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TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS
oF THE

MAIDENHEAD EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

N, [ o i . T i " p—— T — . -

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I present herewith the Sixteenth issue of the Annual Report
of the School Medical Officer for the year ended 3lat December,
1923,

The Report follows closely the lines laid down in the Circular
of the Board of Education relating to School Medical Officers’
Reports, and as far as possible, all matter which has been described
in previous Beports, has been amitted so a3 to reduce the cost of
printing. The new and simplified form of Tables recommended
for use by the Board have been adopted. There are no exceptional
features in connection with the year’s work calling for special
comment, and I have, as in former years, to acknowledge the ready
assistance given by other members of the School Medical Service
in the earrying ont of the prescribed work.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,

M.D., (Lond.)
School Medical Officer

G'I.li id h-a] | ]
Maidenhead,
February, 1924.



Maidenhead School Medical Officer’'s Report
for the year, 1923.

W, W N oW

1. Staff. There has been no change in the personnel of the
School Medical Staff which remains the same as described in
paragraph 1 of the Report for 1920.

2, Co-Ordination, This remains as described in paragraph
2 of the Report for 1921.

3. The School Medical Service in relation to

Public Elementary Schools.

(a) School Hygiene. The following works have been carried out

during the Year 1923,
C. of B. (East 8t.) Boys’ Dept. 1 Classroom ; interior decorations.

Girl's do. 2 Classrooms ; do.,
Boyn Hill Infants’ ,, Whole interior cleansed, and re-
decorated.
St. Mary’s R.C. Lobbies and Staircase cleansed.
Council Boys' & Girls' Varnishing of whole of interior
woodwork.

4. Medical Inspection, This is conducted on the lines

laid down in various circulars issued by the Board. The details
have been amply deacribed in previous Reports.




5. Findings of Medical Inspection. The actual number of

children examined at School in the Rontine Groups were : Entrants,
156, Intermediates, 180, Leavers, 230 ; Total 566, In addition
there were 392 inspections of special cases. The number of infants

and intermediates examined is considerably less than in the
previous year, and this is accounted for largely by the fact that
admigsions to schools are mueh fewer than in previous years.

()  Uneleanliness. (Great improvement in personal cleanliness
has been effected during recent years, thanks largely to surprise
visits paid to the various schools by the School Nurse. Amongst
the routine groups of children, only 2 were found infected with
vermin in the head, this being the lowest figure yvet recorded, but
in 107 casea, although no actual vermin were discovered at the
time of inspection, nits were present. This number is still far
too high, but nevertheless, it is a considerable improvement upon
any previous figures. Ragged and dirty clothing and bad foot-
wear were as much in evidence as in the previons year. The
number being, 54 untidy, 6 dirty, and 50 cases where the footwear
was marked as bad. It may be remarked howewver, that the bulk
of these cases are found in certain well known families, which
seem incapable of riging to a reasomable standard of cleanliness
and tidiness.

{b) Minor Ailments. Nothing further need be added to the
remarks which have appeared under this head in previous Reports.
A wvery large number of cases are dealt with daily at the School
(linic, a fair proportion of them being ailments of a trivial nature,
but nevertheless, such as might have serious results if neglected.

Details of the numbers dealt with under this head will be found
in Table 11. of the Appendix.

(e) Tonsils and Adencids. The number of cases of enlarged
tonsils and adenoids requiring operative treatment, becomes smaller
and smaller each year as the effect of the work done in previouns
years becomes apparent. Many children present some degree of
enlargement in one or both tonsils, but only such cuses as present
distinct symptoms are recommended for treatment. Altogether 18
notices were issned advising removal of tonsils and adenoids, 14
of which were treated under the Local Authority’s Scheme and 4



by private practitioners. On the other hand, in 35 cases, this
treatment had already been secnured before the child had matured
for medical inspection.

(d) Tuberculosis. Only one case of suspected tuberculosis was
met with in the course of routine inspection. This small number
is explained by the fact that as soon as the presence of this disease
is suspected the patient is sent up to the Minor Ailments Clinic
and dealt with as a apecial case, without waiting for routine
inspection at school. In this way, 6 definite cases of tnberculosis
and 3 snspected cases were taken in hand during the course of the
year. One case of tuberculous glands of the neck was discovered
at the routine inspection and five cases of other forms of non-
pulmonary tuberculosis were dealt with at the Clinic.

(e) Skin Disease. Ringworm of the scalp, which used to fizure
largely under this head, is now reduced to very small proportions.
Only one case was discovered amongst the routine groups and 6
other fresh cases were dealt with at the Clinic. By an arrange-
ment entered into with Dr. David Arthur, 5, North Common
Road, Ealing, W. 5., on the 29th May, 1923, children suffering
from this troublesome disease can be sent to him on cortain days
for X-Ray treatment, and so far, the resunlts have been uniformly
satisfactory. In necessitous cases, the travelling expenses are
paid by the Local Authority.

Scabies, which a few years ago, reached considerable propor-
tions, a8 many as 8 cases being reported in one year, has now been
got in hand, and though 18 cases were discovered and treated, the
disease is not likely to be so widespread as it was, thanks to the
facilities now provided at the Clinic for bathing and disinfecting
the clothing of infected children. Iinpetigo and similar sores
make up the bulk of the skin cases that were dealt with, the num-
ber coming to just over 100.

(fy External Eye Disease. The majority of the cases under this
head are dealt with at the Clinic, where fhey are sent by the
teachers as soon as the condition is noted. Five cases of Bleph-
aritis and 1 case of Conjunctivitis were noted at routine inspection,



while 15 of the former and 10 of the latter were special cases ot
the Clinie.

(9) Vision. As described in previous reports, the School Oculist
attends at the Clinic on the fourth Wednesday of each montl
throughount the year, except during Augnst, for the purpose of
measuring the refraction and preseribing glasses, and dealing with
any other forms of defective vision or eye disease. Details of the
work under this head will be found in Group 2 of Table IV. The
spectacles preseribed at the Clinic are provided at a special rate
by Messrs. Kirby & Sons, 15, Oxzford Street, Reading, such prices
varying from 3/6 to 7/3. Amongst the routine groups, 16 child.
ren were alreadv wearing glagses prescribed for them at the Clinie.

(h) Far Disease and Hearing. Most of the cases of dischargping
ears are gent for immediate treatment at the Clinic, 8o that comp-
aratively few remain to be discovered at the rontine inspections.
The actnal eases appearing in the routine gronps for 1923 were, 2
with diacharge from the left ear, 1 from the right ear, and 2 others
with other affections of the ear. Four children showed a marked
degree of deafness in both ears, and 1 in the left ear only.

(1) Dental Defects, A summary of the work done by the School
Dentist is given in Gronp 4. of Table IV, where it will be noted the
ereater proportion of the time allotted to this work, is devoted tfo
treatment rather than to inspection.

(1) Crippling Defects. The cases under this head do not call for
apecial comment. The 5 cases appearing in the rontine gronps

had already been placed under treatment as special cases at the
Clinic.

6. Infectious Diseases. On the advice of the School Medical

Officer, the following Schools were eclosed for the periods
mentioned :

Name of School From To Cause
C. of E. Infants 26-11-23 After Xmas Holidays Measles
Boyn Hill Infants 30-11-23 ditto do,
Couneil Infants 30-11-23 ditto do.

St. Mary’s R.C. Infants 30-11-23 ditto do,



The following ia a list of the cages for which the School Medical
Officer gave a certificate of temporary exclusion from attendance at

School :
Abscoess ~r
Blepharitis
Boils
Conjunciivitis
Corneal Ulcer ...
Debility
Eyesight
Impetigo
Injuries e
Jaundice
Mumps
Otitis media
Rash
Ringworm, Sealp
Seables
Septic Conditions
Sore Throat
Teeth
Tuberculosis -
Verminous Head
b Body
Whooping Cough
Other ;
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Total Exclusions for Year 1883,

7. Pollowing up. The methods adopted for following up
children who have been recommended for treatment, have been
described at length in paragraph 7 of the report for 1820, No
change in these arrangements has taken place.

8. Medical Treatment.

(@) Minor Ailments. The working arrangements at the Clinic
at the Town Hall where minor ailments are treated remains the
same as described in paragraph 8 of last year’s report. The num-
ber of Children who attended the Clinie during the year 1923 was
345 and the number of attendances 1131.

By  Tonsils and Adenoids. The scheme for treatment of tonsils
and adenoids remains the same as described in paragraph 8 of the
report for 1921.

(e) Tuberewdosis. The remarks made in the corresponding para-
graph in last year's Report still hold good.



(d) Skin Disease. The majority of these are of a trivial nature
and are dealt with at the minor ailments Clinie. One or two of
the more severe forms of skin disease, c.g. Eczema and Psoriasis,
hawve been sent to special Hospitals for expert advice and directions
a8 to treatment.

{e) External Eye Disease. Cases of minor severity are dealt
with at the Cliniec. The more severe casea are referred to the
School Oenlist for adviee and directions as to treatment.

(f1 Defective Vision. An Eye Clinic is held on the fourth Wed-
nesday of each month throughout the year, (except during August).
The arrangements for examining cases and obtaining spectacles,
remain the same as deseribed in previous Reports. There were no
operations for squint.

(g) Eor Disease wid Henring, There is nothing further to add
to the paragraph which appeared under this head in last year's
Report.

(h) Dental Defects. The number of examinations of children by
the School Dentist at the Schools has been considerably curtailed
this year because of the number of hall Sessions devoted to filling
and conservative treatment. Also a considerable number of casual
cases have been dealt with. Numerical details of the work done
appears in Tuble IV., Group 4.

(5) Crippling Defects and Orfhopaedics. There is no special
scheme for the treatment of defects under this head, but such
cases as are brought to the notice of the School Medical Officer are
dealt with by referring them to a special hospital or local charities.

9. Open Air Education.

10. Phyainal Traintng.

11. Provision of Meals.

12. School Baths.

The Local Education Authority does not undertake any special
work under these heads.



18, Gn~nperatiun of Parents.

14. Co-operation of Teachers.

15. Co-operation of School Attendance Officer.

1. Co-operation of Voluntary bodies.
17. Blind, Deaf, Defective and Epileptic Children.

The arrangements remain the same as detailed in the correspond-
ing paragraphs of previons Reports.

18. Nursery Schools. None in this Area,

19. Secondary Schools. There are two secondary schools
in the Borough namely : The County School for Boys and the
County School for Girls. The medical inspection of pupils
attending these Schools is undertaken by the County Authority.

2(), Continuation Schools. These havenot yet been estab-

lished in the Borough.

21. Employment of Children and Young Persons
Mr. W. E. Harding, Sanitary Inspector and Inspector under the
Shops’ Act, was appointed in 1921 to act as Enforcement Officer
with regard to the Employment of Children and Young Persons :
The following is his Report npon the yvear's work :

No. of children registered and Employment Cards issued ... 1S
4 medically inspected and granted certificates 37
i s rejected 3

1 T3

who have reached the age limit (14 vears) or left
their employment and surrendered Employment

Cards ... 58
on Register 31st Dec., 1923 and engaged in the
following occupations :—

Lk |

| L1}

Delivering Newspapers 45
Delivering Milk 4
Delivering Bread gl 2
Golf Caddies 17
srrand Boys 8

Total 76

Minor Contraventions s 19



Hmployment of Young Persons.
STREET TRADING.

No. of Young Persons medically examined and granted Certifi-
cates, License and Badge G
No. of Younyg Persons medically examined and rejected
Details of Employment : Selling Newspapers
.+ UCakes
No. of Young Persons on Register 31st December, 1923 &

L === I

B

22, _Special BEnquiries. No special enquiries were con-
dncted during the Year under review.

23, Miscellaneous. Ten persons have been examined by the

School Medieal Officer as to fitness for employment as teachers in
the Local Elementary Schools ; these include :

2 Female Uncertificated Teachers.

2 Female Certificated Teachers.

5 Female Student Teachers.

1 Male Student Teacher.

24, Payments by Parents. The cost of spectacles snpplied
during the Year by Messrs. Kirby & Sons of Reading amounted
tn £17 0 11, of this amount, £7 2 6 was collected from Parents
of the children supplied. Other sums as shewn below were coll-
ected from Parents in respect of treatment at the Clinies.

(1) Spectacles £7 2 6
(2) Minor Ailments g 1
(3) Dental Treatment ... 2

£7 12 1

92 Statistical Tables. The Four Statistical Tables re.
quired by the Board as set oul in their Circular dated the 27th
December, 1923, are included at the end of this Report.










Table I. Return of Medical Inspections.
For the Calendar year ended Dec. 31st, 1923.

A. Routine Medical Inspections.

Number of Code Group Inspections:—

Entrants 156

Intermediates 180

Leavers 230

Total 566

Number of other Routine Inspections Nil.
B. Other luspections.

School Clinic Total

Number of Special Inspections 32 183 215

Number of Re.inspections 15 162 177

Toltal 47 a5 392



TABLE II. Return of Defects found by Medical
Inspection in the year ended 31st December, 1923,

L R 2 ~ Roatine | Special
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EB. Number of individual children found at Routine Medical Inspection
to require treatment (excluding Uncleanliness and Dental [diseases).

Number of Clnldren | Percentage of
Group e = children found
: - Found to require to require
IHHPEME::I { treatment. freatment,
1 s 'S 2_ e 1| 3 | 4
i !
Code Groups: 1 '
Entrants 156 I 14 , 89
Intermediates ... | 180 . 31 , 172
Leavers ... i 230 . 29 | 126
Total (Code Groups) | 566 | 74 . 1_3-[]1'
| |
Other Routine !
Inspections ... Nil. . Nil. f Nil.
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Table III. Numerical Return of all Exceptional

Children in the area in 1923,

Blind.
(Including

partially
Blind).

——

Deaf

(including

Deaf and

Dumb), and

partially
Deaf.

Mentally
Defective,

Suitable for Attending Certified Schools or
training in Classes for the Dlind :

a School | Attending Public Elementary
or class for Schools
the totally = At other Institutions

Blind. | At no School or Institution
Sunitable for | Attending Certified Schools or
training in a Classes for the Blind

School or | Attending Public Elementary
Class for the Schools

partially | At other Institutions

BElind. At no School or Institution
Suitable for Attending Certified Schools or
S Classes for the Deaf
a School or : Sk
Class for the  Attending Public Elementary |

Schools
:;}:?jgﬁn;?g At other Institutions .

Tiaiil At no School or Institution ...

umb.

5 5 %
Suitable for | Attending Certified Schools or |
training in a Classes for the Deaf i

School or | Attending Public Elementary |

|Class for the School |

partially | At other Institutions e

Deaf. At no School or Institution e

S IN: A as 21
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Uon;ml At other Institutions il
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Authority).
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Authority Imbeciles s o e
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Boys Girls Totals

Attending Certified Schoolsfor
Epileptics ...

Soffering | In Institutions other ‘than
from severe Certified Special Schools ...
Epilepsy. | Attending Public Elementary
Sehools
Epileptics At no School or Institation ... |
f?;f erﬁ;ﬁ Attending Publiec Elementary
| lepsy which Schools
| :L:\!::::; At no School or Institution
: A e L
' : At H:umrurm or Sanatorinm
! {::'ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁ?fv Schools spproved by the Min-
& Gl"l,ni"l;.ll-iir istry of Health or the Board ..,
3 | At other Jnstitutions

Physically

defective.,

‘Tuhemuh&siﬁ. ,
|

At no School or Institution siatl

| Non-inflect-
ions but
active
Pulmonary
and

Glandular
Tuberculosis, | |

Delicate
Children
| (e.g. pre or
| latent tub-
erculosis,
jmialmutrition,
debility,
. anmmia, ete.

| At Public E !uuemnry Schools ..

At Banatoria or Sunatorium
Schools approved by the Min-
istry of Health or the Board ..

At Certified Residential Open-
Air Schools i

At Certified Day Open Air
Schools

At other Institutions

| At no School or l,nsliLuI;iﬁn e

At Certified Residential Open-
Air Schools i i |
At Certified Day Upw! Air
Schools ... : R
At PPublic P.I:-nmman Sc.lmuls o
At other Institutions

At no School or Institation —

L
Active
non-pnl-
 monary tub-
erculusis,

| At Sanatoria or

Hospital
Schools approved by the Min-
istry of Health or the Board ...

At Public Elementary Schools ...

At other Institutions

At no School or Institution

BEw

e |

children
{other than
[ those with
active tuber-
culous dis-
ense), e g,
children sufl.
ering from
| Paralysis,
ete., and
incloding
those with
| severe heart

‘ Crippled
|

disease,

W

At Certified Hospital Schoals ...
At Certified Residential Cripple
Schools ...
At Certified Day anple
Schools ... o |
At Pablic Elementar}* Schools ...
At other Institutions ...
At no School or Institution
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Table IV. Return of Defects treated during the
Year ended 31st December, 1923.

Group 1.

Disease or Defect.

1
SKin—
Ringworm—=Scalp
Rin gwmm—HmI]r
Scabies

Impetigo

Other skin diseases
Minor Eye Defects —
(External and other, but
excluding cases t'a.]lmg in
Group IL.) .
Minor Ear Defects—
Miseellaneous—
(e.g. Minor Injories, Broises,
Bores, Chilblains, ete.

Total

EE

Treatment Table.
Minor Ailments (vxc,lmlmg Uneleanliness. for which see Gp. 5.)

during the Year.

humbm ul I}E[ﬁﬂth treated, or under treatment

Authority

[}
)
102
39

a2
23

103

228

Under the Local

's Scheme. Otherwise. Total.
2 y
1 7
g 51
2 10
10 112
: 34
3 25
5 23
4 112
=3 353

Group 2. Defective Vision and Squint (excluding Minor Kye Defects treated
as Minor Ailments—Group 1.)

Nomber of Defects dealt with,

Bubmuned
torefraction
by private
. Under practitioner
Disease or Defect the or at Hos- | Otherwise. Total.
Authority’s | pital, apart |
Scheme. from the
Aunthority's
Scheme.
1 - e O [t R 4 b
Errors of Refraction {mr,luchng
Squint), - : 63 3 1 72
Other Defects or Disease of
Eyes (excluding those re-
corded in Group 1.) = —- - —
Total 68 3 1 12
Total number of children for whom Spectacles were prescribed ;—
(a) Under the Authority’s Scheme e 52
(b) Otherwise el i . —
Total number of children who nbtamed or received bpemacleq -
{a) Under the Authority's Scheme 48

(b) Otherwise

BEE

CET ) BEE mas



Gmup 3. Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat.

Received Operative Treatment.
T T e
Aut.j:jgril._:f's By private Practit- Received other Total
Scheme, in iener of Hosprtal, | poeq) | forms of number
Clinic or ek Trar phie treatment. treated.
Hospital. IF Authority's Scheme. |
1 ! 2 ~Y 3 4 = 5
14 | 4 18 — ' -
Group 4. Dental Defects.
1. Number of children who were—
(a) Inspected by Dentist:
Aged 5 58
i & 42
" T 31
s B a9
Routine Age Groups. i'i' =
" =
" 12 . —
" 13 —
" 14 5 —
Total ... 170
Specials = cwis ) PR
Grand Total . 193
(b) Found to require treatment 122
¢) Actually treated ... 109
) 1y 1

(d) Re-treate 1 during the Year as the result

of periodical examination o 12
Inspection ... 3
2. Half-days devoted to Tatraene | 99
- 25
3. Attendances made by children for treatment ... 172
. Rillings Permanent Teeth ... 49
g Temporary Teeth ... -
— 49
g Permanent Teeth 34
5. Extractions Temporary Teeth 115
- 149
6. Administrations of general anmsthetics for extmrhmm Nil
- Permanent Teeth ... i
7. Other Operations Temporary Teeth ... 8

— 14



Group 5. Uncleanliness and verminous conditions,

1. Average number of visits per school made durmg the
year by the School Nurses

wrr

2, Total number of examinations of chahlren in the
Schools by School Nurses

3. Number of individual children found unelean

4. Number of children cleansed under arrangements
made by the Local Education Authority ...

5. Number of cases in which legal proceedings were
tan :---
(a) Under the Education Act, 1921 o
(b) Under School Attendance Byelaws

fi-4

1701
191

34

Nil
Nil












