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Public Health Department,
63-69, Guildford Street,
LUTON
His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen and February, 1954.
Councillors of the Borough of Luton.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Annual Report presented by your Medical Officer usually
illustrates by graphs and tables the improvements in community health
that are taking place and it rarely happens that a sudden outbreak of
epidemic disease interrupts the steady downward trends in sickness and
mortality. Epidemic diseases have largely been brought under control by
the public health measures instituted in the past and when an infection
which has for many years remained quiescent suddenly reappears in mildly
epidemic form the unusualness of its occurrence gives it prominence,

The number of cases of dysentery in Luton in 1953 was unusually high,
the notification rate of 3 per 1,000 of the population being the highest
since 1937. The bulk of the cases occurred during an outbreak in the
early summer months. The illness took a mild form and caused no death
and could, for these reasons, be regarded as relatively unimportant. Never-
theless, the occurrence should also be taken as a salutary reminder of the
narrow margin of protection that can be afforded by public health measures
alone. Bacillary dysentery is essentially a “ hand to mouth” infection
whose control depends not only on the pasteurisation of milk supplies and
provision of water carriage systems of sewage disposal, but also on individual
standards of personal hygiene.

The last recorded case of diphtheria in Luton was in 1948 and there
has been no death from this cause since 1946. The fall in incidence and
mortality of this disease during the past decade can only be attributed to
the immunisation campaign which began in 1936. The margin of protection
from diphtheria is measured by the immunisation state of the child popula-
tion. Ideally, the immunisation state should be 100%, and how far short of
this the child population in Luton falls is shown on p. 39.  Animmunisation
state less that 1009, renders the occurrence of cases of diphtheria possible
and if lower than 759, makes the reappearance of diphtheria in epidemic
form probable. It is desirable, therefore, that the immunisation state of
the child population in Luton should be increased ; it is imperative that it
should not be allowed to fall below its present level. An outbreak of
diphtheria would have consequences much more disastrous than in the
case of dysentery.

Public health measures have lessened the probability of occurrence in
epidemic form of many infectious diseases, but it is essential today that
there should be a greater understanding of the part the individual has to
play. In the absence of overt illness this can only be achieved by broadening
the scope of health education.

In accordance with the requirements of the Ministry of Health, details
of the circumstances necessitating action under Section 47 of the National
Assistance Act have been included in this report. The power given under
this section of the Act, to exercise compulsion in the removal of certain
persons to hospital or other suitable premises, is one that is not lightly
undertaken and every effort is first made to alleviate the home circumstances
by providing nursing care and help in the home. But it is disquieting to
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find that there are still a number of old people who are unknown to any
of the social workers, either statutory or voluntary, and whose condition
deteriorates to such an extent as to make procedure under the Act
inevitable.

The birth rate, which has been falling steadily since the peak of 1947,
reached in 1953 a new low level of 14.5 per 1,000 of the population. The
Registrar-General’s provisional estimate for the whole country is 15.5.
The number of registered live births was 1,609—forty-four fewer than in
1952. The effect has been a slight reduction in the number of home con-
finements, the number of hospital confinements remaining almost constant.
The home confinement grant introduced in October, 1953, does not appear,
so far, to have had the effect of encouraging women to have their con-
finements at home. Of those patients attended by midwives in their own
homes it will be noted that 819, received gas and air analgesia.

The infant mortality rate of 29 per 1,000 live births was slightly higher
than in 1952 and compares unfavourably with the Registrar-General's
estimate of 26.8, the lowest annual rate recorded for England and Wales.
Of the forty-seven infant deaths recorded in Luton in 1953, thirty occurred
within the first four weeks of life. Attention has been drawn in previous
reports to the intractable problem of neonatal deaths, which can be coupled,
to some extent, with that of stillbirths. The stillbirth rate of 26.6 in 1953
was also higher than that of the previous year and higher also than the
Registrar-General’s provisional estimate of 22.7 for the country as a whole,

The notifiable infectious diseases accounted for four deaths in the child
population, two from measles and two from tuberculosis. The marked
improvement in the ruberculosis death rate at all ages, first noted in 1950,
has been maintained and the graph on page 21 showing the notification
and death rates over the twenty year period, 1934-53, is interesting. The
steep fall in the death rate in 1949-50 coincides with the introduction of
streptomycin therapy. The notification rate, on the other hand, remains
consistently high, but it must be remembered that an increasing number of
people are taking advantage of the greater opportunities for periodic
clinical examination and chest X-ray. The peak notification rates in 1950
and 1952 coincided with the visits of the mass radiography unit to Luton.

The investigation into illness in childhood which began in 1945 under
the direction of Dr. Grundy and on which interim reports were prepared
in 1948 and 1950 was completed and the final report published early in the
year.

During the year there were few staff changes and the services were
well maintained. ‘The health visiting service continued to be handicapped
by an acute shortage of fully trained staff, but towards the close of the
year the prospect of recruitment of more trained health visitors appeared to
be much brighter.

All members of the staff of the health department have worked as a
team and I wish to express my thanks for their loyal service. 1 am also
indebted to the Chairman and Members of the Health Committees for
making easier my administrative duties,

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,
R. M. DYKES,
Medical Officer of Health.



STATISTICS AND
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THE AREA
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GENERAL STATISTICS

Area (from 1st April, 1939) ... 8,736acres
Population (Census, 1951) ... o 110,370
Registrar-General’s Estimate for n‘ud-1953 (mesmnal} 110,500
Number of inhabited houses, 1st April, 1953 ... 31,221
Rateable value (1st April, 1953) unreduced o £962,947
Rateable value (1st April, 1953) reduced ... e LB IRS
Sum represented by Penny Rate (est. 1953-54) ... £3,325

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1953
Males Females Total

Notified live births Legitimate ... 992 973 1,965
Illegitimate ... 47 43 90
All 1,039 1,016 2,055
Notified stillbirths Legitimate ... 32 29 61
Illegitimate ... — 1 1
All 32 30 62
Total Live and Stillbirths (Notified) 1,071 1,046 2,117
Registered live births* Legitimate ... 767 772 1,539
Illegitimate ... 43 27 70
All 810 799 1,609
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 of estimated resident population (provisional) 14.56
Registered stillbirths* o s 21 23 4
Stillbirth Rate per 1,000 total {lﬁ:. and strll] births* ... e 208
Males Females Total
Registered Deaths* 543 504 1,047
Death rate per 1,000 estimated resident population (provisional) ... 9.4
Deaths from Puerperal Causes :— Rate per 1,000
Deaths  registered total
births
Puerperal Sepsis ... Nil Nil
Other Puerperal causes ... I 0.6
Total 1 0.6
Death Rates of Infants under 1 year of age :—
All Infants per 1,000 registered live births (provisiomal) ... 29.2
Neo-natal all infants (provisional) ... wuw LB
Legitimate per 1,000 legitimate live births (provisional) ... 26.6

Illegitimate per 1,000 illegitimate live births (provisional)... 85.7

* Corrected for inward and outward transfers,
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BIRTH RATES, DEATH RATES, ANALYSIS OF MORTALITY,
MATERNAL DEATH RATES AND CASE RATES FOR CERTAIN
INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN THE YEAR 1953

(England and Wales, London, 126 Great Towns and 148 Smaller Towns)
(Provisional figures based on Weekly and Quarterly Returns)

(Gummed slip to follow)
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DISTRIBUTION OF NOTIFIED LIVE BIRTHS AS BETWEEN
INSTITUTIONAL AND DOMICILIARY CONFINEMENT

(Corrected for Inward and Outward Transfers)

Institutional Domiciliary

Year  Maternity | Private ! Districr | Private | Doctors %’-.m"f

Hospital | Nursing| Total | Mid- | Mid- | and | Total ~°%

Units Hn:nuesl wives | wives | Parents

1948 1,154 | 285 1,439 402 — 61 463 1,902
1949 1,151 191 1,342 423 —_ B | 479 1,821
1950 923 155 1,078 612 | — 16 628 1,706
1951 927 129 1,056 652 | — 19 | 67 1,727
1952 844 170 | 1,014 634 | 1 — | 635 1,649
1953 852 166 1,018 B | — 6 591 1,609

DISTRIBUTION OF NOTIFIED STILLBIRTHS AS BETWEEN
INSTITUTIONAL AND DOMICILIARY CONFINEMENT

(Corrected for Inward and Outward Transfers)

Maternity  Private e Grand
Cause Hospital  Nursing Domiciliary Toral
Units Home .
Maternal Toxaemia il 3 1 e 4
Foetal malformation | 3 3 —_ 6
Premarurity i : 1 1 —= Z
Complications of labour i 3 2 | b
Accidental haemorrhage ' 9 ~ 9
Other ol i ] = 4
Unknown causes ! 6 2 5 13
Total ... AFl| 28 10 6 44
| [

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM

(i) Total number of cases notified during the year ... 4

(ii) Number of cases in which :—
(&) Vision lost ... Nil
(6) Vision impaired ... Nil

(¢) Treatment continuing at end of year ... Nil
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SONNE DYSENTERY.

About twenty sporadic cases of sonné dysentery occurred during the
first four months of the year, but early in May the Public Health Laboratory
reported that of a batch of faeces specimens submitted for bacteriological
examination, nine revealed sonné dysentery infection.

General Practitioners and Head Teachers were accordingly requested
to report all suspected cases to the Health Department. Of the 195 cases
subsequently reported 156 were found to be positive. Faeces specimens
were also obtained from all contacts of positive cases and of the 538 contacts
examined a further 174 were found to be positive.

Information about the incidence of the disease was given weekly to
hospital consultants and medical practitioners. Careful supervision was
exercised over day nurseries, nursery schools and infant school departments.

Only one of the health department’s three day nurseries was affected.
In this nussery 25 positive infections were discovered and these children
were excluded. It was not found necessary to close down any of the nursery
schools or day nurseries, but new admissions to the affected nursery were
cancelled. During the course of the investigation it was necessary to
exclude from employment 17 adults employed in food trades. Two of the
adults were employed in the kitchens of local hospitals.

The following table shows the number of cases by age and sex.

0-4 3-14 ‘ 15-24 25-44 | 45-64 | 65+ Total

Age in Years

| { | | |
M FIM|E|M|F | M| F|M | F | M|F|M|F
|

Positive cases ... 45 | 35 | 38 | 21 | 2 | 2 ‘ 1| 713

1| —| 1|86
Positive contacts| 20 | 14 | 31 | 25| 6 | 3 24|40 | 6 | 4 [= 1 |3? 87
! | : |
Total number of cases and contacts ... e 1330
N i ., households affected ... e 153
Average Number per household 2,15

Average duration of outbreak in each household  5.24 weeks
Greatest number in any one household 15
Number of children excluded from day nurseries 25
Number of children excluded from nursery

schools 21
Number of children excluded from infant

schools 79
Number of children excluded from junior

schools 63
Number of adults excluded from food trades... 17
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TUBERCULOSIS

During the year, 144 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were notified
for the firsttime, giving a notification rate of 1.3 per thousand of the population.
Although the number of new notifications is 20 less than last year, it should
be remembered that 60 of the cases in 1952 were notified following the
visit of the Mass Radiography Unit.

There were 21 deaths attributed to pulmonary tuberculosis which
represents a mortality rate of .19 per thousand of the population, an
increase of .07 over the previous year.

PARTICULARS OF NEW CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS AND ALL
DEATHS FROM THE DISEASE DURING 1953

. New Cases Deaths
|
Age ' r :
i MNon- MNon-
Periods |  Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary
e B e w xe B aT
Under 1 year — = = — = — — -
1 year 1 2 3 — -— — —_ -
5 years 5 1 1 5 — —_ - 2
10, 3 3 = 2 — — e — =
I3 = 6 10 — 1 - —- — —
W 6 Bl = I IR
25 | 17 1 1 I 4 I =
35 5 10 15 1 - 3 1 — -
45 ,, 16 6 = 2 Al e L —
385 8 2 --- —_— 2 0 2 - —
65+ 0 | 2 - - - Fi] [/ ‘ 1 —_
Totals .| 84 | 60 6 | 12 | 1 /A0 TR

The following table shows the number of cases of tuberculosis notified

in Luton during each of the last five years together with the number of
deaths :—

Notified | I Deeaths
Year :
Pulmonary Pulrrﬁ ;::1_3 ry Pulmonary l’u{;‘tc:}u?:-a.rg.'
1949 o is 146 22 49 | 3
1950 182 10 20 ' 5
1951 114 26 23 5
1952 o e 164 17 14 3
1953 o o 144 18 21 4
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The following table shows the number of cases on the register at the
31st December, 1953, together with the numbers added to the register and

those removed durlng the year

No. of cases on the Register of Notifica-
tions on Ist January

No. of cases notified for the first time
during the year

No. of cases transfr:rred from other
districts ... i

No. of cases reinstated to the R.f.:glstf:r

No. of cases removed from the Register
during the year on account of having :

(4) recovered s

(#) removed from the district

(€} died ...

(d) diagnosis not &stabhshed

(¢) lost sight of

No. of cases rr:mammg on the B.-::g:ster
on 31st December

FOOD POISONING

No. of notifications ...

Pulmonary
Male  Female
534 400

84 60
20 11

3

641 _ 473
10 17
26 14
16 5

4 4

25 9
560 424

Qutbreaks due to identified agents :

(i) Outbreaks ... Nil

Single cases :

(i) Agent identified (Salmonella organisms)

(ii) Unknown cause
Deaths

Cases ...

Male

34
6

18
Nil
18

Nil
Nil

Non-Puimonary
Female

85

12

i

97

b2

69
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NURSING HOMES REGISTRATION, Public Health Act, 1936.
The registration of nursing homes is governed by the Public Health
Act, 1936, and the responsible authority is the County Council. The County
Council have, however, delegated their powers to the Borough Council.
Nursing Homes are inspected monthly and during 1953 no contra-
ventions were found. '

_ dio Date of Registra- DIVISION OF BEDS
Namtﬁint::]m'ng tion with Luton :
Borough Council Maternity ‘ Surgical | Medical Total
The Chase 3.4.46 7 | - —
Inglewood 8.2.50 6 crpie b S T I 6
Totals 13 | —_ —- l 13

The registration of the Westdale Nursing Home was relinquished
during the year.

During the year 100 women were delivered in the Chase Nursing
Home, and 66 in the Inglewood Nursing Home,

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 &
NATIONAL ASSISTANCE (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1951

Removal to Suitable Premises of Persons
in need of care and attention

Section 47 of the National Assistance Act, 1948, gives the Local
Authority power to compulsorily remove to hospital or other such premises
persons suffering from grave chronic disease, or who being aged, infirm or
physically incapacitated, are living in insanitary conditions and are unable
to devote to themselves and are not receiving from other persons proper
care and attention,

Under this enactment the Public Health Committee can, on receipt
of a report from the Medical Officer of Health, authorise application to a
Magistrates’ Court for the person’s removal to hospital or other suitable
place, and for his detention for a period not exceeding three months.

Under the provisions of the National Assistance (Amendment) Act of
1951, the Local Authority can, where urgent removal is considered necessary,
authorise the Medical Officer of Health to take immediate action seeking a
Magistrates’ Order to detain the person in suitable premises for a period
not exceeding three weeks.

A few cases are brought to the department’s notice each year, but
every effort is first made to alleviate or remedy the circumstances by the
provision of a domestic help or district nurse. It is only where these efforts

fail or are not practicable that action is taken under one of the aforementioned
Acts,
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Male, aged 87 years, living alone, was first brought to the notice of a
council rent collector by the grocer with whom the man was registered,
because the rations had not been collected for several weeks. He was
found to be living in insanitary conditions and not recciving proper
nourishment ; there was also a grave risk of fire. His body and clothing
were very dirty, and it was obvious that he had not had his clothes off for
some considerable time and had slept in a chair downstairs. The case was
first dealt with under the provisions of the Amendment Act and two
extension orders were later obtained under the principal Act. The magis-
trate declined to grant a third application for an extension order and the
patient was allowed to return to his own home.

Female, aged 80 years, living with a crippled son, was referred to the
Health Department by the medical practitioner who had been refused
admission to the house. She was found to be suffering from grave chronic
disease, incontinent of urine and faeces, extremely emaciated and covered
with bed sores. Action was taken under the Amendment Act, but the
patient died a few weeks after admission to hospital,

Female, aged about 63 years, living with her elder sister, was brought to
the notice of the Health Department by the police who escorted the sister
home after she had collapsed in the street and had refused to be taken by
ambulance to hospital. The home was found to be filthy and foul smelling,
The patient had been bedridden for many years and although she was now
gravely ill, her elder sister had not sought medical advice. On admission
to hospital the patient was found to be only about four stone in weight,
The case was first dealt with under the Amendment Act and two extension
orders were granted under the principal Act. At the end of the year the
patient was still alive, but it is not expected that she will ever recover
sufficiently to be discharged from hospital.

Female, aged T8 years, the elder sister of the patient mentioned above,
was given cvery assistance by the Health Department in an effort to improve
the conditions of her home, but this proved to be of no avail. She refused
medical treatment and was unwilling to leave her home. Action was taken
under the principal Act and she was removed to hospital where she died
from a malignant growth three weeks later,
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HEALTH EDUCATION.

In recent years an attempt has been made to broaden the scope of health
education in Luton. Hitherto education in health has tended to be con-

centrated on parents of children attending welfare centres and school
medical inspections. Indeed, the primary purpose of the infant welfare

service is education of the mother in infant care, infant feeding and the
promotion of infant health. This service has largely fulfilled its objective.
The knowledge and understanding of the young mother of today in the
care and upbringing of her baby is in marked contrast to that of the young
mother of some thirty of forty years ago. It has even been said that much of
the advisory work now undertaken at welfare centres is no longer necessary
because the principles are so well established. Be that as it may, the advisory
service provided by the health visitor at infant welfare centres and in the
home of parents has given results beyond any that could have been
achieved by clinics concentrating on the treatment of infants already ill.
A tacit recognition of the effectiveness of this method of teaching the
principles of health was given by the National Health Service Act when
the scope of the health visitor’s duties was widened to include the family
as a whole. Under Section 24 of the Act the health visitor is required to
advise all members of the household on all matters affecting health and
illness including mental illness. The personal approach by doctors, health
visitors, midwives and nurses is in the long run probably the most fruitful,
but the work is tedious and the immediate rewards are not great; and it
is doubtful if their teaching can be entirely divorced from the clinical field—
people being more receptive to good advice when they are ill. Indeed,
there is much justification for the point of view that the work of the health
visitor should be linked more closely with that of the medical practitioner.

The personal approach is but one of several that can be adopted. The
inclusion of health subjects in the school curriculum would, for example,
be most advantageous, and it is worthy of note that as long ago as 1944
the Borough Council appointed a biologist for this purpose. The biologist
was a whole-time officer in the Public Health Department and during the
period 1944-46 syllabuses of biology teaching and health instruction were
developed for use in schools with the collaboration of the Education
Department and teachers. The biologist relinquished his appointment in
December, 1946 and no one was in charge of Health Education until 1949
when a Health Education Officer was appointed to the Health Department.
The health education programme was again interrupted when this officer
resigned his appointment in February, 1951 and in order to maintain
continuity, the Council decided to designate the Senior Administrative
Officer “ Health Education Officer ” and provide him with an Assistant
who should also have duties in the statistical section of the Health Depart-
ment. The Senior Administrative Officer is also a member of the National
Home Safety Committee and Honorary Secretary to the Luton Home
Safety Committee,
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On the environmental hygiene side, the Council in 1951 designated a dis-
trict inspector ““ Food Hygiene Inspector,” who in addition to his ordinary
duties of visiting all catering establishments in the town and recommending
improvements in equipment, etc., gives lectures to persons employed in
food trading establishments. The Food Hygiene Inspector has twice
visited the United States where he has had the opportunity of studying the
methods employed by large health departments like that of the State of
New York, and has incorporated some of their teaching methods in the
health education programme.

It is essential, however, that all members of the health department
should, in their respective roles, take part in health education activities.

The responsibility of co-ordinating this part of their work is undertaken
by the Health Education Officer.

The following note, prepared by the Health Education Officer and the
Food Hygiene Inspector has been submitted for inclusion in the report.

“From the requests received from various organisations for talks,
there is undoubtedly a keen public interest in health subjects. The Health
Education Officer also maintains active co-operation with the local press
who are ever ready to assist the department by publishing information
regarding epidemic sickness in the town. In addition, posters and exhibits
on topical health subjects are displayed both at the Health Department
and the Infant Welfare Centres.

Health Services.

“It is important that the public should be aware of the health services
available to them, and talks to voluntary associations on food inspection,
sanitary inspection, housing, school health, home help service, district
nursing, day nurseries, rodent control, vital statistics, etc., generally evoke
considerable interest and discussion.

Child Care.

““The Superintendent Health Visitor and the Nursing Officer have each
given a series of lectures on child care to girl youth organisations, 7.e.,
British Red Cross Cadets, Girls Life Brigade, etc. These lectures are usually
followed by an examination, the successful members qualifying for their
association badge.

“Visual Aids, dealing with eyes, ears, teeth and sleep, have also been
used to illustrate talks to parents at the Infant Welfare Centres.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

“The importance of diphtheria immunisation is constantly being urged
by medical officers and health visitors both at the infant welfare centres and
at home visits. It is also stressed during any talk on health services given
to parent audiences.
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Home Safety.

“The National figure of over 6,000 fatal accidents occurring in the home
each year makes home safety an increasingly important subject and one in
which health departments should be actively interested. In June, the
Manager of the Home Safety Department of the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accidents visited Luton and gave a talk to health visitors,
midwives, district nurses and home helps. Talks on home safety illustrated
by film strips have also been given to parent/teacher associations, women’s
organisations and religious fellowships.

Tuberculosis.

““ Health visitors, district nurses, midwives and school nurses, attended
a lecture given by Dr. Brian Shaw, Physician in Charge of the Luton Chest
Clinic on * Domiciliary Care of the Tuberculous Patient.” A talk on the
precautionary steps to be taken when attending the tuberculous patient
was also given to selected home helps.

Food Hygiene.

“With regard to food hygiene, it is felt that a great deal of assistance
can be obtained from Women’s Associations. Discussions following talks
supplemented by film strips have proved that Women’s Associations have
a very live interest in this subject. An International Society was particularly
interested in the food hygiene methods practised in the United States.
Youth Groups also provided very alert audiences.

“With regard to food catering in industry, talks have been given to staffs
of canteens and factories on the hygienic handling of food, and an effort
has been made during the year to arouse interest in the necessity for greater
personal hygiene.

“A course of lectures on hygiene at a recognised centre for all food
handlers would seem to be desirable and it is regretted that the catering
trade do not appear to realise that such a scheme would greatly enhance
their status. In various cities in the United States food handlers are requested
to attend such a course of instruction before they are allowed to work in
food trades.”

Lectures, Talks, Films and Film-strips, etc.
Talks were given during the year on the following subjects :—

Food Hygiene .o+ 30 lectures
Health Services win =l %
Child Care ... S NN
Home Safety ... c, I g,

The total number of persons attending these lectures was 2,177,
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SECTION 22—CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN

(a) Provision of Clinics

No additional infant welfare centres were provided during the year.
Thirteen sessions continued to be held weekly at the eleven centres situated
in the various parts of the town. Diphtheria immunisation is also carried
out at four of the centres.

There was again a slight increase in the total number of attendances
when compared with the previous vear :

NUMBER OF CONSULTATIONS, WEIGHINGS, ETC.,, AT
INFANT WELFARE CENTRES, DURING THE YEAR 1953

Attendances Medical Officer’s
Number R Consultations
of 0-1 years 1-5 years |
Sessions ' ' , U ‘;_!_1'5_
' nder -
15t Sub. 1=t | Sub. I vear | yoass
Dallow Road ... 49 | 189 | 2504 14 | 663 | 1,163 331
Stopsley ... 51 99 1,568 2 352 623 | 116
Leagrave High St. 49 | 85 1,409 1 304 447 115
Leagrave Marsh . '

Road ... 51 | 97 1,805 2 577 701 | 190
Round Green ... 5 | 128 2,249 - 461 790 185
Castle Street ... 52 | 133 2,440 4 485 | T49 142
Beechwood o 100 | 257 3,116 10 920 | 913 267
Limbury ... 98 | 186 2,835 3 737 762 | 191
St. Anne’s 49 86 1,366 1 403 572 | 132
Farley Hill 51 156 2,379 | 9 690 935 191
Park Street 49 91 1,851 10 264 336 | 52

650 | 1,507 | 23,612 56 5,856 | 7,991 1,912

The following table shows the total number of children attending the
clinics during the year, those attending for the first time expressed as a
percentage of the number of births registered during cach of the last five
years.

Mo. of children Children under 1 year who

a::gf:::ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ;? | ‘m‘;ll,;:;;ﬂm 5 attended FH.I:'IiL':E‘- for first
Year | year wete e
| Under 1-5 Under 1-5 i ; Percentay of
1 yr. VIS, 1 yr. yIs. Number number of births
1949 ... S I i 2,201 28,799 | 5,123 1,637 89.09;
1950 ... SRR [ [ 2177 | 24,519 | 5732 1,423 82.5%
1951 ... .. | 1,293 | 2285 | 23,672 | 5,345 1,457 83.0%
1952 ... e | 1,360 | 2,222 | 24,287 | 5,607 1,399 84.49,

1953 ... | L4l 2,229 | 25119 | 5912 1,507 93.6%
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(#) Premature Infants

A premature infant is defined as one weighing less than 5} Ibs. at birth.
The term includes, thercfore, somewhat small, but healthy babies who
require little more than ordinary care and management, and, on the other
hand, infants who are so small that they have little chance of surviving
however much care they are given.

Between these extremes are infants who, with expert attention, have a
good chance of becoming healthy, vigorous babies, but who would probably
not survive the ordinary rigours of early life which the normal baby meets
without harm.

Special arrangements for the care of premature infants in their homes
are made within the midwifery service, and infants who cannot be cared
for at home are admitted to hospital.

Premature births which were notified during the year are analysed below
according to place of birth, and birth weight.

NOTIFIED PREMATURE INFANTS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING
TO BIRTH WEIGHT

OVEer Over aver OWEr \";rl.'.‘iL!'ht [
2lb. 30z | 21b. 30z 3lb. 4oz | 41b. 6oz |4]b. 150z nos e | Al
or less (10 Lo toy to eded. |
3lb. 40z |41b.60z. 41b.150z | 51b. 8 0z. | © |
Momber .| 2 12 2B | 21 60 3 136
Mo. surviving '
after 24 hours 1 12 24 21 59 i . 120
No. surviving
after 8§ days... — 8 21 21 54 2 : 106
No. surviving
at 4 weeks® ... —= a8 20 20 54 2 104
* Compiled January 28th, 1954
Place of Birth
Notified Births.
Born in Maternity Institutions :
(@) Under control of North-West Regional Hospital Board 96
(§) Other ... 6
Born at home 24

Total ... 126
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Place of Birth
Registered Births.

Born in Maternity Institutions :

(a) Under control of North-West Regional Hospital Board
(b) Other =
Born at home

Total ...

(¢) Contraceptive Clinic

67
3
24

96

All patients are referred to the contraceptive clinic by a medical

practitioner.

Forty-eight sessions were held and there were 149 new patients. Sub-

sequent attendances totalled 577.

(d) Orthopaedic and Ophthalmic Clinics

Children under the age of five years requiring Orthopaedic or Ophthal-

mic treatment are referred to the ordinary school clinic sessions.

(i) Orrhopaedic Clinie Under 1 year 1-5 years Total
No. of NEW cases ... 8 29 37
No. of oLD cases ... 4 46 50
Total attendances ... 15 137 152
No. of cases referred for exercises 12
No. of cases referred for appliances ... ; 4
No. of cases referred for X-ray examination i
No. of cases referred for admission to hospital 3
No. of cases referred to Hospital Out-Patients” Department 4
MNo. of cases discharged : 25
No. of cases left district 1
No. of cases still on register ... ; ot 31

Classification No. of Cases Attendances
Bowing of Legs 7 13
Congenital Defects ... 7 15
Foot Defects ... 14 21
Knock Knees ... 36 59
Postural Defects 1 3
Wry Neck 2 2
Other Defects ... 20 39

87 152

(ii) Ophbthalmic Clinic Under 1 year Over 1 year Total
No. of first attendances ... 14 42 56
No. of sub. attendances ... 19 136 155
Total attendances 33 178 211

13 Prescriptions for spectacles were issued and two children

referred to hospital for further treatment.



32

(¢) Dental Clinic

Children under 5 years requiring dental treatment are referred to the
ordinary School Clinic sessions and during the year 45 children made 53
attendances.

No expectant or nursing mothers received treatment.

(f) Day Nurseries

The new scale of charges for children admitted to day nurseries which
was introduced on Ist December, 1952 had a deterrent effect on applications
for admission. The number of children on the register at the beginning
of 1953 fell to 145. Previously the three day nurseries in the area had
provided accommodation for 165 children and there had always been a
list of children awaiting admission. But it was difficult in the early part of
the year to obtain a true picture of the full effect of the increased charges.
The average number of cEjldren attending on any one day during the first
three months fell to ninety-two, but this poor attendance was undoubtedly
partly due to the high incidence of minor infectious diseases at that time.
Nevertheless it was decided to reduce the number of available places at one
of the nurseries from 75 to 50, the total number of available places becoming
140 against 165.

The outbreak of dysentery in the town during the early summer months
also made difficult a real assessment of the position. In June it was decided
that all new applications for admission, urgent cases excepted, should be
approved by a special sub-committee and the criteria adopted for deter-
mining admission were as follows :—

(@) The mother is obliged to6 work—arising most frequently where
the mother is single or widowed or separated from her husband
or on account of prolonged illness of the husband.

(&) The child is suffering because of bad home environment.

(¢) Straitened financial circumstances of the family—arising from low
family income or unavoidably high expenditure.

By the end of the year there were 154 children on the registers and

eight were on the waiting list for admission.

Marnor Alder Stopsiey
Road Crescent

No. of Children on Register 1.1.53 ... 49 57 39

No. of Children added to Register ... 87 88 73
No. of Children removed from

Register 89 %3 69
No. of Children remaining on

Register 31.12.53 ... : 47 62 435
No. of Children on waiting list

31.12.53 5 ] 2

No. of Sessions 247 247 247

Attendances—(0-2 years 1,146 2,540 2,251

2-5 years 7,669 7,229 5,790 .
Total attendances ... 8,815 9,769 8,041
Average daily attendances ... 36 40 33

(Monday-Friday)
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The following table shows the reasons for admissions to the nurseries
during 1953 :—

; | No. on Register | No. admitted No. on Register
Categories 1.1.53 during 1953 31.12.53

Ilness of Parents ... 26 38 22

Dehilitated Children ... 2 4 ==

Cﬂnﬁncm:nt o 3 13 -

Ili: itimac 20 T - 19

ren og‘ﬂﬁﬁdnu s/ "'H"ldﬂv. crs & 5 | 8

Parcntﬁ scparated ... 35 22 ' 33

Father in H.M. Forces 10 6 9
Adverse housing conditions,
poor financial  circum-

stances, etc. 43 103 63

Total ... 145 198 154

The following table shows, by categories, the average number of days
(Monday to Friday) each child was in the nursery.

Categories Mo. of Children | No. of Days nur‘:ﬁfrj{_g days

Illness of Parents ... 64 3,826 60
Debilitated Children... 6 161 27
Confinement ... il 16 286 18
Illegitimacy ... 27 3,142 116
Children of Widows, ”ﬁ."ldﬂm}rﬂ 11 960 87
Parcnts separated ... 57 6,585 116
Father in H.M. Forces al 16 1,386 87
Adverse housing conditions... | 26 2 096 81
Poor financial circumstances | 104 7,168 69
Other ... 16 ,U]S . 63

Total ... van 343 26,625 ' 78

The charge for admission to a nursery is calculated on remaining
income after deducting normal household expenses from total income.
The following table shows the fees charged during 1953.

Assessable | Charge |_ mmﬂdlng d"n_"‘EE. e WS |
Income perday | Alder Lrﬁsi:nt' Manor Road | Stopsley | Total
Upto £2 ..| 1/6d. 25 ‘ T e 65
[ [2—L5 1’9d -3/0d. | 46 | 37 5 48 ; 151
[5—L8 5s. Od | 3/3d.-5/9d. | 37 I 36 . 25 , 98
(8 5s. ﬂd—,{lﬂ 6/3d.-9/3d. 17 5 | 6 29
Dotk e b v o 125 | 124 | o4 343

(g) Nurseries and Child Minders Regulation Act, 1948

At the 31st December, 1953, four persons were on the register of
child minders. The total number of children involved was twenty-four
and the maximum number permitted in any one instance was ten.

Lo
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SECTION 23 -MIDWIFERY
Domiciliary Midwifery Service

Luton is divided into nine districts for domiciliary midwifery purposes
and all midwives are fully trained in the use of gas and air analgesia and the
administration of pethidine.

The slight fall in the number of domiciliary confinements during 1953
(385) as compared with 1952 (634) is a reflection of the falling birth rate.
The ratio of domiciliary confinements to hospital confinements remained

almost constant, 369, of all births occurring at home in 1953 as compared
with 379, in 1952.

Of the 585 cases attended by domiciliary midwives 476 (819,) received
gas and air analgesia, an increase of 22%, over the previous year. The
increase is probably more apparent than real because a more accurate
method of recording this information was instituted early in the year.

For comparative purposes the figures for 1952 are shown in parenthesis.

Number of Confinements

Acting as

Acting as Maternity Total

Midwife Nurse
1949 ... 143 273 416
1950 ... 211 401 612
1951 236 416 652
1952 ... 263 371 634
11 . e 254 331 585

Administration of Gas and Air Analgesia by :

(@) Midwives ... 204 (161)

(b)) Maternity nurses... 272 (212) ‘Total ... 476 (373)
Administration of Pethidine by :

(2) Midwives ... oo 164 (126)

(b) Maternity Nurse ... 267 (196)  Total e 431 (322)
Number of maternal deaths % — (—)
Number of infantile deaths 2(2)
Number of visits paid by midwives ... 17,240 (19,701)
Total attendances of patients at midwives’ clinics 2,535(2,681)
Attendances of patients at consultant clinics :

(#) Ante-natal e 424 (4200

(£) Post-natal we 65 (67) ‘Total e .ee 489 (487)

SUPERVISORY VISITS

Routine inspection visits
Special enquiry visits in respect of notifications :
(#) Medical Help
(&) Stillbirths... :
(¢) Deaths occurring in practice
(d) To supervise disinfection

21
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Orther visits :

Puerperal Pyrexia ... 10
Nursing mothers ... 44
Labour visits 6
Nursing Homes 27
Ante-Natal and Post- Natal 35
Administration 590

Tatal 749
Ante-Natal Clinics attended 43

NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MIDWIVES DURING THE

YEAR 1953
: Maternity
S Domi- : Inde-
bﬁ;‘;::f ciliary HT:,E:;[“I pendent = Total
el e
Midwives Htenaitn Practice
(@) Intention to practice ... 5 12 24 1 42
(&) Intention to cease prac-
tice ... = — — — — G
(s) Change of address — — — - —
(@) Change of name — - - -— —
(¢) Sending for medical hj:Ip e 45 — — 45
(/) Stillbirths n-ccurrlng in | .
practice = | 7 ' 6 1 - | 14
() Deaths n-r.-:urrmg in .
practice— [ | [ [
(i) Mothers —_ ' -- == 5 — [
(ii) Infants ... 3 2 | | 5
() L’.Wlng out the dmd — ' 7 = . | 7
(r) Liability to be a source ' | ’
of infection ... — 16 - ; —_ 16
(i) Substitution of artificial ! .
feeding ... asa | f 36 110 i - | 152
Distribution of Midwives, December 31st, 1953
() In Private Nursing Homes 3
(#) Domiciliary Midwives 10
(¢) Maternity Hospital and Ext. 19
(d) Private Practice (Independent) 1

Luton is recognised as a training school for Part II midwives, and
during the year 26 pupil midwives undertook their domiciliary training as
required by the Central Midwives Board.

Medical Aid
During the year medical aid was sought in 45 of the midwives’ cases.
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SECTION 24—HEALTH VISITING

The policy of employing State Registered Nurses to supplement the
work of Health Visitors was continued. Notwithstanding the difficulties
in recruiting Health Visitors it was decided to increase the Staff establish-
ment from eleven to sixteen and it is hoped that it will be possible to fill
these vacancies from student Health Visitors recruited under the training
scheme.

HOME VISITS BY HEALTH VISITORS

Children Children Expectant Special |
under 1 year 1-5 years Mothers Visits | Infant
el - SEEI I Infec- | Life | Total
i *ro- | Visits
First Re- | First | Re- | First | Re- Dtiﬁ:gc,i tt.'Icticn
Visis | Visits | Visits | Visits | Visits | Visits | opc |
1944 ... | 2,760 | 7,981 | 173 | 7451 | — 171 | 3,980 | 288 | 22,804
1945 ... | 2,608 6,233 183 8,399 - 66 | 3417 | 489 | 21,395
1946 ... 2,394 4,948 | 181 | 7744 60 19 | 4352 | 250 | 19,948
1947 ... | 2,832 4,194 | 359 | 7,072 | 68 — | 4439 | 119 | 19,083
1948 ... | 2,167 3,780 | 224 | 7,037 | 41 — | 4,386 | 122 | 17,757
1949 ... 2,013 3,794 | 316 | 8,008 | 39 — | 3,122 | 117 | 17,409
1950 ... 1,748 | 3274 | 175 7,987 2 — | 4473 | 169 17,828
1951 ... | 1,782 | 5226 | B0 |13,709 I e 984 | 152 | 21,94
1952 ...| 1,756 | 6,881 | 25 13,163 | 63 —_ 1,346 61 | 23,295
1953 ... | 1,683 6,801 | 30 |13,157| 62 — 963 | 75 | 22,771
| ' |

NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF
CRUELTY TO CHILDREN

During the year 1953 the Inspectors were responsible for dealing with
14 cases at the request of the Department., All were in the nature of neglect
and involved a total of 36 children. Four of these cases are still under
supervision.

SECTION 25—-HOME NURSING SERVICES

The Division is divided into eight districts for home nursing purposes.
One nurse is responsible for each district and 2 relief nurses are also
employed.

Normally the nurse is summoned by the Hospital Almoner or family
doctor and works under the direction of the latter. The service is often
supplemented by a domestic help. Nursing requisites and sick room
equipment are available through the St. John Ambulance Brigade and
the British Red Cross. During the year 646 articles were issued by the St.
John Ambulance Brigade and 62 by the British Red Cross.

The home nursing service has proved to be of great assistance to medical
practitioners, and in addition, has cased considerably the demand on hospital
beds. There was an increase of 196 (209,) in the number of patients attended
by the nursing staff over the previous year. As in previous years patients
aged 65 years and over accounted for about 509, of all who were given
nursing care in their own homes.
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NUMBER OF CASES ATTENDED

Yistri
Type of ! District e
Case IE e o e
vilmibeelas | & 2| &
Acute Medical . 6l 47 15 49 23 S50 52 20 397
Chronic Medical ... | 36 44 53 2 94 36 48 i3 376
Surgicai i 14 13 10 14 28 18 16 8 126
Tuberculosis o | 11 11 6 8 15 8 5 4 68
Infectious disease... - - - l - — — — 1
Abaortion ... 1 . | | | 1 1 - 6
Orther 17 22 26 22 37 38 30 19 211
Totals ... | 140 137 131 13" 198 151 152 144 | 1,185
NUMBER OF VISITS
Tg:;cuf | | | _ District i i
1 2 3 4 3 ] T 8
Acute Medical ... 811 668 | 855 736 428 1,008 631 1,064 | 6,221
Chronic Medical ... | 2,193 | 1,966 1,432 1,104 2404 999 2,493 1, 93';' 14,580
Surgical ... 208 515| 511 66% 1,089 657 | o9 257 | 4,597
Tuberculosis : 2000 272 99 165 | 387 213| 253 54| 1,713
Infectious Disease - — M — — — - 14
Abortion ... ; : 3 (] 14 16 3 — 49
Orther 59 | 261 103 197 100 | 176 65| 75 1,046
Tatal . | 3,556 3,682 | 3,003 | 2,931 4,422 3,069 4,138 : 3,439 | 28,240
CASES ATTENDED BY TYPE, AGE AND SEX
Male ! Female |
Type Ages in Years | Apges in ‘i’firs. [ AN
0-4 5-|-1 15-24 2544 d5—64 E-f--'— EHI 5-14 |514 '??—'ii 45"&4 55+ I_
Cardio-vascular Lesions — | = = |3 2| = = — - 12 56 113
Genito-urinary Condition ... - - | [ o 3 | 5 5 8 57
la-'sm e | — | — — 3 [} | — | = - ] 8 13 46
T.B. - 3 [ 1] 3 7 14 b 1] 5
Surgical T B. . —. = i | =] 2= =] 2| £| = =¥
Oither Reapiratory Infections | — 1 | 7 14 | 1| = 2 6 {1} 43 110
Other Infoctions ... i 5 I T 3 2| — 4 2 5 G 5| 41
Gastro-intestinal Disorders 5 9 — 15 15 18| 5 3 [ 13 22 27 | 138
Breparation for X-ray e 1 | 14 3 f 2 13 28 10| 109
Postr Operative Treatment... | 2 | i 3 7 10 —_ | 3 14 3| 45
Rheumatism and Asthitic.,. - | - 2 | Z2 - i 5 | 22
Blood Discases 2 - | 3 3 | - 1 5 6| 2
Diabetes — | - = — — | — | = 3 oM
Accident and ]nLuﬂu —- - = — 4 o (. I | = 3 I 7| 19
Senilit ; - = - —- 22 - - I | 93
%lun jseascn 2 = _I _2 3 | = = IE E 32 fl:
b S =il S S 25| 5|8
Ear, Nose and Throat 4 2 2 I I 2 f il - - | 41
Varicose Uloers el - | 1 1| - - 3 12 I8
Disorders uf"hrmuﬁﬂ.nr.m - - 5 2 3| = - 3 (i 3| 2
Oither Conditions ... 2 1 — 2 | . I it T e _Eﬁ 3 19
Toal _@" 24 9 | 79 (132 19710 19 29 109 163 | 354 LIS
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DURATION OF NURSING CARE (Completed cases only)

: 7daye | 828 | 13 | 386 | Overs
Kypc ok Cases or less days | months | months | months Al
s } | |

Acute Medical ... 180 132 | 33 |7 = 9 377

Chronic Medical ... 75 104 51 25 26 281

Surgical ... Tr 24 42 24 10 10 110

Tuberculosis i 7 1T | 27 5 2 58

Infectious Disease ... — 1 - — — 1

Abortion E L= - 6 —— -— - - 4]

Other o= o 147 25 f 2 O | 189
Total ...| 433 327 144 &2 | s5 | 102

SECTION 26—VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION

Vaccination

Vaccination in the normal way is carried out entirely by the family
doctor. The figures for 1953 show an increase of 84 in respect of primary
vaccinations and 28 for re-vaccination.

| oo | o | a1 e[ s vears | ‘Total

1 year years vears | and over
Primary vaccination | 3EEI _l 58 23 71 L A 141 | 681
Re-vaccination i i — 20 | 169 189
Totls ..| 388 | 58 2 o1 | 310 | 80

Immunisation

Immunisation sessions are held monthly at four Infant Welfare Centres
and one session is also held each month at the central clinic at Dallow Road.

The importance of this service is continually being brought to the notice
of all parents. On several occasions during the year, slides stressing the
danger of diphtheria and the importance of immunisation were shown at
local cinemas, and poster displays were set up both in the Health Depart-
ment and all infant welfare centres. Cards are also sent to the parents when
a child attains the age of 8 months, pointing out that immunisation may be
carried out by their family doctor or at one of the various clinics, and
inviting them to avail themselves of the facilities offered. 1n addition, head
teachers hand a letter to the parent of every child when it first commences
school and re-inforcing injections are then carried out during the term at
school.
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Compared with 1952, there was an increase of 97 primary and 184
re-inforcing courses.

Number of clinics held ... ; 69
Number of children who have r:ompleted course ... 760
Number of children immunised by general practitioners ... 769
Number of children immunised at nurseries ... 34
Total number immunised v 1303
Number of re-inforcing sessions at schools ... 32
Re-inforcing courses at clinics ... 69
Re-inforcing courses at schools ... 698
Re-inforcing courses by general practitioners ... ... .. 472
Total re-inforcing courses 1,239

Number of Children who had completed a full course of Immunisation at
any time up to 31st December, 1953.

(According to Health Department Records)

Under 5t09 |10 to 14 Total
Agear3L1233 ) year | vear| 2years 3 years| 4 vears vyears | years |under 15

Number Immunised | 86 | 1,294 | 1,343 1,320 | 1,500 | 8,575 4452 18, 570

Fqnmnmd mid- }'car| . e

Population, 1953 | 9,114 16,781 25,895

Immunisation state of the child population at 31st December, 1953,

Under | 1-4 | 5-14 Toral
1 year | Vears years under 15
Estimated percen-

tage immunised | 5.34% 65.519%, 77.60%, 73.399,

SECTION 29—DOMESTIC HELP SERVICE

The number of hours assistance provided (72,825) was the lowest for
any year since 1948. Nevertheless, the number of actual households
assisted, was the highest. This is attributed to the increasing number of
old pt.op](: who require only a small amount of help, perhaps two half days
each week. The number of aged persons now recciving home help assis-
tance represent 357, of the total cases, and in actual numbers has risen
from 162 in 1950 to 243 in 1953. One hundred and five had received
assistance for periods longer than 12 months.

The number of cases in which the full fee was not chargr::d represents
nearly 40°; of the whole as compared with 339, over previous years.

It is worthy of note that of the 67 home helps employed at the end of
the year, 12 had been in the service over 5 years, 17 over 4 years and afurther
18 over 2 years,
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Number of full-time home helps on books at December 31st, 1953 21
Number of part-time home helps on books at December 31st, 1953 45
Number of housecholders helped during the year:

(2) Maternity cases ... 136

(#) Tuberculous cases 20

(¢) Other cases 7 532 Total 688
Number of hours of assistance provided during the year :

(#) Maternity cases ... SN T |

(b) Tuberculous cases e e S0

(¢) Other cases .. 61,714 Total e BN
Number of cases in which full fee was not charged :

(#) Maternity cases ... 31

(#) Tuberculous cases 9

(¢) Other cases 234  Total 274
Cost to local authority of assessed cases £3,445

AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE PROVIDED WEEKLY

Up to | 8-12 | 12-20 | Over -
-20 | 20-30 o of
Type of Case hﬂﬂ hours | hours | hours hsgn Total Waht.‘.rl:

Prcgnancyancl(:unﬁnr_ment 17| ag | 22 32 34 | 136 | 20

Tuberculosis ... 9 5 6 — — 20 3
Chronic Illness ... s 70 14 9 | - 94 14
Hospital, or Ex-Hos ital | 59 28 9 —- —- 96 14
Emergency, or other lllness | 53 17 17 | 10 2 99 14
Aged Persons ... o | 174 49 15 | i . | 243 | 35
Total | 382 | 131 | 9 47 | 37 | 688 | —
Percentage of whole i 56% | 19% | 139% [ 79, | 59 | 100% | 100%

LENGTH OF TIME ASSISTANCE PROVIDED

Up to 1-3 3-6 6-12 | Over

Type or Case 4 weeks | months | months | months 12 Total
months
Pregnancy and Confinement 119 15 2 = = ;_ 136
Tuberculosis e 1 4 4 4 | T 20
Chronic Illness ... ... 6 16 16 18 3 | 9
Hospital, or Ex-Hospital ... 42 3l 16 T | — | %
Emergency, or Other Illness 69 23 5 2 — | 9
Aged Persons 24 | 37 25 52 ! 105 : 243
Total T T 68 83 150 | 688

Percentage of whole | 389%, 189, 109, 12% 229, . lm';:g
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REPORT

OF THE

Chief Sanitary Inspector

Public Health Department,
63-69 Guildford Street,
LUTON

February, 1954.
His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen and

Burgesses of the Borough of Luton.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Fourteen years have elapsed since a Clearance Area was represented
to the Council, but in the meantime 108 houses have been dealt with either
by Demolition or Closing Orders, and many old houses, though unfit in
many respects, have been patched over and over again. The recently
published Housing Repairs and Rents Bill indicates that orderly clearance
of unfit houses may again become possible, and in anticipation of the
new enactment, preparatory work is being done in the Department. The
recently completed housing survey which provided up-to-date information
about bad houses, has shown that some 59 of the houses in the town could,
* over a period be considered suitable for inclusion in Clearance Areas. The
appointment of 2 Specialist Housing Inspector in October has enabled the
preparatory work to be done.

During 1953, a number of visits were made by Members and Officers
of the Council to abattoirs in various parts of the country including several
of the modern ones recently constructed by the Ministry of Food. In
spite of every effort to obtain permission to build an abattoir, a decision
that Luton will be a slaughtering centre within the Government plan is
still awaited. The news that ministerial control is to cease in 1954 has
set a new problem, and considerable inconvenience will result if the report
of the Interdepartmental Committee on the siting of abattoirs is not soon
published. Meanwhile, an excellent site has been chosen and planning
permission for the new abattoir has been granted by the County Council.

In addition, the problem of providing adequate and suitable slaughtering
facilities when control ends has yet to be solved. Before the war there were
22 private slaughterhouses in use in the town and most of these are now
used for other purposes or are derelict. It would be a retrograde step in
food hygiene and meat inspection if these premises which the Council have in
the past refused to license, were to be used again.



43

Luton is not yet a specified area under the Milk and Dairies (Milk,
Dairies and Artificial Cream) Act, 1950, but the milk retailed in Luton is
mostly Pasteurised or Sterilised. However there is still a very small quantity
of raw ungraded milk supplied by two farmer retailers. The pasteurised
milk which is supplied to the public in over-capped bottles is mainly dis-
tributed by four licensed pasteurising plants in the town, and during the
year there have been proposals for plant modernisation by three of the
large firms concerned. Indeed, in one case, a completely new dairy, planned
in accordance with the best prevailing practice, has been built. The number
of small dairymen is few and diminishes year by year.

Atmospheric Pollution investigations in the Borough were continued
throughout the year. The most troublesome pollution was caused by the
emission of sulphur trioxide from a bisulphide plant. There has been
almost constant contact maintained with the firm concerned and a number
of experiments have been carried out in an attempt to reduce the pollution.
Having regard to the complexity of the problem it is pleasing to be able to
record that by the end of the year the nuisance had been overcome. In
contemplating this satisfactory outcome, the assistance rendered by Dr.
L. E. Hockin, District Inspector, Alkali, etc., Works, should not be
forgotten.

The statistical data, of which the report is mainly comprised, indicates
the diversity of the duties carried out by the Sanitary Inspectors, but does
not readily convey the true extent of their work during the year. The
reports kindly submitted by the Public Analyst, Mr. C. Harcourt Words-
worth, and the Engineer of the Luton Water Company, Mr. A Watkins,
should be given attention.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,

G. F. MACEFIELD.
Chief Sanitary Inspector.



SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

GENERAL

Luton, which has an area of 8,736 acres, is situated in a valley between
the Chiltern Hills at 200 to 400 feet above sea level in the town, rising to
400 to 600 feet above sea level on the surrounding hills. It is mainly built
upon the upper chalk, with loam and clay deposits.

Meteorology.—The Luton Meteorological Station, which is under the
control of the Borough Engineer, is situated in Wardown Park, New
Bedford Road. During the year the following observations were taken :—

Sunshine.—1,356 hours of sunshine were recorded, the sunniest day
being 25th May, 1953, when 13.7 hours were recorded.

Rainfall—The total rainfall recorded was 19.87 inches, the wettest day
being 19th August, 1953, when .82 of an inch of rain was recorded.

Temperatures.—The maximum temperature was 80°F., recorded on
12th August, 1953, and the minimum temperature was 15°F., recorded on
15th February, 1953. The mean temperature for the year was 49.57°F.

Wind—The prevailing wind was South-West.

WATER SUPPLY

1952 1953
million million
Lallons gallons
(1) Estimated total consumption for the Borough
—whole year ... 1,877 1,855
(2) Estimated domestic consumption for the
Borough—whole year ... 1,034 1,025
(3) Estimated industrial consumption for the
Borough—whole year ... 843 830
(4) Average chlorination ... ... 0.25p.p.m. 0.25p.p.m.

With a population of 110,500, the total number of gallons used per head
per day was approximately 46, an average of 25 gallons per head per day for
domestic use, and 21 gallons per head per day for industrial purposes.

The following additional information has been supplied by the Luton
Water Company.
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Resources

“ During the gast two years two greensand boreholes at Runley Wood
have been repaired and brought back into service. The total daily con-
sumption in 1953 was approximately 5 million gallons. The safe yield of
Crescent Road (chalk) and Runley Wood (chalk and greensand) Pumping
Stations combined is estimated at 4.5 million gallons per day and present
demands have been met by overpumping.

“ In accordance with the policy of curtailment of capital expenditure
the Ministry of Housing and Local Government were only able to authorise
the construction of the first half of the Friars Wash Scheme. During 1953
this first portion of the scheme was practically completed, comprising under-
ground works at Friars Wash, the laying of a 24" main from Friars Wash
to Luton, and the installation of temporary pumping plant housed in
temporary shedding. It is anticipated that this portion of the scheme will
be available for service by March 1954, and should provide a supply of some
2 million gallons per day for the joint use of Luton and Dunstable.

“ Strong representations have been made to the Ministry as to the
need for authority to proceed with the second half of the scheme, and in
January, 1954, the Ministry indicated their willingness to award a starting
date as soon as the various contracts can be arranged. The completion
of the scheme will take about two years.

Distribution

“ Distribution mains have been extended as required during the year :
the principal extensions being :—Ramridge Estate, Westmorland Avenue,
Cannon Lane, Hayhurst Road, Lane Farm, Bradgers Hill and Runfold

Avenue.

Sampling of Water

“ All sources of supply are analysed by the local Public Health Labora-
tory Service at weekly intervals, the Public Analyst making a more detailed
analysis of each source at monthly intervals.

Plumbo-Solvency of Water

“ We are informed by the Water Pollution Research Laboratory that the
water supplied from our chalk wells at Crescent Road is slightly plumbo-
solvent. Tests were carried out on a length of unused lead pipe and it was
found that although the percentage of lead dissolved in the water was
relatively small, this quantity was not reduced over a period of 14 days by
any insoluble coating being formed on the inside ug the pipe. In these
circumstances although the quantity of lead dissolved in the water is small
we are advised by the Water Pollution Research Laboratory not to use lead
pipe for drinking water services. Plumbo-solvency is not usually associated
with waters as hard as that supplied by this Company, but we understand
that the percentage of carbon dioxide in the water is rather higher than
normal which accounts for this exceptional case.
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“In the past no lead service pipes have been fitted in the Borough, at
any rate during the present century, and instructions to plumbers carrying
out work in tﬁe arca of supply have always insisted on the use of steam
quality galvanised tube for all water services. However, short lengths of
lead pipe connecting the galvanised pipe to wash-basins or to water closet
cisterns have been permitted, and it is considered that the use of such short
lengths is not a source of danger. This practice is still continued although
the Company prefers the use of copper throughout the whole of the plumb-
ing installations and the total avoidance of lead wherever possible.”

The following is a copy of the Public Analyst’s latest report on the
mains supply submitted by the Luton Water Company on 15th December,

1953 i—
No. 1/109 Crescent Road No. 5 Well, Unchlorinated.
No. 2/109 Crescent Road No. 5 Well, Chlorinated.
No. 3/109 Runley Wood (Chalk), Chlorinated.
No. 4/109 Runley Wood (Chalk), Unchlorinated.
No. 5/109 Runley Wood, Greensand, Filtrate, Unchlorinated.

Chemical Analysis
Parts per 100,000
No. No. No. No. No.
1/109  2/109 3/109 4/109 5/109

Free Ammonia .. 0.0148 0.0136 0.0002 0.0002 0.0002
Albuminoid Ammonia o 0.0002  0.0002 0.0002 0.0002 0.0002
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hours

at BFF. .. i 0.039 0060 0059 0.049 0.058
Nitrites — . Nil Nil INil Nil
Nitrogen as Nitrates .. 0893 0919 0370 0412 0.046
Chlorine Pl 2.7 1.8 1.8 1.9
Hardness, Total s 00 36.0 34.0 39.0 23.0
Hardness, Permanent wa 1S 11.0 9.5 11.0 5.0
Total Solids ... ... 49.0 47.0 45.0 45.5 3.5
Sulphate as SO, siby 3 4.3 7.2 8.1 4.8
Free Chlorine (ppm) e DNl 0.2 0.3 Nil Nil
pH value N 7.1 6.9 6.9 6.9

All samples were clear. Samples Nos. 1/109, 4/109 and 5/109 were
free from smell ; samples Nos. 2,/109 and 3,/109 had a smell of chlorine.

The micrnscr:}pic examination revealed the presence of some mineral
fragments and vegetable debris.
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Bacteriological Examination
Number of organisms per
ml. growing at 20°C. in
3 days S

Liquefying organisms Nil
Number of organisms per
ml. growing at 37°C. in
48 hours ... 1
Bacillus Coli ... ... absent
from
100 ml,

Opinion

Nil MNil Nil Nil
Nil Nil Nil Nil
Nil 1 Nil Nil
absent ahbsent absent absent
from from from from
100 ml. 100 ml. 100 ml. 100 ml.

Samples Nos. 1/109 and 2/109—Both these samples are satisfactory
and the supply may be used for all dietetic purposes. A high figure for
free Ammonia is again apparent in each sample and this might indicate

some change in the supply.

Samples Nos. 3/109, 4/109 and 5/109—These samples indicate that

the supplies are suitable for use.

Attention should be drawn to the

differences in the figures for the total hardness and sulphate in samples
3/109 and 4/109, as it is assumed that the two samples are the same except
for the presence of free chlorine in one.

No. of dwellings supplied from piped water mains direct to

the houses

No. of dwellings supplied from piped water mains to

standpipes

No. of dwellings supplied from wells

No. of samples of water submitted by Local Authority for
examination by the Public Health Laboratory Service
for free chlorine and Bacillus Coli 3

Number of samples of water obtained from :—

Crescent Road Pumping Station

Runley. Wood Pumping Station

Classified results of the above samples :—

Class 1—Highly Satisfactory
Class 2—Satisfactory

Class 3—Suspicious ...

Class 4—Unsatisfactory

32,672

120

2

169
84
85

— 169

163
3
0
3

— 169
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The three unsatisfactory samples were taken on separate occasions
during the year. In each instance subsequent samples proved to be satis-
factory. Too much importance should not be attached to occasional
failures of this nature. It is essential, however, that when such incidents
occur the water should be kept under strict observation. This was done by
a system of bi-weekly sampling throughout the year.

Water samples were taken from three grivate wells supplying dwelling-
houses. These were submitted to the Public Analyst; two proved satis-
factory, but the third was the subject of an adverse bacteriological report.
Immediate action was taken by the Department and a temporary supply
from the town’s mains arranged by means of the installation of a storage
cistern. This was maintained until a piped supply was taken into the house.

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The drainage of the Borough is on the separate system, except in the
Stopsley area and the old part of the Borough where it is combined.

The soil water sewage is dealt with at the New Mill End Sewage
Purification Works by sedimentation and bio-aeration. The sludge is
treated with lime, dried and sold for manurial purposes. The effluent is
discharged into the River Lea at New Mill End.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION
The following table shows the number of pail closets, chemical closets
and cesspools in the Borough at the end of December, 1953 :
Pail and chemical closets S
Cesspools ... e 144

Five cesspools, receiving the drainage of 7 houses, were abolished,
and two constructed during the year.

All pail closets are emptied either once or twice weekly between the
hours of 6 a.m. and 7 a.m.

Cesspools are emptied by means of mechanical plant as and when
required. Five hundred and fifty-five emptyings were arranged during the
twelve months ended 31st December, 1953.

Following the trend in recent years, a further increase in the number
of chemical closets has been recorded. This is due entirely to the siting
of more caravans within the Borough.

PUBLIC CLEANSING—REFUSE DISPOSAL
The following information is supplied by the Director of Public
Cleansing.

“ Labour shortages continue and difficulty was experienced during
the year in maintaining a regular refuse collection service.

“ The method of refuse disposal is controlled tipping and during the
year 1953 the weight of refuse dealt with was 41,920 tons.”
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SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA
NUMBER AND NATURE OF INSPECTIONS MADE

Complaints reported to Public Health Department ... 1,395%

Primary Inspections :

Where nuisances were found ... 1,781*
Where complaint was received and no nuisance found 99
Under Housing Acts ... 144
Where Infectious Disease has occurred... 621
Bakehouses 85
Canteens ... 255
Caravans, Tents, etc. ... 36
Common Lodging Houses 8
Dairies and Milkshops ... 274
Factories ... 435
Fish Curing Premises ... 2
Fish Frying Premises ... 42
Food Preparing Premises 310
Food Preparing Premises (Ice Cream) ... 355
Food Storage Premises ... 248
Houses Let in Lodgings ... 2
Markets and Shops 103
Offensive Trades ... 5
Qutworkers’ Premises ... 110
Overcrowding ... 16
Public Houses ... 62
Restaurant Kitchens 726
Slaughterhouses (for meat inspection) ... 1,501
Schools ... b 136
Shops Act, 1950, Section 33 318
Stables and Piggeries ... - 2
Theatres and Amusement Halls 5
Urinals—Public and Private ... 66

* These figures do not include 560 complaints and 1,157 primary visits in connection
with Rats and Mice, which are dealt with elsewhere in the Report.

D
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OTHER VISITS OR INSPECTIONS

Drainage Number of drains tested or exposed ... 119
Food Inspection (excluding Slaughterhouses) 420
Interviews 1,178
Insect pests Investigations (excluding bugs) 73
Bug Infestations 49
Atmospheric Pollution 698
Visits to Boiler Houses, etc. ... 22
Smoke Observations ... 12
Merchandise Marks Acts 154
Pet Animals Act 11
Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act 7
Visits to obtain Water Samples for Analysis 346
Visits under the Food and Drugs Act, for samples, etc. ... e 1298
Visits to property under notice or work in progress . 4413
Miscellaneous visits ... 617
Visits—No access 902

18,026

ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES

Drainage reconstructed 55
»  repaired, trapped, etc. 86
,» unstopped ... 366
Chambers constructed ... 16
Repairs to chambers or new covers ... 34
Cesspools emptied because of overflow ... 20

Cesspools replaced by water carriage system

Soil or vent pipes—new fixed 2
- = repaired ... 13
Water closets—repaired or supplied with water ... 111
5 5 new pans or pedestals fixed 62

= - additional constructed s Lk b - 3
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Waste Pipes—repaired or trapped
A " or R.W.P.’s disconnected from drains
- i R.W.P.’s and eaves gutters repaired
Sinks provided or replaced
Accumulations of refuse removed
Animals, fowls, etc.
Brickwork or pointing repaired
Coppers repaired or renewed ...
Dampness remedied
Damp proof courses inserted
Dustbins supplied
Fireplaces, stoves and flues repaired ...
Flooring and other woodwork repaired or renewed
Floors—concrete or quarried repaired or renewed
Gas fittings or services repaired
Gullies in street unstopped
Overcrowding abated
Plaster repaired
Rats and mice infestations abated
Rent Books made to comply with the requirements of Housing Act
Roofs made watertight
Smoke nuisances
Walls and ceilings cleansed
Water supplies reinstated or made sufficient
Water, Houses connected to Town’s supply
Windows—Cords, fasteners and glass repaired or renewed
Premises treated against insect pests ...
Verminous rooms fumigated ...
Ventilation improved ...
Ventilation—sub-floor provided
Yards and passages paved
Miscellaneous

Toral

34

159

27

103

115

118

16

149
14

16

167
929

180

18

151
38
271

48

3,445
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STATUTORY NOTICES

NUMBER OF LEGAL NOTICES ISSUED FOR ABATEMENT OF

NUISANCES
Served
Number of Outstanding Notices, 31st Dec., 1952 )
Public Health Act, 1936. Section 24 AR |
Public Health Act, 1936. Section 39 R |
Public Health Act, 1936. Section 45 h s ]
Public Health Act, 1936. Section 75 F ool | (7]
Public Health Act, 1936. Section 93 w34
99

No. of Outstanding Notices at 31st December, 1953 12

Complied
with

7
10
21
8
12
29

87

Legal proceedings were instituted in one case in respect of non-
compliance with notices issued under Sections 39 and 93 of the Public
Health Act, 1936. The work was ultimately carried out in default by the

Corporation.

DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTATION

Premises inspected where notifiable diseases have occurred
Cases removed to Isolation Hospital o
Rooms disinfected after infectious, contagious or other disease, etc.

Premises where repairs or redecorations have been carried out
after infectious diseases ...

Rooms where walls and ceilings were ruhl:-ed down after mfec:tmus
diseases

Visits paid to ascertain if notices to repair or redecorate have been
complied with

Rooms disinfected by occupiers

Premises visited tracing infectious diseases

Articles disinfected by steam at request of owners
Articles disinfected by fumigants at request of owners
Articles destroyed by burning at request of owners
Total visits paid to infected premises

Wasps nests destroyed

479
50
448

104

134
165

1,058
241
649

4

Six hundred and forty-four library books were withdrawn from

circulation and were disinfected before they were returned.

During the year 5 gallons of disinfecting fluid were supplied to the
public, free of charge, for use in premises where cases of infectious disease,

etc., had occurred.
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Following a complaint of infestation by uncommon insects, a set of
specimens was sent to the British Museum. They were identified as
members of a species of tick normally found on a variety of animals.
The house was sprayed with a liquid DDT solution and the occupier
advised to dress his dog’s coat thoroughly with some suitable dusting
powder as this animal was suspected of being the host.

Forty-three complaints of infestations by bed bugs were received
during the year, and in all instances disinfestation was carried out. The
use of liquid vermicide containing DDT was relied upon for treating the
infestations, and proved satisfactory. In only two instances did reinfestation
occur,

The following table shows the number of premises and rooms dealt
with during 1953 :

Number of Premises Number of Rooms

| Pound to Disin- Found to : Disin-

be infested | fested be infested : fested
Number of Council Houses ... ... | 10 10 30 | 30
Number of other Houses ... 39 39 136 136

Mumber of cases where disinfestation
has been carried out prior to re-
moval from Clearance Areas, etc.,
into new Council Houses ... — — “— —

MNumber of cases where disinfestation |
has been carried out by Corporation |

Disinfecting Officer 49 49 I 166 | 166
Number of cases where disinfestation | | -

has been carried out by Occupants | f

or Cogtectots.” ..o .ol — — | = -
MNumber of complaints of infestation | |

received (43) A e R 43 | 134 | 134
Number of cases found by Sanitary | '

Inspectors ... 6 6 32 | 32

RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION

During the year the sewers received two maintenance treatments for
rat infestation. The first was carried out in March, when 280 manholes
were dealt with and 70 takes observed. Two hundred and eighty-four
manholes were baited during the second treatment, with 80 takes.

Following the success of a new method of rodent treatment in 1952,
more than half the infestations occurring in 1953 were treated by this
method. It is based on the use of a new rodenticide incorporating an anti-
blood coagulant (dicoumarin, warfarin and derivatives). This substance
does not induce bait shyness and no pre-baiting is needed. Amongst
other advantages is the fact that the substance is painless in operation.

Assiduous attention has been paid to the few sites in the Borough
which are frequently infested by rats. At no time did the infestations get
out of hand and, indeed, during the year the numbers were considerably
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reduced. For instance, the Corporation’s Refuse Tip has been maintained
in a condition virtually free from rats.

An analysis of the work is detailed below :

| |
Com- No. of | Treatment | Treatment .
plaints | premises com- in . E:d“:
received | involved pleted progress | s
|
Private Ras .. (326 (682 [e66 _ |33 679
Doellings | Mice ... 69 | 81 | 78 | 4 | 465
| |
Business Rats ... | 72 | 82 | 78 E | 141
Premises Mige ... 93 | 110 | 107 | 5 1,064
Totals Rats ... | 398 | 764 | 744 | 38 820
Mice ... 162 191 lii 9 1,529

In dealing with the above-mentioned infestations, the rodent operatives
paid a total of 4,202 visits.

PUBLIC SWIMMING BATHS
There are two Public Swimming Baths in the Borough, both owned by
the Corporation,

The Public Baths are situated in Waller Street, Luton, and consist of
a covered Swimming Pool, 46 Slipper Baths and one Vapour Bath, The
Open Air Pool situated off New Bedford Road, Luton, caters for swimming
and bathing only.

During the season of 1953, the following numbers attended :—
Waller Street Open Air

Baths Swimming
Pool
Swimmers and Spectators ... 51,248 55,642
Clubs ... 10,005 —
Slipper and Vapour Baths ... e Sb373 —
Schools... 15,911 9,960
Total ... b e 133537 65,602

Chloroscope examinations of the water are carried out by the attendants
twice a day, and in addition, samples of the water are sent to the Public
Analyst for examination each month. During the past year, reports have
been very satisfactory.

THEATRES

Inspection of sanitary accommodation in the cinemas and theatres has
been made during the year. Where minor sanitary defects were found, they
were attended to.,
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

The fout recording stations maintained by the Department continued to
operate throughout the year. Three of these consisted of a standard deposit
gauge and lead peroxide candle, and one of lead peroxide candle only.

The contents of the various instruments are forwarded monthly to the
Public Analyst for examination. Results are sent to the Director, Fuel
Research Station, East Greenwich, for inclusion in the National Bulletin
which is published monthly.

A volumetric apparatus for recording sulphur dioxide and suspended
matter is operated at the Town Hall. From this, daily readings are taken.
These results are forwarded to East Greenwich for inclusion in the National
Bulletin.

The report of the Public Analyst contains his observations on the results
obtained from the various instruments.

The experimental apparatus for determining the total sulphur oxides
in the atmosphere was operated throughout the year in the Beech Hill
area. Additional equipment was loaned by the Fuel Research Station in
March, 1953, which enabled the concentration of total acid and ammonia
in the atmosphere of the area to be determined in addition to the amount
of free acid previously measured.

It is pleasing to record that the indication given in the Annual Report
for 1952 that a method of obtaining smokeless fuel combustion at one of the
factories in the Beech Hill area had been found, was fully justified by events.
The firm concerned has adapted all the furnaces in operation to this method,
and has also given an undertaking that any additional furnaces brought
into operation in the future will be similarly equipped.

A second major contribution to the improvement of the atmosphere
in this area was obtained during the year. The bisulphite process which
has been the cause of serious complaint during the past four years has
been modified so as to eliminate the emission of sulphur trioxide.

During the year, 12 smoke observations were made on other industrial
premises in the Borough and 3 warnings issued about the excessive emission
of smoke.

SHOPS ACT, 1950

Section 38 of this Act is administered by the Public Health Department.
Three hundred and forty-two visits were paid to shop premises during
1953 investigating the sanitary accommodation pmvidccf Four notices
were served respecting contraventions found. At the end of the year
three of these premises had been rendered satisfactory.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951
This Act regulates the conditions in which pet animals are kept pending
sale, It provides for the licensing of premises from which pet animals are
sold and empowers a local authority to make conditions regarding the
housing and care of the pets.
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At the beginning of the year there were 6 premises licensed. One of
these closed, leaving a total of 5 at the end of the year. During the period
under review 20 visits were paid to ensure that the requirements of the Act
were complied with.

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS

Three premises are registered for the manufacture of new articles
containing filling materials and five samples of assorted materials were
taken for examination. Four were reported upon as satisfactory and one
unsatisfactory. The latter was a sample of cotton felt which failed to satisfy
the requirements of the test in that the trash content of 7.6%, exceeded the
permitted maximum of 7.5%,. A warning letter was sent to the manufacturer
concerned.

OFFENSIVE TRADES

The two offensive trades were generally conducted satisfactorily during
the year. Complaints arose regarding smells from one premises and in-
vestigations confirmed their existence. They were caused by irregular
removal of putrescible waste during hot weather, but the provision of
metal containers and the systematic disposal of the waste effected a remedy.
Five visits were paid during the year.

THE FACTORIES ACT, 1937
INSPECTION OF FACTORIES

FACTORIES, FACTORIES (NO MECHANICAL POWER) AND

WORKPLACES

Premises inspected ... 706
Premises inspected and found satisfactory ... 620
Premises inspected and found unsatisfactory 86
Factories where defects were found and referred by H.M. Inspector 21
Reports on action taken sent to H.M. Inspector ... 21
Number of defects remedied as a result of .M. Inspector’s

notifications 49

LIST OF DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, FACTORIES (NO
MECHANICAL POWER) AND WORKPLACES

Dilapidations, General...

Cleanliness, Want of

Washing facilities absent or inadequate

Water Supply insufficient

Lighting insufficient :

No intervening ventilated lobby

o b2 B o= Ln kD
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Water Closet, unsuitable or defective 13
- not ventilated ... T

> not lighted 21

"y dirty condition... 45

= needing repair ... 22

) without indication ... S 19

not separate for sexes ... 1

- not screened ... 8

5 insufficient 2
Rat or mouse infestation 108
Abstract not posted ... 10
Miscellaneous ... 12
286

One of the two basement bakehouses in use at the beginning of the
year was closed in May in compliance with a notice served by the Council.
In consideration of particular personal hardship involved, occupation
of the remaining underground bakehouse was allowed to continue.

REGISTERED FACTORIES AND FACTORIES (NO MECHANICAL
POWER)

FACTORIES ACT, 1937

The following is a classified list of the Factories and Factories (No

Mechanical Power) on the Register at 31st December, 1953.
FACTORIES

Aircraft Manufacturers sk o
Bakehouses
Ball Bearing Manufacmr:r
Beer Bottling, Coffee Roasting and Grmdlng
Biscuit Manufacturers ... :
Blacksmiths
Bleachers, Dyers and Fﬂlt Bcd}i' Mﬂkcrs
Boot Repairers ..
Brass and Alum,imum Fnundcrs
Builders .. ;
Cardbnard Box Makcrs 1
Cellulose Spraying
Chemical Makers
Chocolate, Cocoa and Sweet Manuf'acturer
Cigarette Manufacturer .
Coach and Motor Eud}r Bmlde:s
Corn Merchant ..
Dairies ...

L
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Dry Cleaning and Dyeing

Electric Appliances

Electrical Engineers

Electro-Platers ...

Engraver .

Feather Dyeing and Mountmg

Feather Sorting and Grading ...

Felt Products

Flour Mill

French Polisher {Cabmets}

Fur Dressers and Dyers

Furriers -
Garment Makers and Mﬂnders and Cﬂrset Maktrs
Gas and Coke Production

General Engineers

Glass Workers ..

Grass Mat Maker

Hat Blockers and BI-::-ckmakers

Hat Lining Manufacturers

Hat Manufacturers

Hat Materials Merchants

Ice Cream Manufacturers

Iron Founders ... i

Joiners, Woodworkers and Cﬂrpﬁntﬂrs

Knitted Hood Makers and Proofers ..

Laundries

Leather Goods ...

Light Engineering

Machine Makers T

Meters, Motor Car Parts Manufactumr

Millinery : : 5

Mineral Water Manufacturcrs and Erawcrs :
Motor Vehicle Engineers, Repairs and Cyt:lr:: Repmn
Optician :
Paint Manufacturﬂs Wa!] Papers etc.

Pattern Makers ..

Photographic Pnntcrs and Dcvc]npcrs

Plastics ... -

Potato Crisp Manui'acture:s

Powder Puffs, Braces, etc., Manufacturer

Printers and Letterpress Printers

Radio and Television Repairs...

Sausage Makers, Pie Makers, etc.

;mm-—.—:—-—u-—;mum.ﬁ.
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Saw Mills

Scale Maker .
Sewing Machine Engmee:s
Sheet Metal Workers .
Signwriters

Soap Powders M:anut'acrurers

Stone Masons ...
Tailors and Clothiers ...
Tinsmith

Trailer Caravans
Typewriter Repairs
Undertaker

Upholsterers

Welders ...
Miscellaneous

25

e —

—

B
-1 | n da

FACTORIES (NO MECHANICAL POWER)

Bakehouses

Builders® Yards and Bnckmaltﬁrs
Motor Vehicle and Cycle Repairer
Dress and Coat Makers’ Alterations ...

Electrical Engineers
Featherwork
French Polisher...
Furniture Repairs
General Engineer
Gut-Scraping

Hat and Millinery Manufacturers

Photographer
Tailors
Miscellaneous

A e e e i e
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HOUSING

L.—Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the year :
(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for hnusmg
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) ...
(#) Number of inspections made for the purpose
(2) (2) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-head (1}

above) which were mspcn:tf:d and recorded under the
Housing Acts

(6) Number of inspections madc for thf: purp::-sc Visits to
properties already recorded in (2) (a)

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so dn.ngernus
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation ..

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to
under the prt:-::.cdmg sub-head) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation .. %

I.—Remedy of defects during the year without service of
formal Notices :

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in conse-

quence of informal action by the Local Authority or their
Officers: ...

III.—Action under Statutory Powers during the year :

A.—Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act,
1936 :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit after
service of formal notices :
(#) By Owners ... i
(#) By Local ﬁudmnt}r in default nf owners

B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which formal
notices were served requiring defects to be remedied ..

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices :
(#) By Owners ... e 2
(¥) By Local Authority in dcfault of owners

2,249
35,757

315

1,211

1,166

=

66

45
18
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C.—Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,
1936 :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Demoli-
tion Orders were made ... = 0

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Closing
Orders were made (Local Government (Miscellaneous

Provisions) Act, 1953) ... 2
(3) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of

Demolition Orders 4
(4) Number of Undertakings not to re-let given by owners... 0
(5) Dwelling-houses acquired and demolished by Corporation 3

D.—Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936 :

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were made ... 2

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were determined, the
tenement or room having been rendered fit ... 0

Housing Act, 1936

(@) (i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at end of year 81

(i1) Number of families dwelling therein 139

(iii) Number of persons dwelling therein 612

(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during the year 9
(¢) (i) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year

(33 families in 16 houses) ... 16

(i) Number of persons concerned in such cases 144

(d) Cases in which dwelling-houses have again become over-
crowded after the Local Authority have taken steps for the

abatement of overcrowding > 0
(¢) (i) Number of Council houses found to be overcrowded at
end of year ... 5
(ii) Number of families dwelling therein 12
(iii) Number of persons dwelling therein 47
(f) Number of cases of overcrowding in Council houses relieved
during the year ... 1

Work by Agreement under Section 275 of the Public Health Act, 1936

In a number of instances owners request that the Corporation carry
out work in respect of which Statutory Notices have been served. In
such cases the PuEI:;Iic Health Committee normally agree for this work to be
carried out at the owner's expense subject to a satisfactory arrangement
for repayment being arrived at by the Borough Treasurer.

During 1953 repairs or improvements were effected on this basis at
9 houses.
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD
FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS, 1938-1950
MILK
Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949 and 1953

No. of persons registered as Distributors 189
No. of premises registered as Dairies ... 14

Milk (Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk)
Regulations, 1949, 1950 and 1953

No. of Dealer’s (Pasteuriser’s) Licences 4
No. of Dealer’s Licences to use the special designation
Pasteurised ... 48
No. of Supplementary Licences to use the special designation
Pasteurised ; 2
No. of Dealer’s Licences to use the special designation
Sterilised ... 166
No. of Supplementary Licences to use the special designation
Sterilised 2

Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949
and 1950

No. of Dealer’s Licences to use the special designation

Tuberculin Tested : 15
No. of Supplementary Licences to use the special designation
Tuberculin Tested ... 1

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF MILK

During the year 235 samples of milk were submitted for bacteriological
examination, the results of which are shown in the table on page 64,

The percentage of pasteurised milk samples satisfying the phosphatase
test was 92.63. This compares with a percentage for 1952 of 96.71 and is
indicative of a decrease in the standard of pasteurisation. This is largely
due to existing plants becoming obsolete and worn. Fortunately, the
dairies concerned are alive to this circumstance and during the year one
dairy transferred to a new and modern premises, newly equipped with the
latest type of pasteurising plant. One of the other large pasteurisers in the
town ordered new High Temperature Short Time plant during the year
and at the time of going to press this was in course of erection. The third
large firm was, at the end ﬂfF the year, also planning a re-organisation of the
dairy and the installation of new High Temperature Short Time plant.

Although 6 samples of ungraded milk were submitted to the Methylene
Blue test and only 2 passed, no official action could be taken as milk so
produced is not subject to this statutory test.
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EXAMINATION OF MILK

SECTION 8, FOOD AND DRUGS (MILK, DAIRIES AND
ARTIFICIAL CREAM) ACT, 1950

Two samples of milk were taken and tested by guinea-pig inoculation
and both samples were found to be free from tubercle bacilli and brucella
abortus.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF MILK BOTTLES

Ninety-nine washed milk bottles were taken for examination during

. the year.

Seventy-three were found to be * satisfactory ™ (not more than 600

. bacteria per pint bottle); 8 were “ fairly satisfactory ” (more than 600
. bacteria but less than 2,000 bacteria per pint bottle) ; and 18, with a count
. of mote than 2,000 bacteria, were unsatisfactory.

Of the 18 unsatisfactory results, all but 3 were taken from two small

| dairies. Investigations followed and advice on handling resulted in all

further samples being satisfactory. During these investigations 3 samples

. of detergent and washing water were taken for examination by the Public
¢ Health Laboratory Service.

| REGISTRATIONS OF PREMISES USED FOR THE MANUFACTURE,

STORAGE OR SALE OF FOOD

e | No. of | S | Total
; tiona 5 [ . o ondi- {
Pmﬂmnum. Appro- A_h?,],'ﬂ_i Trans- | No. of | Condi- | tiomal | o0 - ’Pioﬁia; o
Rewistee] 728 | JI:: s | fered | Certifi- | tional | Appro- | o I]i:z-l re. | Register
Ii ourstan cived | from | eates | Appro- | vals fi'::-m e ak
3 <, ding F;HIIW: Manus | Bdued vals [T TS rebased | diri Deec.
l'!;;.i Dec, ig;:;g facture can=  [ding 3]s, ];ﬁg 3,
, 3lst, | celled | Dec, 1953
1952 | 1953 |
Sale and storage [ . ; |
of Ice Cream ... | 255 8 54 | 46 3 12 | 7 295
Manufacture of lee | ; .
Cream 1] — = —- — — - —
Manufacoare  of | | |
Fpumh - ..:IFmi] el e 2 — 2 — | I - | 5 68
ik rying a [ |
e ] 31| — = = ol 23 | = [ 3
Butter and Mar- [ |
garine Dealers ... | 2 —_ | - — — — —- I = z

E
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FOOD HYGIENE

The number of establishments serving meals and snacks on the register
at 31st December, 1953, was 355. During the vear 10 new premises were
established and 16 closed.

The following list shows the various types of premises on the register :—

Restaurants ... 83
Snack Bars ... 38
School Canteens 27
School Kitchens only 20
Factory Canteens ... o 47
Canteens serving Snacks on!j.r 42
Commercial Hotels and Boarding Houses 11
Social Clubs ... 4
Mobile Canteens ... % 2
Public Houses and Public Hcruses serving Snacks 81

During the year the under-mentioned work was carried out :—

Number of visits and re-visits made .. 1,120
Number of interviews held s 125
Number of letters sent or arrangements made ... 106
Number of letters or arrangements complied with 125
Number of Lectures given ... 37
Number of Persons attending Lectures ... ine 15226

Work carried out :—

New canteen kitchens constructed ... 2
Premises completely redecorated ... 16
Premises partly redecorated ... 49
Water heaters installed... 5
Walls and ceilings cleansed ... 28
Sinks provided ... 24
Floor tiled 1
Foodstore ventilated 1
Dustbins provided 1
Water closets rebuilt 1
Kitchen rebuilt ... 1

Miscellaneous work ... 45

174
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Effective liaison is still maintained with the District Food Office
Licensing Department at Bedford. An arrangement exists whereby all
new premises are inspected and approved by the Sanitary Inspector before
a licence is issued. In addition, plans submitted to the Borough Engineer’s
Department for alterations to food premises are examined and amended
as mecessary prior to submission to the appropriate Committee.

During the year the majority of proprietors and managers of cafes,
restaurants, canteens, etc., co-operated willingly with the Health Depattment
to achieve a good standard of food hygiene, and some of the larger firms
are pleased to have the Inspector lecture and instruct their staffs. Food
handling and use of equipment in a few of the smaller establishments,
however, still leaves room for improvement. Difficulty has been en-
countered in encouraging the use of sterilisers in washing-up routines as,
despite its harshness on the hands, soda is still popular. A number of
sterilising sinks and washing machines have, however, been installed.

Talks illustrated by film strips have been given to staffs of various
canteens, food stores, and a number of voluntary organisations. In addition,
a number of American film strips with recorded commentaries have been
used. An innovation was a series of “ pep-talks” on general hygiene
given to over 200 members of the staff of a large food factory. Difficulty
in holding the attention of the audience during its lunch-break was antici-
pated, but these fears proved groundless and the talks were quite popular.
This experiment followed a special drive carried out by the manager of the
factory who had provided adequate hand-washing and drying facilities for
the workers and who felt the need to impress upon them the absolute
necessity for the greatest care to be taken in the preparation of their product.

ICE-CREAM

Ninety-five samples of ice-cream were examined by the Public Health
Laboratory Service.

Judging the samples of ice-cream on the time taken to decolorise
Methylene Blue and applying the Public Health Laboratory Service grading,
the results of the examinations are shown below :

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY SERVICE GRADING

Crrade 1 Grrade 2 | Grade 3 Crrade 4

48 ' 25 14 8
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It is unfortunate that the trend of improvement in grading results
which has occurred annually since the introduction of the Ice Cream (Heat
Treatment, etc.) Regulations, 1947/1952, has not been maintained this
year. This has been due entirely to the poor results obtained from one firm’s
samples. Despite regular visits and sampling, and a considerable amount
of time spent on tendering advice to the management and operatives, no

permanent improvement has been obtained. More attention will be devoted
to this firm during the coming season.

The examination of ice lollies presents a rather difficult technical
problem. A considerable amount of the modern product is largely com-
posed of ice cream. The tests for ice cream are not, however, applicable
to it. It is therefore customary to subject them to a test for Bacillus Coli,

though on occasion the acidity of the product is too high for this to be
carried out.

No. of Samples P'“E"}Pﬂ"c | Faecal Coli | Coli | High Acidity.
taken ' 1‘-[‘&5».‘?:1:: - present in negative No Test
29 | 13 | 2 f 6 | 9
|

The two unsatisfactory samples were the subject of investigation.
Both were manufactured by the firm mentioned above : on each occasion
subsequent samples were found to be satisfactory.

CREAM AND SYNTHETIC CREAM

The submission of samples of cream for bacteriological examination

was extended during the year. Twenty-seven samples were taken, 18 of
which were synthetic cream.

There is no statutory test for the latter commodity, but 8 of the samples
examined were considered by the Director of the Public Health Laboratory
to be not in all respects satisfactory. The investigation indicated that this
type of commodity might with advantage be refrigerated pending retail
sale. In some cases it was found that the synthetic cream was displayed

for sale at atmospheric temperature. In no case, however, were pathogens
discovered.

Samples of fresh cream examined were more satisfactory ; only 3
revealed a high plate count.
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MEAT INSPECTION IN SLAUGHTERHOUSES

The two licensed slaughterhouses requisitioned by the Ministry of
Food continued to operate throughout the year and all animals slaughtered
for human consumption in the Borough were dealt with there,

Cattle i . Sheep |
Exfrtzd‘ Cows | Calves | and Pigs | Total
o l | Lambs -
e bl
Mumber killed e || 8225 533 | 2,656 | 10,285 | 3422 ‘ 22,121
Number Inspected ... ... | 5225 | 533 | 2,656 | 10285 | 3422 | 22,121
y |
Percentage of number killed | j !
which were inspected ... | 1009 | 100% | 100% | 10074 1009 | 100%
All diseases except
Tuberculosis : .
Whole carcases condemned 3 | | 17T | 30 16 72
= !
Carcases of which some part ' I
or organ was condemned 1,814 215 18 1,196 | 672 3,915
I | e
Percentage of the number |
inspected affected with '
disease other than tuber- '
culosis ... h oo | 34.81% | 41099 | 1.32% | 11.92%; | 20.11%, | 18.029%
Tuberculosis only : ;
Whole carcases condemned 20 4 | 2 — | 15 41
Carcases of which some part W
or organ was condemned 472 137 2 —_ 155 766
| AT | | T oS | P
Percentage of the number | i |
inspected affected with . :
tuberculosis o | 9.42% | 26.45%, | 0.15% — 4.97% | 3.65%
| | '

In the course of meat inspection one pathological specimen was sub-
mitted for examination to the Public Health Laboratory Service.

The total number of animals slaughtered and examined during the
year showed an increase of 776 over 1952. The number of cattle slaughtered
did, however, fall slightly and the increase recorded is almost entirely due
to the greater number of pigs slaughtered, 3,422 as against 2,418 in 1952,
Thirty-three complete beef carcases and offals were condemned from all
causes as against 49 the previous year.
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The percentages of the number of animals inspected aflected with
tuberculosis maintained the improvement shown in the 1952 figures over
1951.  The following table shows comparative figures for the three years,

PERCENTAGE OF NUMBER INSPECTED AFFECTED WITH

TUBERCULOSIS
Cattle
excluding Cows Calves Pigs
. Cows _ |
1951 ‘ 12.43 - T - R
1952 - 10.42 26.89 | 0.17 4.96
1953 | 9.42 26.45 i 0.15 ‘ 4.97

TUBERCULOSIS IN CALVES

During the year the Veterinary Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries was notified of one calf examined in a slaughterhouse and
found to be affected with Congenital Tuberculosis.

The calf was passed through the collecting centre by a dealer and it
was not possible to trace back to the farm of origin,

CYSTICERCUS BOVIS

The system of inspection to locate Cysticercus Bovis infestation in
cattle was continued in all bovine carcases during the year., Eighteen cases
wete diagnosed and the carcases were dealt with in accordance with a pproved
policy.

In addition, where possible, the inspectors in the districts of origin were
notified in an attempt to assist in the location of infected pastures.

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1933

Number of Slaughtermen on Register at 3]st December, 1952 ... 26
Applications for Licences considered during 1953 ... ... I
Number of Slaughtermen on Register at 3]st December, 1953 ... 27

MERCHANDISE MARKS ORDERS

One hundred and ninety-nine visits were paid by the Sanitary Inspectors
to the food shops and market to ensure compliance with the labellin
provisions of the vatious Orders. Twenty-six contraventions were rcmrdcg
and all were quickly remedied when the offences were pointed out to the
vendors. It is not easy in the normal order of conducting a retail business
to have every article displayed for sale cotrectly labelled. Largely it is a

matter of habit, and constant supervision is necessary to ensure that this is
acquired.

Explanatory pamkphlms setting out the shopkeepers’ obligations under
the Merchandise Marks Orders are available upon request,
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INSPECTION OF MEAT AND OTHER FOODS

The amount of unsound food condemned and destroyed during the
vear comprised :

No. of

Condemnation
Notes

1,465

—

1,465

<

Article

"Beef

Pork

Mutton ...
Meat other than from Slaughterhouses
Meat—Canned ...
Meat—Cooked ...

Sausages ...
Rabbit—Fresh and Canned
Chicken—Fresh and Canned ..
Pastes—Meat and Fish...

Fish—Fresh and Canned

Fruit—Dried
Preserves—Canned

Milk—Canned, Evaporated and Dried
Cream—Fresh and Synthetic ...
Cheese—Processed = Pl LA
Egg—Frozen and Liquid
Cake and Pudding Mixture and Flour

Biscuits and Cereals
Sweets and Confectionery

Jellies -+

Custard Powder. ..

Pickles

Nuts

_Miscellaneous

70 tons 8 cwts. 2 qrs. 15 1b.

Fruit—Canned and Fresh, and Fruit Juices ...

Vegetables—Fresh andEanncél‘,l and S:;:ups

Weight in b,

96,646
10,448
4,382
5,935
4,586
8
1,162
47

62
808
1,304
18,624
327
524
9,176
1,171
40

13
364
298
47
1,500
52

20
175
40

8

157,767

The above statement includes the weight of the entire carcases and
organs of 25 cattle excluding cows, 8 cows, 19 calves, 30

and 31 pigs.

sheep and lambs

The total amount of food condemned shows a decrease of some 50
tons from the 1952 total. This is accounted for by the fact that a firm in
the Borough dealing in salvaged goods went out of business towards the

close of 1952.

Meat and offals condemned at the Ministry of Food controlled slaughter-
houses in the town and at butchers’ shops in the Borough are collected by
an approved contractor who subjects this material to a steam digestion
gruccss. The remainder of the condemned food is disposed of by supervised
urial on the Corporation’s Airport Tip.

In connection with the tracing of food poisoning incidents, 7 samples
of food were delivered to the Laboratory for bacteriological examination.



72

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ANALYST

During the year 1953, 326 samples were submitted to me for examination
under the provisions of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938. Of these samples,
27 were found to be “ not genuine ™ and these included 26 samples of milk
and one of shredded suet.

The sample of shredded suet was deficient in fat to the extent of at
least twelve per cent., but a further sample was found to conform with the
appropriate Food Order.

The majority of the 26 adulterated samples of milk were deficient in
butter-fat and contained less than the three per cent. minimum stipulated
by the Sale of Milk Regulations, 1939. It can be.seen from the accom-
panying tables that the year’s average fat figure for all milk samples examined
was 3.52 per cent. and it would therefore appear that with 24 samples
containing less than three per cent. of fat, the insistence on quantity has
resulted in some cows giving a poor quality low-fat milk. The difference
in quality is not, however, reflected in a difference in price.

A slightly different procedure for sampling milk has been adopted by
the Officers of the Public Health Department and should help to maintain
the regular and efficient inspection of milk sold to the public in Luton.
Most milk comes into the town in churns from outlying farms and informal
samples can be taken by the Inspectors at some point en route. The samples
can then be analysed quickly and the preliminary results sent first by
telephone to the Inspector who can visit immediately the particular farm
from which any suspected sample was sent. Further samples can then be
taken and may be followed within twenty-four hours by samples from
individual cows which have been milked in the presence of the Inspector.
In the event of any proceedings being taken a complete chain of evidence
is then available. As all milk that is shown to come from the cow is legally
genuine milk, the final sample, or * appeal to cow,” will give some standard
with which previous samples may be compared.

The measurements of rainfall and associated deposits from the air
have been continued throughout the year and the tables set out
on the following pages give a summary of the information obtained.

Far more public attention is now directed to the problem of atmos-
pheric pollution throughout the country and much interest has been shown
in the effects of the heavy fog of December, 1952. The figures for Luton
during 1953 show some improvement in general conditions, particularly
in the Beech Hill area. The averages for the winter and summer periods
show only too well the marked effect of the household fire on the amount
of smoke in the air.

The figures showing the deposited matter are obtained by analysing
the rain water collected during a month in a standard sized funnel. From
the area of the mouth of the funnel and the weight of the impurities in the
rain water can be calculated the weight of soot, tar and ashes falling on a
square mile of the district.
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The sulphur compounds measured are those which cause corrosion of
materials and affect the lungs in a fog. A measured piece of a special
absorbent material is exposed to the air for a month and the sulphur com-
pounds absorbed are then determined by analysis.

The measurement of sulphur dioxide and suspended matter in the air
is carried out by the Council’s own staff who take daily readings on special
instruments.

Corrosion and damage are continuous in any sizeable town as there

is always smoke in the air. A fog or mist will concentrate and hold the
fumes down near the ground and it is then that the full effect will be felt.

SAMPLING OF FOOD AND DRUGS

During the year 326 samples were taken, 126 being formal and 200
informal samples.

Formal  Informal Nature of Sample
— 1 Butter
— 10 Meat and meat products
— 18 Confectionery, sweets, etc.
—_ 11 Fish—canned, and fish and meat paste
—_ 21 Fruit—fresh and preserved
— 48 Groceries—miscellaneous
— 11 Jam, honey, marmalade, etc.
= 11 Lard, cooking fat and suet
— 2 Margarine
— 8 Milk and milk foods (canned) and cream
120 21 Milk
— 13 Patent medicines and chemical substances
— 4 Sausages and sausage meat
— 9 Temperance drinks and non-alcoholic wines
6 4 Wines, spirits and beers
— 8 Ice-cream
126 200

326
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Of the samples analysed 27 were reported to be not genuine, details of
which, and the action taken in regard thereto, are as follows :

Sample In- : Adulieration or g
Nulf . Formal | ¢ rmal ‘ Aricle other Irregularity Action taken
L 1 Milk Fat deficient
G614 Milk Fat deficiene
Q700 Milk Fat ﬂcgumt 3 |
3 I | Milke Fat deficient %,
6 I | Milk Fat deficient § | Average fat _content of total
I8 1 Milk Far dcficient (4 _ consignment did not fall below

20 Milk Fax deficient | B Gt

21 Milk Fat dehicient 7 Appropriate action taken where

23 Milk Fat deficient | | necessary.

33 Milk Far deficient 2 .

35 ] Milk Fat deficient 65

39 1 Milk Far deficient &

7111 Milk Fat deficient 5.3%,

1% | Shredded Deficient in Beef Fat at | Informal sample only, Formal
| Beef Suet beast 129 | mample submined for analysis and
| found to be satisfactory.

{ |
|

201 | | Milk Fat deficient 239 ~] Awverage fat content of total consi

202 | Milk Fat deficient |{) || menr of eipht chums was 2.86%,

203 | | Milk Fat deficient ¢ | approximately 5%, deficient in far

04 | | Milk Fat deficient 23 | on the total consignment. Investiga-

206 i | | Milk Fat deficient [0 J tion made at farm and warning leter

| : seor.  Farmer advised to consul
i | Milk Production Oficer.
| 1

09 | Milk Fat deficient 99 Consignment consiated of one churn
| only of moming's milk. Investiga-
| tion at farm and advice given to
! farmer.

210 | | Milk Fat deficient & | Mmga: fat content of total consign-

2l | | Milk Fat deficient 5 ment did not fall below swatuo

214 | | Milk Fat deficient & minimum. The three chums defi-
| cient in fat wers all of moming’s

milking. Farmer intervicwed and
advice given. Letter seni to fanmer.
5 ; X Average far content of total consign-
216 I AN Fat deficient 19% ment of two churna was 2.76%,. =
vestigation at farm indicated that the
milk was as received from the cows.
Warning letter sent and farmer ad-
[ vised to congult County Agricultural
[ Orficer with a view to improving the
, quality of milk produced.

264 1 Milke Extraneous warer .74 Tatal consignment consisted of five

65 i Milk Extrancous water 7.] } | '(-':T'mmﬁ urﬁ:ll:?qu:{::lt:d :fg&::lm:

267 ! Mk Fat deficieat 10.6% i Proceedings imuj':l.ul.td under Section

[jaftthuudandDmg;M,]m

in reapect of the two churns con-
| taining extrancous water. Defendant
| was L5 on each of two counts
k and ordered to pay L6 6s. Dd. costs.
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SUMMARY OF CHEMICAL ANALYSES OF MILK SAMPLES

AVERAGES
o No. of Samples | —— .
S Examined | Fat Solids not Fat
' Yo Yo
January i 14 3.82 9.03
February 12 i 8.80
March ... 12 346 8.66
Quarter ended 31.3.53 38 3.67 8.83
Apsil ... p T 3.28 8.68
May 15 , 2.95 8.67
June 16 | 316 : 8.79
Quarter ended 30.6 53 Iy [~ 5 | 8.72
July 9 3.48 8.77
Auguse 6 3.51 - 8.61
September 14 in2 | 8.55
Quarter ended 30.9.53 29 3.64 8.59
October 17 4.02 8.75
November 9 3.70 8.76
December 6 388 | 8.78
|

Quarter ended 31.12.53 32 387 | 8.76
Year ended 31.12.53 141 3.52 8.74
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Deposited Matter (tons per sq. mile per month)

Jan.—Dec., 1953
| .y ; Luton
Town Hall Beech Hill High School
January 15.95 15.08 10.43
February 14.20 12.84 7.58
March ... 17.45 13.57 10.20
April | 15.59 | 14.63 10.47
May 11.32 11.16 5.66
June 11.77 10.92 6.98
July 12.08 16.66 13.56
August 10.32 16.76 | 11.22
September 11.22 13.57 9.12
Ocrober 24.49 21.91 17.02
November 10.91 14.03 7.48
December 22.57 16.29 10,97
Sulphur Compounds by Lead Peroxide Method
(milligrams SO, /day,/1,000 cm?.)
Jan.-Dec., 1953
Town Beech Luton High | Connaught
Hall Hill School Road
January 27.2 17.9 19.5 26.0
February 26.0 13.9 15.7 326
March 24.7 1zz | 23.2
April ... o 15.8 12.5 11.5 29.6
S o S T 1t T - 239
June ... el 10.5 6.8 5.1 24.3
July ... | 6.1 13.3 8.0 322
August s Fok 6.4 9.2 6.6 12.0
September ... 8.0 8.6 5.1 28.2
October 17.4 10.2 13.0 29.6
November 18.4 16.0 19.3 58.2
December 27.0 — . 18.3 37.3
|
Summer Averages 1953
Town Beech Luton High | Connaught
. Hall Hill School Rmdg
Deposited Matter {tﬂlﬂb;hq i
mile/month) .. 12.05 1395 | 950 | 2=
Milligrams SO, /day/1,000 |
cm?®. 9.7 9.9 | 7.1 [ 250
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APPENDIX

Medical Examination of Staff for entry into Superannuation or Sick Pay
Schemes.

Departments concerned :

Airport :

Baths 5
Borough Engineer’s... 10
Borough Treasuret’s 3 |
Civil Defence 1 ]
Education ... 27
el o 1
Housing IS

Justices Clerks 2 i
Markets 1
Museum 1

Parks w2
Public Cleansing ... 19
Public Health S . i
Public Library : "
School Teachers ... 40
Sewage 11
Town Clerk’s 17
Transport ... 70

[ el

e

Weights & Measures
275
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