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ANNUAL REPORT
ON THE
HEALTH OF THE RURAL SANITARY
DISTRICT OF THE ISLE OF WIGHT,

For TtHE Yrar 18399,

To the Members of the Isle of Wight Rural District
Counetl.

(GENTLEMEN,

[ have the honour to submit to you my annual report
on the health of vour district for the vear 18940, It in-

cludes a summary of the vital statistics of the year, of

the sanitary history of the district during the year, and
of its general sanitary state at the end of the year,
L NMITAE STATIS DRSS

The population of the Isle of Wight Rural Sanitary
District in 1881 numbered 20747, At the previous
census (1531) it numbered 25008 Since the last
census was taken 2,515, or 545 per cent. of the rural
population have been added to the towns, It is estimated
that but for this interference the population of your dis-
trict in the middle of 1599 would have numbered 31,135
What it is now is only an assumption, but for the pm~
poses of this report it is taken at 25,020 in the middle
of the year.

Population,



The natural increase of population, by excess of
births over deaths was 179,

E’;ﬂﬂ;‘_iﬂ““ The acreage of the Isle of Wight Rural Sanitary
District is 85,114. In 1891 it was §7,599. 1,785 acres,
much of it agricultural land and rural in character, have
been included within the urban areas. The average
population to the acre in the middle of the year was
U-3:38, or one person to 294 acres.

Syt it 619 births and 440 deaths were registered as having
occurred in your district during the year. The births
numbered 328 boys and 291 girls. Of the births 25 were
illegitimate. Of these 16 were boys and 12 were girls.
Of the 440 deaths 264 were those of males and 176 those
of females.

The births and deaths in each quarter were as
follows :

BIRTHS. DEATHS.

M. F. ‘Total M. F. Tatal.

1st quarter 99 67 162 59 39 98

gnd G4 84 153 6G0) 45 105

3rd 82 69 151 63 36 101

4th ,, S22 il 153 =) 515 1:36

328 291 G19 264 176 440

Birth rate and In 1899 the birth rate in the Isle of Wight Rural

death rate.

Sanitary District was 207 per 1,000 of the population,
which is lower than the very low birth rate of 1898, and
is the lowest recorded birth-rate of your district. It was
210 per 1,000 in 15398, 24-2 in 1897, 24°8 in 1896, 36-2 in

1895, 225 in 15394, and 259 in 1893,
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The death-rate was 152 per 1,000 living. But 78
persons who were temporarily resident in the district
are known to have died within it, and there were pro-
bably others. Deducting these 7= deaths the death rate
is reduced to 125 per 1,000 living,

The mean birth-rate in the ten years [1550-98 was
245 and the mean death-rate was 156 per 1,000 living.
If we compare the mean birth-rate and the mean death-
rate for ten years with the birth-rate and death-rate of
15399 we find the birth-rate was 3%, and the death-rate
was 04 below the average.

The birth-rate in England and Wales in 1599 was 20+
per 1,000 of the population, whichis lower than that of any
other vear on record; compared with the average in the
ten years 1889-9%8 the birth-rate in 1399 shows a de-
crease of 1.0 per 1,000. The death-rate in 1599 was
183 per 1,000 living, which is higher than the rate in
either of the three years immediately preceding, but 01
below the average rate in the ten years 155995,

The death-rate in country districts — the area outside
the boundaries of urban sanitary districts — was 163 per
1,000 of the population of the rural districts of England
and Wales. The mean death-rate in these districts in
the ten vears 15%89-95 was 168 per 1,000,

The birth-rate in the Isle of Wight Rural Sanitary
District in 1899 was 86 below the birth-rate o’ England
and Wales and 96 below the mean birth-rate in the
ten years 1889-95.  The death-rate was 31 below the
death-rate of England and Wales and 32 below the
mean annual death rate of the ten vears 1559-9s,  De-
ducting the deaths among strangers in the district, the
death-rate was 53 below the general death rate of the

Mean hirth rate
and death-rate
inten years.

Birth-rate and
death-rate in
England and
Wales,

Comparison of
the hirth-rate
il death-rate
in the LW,
Hural Sanitary
yistrict with
those of Kng-
land and Wales.



Male and
female death-
rate.

Infant mortality

year, and 59 below the average death-rate of the ten
years 13539-98, The death-rate of the Isle of Wight
Rural Sanitary District was 1°1 below that of the rural
districts of the country generally, or deducting the
deaths among temporary residents 3-8 below it, and it
was 16 below the mean annual death-rate in rural
districts in the ten years 1889-98, or, deducting the deaths
among strangers, 43 below it

Comparing the death-rate of the Isle of Wight Rural
Sanitary District in each of the ten years 1890-99 with
the death-rate in England and Wales, and with that of
the rural registration sub-districts in the same years
we find it was in

ENGLAND AND WALES. RURAL DISTRICTS.
1550 4°1 below the average. 24 below the average
1801 37 e 3 2% e 7
1892 07 i3 (.2 above -
1893 46 |, 5 2.5 below s
1294 -3 above 4 1.:3 above >
18495 19 below i (-2 below "
1596 o506 T " 15 i i
189 42 5 - 20 s "
18998 81 |, i - p
18998 31 ,, & |52 &

In 1898-91, 91 males per 1,000 of the population of
your district died, and 60 females,

57 of the deaths registered were those of infants who
died under one year of age. The proportion of deaths
under one year of age to registered births was 92 per
1,000. The mean proportion of deaths under one year
to registered births in the ten years 1889-95 was 026
per 1,000, The rate of mortality among infants under
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one year of age to 1,000 registered births in England
and Wales was 163, which is 12 per 1,000 above the
mean proportion in the ten years 1830-95. In your
district it was 06 per 1,000 below the mean of the
district.  Excluding 100 larger towns the mortality
under one year of age in England and Wales was equal
to 124 per 1,000. In 1899 the'infant mortality in the
Isls of Wight Rural Sanitary District was 71 per 1,000
below that of the country generally, and 32 per 1,000
below that of the country generally after excluding 100
larger towns.

97 children, 22 per cent. of all the deaths, died under
five years of age, and 20 children, or 45 per cent. of the
deaths, died between one and five years. The deaths
between one year and sixty-five numbered 210, or 477
per cent. of the deaths.

173 persons died at 65 and upwards, which is equiva-
lent to :39.3 per cent. of the deaths at all ages. Of these
40 died between 65 and 70, 74 between 70 and S0, 54 be-
tween 80 and 90, and five died over 0. Three of these
were men and two were women —the greatest age at
death — that of a farm labourer at Shalfleet — was 99,

The deaths included those of 78 persons who were
not permanently resident in the district.  Of these 46
died in the workhouse who had come there from the
urban districts of the Island; 17 died in the County
Lunatic Asylum at Whitecroft, 17 of whom were Island
town residents, and six were from the mainland ; 13
died in the National Hospital for Consumption at St,
Lawrence, who were strangers to the Island ; a visitor
at Bonchurch was drowned while bathing, and the body
of a stranger was found on the shore at Brighstone,

Mortality of
the aged,

Deaths of
strangers in
the district.



Deaths from
violemes,

Mortality from
cortain disenses.
Zymot i
disenses.
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Of the deaths, eight occurred from some form of
violence. There were three cases of suicide, two of
them in Parkhurst Prison, where one convict cut his
throat and another hanged himself, and a young agri-
culturist, residing near Godshill, shot himself. A man
died in the workhouse after having been knocked down
by a horse. A visitor was drowned while bathing on
the south-east coast, and the body ol a man was washed
ashore at Brighstone, probably from some wreck in the
Channel. A child of three fell from the cliff at Fresh-
water and was killed, and a youth was crushed to death
by a founder of the cliff at Colwell Bay. In 1599 1-8
per cent. of the deaths were due to violence, and 0.27
per 1,000 of the population. In 1893 the deaths from
violence were 21 per cent. of the deaths and 0-31 per
1,000 of the population. In 1397 they were 18 per
cent.,, and 024 per 1,000 respectively; in 1896 49 per
cent. and 066 per 1,000 ; and in 1895 2'6 per cent. and
047 per 1,000, The mean percentage of deaths from
violence in the Isle of Wight Rural Sanitary District in
the ten years 1889-98 was 32 In England and Wales
the deaths referred to different forms of violence in 1599
were in the proportion of 0-G4 per 1,000 of the popula-
tion against 066 and 061 in the two preceding years,
In 6°3 per cent. of all the deaths in England and Wales
inquests were held.

The 440 deaths from all causes included

| attributed to scarlatina.

3 a diptheria.
1 - membranous croup.
2 e enteric fever.,
I B erysipelas.
2 i whooping cough.
15 diarrheaea.



These 25 deaths from zymotic diseases were cqual to i:-:fll:ﬂlimlt'ath-
a death-rate of 036 per 1,000 of the population, and to
56 per cent. of all the deaths. The zymotic death-rates of
the three previous years were 0-70, 077 and 087 per 1,000
of the population of your district.  The mean zymotic
death-rate in the Isle of Wight Rural Sanitary District
in the ten years 1859-48 was 1 05.  The zymotic death-
rate in England and Wales in 1809 was 2:21 per 1,000
living, against 221, 2-17, and 2-22 respectively in the
three preceding vears. The average annual zymotic
death-rate in England and Wales during the decennium
1581-90 was 2:30 per 1,000 living against 345, 4:15 and
355 per 1,000 respectively in the three decennia
comprised in the period 18351-580,

Fifty-five persons died of consumption, equal tod death- Phthisis,
rate of 1'go per 1,000 of the population. Twelve of these
died inthe Royal National Hospital for Consumption, who
were strangers to the Island ; seven died in the work-
house, who were Island residents, but not inhabitants
of yvour district; and three died in the Asylum at White-
croft, one of whom was an inhabitant of the Island, but
not of your district, and two of whom were strangers to
the Island  Deducting these the death-rate from
phthisis was 1'13 per 1,000 living in your district. It
was 1°41 per 1,000, if we exclude only strangers to the
Island. The percentage of deaths from phthisis to all
the deaths was 12'50, or deducting the deaths among
visitors from the mainland ¢°31, and of Island visitors to
your district as well, s00. The percentage of deaths
from phthisis to all the deaths in England and Wales is
93

Bronchitis, pneumonia, and pleurisy were the Lunk diseases,

registered causes of 51 deaths, 11 of which were those



Heart disease.

Cancer,

Tuberculosis.

Notified
dizenses,

Zymotic death-

rale,

10

of children under five years of age. Four of the
persons who died from one or other of these lung
diseases did not belong to your district. This is equal
to a death-rate of 17 per 1,000 living, and to a percentage

of 115 of the deaths. 3°3 is the mean death-rate in
these diseases.

Heart disease caused the deaths ol 51 persons, five of
whom were strangers to your district. The deaths from
heart discase were equivalent to a rate of 1°7 per 1,000
living, and to a percentage of 11°5 ol the deaths. The
mean death-rate from heart disease is 1°3 per 1,000.

3o cases of death from the different forms of cancer
were registered, which is equivalent to 6'8 per cent. of
the deaths from all causes. The mean percentage of
deaths from cancer to all the deaths in kngland and
Wales is 2°7.

Six deaths were registered as due to some form of
scrofula other than pulmonary tuberculosis or con-
sumption. This is equivalent to a percentage of 1°3 of
the deaths. The percentage of deaths from tuberculosis
to all the deaths in England and Wales is 3°5.

96 cases of infectious disease in your district were
notified in 1899. They were equal to 3731 per 1,000 of
the population. They included 56 cases of scarlatina,
11 cases of diphtheria, 1 of membranous croup, 18 of

enteric fever, 1o of erysipelas.

[ am of opinion the zymotic death-rate of your district
is not correctly given. It is calculated from the deaths
from ccrtain discases, including erysipelas and diarrheea.
The single case ol death from erysipelas arose from in=
flammation of the mamma in a woman ol 6g, the skin

becoming eventually involved in the inflammation.  In-
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deed, the few cases of erysipelas notified of those which
occur are not cases of infectious zymotic discase with
which one was formerly familiar in the surgical wards of
hospitals, but to disease confined to the individual and
known in medicine as idiopathic erysipelas.  Asregards
diarrhea, we rarely have in your district outbreaks of
diarrheea due to zvmotic causes such as occur in large
towns. Many ol the cases of diarrhaa among children
have a nervous origin, and are often associated with
dentition, while other cases arise from improper feeding.
It is not generally known how impossible it is for the
peasantry to obtain milk in some sections of a rural
district.  Diarrhceea in voung children is sometimes
caused by milk, as is proved by its disappearance when
the milk is boiled or when it is obtained from another
source. The milk vended by “small” dairymen who
have not proper facilities, and who do not appreciate the
necessity o the most careful precautions in collecting it, is
more {requently the cause, apparently, of diarrhcea in
young children. But, speaking generally, the eleven
cases of children under five years whose deaths were
registered as having occurred from diarrheea, did not die
of a zvmotic discase.  As old age comes on the powers
decline and diarrheea is often present. Frequently cases
are registered as having died from senile decay and
diarrhaea.  The two cases of adults were registered as
having died of exhaustion from diarrheea pure and
simple, and they were included among the deaths from
diarrhcea.  One was the case of a man of 70, the other
that of a woman of 62. It is very doubtful if these cases
were of zymotic origin,  Five deaths were registered as
having occurred from gastro-enteritis.  These are in-
cluded among “ all other discases ” in Table A.
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2. THE SANITARY HISTORY OF THE
YEAR.

In reporting to you upon the sanitary history of vour
district during the year under review, it would appear to
be necessary to state that the local Government Board
require the annual report of the medical officer of health
to be carefully made in accordance with the official in-
ctruct’ons, and to restate that these instructions direct
h'm to report upon the conditions affecting health in his
district, and with the means for improving those condi-
tions, and to consider these subjects with reference to
the past and future as well as to the particular year.
He has no choice, therefore, in whatever direction his
report may tell, and whether the consideration of these
subjects with reference to the past and future as well as
to the present involves the action of the Council he
scrves or that of other authorities.

The principal zymotic or preventible diseases present
in your district during the year were scarlatina,
diphtheria, membranous croup, enteric fever, measles,
and chicken pox.

An epidemic of measles which started in 1895 spread
over the Isle of Wight, and finally died out in the
Calbourne area at the beginning of 1898, It was of a

])Ell‘lil‘lrlill'l“.‘ severe type, So far as your district was

concerned it did not appear again till the spring of

1899, and then in a milder form. It was present at
Wootton, FFreshwater, and Gurnard, and later in the year
at  Yarmouth, Bembridge, Merstone, Whitwell, and

Wootton ;l:,:,r:Lin.

It s el e ol i T e o P e ——— e i o
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Whooping Cough prevailed at Yarmouth and at
Lock’s Green in the spring, and in the autunmn it ap-
peared in the southern-centre and =outh ol the distr.ct

from Hu:ri{h'_\.' to Niton.

Chicken Pox was epidemic at Bonchurch and Brading
in May and June, at Northwood in June, at Godshill in
May, June and July, at Carisbrooke in August, at
Rookley and Chillerton in September, at Totland Bay
there were cases in Octeber, and in November and

December it was widespread in the Brighstone area,

Apparently there was an absence of Searfafina from
your district until March, when a casz at Bembridge was
notified. It was that of a bov who plaved football with
boys from St, Helens, where the disease prevailed.  In
April and :l'ilii}' there were cases of sore throat associated
with rash at Brading among children attending schools
at which children from St. Helens also attended, and in
June several cases of Scarlatina were notilied, and the
schools were closed.  In August two cases were noti-
fied. In September there was a fresh outbreak of
scarlatina, which died down and ccased in December
In May a case occurred at Werrar, Northwood, the
poison having been brought from East Cowes. In
August there were cases of the discase among the
children at the Whippingham Parochial Schools at
which children from East Cowes attended, and in
November a fresh outbreak occurred. Unconnected
with this, a household in Whippingham Parish becamce
infected from Ryde apparently. In December a girl
went home from school at Ryde to Brighstone and had
scarlatina, three other members of the family becoming
infected.  In October there were cases of scarlatina at
the ”a_}'h‘.lln_l.-; Police Station, and a boy at Smallbrook,
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who attended the Bettesworth Road Schools - closed
shortly after on account of scarlatina —had the disease ;
and in December a child at Upton attending the Ashey
Schools was affected. In October there was an
imported case at Golden Hill Fort, Freshwater, and two
other cases occurred in the house from which she was
nursed in November. About the same time a case
occurred at Freshwater Bay, and later there was a case
at Cliff Hill, there having been communication between
the different houses. In July a whole family were in-
fected at Carisbrooke, the mother having visited an in-
fected house in Portsmouth.

A case of Diphtheria occurred in a child attending the
.L.-il.l'i_‘-illl'lnillit' Bocnrd Ht'h:ul], ||l:|||ﬂ}'|1i:|l, il ]|HI'=-‘-L'1|[‘]I.|§‘..',|'
Hill.  There were several unnotified cases of throat
affection in the neighbourhood. In February a case
occurred in the Infirmary Buildings at Parkhurst Prison,
an insanitary place notorious for diptheria. In Marcha
case was admitted to the Workhouse from Sandown. In
August a case at Head Down, Niton, was notified. In
January two cases were notified in the same house at
Middleton, Freshwater; and in November a child died
from the disease at Church Place, Freshwater. In
November a girl had diphtheria at Hurstake on the
Medina, who attended the Hunnyhill Schools, other
members of her family having had bad throats about a
fortnight previously. In November a child had
diphtheria immediately after returning home from
Werrar, Northwood. In the same month a boy who
went to school in West Cowes had diphtheria in Rew
Street in the same parish, and at the beginning of
December a case at Gurnard was notified. ‘The boy
attended the Gurnard School. There were other cases of
throat affection in Gurnard at the time,
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In October a case notified as MWembranous Croup died
at Freshwater.

A case of Enteric Fever at the well-known and
admirable convalescent home at Bonchurch was notified
in May. The child was sent from the London Hospital
as convalescent from broncho-pneumonia.  He had evi-
dently had enteric fever, from a relapse of which he was
suffering. In September anotherchild in the Home, from
the Evelina Hospital for sick children, developed the
discase. She was supposed to have suffered from a
chest affection also, but at the time she was in the
“Evelina " her mother was in a London Hospital suffer-
ing from enteric fever, and another member of the
family had the disease just previously. There was a
third case in  October among these supposed
convalescing children from London hospitals. One
does not like to be severe in one’s criticisms of
an error in diagnosis in such a discase as enteric fever,
but one cannot avoid the impression that gross careless-
ness alone can account for cases of enteric fever remain-
ing unrecognised in large London hospitals, and the
correspondence 1 have had upon the subject does not
diminish that impression. In December a gardener at
St. Lawrence living in the village of Whitwell had, and
subsequently died of, enteric fever. It was difficult to
trace the source of the poison as the patient did not take
milk and was supposed to rarely drink cold water; but,
as 1 have often said, there is no knowing where the
sewage of the Underclift finds it way, and all under-
ground water there which is not beyond any risk of con-
tamination shoutd be boiled before drinking. In June a
young gamekeeper living at Lynn Cross, Briddlesford,
had the discase. It was hot weather, and the supposi
tion was he had drunk polluted water while at work in
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that clay district. In July a convict had enteric fever in
Parkhurst Prison. These cases of enteric fever at the
Prison are usually difficult to trace, but a stream runs
through the grounds; it is a clay district, and one can
imagine contaminated water being drank by convicts
when at work in the fields in hot weather, In September
three cases were notified in the family of a prison
warder-—who also had the disease—resident in Park-
hurst Terrace, Horsebridge Hill. A sanitary official of
the Corporation of Portsmouth in ill-health had bzen
visiting at the house. Subsequently I had corre-
spondence with the Portsmouth Medical Officer of
Health about the case of this man, who developed enteric
fever after he returned to his home. My own view was
he was suffering from the disease when hz went to
Horsebridge Hill. There was an abominable stench in
the w.c,, and in an adjoining outhouse whenever the
closet was useld, which was lound to be due to a broken
pipe of an imperfectly ventilated drain.  In September
there were two cases in a cottage lealding to the Medina
Cement Works. One of the youths worked at and the
other visite! West Cow.os, and had been to no other
place for month: A soak-wcll on the premises was
dry, and watcr was obtained from the Cement Works,
but it was o short there that the family ol six persons
had only 48 gallonas a week for all purpases. In October
a girl attending the Northiwood Schools had enterie fever
in Tinker's Lane.  She began to be ill a fortnight after
drinking water at school, and at the time she told her
mother it had a nasty taste.  The children are forbidden
to drink the water, but she was very thirsty., In
September there were three cases of enteric fever in the
Station Hospital at Parkhurst Barracks. A case had
previously diad there, and a woman had been sent from
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the married quarters in the Barracks to the Ryde
Infirmary, whose case was diagnosed there as one of
enteric fever. In October two other cases were notihed
and a soldier died in South Alfrica from enteric fever
evidently contracted in the Barracks. By the action of
the Isle of Wight Rural Sanitary Authority a polluted
deep well and surface pipes in Parkhurst FForest, from
which the water supply of the Barracks was formerly
obtained, were no longer used, and the Carisbrooke
water of the Corporation of Newport was laid on,
When this supply caused an epidemic ol enteric fever,
the local supply was again used, and has been continued
since for cleansing purposes.  Unfortunately this water
was supplied to the ablution rooms, tanks in which were
marked ** for drinking " ; and, morcover, the valves be-
tween the two sets ol water pipes — that which carried
the independent supply, and that which carried the local
supply —were impertect, and in the case of an incon-
stant supply, which the Newport supply tormerly was,
and the consequent vacuum in the pipes, the water of the
local supply could, to some extent, pass into them. |
am happy to say that as a result of the representations
made the polluted deep well is closed, and the pipe is re-
moved from it, and the Carisbrooke water, as 1 am
informed, circulates throughout the DBarracks. An
inmate of the Isle of Wight Lunatic Asylum died in
October from enteric fever, the source ol which was not

clear.

The ten cases of idiopathic erysipelas notified were
distributed in different sections of your district.

The compulsory notification of infectious discases
which came into force in your district at the carliest

possible moment after the passing of the Act, and which

Compiuilsary
notifieation of
Tafections
IEHETIES
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has operated with as great smoothness and absence of
friction as in other districts —does not make the Medical
Officer of Health acquainted with the existence of every
case of infectious disease in his district, and was never
expected to do so. In many mild cases no medical man
was Iin attendance, and in some the disease is not re-
cognised and its existence is not suspected until it is
communicated to others. But if the patient be of school
age he will probably be detained from school, and his
absence will come under the notice of the schoolmaster
or mistress and the cause of it ascertained. If the in-
formation thus gained throughout a sanitary district be
communicated to the Medical Officer of Health, it must
greatly assist him in his work.

You adopted my suggestion that forms in stamped
wrappers should be .issued to every master or mistress
of a public elementary school, that opportunity may be
afforded of voluntary notification to the Medical Officer
of Health, of any child absent from school because of
scarlatina, diphtheria, typhoid fever, measles, whooping
cough, influenza, chicken pox, mumps and sore throat.
These forms were issued at the beginning of the vear,
and have been largely made use of. In nine months
more than 100 notifications have been made. [ first
learnt from these voluntary notifications the existence of
scarlatina  at  Whippingham and Brading and of
diphtheria at Totland Bay, diseases which are com-
pulsorily notifiable; and but for them, unless a death
occurred, I should not have known that measles
chicken pox and whooping cough were present in the
places I have already named.

As in the Isle of Wight almost every schoolmaster
and mistress of a public elementary school is directly
interested in the Government Grant, the making these
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notifications is of importance to them, as, il they notify,
I certify under Clause 101 of the Code, and credit is
agiven at the rate of the average attendance during the
vear of the absent child during his absence on account
of infectious disease. The ratepayers benefit to even a
larger extent, and the cost to them of the notifications is
infinitesimal,

There is, of course, only one object in notification,
that knowing where disease exists its spread may be
prevented.  This can alone be secured by the isolation
of the patient.  In small cottage homes it is almost im-
possible to secure efficient i=olation, and vet it i1s astonish-
ing in how many instances the efforts made, and the
sclf=sacrific of the mother prove succeesstul. Dut the
presence of infectious disease is an enormous burden to
the poor, and however willing they may be to make
effort it is absolutely impossible in many instances to
prevent its spread to other members of the house-

hold.

Your predecessors decided twelve or thirteen years
ago to make permanent provision for the isolation of
cases of infectious disease, and from that time the ques-
tion of securing isolation hospitals o~ a hospital for
vour district has been under consideration. Having
given tully the history of the question in my annual re-
port for 1598, 1 need not refer to the subject further
than to say that having chosen a site in a suitable posi-
tion and with a good water supply available, and having
received the sanciion of the Local Government Board to
borrow the money required on the condition always in-
sisted on that you should give an undertaking not to
isolate smallpox in the proposed hospital, you resolved
to abandon the site, having passed a resojution that no

Isolation.

Tsnlation
haspital.
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site would be suitable upon which a smallpox hospital
could not be built. You then adopted another site on
the summit of Alvington Down, quite unsuitable from
the sanitary standpoint.  You applied for sanction to
purchase the land. A Local Government Board Inquiry
was held, and sanction was refused on the ground that
the site chosen was unsuitable. You have now been
requested to select another site.  The most desirable ar-
rangement for the isolation of infectious disease in the
Isle of Wight would have been by the provision of two
hospitals, one for each Medene, available for the towns
and your district. For this the Rural Sanitary
Authority strove; but obviously without the co-opera-
tion of the towns two hospitals could not be provided.
In selecting a site for one hospital for your district it
should be situated at its geozraphical centre and should
be readily accessible, If possible an independent water
supply should be available, and the subsoil should be
porous.

You have given expression to your desire to make
provision for the isolation of small-pox. Inorder to do
that you must build a hospital with an administration
block on a site a quarter of a mile from any building
The few occasions on which such provision has been
required in your district would hardly justify the out-
lay. DBut there should be a small-pox hospital in the
Isle of Wight available for the whole of the
inhabitants.

In your district disinfection by means of sulphurous
acid gas has been proved to be entirely efficient, and 1
cannot but suppose in the face of recent criticism that
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sufficient sulphur is not used by those who have found
it fail. As Table B will show, a large number of
disinfections were done by the Inspectors during the

}Ll._"il | B3

Upon the subject of the spread ol infectious diseases
at school I have nothing to add to my remarks in my
annual report for 1838, It is to be hoped the managers
of public elementaay schools are becoming educated in
this matter, as there has been much less friction than in
recent years anl some of the School Boards have sug-
gested to me the advisability of closing  their schools
before 1 considerel it absolutely necessary., In the
Isle of Wight—where the personal element enters =o
largely into every guestion, and suspicion of the motives
of individuals, whether ofticial or private, so generally
prevails—it is most desirable that members ol public
bodies should inform themselves about the matters upon
which they have to decide and not trust to the judg-

ment of two or ithree ol their -:_‘ulh:;l‘t_;l_u::;‘

During the year under review the public clementary
and Sabbath schocls were closed at Brading and
Whippingham on account of the prevalence ol
scarlatina, at Wootton on account of measles and
whooping cough, at Chale on account of measles, and
at Go!shill anl Brighstone on account of chicken
poX,

Spread of
Infectinus
diseia=es at
sehonls and
clo e of
sehinols by the
Soamitary
Authority.

In my annual report for 15.8 | endcavoured to ex- Scavenging.

plain that scavenginz in populous places, even though
there be considerable curtilag: to the houses, is neces-
sary because accumulations of fiith are permitted near
the dwellings, and because people living under these
conditions a“c more liable to the influence of the poisons
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which produce disease than others. In my opinion there
Is no money better spent by you than in scavenging.
Complaints were made during the year that it was not
efficiently done in some districts. As I dwelt so fully
upon the subject in my last annual report I will not en-
large upon it now, but I may say that the parochial
committees may render you real service by giving
attention to the scavenging in their parishes. It would
probably be better to have a double tender for scaveng-
ing, one for the emptying of cess-pits and the other for
the removal of house refuse. In my last annual report
I referred to the more populous places in your district
which should be scavenged. You referred the question
to the respective parochial committees, and at Wroxall a
Parish Meeting was called to consider the question.
The issue was a little confused by a proposition to
sewer Wroxall, as it has an independent water supply
instead of scavenging it. It would be of immense sani-
tary benefit to Wroxall to possess a sewer, but a sewer
is not an alternative to scavenging. If Wroxall were
sewered, the removal of house refuse would still be
necessary. Sanitary reform, like other reforms, is
sometimes better for being gradual, if it benottoo gradual.
After an expenditure in providing a water supply arest
may be desirable while the increase of assessable value
it has stimulated is accumulating, and in an inland
place, unless the necessity is very pressing, it may
be wise at the present time to wait a little for the results
of the experiments now being made with a view to ob-
taining a cheaper method ol the disposal ot sewage by
bacterial treatment. The Parish Meeting were of
opinion Wroxall should be secavenged, but the
Parochial Committee have asked for delay in the
matter,
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As regards five-cighths of the population of the lsle -.-hi.."_.q_,,,m,,ln'r
of Wight-—that of the towns —and as regards that por- o
tion of the remaining three-eighths —that of your
district —with which you deal, the scavenging refuse is
deposited within the area you administer. You have
acted upon the recommendations made to you, and, ac-
cepting vour suggestions, the urban authorities by a
clause in their scavenging contracts regulate the deposit
of refuse, and for the most part they use covered carts,
You require covered carts to be used, and your in-
spectors have instructions to see that your scavengers
deposit the refuse in such a manner as to avoid nuisance.
The result has been a large diminution of the danger
and annoyance which formerly obtained. I have only
received one complaint from town residents or visitors
during the year under review, and that had reference to
the Ventnor town refuse deposited near the highway.
But complaints have reached me of the nuisance arising
from the refuse of Yarmouth, and particularly complaint
has been made of the deposits of the contents of the
sewage cart at Freshwater, more especially of those
made in the field at the side of the parochial schools,

Among the obligations incumbent upon you under sewerage and
the law, the most important are the provision of sewers FaLS AP
and independent water supplies.  These obligations are
being met to a larger extent than at any time during the
seventeen years | have had the honour to be the medical
officer of health of your district.

The complement of a sewer is an independent water gewers.
supply, the provision ol which should precede its con-
struction.  During the year 1599 sewers which have
been for years in contemplation have been laid and

other works of sewcrage have been decided upon. It
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is highly satisfactory, and not less so because much of
the sanitary engineering work of your district in the
past has been open to criticism, that your Inspectors
acting as Surveyors under the Act have designed and
carried out, or will carry out, some of the schemes you
have adopted. I referred in my last annual report to
the very creditable production of a scheme for the ex-
tlension ol the Wootton sewer, which, at the time of

writing, is about to be laid under the superintendence of

the Inspector who had the principal part in its design.
The more difficult Gurnard sewer ol the West Medene
Inspector, which has been designed with the assistance
of his colleague, is equally satisfactory, and I have no
doubt the water supply of Chale and Blackgang will be
carried out by another of your Inspectors in a
thoroughly competent manner. But it is a curious
anomaly that while you give the more difficult work of
sewerage—which demands much time and attention not
only in designing but in carrying out—to your In-
spectors, you have employed others to do the simpler
works of water supply as in Northwood, the extension
of the Haylands drain to Haven Street, the extension of
the Binstead main to Kite ill and Fishbourne, and the
proposed water supply ol Niton.

When sewage can be discharged into the sea directly
many of the difficulties of sewage discharge are over-
come. If the currents do not carry it immediately to-
wards the shore it is rapidly acted upon and changed
by the chemical constituents and bacterial life of salt
water.  When sewage has to find its way either directly
or indirectly from the sewer to a watercourse its
character has to be changed.  This is done by chemical

treatment, which causes the deposit ol its solid con-
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stituents, known when so deposited as sludge.  The
disposal of this sludge in such a district as yours must
necessarily be a troublesome matter.  In my last annual
report, 1 briefly described the cffort which is being
made to apply the methods of nature to the destruction
of sewage. Practically it is discharged into a cess-pit
in which it is subjected to the action of microbes which
flourish in the absence of air and light, and which
break up and alter its character. At the same time it is
rendered most offensive to the sense of smell, It isthen
acted upon by a different set of microbes which flourish
in the presence of light and air, to which it is
fully exposed, and if this action is complete it ceases to
be sewage. But the position must be suitable, and as at
present applied this method can only be used in favour-
able positions. This system of sewage disposal is at
present only in the experimental stage.  When it passes
from this the hope is it may be in such a form as to
facilitate the sewerage of some of the more populous
villages of your district,

There is nothing to add to what 1 said in my last an-
nual report with reference to Haylands sewer. It does
not empty itself, but it has continued to work through
the year. There is an smpasse. The Local Govern-
ment Board called upon you to relay the sewer, but
refused a loan for that purpose. The assessable value
of the parish of Ashey does not admit of the cost of re-
laying being provided in one year; the paying the
cost by the whole of your district would be illegal
although not inequitable.  In the meantime the School
Lane houses remain unconnected, and their laundry
water is not, therefore, available for flushing., As you
cannot force their connection and as the Parochial Com-

mittee will not consent to your making the connection,

Havlands
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but suggest you should flush the sewer by means of an
automatic flushing tank supplied by Ryde water, and as
the Ryde Corporation will not supply you with the
water, it would seem that nothing can be done.

The sewer in contemplation so many years for drain-
ing houses properly in the Upton Road has at last been
laid, the upper part of the Mitchell's Road Sewer with
which it connects having been at the same time extended
and reconstructed. It is fortunate for the district that
the Local Government Board would not permit the
sewer to be laid at the backs of the houses as
intended.

All the trouble of years in the Fairlee Road has
ended by laying the sewer to the Newport sewer. It
would be interestiug to calculate the money value of the
time spent in connection with the Sanitary Authority
about the nuisances which have suddenly ceased by a
payment of £35 a year by the parish of Whippingham
for thirty years.

Carisbrooke was sewered during the year, and old-
standing nuisances which could not be abated have
ceased to exist.

You applied to the Local Government DBoard for
sanction to borrow /300 for the extension of the
Wootton sewer, an Inquiry was held, and sanction was
given. At the time of writing the contract has been
let, and the work is about to be commenced. The rule
that provision of an independent water supply should
precede sewerage has been departed from at Wootton,
but it was inevitable, and the gradient of the proposed
sewer is for the most part very steep.

I need not repeat the long history ol your attempts to
sewer Freshwater, which has been fully given in
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previous annual reports. You are bound by your under-
taking to sewer the place. I you fail to fulfil your
oblizations the probability is the work will be done for
you, and the cost of it will probably fall upon your
district as a whole.  This would be as it should be, for
the sanitary needs of a district should be provided out
of the common fund as the highway expenses are, but
the law does not provide for this excepting in cases of
default.  As the result of a Local Government Board
Inquiry upon the petition of alarge ratepayer, you were
declared in default.  After this, pressure was made on
you, and you applied for sanction to borrow £20,000
in order to carry out the scheme you had adopted in
principle.  After the Inquiry the Board suggested to
yvou the advisability of collecting the sewage ol the
district — Freshwater and that part of Totland which lies
on the castern slope of the hill which bounds the valley
of the Yar on the West—at one point, and pumping it
into the sea at Warlen Ledge to the east of Totland
Bay. You at once agreed, subject to consent, to pur-
chase about an acre of land most admirably situated
near the railway station for the purposes of a pumping
station. The original scheme contemplated an engine
station for working Schone’s ¢jectors, and land for sewage
treatment. It was found impossible to obtain a site for
these purposes by agreement, and you have applied for
a provisional order for compulsory purchase, On
account of the very strong opposition to sewage works,
the Local Government Board required a more perfect
treatment of the sewage, and this with other require-
ments would increase the cost of the original scheme to
over 26,000, not including the cost of the land. The
scheme to pump to the Solent it is roughly estimated
would cost 24,000, apart from the cost of the pumping
station and its site.  The strongest opposition to the
pumping station is threatencd by some of the inhabi-
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tants. Since I have known Freshwater there has
secemed to be nothing but opposition. Every sug-
gestion for the good of the place has been flouted. If
the Rural Sanitary Authority had done their duty and
saved Freshwater from itself by giving it an inde-
pendent water supply when they were advised it was
urgently needed, the present inhabitants would have
reason to be thankful. The people of Freshwater would
not hear of it because of the expense, and their repre-
sentatives vetoed the proposition. It would appear to
be more consistent with the spirit of good citizenship to
quietly consider without hostility schemes put forward
by the responsible authority in fultilment of their obli-
gations than to reject them forthwith because they can-
not be carried out for nothing, or because they do not
harmonise with preconceived notions. 1f, instead of
assuming a sewage pumping station is an intolerable
nuisance, sewage pumping stations on the mainland
were visited the duties of citizenship would be better
fulfilled. A proposition to avoid any kind of pumping
by submitting the sewage of each section to bacterial
treatment, the effluent being discharged into the water-
courses, has found much favour, and plans for that
purpose have been submitted to the Local Government
Board. If anyone will study the history of the Fresh-
water sewerage question, they must see that your
Council, who are not expeits in such matters, have been
guided indirectly by the Central Authority. The subject
which is one of very great difficulty has been carefully
considered by a great many experts of eminence and
wide experience, and the wisest course to pursue is to
accept and carry out the suggestions you may receive,
being assured that Freshwater will not have imposed on

it a burden which it i1s unable to bear,
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Although from the point of view of the medical
officer of health progress in providing for the sanitary
needs of your district has been exceedingly slow, T am
bound to say you have been practically unable cither to
sewer Freshwater or Gurnard before. It is unfair and
contrary to fact to charge you with dereliction of duty
in this respect, and to do so implies malice or ignorance,
At Gurnard an independent water supply was not
available, and if you had been successful in obtaining a
surface supply from the gravel it would have been an
actual misfortune having regard to the arrangements
you have now made. A scheme for the sewerage of
Gurnard was prepared by vour Inspector with the
assistance ol his colleague ; an Inquiry was held upon
your application to the Local Government Board to
borrow £72550, and consent was given. You are under
obligation to commence the work as soon as the arrange-
ments for the water supply are completed  An applica-
tion has been made by the Northwood Parochial Com-

mittee to form a special drainage district at Gurnard,
and vou have submitted the application to the Central
A lllhrl'il_‘. with a statenen: that you ofter no objection.
[t is not likely the application will be granted, At first
sight it scems hard that land miles distant should con-
tribuate to the cost of sewerage of an urban area in the
parish, but the boundaries of a special sanitary district
must include more than the area actually benefited or
the birden would be too onerous, and if any of the agri-
cultural land must contribute all should, and it must not
be foryotten that the provision of sewers and water
supplies stimulates building and increase of assessable
value, rendering these urban areas a valuable asset of

the parish.  But, my opinion is, as I have already said,

Giurnard
SEwer,



Bembridge
Sewer,

Planas of
Sewars.,

Water Supply.

34

that the whole of a sanitary authority's district should
contribute to the cost of every sanitary improvement
within it.

In driving piles the railway company broke some
pipes of the Bembridge outfall sewer. Ithas long been
felt that this outfall should be improved. If it could be
carried along the foreshore to low-water mark, picking
up the house drains which discharge upon the beach, it
would be of great advantage to the place. But this couild
only be done at considerable cost, and any money
Bembridge can borrow should be devoted to its most
pressing need, a water supply. Instead of the
Company repairing the damage it was suggested to
them to contribute a fixed sum. They have agreed to
pay £25. You propose to make a better outfall.
This improvement will cost the parish only about

80,

You have obtained the 25 in. Ordnance sheets of your
district, on which the Inspectors are indicating the
direction of all existing sewers and water mains and
the connections with houses. Whenever possible to as-
certain the depth beneath the surface at which they are
laid it should be marked.

Only those thoroughly familiar with the sanitary
features of your district can fully appreciate the in-
estimable value in the protection of the public health of
your quickened appreciation of your obligations under
the law with reference to wholesome water supplies. A
large amount of time was given by you during the year
to the consideration of schemes of ind:pendent water
supply, some of which have long been in con-
templation, while others have been more recently
initiated,
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Having failed in your application to the Local Govern-
ment Board for leave to borrow in order to purchase
the Brading Harbour Company’s Gasworks and Water-
works with a view to supply Brading and Bembridge
with water, vou have endeavoured to carry out the sug-
gestions made to you. You had previously ascertained
the terms of the Isle of Wight (Sandown) Water Com-
pany, which were not acceptable to the Brading
Parochial Committee. You applied to the Corporation
of Ryde for terms for the supply of Brading and Bem-
bridge. Being pressed by the Local Government Board
you have renewed your application, but as yet you have
not received them. A very wide area on the north side
of the downs is already supplied from the Ryde water-
works.  You are large customers, paying the somewhat
extravagant rate of 1s. 3d. per 1,000 gallons. In the
future the whole of the population north of the downs
from St. Helens to Wootton, and, perhaps, Wootton it-
self, will look to be supplied from this source. The
Corporation have recently increased their supply, and
they wish to be certain of the amount of increase they
have obtained. The question is a very serious one, for
they must first of all see to it that the needs of their
town are fully provided for, and after that they must be
assured they have sufficient for the present and probable
future needs of the districts adjacent to Ryde before
they can decide to supply districts south of the downs.
But a considerable time has clapsed, and it is desirable
to have their decision, for the want of water, especially
at Bembridge, is a very urgent matter, and one in
which its material as well as sanitary prosperity is
involved,
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Another of those sanitary improvements which go to
alter the character ol a district permanently was com-
pleted by leading a main from the Ryde supply to
Haven Street through a waterless district,

After a Local Government Board Inquiry you ob-
tained sanction to borrow £1,120 in order to extend
the Binstead water main for the supply of water from
the Ryde waterworks to Fishboarne and Kite Hill.
This permanent sanitary improvement—as that of the
water supply of Upton and Haven Street, affording pro-
tection to a considerable population, which will increase
as time goes on —is mainly due to the energy and
courage of a good citizen who occupies the position of
Clerk to the Parish Councils of Ashey and Binstead.
The simplest plan of supplying Wootton above the
New Road would seem to be by extending the Binstead
main.

In my last annual report I referred to the prospect of
the Corporation of Newport laying a larzer main in the
Fairlee Road and extending it to Fairlee and ultimately
to Whippingham. [In this part of your district the
Osborne clay is at the surface, and there is a dearth of
wholesome water.  As yet nothing has been done, and
I would advise you to lay the main and purchase the
water if the population were not so sparse,

The long vexed question of the water supply of
Northwood has at length been settled by the decision
of the Local Government Board that you are to lay the
mains and purchase the water from the Corporation of
Newport.  This is as it should be.  You haveagreed to
pay 10d. per 1,000 gallons for the water, a far more
reasonable sum than the 1s 3d. per 1,000 gallons at
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which vou have hitherto bought water from the Corpora-
tions, and it will pay Newport well in the future.  You
have sanction to borrow £-,200 for laying the mains,
but the work cannot be proceeded with until the Cor-
poration’s new reservoir on Alvington Down is built
from which Northwood will be supplied by gravitation.
The value of this supply to Northwood, where water is
so scarce, will be inestimable.

Incidental to the Corporation’s new water supply in
the Bowcombe Valley there is an independent service
to the cottazes and farms of the estate as far as [dle-
combe as part of the agreement with the owner; and
this has afforded water supplies to houses in Caris-
brooke and on the road to Bowcombe belonging to
different owners.

Arrangements have been made by the enlightened
owner to supply Apse Heath independently with
water from the Upper Greensand, south of Shanklin.

You have arranged to lay a water main from this
supply to Newchurch. The Agreement is not quite
complete, but, as would be expected, the terms are to be
very liberal.  You are greatly indebted to the repre-
sentative of  Newchurch for his assistance in this
matter.

The same gentleman took an active part in the early
efforts to give Wroxall the protection of a water supply,
efforts which were brought toa successful issue by his
successors. During the year /£ 150 have becn expended
in extending the Wroxall water main towards Whiteley

Carishrooke
Water Supply.
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Water Supply

MNewchurch
Water Sapply.

Wroxall
Wiker Supply.
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Bank, and in time this extension will be continued. It is
only right that a small sum expended by a ratepayer of
Wroxall in connection with the initiation of the present
Wroxall water supply should be paid.

You extended this supply to Southford. The water

should be laid on to the houses there and to cottages in
Redhil Lane.

You had arranged to supply Niton from the strong
spring from the Upper Greensand from which the
Lastern Yar takes its rise, by pumping to a reservoir
on a neighbouring hill. But for the expense involved it
would have been more satisfactory to place the reservoir
on the top of High Down. You could not accept the
conditions offered, and you negotiated for a spring at
Downcourt, a considerable distance to the north of
Niton, but legal difficuties intervened, and you have
practically relinquished that source of supply and have
returned to that at Niton. Had you been able to obtain
water from Downcourt or in the neighbourhood, as from
the headwaters of the Medina at the Hermitage, it
would have been preferable as it could have been sup-
plied to the whole parish by gravitation, and the annual
cost of pumping would have been saved.

Prospecting at the highest possible elevation for
water to supply Chale and Blackgang has been carried
on by the earnest representative of Chale on your
Council and the rest of the Parochial Committee, and
probably a sufficient supply may be found. Before the
current year closes it is to be hoped the inhabitants
of Chale and Blackgang will be protected by an abun-
dant supply of wholesome water which will most
certainly add to the material prosperity of these
unrivalled health resorts.
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There has been no advance during the year towards
the realisation of an independent water supply for
Arreton. The matter is in the hands of the Arreton
Parochial Committee, and the delay would appear to rest
with the agents of the estate from which it is proposed
to take the water.

After the scheme for supplying the parishes of Cal-
bourne and Shalfleet jointly with water from the power-
ful Chalk spring at Calbourne in the centre of the joint
area, at an estimated cost of £3,000, was abandoned,
your Inspector prepared a scheme for the supply ol the
village of Calbourne and part of the parish beyond
which was submitted to the Parochial Committee. They
requested an estimate of the cost of supplying the whole
of Calbourne parish, and when it was presented to them
they reported that the sum was too great.

The source of water supply for Shalfleet at Churchills
chosen by the Parochial Committee was altogether un-
suitable in a scientific sense, and it must have been
abandoned in the end, but, fortunately, the terms pro-
posed by the owners were unacceptable to the Parochizl
Committee, and the Shalcombe spring at the head of the
western branch of the Calbowrne was substituted for it
A well has been dug to the north-west of the Shalcombe
pond, which has proved the water to be abundant, but
the chemical analysis has notrealised expectations, It
is difficult to understand this as there are no possible
sources of contamination, and there would appear to be
some source of error. You have negotiated with the
owners of the land, and there will, apparently, be no
difficulty in coming to an arrangement,
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The village of Brighstone, the inhabitants of which
drank from the polluted brook which runs through it
taking much of its sewage, has been abundantly blessed
by its water supply. At first confined to the village, the
mains have been gradually extended beyond it to the
boundaries of the parish. A condition imposed by a
mill-owner that the water should not be distributed be-
vond the parish, a condition which should never have
been assented to by a sanitary authority—the sanitary
authority, unfortunately, simply registered the decisions
of the Parochial Committee—has apparently been
waived, and the water main has now been continued in
the parish of Mottistone. If in the other direction 1t
were extended to Limerstone, it may in time be con-
tinued to give Shorwell a water supply.

While congratulating vou upon the work of the year
in the matter of independent water supplies, I would
again venture to point out to you the very serious
nature of your responsibilities in the protection of the
population of your district from the dangers of un-
wholesome water. You have great difficulties to contend
with on this hand and on that fer many of which you
are not responsible; but you are responsible for the
opposition of many of the parishes to every scheme of
betterment proposed, because you submit the proposi-
tion at the commencement. 1f you ordered schemes to be
prepared and estimates to be made, and hay ing approved
them, submitted them to the parishes for theiropinion, you
would get on faster. The parochial method of dealing
with questions is a real danger, Lvery member of your
Council is member for the whole district, and the affairs
of every parish are as much his business as those of the
parish he represents, It has been found that effficient
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parish sanitary administration in rural districts is im-
possible, and the whole sanitary law as regards rural

districts is founded upon the principle of administering

a wide area by a body made up of representatives of

different sections of it. 1 make these remarks in this
place particularly because in several instances inde-
pendent water supplies have been in the main the result
of the perseverance, independence and courage of the
representatives of the parishes concerned. 1 know the
trouble and opposition they have had, and I have felt
their position would be less difficult if they had a scheme
from the District Council to support, instead of having
to contend with the two or three or fewer men who
control affairs in most parishes, for the acceptance of a
proposition as to water supply or sewecrage or some
other matter of benefit to the people for which they will

have in part to pay.

As | have already stated, the form which my annual
report shall take does not rest with me. [ am directed
to report upon the conditions affecting health in my dis-
trict, and with the means for improving those conditions,
and to consider these subjects with reference to the
past and future as well as to the particular year; in
fact, I am directed to give an account of my district
from the sanitary standpoint, and in order to do this 1
am bound to consider all circumstances which in my
opinion may now or in the future affect its sanitary
well-being.  Among these circumstances have been
interferences with its area, population and value for
rating purposes, and with the extent of your juris-
diction. In my opinion the sanitary interests of your
districts both now and in the future have been pre-
judiced by the action of the County Council, and 1 have

County Council
[ngniries,
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so reported, pointing out that in every case in which
petitions have been presented to that Council, the effect
of which was adverse to the interests of your district,
they have been granted with one exception in which the
County Council declined to endorse the report of its Com-
mittee that a part of one parish should be handed over
to another parish. Strong exception has been taken to
my reports on these matters, I would venture to re-
mind you, however, that it is not my duty to write to
please individuals, but to report honestly upon the cir-
cumstances before me. My annual report would not
indeed be worth the paper upon which it is written if it
did not reflect my deliberate opinion upon all questions
which affect or may affect the sanitary well-being of the
important district which you administer, and which I
have the honour to serve.

An explanation has been given of the singular
uniformity of the decisions of the County Council. Itis
that the prayer of the petition is accepted and an Order
granted on principle ; you having the power of appeal to
the Local Government Board. If this be so, it is
essential you should secure the supervision of the
Central Authority in every instance.

You did not obtain the supervision of the County
Council Order which annexed a part of the parish of
Brading to the Urban District of St. Helens, 1 will not
report upon the Inquiry which preceded the granting of
the Order as no good purpose would now be served,
but the C(JIIL"llr‘uiﬂll at which 1 arrived was that the
granting of the Order could only have been recom-
mended upon the principle to which I have referred.
The other instance in which you did not appeal was
when a large agricultural part of the parish of Brading
was annexed to the Urban Jistrict of Sandown,
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Upon your appeal an Inquiry was held and the Order
annexing Gurnard to Cowes was disallowed by the
Local Government Board.

Although the County Council Inquiry upon the
petition ol certain inhabitants of Freshwater to con-
stitute that parish an Urban District was held in the
current year, the subject was much discussed and the
petition presented during the year under review. The
first petition prayed that the area comprised in the
present sewerage scheme, which includes part of the
parish of Totland, should be constituted an Urban Dis-
trict.  As the parish of Totland opposed, a second
petition, omitting the part ol that parish proposed, was
presented.  The Committee who held the Inquiry have
reported in favour of granting the Order. In 15393, a
similar Order having been made, a Local Government
Board Inquiry was held upon the appeal of your prede-
cessors, and the Order was disallowed upon conditions,
which were accepted, that the place should be sewereds
that certain urban powers should be applied for,
and tbat building bye-laws should be adopted and en-
forced, as 1 reported in my annual report for 1593, pp.
42, Two of these conditions were already under con-
sideration, and were fulfilled at once, but Freshwater is
not yet sewered.  You are technically in default, there-
fore, in this matter. That you are not actually in de-
fault the petition itself proves, for it was presented to
escape your action by a section of the inhabitants, some
of whom have consistently contended from the first that
the drainage of Freshwater was unnecessary.  Even
when a witness at the County Council Inquiry in 1892
estimated the cost of sewerage at 6,000, it was urged

that Freshwater could not possibly bear the expense,
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Now that the lowest estimate of the petitioners is double
that sum they are prepared for the additional expense of
local administration, for sewerage cannot be avoided. By
those who have studied it many years I have myself
been intimately associated with it officially for seventeen
yvears, and have reported upon it year by year during
that time — Freshwater can scarcely be regarded as an
ideal place for self-government. It has no homogeneity
as a place or in its population. It consists of separate
hamlets in parts of some of which houses have been
crowded upon area with the arable and pasture land of
several farms between them. It is attractive to town
dwellers because of its rural character and its broad
stretches of downs and not as a marine watering place,
for its access to the sea, at Freshwater Gate, is very
limited. Assuming its sanitary needs can be met its
prosperity will depend upon its maintaining its present
characteristics as long as possible.  The administration
of a rural district suits the place for there is an apart-
ness and aloofness maintained by the inhabitants of the
different sections towards one another greater than is
usually found between the inhabitants of villages more
remote from one another. Perhaps because of their in-
sistence, perhaps because of the inherent difficulties
and the desire to avoid responsibility, both your prede-
cessors and you have permitted the Freshwater
Parochial Committee even greater power of control and
veto than parochial committees usually have. They
have been of little assistance, they have made few
recommendations, but their energy in opposition has
been great. They would not have a water supply, and
it fell into private hands; they would not consent to
scavenging, although the loan of a horse and cart was

offered ; they would not accept adequate bye-laws, but
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insisted upon one which would have sanctioned the
soaking away of the sewage into the subsoil from which
the drinking water was drawn; and they opposed
sewers,  Much of this is in the past, and there have
always been the exceptions which prove the rule; but
Il refer to these matters because they go to prove that
with ample freedom there has not been manifested in
those who have practically held rule in Freshwater the
capacity to appreciate’the conditions which obtained or
the ability to cope with them, but only the power to op-
pose. In my opinion those who have encouraged
Freshwater to seek to manage its own affairs, and there
has been encouragement from outside, are not its true
friends, and they know little of the circumstances of the
place.

But apart from local conditions in this case, it is
always a mistake to create little towns, The difficulties
of efficient administration become very great for reasons
I need not specily. You are able from your more recent
experience to form a pretty good opinion of what would
probably be the result of local administration if the two
extremes ol your district — Bembridge and Freshwater

were constituted urban arcas.  The time will come
when those places will have considerable populations
and large assessable value, and will be able to manage
their own affairs, but that time is not yet.

The three principal enactments affecting the interests
of the Public Health made by the Legislature in 1599,
and which are now in operation, were, the Seats for
Shop Assistants Act, the Sale of Food and Drugs Act,
and the Infectious Diseases (notification) Extension Act.
In all premises, including public houses and refreshment

rooms, in which goods are retailed to the publie, and

Sanitary Legis-
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Year.
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where female assistants are employed for that purpose,
the employer must provide seats in a convenvient posi-
tion in the proportion of not less than one to every three
female assistants. The Sale of Food and Drugs Act
strengthens the law as to the importation and sale of
adulterated dairy produce and other food stuffs. The
Infectious Diseases Act makes universal the adoptive
Notification Act passed in 15889, Another important
Act raises the ages at which children may work half
time.

A part of the useful and progressive work you did
during the year was the consideration and adoption of
regulations for Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops. You
very wiseiy, on the recommendation ot your Committee,
practically accepted the model regulations of the Local
Government Board, which are the outcome of wide ex-
perience. Conditions vary in different parts of the
country, especially in winter when the cows in your
district live in the open, but it is always better to have
widely embracing regulations to meet every con-
tingency, and they are not made use of where they do
not apply.

Your committee also considered the question of
regulations for slaughter-houses and bakehouses.

You took legal action twice against the same offender,
once for non-compliance with the building bye-laws, and
once for occupying the house without having first ob-
tained your certificate, known as the “water certificate.”

In each case a penalty was inflicted.
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With the consent of the lLocal Government Board,
who granted you permission to try the experiment for
twelve months, you have merged vour sanitary work so
far as inspection and surveying goes. Your sanitary
inspectors were already surveyors for sanitary work
and they become surveyvors of highways as well ; and
your surveyors of highways have become sanitary in-
spectors.  For administrative purposes your district
was formerly divided into two sub-districts the Last
and West Medene — both for highways and sanitary in-
spection. It is now divided into four sub-districts —the
north-east, south-east, south-west and north-west —the
former sanitary inspectors having the north-west and
north-east sub-districts respectively.

Three of the Inspectors have hitherto lived in New-
port, and the other at Newchurch. It was, I believe, his
intention to live in Newport also. You have, however,
decided they are to live as nearly as possible in the
centres of their respective sub-districts,
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The Inspectors have supplied me with the following
summaries of their work. As the new arrangement
came into operation only during the last quarter of the
year, the summaries are made to apply to the former
sub-divisions,

EAST MEDENE DISTRICT
SUMMARY OF WORK DONE DURING 1898,

Number of nuisances and other matters report ed 712
i i abated without final notice... 1509
) re-inspections re nuisances 348
i final notices served - : 3
. houses reported unfit for human habitation.. 2
r n placed n repair ... 2
- = closed —
- % cleansed lmd {'EI‘-lI'lh‘“t lt-{'E 32
= legal proceedings taken ... -
b cases of overcrowding reporte d s
o o i abated .. =
i privies and cesspools provided and |}I‘H[}l_‘r]_}
constructed 35
i pr nu'hpllt B 14| |j|.|| uk‘;l(]'ﬂ 7
i wel.s sunk and other improve d suppln & ob-
tained .. 40
4 wells el mh{-d 1
e . clused -
i pumps repaired ... 1
" " provided ... 9
o houses drained and connected w it}l sewer ... 14
o house drains repaired and trapped ... 36
" refuse and accumulations removed L. 15
o dairies inspected and re-inspected ... 30
- i limewashed after notice 6
Districts scavenged —Brading and Bembridge ... 2
Plans of new buildings approved by R.D.C. = 40
[nspection made of new buildings ... 301

Extension of the Wroxall water maimn
Construction ol the Fairlea sewer

NEW HOUSES ERECTED, 1899.

Ashey ... Haylands 1
Bembridge ... Bembridge 4
Godshill ... ... Godshill : 3
Newchurch q opee Heath ... 2
Niton ... Niton . 2

- ..  Underchit I
North Arreton ... Wootton 1
Whitwell .. ...  Whitwell 2
Whippingham ... Staplers 1
Wroxall oo Wroxall 5

Total

Al
L
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WEST MEDENE DISTRICT.
SUMMARY OF WORK DONE DURING 18gg.

Number of nuisances and other matters reported... 665
pr - abated without final notice... 140
i re-inspections made 329
2 official notices served . . 12
Houses reported unfit for human imhlhltm:l i
= placed in habitable repair 1
" closed ... . 1
. cleansed and l_ll*-xll!t-l._l.ll. d 15
Legal proceedings taken 2
Cases of overcrowding reported 2
abated 2
F‘r:n e su[um]m prm ided and |11npvr1~. constructed 50
Crivies put on the pail system 42
Wells sunk and other improved *-npplme-, ‘of water ob-
tained i : 26
o cleansed 6
w  closed - 2
Defective pumps re |nmil 6
Pumps provided . - 4
Houses drained and connec tml with : sewer 20
House drains repaired and trapped .. 42
Refuse accumulations removed 3
Dairies inspected and re-inspected ... 55
o hmewashed alter notice 2
Bakehouses | . 1
Districts scavenged —Totland, Freshwater, Yarmouth,
and {5 arishrooke . 4
Number of plans :lppn.w ed by R D. c 47
Number of houses s 93
Building ingpections ... " 261
NEW HOUSES ERECTED, 189q.
Freshwater ... Church 16
= ... Pound Green 2
A ... FEaston 1
¥ High Street 5
Calbourne Lock's Green 1
Yarmouth 4
Northwood Horsebridge Hill 2
i Chawton : i
- Gurnard 4
o Nr. Hillis 2
; ” Furzyhurst 2
I'otland 13
Chale 1
Shalfleet Ningwood !
L Bouldnar 1
Carisbrooke Gunville lane 10
i Claterlord 1
% Farkhurst 2
Brooke 1
Total with certificate 70
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The following summary of meteorological observa-

tions were made at the Post Office, High Street, New-

port, about 50 ft. above sea level, by Alfred N. Le
Messurier, Esq., and for which 1 am much indebted to

him.

Month.

——— e e e cm - e

January i
February
March ..
April ..
May
June ..
July
August ..
September
October
November

December

In 1899 the total rainfall
the semi-marine climate of

Maximum
for
month,

56
on 15th
L
on 10th

612
on 15th

HG
on 20th
712
on 3lst
B33
an 5th
B
on 30th

s
on 15th

857
an Hth

G503
an 1%th

fil-0
on 4th

=00
Aug. 15th

Minimum
for
month,

256
on 25th
24°0
on dth
230
on 2lst
312
on 19th
350
on Sth

03
on 15th

480
on 4th

472
on 23l
378
an 29th
JE
on ldth

IR
on 19th
140
on 1sth

1 140

Dee. 15th

Mean
Daily
Maxi-
mn.

45°5

40°8

s

Mean
daily
mmni-
TR,
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amounted to only 2529in.

1897, 28-06in. ; in 1896,

u]

| Mean

Num- |

Rain- Gireatest
Temp- |fall for| "eT O | gl in ons
jerature {month. days. elay.
| 485 | 3m 18 072
| N E S
|
434 308 11 07
on Bth
424 1o 10 029 :
on sth
437 254 15 -G
on Lith
528 g o o8
on 24th
G20 143 8 46
an 30th
872 T3 b 0
[ on 11th
|
| BT a1 [ e H
on 25th
@01 237 16 073
on 2oth
515 240 ] 063
on 4th
488 | 4'64 o 1
on 5th
87 162 19 025
! on 11th
2520 137 "
Naorv. ith

at Newport, which possesses
the centre of Isle of Wight,

[n 18908 it was 2824in; in

792 in.; in 1895, 2015 in; in
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1894, 39-74in.; in 1893, 28-53in.; in 1892, 24-97in.; in 1891,
38-96in. ; in 1890, 26-31in.; in 1889, 28-34in.; in 1888,
28-02in. ;
port in the ten years 1890-99 was 29-74n,

in 18587, 24-43in. The mean rainfall in New-

At Ryde, on the north-east coast, with a marine
climate, and removed some miles trom the influence of
the chain of chalk downs which affects the rainfall of
Newport, 2549 in., of rain fell in 1899,

There were 137 wet days at Newport. In 1398 there
were 150 ; in 1897, 172; in 1896, 153 ; in 1895, 149 ; in
1894, 183; in 1893, 146 ; in 1892, 172 in 1891, 172: in
1890, 153; in 1889, 163; in 1888, 179; in 1887, 141,

in 1886, 202; in 1885, 159, The mean number of wet

®

days in the ten years 1890-99 was 1587

The minimum temperature of the year was 190 on
December 15th; and the maximum was 890 on August
15th,

The mean temperature for the year was 523

January was a warm wet month for the most part,
but it became colder during the last week. The mean
temperature for the month (43:5) was two-tenths above
the mean temperature of January, 1898, which was a
dry month, 391in. of rain fell at Newport in 158 days,
and 3-81in. fell at Ryde.

February during the first few days was cold, and
again during the last week, but on the whole it was a
mild month. The mean temperature was 43+, 308 of
rain fell at Newport in 11 days, and 2Slin. fell at
Ryde.



E¢

'j—i

March was a cold, very dry month. The mean tem-
perature was only 424, 1-1 below the mean temperature
of January, which is supposed to be the coldest month of
the year. The days were sunny and the nights bitterly
cold until after March 25th, when the weather became
genial and spring-like, The minimum temperature was
22:0 on the 21st.  73in, of rain fell at Newport in the
course of ten days, and ‘35in. fell at Ryde.

April was a wet, cold, backward month, although it
was not so cold as April, 1898, The arrival of the
earliest migrating birds was a week later than the
average date.  2'56in. of rain fell at Newport in 15 days,
and 2-95in. fell at Ryde.

May was not a genial month., The first and last weeks
were cold and dry ; the rest of the month was cloudy
with ocecasional showers. There was no frost, and al-
though the mean temperature (528 deg.) was only a
tenth lower than that of May, 1898, it was some
two degrees lower than the average of the month.
Vegetation was backward; -9lin. of rain fell on
nine days at Newport; and 1-06in. fell at Ryde.

June.  The beginning of June was warm and sunny.
It was dry from May 25th to June 18th. The mean
temperature (62'0 deg.) was 21 deg. higher than the
mean temperature of June, 1593,  1+43in. of rain
fell at Newport on eight days, and 107 fell at
Ryde.

July was a very dry, hot, sunny month. The mean
temperature (672 deg.) was the highest mean tempera-
ture in July for at least sixteen years. ‘73 of rain
fell at Newport on ecight days, and -{0in. fell at
Ryde



B

August was very dry and hot, a splendid harvest
month. The maximum temperature of the month was
890 deg., which was the highest temperature of the
year. The mean temperature (67°7) was the highest
mean temperature in August for 16 years, and probably
for many more years. -9lin. of rain fell at Newport on
six days, and *55in. fell at Ryde.

September was a typical September month until to-
wards the end, when it became stormy, cold and wet
The maximum temperature was as high as 85°7 deg. on
the 5th. The mean temperatare (60°1 deg.) was a degree
lower than the mean temperature of September, 1898,
237, of rain fell on 16 days at Newport, and 2-34in
fell at Ryde.

October was a warm, pleasant month characterised by
absence of strong winds.  The mean temperature (515
deg.) was lower than that of October, 1898 (55-0).
2-40in of rain fell in eight days at the beginning and end
of the month, and 2-63in. fell at Ryde.

November was an exceptionally warm, still month,
With the exception o nine days there was absolute
drought. 4-G4in. fell at Newport in the first days of the
month —1-36Gin. fell on the fifth, which was the greatest
rainfall on one day during the year—and 51%in fell at
Ryde.

December was a dull, cold month.  The lowest
temperature ol the year, 19°0, was reached on the 15th,
The mean temperature was 38°7. The mean temperature
of December, 1508, was 463, 162 of rain lell at New-

port during 14 days, and 1 65 in, tell at Ryde.



Health of she
D¥istrict.

Searlatina.

Imphtheria.

Whaeaoping
Eough.

Measles,

Enteric Ferer,

EAsT MEDEXNE.

Bembridge.

3. THE SANITARY STATE OF THE DISTRICT
GENERALLY AT THE END OF THE
YEAR.

Zymotic discases were present in different parts of
your district at the end of the year.

Cases of Scarlatina were convalescing at Whipping-
ham, Freshwater, Ashey, and Brighstone.

A case of Diphtheria was convalescing at Gurnard,
and there were one or two cases of the disease at Tot-
land and Freshwater associated with prevailing sore
throat in that section of your district,

At Wootton Whooping Cough was epidemic.

Measles was epidemic at Wootton also at the
end of the year, and there were cases at Merstone and
Whitwell.

There was a case of enteric fever at Whitwell.

Bembridge, a visitors’ resort in the extreme east of
your district, has rapidly increased. During the past
twelve years nearly a hundred new houses have
been built. It is sewered and scavenged. The
sewers are flushed by emptying sea water from barrels
into the manholes, It requires 17 barrels of water to
clear the High Street sewer. For want ol eflicient
flushing the sewer is offensive in summer. A private

independent water supply from the Bembridge limeston €



is made use of on the Brading Harbour Company's
Estate, and this supply is laid to their houses. [Itis
supplied to other consumers, but the charges are high.
There was a water famine in Bembridge last summer as
in previous dry seasons, and you arranged with the
Harbour Company for a supply from standpipes placed
in different roads ; but for this the position would have
been very serious.

The ancient borough of Brading, situated between Brading.

two and three miles north-west of Bembridge, is
stationary in development.  Six new houses were built
in 1896, and these were the last houses built. It is in
part sewered, and one branch of the sewer is automati-
cally flushed by the water from the trough of a public
pump, butthe gradient is steep for the most part. The
sewer discharges on to filtration beds, which have been
in part reconstructed under the direction of your In-
spector, and arrangemeots have been made to secure them
greater attention than they have had in the immediate
past. The water supply derived from public and private
wells is wholly unsatisfactory.

Adgestone is a hamlet south of the down a mile west Adgestone.
of Brading. It has a public well, but it requires
another to the south-west of the scattered hamlet.

['he next collection of houses in yvour district in the Alverstone

valley of the Eastern Yar is the hamlet of Alverstone,
about a mile south-west of Adgestone. Its cottages,
substantially built and of superior character, are sup-
plied with water from wells in the lower greensand which
have not pumps affixed.

Knighton is the site of the Ryde Waterworks, from Knighton,

which the cottages and farm are supplied,
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Going west, the next collection of cottages and one or
two larger houses is Langbridge, on the Yar, at the
foot of the hillon which Newchurch stands. It is sup-
plied with water from a shallow dip well in a garden.
The independent water supply in contemplation from
Apse will be better than the properly constructed public
well, which was the alternative suggested to you.

Newchurch is an ancient village of no great extent,
situated upon an outlier of the Upper Greensand.
Many of its filth nuisances have disappeared, but pig-
keeping is offensive to the inhabitants in summer. The
water supply is insufficient and unwholesome. The
supply which you have arranged for will change the
sanitary aspect of Newchurch.

Between Newchurch and Apse Heath-—a prosperous
little village of small, substantially built houses, upon
tbe Newport and Sandown Highway —are several cot-
tages and farmsteads for which the Upper Greensand
water will be available. There is every probability of
the water supply from Apse being laid to Apse Heath
during the current year. There was an addition
of two houses in 1899,

Wroxall, one of the larger villages of your district, is
rapidly progressing under the stimulus of its new water
supply. Eight houses were built during the year. Itis
about to be scavenged.

Bonchurch, east of and adioining Ventnor, is one of
the most picturesque and popular health resorts of your
district. It has an independent water supply from the
Ventnor waterworks, It drains by leaking cess-pits
into the broken subsoil characteristic of the terrace
known as the Undercliff which has been so frequently

described,
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The Undercliff will in time become far more largely
populated than at present, as it has communication by
rail. I do not wish to offend rather sensitive sus-
ceptibilities, but I have again to point out that the
houses drain into the subsoil as at Bonchurch, but un-
like Bonchurch, only a few of them are supplied with
water independently. As it is dangerous to drink
underground water liable to sewage contamination until
it has been boiled, the sooner water is supplied from
the Upper Greensand independently to all the houses in
the Undercliff the better it will be in a sanitary sense.
One house was built at Niton Undercliff in 1899,

The village of Whitwell is placed upon the Gault
Clay, and its filth does not readily soak away when it
does not find its way to the stream. It will soon be
necessary to scavenge Whitwell as its rate of progression
becomes more rapid, and ultimately to sewer it. Its
water supply helps its progress, and railway communi-
cation stimulates it. Apparently, the water supply is at
present suflicient, although when you proposed to carry
it farther it was protested it was not. It can be readily
improved. ‘Two new houses were built during the year,

and three in the previous year.

You did your duty in extending the Whitwell supply
to Southford, as a protection to the people who were
drinking from a polluted stream, and for which they are
not sufficiently grateful. It should be carried to Red-
hill and Ford. Had a large main been laid, the supply
may have been extended north to the ultimate pecuniary
profit of Whitwell.

St Lawrence,
Whitwell and
Niton Unider-
clift.

Whitwall

Sonthford and
Redhill.
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The village of Niton is also placed on the Gault.
Niton will require scavenging and sewerage as it in-
creases In population and assessable value.  Three
houses were added to it during the year, making twelve
new houses in three vears. The most pressing sanitary
need of Niton is the water supply to which the Parochial
Committee has assented, and which you are doing your
best to bring about,

Godshill is a considerable agricultural village with
railway communication. It is beginning to move for-
ward. Three houses were built during the year. If I
were asked what places which have not an independent
water supply had most improved in a sanitary sense
since [ had known your district officially, I shouid say
Godshill and Niton. The obvious nuisances have dis-
appeared to a large extent, but satisfactory pro-
tection will not be secured until Godshill has a water
supply.

In agricultural hamlets such as Merstone, the glaring
sanitary defects having been reduced to a minimum,
periodic from house to house inspection is ail that is
necessary.

Arreton 185 a progressing agricultural village with
railway communication.  The independent water supply
in contemplation would afford it protection from the risk
arising from taking drinking water from the subsoil
into which the sewage passes, and particularly in the
case ol hovscs with « mall curtilage such as those which
have been recently built in Arreton.

The stationary hamlet of Blackwater would be im-
proved in a sanitary sense by a water supply which
could be easily and inexpensively obtained from the

plateau gravel on 5t. George's Down,



a9

A small collection of houses at Shide, just outside the
\ Il collection of hot t Shide, just outside tl

boundary of the borough of Newport, in the parish of

Whippingham, are suppliecd with water from the New-
port supply. They drain into the stream,

At the end of the year the insanitary area known as
Fairlee Road had become sanitary as the result of the
completion of the sewer you have provided.

Eleven houses were built in Wootton in 1899, mak-
ing thirty-six new houses in six years. These houses
require a sewer to drain into, and this you are about to
provide. There is a water supply taken from the
gravel at an elevation which does not admit of a wide
distribution. There is a public well at Wootton Bridge
and another on the highway some distance up the hill;
there is, also, a deep well to the Bagshot sands which
supplies a few cottages near the railway station. The
other sources of supply are surface wells. The pro-
vision of an independent supply which would reach the
highest elevation should engage vour attention in the
near future.

The collection of houses on the highway immediately
to the east of Wootton Creek, known as Kitehill, are
some of them in the parish of North Arreton, and the
remainder in the parish of Binstead. Several of them
drain into the creek, and the nuisance arising from this
you have remedied. An inch pipe carries water to
them from the Wootton public supply. The Ryde
supply is to be extended to Kitehill by the parish of
Binstead.

The remote village of Fishbourne on the east side of

the entrance to Wootton Creek is to have the benelit of

Shicle,

Fairles

Wontton,

Kitehill.

Fighlonrne,
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this supply. The next important work for Binstead is
the provision of a proper sewerage system in place of
the irregular drains of Fishbourne.

The village of Binstead, just beyond the western
boundary of Ryde, is sewered and has a water supply
from the Ryde waterworks. It has been progressive,
and at the end o! the year was in a satisfactory state,
It has, however, a most serious burden to bear in a pig
fattening industry which is carried on there. It i1s in-
tolerable that a whole community should suffer as
Binstead does, and has done for years, from this
nuisance.

At the end of the year Haylands was in a more sani-
tary state than I have known it, as a consequence of the
provision of the Upton Road sewer. It requires from
house to house inspection, and every house should be
supplied with water from the Ryde water main.

The sanitary state of the Clay village of Haven
Street has been entirely changed by i1ts independent
water supply. A sewer would be of great benefit to
Haven Street.

I beg to refer you to my description of Freshwater at
the end of 1898 as an exact description of its state at
the end of 1899, It differs only in the fact that it has
twenty-four more houses than at that date, a new
district adjoining the Parish Church in which land is
being let for building having contributed thirteen of
these. The action of the Sanitary Authority, and the
thorough attention which has been given to Freshwater
for many years is, | am aware, responsible for the state

ol things which exists, It is an unclean place because
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of the efforts made to rend r it sanitary in the presence
of the scvere incidence of zymotic disease.  Your bye-
laws compel tight cess-pits, and although cess-pits are
-arely tight, those into which new houses drain are
much smaller than those of the old days, and require
more {requent empting.  The overflows to cess-pits
which  were almost universal, have been most
methodically cut off, and many of them have not been
replaced, and the gradual appreciation of the require-
ments of the laws of health has led to the more general
use of the bath as a sanitary necessity. This, togetherwith
the increase of laundry work with a growing population,
and the larger consumption of water which results from
an independent water supply, has augmented the bulk of
sewage enormously.  Bye-laws for hackney carriages
have proved of great service, and you are only too
anxious to apply for any urban powers which the
necessities of the place require.  The scavenging of
Freshwater costs {rom £400 to £500 a year. If the
provision of a sewer is much longer delayed, you must
scavenge Freshwater and Totland yourselves directly.
The letting the contract for scavenging year by year
and the almost certain acceptance of the lowest tender,
proves too often that the low-priced thing is the most
expensive.

Totland has two districts, that of Totland Bay, which
liecs on the northern slope of the hill to the sea, the
houses of which are of a superior class; and the
Avenue district on the northern slope of the hill,
which has villa residences and smaller houses. This
part of Totland is continuous with Freshwater, Tot-
land Bay is sewercd, and the whole of Totland is sup-

plied with water independently in part from the local

Totland,
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supply on Headon Hill, and in part from that of the
Freshwater Company. The sewage nuisance in the
Avenue is the most acute of all. The inhabitants
suffer much also from the smoke nuisances of some
pottery works, pnrticularly at certain  seasons,
Thirteen houses were built in Totland during the
year.

The indentation in the coast which follows that of
Totland Bay on the east is Colwell Bay. It is supplied
with water from the Freshwater waterworks, and by
arrangement with one of the landowners the sewer
which drains Golden Hill Fort into the Bay is available
for houses built on his land. Colwell Bay is destined
to be built over.,

Four houses were built in Yarmouth in 1899, making
twenty-seven houses in five years. It is supplied with
water from I'reshwater, and 1s sewered and scavenged.
It would probably be more satisfactory if you scavenged
Yarmouth yourselves instead of letting the scavenging

by tender annually.

One house was built at Bouldnor. [t is supplied with
water from Freshwater. The absence of sewerage
hinders its development. Inlaying out a building estate
the additional expense of sewering, curbing and channel-
ling should be incurred by the owners. 1 have always
held broad views in this matter, for the increase in
rateable value which the successful development of a
building estate means, is of great importance especially
to an agricultural parish, At the same time, the com-
munity cannot speculate and the development may be
a work of years. When, however, the new houses are

built on the ordinary highway it is a different matter.
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Wellow adul
Thorley,

As is the case in every part of your district, the sani-
tary aspect of the adjoining hamlets of Wellow and
Thorley, so far as obvious nuisances are concerned, has
entirely changed for the better during the past ten or
fiftcen years, Wellow has a public well to the Bem-
bridge Limestone close to the highway. It will greatly
benefit by the contemplated water supply as will other
villages in the parish of Shalfleet.

Another hamlet, Ningwood, in Shalfleet parish, to the i o
north-cast of Wellow is even worse off for water.

The populous hamlet of Newbridge, between Ning- Newbridge.
wood and Calbourne, is waiting for its water supply, as
the majority of the inhabitants drink from a polluted
strean.

The ancient village of Calbourne was in much the Calbourne,
same state at the end of the year as at the end of the
previous year. Its water supply is drawn from the open
brook, from wells in the alluvial gravel and sand, from
shallow chalk wells, from a deep public well in the chalk,
and from rainwater tanks,

The inhabitants of the village of Shalfleet, which 1s shaiticet.
situated partly in the parish of Shalfleet and partly in
the parish of Calbourne, drink from the polluted stream
which divides it.

The ancient borough of Newtown, now a tiny hamlet, Newtown.
has 1ts public well to the Bembridge Limestone, from
which, during the summer, water is carted to the sur-
rounding distriet,

Although water is scarce in the clay hamlets of r:._’..rlhﬁjlrla,[:::ll

Porchfield and Lock's Green, and was particularly so
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during the height of thz summer, the people are in
some measure prowectzd by their rainwater supplies
now, and there is a small pablic well at Porchfield in a
pocket of sand and gravel. An independent water
supply would bz a blessing to this district and to the
rest of the parish of Calbourne.

Gunville, and Forest Side on the Yarmouth Road,
with which it is continuous, are supplied with water
from the Newport waterworks. As compared with
former times, the gutter nuisances at Gunville are at a
minimum, although they still exist. Gunville is develop-
ing: ten houses were built there in 1899,

At the end of the year the sewerage arrangements at
the workhouse appeared to be working fairly well, but
complaints of nuisance at the river side have been made

to me. It obtains its water supply from a well and

bore-hole to the Bagshot Sands.

The sewage of the Barracks and Prison is treated,
and the solids precipitated, the pressed sludge being
utilised on the Prison land, and the effluent is passed
into a watercourse which empties into the tidal estuary
near the Cement works. The arrangements appear to
be better than they were, as there was no complaint of
nuisance during the year. DBoth establishments are
supplied from the Newport waterworks, but at the
Barracks, as I have already stated, old local supplies
which had been discontinued were again made use of at
the end of the year. I am informed these have now

been given up.

As (‘Hmpill'l'-l with the former state of things, the

smoke nuisance at the Cement Works may be said to
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be abated. The Northwood water supply will be a
areat blessing to the residents employed there and their
families.
= ; ; ; ; : Horaebridge

One of the most insanitary places in your district a i
few years ago was Horscbridge Hill. It has now a
water supply and irregular sewerage, the sewage being
carried into a cess-pit in a clay meadow to the east of
the highway, which was supposed to be irrigated by its
overflow ; but there is no subsoil drainage and a
nuisance was created.  You have now resolved to
scavenge Horsebridge Hill.  Two houses were built in
1509, When the water supply can reach a higher level
building operations will be stimulated, accommodation
being required by those employed at the Prison.

The new houses near the - Horse-shoe” which ™
attract the attention of the passer-by have a very n-

different water supply from wells in the gravel. Two

houses were added to them during the year,

Another place which will have its sanitary character Tinker's Lane
changed by the coming Northwood supply is Tinker's
Lane or Pallance Road, and the Parochial Schools will
share in this change.  The obvious nuisances and the

houses unfit for habitation are no longer in evidence.

Gurnard was at the end of 15899 with the addition of Gurnard.
four houses as at the end of 1895, With sewerage and
water supply its sanitary character will be entirely
changed, and its future will be assured.

Eleven new houses were built in the parish of North-
wood in 1599, making thirty-two in two years,
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The village of Carisbrooke is rapidly increasing -
thirteen houses were built in the parish last year, and
its sanitary neceds are provided for. Its independent
water supply was supplemented by a sewer at the end
of the year, and at the close of the current year its
gutter and other nuisances which have given your pre-
decessors and you so much trouble for a quarter of a
century and more will have entirely disappeared.

The Parish Council district of Chillerton and Gat-
combe, in two parishes, has abundant water from the
Upper Greensand, but it is not sufficiently available for
the population in a wholesome state. It may be made
so without difficulty or great expense.

Both Chale and Blackgang on the Gault clay are badly
suppiied with water. The independent supply from
the Upper Greensand which you are about to provide
for these places will protect the inhabitants and help
forward the development of attractive localities.

The small hamlet of Atherfield, between Chale and
Shorwell, has a very inadequate water supply.

Shorwell was in a better sanitary state at the end o1
the year than I have hitherto known it. There is a
public pump which supplies water from the Upper
Greensand at the north of the village, and another to
which water is piped from the head of the stream at
the south of it.  In Newbarn Lane there is an old well
now closed. If this were reconstructed and a pump
affixed it would be of great service to the occupants of
the adjacent cottages, who have to go more than a
reasonable distance for their water,
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Ihe little hamlet of Limerstone, between Shorwel 'merstone.

and Brighstone, is supplied with water from the Upper
Greensand which is piped to a tap by the roadside,
This supply should be laid on to the cottages or the
Brighstone supply should be carried to them.

At the end of the year, the satisfactory condition of Brighstone.
Brighstone, with its abundant water supply remained
unchanged.

The Brook water supply is continued to Hulverstone Mottistone,
and Mottistone, little hamlets of a few cottages, the and Brook.
inhabitants of which need protection no less than those
of larger places. The Brighstone supply is carried into
the parish of Mottistone on the cast.

The farm and cottages at Compton are now supplied
from the Upper Greensand in the neighbour-
hood.  In other clay districts the owners of farms and
cottages could supply them from this formation at no
great expense.

Your district is protected by Building bye-laws, T
Your bye-laws are not perfect, but their general
revision at present is inadvisable. DBefore the Justices
you have not been always successful in enforcing your
bye-laws, and it may be your duty in the future to ap-
peal. In my report for 1848, page 118, I pointed out in
what manner your bye-laws may be amended in certain
directions with advantage.

You possess regulations for sewer connections. While gewer _
writing you have added an important regulation at the e
suggestion of one of your inspectors for junctions be-
tween the closet pan and soil pipe by means of a brass
or other approved joint,
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The painstaking sub-committee who have considered
the subject of regulations for eowsheds, dairies, and
milkshops have prepared satisfactory regulations for
submission sanction the Local

Board.

for Lo Government

Regulations for slaughterhouses and bakehouses are
be They be
systematically inspected.

to made. should and

registered

You have regulations for hackney carriages at Fresh-
water and Totland Bay.

Notification of infectious diseases is now universal.
Your district was protected by it on the day the Act
came into operation. You also have voluntary noti-

fication by the masters and mistresses of public

clementary schools.
You do not possess an isolation hospital,

In my last annual report, pp. 121, 122, T stated the
position as regards inspection work. Since then you
have sub-divided your district into four sub-districts for
With

Local Government Board you have given each sub-dis-

administrative purposes. the sanction of the

trict in charge of one of the four officers you employed
as the sanitary and highway authority—two sanitary
inspectors and two surveyors of highways—with com-
duties.
amount of sanitary and highway work done by four

mon That is to say, there was a certain
officers ; there is precisely the same amount of work—
or, rather, there is a larger bulk of work each year
than there was the year before —which has to be done by

the same olficers, but cach does now a quarter of the
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sanitary work and a quarter of the highway work, in-
stead of, as formerly, ball” of the sanitary work in one
case and hall of the highway work in the other. You
have also directed the inspectors to reside as nearly as
possible in the centres of their sub-districts,

As the new arrangement commenced in the last
quarter of the yvear, and as it takes a certain time to
settle to the new order of things, it is difficult to judge
of the effect of it. | have, however little confidence in
the success of the experiment. [ think as regards the
sanitary work the insistance that the inspectors shall
reside in the centres of their sub-districts will be fatal.
You cannot administer a rural district upon urban lines.
The Medical Officer of Health is required by the Central
Authority to direct the Inspectors in their work, and the
Inspectors are equally bound by their orders to look to
the Medical Officer of Health for direction in their
work. This is subject, of course, to the superior
authority of the Sanitary Authority. But the Sanitary
Authority are not always sitting, and the scparation by
many miles of the Inspectors from the Medical Officer
of Health renders proper direction impossible.  The
law may be wrong, and skilled direction may be unnec-
sary, but while the law stands it must be obeyed.  The
experiment was formerly tried, and it was found to be
so inconvenient that the Inspector was directed to live
in the centre of the Island.  He had to leave home be-
fore his letters were delivered, communication between
him and the Medical Officer of Health was difficult, and
it was evident the public interests suffered.  The idea
seems to be that time on the road will be saved by the
arrangement. Practically this is not so. The Inspectors

must be constantly making the journcy to Newport
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where the Cffices are, and to attend the meetings of
your Council and your Committees, the meetings of the
Highway Committee and sub-committees, to all of which
they are summoned, and to meet people by appointment
on Saturday when much of the business of the Island is
done at the central town. Those familiar with your dis-
trict, which extends throughout the Isle of Wight, know
that the most convenient, and the only possible place
of residence for those who do its work day by day is
Newport or its neighbourhood. If the Island were a
level plain it might be different, but the roads, which con-
vergetothe centre, run up the valleys between the downs,
and residence in the geographical centre of a sub-district
is impracticable. 1 can imagine that for highway purposes
there may be advantages in the arrangement you have
made ; but the Inspectors say it is not so. Having the
-ailway and their bicycles, they will no more quickly
reach given points in their sub-districts from a place
within them than from Newport. In all but the north-
west sub-district the downs interpose between one part
of them and another. In the north-west sub-district,
the present residence of the Inspector, Carisbrooke,
must be, with the railway, as nearly central a place of
residence as could be found. It is palpably the most
convenient place of residence for all purposes of the In-
spector of the south-west district.  The railway gives
the same advantage ol a residence in Newport to the
Inspectors of the north-east and south-east sub-dis-
tricts. I am expected to report fully upon this im=-
portant subject, and I would venture to say, therefore,
I believe the Inspectors have worked very hard, and 1
can only conclude the efficient supervision of the high-
ways, and the increase of building operations, and the

necessity of frequent visits to houses in course of
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ercection have taken up so much of their time that
systematic house to house inspection has been impos-
sible. 1 would remind you their districts are still very
wide. Whether when the roads are brought into a
better state their highway duties will be diminished I
am not in a position to state. That your Inspectors
acting as Surveyors should do your sanitary engineer-
ing work I consider most important; and carefully re-
viewing the whole subject, | have come to the conclusion
the interests of your district would be best served by
all vour Inspectors residing in the centre of the Island,
and by the appointment of a thoroughly capable and
certificated junior inspector, who would not be expected to
attend the meetings of your Council and committees
regularly, and whose time would be devoted to
systematic inspection work, and who could be made
available during special pressure in one of the sub-dis-
tricts. For example, he would have had sanitary charge
of the south-west sub-district while the regular in-
spector of that sub-district was occupied with the Yar-
mouth Common Road recently. 1 have had considerable
experience of the administration of your district, and |
regret 1 was not consulted before you determined on
the changes vou have made.

You now have monthly meetings of your Council,
any pressing sanitary business being taken at the inter-
mediate meeting of the Highway Commmittee. The
Inspectors’ Reports Committee sits fortnightly and the
General Purposes Committee monthly.  You have also
Special Committees for specific objects, and Parochial
Committees, of which there is one for each parish, the
members of which are the members of the Parish

Council, and the District Councillor or Councillors of
the Parish,

rocedure,
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In my last annual report, pp. 123, 124, 125, 126, 127,
I described fully the work of your Council and of
your committees, and particularly of the Parochial
Committees,

Your request, so courteously conveyed by your
Chairman, that I should curtail my annual report, I
have endeavoured to observe. But it is difficult to
avoid detail in writing under a sense of great responsi-
bility about a sanitary district with the welfare of which
one is practically charged. Through long years of
toil and disappointment I have endeavoured to do my
duty to its interests honestly, and when these interests
are in my opinion hindered or assailed the only oppor-
tunity of defence not infrequently is that attorded by the
annual report which the law requires at my hands, and
in which it directs me to treat of such matters. Itis
difficult also to avoid enlarging upon the advances
made, particularly in such a year as that under review,
during which prospective protection to the health of the
people has been afforded by schemes of water supply
completed, as at Upton and Haven Street, or initiated
or advanced a stage as at Newchurch, Chale and Black-
gang, and in the parishes of Shalfleet and Northwood,
and by the sewerage of Carisbrooke, Fairlee,
Wootton, and at Upton Road, and the contemplated
sewerage of Gurnard, and by the scavenging of Horse-

bridge Hill, and the proposed scavenging of Wroxall.
I have the honour to be,

Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

Carisbrooke. J. GROVES,



