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RURAL DISTRICT OF MAIDSTONE

Central Health Office, Health Department
13, Tonbridge Road, 26, Tonbridge Road,
Maldstcone, Kent, Haidstnna, nt.

Tel.lNo:= Maildstone 4072, Tel.No:= Maldatone 51163,

To: The Chalrman and Members of Maidstone Rurel District
Council,

Mr., Chairman, Madam and Gentlemen,
I have the honour to present the Annual Report for 1958,

There four eriteria which are generally taken to
indicate a satisfactory state of health in a community.
These are, a low death rate, a stable or rising birth rate,
a low tuberculosis mortality, and a low infantile mortality.
On all these counts Maidstone Rural District is in a favour-

Eh%i position, The comparison can be seen in the following
able =

England & Weles | Maidstone R.D.C.

Infant mortality rate 22.5 10.13
Tuberculosis death rate 0.09 0.05
Birth Rate 16.4 16,31
Death Rate 11,7 8, 56

The pages which follow indicate the wide scope of the
health services operating in your District, and show, too,
the wery considerable routine work which has to be maine
tained to ensure the efficient operation of these services.

You will see from Mr, Jolley's "Summary of Inspections”
that a totel of 5,569 visits have been made, which, when
divided between only two inspectors, means s very high pro-
portion of the worklng day used on travelling. The total
housing inspections this year have increassed by nearly 400,
the main reason for this being the concentration on the
Slum Clearance Programme,

In the fleld of infectlous disesses, there were no
cages of poliomyelitis in 1958, ms contrasted with 14
cagea in 1957, It would be wrong to dresw the inference
from this that poliomyelitls vaccine was responsible for
the disappearance during the year of this most crippling
illness. Pollomyelitis tends to come in waves and 1t mey
well be that the abasence in 1958 csn be explesined by the
pericdiecity of the disease,

It is true, however, that since 1957 the amount of
community 1mmun1t{ has inceessed very considerably, and
there is now a welcome feeling of security in the pro=
tection given by the vaccine., It ls, however, a sad
raflection on the sense of values of this sophisticated
age, that the most extraordinary publiclity methods have
to be employed before people can asgsess the price they
are willing to pay for health. This would not be so bad
if it were merely a question for the adult to choose his
or her lack of protection, but when that responslibility is
also extended to children it may well be tragic in the
omission.






The number of reinforcing lmmunisations against
diptheria haa fallen in 1958 from 255 in 1957 to 155,
Once again the warning must be given that our success-
ful immunity from diptheria lies in the maintenance
of the degree of individusl protection, and unless thias
protection 1ls reinforced at regular interwvals, it 1is
not unlikely that diptheria may become the menacewhich 1t
wad two or three decades ago.

I have said before that I regard immunisation
against diseases, and particularly immnisation which
hes proved universally successaful, as the birthright
of every child. I see nc reason to change this opinion.

One of the major public heslth interests which has
arisen during the year has been the concern felt over
the hazards of ionizing radiations. Although as a
rural district we have not been Intimately engaged in
the public health aspects of radiation, the Council will
recall that this subject has been spoken sbout in
committee on several occaslons, snd 1t 1s ons which 1s
obviocualy going to be of considerable importance in the
m®ear future,

This 1s a subject of great complexity, and we are at
a atage in its development making it seldom possible to
be dogmatic on any single sspect, I think, therefore,
it 1ls worth while to repeat what I have sald in reports
to other authorities, that we do know that the natural
background radiation, even in This nuclear age, is of
a far higher degree than any addition attributed to the
so-called "man-made radiations".

The intereat of local euthorities in the future will
be centred around the relationship of radiatlion to food
and water, and to.the dlsposal of radicactlve waste,

This latter problem is complicated, and in certain cir-
cumstances might well prove a heavy financial burden.
Intense research is going on, however, in order to
ascertaln a method less cumbersome and lesa costly than
the present one. The field of public health is expanding
rapidly, and we would meake a mistake if we were to ignore
this subject, however remote at the moment it would appear
to be to the inhabitants of the rural district,

It is my duty and pleasure to record my appreciation
of the very fine work of your Chief Public Health
Inspector, Mr. K, T, Jolley, and the Additicnal Inapector,
Mr, G. W. White. Both have had a great deal to do during
the year, and they have carried out their dutles in a
most efflcient and enthusiastic way. The tedious job of
duplicating this repeort has been cerried out by Mrs. C.
Enight, and I want to thank her for the way she has
tackled it,

I am also consclous of the continued suppert which
has been given me in my work by your Publie Health
Committee and the Council and I would extend my thanks
to all members of the Council staff who have been
direetly or indirectly connected with any health aspect
of the services operating in Maidstone Rural District.

I have the Honour to be,

Mr, Chairman, Madam and Gentlemen,
Your obedlent Serwvant,

FI Hi “- Dm-

25th June, 1959 Madical Officer of Health.
- -







Statistics and Social Conditlons of the Area

T T T e S . 0 |-
Estimated Resldent Population 1858 .. .. . .. 19,040

Number of inhablited houses, (according to raté
books at the end of 1958).. .. .. .. 6,525

R&taablﬂ “lue e @ aw . - - . . ﬂgﬂ,iﬁﬁ

Sum represented by a penty rate .. .o s« £795,28,04,

Extracts from Vital Statistics
Mele Female Total

. Iive Births .. N 139 296
Live Birth rate per 1 GDE population a1 . Crude -=15,54
Corrected - 16,31

still E‘irthﬂ LI ] LN  # W 2 1 '3‘
St1l1l Births rate per l,ﬂﬂﬂ live end still births - 10,03

Totel 1ilve and atlll birtha .. .. v o:  as 299

Iﬂf&ﬂt Dﬂﬂthﬂ L L " @ 1 E 3
Infant mortality rate per l,ﬂﬂﬂ 1ive births,total=- 10,13
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births,
legltimate = 10,71
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live birthas
111legitimate

Neo=natal mortality rate (first 4 weeks) per
1,000 1live births .. - 6.75

Illegitimate live births per cent of total live

births = 5.40

Maternal Deaths (including abortion) .. .. -
Maternal mortality rate per 1,000 live and atill

births =- -

Deaths from all causes .. s 148 141 286

Death rate per 1,000 pnpulat:l.an as ++ op OCrude=15,(8
Corrected= 8,56

Deaths from measles (all ages) s we s e -

Deaths from cancer (all sges).., .. .. . 42

Cancer death rate per 1,000 estimated resident
population .. 2.20

Deaths from whooping cough (all sges).. .. ..
Deaths from diarrhcea (under two years) .. .. -
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General Provlsion of Health Services in the Area

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE

The School Health Service, with school inspections
and clinies, the Maternity and Child Welfare Service and
the Daminiliary Midwifery Service, are now administered
by the EKent County Council, and are controlled by the
County Medlical Officer,

HOSPITALS

The hospitals are administered by the Mid Kent
Hospital Management Committee and the South Eastern
Metropolltan Reglonal Hospltal Board. The services
of the consultant staff are avallable at the West
Kent Hoapital and the County Ophthalmic and Aural
Hospital, Awailsble also is Preston Hall Chest
Hospital, and use is made by patients from the Maidstone
area of the hospitals in the Tunbridge Wells area, part-
icularly Pembury and the Kent & Sussex Hospital.
Additional beds are in use at Linton Hospital, and the
Fant Lane Isolatlion Hospital caters for post-operative
cases from the West Kent Hospital as well as for
infectioua disesses for which admisslon 1a reguired.

The nuraing staff for all the hospitals has been difflicult

‘to obtain, and there 1s a shortage of beds for the chronic

8ick end for the care of nold folk., Thia latter requirement
increases year by year and is a reflection of the steadily
increasing elderly age group in the population,.

DOMESTIC HELF SERVICE

This service is administered by the County Council and
is of great wvalue in providing care for aged and disabled
patients, and thus relieving pressure on the available
hospital beds. I often find that by the judicious use of
this service, elderly people are given the advantage of
essentlal domestic help, and tides them over a difficulty,
which, in other circumstances, would undoubtedly require
hospitalisation,

It is surprising to find such a large number of
elderly pecple with no near relatives, ard often, I am
sorry to say, relatives who are unwilling to help out
at this dependent stage of life.







Prewvalence of, and Control over, Infectious
Disecase

The lncldence of infeectlous disease in Maidstone
Fural District in 1958 was approximetely the same as
that for 1957, namely 319 cases compared with 313,

The unusual feature of the year, however, was the

i increased incidence of Sonne dysentery with 40 cases
| this year as compared with 3 the previous year, This
! ocutbreak began on lst December, 1958 after a case of a
| child attending the Nursery at ILinton Hospital had been

notified. It wes necessary to take energetic steps to
| prevent the untoward spread of infectlon through the
community, but particularly with regesrd to the in-
patients at Linton Hoaspital. The Nursery was closed
for a matter of 6 weeks, and only one case reported
from the hogsplital werds,

———

A lthough the number of notlflcations recelved
was 40, a great deal of work was involved in taking
samplea from contacts of actual cases, and the total
number of aamples 1n all amounted to 463. Sonne
dysentery is a highly infectious disease, and there
is no known immunising agent for use against it. The
greatest attentlion has to be pald to personal hyglene
ocnce the dlsease has been dlagnosed.

e

—

Once again there were no cases of Diptherla notified
during the year; a state of affairs which is slmost
entirely due to the maintenance of & level of Immunity
enjoyed by the commnity.

—————

Scarlet Fever produced 32 cases in 1858, none of
which ‘were serious.

There were no ceses of peollomyelltis last year, a=z
compared wlth 14 in 1957, It should not be ssaumed that
! the full explanation of this immunity from poliomyelltls
1s by any means due to the exlstence of poliomyelitis
vacclne, Poliomyelitls tends to come in waves, and 1t so
heppens that the 1958 season in this community was a
fortunate one,

At the same time 1t 1s true to =say that with the
increased amount of poliomyelitls vaccination beling
carried out, the feeling of security asgainst this disease
1=z heightened. The existence of a reasonable barrier in
the community will naturally tend to reduce the potential
focl of infection, and this poslition should be even
stronger in the comlng year.













POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION, 1958

The following table gives the numbers of persons
realdent in the Maldstone Rural District who received
injections against pollomyellitis durlng the year ended
3lat December, 1958:-

' I~ - 0 I~ ) O WD W D @0
Given two X MDD DD DN eSO & B B o
| injections R ~ = 00 00 T,
- o
JOiven third| + v @ @ @ @« © > = B© © «w & 4 ® © o

- - i
| Year of @598 magmmrmuﬁﬂcﬁ et
Birth |22 823 B BR2 Y gsyys|d
e e e e T e e e T T s e [

Last year there was a total of 878 persons who had
received a course of two injections agalinat policmyelitis.
The figure given above will include some of this number
who have now been given a third injection. The total,
howaver, who have received two injections in 1958 is an
encouraging one, When one considers the relatively small
number of peracns who have had a complete course of three
injections, it should be remembered that it was not until
September 1958 that the Minlstry of Health allowed the
extension of this scheme to enable a third Injection to be
glven, It 1s hoped thet in the next report the figure in
this section will greatly exceed the number for 1858,

Follomyelitis 1s such a crippling and insidious
disease that 1t behoves us to take every precaution that
is poasible to prevent the onslaught of this illness. It
is atill true that the majority of persons affected by
poliomyelitis are under the age of 15 years, and it has
been found that when the community barrier against
infection reaches a certain level, it is then pushed back
{urihﬁr until poliomyelitis is in truth "infantile para=-

yaias",

Maindstone and district in 1957 had a sharp and tragic
reminder of the gravity of poliomyelitis, and it must be
a source of great security to the population at large to
know that wacclnation 1is aveilasble, It is now up to the
community to use the vaccine and to see that the wvaccinal
state 1s maintained.
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.The following are the Whooping Cough immunisation

returns for 1958 based on record cards recelved by the
County Medical Officer,

Year of Whooplng-cough
Birth Immuniaation
Primary
1958 58
1957 171
1956 39
19565 11
1954 8
19563 7
1952 1
1951 1
1950 3
1949 -
1948 -
1947 -
1948 -
1945 -
1944 -
Before
1944 -
Totala 299

Although whooping cough is regsrded aa a relatively
mlild disease, leading to few complications, it should
not be forgotten that in infancy it is still a major
cause of disablement, and can be & very grave illness
indeeds Here again, a considerable amount of protectilon,
at least agalnst the more serious types of whooping
cough, can be afforded through immnisation which 1s
undertaken in the early months of life and reinforced
eilther immediately prior to the first year 1in school,
or during the firat school year.

This immmunisation gives protection which is well
worth while, and should never be nailﬂﬂted on the grounds
that the illness is now "almost negligible",

In England and Wales in 1957 (the most recent return)
there were 88 deaths from whooping cough, which although
1t 1a a low fatellty rate, ia certainly not one to be
ignored.

By the end of 1957 all but 10 of the local health
authoritlies had obtalned authorlty under the National
Health Service Act, 1946 to make arrangements for
immuinisation ageinst this disesse. It 1s considered
that the primary 1ni&ntian should be given at about
the third month of llfe in order to mitigate the serlous
effects which the illness might cause in infancy,

= 10 =







The following are the Smallpox vaccination figures
for 1958 based on record cards recelved by’ the County
Medical Officer,

Year of Smallpox Vaccination
EBirth

Frimary Reinforcing

1958 111
1957 91
1956
1955

1953
1952
1951
1950
1949
1948
1547
1948
1945
1944
Before
1044

E L HEHITHEEL L DG

T T I I I R R B B O B R

o
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TOTAL 219

et
o

Smallpox Vaccination

Smallpox wacclination, apart from its obvious wvital
health implication, is al most one of the "social
necessitlies" of these days of modern travel. The risk
of primaryvaccination in infancy is negligible, but for
an adult who is vaccinated for the firat time at a late
age, inconvenlence may be quite considerable.

Since Internatlional Certlficates of Vaccination are
required for travel to almgat any part of the world, the
advantages of the primary vaccination attended by little
or no inconvenience, with a revacclnation done in adult

life, should outweigh any arguments against smallpox
protection,

There are also large areas of the world where small-

pox is still en endemic disease, and the risk of bringing
in the illness through air travel is atill a very real one,

-1l =







IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPTHERIA 1958

The following 1s a return of the number of children
under the age of 15 yeara on 31lat December, 1958, who had
completed a course of immunisation at any time before that
date (i.e. at any time since lst January, 1944),

Year of Laat complete course 1855 or

Birth of injections (whether earlier
primary or booster)
1954 - 1958,

1944 109 125
1945 80 a0
1546 104 98
1947 151 B4
1948 150 84
1949 186 109
1950 1vg 108
1851 188 86
1952 142 107
1953 235 10
1954 213 =
1956 210 =
1956 244 -
1957 204 =
1958 25 =

TOTAL 2,424 g01

The followlng are the Diptherla Immunisation flgurea
for 1958 based on record cards received by the County
Medical Officer.

Year of | Diptheria Immunisation
Birth Primary |Reinforcing

1958 25
1957 167
1956 40
1955
1954
1953
1952
1951
1950
1949
1948
1947
1946
1945
1944
Before
1544 -

Ao
Hix DA 1 Ol

Pl n =0 = D
B =1

TOTAL 2535 151
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CANCER

The number of deaths from cancer in the Maidstone
Rural District during the past seven years is given

: below:

i z g T R T R
1953 L - § - - . 45
1954 R} - - - " 53

1955 LI L L L] 65
1-95'6 " 8 *® 8 - 8 [ ] 59
195'? LI - W LR L 55
19‘58 LN L - LI | 42

Deatha from cancer in 1988, distributed according

to sites:
Slte Male | Female] Total
Cancer of stomach 2 3 B
Cancer of lung 4 2 (=]
Canecer of breast 1 3 4
Cancer of uterus - 4 4
Other sitea 14 9 23
p TOTALS 21 21 42

Bl G

There has been a statistically signiflcant, though
unexplained, fall in the number of cancer deaths this
year, which at the flgure of 42, la the lowest for the
past seven years, The cancer death rate for 1958 amounta

to 14 per cent of the total deaths, and atill remalns the
second most common cause of death.

I R e S

The main burden of the cancer death rate locally lies
in the age group over 65, although there is a national
tendency for cancer of the lung, in particular, to atrike
in the earlier age group of 45 to S55.

.

In the sbove table the incidence of cancer of the

breasat in & male is not a typing error, but was an actual
oCcurrence,

Despite publicity on the untoward effects of excesalve
cigarette smoking, the amount of tobacco lmported to thils
country is increasing, and the popular trend towards fillter
cigarettes does not seem to have stopped the increased
incidence of cancer of the lung and bronchus, altho

admittedly triasl has not extended over a long pericd of
time,

i R . e

i
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TUBERCULOSIS

The followling new cases and deaths have been
notified during the year:=-

NEW CASES DEATHS
i
Pulmonary |Hon=-pulmonary || Pulmonary | Non=-pulmonary
HI F-I MI FI Md Fl MI Fi
5 E l — 1 - - —_
TOTAL - B TOTAL - 1

Mass Hadlography Survey - Staplehurst

Number og persons examined:=

MﬂlEE - - - L - . 5‘3
Females S S S A
Tﬂtﬂ.l - . - . - . - . 114

Results:=

Actlwve tuberculosis ,. .. .. nil
Inactive tuberculosis:=
Hﬁlﬂa e - . - . -
Femalea e gl
TDtal o Pl L L

LA

I am indebted to Dr. D. L. Pugh, the Chest Physician,
for the following detaila of the numbers of contacta of
known cases of tubereulosis examined during the year, and
the mumber found to be suffering from tuberculosias, These
figures relate to the ares of the Cheat Clinic which
coincides with the area of the four authorities, Maldatone
Borough, Maidstone R.D., Hollingbourn R.D,, and Malling R.D.

(a) Wumber of contacts seen during 1958 of
newly notified cases of tuberculosils .. .. 436

(b) Number of contacts examined during 1958
of cages notified prior to 1858 .. .. .. 457

(c) Number of contacts in (a) found to be
suffering from pulmonary or non-pulmonary
T BT e E PRl B e T i i e e e

(d) Number of contacts in (b) found to be

suffering from pulmonary or non=pulmonary
tuberculosis .a s 44 s s as ss  as 2

- 14 -






FOOD POISONING

There were 4 instances of focd poisoning notified
during the year.

Patient A.

A confirmed case of salmonella typhi-murium, a very
full investigation was carried out in this case, but
notification having not been received until 14 days
following the first symptoms, 1t was not posaible to do
other than assume the orligin of the cutbreak, The premlses
involved were not situated within the Rural District, There
were no secondary caeses arising.

Patlient B.

A suspected case of salmonella typhi-murium which was
not confirmed bacteriologically. Here again meals were
ngt consumed in your dlstrict,

Patient C.

A case of un-confirmed food polsoning, the bacterlo=
logical samplas being negative. Again food was not
congumed within your district, and the notification was
12 days after the onset of symptoms. It was not poasible
to ascertalin whether originally this case was bacterio-
logically posltive,

Patient D.

This case was notified by telephone at the time of
food polsoning was suspected, and the result proved the
infeetlon to be of salmonella typhi-murium type.
Investigations of the food remained negative, No
Sacondary cages arose,

The latest recorded figures for food polsoning of all
types in England and Weles are those of 1957. During
that year 7,071 incidents were recorded, this resulted in
a total of 36 fatal cases as compared with 44 in 1956,

Salmonella organisms were responaible for well over
haelf of all the caseas. The outstanding problem in food
polsoning 1s the control of this salmonells infection.
For several reasons it 1s not always or even 1ln the
ma jority of cases, possible to trace the origin of
infection, but in those cases in which a specific wehicle
can be recognised, about haelf of the outbreaks are due to
processed and made=up meata, In particular pork ples,
brawn, sausages and cold pork.

This has Involved a considerable amount of research
work, particularly into the study of eggs and egg producta,
meat and meat producta, feeding atuffs and fertillsers being
mede here and in other countries., No firm conclusions have
yet been drawn from these studles, but there has been an
indication that if control could be exercised at this
initial stage, the incidence of food poisoning generally
would drop by a considerable degree.

= 15 =
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20.
21.
22,
25.
24,
25.

26,
27,
28,
29,
50,

- 31,

32,

53
34,
35,
36,

1958
CAUSES OF DEATHS

Cause

Tuberculosls, respiratory ..
Tuberculosis, other e 1L
Syphillitic dlsesa8ese o¢ s
PAEGHOTIe. oo su. ew si ew
Vhoopling coughee +0 2o &
Meningococcal infections ..
Acute pﬂlicmgelitis R
Measles P N EE e
Other 1nfe¢t1va and parasitic
diseasea .., ..
Malignant neoplasm, stomach CET
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus..
Malignant neoplasm, bresst.. .. ..
Malignant neoplasm, uterus.. ,. ..
Other malignant and lymphatlc
Hﬁﬂplﬂﬂmﬂ . e
Leuksemia, aleuksemia .. ,. .. ..
Digbetes .. .. s s s gu
Vascular lesicns Gf nervous system,,
Coronary disease, angina .. .. ..
Hypertension with "heart disease ek
Other heart disease S A e
ﬂthﬁr GirﬂulatDI‘F disaﬂEE .. .- .
Influenzﬂ- L - & L] LA | - W
Pnaumn'niﬂ L L L L L] LI L
Brun::hitiﬂ.l L ] - . - . LN LI ]
Other diseases of reapiratery
aystem aE e
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum .. ..
Gastritis, enteritlis and diarrhoesa,.
Nephritis and nephrosis A e
Hyperplasia of prostate T
Pregnancy, chlldbirth, abnrtian
Congenital malformations e as
Other defined and ill-defined
diseases,. ..
Motor wehicle accidents emd g w
All other accidents e ws e av

E

R & & g W @

L

-
-
#

Buicidﬂ L LA | L - @ o # [
Homicide and operatlons of war,,.

- 16 =

Male Pemale
1 -
E -
1 -
2 3
4 2
1 3
- 4
14 9
- 2
1 2
21 26
18 13
1 1
12 15
4 5
9 5
4 3
1 -
1 1
1 2
E -
2 -
32 43
2 -
5 2
4 -
145 141







SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS

HOUSING
Humber of houses surveyed .. .. +» 42 o+ »a 5685

Number of revisits to houses .. .o or ox == 1,616

Number of dralns inspected.. e¢ 48 o¢ s¢ oo 250
Number of revisits to drains .. .. s3  ea  ea 475
Viaits re Overcrowdingic «s o6 o8 o6 o8 o0 8
Number of wvisits made under the Housing Acts ., 74

FOOD AND WATER

Number of Slaughterhouse and meat inspection .. 506
Number of wisits re Water suppllieS.. .. ¢ oo 29
Number of wviaits re Milk and Dairies ., .. .. 19
Number of wisits re Pood and Drugs Act.. .. .. 276

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Number of wislits re Infectious Discases e o 333
GENERAL

AP ATEONA. . s ss sd s % aw  ea we 55
Eeeping of AnimalB.. +¢ o 45 we o2 o8 e )
House vans and Camping Sitea .. .. «¢ 44 .o 234
HopEFIORanAY CAMPA.. 45 sa a8 w¢ a% a8 »e 251
Factorles Act oo s s¢ oo s o4 se sa a0 102
SRops Aob sa se ss s a8 ss as se e es 273
Rodent Conbrol.. .. «¢ «0 40 o0 4e  se a0 243

T 1 P 257

Total 55569

Compariscon of Summary flgures with 1957

The total housing Iinspections have agaein increased this
year by nearly 400 inspections. The maln reason for this
increase ls the concentratlion of thls department on the
8lum clearance programme, both present and future. Under
the Rural Housing Survey in 1946/47 the houses under
Category 3 indicated considerable repelirs and had to be
inapected to ascertain whether the general condition had
deterlcrated to auch an extent as to regqulre demollitlon
and re-housing of the tenants,

- 17 =






——

Drainage inspections heve also increased slightly
because of the extension to the Loose Sewerage acheme,
House drainage had to be surveyed before connections
were made to the sewer.

Meat inspection visits were up by approximately 100
inspectlons during the year., The re=-cccupation of
Standen's slaughterhouse and the regular slaughtering
which took place 1n 1958, has resulted in thls lncrease,

The number of visits under the Food and Drugs Act
had reduced by over 200 visita, This is due to the fact
that in 1957 the new Food Hyglene Regulations had been
incorporated and concentration was on bringing food
premises in the district up to the required minimnum
standard, Therefore, in 1958 the total number of
inspections required were less, and this also would
affect the visits under the Shops Act and Rodent Control
because at the time of inapecting food shops under the
Food and Druges Act, subsequent inaspections were also
mede uynder the Shops Act and the Preventlon of Damage

The number of lnspections of house vans and camps
were 155 less in 1958, This was becsuse considerable
trouble was being experienced with the Twyford Camp
in ¥alding and a site in Hunton. Routine deily
inapections were mede with a view to serving statutory
noticeas.

Under Infectious Diseases, the nunber of visits
mede had increased from 95 in 1957 to 333 in 1958, The
cause of such a conaiderable increase was the outbreak
of Sonne Dysentery affecting Linton Hospital and Loose
Primary School.

The total number of inspections carried out by the
Public Health Department during 1958 was 5,569. These
are inspections made only by the Public Health Inspectors
and do not include those made by Mr, Curties, the Rodent
Operator. This figure compares favourably with the number
of visits made in 1957 and indicates to the Council that
e?erg effort is being made by this department to maeintaln
the high stendard which has been reached by the alum
clearance programme and in shops, factories and of premlses
incidental to environmental haal%h,

During the year approxlimately 19,000 miles were
travelled by the Public Health Inspectors which is
Eg-mileﬂ per visit, an average which is comparable with
distrioctas of aimilar alze and population,












INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Visits made by inspectors ..
Reporta made to M, 0, H,
Searlet Paver o
Poliomyelitis
Food Polaoning ..

Dysentery
ParaTypholid .. ..

"

Small pox contact

SLAUGHTERHOUSES
Humber of licenced

Humber of premlses
the year

MISCELLANEQUS VISITS

QI cages

S TR R R ]
of infectious disecases;=

«r sa s+ 22

sv as ae 0

as se s 4%

. s ¢slB3
se es +2 0O
er es se 1

Slaughterhouses ., 5

cleansed during
L LI 5

- @ @ w

1. During the year, 257 visits were classified as
Miscellaneous, These are broken down approx-
imately under the following main headings:-

2. IO TS O B SRR S e R e he e BB

lesanAIng .s ew s, e se es s 26

Bullders S P A RS o e R

Glean Alr Act .. +a 4o 4o ae  ae 7

Public Health Laboratory ea ws _em 10

Clvlil Defence .. 2o o5 o8 o8 o 3

BEachLonE S N it e e es en en  ee 24
5., Comment on Miscellaneous Visits

In accordance with the Sanitary Officera (Outside

London) Regu

lations, 1935, it is laid down that

the Public Health Inspectorate must keep daily
diarles, speclfying all visits made and reasons

for visiting,

The type of diaries used by your Inspectors incor=
porate a special division of 18 most common causes
for visits and a 19th column "Miscellasneous" which
must incorporate all other visits not listed by the

other headings,

This number of "Miascellaneous

Visita" during the year was 257 and to give the
Council some indication, these figures have been
broken down into sewven major subjects.
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FACTORIES AND WORK PLACES
Factories with mechanical power .. .. .. .. .. 179
Factories without mechanical power .. ., s s 11
Inspections of PFactorles with mechanical power .. 90
Inspections of Factories without mechanical power, 8

FPactories with mechanieal power - informal
notices aerved.. s+ sd e 10

Pactories with mechanical power = informal
notices completed .« «e¢ s

Statutory notices served.. .. s +2 s o8 os 2

It 18 noted that the number of factory premises
has increased from 75 in 1957 to 90 in 1958, This
increase 1s not due to an influx of industry into the
area but is covered by the acceptance of the Factory
Inspector of certain processes which have normally
been included as agricultural, as factory processes,
l.e. the preparation of fruit.

Also, the Factory Inspector has now Included
certaln small family concerns as factorles, whereas
before they were recognised as work places only,

The number of inspections of the various types
of factorlies are approximately the sameessibr 1957 except
that the neceasity to serve notices 1s less.

It was found neceasary to serve two statutory
notices under the Factorlies Act, both concerning the
sanlitary accommodationy the first belng the provision
of suitable accommodation and the second being the
cleanalng of sanitation already in exlstence. In both
cages the works were complied with without the necessity
for court procedure,
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HOUSING
The following information regarding housing in the

Rural District is set out in the form asked for by the
Ministry of Health,

I

LB

IIE

1 (a) Inspections of dwelling-houses during
the year, Total number of houses
inspected for housing defects, (under
Public Health or Housing Acts) ,. .. .. 565

(b) Number of inspections made for that
DUrpOS8e .a «+ 42,181

2 (a) Number of dwelling-houses,(included
under sub=-gsection 1 abovaj which were
inspected and recorded under the
Housing Consolidated Regulations,
1925 ﬂnﬂ 1932 L LN L - L L L ﬂ

(b) Number of inapections made for that
PUPPOBE .0 se  oe 0

3 (a) Number of dwelling=houses found to be
in a state so injurlous to health as
to be unfit for human habitation s 2w 30

4 (a) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive
of those referred to under the pre=
ceding sub-head) found not to be in
all respects fit for human hebitation .. 47

Remedy of defects during the year, without the serwvice
of formal notice.

1 (a) Number of defective dwelling-houses

rendered fit in consequence of in-

formal action by the Local Authority i 47
Action under Statutory Fowers during the year.
A, Proceedings under Sectlcon 9 of the Houslng Act, 1957.

1, Number of dwelling-houses in which notlices
were served requiring repalrs ta  aw  ## 13

2. Number of dwelling=-housea which were
rendered fit after the serwvice of formal

notices
a. BF ﬂwnars [ ] L] L - L] L E
b. By Local Authority in default of
OWNerS.. .. it
B, Proceedings under Publlic Health Act,
i £ Number of houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects
bolhe ramedded’ .. s adl sa wE w5 ae 4
2. Humber of dwelllng=-houses 1ln which defects
were remedied after service of formal notlces
a, By owsners el e ety T LT ]
b. By Loeal Authority in default of
OWNETB,s0e o 0






C. Proceedlngs under Section 16 of the Housing Act,
195%,

1. Number of dwelling-houses in reapect
of which demolition orders were made .. 2%

2, HNumber of dwelling=houses demolished
in pursuance of demolition orders.. .. B

D. Proceedings under Section 16 of the Housing Act,
1957,

Ak Number of separate tenements or under=
ground rooms in respect of which Clcocslng
Drﬂﬂrﬂ w'ere Mde L - L L & . L I?

2. Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rocme in respect of which Closing
Orders were determlned, the tenement or
rcoom having been rendered fit.. .. .. 2

Houslng Act, 1857, Part 4 Overcrowding.

A, (1)Number of dwellings overcrowded at the
E:ﬂd Gf t‘hﬁ ‘JE&T‘ ¥ ] [ ] i # N L B

(2)¥unber of families dwelling therein .. 10
(3)Number of persons dwelling therein .. 53

B. (1)Humber of new casea of overcrowding
reported during the year .. .« ss o+ 7

C. (1)Number of cases of overcrowding
relieved during the year .. «¢ +s «o 2

(2)lnmber of persons concerned in such
BOSel v s+ s se 1O

D. Particulars of any cases in which
dwelllng houses have agaln become
overcrowded after the cal
A uthority have taken steps for
the abatement of overcrowding.. .. .. 0






SUMMARY OF ACTION ON ORIGINAL 1955/59 SLUM

Parish kmﬁagiigg Actlion Taken gzﬂé&igg
Actlion Daggéég;cn C%gﬁégg- epaired

Barming 4 2 1 = 1
Eearated 5 - 2 4 2
Boughton

Monchelsea 10 3 it 6 10
East Farlelgh 14 - 8 g 12
Weat Farleigh 3 2 - 2 -
Hunton 9 1 5 2 &
Linton 2 i - 1 1
Loocse B8 - 3 2 2
Marden 8 3 2 1 2
Nettleatead - - = 3 =
Otham - - - 2 -
Staplehurst 18 13 1l - 11
Teaton 4 - 1 3 1
Yalding. 29 10 & 8 T

TOTALS 114 35 30 47 55

In accordance with the Ministerof Housing and Local
Government's requirements the Council had to prepare a
S=year slum clearance programme, This original programme
included 140 houaes which were scheduled as Category 5
under the Rural Housing Survey. The whole programme was
revised 1n 1956 and subsequently divided into two parts,
the demolition section including 114 premises to be
consldered, This section of the programme has now been
completed and all familles warranting re-housing by the
Council have been sultable accommodated.

In many cases where the houses have been wvacated, the
owner has consldered complete renovation, although such
work was unreascnable. For this reason, the number of
premises actually demolished is only 35. In cases where
the properties could not be demolished because of the
effect of such action on adjolining property, or where the
cottages are farm premises and can be utllised for storage
purposes, the premises were closed and not demolished,
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In eight of the original cottages included for
demolition it has been found inappropriate to re<house,
mainly because the occupants are single persons or very
old, and the Council felt that re-housing, possibly in
another parish, would have an adverse effect on the
occupanta.

In these eight cases, the premises are beilng kept
under conatant supervision so that the appropriate action
may be taken when the occupation need no longer be
considered.

There are still a large number of premises of sub=-
atandard quali on which 8lum Clearance action should
be taken., The Council have already approved extension
of the orlginal programme by a further 30 premlses, and
have ear=marked at least twelve of the new Councll houses
to be constructed in Staplehurst for 8lum Clearance re=
housing. In subsequent programmes and extensions only
premises which are occupied and incapable of repair at
reasonable cost wlill be considered. Appropriate repalr
action can be taken on other propertles under the Housing
Act, 1957,

I feel that the Council can be well setlafied with
their programme, and the fact that it has been completed
a year before the original period., This hes only been
posaible because of the support you have given your Fublic
Health Department in the necessary enforcement, and the
Council's decision to release sufficient alternative
Council house accommodation to the families affected by
the programme.
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Sanitary Circumstances of the Area

Water Supplies

As previously reported in past annual reports, the
piped water supply service to the area 1s exﬂellﬂn§.
Water is supplied by two companiles, the Mid-Kent Water
Company and the Maidstone Water Works Company. Regular
sampling of their products indicates that they are
bactericlogically and chemically pure and it is estimated
that 98% of the domestic dwellings within the area are
provided with a piped supply; although every effort is
belng made, it is not economically peossible to comnect
all the nuéstanﬂing housss on to the mains because of
lsolatlon or contour, These propertlies depend on local
water sources by springs, wells or rain water which are
sampled periodically. The purlty of the water cannot be
guaranteed and at any time, pollution may make the water
unsultable for drinking purpcses, therefore, the occupsants
have been advised to boll all drinking water before use.
It i1s estimated that sbout 40 premises are still dependent
on local water scurces,

Scavenging

In your district thils service is under the super-
vislon of the Surveyor, and collection is made every two
weeks, Although every effort is made and the collection
system maintained, in this dey and age people of urbanised
areas should expect at least weskly collections during the
summer months.

Dispoaal i1s by crude tipping and the Publlc Health
Department mgke regular inspections to ascertain that the
nulsance caused by such tipping is kept to a minimum,
Hegular treatments for the eradication of rodents are made
by Mr. Curtiea but with this type of disposal is 1s
practically impossible to maintain a clearance of these
tips from infeatation.

Drainage snd Sewerage

During the year the improvements and extensions of
disposal works have made steady progress especilally with
regard to the main sewege dispossl works at Bearsted and
Marden. Owing to the reatriction on capiteal expenditure
the improvement works consisted mainly of providing
further sludge digestion beds which allow the settlement
tanks to be emptied more freely. W ith a steady increase
of properties comnected to the sewerage practically all
the works have become overloaded snd such overloading has
resulted in unsatisfactory effluenta.

Works are a8till in progress on the Loose Sewerage
scheme and the third section was practically completed
by the end of 1958. There only remains the final sectlon
dealing with the top end of Loose to be constructed and
the whole acheme will then be completed. Urgent schemes
are still cutatandin% for Boughton Monchelsea, Teston and
Nettlestead, which it is hoped will be started in 1959.

There are 8till a large number of housea 1n this area
not provided with flush closets and a night sewage service
is not provided by the Council. The difficulty of dis=-
poging of bucket and chemical closets is still a conslder-
able problem for occupanta of such houses. The ceaspool
emptying 1ls atlll of conslderable expense to the Councll
and means of dlsposal of cesspool contents a large problem.
To diacharge such contents in the sewerage scheme and pass
to the treatment works, completely upsets the theoretical
working of such plants and causes conalderable nuisance of
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smell to inhabitants in the vicinity. where possible,
cold digestion tanks have been provided but such
installations are expensive and far from adequate in
the area at the moment. It is becoming more difficult
to dispose of cesspool contents wvia agricultural land
as the farmers can control fertilization of such land
much more simply with the treatment by chemlcals.

Rivers agd Streama

Severe pollutlon of these waterways 1s stlll cne
of the greatest problems in rural arees, In moat cases
these are caused by overflowing cesspools, but even
worse 1s the direct discharge of sewage from parishes
such as Teaton, Nettlestead and Yalding to the River
Medway. It 1s a priority to provide the necesaary
treatment to these sewer outfalls but these schemes
take thelr place in order of importance,

Sanltary Inspection of the Area

Your Chief Public Health Inspector has furnished
the followlng detalls of the workdfils department during
1958, Once again slum clearance activities have increased
the number of housing inspections but on the whole the
general environmental standard of the district has been
malntained at the hlghesat possible level.

Analysls

The following is a representative chemical analysia
of the water supply:=-

Chemical Examination Farta per Million
Ammonia saline, N1l

Ammonia "Albuminoid" Nil
"Oxygen } in 15 minutes 0.086
absorbed

at 27°C ) in 4 hours 0.13
Nitrogen from nitrites Nil
Nitrogen from nitrates 2.5
Chlorine 2l.0

Total Solid Residue 390

Total Hardness (as calcium
carbonate ) 285

Alkalinity (as calcium carbonate)

Lead Absent

Iron in solution Absent

Total iron Absent

Zinc Absent

Reaction (pH walue) D

Appearance Bright snd colourleas
Sediment Nil

The water 1s of high orgenic purlty,
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IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

Number of applicaticns approved in 1958 ,. .. .. 15
Number of applications not approved .« «: os =e s
Number of houses involved in approved applications 15
Amount of grants approved .. .. es es se 2 £3,925
Number of improvements completed in 1958,, 44 e+ 8

The same number of applications were approved as in
1857 and also the same number were not approved, The
number of applications in 1957 included 26 premises =
therefore, indicating that less cottages were improved
in 1958 and the amount of grants approved in 1957 was
approximately £1,300 more than in 1958, Improvement
works completed were 16 in 1957, showing another reduction
of 8 premlses. Comparing these figures with those of 1956,
indicates that during the laat three years there has been
g steady decline in the number of Improvement Granta con=
sidered by the Council., This decline doea not mean that
the Council are necessarlly refusing more applicaticns, but
8 survey over the past three years shows that less people
are interested in applying.

During 1958 the Council were advised by the Ministry
that subsidies for Council Houses would be removed or
reduced and at one time the Councill had considered stopplng
Improvement Grants altogether, On the advice of it's
Officers, they continued to meke Grants, although each
applicatlon was more critically considered.

A copy of the actual report made to the appropriate
Committee and eircularised to all members of the Council
has been enclosed for general information, because 1t is
felt that the general policy of the Government is to
recommend these Improvement Grants so that the hest is
made of exlsting houses and every attempt to modernise
them up to modern standerdas to be employed.

Report by the Chief Public Health Inagectar at the
oual TANTE An AN tees on the Council'ls
Et_n'sure policy with the making of lmprovement Grants

Under the Fubllic Health and Housing Acts, the Councll
are responsible for the houslng condlitlons in their dlatrict,
This responsibility haes resulted in the expenditure of up
to two million pounda since 1945 for the provislon of Counell
Housea, The amcunt approved for Improvement Grants of direct
cost to this Counecil, which 1s equiwvalent to providing approx=-
imately six further houses, has encouraged the improvement of
ninety=-two privately owned houses up to the modern Councll
House standard.

From The Rural Housing Survey of private premises below
thirty pounds rateable values, it can be seen that of three
thoueand four hundred properties surveyed, two thousand one
hundred are still without bethrooms, and one thousand one
hundred rely on bucket closets for sanitation., The Council
have no suthority to enforce the provision of bathrooms, and
to enforce conversion to flush sanitation would result in
half the coat being met from the rates,
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Improvement grants encourage owners to spend more
in improving and repairing their premises, They ensure
that work is carrled cut properly under the superviaion
of an architect or similarly qualified person, and that
the condlition of the premises remains setisfactory for
a period of at least twenty years,

Although Slum Clearance has not been directly
affected by the premises so far improved, indirectly
it does prevent cottages from detariurating further
and reaching the stage where demclition and re-
houaing must be considered, Alsc a very high pro=-
portion of the Council's re-housing is caused by
general dlesatiafaction of farm workers with the
premises which they occcupy as part of thelr employ=-
ment. This dissatisfaction haes in the past encouraged
such workers to leave the employment of the owners, and
make themsslves llable to evietlon.

Under the Rural Workers Housing Act, 1926/38,
farmers were given grant facilities for improvement of
thelr cottagea., When the 1949 Housing Act gave such
facilitles to all privately owned premises of this type,
the grant ald under the Rural Workers Housing Act was
repealed.

It las stlll thae Ministry's policy that such
improvement granta should be ineluded cn the Local
A uthorities' housing programme., With the general
reduction in the provision of Council Houses, improve-
ment grants should be encouraged even more.

General St&tistica_r&garﬂing Improvement

" Grants made by this Council

Total amount approved by the ﬂauncil,
J‘L’l.l}i’, 195‘4 - FEhI"‘L.‘tEI':,F, 1958 "N - HE,??E

Direct cost to the Council over twenty
years of Loan Charges a5 a% ww £9,600

Direct coat to the Ministry for grants
appmw'ﬂ-i # L L L L ] L L] EEB,E':}D

Note:
This total sum of £38,400 includes interest
and atems from the original grant of £22,772.

Direct cost to owners of premises improved,
(including repairs, but lesa grant) £36,455

Mumber of propertiecs psailsted in
modernisatlion .. s 05

i - 00 =






CAMPING SITES AND CARAVANS

Site Proprieter or Owner Maximum No.
Sf caravans

Enterprise Camping Site, E. L. Paine,

Barming. 25

Hartridge PFarm Site, A. V. Chambers, 20

Eaagt Farleigh.

The Retreat, Mrs, P. Lamb, 25

Nettlestead.

Medway Wharf Site, A. W, Ashe, 10
Nettlestead.

Twyford Boat Yard Site, J Wlickham, 18
Yalding.

Hampstead Cottage Farm A, Harcourt. 10
Yalding,

Summary of data
Numbear of Inapeaction® .. s w5 ex o+ s 234

Number of licenced sites .. .o .+ o4  «s (5]
Number of licenced caravans en: ee: AW ee 4
Appllcations for licence .. s s sa w» 4
Applications for licence refused ., .. oo 1

An additional seasonal site was licenced in Yalding
accounting for an additional 10 caravans,

The number of inspections was 155 less this year,
This reductlion in wvisits 1s malnly due to the fact that
in 1957 there was a considerable number of unlicenced
8ites in the area and daily inspections had to be made
subsequent to the serving of statutory notices for the
removal of caravans from unllcenced land.

It 1s natlonally recognised that permenent caravan
dwelling 18 on the incresse, So great is the problem that
already an offlclal inqulry hes been started to go into
the queations of why people prefer such accommodetion
inatesnd of permanent houses and where the law is lnadeguate.
In thias district there is an influx of such typeas of
apccommodatlion a few weeks before the commencement of frult
picking when plckeras who occupy caravans are acattered
over the district on unlicenced sites awaiting farmera!
invitations to statlon their Wans on land owned by them.
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Subsequently, a simller problem arlses when the
Trult and hop-piciing period is over and the employers

no longer require such casual labour and the caravans

are ajected from the farmers' land.o For some waeks
contraventions of the Public Health Act, section 264 are
moat apparent untlil the 'vens are removed to thelr winter
quarters outside the district. It is still felt by
officials dealing with this problem that Council's should
geriously consider providing permanent sites for such
caravans where they can be properly controlled. Satis=
factory water supply and sanitaetion provided, snd general
nulsance through these causes would then be reduced to a
minimum, Even this enswer to the problem would be
agE;;vated by the general disllke of the County Council

p ing suthority for caravans within the County.

HOP PICKERS' CAMFS
Total number of Hop Pickers'! Camps in use .. g 80
Number of huts in use (estimated) .. +. .. 3,200
Eatimated number of pickers ev e+ ws  wa 135,000
Number of Inspectlons .. s¢ s¢ ot o2 oe 251

Approximately the same number of inspections were
made this year as in 1957, During the season it was
found necessary to serve only one or two informal
notices on owners of such camps, all of which were
complied with satisfactorlily. During the season each
occcupled camp was inspected at lesst three times, once
before and twice during occupation.

In an attempt to reduce the number of wasted visits
to ascertfaln 1f camp sites would be used, every farmer
with a hop quota waa circularised a copy of the Hop
Pickers' Byelaws and his sttention drawn to the Byelaw
referring to prior notification of occupation of Hop
Pickers' camps, The response was not very satlsfactory
aa general interest in this seasonsl activity is steadilly
declining with the provision of mechanical picking.

It 1s eatimated that 13,000 pickers were imported

into the area during the last weck of August and the third
weelk in September and no major problem arose,
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD» PREMISES
Number of Food FPremlses 1in the Dlstrict

Cafes and Hestaurants ,. e e . e ¥ “e U
Pood Shops (excluding butchers) .. +v o¢ oo 27
Butchers' Shops e G T e I e T 1
Iicenced premiBsesd .o «s ss o5 s+ ss ss ws 5B

Total 185

Number of Visits and Inspections

Cafes end Feataurantl ., s. +o 4¢ o0 ¢ o» 17
Pood Shops (excluding butchers) ., .. .. .. 180
Butechers'! Shopa SRl T I e e T R L
QLicenced premises .. +a sr se e s s es__2B9

Total 273

There has been an increase of two additional food
premises during 1958, the number of licenced premises
reduced by one and cafes reduced by one and an increase
of other food shops by four. The total number of visits
to all food premises are 160 less than in 19857, This
reduction is due to the extensive number of visits
required in 1957 to implement the Food Hygiene Regulations.
All premlses were Burveyed and notices served where
contraventions were found.

The wvery high standard of food shops in your district
has been maintained during this period and I can now report
that there 18 a constant hot water supply provided in all
premisas where food ia handled, sold or stored,

INSPECTION AND SUFERVISION OF SHOPS

Number of shopa T TR L R S ey et o L BB
Number of inspectiona of s8hopB.. .+ «« ++ . £2Bb

During the year of 1958, 285 inspections were made
} of shops within the diastrict.

No proceedings were taken sgainst occupants of any
shops, and no representations were received from any
| organisation with regard to the sdministration of the
Shops Acta..

Each of the 20% shops within the dlstrict were
inspected at least once and it was only neceasary to
make five intimations for contraventlions. In sach case
the contravention was corrected without the necessity
for further statutory action.
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MEAT TNSPECTION

Slaughterhousea Carcases Par cent,
T B B e e e 813 38,0
Boorman (Staplehurst) ,, 437 27.0
B‘CIGI‘IT&HI']. {Hamenj . w " - . '3-18 lgt 5
Stﬂnﬂ-ﬁn & [ ] [ ] ) - . 248 15|5
Total = 1,516 100.0
Total Carceses examined
Pigas {[Sheep ; Calves | Cows ggﬁizﬂ Total
No. examined | 742 | 589 18 3 254 1,618
No. passed 696 | 584 18 2 235 | 1,536
Completely
condenmed e 5 ] ] 0 7
Partially
condemned 44 10 o al L) T4
Tuherculosis
: Cther m
Pigas | Sheep| Calves | Cows e Total
Ho. examined] w742 | 599 18 3 254 1,616
Completely
condemned 0 0 o 0 0 0
Partielly
e et | 11 o 8] o] 1 12
Other Discases
Plgs | Sheep| Calves| Cows Other Total
Bovine
No., examined 74D 599 18 ] 254 1,616
Completely
condemned 2 5 Q o 0 7
Partlially
condemned 33 10 0 1 18 6=
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PIGE FOR DEADWEIGHT CERTIFICATION

Mr, Boorman (Staplehurst) .. +s ++ s+ BB

Concerning the Deadweight Certification of pigs
only one centre remained during 1958 and that was
withdrawn by the Ministry leaving no Deadweight
Certification centres within the ares,

It has been the general polley of the Minlatry
to withdraw the permlssilon for such Certificaetion from
all small country areas and centralise this service at
the large abattolrs where full time Ministry Certific-
ation Officers are employed.

MEAT IHSPECTION

There was & slight lnorease of approximately 200
carcases examined during the year but the number of
carcases which were wholely condemned or parta found
unfit showed a reduction, This indicates that the
gtandard of meat within the area has improved. During
the year, four slaughterhouses were 1ln constant use,
the remalning llcenced premisea, owned by Mr. Haggett,
has not been used during the whole period of 12 months,
In 1958, the Slaughterhouses Act and subsequent
regulatlons became law, and, as yet, it has not been
possible to bring the premises in the area up to the
required standard, The contraventions are small and
every effort 1s being made to structurally alter the
premises to comply with the Act. Mr, Ballard has
provided new hanging ralls, holsting and other
slaughtering equipment,
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o LATUGHTERHOUSES IN DETAIL

e

Pige | Sheep | Calves | Cows EovinJ
Boorman = Staplehurst
HNo. examined 221 115 4 0 a7
Completely condemned 0 (4} 0 0 0
Partially condemned 6 0 0 0] 1
Boormen = Marden
No. examined 136 | 114 0 2 67
Completely condemned (0 4 0 0] 0
Partially condemned 15 5 0 0 5
Ballard = Marden
Ho. examined 139 avo 14 0 90
Completely condemmned 1 1 0] 0 o
Partially condemned 3 5 0 0] 13
Standen = Coxheath
No. examined 247 0 0 1 0
Completely condemned 1 0 (8] 0
Partially condemned 20 0 0 1 0
Haggett - Hunton
No. examined 0 0 0 ¥ 0
Completely condemned 0 0 8] 0 0
Fartially condemned 0 ] 0 0 0







MEAT INSPECTION

Reason for Condemnation

Regson Ccmgletalg Partiallg
Londemned tondemned

Tuberculosis 0] 12
Neecrosis 0] 1
Absecesses 0 5
Liver Fluke 0] 2
Pleurisy 0 11
Moribund carcase 4 0
Ascarlis Lumbricoides 0 4
Nephritis (0] 2
Pneumonia 0 (3]
Pericarditis 0 5
Paragltic infection 0 11
Cirrhosis 0 1l
Traumatism 0 2
Cysticercus bovis 0 10
Paritonitis 0 1l
Melanosils 0 il
Supurative Mammary Gland 0 1
Toxaemia 2 1
Cysts (o} 1

The incident of Tuberculcsis in carcases 13 even
less than in 1957,

The only major lncrease 1s parasitic infection,
mainly affecting sheep lungs and pleurlsy of the same
organs,

Cyatlcercus bovla glzo shows an increase over 1957
but it was not found necessary to condemn any whole car-
case, This is a cystic atage affecting Man which has
bepoome more apparent since the war, It is believed that
the re=infection ln this country by this parassite was
caused through the use of European prisoners-of=war on

farma, Some of theae prilsconers had tape worma snd infected

the pasture land used for grazing purposes by the cattle,
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KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955

Detalls of samples taken by the County Sampling Officers
within the MAIDSTONE RURAL DISTRICT during the year
ended 31st December, 1958,

: Article

ﬁ Pricnt Jam L L ] & @ L - L] L
e O O P "
Bil& Bﬂﬂnﬂ & & & @ & @ o o L L
Eittar EEEI‘ L] @ - @ L "= - & "
cﬂcoa"l - . - L L] LI L L
Delrosa (Rose Hip Syrunl R TR
Esgence of Coffee and Chicory.. .. ..
French Coffee (Coffee and Chicory
Mixture) ..
HDI'IEF.- -w .. - - w - - w e .
KJ:’]-E L L] L L3 L - L L L
Mandarin Oranges 1n SYIMPse oe se o
M&I‘Elﬁ'n [Hjilk Pllm } . L L ] L L]
H&I‘mﬂlﬁ;ﬂﬂ;- - - w e - ] L] -
Mild BBEI‘.I L ] L LR & @ L [N ] L
Milk - L - . LI L & e [N ] - L
nrange S'q:'lla’sl‘lll L L L L L L
Orgtrax Tonle,.. T
Peaches Halves 1n Eyrup &% sa a8 s
Parﬂmﬂli L} LY LN - L ] LI &
Fineapple Cubes in SyrupP «s +¢ o es
Plum Jam es ee ae se 4% aa 8 ase
Pork SausagesS..s s oo ss se ee e
Purﬁ Hmﬂ? - L - & & L L] L

Sﬂmﬂﬂlin;. - & & & @ L ] (] L
Strawberries in Heavg Byrup S e
Tﬁﬂ. - w L ] [N} . . L L . - e L

vitanup o o L) o R - - L g
“ﬂiiﬂﬁ L] L] e L @ - - L

i) =
HFHEORREPRERERRERRPARRR R R HHHHHHH*D

Total = &1
SLmma Iy
Milk ¥ ' L & # EE‘
Dmg.a-ll - - L LI E
Spiritﬁ - - - . }-
Other sampleBS.. .. 21
51

All of the above samples were genulne with the
exception of the followling:-

Sample of A nalysis Action taken
Pork Sausages Fat 27% Preaervative notice
Laon 44k' was not visible at

Total meat 71%, the time of purchasge.
S0g 210 parts Butcher advised.
per million.






ICE CREAM

Kumber of Methylene Blue Pathogenic
EnmEIEH est Group

orgeniasms
cu%fivaﬁed

23 I 0
3 11 0
2 1B [ ¢ 0

10 IV 0

There has been a reductlon of premises reglstered

for the sale of 1ce cream from 63 1n 1957 to 60 in 1988,
38 samples were taken and as the results indicate, all
were satisfactory except 10, During the year, a whole
batch of 6 samples were classifled under grade IV, and
although these samples were from different shops, they
were re=sampled again immediately and agein proved to be

ade IV. At the request of the Public Health ILaboratory

rvice, they were taken egelin and were satisfactory. It
was indicated by Dr, J. H, C, Walker of the Laboratory
that the samples themselwves were sound but there had been
some difficulty in the laboratory when the tests were made.
Therefore, although the figures indicate 10 unsatisfactory
gsamples, Thls did not lindicate that the product or the
reglastered premises were not up to standard,

RODENT CONTROL

Summary of Inspections and Surveys made under
aden cntrol

No. of visits made for all purpoSes .. s+« «s o+ 1,897

No. of agricultural premises visited.., . 42 - 437
lNumber of treatments made .. «c oo se 2o o0 397
Estimated number of rats destroyed .. .+« +¢ o0 4,399
Estimated number of mice destroyed .. .. ¢ .. 1,744

There waa a reduction of 544 visits made by Mr. Curties
in 1958 es egainst 1957, A nalysis showa thils is due te a
conalderable leas number of complalnts by householders, The
nurber of wvisita and treatments of agricultural premises has
inereased because of the greater number of contracts held
by the Council.

It appears that the Council's polley to concentrate on
farm premlses is now begimning to show results, indicated
by the remarkably less number of household complaints.

With the removal of the Minlstry subsidy in 1958, they are
concerned that Councils will relax their efforta to exterm=
inate rodents, and, therefore, Ministry O0fficials are now
recommending anrmal contracts for Local Authorities with
business owners and farmers, Your Councll have already re=
commended to inerease 1t's Contract Service extensiwvely to
cover the lost subsidy and this relieve the ratepayer of
any additional burden.

Once again, I should like to draw the Council's
attention to the keeness and efficiency of it's Rodent
Operator, Mr, Curties.






g2qBy TBUOTSTACII = (d)

LE*BT 20°02 $9°T o " 60" |98 °TT 18 °ST TToumog £quUnog JuUay
0% * 4T ST L3 GReT gg* 31" |TL 6 80 °ST yBnodog oUO3EPTEN
98 9T 85°08 18°T oF” 9T * [TL 0T 6% 9T *0*d*d BUTTTEN
£0°0T eT*0T 68T ) o g0° log 'g T¢ 0T *0°(0"H 8UO}EPTEN
o 68°12 L0°T 3 eg- jgg 0T FT 4T *0*0 8 WMOGIUTTTOH
9°18 g*28 (d)es T Na)ew - |(d)s0| &4°TT ¥°o1 soTsN pus pueLdud
o
2 4 Bl 2 12 Lk E
[N ct i) be | o = <
[ D o H ] o o
[ o B (n H =]
[ H [} ° 53]
(91 = s o = = =
== (e = o et ] H
- = om 7] F o D ot
S @ ok @ @ ta B
et @ O H - ta
[.] H o m (i3]
BU3ITH susItd uot3endod
pageTey SATT uoggeTndad 000 ‘T 000°1T
000*T aod aguM Jod egevy ygBe TeNUUY Jod oawy

- 40 =



















