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TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS

—0F THE—

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

-0F THE-—

BOROUGH OF MAIDENHEAD.

Lapies AnD (GENTLEMEN,

In submitting to you the Ninth Annual Report
of the School Medical Officer for the year ended 31st
December, 1916, I take the opportunity of express-
ing my sincere thanks to the School Teachers, the
School Attendance Officer, and the School Nurse
for the valuable assistance which they have given
me in carrying out the routine inspection at school
and also in the several other branches of work which
arise from it.

In former years it has been my custom to discuss
separately the various conditions discovered in the
course of these inspections, but now, owing to the
exigences of war-time, | shall confine my remarks
to a few general observations.

Approximately the same number of scholars
were examined in the schools as in previous years,
the grand total (including special cases) being 840.
The various groups and classes to which these
examinees belong, and the numbers inspected in
each department at each school is shown in Table
A, which also gives the corresponding figures for

1915.




In 53 instances a scholar due for inspection was
absent for illness or some other cause, and in 7 cases
the parents sent notice of their objection to the child
being examined. The attendance of parents at these
inspections was somewhat better than in previous
years (62.9% as against 53.4%) the greater proportion
appear with the young children of the “ entrant ” or
five year old group and comparatively few with
fourth or * leaver 7 group, whose ages are 12 years
or over.

The next table (Table B) indicates the general
physical and hygenic condition of the children
examined. In the main, the percentages are similar
to those recorded in previous years, but one or two
exceptions are worthy of remark. [t will be noticed
for instance those marked as of *“poor ” nutrition,
only amounted to 2.6% of total examined, while the
corresponding figures for 1915 and the previous
years were roughly double. Bad boots and in-
sufficient clothing were somewhat more common,
but there is a distinct improvement in the figure for
ragged and dirty clothing.

Some improvement is also noticed in regard to
nits and vermin in the hair as compared with the
previous year, but as the worst cases are generally
tidied up in anticipation of inspection the figures
give a better rather than a worse complexion to the
real state of affairs. The same remarks also apply
to the cleanliness of the clothing and body.

With regard to physical defects which are set
out in Table C, there is a diminution in the numbers
suffering from excessive enlargement of the tonsils
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and the presence of adenoids which obstruct the
breathing passages, and this is largely accounted for
by the number who have been surgically treated in
previous years, either through the school clinic or
privately at the Ray Mead Children’s Hospital and
elsewhere. The same is noticeable among those
who have defective eyesight (6/18 or less in one or
both eyes) and in direct relation with this obser-
vation, it should be noted that the proportion of
scholars wearing glasses is correspondingly in-
creased. Other defects do not call for any special
remarks as they have already been discussed in the
preceding reports. (See especially Report for 1914,
pp 16-20.

The record of past illnesses, measles, whooping
cough, etc., is given in Table D. This also has
been frequently commented upon in the reports,
and need not be further elaborated, as the figures
are much the same from year to year, viz., 8o% have
had measles, 43% whooping cough, 25% to 30%
chickenpox, 5-6% scarlet fever, diphtheria, and the
same for other illness added together.

The various ailments which have affected school
attendance during each month of the past year are
recorded in the following list :—

Janvary ... I[nfluenza.

Fesruary., Coughs, Colds, and several cases of
Whooping Cough.

MARCH...... Coughs and Colds. In the Infants’

Schools Measles and Whooping
Cough.

PUPRIL feassss Measles. Three Infant departments
closed.




MAY.ooiun Very little sickness.
June ...... Sickness and Sore Throats.
JuLry......... Very little sickness.

SEPTEMBER. Sore Throats.

OctoBER ... Sore Throats, Colds, and Diarrhoea.
Novemeer. Coughs and Colds.

Decemper. Influenza and Swollen Glands.

The weekly Inspection Clinic for examination of
scholars, whose fitness to attend school is in question,
or who are under observation was open every Friday
during school terms. The total number of cases
dealt with amounted to 174, and the total attend-
ances 492. The wvarious ailments which they
suffered from and other particulars are shown in
Table E.

The practical results of school medical inspection
in regard to the more important defects are detailed
in Table F which shows the nature of defect, the
number of cases, and where treatment was obtained.
At the end of 1915 there were 28 cases outstanding,
and of these, 8 were treated during 1916, 3 left the
district, and the remaining 17, either refused
treatment or are still outstanding. Ofthe 103 cases
in 1916, where printed notices were given calling
attention to defects, 72 were treated up to end of
March, 1917, in 10 cases no definite information as
to result of the notice could be obtained, and 21 had
either refused treatment or were waiting for a
more favourble opportunity. In this connection it
is much to be regretted that the services of the
School Nurse were temporarily dispensed with




during the early part of the year, the more so
as that action completely upset the arrangements
for regular attendance at the treatment clinic and
for systematic following up. Later on, a further
difficulty in the way of securing treatment arose
from the fact that several of the members of the staff
of the Cottage Hospital, who were chiefly concerned
with the treatment of school children, had entered on
military service, so that it was not always possible to
conduct the clinic on days appointed.

As in PI‘EVil)US years, ::lch-'antugu has been taken
of local charities, particularly the Mayor's fund, to
assist deserving persons in the purchasing of
spectacles, surgical boots and similar requirements,
and also in supplying milk to be given at school to
certain poorly nourished or weakly children.

Reviewing the year's work as a whole, it may be
described as distinctly satisfactory, considering the
dfficulties one has to contend with in war-time, and
the fact that the annual grant from the Board of
Education, in respect of School Medical Service,
for the past year amounted to £47 18s. 4d., the
highest yet received, shows that steady progress is
being made.

I am,
Ladies and Gentlmen,
Yours faithfully,

School Medical Officer.
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TABLE C.
Physical and Other Defects.
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TABLE D.
Record of past Illnesses.
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TABLE E.
Cases dealt with at Inspection Clinic, 1916.
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