[Report 1896] / Medical Officer of Health, Hexham U.D.C.

Contributors

Hexham (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1896

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/kgesc74w

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

Carotyne, Hexham, Fab. 4:h, 1667,
Ta William Pruddah, Ese., Cleck, Heaham Urban
Distriot Counoil,

Diear Bir,—Ib iz again my daty, through s
to bring to the notice of the Hexham Tlrbag 1Dia-
triet Cooneil the eanitary condiion of Hexham
for the year 1806, ns measured by the desth rate,

The chimatig conditions of 1806 wera nob such as
to affeot adversely tho public bealth. Thoe winter
was mild, the spring and early summer wera dry,
the esrly satumn raine prevented iojury from
seareity of wabter, and undoe heab affectiog infaak
life. Labour was plent ful and food cheap, bene-
fisting the condition of the workiog class.

Wa passed throogh & heavy outbreak of infec-
tiona disasee, chiefly meseles, lollow.d by one of
mumps, which has been more complicated than
any previous ouibreak in my koowledge. T find
104 deaths :ﬁ?f 161 birtha have been regisberad
duriog the year. * 15 of the deaths cccurred in the
TUnion Workbouse, 8 of which were from beyond
your disteict, leaviog 96 as the sctual number of
desths tn the Hexbam Urban District for tha past
year, which, on a Iation of 6,000, give & death
rata of 16 per thoussnd per annum ; of thera
deaths 45 wers males and B0 [omalea, 161 birtha
give & arth-rate of 26°833 on a population of 6,000,
0f the birthe 77 wers fomales and 54 males,

A birth-rato of 26 is below the average, which
in nenrly 31. A desth-rate of 18 iz estisfactory
for an urban population, but dozham, with 1ta
many advantasen, should ba leas,

Ages at Death,— 25 wers under 1 year, 3 wers 1
and upder &, 11 were 5 and under 25, 27 wers 25
and under 65 23 woare 65 and voder 80, ¥ wers 50
and nnder 80, 25 deaths onder 1 year, or practi-
eally one in every 4 of the deaths in your di-teee,
beiog nnder 1 yesr, is tos heavy, No doubt this is
partly duo to the ootbreak of menales snd the
complications arising from them.

Causcs of Deathi—17 were due to disenses of the
respicalory organs, 16 o diseases of 1ha nervona
syetem, 11 to heart disease, 10 debility at birth,
10 nataral decay, 4 inquest cases, 3 to infantile
dinrrhees, 2 to whooping cough, and 2 1o enterio
faver. & is well fgr you to l::atu':’hﬂ i]1] of lh:
deaths, viz : —thoso from maas nopliag cong
and eoterie fever, are due to infretions or pri-
wventahle disease, some might add to these, 1hose
from infantile disrrbeoes, makiong 13 ont of 104, or |
of your deaths doe to csuses which are held 1o b

reventable, If preventable, pentlemen, why

EIW thiy not beon prevented? This as the

Hapitary Authority, you must ¢ach spewer for
reelves,

Clasen Notified, =000 cazen of infections diseases
bhawe been vwiified during the yesr, against 173 in
1895, and 37 in 1894, - 447 of the 600 are of
messles, 52 of voarler fover, 62 whooping congh, 4
erysipelas, 3 diphtheria and 2 enterio fover,

These figures show the severity of the epidemle
wo have passed through. The ¢t msy be con-
eidered by some exaessive, and I o not Erﬂplld
10 eay that in the csse of measles ic could not or
should not be amended. At the same tim= I sm
econvingsd that notification of all infretious discnse
condoces to the puoblie. benefic, and had yon at
your disposal sn [-olation Hospital, to which first
cases could be removed, where snch fzat casos are
g0 situated 88 Lo exolnde the posibilicy of isolation
st home, outbrosks of such distsst woudld in many
ipstances be pravented. If you even succeed in
postponiog such oatbreaks you would redoos the
denths, as s greater number of thoso susceptibie”
wonld be above the most fatal age, espiolaliy o™’
meazla-, which is from one aod & half to two and &
hslf yewrs of age, Youn do rot want ¢ large hospitsl,
ud it is impmjhla in anontbreak to provide fur all,
but you should have s well eqaipped hospital at
the dispossl alike of all non.paoper m-mbars of
ihe community, to which they may be removed,
or soy member of their bonsehold, if they desire
1k, an) o which as & Banitary Authority you osn
remave noy csee so placed o yoar midet as to en-
danger the pablic healih. 1 fail to understand by
what process of ressoning you convinee selvea
us & Hanitary Anthority that you are doiog your
duty in this matter,

[ wm not insensible to the mapy difficuitics of
public anthorities, but I had hoped ere this thak
rome decisive steps wonld have Leen takien Lo ereot
public slaoghter bouses, I need not dilate opon
this, as you are all perfectly aware that the exi-i-
iog ones clsssed as o whole are totally uofic for the

-

slavghte’s ng and keeping of healthy meat, Why
do you allow them to continue? I resret that ic
bhos been sanctioned by the Local Gowernment
Board to continue the Cattle Market in Priest-
popple, which is the oatoral interprotation of
their haviog granted s loan for ita improvement.

During the year the modeof sewage disposal has
beon altered and much improved ; un_extencion of
the same principle as 13 now adopted will enabla
you to prodoce an efflnent which will satisfy the
requirements of the Rivers' Pollution Act, and
that at comparatively small cost. Youor efforta in
this hawe mot the approval of the Connty Medical
Oifcer, who made u carefol inepeciion -of the
works, and gave valoable bints as to foture im.
provements. It was a pleasure to meet ooe &0
coaversant with all sanitary matbers, nod acioated
by snah an earncst desice Lo forther all savitary
wurk. Such visits must tend to improve the
bygienio condition of the district. I am noable to
approva of the principle of the seplic tank on
Tyne Geeen; the mere [ have cynsidered it, the
muerd am I coavinesd that it is co a fallasions
basis, which mast fail in praciios, The principla
uaderlying it appairs to ma to ba that destructive
decumpasicion tends to prodacs something superiar
L Lhe material being decomposed, No donbt when
such mterisl is exposed to the free aciion of
the sun,; ligh:, wod wsir, they are resolved
inio their esseatial or ficss eloments, bat we all
koow 1f brought 1o contact with ths decomposi-
1iun that ik e harmiol. I, thes, th's is the resolt
whnen expossd to the natural health giving ele-
ments of snp, liehe, aad air, what must iv ha when
these ace sxcluded a4 i the septic tank ? Takes,
ter exsmple, a deep well : when carefuliy covered
over, altbhough pure sibee may bo Qowiog in and
pumped cob cevery day, yetin a comparatively shor
e the air above the water becunes so deterior-
ated that a'candle will not born i i, and g will
destroy soimal life § or, ageaio, s plt which may
be in daily vperation and caelally veotilated, yeob
how -Itiignn a0 stmuspberio change will render eha
air uafiv to breathe, sod oven become explosive.
It thia happens wich pare sir aod pure water,
what may you not expsch by keeping hermatically
suslid o0l mir aod che foulssd of sewage? In-
stea § of soy improvemant, as the septic promoters
expuch, you can vnly bave the fsuloras intensified,
regdering 16 more deleserions Lo health. o is,
howaver, the vnexpected that often happens, and
should the practical wurkiog of the septic tank
prove « faotive, alihough thereby v wid over-
theuw many cotrsbed idola, all intereated in
saoitary work will gladly weleome b, Ia tha
manatime leb me advise you to follow oat and im-
pruve the system oow 1o ration &b tho lowae
on l=t Dot every attention by peid to keep tha
scavenging ataff in good aod perfect order, eo
that cleaolinass way begome a epecial featurs of
the lown.

Duriog the anaual inspection with Mr Sartees,
the warions poissuces wers rom bime o time
bromcho to yoor motice. 1 muss ask you to order
gneir vemoval.

I tiod from Mr Surkaes that daring the yaar 1580
nui=ageee have been dealt with, Of thess 63 have
be:en privy midleos, 21 of which have besn
abo'ished, 34 hous & have had their draina and
sagitiry arcaogemants testeld and overbauled, the
plans, wh n nscea-ary, beiog given, 20 watar
glusera defaative, 20 stable micdanas refuse, &o., 16
alaughter housss, 15 chuked drains, 12 ammals
kiéps 1a an gosanitaey state, aod 9 arimog from
¢ WOYIEs. H =

Lmay here mention that more attention io the
futurs will bava ro be paid to tha proper hoosiag
uf snimals, and tha s oibery condimnon of dairise,

Flans have beon submittéd and approved of 193
bousas, bardiog plags for 91 hounses, 24 additions
to heuzes, and O shops, offices, stables, &o.

760 yards of new sswar have beea laid, and 313
vards have been taken up and relaid ; 750 yarda
of new water mao have besn laid ; 740 lineal
yards of private streats have bean made np, com-
prissmg 1,47 equoare yards of cement footwaw,
L. 770 square yards of whinchip paviog, and 2,270
yards of macadam carringe wWay. )

18 pew bouses have been oceapied duriog the

[Tl
5 I beliava yoor district is at present free of infec-
tioua disease,—I am, wir, yours very f.ithiully.

Daxisr JACES0N.






