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To the Chairman and Members of the
Health Committee of the Borough of Lytham St. Annes

LADIES AND (FENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you the Annual Report of the
Medical Officer of Health and Chief Sanitary Inspector for the vear

ending December 31st, 14953,

The figures contained in this report reflect a satisfactory state of
public health in the Borough. The birth-rate again increased—being
higher than in any vear since 1948. The death-rate decreased, but,

unfortunately, the infantile mortality rate showed an increase.

An outbreak of food poisoning oceurred during the vear, and is

commented upon in the body of the report.

[ thank the Committee, and the Clerk, for courtesy and help, and
am grateful to the Chief Sanitary Inspector, Sanitary [nspector, and all
members of the Public Health Department staff for assistance and
t'ua:r|wl‘ﬂtiu|].

A. DODD,

Medieal Officer of Health.



NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Area (exclusive of Foreshore), 5,802 acres,
Arca of Foreshore, 5891 acres.
Population : Census 1931, 235,760,
Population : Census 1951, 30,343,

Population (Mid-1953, estimated by Registrar General) © 29 830,

Physical Features and Character of the Area
The Borough is a seaside resort, situated on the Fylde Coast, and
extends from the Estuary of the River Ribble to the Southern boundary
of Blackpool, a distance of six and three-quarter miles. The curving
coast line faces suecessively South, South-west, and West. The distriet
is very flat and the climate equable.  The soil is of a sandy nature near

the sea, but inland is chiefly clay.

Number of inhabited houses (Census 1951) 8.637
Number of inhabited houses (December, 1953) 0,451
Rateable Value : ... £370,191
Produce of Penny Rate : ; £1,500

Social Conditions,
including the Chief Occupations of the Inhabitants
The population is more residential than industrial.  The industries
include slipper and boot manufacturers, a shipbuilding and engineering
works, and several laundries.  None of these has any special influence

Ml |lll|1]is' health,

VITAL STATISTICS
Home population (Registrar General’s estimate), mid-1933 : 29,830,

Live Births :

Total Al | B
Legitimate 352 . 146 _ | 565
[Hesitimate 0 _ 3 H
Total : 361 194 G2



Birth-rate per thonsand estimated ||!|]!I1]:Lli|1-1l = 12-1.
Adjusted Birth-rate per thousand population @ 12-5,

Stillbirths -
Total M. 1,
Legitimate 5 I 1

Hlegitimate
Rate per thousand total births @ 14

Deaths of infants under 1 year of age :

Total M. I+,
Legitimate . - b e, 5 . |
Hlegitimate o : - : -
Deaths of infants under 4 weeks of age :
Total al. I,
Legitimate " 1 : i s |
Hlegitimate : —~
Total AL 1%,
Deaths ; 478 . 195 283
Death-rate per thousand population § . L 6i-0)
Adjusted death-rate per thousand population . 11-2
Maternal mortality rate per thousand total births:  2:73
Total No. of deaths
Infantile mortality _ . : . Y
Rate per 1,000 live  hirths ; 25
Total No. of deaths
Infantile mortality (neo-natal) i v
Rate per 1,000 live births . . 1Y

Deaths from :
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 7 rate .. 0-13 per 1,000

Malignant neoplasms, ete, 78 rate ... 2:61 per 1,000
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NATIONAL STATISTICS
TABLE 111
Birth-rates, Death-rates, Analysis of Mortality, Maternal Mortality
and Case-rates for certain Infectious Diseases in the Year 1953.

(Provisional figures based on Quarterly

weturns)

[ 30} 160 Smaller |
County Towns |
Boroughs (Resident l.ondon
England | and Great | Population | Admin-
andl Towns 25,000 | istrative
Wales (inchding S0 00D County
London) at 1951 |
Census) |
—_— - - |
RaTEs PER 1,000 Houme PoPULATION
Births :
Live 153 1700 157 17-5
Still 0-35 0-43 (1334 035
22-4(a) 24-8(a) 21-4({a) 21-0a)
Deaths :
All causes 11+4 | 122 11-3 12-5
Typhoid and paratyphoid (=00 0010 - -
Whooping cough (011 , 0401 (0 (h-00
Lriphtheria (I T IO S B U -0
Tuberculosis 12 24 TR Y 024
Influenza (16 0-13 017 13
smallpox (-0} i (-0 -
Acute poliomyelitis (in-
cluding polioencephalitis) {1011 (£} 0411 | 001
I'nenmonia 0-55 k54 52 | G54
Notifications (corrected) |
Typhoid fever RN Chdh) RN =01
PParatyphoid fever 011 001 i1 0-01
Meningococcal infection 003 (04 003 013
searlet fever -39 [-50 1-44 [-02
“.'hmr]‘lin;_: colgeh 355 372 deas 430
DMphtheria 00l 00 (1] =00}
Lrysipelas 0-14 014 D:13 012
Smallpox (0} =00 00
Measles 1236 11-27 2-32 s-04
I'nenmonia -84 | 092 076 073
Acute poliocmyelitis |
([including
polioencephalitis) :
Paralytic 0-07 i U000 -0
Noti-paralytic -0 =014 =04 =03
Food poisoning (-24 0-23 24 0-35
Puerperal pyrexia 15-23(a) 24-33(a) 12-46(a) 28-61(a)
Preaths
All causes under 1 vear of
HL HE-Ri ) Mps 24-3 248
Enteritis and diarrhoea ,
under 2 yvears of ace I-1 [ -3 {14 | -1
(a) Per 1,000 Total (Live and still) Births

() Per 1,000 related lLive Births.

o




TABLE 1V
CAUSES OF DEATH IN THE BOROUGH OF LYTHAM ST. ANNES

| 1953 1952
Causes of Death . I
M. | IP. | Total | M. | F. | Total
| | Tuberculosis, respiratory 21 2 4 2| 5 7
2 | Tuberculosis, other I ! 1
3 | Syphilitic disease I 1 1 I
4 | Diphtheria —
A “'hmh]iin; cough
B | Meningococeal infection
7 | Acute poliomvelitis l 1
8 | Measles = = =
9 | Other infective and parasitic diseases 2 2
10 | Malignant neoplasm, stemach 85 i 14 3 i 11
11 lung, bronchus 11 2 12 13 s 15
12 breast 5 5 7 7
13 o uterus 1 1 3 4
14 | Other malignant and lymphatie
neoplasms 13 | 28 43 19 | 24 .
15 | Leukamia, alenkiemia : — — 2 | 4
16 | DMabetes ah - 1 1 1 1 .
17 | Vascular lesions of nervons system 33 | 55 HH 27 | 57 =4
18 | Coronary disease, angina 35 | 29 | G4 34 | 25 5.3
19 | Hypertension with heart disease 2| 4 6 3|1 5 s
20 | Other heart disease 35 | 71 | 106 35 | 60 b3
21 | Other circulatory discase 5| 12 15 41 13 17
22 | Influenza l pls J : - :
23 | 'neumonia 10 2z 12 3 i L
24 [ dromehitis 3111 14 18| o 27
25 1 Other disease of respiratory system 3 : 1 2 3
26 | Uleer of stomach and duodenum [ 2 3 3| 2 5
27 | Gastritis, enteritis, and diarrhoea 3 4 i 2 3
28 | Nephritis and nephrosis 3 4 B 3 f | Fi
it ] H_".'J}L":']J-I:1.~;i:l of prostate 4 4 = b
30 | Pregnaney, childbirth, abortion I 1 i 1
31 | Congenital malformations I 1 3 3
32 | Other defined and ill-defined diseases 14 | 30 44 19 | 26 45
33 | Motor vehicle accidents 2 [ 2
34 | All other accidents 3 7 1) 53| 4 4
35 | Suicide 1| 2 3 4] 1 3
Jii | Homicide and operations of war |
All Canses Total 193 1283 | 478 1224 |265 | 484
|
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STATISTICS OF THE AREA
1. Population.

The |ml|m] wion of the Borough at the middle of 1953 is estimated
by the Registrar-General at 20830 : 110 more than in 1952, and
4,070 more than the 1931 census, and 468 less than the 1951 census.

2. Births.

According to the Registrar-General, 361 live births—199 males
and 162 females—occurred in the Borough during the vear. This is
4 more than in the previous vear, and gives a crude birth-rate of 12-1
per thousand.

CoRRECTED BIRTH-RATE.

1953 adjusted birth-rate (comparability factor, 1-06) = 12-5
per 1,000, Table 1 shows the comparative figures for the remainder
of the country.

lLLecITIMATE BIRTHS.

There has been a decrease in the number of illegitimate births
—4, of which 3 were males and 6 females—as compared with 14
in 1952,  This represents 2:49 per cent. of the total live births,
and an illegitimate birth-rate of 0.30 per 1,000 of the population.
The corresponding figures for the previous vear were 3-92 per cent.
and 047 per thousand,

NTILL-BIRTIHS,

There has been a deerease in the number of still-births—25,
I male and 4 females—as LUI!‘||J':I.I{"[| with 6, 3 males and 3 females,
during the previous yvear. This represents 1-38 per cent, of the
total births, and a still birth-rate of 0-16 per 1,000 of the popula-
tion. The :u'rl{-apnn:lmu ficures for 1952 were 1-65 per cent. and
(20 per thousand.

3. Deaths.

There has been a decrease in the number of deaths during the
vear ; 478, as compared with 489 in 1952, The uncorrected death-rate
i 16:0 per thousand ; this is 1:53 below that for the previous vear.

| I .

CoRRECTED DEATH-RATE.

1953 adjusted death-rate (comparability factor—0-70) 11-2
per thousand.

11



SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
1. Water Supply.

Water is supplied by the Fylde Water Board ; the supply has been
satisfactory in guality and ample in quantity. Practically all houses in
the Borough receive their supply direct from the mains, but some of
the larger houses, hotels, ete., are provided with storage cisterns.

All water is mechanically filtered ;. lime water is added to prevent
action on lead, and the water is afterwards chlorinated.

The Water Board carry out periodical bacteriological examinations
of the water. Of the 21 examinations of the raw water, there were
no abnormal results.

Twelve examinations were made of the water going into supply :
there were no abnormal results.  One chemical analvsis of the water
was taken, and the result was satisfactory.

2. Drainage and Sewerage.

There have heen no alterations or extensions fhlr'iﬂg the year.

3. Rivers and Streams.

The only stream in the distriet is the Liggard Brook, which flows
into the Ribble Estuary, and is largely fed by ditches which drain the
maoss on the landward side of the town,

HOUSING
1. Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the year :

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
Acts) ... . . . : 22

(b) Number of inspections and re-inspections made for
the purpose . 81

(2) {(a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925
and 1932

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose _ -~

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurions to health as to be unfit for
human habitation _ : Nil



(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exelusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in
all respects reasonably fit for human habitation . Nil

2. Remedy of defects during the year without service of formal
notices :

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the local authority
or their officers Nil

3. Action under statutory powers during the year :
(a) Proceedings under Seetions 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing
Act, 1936—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses which, after service of
formal notices, were rendered fit—
(a) By owners . - - , ... Nil
(b) By Local Authority in def :i.-llll of owners ... Nil

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which

notices were served requiring defects to be remedied I

l'H

) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices—

{r

(a) By owners v i i

(b) By Local Authority in {ivhullt of owners —

(¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,

1936—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made : .. Nil

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance
of Demolition Orders 5 _ ... Nil

(d) Proeeedings under Seetion 12 of the Housing Act, 1936—
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were made Nil
(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were determined,
the tenement or room having been rendered fit Nil
The general standard of housing is high.  Quite a large proportion
of the houses are owner -occupied.  There are a few old cottages in
the Lytham area which will be scheduled for demolition when the
housing situation improves.

I



During the vear, 36 permanent houses and 24 flats were erected
by the {mp:u wtion, .lrhi 146 permanent houses and 7 flats by other
hodies or persons ; and at the end of the yvear work was in progress
on 118 permanent houses.  The erection of a further 90 was under
contemplation.

In December, 1953, there were approximately 820 applicants
for houses on the (‘m'|m|':1l_'inn":-'. list.

Overcrowding.

B e : ;

here are a number of instances of overerowdine, where whole
families are accommodated in one or two FOOMS, owing to the :-;hm'tun;f-
of houses, This will be relieved as new accommaodation is provided.

LEGISLATION IN FORCE
List of Adoptive Acts of Parliament
Infectious Disease (Prevention) Act, 18090,
Public Health Acts Amendment Aet, 1890, Parts 11, 111, IV and V.
Muscums and Gvmnasium Act, 1801,
Private Street Works Act, 1802,
Public Libraries Acts, 1892 to 1919,

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, with certain exceptions and
amendments which are fully set ont in Secetion 8 of the Lytham
Saint Annes Corporation Act, 1927

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, Section 86, as to dealers in
old metal and marine stores,

Public Hmlth Acts Amendment Act, 1907, Section 85, as to Begsistries
for Servants.

The following parts and sections of the Publie Health Act, 1925, vie.:
Sections 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 30, 31 and 35
comprised in Part 11,

Sections 38, 42 and 43, comprised in Part 111
Sections 45, 46, 47 and 50, comprised in Parct 1V,
Sections 51, 52, 53, 54 and 55, comprised in Part V.

On the 16th May, 1927, the Minister of Health declared the Council to
be the Local Authority for the purpose of administering the Housing
(Rural Workers) Act, 1926, to the exelusion of the County Couneil.

By * The Borough of Lytham St. Annes (Offensive Trades) Confirma-
tion Order, 1924, the Minister of Health on the 6th December,



1924, confirmed the Order of the Council under See. 112 of the
Public Health Aet, 1875, as amended by See. 51 of the Public
Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, declarine the trades, business
or manutactures of a Gut seraper, a Rag and Bone Dealer, a Bone
Crusher or Grinder, and a Fish Frier within the Boroueh to he
offensive trades,

(This Order, so far as it relates to the trade of a Fish Frier,
was revoked by Sec. 107 of the Public Health Aet, 1936.)

The Lancashire County Couneil, by agreement dated Gth May, 1952,
delegated to the Council such of their functions under Part 11
and Part T of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, as are
-‘4|Ii'l'i|1'l'[| i the Third Schedule to the Lancashire County Couneil
Town and Country Delegated Planning Scheme, 1952,

LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

(GENERAL POWERS) ACT, 1951
S I3—Slaughter of Animals other than for human consumption.
N, 14—Registration of Hawkers and their premises.

The Council, by resolution (No. 791, dated 17th December, 1851) has
Axed 1=t April, 1952, as the appointed date for the coming into
operation of 8. 13 (Slanghter of Animals other than for human
consumption) and 5. 14 (Registration of Hawkers and their
premises) of the Lancashire County Couneil (General Powers) Act,
1951, (Advertisement in Lytham St. Annes Express and Lytham
Times of 8th February, 1952.)

LOCAL ACTS OF PARLIAMENT

Lytham Saint Annes Corporation Act, 1923, Roval Assent 3lst July,
14923,

LYTHAM ST. ANNES (FOOD) ORDER, 1946

The Minister of Health, by the I.I\'IILILII'I ot Annes (Food) Ovder, 1943,
declared Seetion 14 of the Food and Drugs Act, 19358, to be in foree
in the Borough of Lytham St. Annes, with effeet from the 21st
day of August, 1946,

section 14 contains provisions relating to the registration of premises
used in connection with

(a) the sale or manufacture for the purpose of sale of ice cream
or the storage of ice eream intended for sale @ and

(b) the preparation or manufacture of sausaves or potted,
pressed, pickled or preserved food intended for sale.

15



15th
209th

2nd
24th
20th
15th

Sth
26th

26Lh
26th
26th
26th
Mith

4th
13th
18th
185th
20th
14th

Yth

Oth
15th
15th
26th
13th
J0th
19th
19th
19th
J0th
24th
11th
25th
27th

27th
25th

Jith
J0th
25th

BYE-LAWS IN FORCE WITHIN THE BOROUGH

DaTE

June,

April,

Oct. .
Oct.,
May,

June,

Feb.,
Mar.,

Mar.,

Mar.,

Mar.,
Mar.
Mar.,
April,
June,
May,
Aug,,
Dec.,

April,

June,

Sept.,

May,
Dec.,

sept.,

Dec.,

Nov.,

Dec.,
Dec.,
Dec.,
.!.'lﬂ.,

April,

May,

~ept.,
sept.,

Sept.,

Oct.,

Jan.,
Jan.,

sept.,

| =51
[ 554
1 54

14003

1907
1407
1923
1023

1
[RY )

1923

1923

1923 .
1923 .
|l|'}|_|_ o
|'L-: ,

1925

|‘|....1 i
1926

1926 ...

1927

L
1928 |
1932 .
1534 .

. Good Rule and Governmient (Dogs and Bieveles).

| L3
1938
1935
1938
19349
1930
1954
19349
[REEE.

1948

[RIE 3.

[ 9500
1 950
| U5

Pleasure Boats and Vessels, Lvtham,

The Beach, Lytham.

Pleasure Boats and Vessels, St. Annes.

Seashore and Esplanade, St. Annes,

The Beach, Lyvtham.

Seashore, Lytham.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.

Cleansing of Footpaths and Pavements,

Removal of Household Refuse, ete,

Publie Slaughter-houscs.

Public Bathing.

Cemeteries,

Horses, Ponies, Mules or Asses.

Mortuaries,

Nuizances.

Routes for Motor Ommnibuses.

Offensive Trades.

toutes for Motor OUmnibuses,

Tramways and Motor Omnibuses.

Employment of Children and the Regulation of
Street Trading by Children and Young Persons.

Bye-laws with respect to the Management of the
Park Cemetery. (Amended 25th October, 1948.)

Routes for Motor Omnibuses.

Public Slaughter-houses.

- Nursing Homes,

Parks and Pleasure Grounds,
Emplovment of Children.

Publie Sanitary Convenicnees.

.~ Tents, Vans, Sheds, et

Smoke Abatement.

- Good Rule and Government (Roller Skating).

(Juenes,

Building Bye-laws.

New Streets.

Regulations with respect to the Management of
the Park Cemetery.

Table of Fees and Payments with respect to the
Yark Cemetery.

Table of Fees to be taken by Ministers of Religion

at Interments in the Park Cemetery.
Sale of Contraceptives in Slot Machines.
Handling and Sale of Food.
Hackney Carrviages,

G



PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, DISEASE

(a) Notifiable Diseases :

1. Smallpox.

No cases were notified during the year.

2. Scarlet Fever.

During the year, 51 cases of searlet fever—3 more than the previous
yvear—were notified.  All cases were mild and there were no deaths,
22 eases were removed to the Blackpool Infectious Diseases Hospital ;
the others were satisfactorily isolated at home. The age and sex
distribution is as follows :

| ]
1-2 | 34 | 59 [10-14]|15-24| 25 & | Total
veiurs }'Nlrri" vears | years | vears | Over
Male 1 2 : 1 13 ! ] 1 I 28
1:1*.l1l:|.h' 2 I | 4 3 - 3 | 3
Total 1 4 .I 25 1 | 3 2 51

3. Diphtheria.

No easzes were notified during the vear.

4. Enteric or Typhoid Fever.

No cases were notified during the vear,

5. Paratyphoid Fever.

No cases were notified during the vear.

6. Measles.

Measles was much more prevalent than in the previous vear—
543 cases having been notified, as compared with 63 in 1952, There
were no deaths.  The age and sex distribution is as follows -

| Under1| 1-2 3-4 'I 58 | 10-14 | 15-24 | 25 & | Total
vear vears | vears | vears | vears | vears | Over
Male | 8 40 47 | 92 3 2 1 | 198
Female | 4 33 I a6 ' 94 4 4 | 3 | 200
Total ! 12 15 [ 1033 | I 56 7 (& 4 :‘..':L'i

5]

7. Acute Pneumonia.

15 eases were notified during the year.
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8.

Whooping Cough.

a1 cazes were notified, as compared with 15 in the previous vear.

There were no deaths.  The age and sex distribution is as follows :

| | | [ I |
= 5 |7 g =
Under1| 1-2 | 3-4 53-9 | 10-14 | 15-24 | 25 & | Total
| Mear Vedars | vears | years | vears I yvears | Dver
Male ‘ 0 6§ | 2| 1w0] of o 0 13
i 9 & r 7 | x | l [ oy
Female [ 3 4 | 7 | i n | 0| 1 21
: 1 I‘ | [ |
Total 3 | o | 16 ol o] 3| =

9. Puerperal Pyrexia.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

1.

16.

Two cases were notified during the vear. There were no deaths.
Meningococcal Infection.

No cases were notificd during the vear,

Acute Poliomyelitis.

12 cazes were notified during the vear. There were no deaths.
Acute Encephalitis (Infective and Post-Infections).

No eazes were notified during the vear,

Sonne Dysentery.

Three cases were notified during the vear. There were no deaths,
Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

No cases were notified during the year.

Erysipelas.

Two cases were potified during the vear.

Malaria.

No eases were notified darmg the year

Food Poisoning,

51 eases were notified during the year. There were no deaths,

L June there was a large outbreak of food poisoning, which resulted

from the consumption of meat pies manufactured by a bakery in this
Borough.

Two detailed reports of the extensive investigations carvied out

were submitted to the Council on the 28th September, 1853, and the
20th March, 1954, respectivelv.  The following is a summary of the
salient features of these reports

The total number of Persons affected was :1|l'|:|‘n"cill1ut|"|}' LS

and eazes ocenrved within the areas of 17 Loeal Authorties.
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In this Borough there were 88 cases, 45 of which were notified,
the remainder being  discovered during the investigation.  The
organism responsible for the outbreak was salmonella morbificans bovis.

Approximately 6,000 meat pies were manufactured at the bakery
and distributed in a large area.  Most of the pies had been eaten before
any indieation was received that they were infected with food poisoning
Organisms.

The interval between the ingestion of a pie and the onset of
symptoms varied from three to forty-eight hours, and the symptoms
included vomiting, diarrhcea, abdominal pain and varving degrees of
prostration.  There were no fatal or secondary cases in the Borongh,
In 21 eases the causative organism was isolated from samples of fieces,

The proprietors of the bakery suspended meat pie production when
it was intimated that meat pies manufactured by them may have been
responsible for an outbreak of food poisoning.  Samples of the com-
modities used in meat pie production were examined and swabs were
taken from associated equipment. These investigations vielded negative
results.  The bakery staff concerned with meat pie production had
frequent faecal and blood tests, and the organism was only isolated
from samples of faeces taken from emplovees who had consumed meat
pies, and no evidence of a carrier was discovered at the bakery.

Gelatin was at first considered to be the most likely cause of meat
pie contamination, but repeated tests of dry and mixed gelatin prepared
under actual working conditions by the stafff who had prepared the
gelatin used in the infected meat pies proved negative. Gelatin was also
used coneurrently in the manufacture of confectionery at the hakery
without evidenee of contamination,

There was no evidence of rodent infestation at the bakery or of the
contamination of foodstuffs by other animals.

The meat used in the production of the infected pies was traced,
and it was found to have come from four sources. Unfortunately, it was
only possible to obtain a sample of the meat from one of these sources,
and examination of this proved negative.

A large amount of experimental work was undertaken to determine
the thermal death point of the salmonella morbificans bovis, From these
experiments it is possible to say that should any of the meat pies have
been infected prior to baking, the organisms could, in some instances.
have resisted baking. The meat pies responsible for the outbreak
received a fixed amount of gelatin after baking, and then remained at
room temperature until they were delivered. During the period of the
outbreak the weather was warm and the room temperature of the bakery
consequently high. It has since been shown experimentally that a small
number of salmonella in a meat pie surviving the baking temperature
and subsequently receiving gelatin and remaining at a high room
temperature multiplied considerably. 1t was also established, when
considering  bacterial destruction by  baking, that within  certain
temperature limits the duration of the baking period was more impor-
tant than the temperature to which the pies were subjected,
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[ Yefinite E:I'lel' of the cause of the onthreak has not been obtained,
but a close and caretul study of all the results of investigation, together
with experimental data, is sufficiently convincing to justify the con.
clusion that infected meat was the caunse.

[t is desived to express my sincere appreciation to Dr. N, Broughton,
D, G AL Steele (Assistant Divisional Medical Ofticers), Mr. F. Haworth
(Chief Sanitary Inspector), and Mr. 8. Millward (Sanitary Inspector),
who gave willingly of their own time in the extensive investigations
involved.

18. Tuberculosis.

There has been a slight inerease in the number of cases of tuber-
culosis notified —29, compared with 26 in 1952—and a decrease in the
number of deaths—4, compared with 8 in 1952,

During the vear, 4 deaths were attributed to tuberculosis, giving
a death-rate of 0-13 per 1,000, which is 0-15 below the average rate
for the previous five vears, and 613 below the previous vear.

The ace and =sex distribution of the new cases and of the deaths
ocewrring during the year are given in the following table :

TUBERCULOSIS
New Cases and Mortality during 1953
New Cases J Ieaths
Respiratory L.’\'rrn-]{{--.pir.'atnr}' Respiratory | Non-Respiratory
Age periods | ———]— — - : - —— :
M. F. M. I M P, M. | B
Years ! l |
] [ I
! | : |
z |
1 |
13 |
) 4 |
25 3 4 |
15 2 3 1 |
43 J | | |
55 2 1 '
33 3 2 .'
73 and !
upwards 2 I
15 13 I | 3 Bl
Totals —_— I — — — e _— e ——
i ! I 4
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(b) Non-notifiable diseases :

1. Influenza.

Influenza is not notifiable, and information as to its prevalence is
mainly obtained from the death returns. As only 3 deaths were
attributed to this cause during the year, it cannot have been prevalent
to a great extent in a serious form.

2. Malignant Neoplasms.

There has been a slicht decrease in the number of deaths from
cancer ; 78 deaths—33 males and 45 females—being registered as due
to this discase, as compared with 79 in the previous vear. The death-
rate is 2-61 per 1,000, which is 0:02 below the rate for the previous
five vears,

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE

Under the National Health Service Act, 1946, the maternity and
child welfare funections of the Local Authority were transferred to the
Lancashire County Couneil on the 5th July, 1948,

Infantile Mortality Rate.

The Infantile Mortality Rate for the vear was 25 per 1,000 live
births, as against 11 in 1952, and is made up of 8 male and 1 female
deaths.

Neo-natal Death Rate.

The Neo-natal Death Rate, which represents the number of deaths
of infants under four weeks of age per 1,000 live births, is 19, and is
made up of 6 male and 1 female deaths.

SCHOOL HEALTH AND MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE
CLINICS

County Couneil Clinies held in the Borough are as follows :
St. Annes. Public Offices, Clifton Drive South.

Monday ... . a.m. Ophthalmic Clinic (as arvanged).
p.m. Ophthalmic Clinic.

Tuesday ... . ... a.m. Dental Clinic.
a.m. Minor Ailments Clinic.
p.m. C.W.C.

Thursday g ca.m. Minor Ailments Clinie.
a.m. Immunisation (4th Thurs. in cach month)
a.m. Vaccination (4th Thurs. in each month)
a.m. Dental Clinie
p.m. lar, Nose and Throat Clinic (as arranged)

Friday oo o pom. Speech Therapy

|:|I



Lytham  Bath Street Clinic.

Monday & Tuesday  Dental Clinie
(all day)

Wednesday .o a.a. Minor Ailments Clinie
a.. Immunisation (3rd Wed. in each month)
a.m. Vaccination (3rd Wed. in each month)
p.n. Child Welfare Centre

Friday . o, Minor Ailments Clinie

a.m. Speech Therapy

Ansdell - Baptist Church Hall, Ansdell Road North.
Thursday p.m. Child Welfare Centre (Ist and 3rd Thurs,

in each month)

TABLE V
Incidence of the Main Infectious Diseases, 1949-1953

1444 (B 511 1951 1952 | 19533
| - i
Twvphoid fever i - |
Policmyelitis i 4+ | 3 | 3 | I3
Piphtheria 3 | '
Scarlet fever 27 g 16 | 46 | 51
Tuberculosis (all forms) 22 1% 27 | 26 | 29
Measles 302 242 I 138 | G3 | 3u3
Whooping congh 22 14 113 13 ' 59
Acute pneumonia i H Fi | I la
Smallpox -
I I
Total | 381 200 | 298 154 | 539
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR

Supervision of Food Supplies
Milk, etec.

23 licences for sale of “T.T.” milk, 2 for “Accredited ™ milk,
13 for the sale of ** Pasteurised " milk, and 12 for the sale of ** Sterilised
milk were granted by the Council during the year.

15 samples of milk were submitted for the phosphatase test, and
15 for the methylene blue test, and all of these were satisfactory.
10 samples of raw milk were examined for the presence of tubercle
bacilli, and these proved negative. 64 visits were made to dairies,

39 samples of ice-cream were obtained, and of these 6 were of
grades 3 or 4. Subsequent samples taken of these were placed in grade 1.
75 visits were made to premises where ice-cream is either manufactured
or sold, and advice given as to effective sterilisation of plant and ntensils.

Meat. (St. Annes Public Abattoir.)
All animals slanghtered for food in the Borough are first humanely

stunned by a mechanically-operated instroment.

Carcases inspected and condemned

Cattle Sheep |
excl'ding] Cows Calves and 'g Pigs
Cows [.amhbs J
SR 1
Number killed 1,624 9335 1,437 9 30 i 2,858
Number inspected 1,624 Y33 1,437 & 504 2,858
ALL IMSEASES BEXCEPT l

TURERCULDSIS :

Whole carcases condemned 1| 7 141 15 44
Carcases of which some part |
or organ was condemned | 321 | 337 3 1, 1G9 R LY

Percentave of the number
inspected  affected  with |
dlisease other than tuber-

culosis 19-8%, G 10, 12:70, | 10:29,
TrpErCcULOsIS ONLY |
Whole carcases condemned 3 15 4 21

Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned 197 Jab
Percentage of nuinber in-
:;1;;-4_-1_1_-& affected with
tuberculosis 12:4%. | 391% | 0-27% | -

145

The total amount of meat condemned was: 31 tons, 12 cwls,,
1 gtr., 7 lbs.

Number of visits to Abattoirs : 413.
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Other Food.

Number of visitz to general food premises |45
Number of visits to fried fish shops 113
Number of visits to bakehouses TE
Number of visits to restaurants and licensed premises 22

Yarticulars of other food surrendered as unfit for food :
1,047 tins of fruit, vegetables and meat,
79 lbs. bacon.
218 lbs. ham.
03 lhs. canned tongue.
10051 1bs. canned boiled ham.
28 lbs. shelled egg.
a8 lbs. poissons.
40 lhs, sausages.
44 rabbits.
i cases of prawns,
100 bags of prawns,
6 barrels of crab.
6 gallons of cockles.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938-1950

By courtesy of the Lancashire County Council, the following
particulars of samples taken by the County Sampling Officer under
the Food and Drugs Aet in Lytham St. Annes during the year 1953
are given :

3 pork sausage I cornflour

I =auce I treacle

1 cheese 1 fish paste

4 tea I self-raising flour

3 peas, dried 2 custard powder

I liquid parattin I porridge oats

I Parrish’s chemical food 2 oatmeal

2 shredded suet I eream of tartar

2 curry powder | compound syrup of fies
I camphorated oil I tincture of iodine

I mustard compound 2 cocoa

I baking powder I rum butter

1 table jelly 2 sultanas

I gelatine I raisins

1 cockles, bottled | currants

1 fresh cream I extract of malt with cod liver oil
I salad cream | sage and onion stufhing
I beans, canned I rice

[ &=
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All the samples were reported by the County Analyst to be genuine,
with the exception of the following :

Sample Result of Analvsis

I pork sausage Deficient of 3-89, of the
minimum percentage of
meat : o

I pork sausage . Deficient 11° of the mini-
mum  percentage  of
ot .

I formal milk Deficient 5-37, fat

I formal milk IFreezing  point  indicated
the presence of 29%; of
extrancous water

| formal milk Deficient of 5%, fat and
low in solids-not-fat

1 formal milk Deficient 109, fat

I formal milk Deficient 169, fat

I formal milk - Deficient 5%, fat

| pork sausage . Meat content only 589, .

Action Taken

- No action taken

Vendor eautioned
Vendor notitied

- Vendor eantioned and

further sample
obtained

- Vendor notified
CVendor notified

Vendor notified

. Vendor notified

Vendor notified

GENERAL SANITARY INSPECTION

Summary of Visits and Inspections

Visits to—Abattoirs

Dairies , ,
Factories (including bakehouses)
Fishmongers (including shellfish)
Food poisoning investigations
Food premises

Fried fish shops

lee cream premises

Infections diseases

Marine stores

Moveable dwellings

Nuisances (including re-inspections)
Offensive trades

Pet Animals Act

Piggeries and Stables

Public conveniences
Bestaurants and licensed premises
Schools

H]u:'[}:-: }

Tips, ete. (Rodent Cont rol)

Of miscellancous character
Drainage inspections

Ssmoke observations

26
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Defects Remedied Dwellmg-hquses =

Draims ventilated

Ceilings repaired

Chimney stacks repairved
Dampness abated

Iusthins (new) I:I‘M'i:h'lt
Doors repaired

Drains repaired

Drains cleared of obstructions
Drains tested

Fireranges repaired

Eaves gutter repaired
Roofs repaired

Walls, external, repaired
Walls, internal, repaired
Windows repaired
Waterclosets repaired
Animals—Nuisance abated
Offensive accumulations removed
=oil pipes repaired

Gully benehed and covered
Anti-siphon pipe provided
Down spout providerd

Defects Remedied—Food Premises :
New premises built
Premises eleaned or re-decorated
Hot-water supply provided
Sinks provided
Washing facilities provided
Sanitary accommodation provided or improved

Defects Remedied—Factories :
Cleanliness improved
Additional accommodation provided
Accommaordation cleansed, repaired
[.LV.S. provided
Lighting improved
Accommodation door repaired
Accommaodation marked for sexes
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Defects Remedied —Shops :

! :l‘]h’l il'l‘il i 1'!!‘-illi:"i1'f|

=B
Notices served : Informal _ _ 248
Statutory |

Closet Accommodation

Exerement disposal is almost entirely by water earriage, and
there are in the Borough approximately 13,154 fresh water closets
and 31 waste water closets. At the end of the vear, there were In
use 3 privies and 49 pail closets, all belonging to houses where no
sewer was available. The privies are emptied regularly by the
Corporation : and the pail closets, which are attached to farmhouses,
are emptied by the oceupants,

Smoke Abatement
20 proutine  smoke observations were taken, and in no case
was the limit imposed by the Corporation bye-laws exceeded.
Shops

§5 visits have been made to shops during the vear: 4 notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied.

FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 AND 1948
Part I of the Act
1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health
i |
SNumber

I'remises : 01 |  Iuspec- Written Occupiers
Revister ‘ tions | Notices |prosecuted
|

Number of

|
(i) Factories in which Section | !
.2 3 4 and 6 are to be
enforced by Loeal Authori-
Lics | R
(ii} Factories nol included in
iv in which Section 7 i::l
enforced by  the Local |

Authority ! 25 395 33
(iii) Other premises in which |
Section 7 is enforced by |
the Local Authority lex- |
cluding out-workers’ pre- | |
mises) ' i i | 1 I
Total ‘ 230 4232 a4




2. Cases in which Defects were found

Mumber of cases in which |
defects were found Number
| 'l'lf ksl
Referred in which
Particulars Found | Remedied PR prosecutions
I To H.M. By H.M. wWere
' Inspec- | Inspec- | instituted
tor tof
= 1— i
|
Want of cleanliness ($.1)|  Nil | 1| il Nil Nil
Sanitary Conveniences Nil Ni Nil Nil Nil
(a) Insutheient 1 2 Nil Nil Nil
(b)) Unsuitable or
defective a8 Al Nil Wil Nil
Other offences against
the Act Nil Wil o Wil Hil
Total | 59 349 N Nil Nil

Disinfection and Disinfestation

110 rooms were disinfected on account of infectious diseases, ete.,
the method employed being the formalin lamp and formalin spray.
This procedure is also adopted in cases of tuberculosis and non-
notifiable diseases on request. 14 houses infested with bugs and other
insects were also dealt with. These are sprayed with an insecticide
incorporating D.D.T., and in each instance was found to be effective
In eradicating the vermin.

Public Conveniences

There are 31 public conveniences under the control of the Depart-
ment (15 ladies, 16 gents).  These are maintained in a satisfactorily
clean condition, although on oceasions are much abused.

Rodent Control

The work of rodent repression was continued during the vear
with one operator. 251 infestations were dealt with, and the total
number of rats and mice estimated to have been killed was 1,312,
Regular visits are made to the Corporation tips, food shops, ete,

T u . o : = 5 3

Fhe sewers were test-baited and found to be free from infestation.
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949
Report for 15 months ended 31st March, 1954

l.

.

=]

5.

4,

Total number of prop-
crtics in Local Auth-
oritv's IHstriet

Number of properties
inspected by the Local
Authority during the

15 months ended 31st .

March, 1954, as a re-
sult of (a) notification,
(B survey under the
Prevention of Dammage
by Pests Act, 1949,
i) otherwise e.g. when
visited primarily  for
some other purpose

Number of properties
inspected which were
found to bhe infested
by rats

Number of properties
inspected which were
found to be seriounsly
infested by mice

MNumhber of  infested

properties treated by

the Local Authority

Number of notices

served under Section 4

(1) Treatment

(2} Stroctural Works
(i.e. Proofng)

Number of cases in
which default action
was laken by  the
Local Authority fol-
lowing the issue of a
notice under Section 4

Legal proceedings

" block ™

Car-

Mumber of
control  schemes
ricd ot

local Dwelling
Authoritv| Houses
25 | 9451
() 15 119
(&) 10
i)
Major 1
Minor 17 | 36
54
(minor)
158 119
|
Nil
Nil

TvreE oF PROPERTY

All other

(including

Husiness
andl

Agri- |
cultural |

| [nclustrial)
45 | .58l
4 40
28 | 123
|
I
3 132
= 110
24
(minor)
s 39

Total

11,201

183

1651

135

112
(minor)

154
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HOUSE REFUSE REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL

Year ending 31st March, 1954

Refuse Collection.

The collection of refuse is carried out by the Local Authority
over the whole district. Four complete units are engaged, and a
weekly collection of refuse is now operative and only varies slightly
on the incidence of Bank Holidays. During the summer months the

refuse from a number of private hotels is collected twice weekly.

The total amount of refuse collected during the period st April,
1953, to 3lst March, 1954, was 10437 tons 15 ewts., an increase of

768 tons 15 ewts. compared with the previous vear.

The following table shows the amount colleeted during the past

three NErs ;

Tons. Cwis.

1951-52 N 0,188 0

1952-53 0,668 17

14953-54 o : e 10,487 15
Refuse Disposal

The disposal plant has continued to give complete satisfaction.
Salvage operations and mortar-making resulted in the sum of

13,353 12s. 0. being received.  This is made up as under :

£ sod.
Waste Paper : 65 14 6
Baled Serap . L14l o 2
Cinders 266 66
Dust ! ; 17 0
Serap Iron and Rags 145 I8 6
Miscellaneous Receipts 20 2 6
Mortar ) 11,010 2 10

£13,353 12 0
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The following table shows the cost of removal and disposal of

£y
[

house refuse during the vear ended 31st March, 1954 :

(Nore.—Included in the disposal column is the cost of

making and sale of mortar)

Collection Disposal i Total
£ s d. £ 5 d. £ R,
Giross expenditure 13993 15 2 |140683 19 3 [285057 14 5
(iross income 99 8 G 13,353 12 1O 13433 O B
2 - ] - 1 ]
Met cost 13894 6 B8 7l 7 3 14,604 13 11
Net cost per 1,000 population 4683 2 10 313 7 486 16 5
Net cost per ton I & 5 o 1 4 1 7 9
RATE POUNDAGE :
Net cost equivalent rate
in the J B-8d. 0-47d. 9-27d.
Percentage of above to rates
in the £ J-49%, 0-29%, 36499,
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