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LUDLOW RURAL DISTRICT
WITH CHURCH STRECTON URBAN DISTRICT

Anmial Report of the Mediczl Officer of Health
for the year ending 318t December, 1965

Mr. Chairman, Ladics and Gentleman,

_ I have the honour to present the Report on the Health of your District
for the year 1965.

The Birth-rate, standardised for Ludlew Rural District is 17.29. The
rates for the County and for England and Wales are 18.59 and 18. respectively.
The birth rate for the second year in succession is lower than for the County
and the Country as a whole. This suggeste a drift of younger people away from
the country to the towns, and, if the drift continues, a graduslly ageing
population in the Rural District.

The Death-rate standardised for the District is 12 against the rates for
the County and for England and Wales bf 11 and 11.5 respectively. This
comparison again may be thought to support the suggestion of the drift of
younger people from the District.

For Church Stretton the birth-rate standardised for the area is 17.6 a
figure below those for the County and for England and Wales. The death-rate,
in spite of an expectedly high crude rate, when standardised, becomes 9.13
a figure well below the County and Nationsl rates. When cne remembers that
many elderly people retire to Church Stretton it does net seem unreascnable
to infer that notwithstanding the hilly nature of the terrain, Church Stretton
iz a healthy place for retirement.

Hotifications of Infectious Diseascs are much lower this year at 152
against 377 in 1964. This is partly due to epidemics of measles following a
biennial pattern, but also, I think, to the disecase itsell occurring in a
mild form and resulting in difficulty in diagnosis. Also the failure of
parents to consider that a very transitory rash without severe symptoms might
be a cage of measles, leads to them freoquently net calling in the dector.
Consequently I feel that theres must be many missed ceses in the community.
This observation applies not only to messles but also to scarlet fever and to

whooping cough.

The personal health services operated by the County Council within the
area of thé Rural Distriet and Church Stretton are set out in the body of
the Heport and the envirommental health services are set out in the report of
the Chief Public Health Inspector which follows on.

The Services have operated satisfactorily during the year and there are
no special points to which I feel I should direct your attention.

My thanks are due to Mr. R. F. Saundors and the staff of the Health
Department for their willing help at all times, and for providing most of
Section C of this Report, and to the County Medical Officer of Health for
allowing me to publish the information in Section B.

I have the honour to be,

Your cbedient Servant

WILLIAM HALL

Medical Officer of Health,
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The following table gives detoils of the midwifery work carried out
by these midwives during 1965.

i Nursing Distriet | Total | Total Dogieiliary . Attendances on ]
! ! Confinements | Visite : Discharged Institu
! i | cases
| r | . Cases ' Viei
= s =
| Burford e 5 306 it g 8
‘ \ : :
! Church Stretton : 19 : 486 | 28 151
l Clecbury Nortimer 14 | 369 50 145
I Craven Arms ; 13 | 350 16 60
' Ludlow 20 L 7o 60 195
| Hunslow 5 13 | 340 7 45
| Stoke St. Milborough | L £ 8g 8 34

e e fm il e G R

The nursing Districte comprising groups of parishes; do not conform to the
Rural District Boundary z=nd the figurcs given above therefore in some cases
{Church Stretton and Ludlow) will include many casecs from outside the Ludlow
Rural District.

Health Visiting.

Two full-=time Hexlth Visitors nore employed by the County Couneil in the
Ludlow Rural District nnd Church Stretten and one of these (Miss F. M. Lydiate)
who ir based in Ludlow aleo undertakes heslth wvisiting in the Borough.

Home Nursing.

As stated sbove the midwives employed by the County Council in the
Bural District and Church Stretton undertalte the home nursing duties.

Only in the Borough of Ludlow itself does the County Council employ a
Home Nurse solely to undertoke these duties.

Cases attended and vieits made during 1965 were as follows:=-

Niwsing District " Home Kursing Cascs Visits
Burford 61 1 bty
Church Stretton 380 5,413
Clecbury Hortimer 131 2,043
Craven Arms 83 24222
Ludlow 147 L, 037
Munslow 31 77

| Stoke St. Milborough 58 747

(5)












The District is served principally by the hospitals under the
Shrewsbury Hospitel Management Committee centred at the Royal
S8alop Infirmary, Shrewsbury. The Ludlow and District Hospital
and East Hamlet Hospitol serve local needs and Specialist Clindes
or Qut-Patient Seasions are held at the first mentioned hospital
as fellows:

| ©Dut Patlent Clinic Doy & Time ; Consultant
i
| Gynaecological Wednesday Mr. 5. Burke
! 2 Paills
General Surpery Alternate My, J. A, Baty
Wednesdays !
General Medicine Alternate | Dr. A. W. J. Houghton
Mondays 2.30 p.m. :
Alternate
i Wednesdays 9.45 a.m. Dr. W. D. Wallace
| 2o, Alternate
Mondays 1.45 p.m. Mr. E. H. Owen
¥ — _'i - —
Poediatrie F Third Tuesday in
month 2.0. p.m. i Dr. J. C. Mocaulay
Psychiatric Friday .
2,0 p.m. | Dr. J. Littlejchn
|
e I =
Radic Therapy 1st Saturday in
month 11.0 a.m. l Dr. E. J. Richardson

An orthopaedic after care clinic is held at East Hamlet Hospital on
Monday afternoons at six weekly intervals.

A Chest Clinic is held on the third Tuesday in each month at 11.0 a.m.
at the Child Welfare Centre, Dinham, Ludlow. Although this clinie im
Provided by the Regional Hespital Board it is held 2t the County Council's
Centre.

Cases from the District cre admitted to the Royal Salop Infirmery,
The Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital and Copthorne Hospital, Shrewsbury,
or elsewhere as the need arises.

Labnr&tnrx Facilities.

The Public Health Laboratory at the Royal Salop Infirmary is extensively
used for the bactericlogical examinaticn of water, milk ond ice cream.

Chemical analyses of woter samples and sewuge effluents are made by the
Public Analyst at Warrington.

Geoed Laboratory facilitics are wery necessary to the work of the
Health Department, oand I should like to express my thanks to Dr. A. O, Jones
of the Shrewsbury Laboratory and his staff for their assistance, in
particular perhaps for their iuovaluable advice when some bacterioclogical
or epidemiclogical problem arises.

(9)
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The scheme for the Abdon = Corfton area is dus to be started during 1966
and it is hoped that connections can be made during 1967.

Private Bupplies.

NHo. Percentage
Sarples taken. Sotisfactory 28 30,0
Unsatisfoctory & 69,2
Total 1

Most private somples ure token under the following headings:i-
(a) Improvement grant spplications.

(b) Applicetions for form grants from the Ministry of Agriculture
Fisheries and Food.

{¢) HNew supplies (Bores & Wells).

{d) Complaints.

Very often existing supplies ars found to be polluted. Advice given
by the Inspectors has resulted in 17 supplies serving 1 business and 32
houses being brought up to a satisfrectory standard, Work on some supplies
was still in progress at the end of the year.

(b) Drainage, Sewerapge £ Sewage Disposal

No new sewers were laid by the Council during 1965, but arrangements =
were completed for the Burford scheme to start early in 1966. Sewerage and
Sewage Disposal schemes were becoming more urgently needed particularly
following the provision of moins water.

The longer these schemes are left the more septic tonks are constructed
by owners wishing to improve their properties, thus providing relatively
inferior drainage.

Erivic Droinage

Few complaints about private droinage systems were received.

One trouble was caoused by a local clesnsing contractor depositing
tonker contents in uwnanthorised ploces. Besides cousing general nuisance
this practice is liable to lead to contamination of drinking water supplies.
One solution to thir problem cdopted by some aunthorities is for the Couneddl ||
to allow contractors to empty the contents of their wvehicles 2t mwoge disposal
works.

{e) Refuse Collection and Disposal

This service continued ns in previous years with collectlion weekly in
Croven Arms ond Cleobury Hortimer and fortnightly elsewhere. =iy

The tips at Cleocbury Mortimer (Mewley), Craven Arms (Shawbank), Onibury
Lane z2nd Woofferton were lept in order with the help, as necessory, of a
hired tulldogzer. Regular treatments for rats and flies were given.

{d} Rodent Control

Theras was an increase in the number of rats to be denlt with, particularly
in the aren of wnrfarin resistance. In this area acute poisons now have to
be used, involving more work and grenter danger.

Mozt of the trentments were carried out under the terms of annunl contracts.
At the end of the yeor seventy four contracts were in force. Public sewers,
sewage disposal works ond rcfmae tips received treatment as necesenry. i
One operator, ir. F. Meor,; was cmployed: he alsc did work nt Church Stretton.

(11)
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factories Act, 1961.

Ta

APPENDIX

Inspection for purpose of provisions @s to health (including

ctions made by Public Health Inspectora.)

- il
Premises Kumber on | Humber of Written 4 Ocecipiers
Register Inspections | Notices | Prosecuted
) Factories in which (c/s) (c/3)
on 1, 2, 3, 4% and (1) - - -
e to be enforced by
Al Authorities.
Factories mot included R el
in (i) in which Section 7 (17) (3) - -
:.Tnnfnrﬂed by the Logal
nority.
) Other premises in which
ction 7 is enforced by - - - =
8 Local Authority
luding cut-workers'
v | o]
i
Total (18) (3) i - -
‘Cases in which Defects were found.
, ’
E Number of cases in which Humbera of
defects were found cases in
Particulars : Helerred | 1o which
Found 1 Hemedied } to H., M. | To H. M. | prosecutions
i Inspector | Inspector | were
instituted

———

of Cleanliness (8.1) 1

rowding (5.2)

easonable temperature{5.3)

adequate ventilation (S.4)

effective draincge of

floors (5.5)

nitary Conveniences (5.7)

(a) Insufficient

(b) Unsuitable or defective

f{c) Not separate for sexes
er offences against the

Act (Not including effences

relating to cutworkers)

Total

b =

Cutwork

Nature of Work

Ho of Outworkers
Aupnst list Nil.

(20}












