonate) e e 380

Lead aw & e aw e e e y e Nil

Irﬂ'ﬂ il'l Eﬂli—lt-i-ﬂn - - - - - - .. Hil

Total iron .. - - e e " o W Nil

Zine ' e ww T " e - e [x Nil

Reaction [PH valua) e [ s e v e ?iﬁ

Appaarance .. e = . am a i aa Bright and
Colourless

Sadiment ' a-n X - - W - n w Nil

Opinion: This water is of high organic purity.






Examination of later Supplies during the year:-

Bacteriological Zxamination Chenical Examination
No. of Satis= Mot Ho. of | Satis- Not
Samples factory Satis- Samples | factory | Satis-
factory factory
Statutory
supply 12 9 3 - - -
undartakings
Frivate sources
pipa to 2 2 - 2 2 -
dwallings
Other private 0 & R
sources
Fublic Springs - - - b 2 -

The three unsatisfactory samples of

undertakings relate to:-

{a)

water service pipe had been broken.

(b)

A storags tank st a hop cnmps

Two samples obtained from a private dwelling where the

water supplied by statutory

In the first case the internal plumbing of the dwelling was super
chlorinatad and the service nipe repaired, after which satisfactory

sample results were cobtained by the water company.

The storage tank

at the hop camp was roplaced by 2 standpipe directly from the main at
the instigation of the department.

=15 =
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Information received from the Hid Hent Jater Company
indicates that they have beoen invelved in the laying of
4,798 yards of new water mains to new and existing proper-
ties within the area. Indication of the size of mains laid
is contained in the following table:-

Parish Yards Size
Bearsted 378 3n
679 AL

521 gn

1,160 10"

Boughton Monchelsea 150 Ln
Coxheath %51 &
&90 AL

East Farleigh 20 an
Linton 661 Ln
Loose 109 &
¥Yalding 279 L1

The Fluoride Content of Water Supplios

The fluoride content is negligible and is less than
0.1 parts per million.

Suiminﬂ Baths

There are seven swimming poolz at seven achools in
the district one of which is privately owned, these are
situated in the parishes of Bearsted, Loose, Boughton
Honchalsea, Marden and Staplehurst. Visits were nmade to
all premises during the season and advice was given on the
oparation and maintenance of proper conditicns where this
was found to be nocessary. During these inspections 26
samplaes of swioming pool waters were obtainoed and sub-
mitted to the FPublic Henlth Laboratory for examinations.
Only one sample was adjudged to be unsatisfactory and
this was due to a heavy bathing load at the tine of sanp-
ling. Follow-up samples, which were sntisfrctory, supported
this opinion,

It was found during inspection that generally tha
swinming pools were being responsibly managed and
conditions were good, as evidenced by the results of
somples takoens






REFUSZ AND PUBLIC CLEANSING SERVICES

In the early part of this year the refuse collection system
was reviewed and rescheduled with the assistance of work study.
Unfortunately many difficulties were experienced and for some con-
siderable time disruntiom and inconvenience occurred within the
department and regrettably to the ratepayers as a whole. From the
initial work study recommended scheme it became necessary to in-
crease the labour force by two men. Following this readjustment
the situation improved considerably and operated satisfactorily
for the remainder of the vear.

In gensral it can be accepted that werk atudy as such has
provided certain benefits in relation to labour stabilisation and
contentment on the one hand, but equally truthfully cannot be said
to ba the complete answer to the many practical difficulties and
issues associated with the service.

Manpowar

The establishment in comnection with the Public Cleansing
Service during the year was as follows:-—

{(a) Refuse Collection prior to
work study (Jan. = April)

Refuse Collection following
vork study

Increased to 16 men and subsequently to
17 men because of work study miscalculations

19 men

15 men

(b) Refuse Disposal - one tractor driver engaged
on refusae tip

{c) Cesspool Emptying - 7 men

Labour Statistics

1971
Men employed on refuse collaction 22
Men employed on cesspool cleansing T
FMen amployed on refuse disposal 1
Holideys 33L days
Sickness 353 daya
Absentocism 28 dnys
Loave (Compasaicnate) 18 days

The figures listed coencerning lest working days speak for
themsalvaes and indiceate the difficulty in operating an efficient
service acceptable to the public.

Abandoned Vehicles

Removal of abandoned vehicles is dealt with under the Removal
and Disposal of Vehicles Rogulations, 1969, In 1971 1% vehicles
were dealt with.

Civic Amenities iAct, 1967

Under this legislation the department endeavours to collect,
on request, bulky domestic refuse from houscholders. Difficulty
occurred during the year in meeting all requests due to the unavaila-
bility of labour and equipment. Periedical clearance of roadside
ditches and verges are also arranged as circumstances pormit.






Refuse Disposal

This is achieved by the controlled tipping method at our
Laddingford Tip. The general conditions continue to be satis-
factory and effective control has been maintainod by the use of
the four-wheel drive Hough H.30 International Excavator. During
the year continued efforts were made to elimimate nuisances caussd
by insects, vermin and fira. Neo complaints were raccived concern—
ing the tip operation.

Cesspool Emptying

In 1971 inereased free entitlement to houscholders was main-
tained. Individual premises with individual cesspools being en-
titled te three fres 1,400 gallon loads per annum and groups of
properties, served by a communal cesspool, six free emptyings per
annume During the year a total of 5,707 loads involving 7,989,800
gallons were collected and transported to dispesal sites.

Dapot

All ecleansing and refuse vehieles are normally garaged at the
Coxheaath Depot, exeeptions baing the van used by the Pest Officer
and the Hough Excavator which is stationed at Laddingford Tip.

The new Depot has been in operation sinee February 1970, and
has greatly improved the working conditions of your staff. Ua
have also saen the benafit of better facilities in relation to
storage, garaging, bulk fuel purchasing and minor vehicle servicing.

DRAINAGE AND SANITATION

In last year's raeport,; reforcnee was made to the Phase 2
Staplehurst sewerage scheme extonsion. In this particular instance
a Contractor employed cncountered financial difficultics and comple-
tion of the acheme was delayed for somo considerable time. However,
during the current year the schome was completed.

A main drainage scheme involving the majority of the parish
of Otham was commonced and completed during 1971. The extension to
the Barming sewerage system involving 22 premiscs was commencad and
without doubt will be completed in the first half of 1972.

A joint scheme involving this authority, Tonbridge Rural District
Council, and Cranbrook Rural District Council was commenced. The
sewerage works to this schome being situatod in the parish of
Horsmonden whilst the works affecting this Council involvae pamping
stations and lengths of public sewars

Finally a small extension to the Loose sgworage schene took
place providing main drainage for some six domestic propertics and
ona commercial propoerty.

The current year has bean one of considerable activity on the
part of thoe Engineer and Surveyor's Dapartment in respact of main
drainage schamas. Complotion of the schemes indicatod, will provide
raliaf to the cosspool enptying service and be a further step towards
the ultimste ideanl of main drainage availability throughout the
district.

- 19 =






SIMMARY OF INSFECTICNS

HOUSING

Number of houses inapected A . . s "
Numbar of other wvisits under Housing Acts . .
Murtber of drains tosted .. . e e e e
Kuober of drainage visits . h e " . "

Number of wvisits made in respect of Inprovenent Grants

and Building Regulations ,e o aa e s

FOOD AND TIATER

Numboer of Slaughterhouse and meat inspection visits
Munber of wisits re ‘later Supplies .. e . e
Nuober of wigits re Kilk and Dairies =i i P
bumber of visits ro Food and Drugs Act «. .a .

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Number of wisits re infectious discascs .. e .

GENERAL - PUBLIC HEALTH
Number of wisits under Public Health Acta e -
Refuse Disposal and Collection .- - - e

Accumulations .. . .e . . .e .s .s
Cleansing e. "o . - - " .e . e
Clean Air Act .. . “e .- . . . .
Caravan Sites and Control of Development act, 1960

Hop Fickers' Camp s as we . . s i
Factories Aet .. au e PR ak ain o ik
Shops Act s e . .o . e 'e " .
Bodent Contrel .. .s .e - . .e .e "a
Removal and Disposal of Vehicles Regulations, 1568

Miscellanzous e« a4 . e oas .s - e
Digeases of inimals and aste Food Order Visits .
Interviews with Buildsrs, architects, Owners, etc.

Collaction and delivery of samples to Public Health
Laboratory e 'L - ' ' ww e e

Revisits to prenises under notice .. aw - .e
fnimal Boarding Establishments act «. . e .s
Offices, Shops and Railway Prenises jct .. .e “s
Noise Abatement Act .. " P w . e - .e
National Assistanca Act .. . ws s . 1
Swicming Pools .. . e . . s - .
Child Minding .. s e ww s e e .
fork Study Meetings «. .a .o . " . s

School Lactures w e " e "e W e e

L]

LA

634
232
140
296

ai 1,223

-

-

-

Lz

505

236

195
510

2z
240
11
33
fply

k20
224
130
127

289

225
114
13
153
12

[






GENERAL STATISTICS

ROUSING DEFECTS HEIEDIED AND TiFRCVELENTS

‘lalls and Ceilings .a e - .- .
Rising and penetrating dampness remedied ..
Repairs to defective windows and doors P
Chimney stacks repaired +: 22 22 a2
Genaral repairs to roofs .. e - -
Provision for food storage . ‘i e
Repairs to staircases e . " “e
Repointing te briclowork . s aa -
Repair or replacement of floors e #n
Frovision of adequate wventilation .. e
Provision of adequate lighting .. e e
Replacement/treatment of timber T
Provision of central heating .. BE A=
Decoration .. .s s s we e .
Provision of hot woter supaly .. . .
Frovision of baths or showzrs and bathrooms
Provision of wash-hand basins .. e e
Provision of damp-proof course .. e .3
Frovision of adequate water supply .. e
Rewiring - .o e - . - 4

DRAINAGE
Erovision of saptic tanks .. - s -
Frovision of cesspools . . e .

Repairs to aaves guttering and downmspouts

Sinks prowided and/or repaired .. s¢  es
Repairs to closets .. ae "o ‘e e
Frovision of inspection covers .. . .
Frovision of flush closets P o .n
Hepairs to drains " e *a . e

Provision of new drainage s . .s e

L

84
25
B4
18
3h
15

21

(3]
6z

62
58
T
22
21

39






1

I1

i (a)

(b)

2 (a)
(b)

3 (a)
(b)

L (a)

(b)

i 1
6.

Ta

9.

HOUSING

Inspections of dwelling=houses during the year.

Total numbor of houses inspectaed for housing
defects, (under Fublic Health or Housing Acts)

Mumber of inspections made for that purposa

Housas demolished in clearance arcas .. .

Houses demolished, not in clearance arcas ..

ul'l.tit hﬂuﬁEE GIOE'ECI. R ] - W W " W
rarts of unfit houses closed - *s e
Numnber of parsons displaced from housas to

be closcd or demolished e . . .
Nunber of families disploacad from houses to

'h'& Gl‘ﬂsed or d.anullshed - Y W W
I-an’.t .'I'.I-CII.ISGE mﬁﬂ fi.t- LY LN LR} L) L

Other houses in which defects were remedied
after informal action under the Housing or
Fublic Hoalth acts e - P . .0

Unfit houses in temporary use e e -

Frogeedings under Section 9 of the Housing Act,

195? L] - - LA - - L] o
Froceadings under the Public Health aActs

() MNumber of houses in respeet of which
statutory notices were served o wh

(b) MNumber of houses in which defects were

remedied after service of formal notices by

(ij OWRETS o . @ -8 ' -a -
.{ii) Loeal suthority in
dafault of owners . . .

Housing act, 1957, Fart &, Overcrowding.

a (1)

(2)
(3)

B (1)

c (1)

(2)

D (1)

Number of dwellinga overerowded at the end
‘ﬂf t—h& }"E-:!II‘ = LN ] - . L LR ] L] L]

Number of families dwaelling therein - -
Number of persons dwelling thersin . .a

Number of new cases of overcrowding
reported during the year - . . wa

Neobor of cascs of overcrowding
relieved during the year . 'e e e

Number of persons concernod in such

CLsas - - o - - ] B L)

Farticulars of any cases in which dwelling-
houses have again become overcrowded after
the Loenal Authority have tazken steps for thao
abatemont of overerowding s . . .

& #

LRl

=&

-

'R ]

LA

R

G634
829

15

56

Wi A






IMPROVERENT GRANTS

Continuance of the Government's publicity campaign in relation
to improvement grants, has encouraged preperty owmers to the extent
of boosting applications almost 100% over last year's figures. As
I have indicated in previous reports this aspect of the Departoent' s
work involves a great deal of time by the Insy--%ars in interviewing
applicants in the initinl stages and subsequen:!y until the improve-
ment works are completed and final payment of grant made.

Improvement grants carried out on properties within the district
have resulted in the provision of the following anenities:-

16 Ventilated food stores

62 Hot water supplies

58 Baths or showers and bathroons
57 Jash hand basins

58 later Closaets

It has been apparent during the year under review, that there
has been a very marked tendency in ihe swing towards applications
for discretionary grant. This is 2 conplete reverszl of the situa-
tion in recent preceding years whon standard grants were the majority
of applications received,

It may be of interest to note that 106 applications for grant
were submitted, none being refused. 69 were in respect of discre-
tionary grants and the remaining 37 were standard grant applicaticns.
A total of £37,108 53p. was paid in respect of conmpleted grant schemes.
£27,963 50p. of this sum relates to 39 coupleted diserctionary grants
and £9,145 03p. to 34 completed standard grants.

QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATES

Owners may apply under the 1969 Housing Act for Qualification
Certificates which, when granted, enables them to raise the rents of
their preoporties to an econcnic level.

The nuober of applications involved in the eurrent yaor have
increased marginally over those of last year, the following applica-
tions have been mado:-

Applieantions under Section 45 received 135
n n n 45 granted 6
" n il §5 rafused -

n " n 46 (provisional approval)
recaived 5

H L n L6 (provisional aporoval)
granted 5






IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

Standard
Owner/COccupiers | Tenanted
1. No. of applications Received a1 16
No. of applications Approvad 21 16
No. of applications Refusad - —
2: No, of dwellings - works completed 21 13

T. dmount paid in Grants .. .. e i e £9,145 03p.

L, Average Grant per house e e aw 8 £ 268 AT D
Discretionary
Owner/Occupiers | Tenantad
1, Ne. of applications Received L 25
Nos of applications Approved L6 23
No. of applications Refusad = -
2+ Now of dwellings = works complotoed 26 13

3‘- F\.I'Hl:l‘lﬂ.'l‘.it 'Pﬂ-id il‘l Gl‘ﬂ.nts (W] (X ] & - L ﬂ?.%ﬁ 5ﬂpi

"k Average Grant per house e v e i E 717 0Olpa.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HZALTH
IN AES/ECT OF THE YEAR 1971
FOR THE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF MAIDSTONE
IN THE COUNTY CF KENT

Prescribed Particulars on the adhinistration
of the Factories act, 1961

PART I OF T:2 LOT

1 = INSFECTICNS for purposes of provisions as to health (ineluding inspec-
tions made by Public Health Inspector).

Numbar .
Premises on tnspoctions é::::tzn ﬁﬁﬁ:mgi:d
Register i i
(1) (2) (3) (%) (5)

(i) Factories in which
Sections 1, 2, 3, & and
6 are to be enforced by
Loeal Authorities .. .. 1 1 = =

(ii) Factories not inecluded
in (1) in which Section
7 is enforeced by the
Local iuthority .. .. 83 61 5 "

(iii) Other Premises in which
Sectien 7 is enforced
by the Local juthority
(excluding out-workers!
prﬁﬂisaa) a8 se a8 &8

TOT 4L Bl 62 5 =

2 = Cases in which DEFECTS were found, (If defects are discovered at the
premises on two, three or more separcte occasions they should be
reckoned as two, three or more "cases".)

Muober of cases in which defects Number of
wara found cagesd in
which
Farticulars Referrad prosecutionsa
Found | Romedied | To.H.M. By H.M. ware
Inspector | Inspactor institutad
(1) (2) (3) (L) (5) (6)
Want of cleanliness (S.1) = = - = =
Overcrowding (5.2) - - - - -
Unreasonable temperatura o 2, 3 " -
(5.3)
Inadequate wvantilation e = = " s
(5.4)







Particulars

(1)

Number of cases in which dofects
ware found

Found

(2)

Remedied

(3)

Referrod

To H.H.
Inspector

(&)

By H.M.
Inspector

(5)

Number of
cases in which
prosecutions
ware instituted

(6)

Ineffoctive drainage
of floors (5.6)

Sanitary convenienccs
(5.7)

(2) Imsufficiont

(k) Unsuitzble or
dafoctive

(e) Neot separate
for soxes

Other offences
against the Act
{not including
offences relating
to Outwork)

TOTAL

- 28 =







PART VIII OF THE ACT

Cutwork

(Sections 133 and 134)

Section 133 Section 134
Hntnte No, of ::-1::t- No. of | HNo. u!f‘ pro=|No. of ins-
of workers in cagsas of |sscutions tances of Notdces | Prosa=
i august list|default in|for failure|work in un- i ":ut;._mﬁ
required by| sending to supnly | wholesone
Section lists to lists premises
(133(1) (e) | Council

(1) (2) (3) (L) (5) (&) (7)
fearing
(Making 2 - - - - -
apparel) ete
Curtains and
furniture 1 - - - - -
hangings
Cosagues,
Christmas 4 ~ & n e _
stockings
atc,
Upholatery 3 - - - - =
TOTAL 10 - - - - =
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CARAVAN

SITES

Site

Enterprise Caravan Site,
Enst Farleigh

Hartridge Farm Caravan Site,
East Farleigh

The Retreat,
Nettlestead

®ipple Acres",
Tha Ratreat Caravan Park,
Nettlestead

Slaughterhouse Lane,
Staplehurst

Stilabridga,
Marden

Broad Forstal,
Mardan

CarnVeli SITES FOR

Proprietor or

Owner
Mr+ H: Smart

MI"'- ::..l-l'll.t and E:]"E-j
MaRaGs Chambers

Mrss P. Lamb

Mr. R.i. Lamb

Mra. G.N. Russall
Madidstona R.D.C.

i‘iI'E.p Me ﬂ.r.ld.
i-it"E.. Sl- BEIEI]IE!}"

SZABONAL USE ONLY

Enterprisa Caravan Site,
East Farleigh

Hedway harf Site,
Nettlestead

Twyford Boatyard Site,
Yalding

Hampatead Cottage Caravan Fark,
Ynlding

Rivarside Cafe,

Twyford Bridge,
Yalding

Tha inchor Inn,
Ynlding

Summary of data

Number of inspoctions 4.
Number of licensed sites

applications for licences

Appliecations for liecences refusad

Mr. He Smart

Mr. A.C. Buffervy,
Medway Tharf Ltd.

Mr, D.5. Chutar,
102, Blithdale Road,
ﬂ.hbﬂ‘j" _.fﬂ'ﬂ'dl SeE s

Mrrs J. Broedon

m'q Al-.l,i Fnt‘mSt

Mrs D. Brenchley and
Mrs. M. Brenchley

MHaximum Numbor

of Ceravans

25

110

12

15

10

120

During the year routine wisits have been mada to all caravan sites

situatad in the lnidstons R.D.C.
to ba satisfactory.

arcis

Genaral conditions have proved

Tha Retroat Caravan Site at Nettlestead was divided in two by the

Jjoint proprietors.
sites so provided.

& new licence has been granted for each of the two






HOP PICKERS! CAMP

Total nuober of Hop Fickers' Comps in use . we 51

Number of huts in use (estinated) s «s i «s 279 4+ 60 caravans

Eﬂtimti}d mmber of l:ic-\]:ﬂ:rﬂ & Y - - . 5"&
Munber of ins;:rec.t:i.-nns . X s - - . 'rljt

The estimated nuober of pickers is slightly less than last
year but these figures are not very reliable. Difficulty is en-
countered in making rensonable assessnents due to the character
and nature of the camps,. It would seem that there is more use
being nade of caravans each year and the nuober of huts in use
fall considernbly.

Surveillanece of hop camps included woter ganpling and in
one instance an unsntisfactory result was cobtained from a storage
tank, After rosresentations by the department, this tank was re-
moved and replaced with a standpipe direetly from the mains supply.

CLEAN AR 4CT

As in previous yesrs, because of the nature of this district,
little diffieulty is experionced with controventions of this Act.
The most common cause of complaint is the burning of naterials asso-
ciated with the recovery of scrap otc., and eightoen visits were
made in this respect.

ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT

Four establishoents applied for rencwal of licences and those
were all granted. The Council adopted more stringent standard con-
ditions based on the recommendations of the British Vetinary
association and these now form part of the licence conditions.
Inspections were made during the year to ensure that the conditions
of the licencas were being mat.
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FOOD COMPLAINTS

The following complaints concerning food alleged to be
not of the nature, substance or quality demanded by the pur-
chaser were received during the year:-

(1) Sausages affectod by mould growth
(two separate complaints).

(2) Minced beef alleged to be contaminated
with disinfoctant.

(3) Packet of pork snusages contanining fly
COOgs.
(%) Beef alleged to be discolourcd.

(5) Bread affected with mould
(two separate complaints).

(6) #Hilk bottle containing cement deposit.

(7) Pork meat affocted by docomposition.

(8) Cheese containing fly.

(9) Bag of sugnr containing foreign substance.

(10) Contents of can of stewed steak decomposed.

In casesnumbers 2/% the complaints werc not upheld on
invastigation and in case number 10 it was found that the
con of meat had been puncturcd by a nail in transit and as
this was on isolated incident only a verbal warning was issued.
In the other cases, after investigation and ecareful con-

sideration, warning letters were issued to the persons con-
cerned of the consequences of any future similar cccurrcnces.

MILY SUFFLIZS

Number of registored distributors .. o i P 30
Nutiber of registered dairios .. " i . . NIL

The function of sam3ling milk supplied at retailers!
premises is the responsibility of the llent County Council,

Statistics submitted by the ¥ent County Council, con-
tained elsewherc in this report, show that 23 samples were
obtainad from retsilers within the Maidstone Rural District.
In every instance the results proved to be satisfactory.

- 33 -






OFFICES, SHCPS AND RAIL LY FREMISES ACT

Nineteen premises were registercd under the ict during the
year and it is indicative of the general lack of appreciation by
enployers of the need to notify employment of persons that all
but one of these were pronpted by an inapoctors visit. The total
nunber of prenises at the ond of the year wans one hundred and two
and this is slightly higher than any previous year.

Only cne ancnymous complaint was received and this related

to an alleged breach of the requirements on temperature in a ware-
house. On investigation it was found that enployecs had accoss to
a room containing an electric fire and, ag it was improctieable to
heaat the warehouse to a temperature of 16 C, this was in nccordance
with the provisions of the Jet. Information from the management to
nawly-arrived employoes seened to be lacking and this was spoedily
remadiaed.

Inspections were made of 95% of all registered prenises during
the year and as has been the ease in the past the Council received
the co-operation of empleyers in seeing that matters drawn to their
attention were dealt with promptly. I am plcased to report that it
was not neccssary to resort to legal proceedings in any instance.
Contraventions noted wera of a miner nature and relatad mostly to
the need for the maintenance of decorations and floor coverings,
the provision of abstracts of the /ict and thernmometers.

The Department of Employment has asked whether any particular
problenis have been encountercd with enforcement in warchouscs and
I am pleased that difficultics have not so far been experienced in
this district with this particular class of prenisas.

No accidents were reported and although this is gratifying on
first sight I oust adnit to being a little dubiocus whether employers
are becoming lax in reporting accidents. Even accidants of 2 com-
paratively minor nature often do result in a person beaing away fron
work for more than three days and therefore these should be reported
to conmply with the set. It would be helgzful, I feel, if the
Departmant of Employment could issue information sheots explaining
the liability and nead for reporting accidents z2nd those eould be
given to employers whoen inspoctions ore nade.
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SLAUGHTZRHOUSES

Number of licensad slaughtoerhouses .. .
Mumber of premisos clesnsod during the year

MEAT INSEICTION

Slaughterhousc

West End, Morden .. ..
High Street, Staplehurst

Total ..

- L] Ll 2

No. of Animnls

Fer Cent

Slaughtercd

- l*ﬁm
L hii

=17 11534

T7+3%
22.7%

LO0%

Carcases Inspected
and condamnnad

Cattle
Excluding
Cowa

Cows

Calves

Sheep
and
Lambs

TCTAL

Number killad
Number not inspected

306 13

-— -

Th1

1,834

All diseasos axcept

Tuberculogis and

Cysticerci

Whole carcasocs
condemnned

Carcasas of which some
part or organ wos

condanned

14

153

Tubgerculosis only

dhole carcases
candenned

Carcases of which some
part or organ was
condennad

Cysticerei

Carcases of which socma
part or organ was
condennod

Carcases submitted to
refrigeration

Generalized and totnlly
condamned

The majority cof 2ll earcascs exanined have boon for the trada of

the butchers owning the slaughtorhouses.

48 in previous years the

standard and guality has been maintained and co=operation betwoon the
owners and the department has continued to ba good,

Government requircments i.c., 100% inspoction of nll eorcoses
slaughtored, has again boen achieved without the necessity of involyv=-
ing overtime by the inspectorata.

-5?_
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955

Deteils of somplos tazken by the County Samplin
during the yeor ended 31st December, 1971,

Sntia- Unsatis=
factory factory

Hi.l.k L ] L L] - - L] LR 23 —
Butter, margarine; lard, cooking fats,

cheese (including processed choesa) .. 2 -
Iinned meats, meat, fish, fish and

mant pastos .a - e s -n [ 1

Sugar, sugar confectionery, flour
confectionery, choeclate products,

cereals & i e e e i I 1
Tea, coffee, cocon, beverages, minerals,

cordials L] - W ' e - - 9 =
Jams, preserves, honey, jellies .. . i -

Dried fruit, raw fruit, vegetahbles,
tinned fruit and vegotablas - .
Fieckles, sauces, vinegar, condiments ..
Drugs, madicinas .. .e .e . .
Iﬂ-ﬂ CI‘BBI!I . L (] L ] - -
Beer, winas, spirits .. - *s .
Miscellancous . .o .e o an

ol v v mmi

ISl i wel

Unsatisfactory Samples

Bacon

Contaminated with ninetoen dead fly larvae and twe live
larvoe wore nsgsocioted with the wrapper. Retailor cautionad.

Bread

Contaminated with growths of mould monilia. Due te delay
in complaint being made, mo further acticn other than notify-
ing the bakery.

Baby Cough Linctus

Balow the declarcd strength of chloroform. Old gtock.
Further sample to be token,

Cassata Ice Croeam

Contained 16% of mixed fruit but pictorial representation
en eontainer suggested a higher percentage. Firn agreed to amend
labals

ICE CREAM
In addition baetoriologieal samples of unwraspoed ice erean
werae token by the department from five premises and one mobile

vehicle and all were found to be of the highest standard i.e.
Grada I.
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RCDENT CONTROL

Sunmary of Inspections and Surveys
made under Rodent Control

Type of Property

Non=
Propertiecs other than Sewers Agricultural Agricultural
1. Nunber of properties in district 10,030 1,006
2. (a) Total nunber of propertios 571 22
(ineluding nearby pronises)
inspected following
notification.
(b} Number infested by
(i) Rats 395 22
(ii) Mice 184 23
3. (a) Total number of properties 287 -
inspacted for rats and/or
miee for reasons other than
notification.
{(b) KNumber infestad by
(i) Rats 19 -
(ii) Mice 2% =

The service provided by the Council, as in arevious Years,
dozls with all aspects of pest control. It is adnitted, however,
that the oajority of this work doas in fact relate to the eontraol
and elinination of rodent infestation. The number of treatoents
pade during the yesr under roview are considerably lower thzan thoso
made during 1970. This reduction is attributed entirely to the
fact that your Pest Officer was absent from work for a pericd of
three months, due to illness. Nevertheless there have been nmany
instancas when members of the public hove expressed their satisfac-
tion with the service provided.

During the yesar several routine inspections and treatnonts
were carried out to perts of the sewerage systen in the following
parishas:

Staplahurst Linton Hill

Bearsted Collier St., Yalding
Harden Coxheath

Barming

In general these infestations were very often linited to smnll
puniping stations and small soctions of public sowors,
PL5T CONTROL

In addition to the above nentioned work, your Pest Officer has
doalt with the following infostations:-

Flies 13 Fleaa 24 Ants 3
Mites 3 Cockroaches 3 Ground Beotlas B
Bod Bugs 2 Silver Fish 2 Bats >
Red Spiders 1 Disinfection &L

Mrs Curties, the Fest Officer involved, has as usual ecarried
out his dutics efficiently and with enthusiasm; although in sone
instances under scvere difficulties and handiecaps.
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Birth Rates, Death Rates and Analysis of Mortality

in the year, 1971
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