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LULILOW  RURAL  DISTIRICT.

Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for the year
ending Ilst December,l963.

M 'Gh.uitmn, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Report on the Health of your District for
nir 1963 .

jhn Birth-rate, standardised for the district was 17.03, a figure lower
in the Birth rates for the County as a whole and for England and Wales which
68 and 19.2 respectively.

sse figures compare unfavourably with the previous year in that the birth-
the Rural District is appreciably lower whilst the birth-rates for the
and for Englond and Wales zre rather higher.

" The Death-rate standardised for the District was 9.92. The comparable
g5 for the County and Englond and Wales are 11.99 and 12.2 respectively.

' The Death-rate for the Rural District for the yeor is therefore very low,
"ﬁm these figures it is to be inforred that the Rural District contains a
y ageing population, and it may well be that the population is ageing
: than is allowed for in the standardisation < the rates.

1f, therefore, the zopulation contains a relatively high proportion of
3 ply people thims factor in turn will tend to make the birth rate for the
8 low, as this rate is expressed as por 1,000 of the population.

~ Notifications of Infectious Disease remained low during 1963, although
he total was slightly higher thon in 1962,

There were 28 deaths from cancer out of a total of 139 deaths, but of
¢ 28 deaths from cancer 6, all males, were from cancer of the lung or

The work of the Public Health Department continues to grow, not only
abreast with new legislation but alsc in the volume of work
artakken. The Ehropshire Fatstock Society's dbattoir at Craven Arms and
requirements for meat inspection place considerable strain upon the
il's Inspectors. The incrense by 9,651 aninals slaughteored and
sected over the number inspected in 1962 bringing the total animals

eted to 98,914 during the yeor is an indiecaticn of the intense effort

d for.

The provision of Public Health Services for Church Stretton pending the
on of the two Local .uthorities encroached materially unon the
ces of the department, but o rcasonnble service was able to be given.

My t-hﬂnhﬂ are due to Mr. R.F. Sounders and the staff of the Henalth
sent for their willing help at all times, and for providing most of

tion C of this Report, and to lir. Shaw for providing information on the
' t&.m-.nf the Water Supply Scheues at 3lst December, being the remoinder
Section C; and to the County Medical Officer of ilealth for allowing me
) publish the informaticn in Section B,

I have the honour to be,

Your cbedient Servant,

WILLI/M HALL

Medical Officer of Health.
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Source Total lNo. of Batisfoctory Unsatisfoctory

Samples

Brought forward k7 37 10
Lengville-in-the-Dale = 3 1
liddleton 2 2 -
Munslow 5 3 2
Onibury i 1 5
8t. Hilburgha's Well 3 1 2
Ticklerton 3 3 -
Woll-under=Heywood & 3 1l

Tutnl! LR 69 : 53 16

In addition two sainles were taken from the well serving the Council
houses at Wheatcomnon; both wers found to be baterlologlenlly unsaticfactory.

In the main the public suiplies were satisfactory, the unsatisfactory
sanples showing only alight pollution. As from April 1lst copios of all
unsatisfactory reports on samples from the East Shropshire Water Board's
mains were sent to the Board's Engincer. More houses were counected to the
madins, in some coses as a direct result of mction by the Publie ilculth
Inspectors. The willage well at Naosh was found to be polluted; the Council
subsequently negotiated with the Water Board witli a view to a mainc supply
being provided.

Less than one quarter (29 out of 126) of the samples taken from private
supplies wers satisfactory. Most of these satisfsctory samples were from
supplies where pollution had previously been found ond advi-e hind been
glven or from boreholes. Supplies serving ten projerties were aade
saticfactory after recormended works had been carried out. VWerk was still
in progress. on =mupplics to about 20 other properties ot the end of the yeor.
In some cogses filtraticn or ehlorination was found to be the only woay of
alking the water satisfactory.

Hater from the well om Cles Hill, %o be used by the Hinistry of dAviation
for the radar station, is still not sntisfoctory; it is understood that
chlorinatice plant mey be installed.

(v) Drainnge, Sewerage and Sewage Disposal,
Ashford Carbonell.

Hrith the exceptien of cne er twe houses ovmed by oged or infirs persens
the converasicn of closets in this wvillage hns been eoupleted.

Clee 17il1,

Tweo clogets were convertad with the adid of the £25 Junp sum grant
during the year. Some other conversions were included in improvement
grant schemes. Only a few premises now remain %o bo dealt with and
the Council have fixed a time limit for payment of grant.

(c) Privatc Drainnge.

Improvecente were unde to several private drainaze systoms durdng
the year. The Summer months produced on umewally diga number of
complaints about drainege, particularly septic tanks. There appears to
be & feeling that once & septic tank has been constructed it can be
completely forgotten; 8o much so that in some cases the position of the
tank is unlmown, the tank hevinz been covered by & lawn cr sonething
gimilar.

(d) Refuse Colleeticn end Dissosal.

Thie wital Public lealth smervice has been continued during tho year
glving a weekly collection in Clecbury liortimcr and Craven ions and o
fortnightly collection elsewnorc. Tho crews of both wvehicles did
extremely well in paintaining the service during: the bad winter woother.
Bvery effort was rode to collect repularly, In sonmc eoses the collectors
had to travel on the vehdclos loading steps as the ewttin: through the

1—11—



snow was not wide encugh to gllow the cab doors to be opened. In
other cases the men wolked through the saow with sacks to collect
refuse from prenisss which the wehiecles could not reach.

Some copploints atout the lzek of a weekly ccllection from all
promises were reccived. These were mainly from the ececcupders of publie
houses with & cotering business. Complainis are also reccived at
tince about the Ykerbside! collection, particularly from persons who
have moved to the district and have proviously had o collection from
the premizces.

The Austin/BEagle wehicle replaced at the end of 1962 was sold
early in th: year. The twec Shelvoke and Drewry Forc and ft Tippers
have given wery little trouble during the year. The two covered a
totol of about 24,000 miles, The cmount of refusc collected since
the service was improved in 1961 was increasedconsiderably, so much so
that the tips, particularly the one at Cleobury Mortimer, are filling
far quicker than expected.

Four disposal tips have been in use - at Cleobury Mortimer, Show
Bank, Woofferteon ond Cnibury Lanae, A-=mall tip ot Westhope is still
rented by the Council; it ic used wainly by local people who take
thedr own rubbich teo it,

Only two complaints, one of flies and one of rats, were received
about the tips during the year. It is proboble thoat neither would
have arisen if fully controlled tipping had been in operaticn.

Litter.,

The nurber of bins end baskets in the distriet sontinuea ta
inerease; extra cncs arc frequently asked for by Porish Couneils.
dbout 130 bing arc now in use in the district, including some
provided by the County Councils The question of an ice-cream salecman
filling bin=s en Clec Hill Common with empty cortons and wrappinge was
talken up with the manufncturers and the practice was stopped.

In zeneral the provision cf receptacles has gone a leng wey to
meeting the litter problem, but on loy-bys on the moie road, Ludlow -
Surewsbury (442} the problem i a recurring cne, particularly as s¢
muich litter is rcot put in the receptacles. This matter is now undsr
discussion with the 2alop County Council and the Rural Distriet
Councils Jissociation.

{e) Hodent Centrol.

Thera was o further increase in the amount of contract work, during
1963. Seventy-cight ccontrocts were in force at the end of the yeoor of
total value nbout £500. Twenty-cne single treatments were carried out
at pineteen properties; these brousht in a further £70.

Work was also carried cut for the Cliurch Stretton Urban District
Council. The value of this service wos nearly £60.

leavy infestaticns were found during the last three months of the
Year. The worl: of contrdl becone very great nmaking it imposaible for
a tine for one man to cope adequately. This seasonel influx from the
fields was for greater than pnormal, but by the end of the year matters
werz under control again. Survey of the district was continued
throughout the year. -

Warfarin, & preperation used for many years in this country, is
now, in cortain emall areas, ineffective agninst rats; soc galled
Warfarin resistance’” has developed.

Scme minor coses of difficulty hove occurred in this district but
so far no proof of "Warfarin resistance' has been established.

-l2-
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(b) jction under Housiug .ct.

The following 1= a summary of statutory cetion taken durin
the year regarding unfit Neusee, 2

- Munber of houses closed under terns of

.~ Closing Crders

i Humber of houszes closed under terms of
undertakings given by owners

Number of houses demolished

Humber of houses made fit and undertakings or
orders revoked

Humber of Demclition Orders changed to

Cloeing Orders
fnfm'nal Aetion.

'I L =
I'htnbm.- ui‘ houses made fit na o result of infcrmal
M‘H.ﬁn 11

(E) Movenble dwellings.

- A

At 3lst December 1963 there were 144 carcvons on 37 licensed
sites din the district. These were made up of 1l4 for peascnal

- holiday use, 23 for permonent residenticl use, 5 for teuporary
‘residontial use and two movenble dwellings licensed under the
Public Health .ct, 1936.

- An Wing  wn

Ih& twe. 1E.'|‘.'|;E.Bt ﬂite.a. at Doddington and Burford, both for

~ holiday use are well kept and prmridad with exeellont feeilitiom,
A general ignoronce of the law relating to ecravans centinuos.
Two mere large hollday sites are likely teo be broupght into use

during 1964,
e Inspection nand Supeowigion of Food.
(a) Moat Inspection.

_ The only alaughterhiouse in use during the year was that of the
 Shropshirs Fatstock Society at Craven .ros. The number of

animnls slaughtered snd inspected wos 98,914 an increase of 9651
over the figure for 1962.

* Govermment grant for so ¢alled "export" meat inspection
ended on 3last Morch 1963. On last October the new Heat Inspection
g ions came into force. Under these Regulaticns Local
ties have to carry ocut the inspection of all animals killed
. diastrict for human coasumpticn = to a new statubory
] nt&nh:rd, M@w than that used previcusly by most suthoritics.
- Briefly, :Lt is now obligatory to inspect thc cercose and all offal
and parts ‘removed from the animal ond, subsequently, to stanp the

ME-

The stamp has to identify the Locol .utlority and the inspector

o carried out the inspectiocn.

) This more detailed inspecticn pemns that considerably more

hn has to be spent inspecting each individusl animal. Jlso,

‘with lorze scnle linc sloughtering, the only woy to carry out

~ this inspection is for one inspector to be working on each
‘slaughtering line througheut the antire pericd of slenghtering.

. it present, at Craven .irms, this mozns tint two inspectors

must clways be at the Abatteir. When the new shecp sloushter

" hall is completc at times three lines may be in use ot cace.
This would mean hoving an cxtra inspector on duty.

In lugust the Committee tock action to cbtain extra ataff.
Mr. W. Fairgrieve was appointed and coumenced duties on 16th
October, 1963.

-15=



G E wk ] bl







§
519
1
C)]
i

i
[
















