[Report 1900] / Medical Officer of Health, Luton County Borough.

Contributors

Luton (England). County Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1900

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/gmgmgmdd

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode




Measles.— A mild epidemic oconrred during the Thind Quarter, but, the weather being warm,
only two deaths resulted.

Searlet Fever was endemic during the first thres quarters, and beeame n]:idamin in the fourth,
fifty-four cases being notified. The disease scems to have lost its ancient power, for, of the sixty-two cases
reported during the year, no death oeceurred ; this has been the experience of the Jast few years. Every case
was duly enguired into, and the wsual precautions adopted to prevent spread of the diseass. In ::f Inst
l,!ll:l'l‘lm‘ﬁ'!.’ Report | stated—* The disease, which at one time threatened epidemic proportions, seems suddenly
“ to have received a decided cheek. It is quite possilile that this is largely owing to so mu.n}regow'hlu centres of
“ infection being abolished by the early removal of fifteen cases to Spittlesen ; a ense removed there is at onee
“ deprived of any direct power of causing further mischief.”

Diphtheria and Croup.—0f the cightecn eases notified daring the year, five wore fatal, equal
to & mortality of 27°7 per cent. ; this would be by no means a large Iﬁ““ for such a fatal disease, if the
canes were all severe ones. It wonld be of the greatest interest if the Death Certificate could state whether
Antitoxin had been nsed or not ; many mild cases of course get well without it, it is in the mors SETIOUS ONes
that Antitoxin may make all the diference botween lile and death. A constant supply has been always at hand
for two or three years, and may be had at cost price by any medical practitioner on application to ma,

Erysipelas.—Forty cases have been notified, the disease ominating largely in the winter
monthg, twenty-nine then eceurring.  Three deaths were so referred.  The laity find it difficult to understand
why this should have been included in the list of notifiable diseases : the explanation is, [ suppose, that it isa
most dangerous complaint owing to its highly infective properties to Iying-in women, and those suffering from
wounds,  Before the daps of antiseptic treatment, erysipelas was a regular hospital seourge, 8o much so, that,
when it broke out, no operations, except those of extreme urgency, were performed. It is not possilile to strike
it off the list of notifiable diseases, however so disposed some might be.

Whooping Cough has been responsible for enly two deaths during the year.

Typhold Fever.—Twenty-two cases were notified during the year, distributed as follows :—
First Quarter ;
SBecond Quarter
Third Cuarter
Fourth (uarter
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One of thess proved fatal. Two cases of continued Fover were also notified,
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Fourteen of these cases were removed to Spittleses, of whom one died. Visits were paid to honses in
which cases had oecurred, and some slight sanitar Edfetl-u remedied immediately, Of two of the cases notified
aluring the Third Quarter, the disease was m;:uhiru in one to the consumption -nlyu- sters at a fashionable seaside
reaort, and in the other to winkles consumed in London, in both cases on Bank l:.]'irla‘}'_ In the last Qnarter
one case was unguestionably imported from London and sueceeded in conveying the disease to another person
who was nursing him.

It appears to be o mateer of surprise to many that eases provisionally and in all good faith notified
Typhaoid sceasionally prove of another nature under further observation, The onset of Typhoid Fever, howaver,
is often =0 insidious, and may have so few distinctive symptoms to enable a medical mwan to arrive at a positive
dingnosis, that & symptom or sign constant in Typhoid Fever, and in it alone, has for sumetime been uapr}f
songht.  Of lnte pears it would seem that a positive indiention of snch nature has been found in the manner in
which the Blosdserum of pationts sufforing with the disense re-nets with living cultures of Typhoid Fever germa,
even at a comparatively carly period of the illness. Unfortunately for the EEit:muml Practitioner, this test—tha
so-callml Wit!‘nt'n serum  reaction—ean  only be properly obtained by one thoroughly eonversant with
Bactoriological methods : there are, however, now established throughout the country numercus Hesearch
Laboratories in which samples of serum, the collegtion of which is quite a simple matter, can bo examined for the
reaction, on payment of a small fes, so that dingnosis in difficult cases is now rendered much more feasibla. It
is said that there are some cases of Typhoid Fever in children, in which the serum test alone can establish the
dingnosis. [t would be a great satisfaction, if our Sanitary Authority would undertake to pay for the
examination of the serum in donbtful cases, on suitable application. In some of the large towns, this
examination i undertaken by the Corporation Laboratories,

As reported above, we have had one or two cases in which the infection was cansed by the nmumlﬂ:-ﬁm
of oysters, mussels, or winkles ; it is a well-known fuct that oysters may, if win in water specifically polluted

with sowage, harbour the Typhoid Bacillus, and thus act as vehicles for the disssmination of Typhoid Fever.

With regard to the relation betwesn domestic sanitation and this diseasa the Medical Officor of Health for
Nottingham gives as his experience of ten years that 1 house in every 558 with watér elosets, 1 in 120 with pail
closets, and 1 in 37 with middens had been attacked : the incidonce varying directly with amount of sel and
air pollution ; he found that a high summer temparatore was followed by a high autumnal prevalence, and con-
versaly acool summer by a low ; Ea fonnd the diseass endemis in poor, ero distriets irrespeetive of all other
conditions, provided that misery, and above all, soil peliution were present. All things bein !1:.!], even on fresh
soil, and with the use of pail elowets only, the better elags of houses suffer less considerably than the worse ; he
believes that the disease is direetly communicable by personal intercourse to a greater extent than is generally
supposed, and considers that evil is done by under-rating the direct infectionsness of typhoid fever. In this con-
neetion, D, Willoughby holds that the direct personal infeetion so-called was, as in cholers, almost always the
result of eating with unwashen hands after attending to the patient, hence its occurrence so far more frequently
in the honses of the poor ; having a firm belief in thiz theory I bave always advocated the immediate removal to
spittlesen of cases occurring in such houses ns & means of preventing further infoction. If pollution of thae
soil ]'kh?‘n the very important part assigned to it in the 10 years' report above-mentioned, Luton, which is prac-
tically free from privies, ought to come off well, and enjoy the reward of its foresight in the large amount of
money spent in the public serviee. It will be interesting to observe whether the immunity from typhoid of o
neighbouring town will continue when the sewerage system is completed ; it would also be a mattor of interest



to know how the authority so largely quoted above would explain the immunity under the past conditions
usually considered so obnoxious to this disease ; if Typloid Fever be a specific disease, and never arise de nor,
our neighbour is extremely fortunate in escaping imported cases,

Diarrho2a.— During the year 21 Deaths wers referred to Dinrrhmsa, and 27 to Enteritis and Gastro-

enteritis, most of which latter wounld, had the new nomenclature been in fores, have been referred o Dinrrhisa.
They were distributed as follows :—

Under [ year, Abore [ year,

i Dhimyrhoa. frasfro-enteriliz. Dy fuea, {Faglrosnteriis.
First. Quarter ' ] | 0 1
Second Quarter ... . 0 2 0 1
Third Quarter ... | 15 15 5 3
Fourth Quarter ... 0 a | q

I 15 24 5 . 7

e - %,
i ] 13

Of the total 48 deaths it will ba seen that the Third Quarter, as nsnal, claims the majority, viz. : 35, At
the request of n Branch of the Incorporated Socioty of Medieal Officers of Health—to which Society I have the
honour to belong—the Council of the Society asked the Royal College of Physicians to appoint a Commitiee to
consider the question of the classifieation and eertification of Diarchoea Deaths, This reqnest was complied
with, and the Koyal Unllagu- of Physicians unanimonsly adopted the report of the Committes on January 26th,
1900, The of their labours is, that in future, the only authorized terms to be need in cortifying deaths
from are, * epidemic enteritis, Zymotic enteritis, epidemic diarrhosa * : these three are synonyms,
and the enly allowable ones. I hope that the action the Incorporated Society of Medical Officers of Health s
now taking to bring the above terms to the notice of every general practitioner will result in o uniform classifi.

cation next year. If this be the case, the Diarrhcea death-rate will be raised, but only comparatively taking
one town with another.

In my thind Quarterly Report I stated : “ This disease has claimed comparatively fow victims this year:
* this is owing to the ahsenee, after the commencement of the summer, of long-continued heat.  In the Borough,
“for over 20 vears, I have observed that the mortality of infants in this, the Third Quarter, from epidemic
“diarrhoa is alvays very excessive when the summer heat 18 great and long-continued. Tt is now aniversally
“ gegnmed that epidemic Diarrhos commeneez when the d-foot earth thermometer reaches 56 deg. @ in short
H of hot weather this does not oecur, but, when the excessive heat is continued day after day, the tem-
“ perature of 56 deg. is reached and remains for some little time after the atmesphers temperature has returned
“to & more normal condition. In what we eall unseasonable summers with abnormally low temperatore, the
“ dpeaths referred to Iharrheea are mmp:n.ml,ively nil. The recent summer has heen quite a medium one, as
“yepnrds both temperature and the number of deaths. The old explanation of the excessive mortality boing
“due to fruit does not apply, as the epidemie Diarrhoa mortality is almost confined to infants under one year,
* before the froit-eating age is reached.  In the matter of Infant Diarrheea, Luton cannot be compared with
“any other part of the connty : one eannot compare what is not comparable. Luton must be eompared with
“ manufacturing towns somewhat of its own size and population, and not with eountry districts and small
s agricultural towns, or even with a Borongh like Hed{urci. which is a combination of residential, agricultural,
“anid manufacturing elements. In Luton, premature births, and infantile neglect, both due to the exigoncies
of the trade, will explain the major part of this mortality : if it were due in the largest measure to contamina-
* tion of the soil, why should Luton suffer so heavily, and other nrban and rural districts in the connty eseag,
% when the Luton soil is probably much less eontaminated T We have in a population of dlose on 40,000 hardly
25 Privies remaining, and all the houses are provided with ashpits or boxes, and mvnnﬁing is carried ot very
“ thovonghly. May [ express a hope that next year the now Dinrrheea nomenelature will be generally adopted,
= gothat all sanitary districts may have the same measure meted out Lo them : so far comparative and other
“ gtatistics on that head have Leen all but worthless.”

Special living germs have heen discovered which doubtless form the poison inducing the disease. 5o
long as a baby is wholly nursed by its mother its chance of contracting the disease is a comparatively small one.
The poison is known to grow, multiply and revel in filth, especially that which comes from the hawels, It is,

ore, ossontinl that all such flth should be scrupulously kept away from the dwelling, This is effected
by the most perfect seavenging and by fAushing the drains with an abundanee of water hefore the hot weather
commences, and during the whole time of its continnance, Diarrhosa, of eonrse, abonnds in towns where the
mothers, owing to the exigency of getting their living, bave to bring up their babies by hand, and cannot,
therefore, give that strict attention to the preparation and storage of the infant’s milk which is always nocessary,
but the neglect of which, in hot weather, is so often followed by speedy retribution. The statistics of our own
town, and of all others, show that this maternal neglect by itself 15 not sufficient in mild and wet summers to
induga the discase. To set up Dinrrhma, therefore, we require specific germs, & certain tomparature to suit
them, a collection of dried filth to act as a medium for their entry into the dwelling, and bad preparation or
storage of the food or milk to allow the germs to take root and multiply in it. We know that in many poor
houses the milk is allowed to lic about, an that decomposition is often started in it by storage in a dirty vessel
—in such a case, the germs are simply invited to play havoc. The question, therefore, comes in—knowing all
this—ean anything practical be done in the way of prevention ! We mustassume, I supposs, that very few more
children could be nursed by their mothers, and that the majority of habies must be hand-fod. T believe that
practical good in this direction can bo effected in at least four ways :—

{i.) Careful attention to the sanitary condition of the dwellings of the poor, viz : paving of all backyards
and courts to avoid pollution of the soil ; perfect scavenging, especially at the onset of, and
thronghout the hot season ; to avoid collection of any refuse or filth that might barbour or



emeourage the growth of the germs ; allowing a free and unstinted supply of water for fushing all
closets and drins, and ensuring that this is thumughlg;‘mﬂ lyltmmh:fgy earried on ; mug
proper ventilation for all larders or other rooms in which fowd is stored. As a matter of faor,
every honss ought to have a swifells gm for storing articles of food—possibly thia is only a
conneil of porfection. In houses where fed children snffer, there are nsually serions sanitary
defects, =0 that the mother and others in the house way be similarly a

{ii.) By issuing pamphlets containing general directions on the subject, as we did last year.

{iii.) By providing sterilized milk as has been done in the Borongh of St. Helens, and giving directions to
engure againgt subsequent contamination prior to its consumption. With regard to the
sterilization of milk by the Municipality, Dr. Hope remarked that the benefit of it would soon
he lost unless poople understood that such milk would not remain sterile unless absolute
clonnliness obiained ; he himselfl attached much importance to domestie sterilization.

{iv.) And perhaps the best way, by appointing a lady visitor, as mentioned under Infantile Mortality.

Influenza.—An extensive epidemic prevailed during the first two manths of the year ; the disease
was fortunately of o mild type, only 12 deaths resulting doring the year, 10 of which oceurred in the Fimt
Ouarter.

Phthisis was responsible for 34 deaths doring the year, equivalent to a rate of 9 per 1,000 of the
population, o slight decling from the average of the last nﬁ:un years,

It iz proposed to held a British Congress on Tubercnlosis in July next: this was to have been

by H.R.IL the Prince of Wales: it is still to be hoped that His Majesty will open it in person. The object
of the Congress is stated to be the exchange of information amd experienee gained throughout the world as to
methods available for stamping ont this diseass. The work will be divided into four seetions, each of which
will be presided over by a distinguished anthority on the partienlar subject of the section. Ew .

Colony and Dependency is invited to icipate by sending llt:ﬁmr and foreign countries are invited to send
re tative men of seience.  All Usrporations will be invited to send representatives, and T hope that ours
will eagerly rospond. i

The advantages to be derivesd from such a Congress may turn out to be incalealable.  IF this be the case,
the sum of human misery, which Tuberenlur diseases more than any others help to swell, may be materially
reduced.  De. Kewman, in his last report to the County Couneil, went very fully into the subjeet of the preven-
tion of Phtlisis, and anyone desirons of having an up todate revind of the subject shonld borrow a o of his
report (18989). 1 will only allude to Dr. Newman's remarks on the Preventive Measures for Sanitary Authorities :
he mentions seven measares which I will take seriafim —

{i.) Voluntary Notification. This voluntary notifiention is not in foree in our Borough, nor, do [ think
from the opinions expressed at o recent sanitary mecting, that it is likely to be so.

{ii.) Edncation of the Publie. The Sanitary Authority as an Intelligence Department. We have dis-
iributed pamphlets bearing on the subjet,

(iii.} The Protection of the Food Supply. We do what we can, but what we do falls very far short of che
ideal.  With regard to Cowsheds, | can safely say that, when the two years' grace is at an end,
ihe cows will have no reason to complain or the public either.

(iv.) General Banitation. We get mugh good work earried out yearly : fortunately we have no alid
and overcrowded dwellings, a3 have many large towns. We are free from privies and lik
abominations ; the drainage was good, ang 18 now better than hefore, and above all we have n
splendid supply of very pure water, Phthisis, here, as eleewhore, liag largely declined in reecnt
renrs, owing doubtless in chief measure to the drying of the subasoil by fairly efficient drainage.
['his bids fair to be very effivient. now, thanks to the recent expenditure of L40,000 in new sewers
anl storm-water drainage,

(v.) Sanatoria for Consumptives. We have not yet arrived at such a desirable consummation : if ever a
Hanatorium be erected in South Beds, it will doulitless be for a large arca.

(vi.} The Bacteriological examination of doubtful cases. Thia is, I believe, frequently done, locally, or
Iy sending up specimens to one of the Clinical Rescarch Societies.

(vit.) Dhsinfection after death from Phthisis, ote. This has not so far been carcied out gen ;
frequently in individual cases : of conrse, if voluntary notifieation wera in foree it would be done
as a matter of course.

Cancer.—Last year ] reported that 24 deaths were referred to Cancor against 22 in 1808, and that
the AVEragE of the ten ing yoars was 178, This year 37 deaths have been so referred, which is more than
donble the wortality of the ten years above mentioned. [ had the pleasure of making yon a lengthy report on
this subject during the vear : there was nothing very stniking to be made out of it ; there was a noti
prepondermnee of the disease among females, and it was umnimlmh}y evident that certain parts of the town
were more obnoxions to the disease than others. It is only by ecollecting and eomparing a number of anch
roports that any practical onteome ean be expected. So far the cansation nfgﬂa.m:ur remaing a mystery : this ia
especially unfortunate as the disease apparently is on the increase ; the only eonsolation is that this inerease
will stimulate the numerons scientifie observers to greater exertions, so that nltimately the cause of one of the
most dreaded and painful of disenses which the 19th Century has lefe over to the 20th for solution may be

unravelled,

Infant Mortality was at the rate of 124-6 deaths per 1000 hirihs,
o the 1st Quarter the rate was I%G"g deaths per 1000 births,
[
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Nearly the whole of the above were abated, says the Inspector, on receipt of the preliminary notice.
Fewer water closets have been blocked than usual : this is doubtless due to the number of closets now provided
with a proper flushing apparatus. Six hundred and one notices were served in connection with the above
nuisances.  Mr., Wright, while thanking those who responded so promptly to his mild request, regrets that a
number of owners ans agents required a further and stronger reminder of their duoty in this respect,

Insanitary Dwellings.—Two hundred and zeven houses wers found in an unsanitar
state, and wore put into satisfactory condition by the respective owners, Six old houses were demolished,
three closed and eight are in process of demolition.

Mr. Wright complains that there are still a number of old houses inhabited by the poorer classes,
not up to present day requirements, and that these are patched up I'mqunnt:i: in a porfunctory manner,
and =0 just munnge to evade extinetion at our hands; he further says that this is a very unsatisfactory
state of things and is a comstant source of trouble and anxiety. During the year this class of property
has been brought rather promimently forward,

House Drains. Thiriysix sinks were found directly connected with the sewer: these, in
every case (where possible) were made 10 discharge on to six inch earthenware gully traps fixed in the
open sir. A large number of belltraps to sink and sarface drains were rep by Ginch ocurthenware

gully-trapa.

Privies.—Seven privies were converted into water closets and connected with the sewer. Thore
are only twenty-eight now remaining in the Borough, and, for one reason or another, there is some
special difficulty in getting these converted, Mr, "-’-'rlghlfafi\'ﬂ n table showing that during the last eight

years G512 Privies have been altored, 788 sinks eondem and 11,855 nuisances abated.

b Ashes, Offal and Trade Refuse Collection.—Ten thounsand nine humdred and sixty-
six londs were removed by the Corporation teams. The employment of two patent dust tipvans,
reckoned as ordinary carls, makes the collection appear less than last year. The use of these makes a
difference of about four loads ﬁcr diem when the vans are in s, he Inspector again reminds the
Corporation of the increasing difficulty in the disposal of ashes, the sle of which, he says, prows less
BVErY Yeir.

Cleansing' of Closets.—During the year 32 loads of night soil wers removed from Privies
and 47 loads from Dumb wells,

Ventilating Shafts.—No additional shafts bave been erected ; but orders have been given for
eleven to be erected during the coming year.

Water Supply.—No samples of waler were submitted to me by the Ins r, but four
samples were taken by him from the Company's mains and new well, and analysed by the Borough
Apalyst, Mr. A, E. Ekins: they were found o be of excellent quality. _

Iir. Newman says, in his last re “Fow facta can strike the minds of a stranger more foreibly
in the perusal of the Heports of the Medical Odficers than the Mnemlingly uneatisfactory condition of the
water supply in a0 many of the districts.,” The lute Dr. Wilde's statement in his lost Roport s quoted —
“The report of many of the Medical Officers shows that the condition of the water supplies of the
majority of the districts in the County continue very unsatisfactory. This matter is of the gravest
importance, and has engaged the attention of various councils on several ccoasions during the year,
unfortunately with but little practical results.” In the light of the above, it is more than gratifying to
reflect that onr water supply is said to be “inexhaustible,” and that on chemical analysis it is proved
to be a very pure water indeed, In these days when we are all doing what we can to inculeats
temperance in all things including deink, hoping thereby to improve the health of the people, and so
render them less liable to infections and other diseazes, does it not seem on the face of it & mockery to
tall people to drink water, and not to trouble whether they may not even come by their deaths in so
idoing. [ consider our pure, clear, sparkling, and plentiful water supply a sanitary provision of the
lirst importance, These remarks are called for by seeing our water supply deseribed simply as *adequate,”

In compliangy with minuggeation that he shonld furnish some up-todate information eoncerning the
water supply, Mr. Phillips, C.I, has forwarded the following statement :—* Duripg the year the Luton Water
Company hos added to 1ts existing plentiful supply of water another deep well, much I{rgar in section than
either of their existing wells. A sample of this supply was taken by Inspector Wright on October 1st, 1900,
and found on analysis to be equal in purity to the prasent supply. The '-'}‘-umwnE ia now building a New
Engine House in which will be erected another very powerful pumping engine. For the supply of Round
Gireen and Stopsley, a Water Tower has been tremtlf in Hart Lane, a second Water Tower on Bailey Hill
for the new properties in course of erection on the London FRoad."

Milk Purveyors.—Under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order of 1885, sixteen persons
were registered as Purveyors of Millk.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.—The regulations made by the Town Council wnder
this head camo into foree on March 1st.  As no struciural alterations enn be o until two yoars after the
ncdoption of the regulations, we have to content ourselves with scoing that the greatest cleanliness obtaing. A
few orders have been given and carried ont,
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Food and Drugs Act.—Under this Act 65 Samples were submitted to the Public Analyst.
The following table gives a summary of the work done during the year : —

? 1 lrﬂ-' 'r"lr : J'ﬁ:l. D_r |
Articde sulmitfed I-Df - 7, | Femarks oz fa
. {Fenuine Adwlterated "
R Sutaples, | Samples, Addulteration.

Butter 4 |
Bepr 8 =
Cheesze [ =
Glneose ... 4 s
Gin 1 rzo % of Milk devold of
Laxd 1 - I fat, and o % of Milk u:’
Milk ah b I genuine composition o

. ality
Wheker : — ]k Teada
Whiskey ... 2 I,a.]:jlnl}- 10 h-olhr:ar::..'
Bwests ... [ i

ToTars ! 65 a

)

Proceedings were taken in the cases of Milk Adulteration. In one ease the Vemdor was fined £10, and costs
£4 16s 4. ; in the second the Vendor was fined £1 Ba. including costs. It is very pleasing to sec that as many
as 35 eamples of milk were submitted, and that only two were adulterated. I have over and over again dilated
an the importance of this subject in a town where the infant mortality is almest necessarily large, and also for
another reason applicable to all distriets, viz., that whils human nature is what it is, mill: adulteration with
water is sure to be practised by reazon of the large profit g0 easily acerning, and the small penalties so often
imposed, which seem positively to invite a repetition of this dishonest and pernicious practics.

Slaughter Houses have been regularly visited during the vear, and found, with one or two
excaplions, in & eatisfactory condition. Thirty-two livenses have been re-registersd.

Markets have boen systomatically visited by day and night, and on no occasion has it been found
n to seize any food ns unfit for human consnmption.  Daring the year two hoxes of Whiting, one hox of
Cod, and seven boxes of Mackerel (at the request of the owner) were sxamined on arrival at Luton, and before
oxposure for sale.  Being unfit for food they were forthwith destroyed.

Factory and W{lrkﬂhupﬂ Act.—The Factories and Workshops visited were found to be in
a fairly satisfactory eondition,

Bakehouses have bwen visited amd found in good condition.

Meat Ins tion.—On January 10th, the Deputy Medical Officor of Health attended in Court
to give evidence in the eases of Wright v, Pratt and Wright ¢ Mooring. The first case was dismissed, but in
the the defendant was fined £5 and costs,

Main Drainage and Storm Water Schemes.—The Sewernge Scheme is now
completed (sxcept ventilating shafts mentioned above). The total length of sewers laid is 3°57 miles. Durin
the past 51 years about 9} miles of sewers have been newly laid or relaid. The pipe sewers on a bed o
conerete with cement joinis,

A further 21 miles of stormwater drains have been laid, making a total of over 8 miles under the
gehema which is now completed. The total length of stormwater draing in the barough being over 11 miles.

Sewage Works.—During the year 6624 million gallons of sewage has been pumped on to the
farm ; this is an increase of 174 million gallons over last year,

Disinfeetion and Disinfectants.—Disinfectants wore freely and gratuitously supplied to all
who applied for them at the office. The cost of Disinfectants for the year was £97 10s Od., which sum includes
the Imlpk of the Isinfectants sent to Spittlesen.  Disinfeetion and other precantionary measures were duly
carried put. Children from infected houses were ondered not to attend school, and any defect in the houses or
localities were removed.

Spittlesea Hospltal.—Scvenicen cases of Scarlet Fever, fifteen cases of Typhoid, and two of
mntinua{PFmrnr were removed to Spittlesen during the year, giving a total of thirty-fuur cases, againat thirty-
cight last year. This, however, is an increase as far as the Borough is concerned, for eight cases out of the
thirty-eight were sent to Spittlesea from the country. One case of f’}']:lmid Fever proved fatal. Two hundred
and forty-seven visits have been paid this year a:rlnimt 298 last year. I have attended all the cases admitted
during the year excopting four, which were attended by their own medical men.

Sechools.—On July 21st I reported to the Town Council that it was advisable to closs the Infant
Department of the Chapel Street Boand School on account of an epidemic of measles. This was immediately
done.
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