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LUDLOW __ RURAL _ DISTRICT.

Anmual Report of the Medicel Officer of Health for the
year ending 3lst December, 1961.

Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I bave the honour to present the Report on the Hsalth of your District
for the year 1961.

. The Birth-rate, standardised for the district was 17.78, a figure slightly
“ higher than the figure for Bngland and Veles, but slightly lower than that

for the County of Salop which was 18.10. The figure of 17.78 however is an
* improvement on thet for 1960 which was rather low at 15.09.
{ Toe Death-rate standardised for the distriet was 10.11 against a figure
* of 9.09 for 1960, The Death-rate for England end Tales was 12,00 and for
. the County of Salop 11.66. The District-rate therefors compares very

- favourably.

i Measles was prevalent in the distriet during the year with the result
; that 330 notificationas of Infectious Disease were roceived sgainst a total
j of 65 in 1960. Only 7 notifications of Scarlet Fsver were received during

the year. I de not believe that t. iz figure reflects the mumber of craes
which occurred but rather indicates the very minor character of the illness
~ in recent years, where any rash is so transitory that it is overlocked,
f being looked upon as simple sore throsts leading to cases.

During the year goed rrogress hes bson made with the various water
schemes being undertaken by the Council. These should in dus course lead
> to a stabliging of the population as it will be ncted that in spite of
a2 high birth rate and a low death rate, the population tends to diminish,
which indicates a trend in movement of the population cut of the Rural
Area. Given water, and subsequently whore are practicable, sewerage facilities,
in other words the basic amenitics of life teday, the drift awey from the
Bural Arezs may stopy particulerly if improvoments in housing follow the
provision of the besic smenilties.

i From a study of the section which deals with Housing Conditions on

page 17 of this report, it will bs appreciated that there is scope for
congiderable improvement. Improvement grants help materially in this
direction and there is a real place for them, but I believe that many houses
are improved by means of grants which would bhave been far better replaced

by new houses. I feel that where there is a doubt as to whether &
sub-gtandard house Jjustifics improving but it would gqualify for the mawximum grant
if icprovod, the Law should bo anondod o give thoe ownor tho opportunity
o Teceiving an egual amount or grant towards the cost of a new acuse

if, instead of patohing up the old, he elected to demclish and rebuild.

Such & course would surely be good long term economy in the country as a
whole.

My therks are due to Mr. Saunders and the staff of the Health
* Department for their willing help at all times, and for providing most of
Bection C of this Report, and to Mr. Shaw for providing information on the
position of the Water Supply Schemes at 3lst Decomber, being the remainder
of Seotion C3 and to the County Medical Officer of Health for allowing
me to publish the informetion in Section B.

I heve the honour tc be

Tour obedicnt Servent,

WILLIAL HALL

Yedicel Officer of Hoalth.



SECTICH

GEVERAL AND LOCAL STATISTICS,

1061,

VITAL STATISTICS FOR EVGLAND AND WALES,

Birth=rate 17.4
8till Birth-rate 18,7
Infant Morfality Rate 21,4
Koo-Natal Mortality Rate 15.5
Perinatal Hortelity Rate 32.2
Death-rate 12,0

VITAL STATISTICS FOR COUNTY OF SALOE.

Birth-rate I[Etandar&iﬁﬁd.} 18.10
8ti11 birth Rate 21.36
Infant Mortality Rate 2.1l
Neo-Natal Mortality Rate 15.90
Perinatal lortality Ratc 34.36
Death-rate (Standardised) 11,66

STATISTICS FOR TUTLOW RIRAL DISTRIOT.

hirea (in acrea) 112,823
Registrar-General's cstimate of the
population (mid 1961) 13,390
Wumber of inhsbitable houses at 31.12.561 4,320
Rateable Value of the District £116,550
Estimated product of ld. Hate E455
Live Birthsi K. F. Total
Legitimate 112 58 200
Illegitimato 2 5 i

104 93 207

Illegitimate live Birthe zs % of -
Totel live Births w 3.4%

Live Birth-rate per 1,000 of the
population = Crude 15,46

S+ill Birthss K. F.  Total
Logitimate 2 2 4
T1legitimate i} - 1
3 2 5

8till Birth-rate per 1,000 total birthe = 23,56

Doaths of Infants under one year of age — Number of deaths Hate per 1,000

live birtha

Ea} A1l infents per 1,000 total livebirths 1 A, -
b} Legitimate infants per 1,000

legitimate birtha - 1 5.00
(c) Illegitimate infents per 1,000

illegitimate births - -
d) Deaths of Infants under 4 wecks 1 4.83
gu Deaths of Infants undor 1 weeck X 4.83
f) Perinatal Mortality Bate 28,30 per 1,000 total live and

stillbirths

Katernal Merxtalityr= NIL.

M, F. Total
Deaths T8 .. b6 144
Death rate por 1,000 of the population = Crude 10.7T5
L Standardised 10.11




Population:

The Regisfirar-General's estimated figure of the population in the
Rural District at the 30th June, 1961 waz 13,390, This was 250 loss than
the estimated figure for the provious year.

Births:

Live births mumbercd 207 (Legitimate - 200, Illegitimate — T}
giving a 'Crude' birthrate of 15.46, Aprlying the comparability
frotor of 1.15 the correccted birth rate bocemes 17.78.

Still Birthe:

There wore five still births and this gives a still birth rate of
23,56 against the rate for the Country as & whole which is 18.87. The
figures upon which the &till birth-rate is calculated are soc small thaot
the rato hee little simmificance espocielly when regard is paid to the
following paragraph,

Denths of Infants under one yoar of age.

Ona death was roported of a child under the aze of one yesr. The
Infantile Mortality Rate is thercforc, 4.83. Tha Infantile Kortality
Rate for the Country is 21.4.

Deaths:

The total numbor of deaths rogistered was 144 (male 78, femals 66),
an incresse of 10 on fthe previous yeer. This gives & '"Crude' IDeath-rate
of 10.75 wher the comparability facter of 0.94 is applied the comparable

desth rate becomes 10,11, Figures showing the chicl couses of deaths
will be found &t the end of the Report.

Natural Increase of Population.

The mumber of livc birt = exceeds the total numbor of deaths by 63.




SECTIN B,

Fersonal Eealth Services.

These Services are provided by the County Council undsr the autherity
of the National Health Service Act, 1946.

Care of Mothors and Young Childrent

(a) Child Welfarc Centres.

Child Welfare Centres arc provided in Iudlow and Clecbury Mortimer and
are held as followst-

Cliftonwille, Dinham, Ludlow. : Every Yonday.

Bagt fomlot-Hall, Iudlow, t Every Thursday.

Parish Hnll, Clecobury Mortimer H lst and 3rd Vodnesdays in
sach menth.

Mt¥andances ot these Wielfarc Centres during 1961 wore ns followss=

——— = ———m——

|}‘rl'..;1fa:|:-: Contre { Kode firet attendance | Total |Total :
, | whon under 1 yeer Ceses | Attendances
frs o TN P . z S — i
| Tdlow (Dinkam) 93 212 1,159
i Ludlow (Bost Hamlot) 41 85 554
i Cleobury Mortimer I 37 140 895

An ante-netal elinic i also held at the Iudlow Child Welfare Centre
evory Mondey, being conducted by one of the County Couneil's Assistant
Eedigal Qfficers. The Iudlow District Nurse-Midwivea hold their ovm ante—
netal ¢linde ot the Centre on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday afternoons each
month.

It is impossible to give any indieation in the table above of how many
of the children sttonding the Ludlow Centre are children from the Rural
Digtrict, and cno pust ascume that the mejority =re from the Borough.

(t) Care of Unmarried Mothors and Illogitimato Children,

A Moral Yelfare Werlor employed by the Hereford Diocesan Association
to whom an anmuel grant is pald Ly the Gounty Council, is based in Tudlow
and works throughout the Rural Distriet. The Worker concornad is Misa
G. Leslie of 17, Steventon Wew Road, Ludlow. (Tcl., Ho. Ludlow 257).

Tos County Council also mekes substantial’ grants to two Mother and
Baty Homes effiliatud to the Lichfield THocese, btuf within the Cownty, fo
which cases from auy Uounty District may be admittod.

The County Council haos contractusl arrangements with Horefordshira
for tho adpission of cases to the Hereford lother and Esby Home.

(c) Distribution of Welfare Foods.

People living in Judlow Rural IMatrict normelly obtein Hotional
Welfare Foods (Vationsl Drded Milk, Orange Juice, Codliver 0il and
Vitamin Tablots) a2t the County Councils Welfars Centre, Dinham, Ludlow
on Monday, Wedneadsny, Friday and Saturday mernings. For those people
living some distance from Ludlow arrangements exist whercby Netional
Vielfere Foods are distributed by Veluntary Werkers from Distribution
points in the fellowing districts:— Cleec Hill, Clec 3t. Margaret,
Cleobury Mortimer, Craven Arms and Mumslow.

Miduifery.

The County Council empley a total of eleven midwives in the Ludlow
Rural District. ide




and two of this number alsoc cperate in the Borough. Throughout
the whole area they undertake district nursing as well as midwifery
duties .

The following table gives details of the midwifery work carried
out by these midwives during 1961:-

Hursing District f Total | Total Domiciliary Attendances on |
iConfinemente | Vigits | Discharged '
‘ j | Institutional
i | | Lases o)
! ; | Cages Visits
-------- T —— r —— .1:_ i
Burford 9 ' 234 4 20 !
| :
Church Siretton 24 | £59 | 22 76
Clee Hill* R | 292 s 6
Cleobury Moytimer 17 ' 469 o 66
{
Craven Arms I 19 : 503 b9 53
Ludlow f 37 i 973 | 27 eeslas
Imnslow |__ag -' 347 i 13 e ||
, | : 1
i 245 i 40 !
i

Cgniza St . ¥iltorough | 9

(*Covered by Nurse for Burford Area).

e S |
-cimms

The Fursing Districts comprising groups of parishes, do not conform
to the Rural District Boundary and the figures given above therefore
in some cases (Church Stretton and Luﬂlnwg?iill ineluds many cases from
outgide the Ludlow Rural District.

Health Visiting.

Twe full—time Health Visitors ara employed by the County Council
in the Ludlow Rural District and one of thess (lises G.L. Ward) who is
based in Ludlow also undertakes health wisitine in the Borough.

Home Nursing .

A= statad above the midwives empleyed by the County Council in the
Rural District undertsbke the home nursing duties.

Only in the Jovough of Ludlow itself does the County Council employ
a Fome Surse solo!y to undertaks thege duties.

Capaa atlended und visits made during 1961 were as follows:-

| Mursing District | _ Home Mursing Cases | Visits |
Burford : 29 4 510

' Church Stretton i 369 : 5781

I Clee Hillw | 28 153
Clecbury Mortimer ; 94 ' 1566
Craven airms E 103 ; 2181
Ludlow i 132 : 3593
Munslow E 56 ! 651
Stoke St. Milborough : 43 _: Lo e

(# Covered by Nurse for Burfaﬁ._lraa_]‘:m
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Anbulance Service.

The Central dmbulance Station is in Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury
(Tel. No. Shrewsbury 6331).

There is a local dnmbulgnee Depot in Imdlow where three ambulances
and one dual purpose vehicle are based.

Drivers ere on call and can be called ocut at any time during the
day or night .

Cne dural purpose wehicle is kept at a garage in Craven Arms for
local conveniences.

: During 17961 these five wehicles made 3,250 journeys carrying
8,482 perisnts a total distance of 142,965 miles.

avrrangeucnls for ealling out ambulances are normally made through
doctors sl Lospitals but in emergency calls from anyone are put through
to the T=utral anbulance Station and appropriate arrangements made.

Preventicr of illnsss, Care and After-Care. L

{z) 211 Lome hurses and midwives hold a small supply of minor
artieles of mursing equipment such as hot water bottles, air rings, bed
pans aad foediig cups, for loan tou patients being nurged st home.

.u' The troatment of tuberculosis falls to Regional Hospital Boards
to prouide in tho way of Sanatoria and Cheet Clinics, but the preventive
aut ~flar gpre side of the work is shared between the Eospital Boards
and foaal Health Authorities. The County Council for their share
provide open—air Shelters where required. They aleo join with
Regional Bourds in mnking from time to time local arrangsments for Mass
Minipture Rediogeapny Burveys, and through their Health Vieitors
undertake = considerable amount of follow-up work with patients.

Extra nourishment may in necessitous cases be provided.

{c¢) Arrangements are made under this section for the convalescence
of persons not requiring special mediecal or nursing care.

(d) Through their Hental Welfare Officers and Health Visitors the
County Council are res,onsible for the supervision in their osm homes
of mentally handiecapped persons and also for helping general medical
ractitioners to secure hospital treatment for those persons who become
mentally unbalianced .

Demeatds Hely,

Cha denndy Ceouneil drovides a fairly comprehensive Domestic Halp
Seywion theoel sreonah offloss . h

Tl peaghos cact of this area is served from the Ludlow Homa Halp
Offics whash 40 vien on Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternccns. &
small socticn in the nerth, however, is served from the Church Stretton
Home Help Office which opens on Mondey morhlngs and Thursday afterncons .

During the year ended 3lst December, 1961, the services of the
County Council's Home Helps directed from the Ludlow Office wers made
available in TO homes in the Borough and Rural District. In 60 cases
the help was provided for the benefit of agsd and chrenic sick persomns, 1
in seven cascs halp was needed on account of tomporary illness and in a
further three homes domiciliary confinements had ocourred.

o I —.



Hospital Service

In addition to the Services provided by the County Council

under the provisions of the NHational Health Service Act, the Hospital
and Specialist Services provided by the Birmingham Regional

fospital Board must be briefly mentioned.

3 The District is served principelly by the hospitzls under the
Ho. 15 Hospital Management Committee centred at the Royal Salop
roary, Shrewsbury. The Ludlow and Distriet Hospital and East
et Hospital serve local neods and Specialist Clinics or Out-

i .
Clinic or Out-Patient |  Bact Hemlet  |Ludlow & District \Consultant
Session : Hospital | Hospital
Orthopaedic 'end & 4th Mondays
130 pame = 3:30 pemal
j
Dbetetric & ednesdaye
Gynaecological - 2 pems Br.S.Burke
Surgicel - Eedneadﬁy e, J.A.Baty
| 2.0
' v
Mm - nﬁ,ﬂ.}rﬂ El3‘0 P.m. Ih‘-ﬁ.ﬁ-f.
ednesday Boughton.
fortnightly Do W D
0 a.m, hellaca,
B.N.T. ! - Monday :
. fortnightly !LEITH. Omen
! 1,30 p.m. |
Pasdiatric - Taird Tuesday |2z, J.C. l
| in month {Hacaulay.
! ILE DaEle
]
Psychiatric ! - Thursdeys Ir. M. J.
| 2.0 p.m. Brocies. l
|
Radio Thera l - 1st Saturdsy Dr, E.d.
2 ! in month 10.30 Richardson.
[BaTe i il |

The Fublie Health Laboratory at the Royal Salop
‘extensively used for the bactericlogical cxamination of water,

1o8=0Tenn .

acilities .

the Child Welfare Centrs, Dinham, Ludlow . :
ded by the Regional Fospital Board it is for comvenience held at

ounty Councils Centre .

Cases from the District are admitted to the Royal
e Eye, Ear and Throat Hogpital and Copthorme Hospital,
number of Infectious Diseascs requiring hospital care under

are admitted to Monkmoor Children's Hospital.

A Chest Clinic is held on the third Tuesday in each month at 110 aae.

Although this elinic is

Salop Infirmary,
whilst a small
a pasdiatriclan

Infirmary is
milk and






SECTIOR C.

1. Water Supply Scheme.

a.g South Bastern Farishes Water Supply Scheme,
i) Contract I1.

Work on this scheme which supplies the parishes of Richards
Castle, Ludford, Ashford Carbonell and Ashford Bowdler was complated
during the jear .

ii) Contract III.

At the end of 1960 this contract had to be determined due to
eentractual difficultiss, and another contractor commenced work
in 1961 to finish off the cutstanding work. During the year under
roeview maina wers laid in the Parishes of Boraston, Fash, Burford,
Caynham, Coreley, Orests, lilson, Neen Sollars and Whitton and by
the end of the year all wains were completed, leaving only the
reservoir work outstanding. Work on the two reservcir sites at
Lea Farw, Cleobury Mortimer and Frospect Placa, Caynham was still
progressing at Decenber 3lst, 1961.

b) Western arca Water Supply Schems .
i} Contract 4.

Aftor makine comparatively slow progress during the early
months of the year, progross inproved through the year . Mains were
laid in the parishos of Proufield, Onibury, Stokesay and Stanton Lecy
and the additienal 60,000 gallon reinforced concraete reservoir at
Whitcliffe was constructed, tested and acceptoed.

ii) Contract 5.

Work continued on the reservoir site during the year and was
T5% completed in December. Work was completed on the mains in the
Munslow, Diddlebury and Culmington areas and the rising masin from
Beifton Pumping Station site to the ressrvoir site was laid and
tagtad . The work of transferring ceonneecticns frem the old
Culmington Manor Estate Supply was commenced .

¢) Joint high level fater Supply Scheme.

A public local enquiry was held by the Minister into this schense
during the year.

The water supplies have proved toc be generally satisfactory in
quality and quantity . Goenerally sampling of raw water is not
undertaken, btut the treated supylies ars sanpled regularly by the
Public Health department , details of which are given separately .
There are no plumbo sclvent supplies in the district. Details
of the numbers of houses fed from public sup lies are as given in
the appendix hereto .

Drainage works have not made much progress. The Craven arus

Sewerage and Sewaga Schome is urgently required, and 1t ie
confidently hoped tc have the scheme out to tender in 1962.

=11=
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Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.
{a] Water Supplies.,
Purity of Supplies.

The undermentioned samples were taken for bacteriological
examination from public supplies in the area.

Source Total No. Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
of Samples

Birmingham Aqueduct

Bitterlay

Burford

Cleo Hill

Clee St. Margaret (Council
houges. )

Clee St. Margaret = Well

Cleobury Mortimer

Corelay

Craven Arus

Culmington

Diddlabury

Hope Bowdlar

Longville-in-the-Dale

Hiddleton

lunalow

Onituary

8t. Milburgha's Wall

Ticklerton

Wall-under~Heywood

1 1 =1 - HER o

ot W1 0t e o ot S e o o =3 AT —T AT e
et ok =3 1 s P L L e s e ORATT R 1 AT e g

LIS |

Totals 2} 1

o
=]
=

In mddition, the following samples were taken from a prospective public
supply .

Source Fo. of sanples  Satisfactory Unsatisfactory

Bushbury (¥ew bors) 3 8} 3

The samples taken from the bore showed only slight pollution. It
is possitle that thiszs will be cleared with further punping.

Gensrally the public supplies were of satisfactory quality. The
pollution at Clee S5t. Hargarct was usually only slight. Remedial
measuras which were carried out were not entiroly satisfactory.
Fortunately, howevar, it will be possible to do away with this supply
in the falrly near future when mains ccme to the area. The sama
applies to Ticklerton where the supply will b incorgporated in the
Council's comprehensive schame.

Of eighty=four samples taken frou private supplies only fourteen
were satisfactory . This indicatos the gonerally unsatisfactory state
of private supplies in the areca.

Huch progress was made on the Western irea and South Eastorn
Parishes Water Supply Schones during the year. 43 a result many wore
houses now have maines water piped insgide.

() Drainage, Sewerage and Sewage Disposal .

Ashfo Carbonell .

During the year two more closets were converted to water closets
with tho Counsil®s grant aid (£25 per conversicn). Othars wero

.



converted without grxaut. Wow only a few clreets remain to be dealt
with. In one case the ommer/occupier 15 aged and in ill health;
in ancther an improvement grant scheme iz belng considered.

The Shreopshire Education Authority have recently prepared a
scheme for the comvarsion of closets at the village school. The
work will be carried out shortly.

Clea Hill .

& further nine closets wers converted during the year with grant
aid . As at Ashford others were converted without grant. BSome
ovnmors have sulwitted improvement grant schemes whiech have included

conversioas . Some closets still remain to be converted and further
work will be done this year .

Private Drainage.

Little trouble was caused by private drainage during the year;
but this does hot mean that sll is satisfactory. However, at two
gehools and a nursing home there was some nuisance . This ie a fairly
common trouble these days. It arises usually from a small and out
of date digposal plant, originally designed for a small number of persons,
being groasly overloaded with altered use. Allied to this is often
lack of maintenance. On ocecasions nething is done until something
goes wrong. In the cases menticned the owmers have been recommended
to reconstruct their plants.

Where thers is a diacharge to a river scme control will in dus
course be exercised under the Rivers (Prevention of Follution) Act,
1961 . :

(e} Refuse Collection and Disposal .

A new collection system was started in January, 1961 using two
vehicles; the existing 1956 matinfﬁaglﬂ Compressmore and g new
Shelvoke and Drewry Fore and Aft Tipper with Fowerpress. The new
gervice provided for the following collections; Cleobury Mortimer
and Creven Arms four collections every five weeks and the rest of the
district ene collection every fortnight . :

A survey was carried out in the Summer. 48 a result of this
gurvey it waz found pogssible to alter and improve tha serviee in
the following way .

El} Cleohuiry Mortimer and Craven Arms = Weekly collectionm.
2) Elsowhere = Fortnightly ocolleetion.

E}% All collecticns on the same day of the wesk throughout.
4) Reduction from & days to 5 days week with alteration of
many rounds to give a reduced overall mileage with

congequent saving in cost.
(5) Alteration of rounds to cut out overtime working.

Following approval by the Fublic Health Committee the new service
wasg started early in September . It has been working satisfactorily
and is a great improvement on the previous arrangements.

Five tips are used for refuse disposal. They are situated at
Cleobury Mortimer, West EKnowle negr Craven Arms, Onibury Lane,
Weathope and Woofferton .

Early in 1961 the Council received notice to quit the Woofferton
Tip. However, following negotiaticns, the notice was not enforeced
and the Council hawve now purchesed the land.

e

Levelling and covering of refuse has been carried out at all the
tips during the year. The material most used for ecovering has heen
quarry waste from Clee Hill. In addition free covering material, such
as soil from road widening schemes, has sometimes been available from




the Salop County Council and from contractors. As spreading of
covering material is normally done by hand it is not easy to accept
large quantities at one time.

Ln_arvalling with a bulldozer has been carried out as necessary .
For this purpose a machine has been hired for short pericds. If
the Council owned a tractor/dozer, tip maintenance could be carried

out more effectively. A suitable secondhand machine of this sort
would cost about ETHO.

Regular trostments have becn carried out o control rats, and
during the Summer, flies. Rat and fly contrel would be mads easier
by more 'controlled' tipping such as would be possible with the use
of & tulldozer.

Towurds the end of the year many mechanical and electrical
troubles were exparienced with the Austin/Bagle vehicle . From our
recent experience with this vehicle, which is now in its sixth year,
it is considered that it should be replaced by a new one as soon
as possible .

The Shelvoke and Drewry machine has now been in use just over a
year. It has given guod trouble-fres service. One excellent feature
of this machine is that it is fully guaranteed (sxcept for the engine)
for three years. During this poriod the makers engineer from their
Birmingham depot makes regular inspections. He then makes any
replacements and carries out any routine adjustments which are beyond
the capability of the driver.

(d) Rodent Control.

The rodant contrel service was paintained as in previous years.
In the Ludlow Rural District 7O contracte were held on the 31lst
December 4 1961. The total value of these contracts was £548. This
is the highest figure for 5 years. About a quarter of the area, in
the South East and North West, was surveyed during the year. Several
gevere infestations were found. These were dealt with promptly and
gpread of vermin prevented.

Some new contracts wers signed towards the end of the year.
This was due to a private contractor going out of businesa. Elght
gingle tremtments were carried out. The value of these treoatments
was £27.

In addition to working in the Rural District the operative,
¥r. F. Moar, haz also done work in the Church Stretton Urban Distrioct.
This arrangsment has now been in forece for many years. Ona wael has
been worked there overy two months. This service cost the Urban
District Council £114 in 1961.

(e) Pactories and Workshops .

Thars are 79 factoriee in the district. Of these, 67 are
faotories with mechanical power and 12 without mechanical power.
Twenty=-nine visits were made during the year and three contraventions
were found.

(£) Inspecticns by the Public Health Inspsctors.

Meat inspection 194
Refuse collection and disposal 644
Houging (Public Health & Housing Aots) 293
Drainage and cleoset conversions 243
Water supplies 220
Food premises and food inspection 172
House allocation 105
Moveable dwellings 98
Infeotious diseasss 14
Factories and workshops 29
Migeellaneous a7

Total mi

=15~



In addition to this 1003 visits were made for tha Church
Stretton Urban District Council.

Humbar of informal notices served 118
flumber of statutory notices served HIL

(There were, of course, many statutory notices served under
the Housing dets. Farticulars of these are given on Sheet 17.)
Most of the notices, except those served late in the year, were
complied with by 3lst December, 1961.

Housing.

(4) Number of inhabitable houses, including Council Houses and business
premises, with living accommodation as at let January, 1961. 4317

Additions .

Number of houses constructed during 1561.

&a} Counecil FouBa8. cseeeesenams o
b) Privata houseB.cescnaacasas 25

Number of additional houses provided by the conversion of
older hougas 2

Number of houses brought back into use as a result of
complying with undertakings ﬁ

Deductions .

Humber of houses {lg Clozed. 25
{2) Demolished 3
Fumber of inhabitable houses, including Council heuses and
busginess premises with living accomwmodation, as at ilst

Decenber, 1961 . EEEE

Migeellaneous Datails .

&u} Nupber of Counecil houses as at 31st December, 1961. 459
b) Humber of applications for Council houses as at 3lst
Decemver, 1961. 218

(e) Wumber of defective houses made fit as a result of
informal action under the Public Health and Eouging Acts. 25

(B) House kllocation.

Houme allocation work was continued during the year. Ona hundred
and five vieits were mads to interview housging applicants and inveatigate
their living conditions . Many applicants live outazide the Bural
Digtrict. These persons were visited by officers of other Authorities.

During the year 1T dwellings were allocated by the Tenancies Committes.

These dwellings had become vacant as a result of removals. Some
difficulty was experienced in finding new tenants for a vacancy at
Richards Cestle and also at Abdon. In addiftion to allocating the
houses mentioned abeve the Committee also agreed several transfers.
The waiting liet was reviewed at the end of the year . The following
figures resulted.

Bunmber of applicaticns for houses 157
Number of applications for old peoplas
dwellings 61

Totalsssass iﬂ'

These figures show that 2T/ of the ap, lications are for old peoples
dwellings; a substantial proportion. There is no doubt that the
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demand, and the need, for old peoples dwellings is increasing and
will still further increase as the years pass. There will anlsoc be
a need for many houses and old peoples dwellings teo assist in getting
rid of the unfit houses in the district; houses which requirs
demolition or closure . This will apply whether the Council use the
direct method of moving people from the unfit houses to new, or the
indirect method of moving people from sub-standard houses to new and
people from the condemned houses to the sub-standard.

Housing Conditions .

In the recently published 1960 Annual Report of the County
Medical Officer of Health, criticism was made of general housing and
sanitary conditions in the rural areas of Shropshire. These
comments apply to this distriet in common with others. To repeat
some figures given in my last Annual Report produced after the
completion of the Housing Survey. Of 608 houses surveyed 185
required demolition or closure. TFurther consideration was needed
in another 62 cases if repairs and improvements were not carried out.
Pour hundred and ninety three houses had unsatisfactory drainsge or
no drainage at all. i.e. Nearly five-sixths. Only about cne=third
(217) bad a water supply piped into the house. This Council has
mada excellent progress latiterly in the supply of mains water. But
it will only be economically possible to provide sewerage schemes
in the villages. Therefore, as regards drainage; conditions at most
of the 493 houses mentioned are not likely to be improved.

0f course thera are many other houses in the district with
unsatisfactory drainsge; ceortainly a very great many with drainage
quite incapable of coling satisfactorily with the discharge from
baths and water c¢losets. Thig means that, even with mains water
avallable, many houses will not be able to have water closets and
baths, unless they alsc have new drainage schemes,

In the past, baths and water olessts have been regarded as
luxuriess; now they are coming to be regarded by most pecple as
eggentiala. It is possible that in tho not teo distant future they
pay be ineluded by the Government as essontial parts of the standard
for a fit house.

Improvements to housing, drainage and sewerage usually follow
on naturally after the provision of maine water. It is hoped that
this will prove o be the position in this district.

{ﬂ) deticr under the Houging acts.

The following is a summary of statutory action taken during the
year regarding urfit houses.

Number of houses closed under the terms of Closing Orders 5

Fumber of houses closed under the terms of Undertekings given 4
by ovmers 15
Fumber of houses demclished

Fumber of houses uade fit and undertalings or orders revoked &

Fumber of Demolition Orders changed to Closing Orders 2
Informal Action.

Wumber of houses made fit as a result of Informal Action 25

(D) Moveable Diellings,

At 31pt December, 1961 there were 90 licenoed caravans on sites in the
dimstriet. In all 22 licences were issued coverisg 37 rosidential m_:ﬂ, 243
holiday caravans. Many of the licences were iaau:_ad subject to cnnd:.tﬁr:a;
prineipally as to carrying out works to give compliance with the Euun: 4 E‘Jm
gtandards. With new sites & usuazl condition is that ::armrm:s ara net to
used on the site until the necessary works are completed. [lost of the .
sites are for holiday and weekend use. It is probablas that, with the vus
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number of caravans being produced and the desire on the part of tewn
dwellers to come to the country, many more caravans will come to the
district over the next few years.

There appears to be considerable igncrance among weekend users about
the caravan liceneing laws. Unless the caravan is placed on a licensed
site, much work for the public health inspectors is entailed in finding
out about them. A point of importance here is that it is the occupler
of the land and nct the occupier of the caraven who has to obtain a
licence.

The largest site being developed is that at Mawley, near Cleobury
Yortimer, where the Council granted a licence for 18 residential and
132 holidey caravana. Work is proceeding on this site and it ie
understood that the omer hopss to have it in uss for the 1962 season,

Inspecticn and Supervision of Focds

{2) Meat Inspection.

During the yoar one slaughterhouse — thet at Clecbury Mortimer - was
closod voluntarily by the owner. This loft only two in use. The remaining
suall slaughterbouse at Hunslow went out of use at the end of the year when
the new construction rogulaticns came fully into cifoct.

Therefore, for 1962, the only slaughterhouse in the district will be
the Skropshire Fatstock Society Abattoir at Craven irms.

The number of animals slaughtcred and inspected during the year was
91,786, This figure is approximately the seme ess for 1960. It weould
goem that throughput at the Craven Arms Abatioir hes now reached ita
peak unless extensive altersations and extensions are carried out.

Such extensions sre planned. If they are to be cerried out, and
throughput thereby tremendously luacressed as forecsst by the Society,
thought will soon kave to be given to the appointment of another meat
inapector.

Sundey work continued durint most of the year. This was deapite
assurances by the Society that it would coase when the chill room and
deep frecee came into use. COcocasionally slaughtering commenced at
midnight on Saturday and contimied until 1.0 p.m. on Sunday. On
other occasions slauvghtering has continued until well into the afterncon
on both Saturdsys and Sundays.

In 211 a conaiderable time was spent by the three additienal
inspectors on this extra work of safeguarding the public's meat supply.
This work is, I em sure, eppraeciated by the Council,

¥r, Eanks, who had carricd out full time meet inspection asince
1957, was replaced by dr. Walters in April. Altogether Mr. Bankas did
cxcellent work in his 3%_y¢ara sexrvice ot tho Abattoir. Heg had to do
a lot of work outsido normal hoursy; often at considerable perscnal
inconvenience. I would like to give him my thanks for all he did.

Lote in the year the Council wers asble to provide a house at
Craven Arme for the nev inspector, ¥r. \alters. There is a telephone
at the house. This has scmovhat cased the problem of coping with
inspection at irrozular heurs.

Fall time mest inspection eppeals only to a minority of
inspectors. I&r. Walters is such a one and has settled down well in
hig new job.

Az is kmowm there is a special Government grent for the inspection
of =20 cellod "export" mest, l.s. meat going out of the dietrict. This
is paid by the Ministry of Agrioulture, Fisheriee and Food. Iuring
the finaneial year 1960-81 this, for the first time, zmounted to over
£1,000. 1t is likely that this grugt arrangoment will, in the fairly
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near future, be replaced by a syster under which the Council will be

able to charge the slaughterhouse ovmers & fee for overy animal
inspected.

It is understood that the details of this new schene, and other

matters desling with meat inspection, are boing discussed by the
Ministry with various interestcd bodies a2t the present time.

It will be romembered that in 1960, as a result of strong pressure
from the Couneil, improved arrangemonts were made at the Craven Arms

Abattoir for the etoraze and romoval of slaughterhouss waste. At
that time a side loading refuse collection vekiele was brought inte
use,.

In 1561 these improved arrengements wore scrapped. it is
inderatood that this was done largely because the weste was semt to
enother disposal plant whore the refusse collection vehicle could
not be conveniontly emptied.

The presont arrangements are that the waste iz stered in
covarad bina similar to househeld rofuse bins.  Those bing ere
transported by lorry to tho disposal works. Largo numbers of small
bina are not so essily cleansed and eterilised =zs cne large purpose
made container. Already trouble has developed over failure to
cleanse and this mattor is being watched carefully,

Animals Slaughtered & Carcascs Inspected in 1961,

Cattle Cows Calves Sheep Figs Totals

(Excluding

Cows).
Numbers killod 6283 1819 6059 54580 23045 91786
Yumbers inspectcd 6283 1619 6059 54580 23045 91786
411 diseases excopt
Ty osis & Cysticorous
Bovis, _
¥hole carcases condeomned 11 15 56 205 23
Organs or parts condemned 956 716 14 795 1241
Parcentage affoctod 16.03 40,19 1,15 1.8 5,48
Tuberculosis Only.
Whole carcases condemned - = - - 2
Organs or perta condomned 3 1 - - 429
Percentage affocted 0.05 0.06 - = 1,87
Cysticercus Fovis Only .
Whole cercasce condomnod - - - - -
Organs or perts condemned 2e 3 - - ~
Percentage affocted 0.35 0.15 - - -
Weight of meat condemncd:
1. On aceount of Tubcrculosis 5145 1ha,
2. On account of Creticcrous Bovis 1580 lbs.
3. On account of other diseasoca lbs,

! 2499 lba.

= 27 Tons, 18 Cwts., 3 1lbs. -132“1 rurnbor of Animals killed 91,786
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(b) Poultry & Turkey Inspection.

The work of renring, slaughtering and dressing poultry and turkeys
at the two large depots at The Grove continued to inercase during the
year. Over 100,000 birds erc now slaughtercd cach week and over 300
people (excluding office staff) are employed. These perscns are mainly
on the dressing and packing lincs.

One or moro visits a weck arc pade for gonorel inspoction purposes
and to inspect doteined careasos. The present inspection arrangementa
as for the country as a whole, are far from ideal. Howover, they are
considered to be the only practicable arrangements pcssible at the
prosent time. The arrangements are on the lines recommended recently
by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fishories and Food. It is hoped to
devote more time to this work in future. Fortunately the firms are
so—operative and ask for special visits on cccasions when there is
doubt as to the guelity of batches of birds arriving for slaughter.

During the year approximately 3580 birds were condcmned.
(¢) gther Poods.

Other foods were inspected chiefly in retail shops. Condemnations
werei—

General tinnod foods (mecat, fisk and fruit) 63 tins
Kippora 4 astonss

(4) Food Hygiene.
(1) Food Eyzicne Rogulations.

One hundred and seventy one visits were made to food premises during
the year. It was found that more prenises now comply with the Regulations
in all respeets., Altegethor a very worthwhile, although in some cases
glow, improvement has beon brought about a2t the food promises in the district
since the Hegulations were introduced in 1955, 8o fer it has not been
possible to carry oud regular (ssy twice :.*v:m:l:..f] inspections of all promisce.
It is hoped to improve en this in 1062,

One Court case was teken by the Salop County Council. A local bakexr
was prosccuted for selling, in the Bridgnorth Rural District, a loaf
of broad conteining o mousa.

On vieiting it wae found that the flour store had not been properly
proofod against rats and mice; alsc that flour uscd for baking was
not beinz sievod. Sieving is mot & legal requirementd.

The flour storc has slrcedy beon made good. But unless sieving ia
carried out, snd this has boen recormended, there is no certainty that
the samc thing will not happon again.

I:E:l Pood Poisoning.

Only one cesc of food poisoning was notified during the yoar. At
first this appoared to have becn caused by focd eatcn at a2 cafe oulside
the district. Imvestigations wore cerried cut by the public health
ingpector of that district but no proof was cbtained that this was so.

(3) Supcrvision of Milk Supply.

Only the ¥ilk and Deirdice (Goneral) Regulations are now administercd
by this Council. Since the begimning of the ycar tho Salop County
Coumcil haos boon the licensing authority for spcocial designations of
nilk.
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The regulations mentioned above control only the sale of

undesignated milk by retailere other than producer retailers. Little
work is now imvolwved .

{4} Ice Cream.

The number of premises registersd for the sale of ice—cream was
at 1lst December, 1961, 46. The porson who used to manufacture ice=—
erean at Craven Arcs heas moved to Churen Stretton. A=z a result of
this thore are now no manufasturers in the distriect .

All the ice oream sold is made by large roducers. Most of
thep are of natiocnal repute and the ice-cream is nearly all prepacked .
Supervision is maintained to ensure proper storage arrangements in
rofrigoretore .

S« 0eneral .

(a) Knackers Yards.

Regular visits have been paid to the two knackers yards in the
district. Conditions have been found to be gencrally satisfactory
following rebuilding of the iremises a few years ago. linor matters
requiring attention were speedily put right by the owners when thay
were approached.

One case of anthrax occurred at the Culmington Yard. Immediate
disinfection was carried out end the workers vacocinated to prevent
gpread of the diseasa.

(b) Adr Pollution.

Littla work is necessary in this distriet about air pollution.

Howevar, durine the year two complaints were received about
discharges of smoke from factories at Burford. It was found that
congiderable gquentitios of waste materials were being burned and
causing nuisance to pecile living nearby .

Theas matters were put right.

(c) National Farks and iccess to tho Countryelda act, 1949.

Saveral vizits were made during the year about cbhstructad
footpaths and misuse of footpathe and bridleways. Informal action
brought about a satisfactory settlsment in some cases.

Un ccecasions these Jjealously guarded rights of way have caused
much frietion and bad feeling between neighbours.

In such cases the mublic health inspectors have sopetimes been
able to act as arbitrators.

(4) Agriculture (Safety, Health and Welfare Provisions) Act, 1956.

Littlo work has been done under this Act during the year.
There ars over 600 farms a agricultural holdings in the distriet.
At present Local Authorities are responsible only for ensuring
that proper lavatories are available, either on the farm, or at
the workers homos if they are within reascnable distance .
Responsibility for the provision of washing arrangements resis with
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

The opinion is now held by many people that it would be
batter if these two matters, which would appear to be allied, were
dealt with by ons body; either the Loeal Autherity or the
Ministry.
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(o) New Logisglaticn .

Below iz a summary of new Aots which came into force during
the year and which have not been menticned elsewhere in this report.

Public Health Aet, 1961.

This Aot samends and alters certain provisions of tha Publie
Health Act, 1936. It is felt by meny that it might have been better
if the new Act had been incorporated with the main Aot of 1936 to
form one comprehensive measure . None of the new provisions is of
outstanding importance;  although one whiech may affeect thiz Couneil
from time to time is that which makes farm drainage a "trade affluent!.

Houging doct, 1961 .

In this Act a provision of importance, sc far as this department
is concerned, is the power given to & Local duthority under coertain
circumstances to rewoke a Demoliticn Order and substitute a Closing
Order . This power hes already been used on several occagsions .

Pactories ict, 196€1.

Thia Aet repsaled previcus Acts and is mainly a consolidating
measure -

(£f) Youth Hostels.

Thars are three youth hostels in the district owned and
controlled by the Youth Hostels Asscciation. They are situated
at Ludford, Wheathill and Wilderhope and are well patronised by
young people wishing to explore the delightful countryside of
South Shropshire . General inspections are maede from time to time.

In 1960 ecomplaints of gross overcrowding in the dormitordes
at the Ludferd Hestel were preceived. On investipation it was found
that these complaints were justified; during the height of tha
Summer season far too many young people wasre accopted in an endeawour
to meet the heavy demend .

The matter was taken up with the Association and a meeting
with the Regional Secretary arranged. Thes Association was most
co-operative and the satisfactory outcome was that in 1961 a fine
new dormitory was erected to supplement the existing onee.

General improvemonts have also been made at the hostela in
keeping with the Food Regulatious .

{:g:l Church Stretton Urban District Council.

As the Committees is aware the Departwent has provided public
henlth service and a worthwhils part of the routine surveyora service
for the Church Stretton Urban District Council during 1961. COne
inspector has been engaged almost fulltime at Church Stretton
since the middle of Februery. The work was carried cut by Mr.

L.D. Cowall for the first eight months and latterly by Mr. G.8. Hanks.
Thig has maant that, although an extre inspoactor was appointed in

the Spring, the establishment available to carry out work in the
Hural Distriect has not increased. In fact from the middle of
February tc the middle of April, when Mr. Walters commenced duties,
the astablishmant was one short .

In conclusion, I would like to express my thanks to all the
staff and workmen of my Department for the work thay have carried
out during the year. They have all worked loyally and well as &
greall happy toam.




SECTICH D,

Prevalenca of Infectious Digease.

NOTIFIABLE DISELSES.

The following cases were notified during the year ended 3lst
Dacembar, 1961 .-

Scarlat Fever - 7 Tubsreculosis (Respiratory) - 5
Keaslas - 296 Tuberculosis (Hon-Respiratory)= =
Whooping Cough - 11 Dysantery - 1
Acute Ppoumonia - 9 Erysipelas - =
Food Poisoning - 1

The total number of motifications received was 330 compared with a

total of 65 during 1960, the increase being abitributabls to the biennial
measles epidemic.

Dighthoria.

There have been no cases of this conditicn in the Distriet during
the last eighieen years.

Poliomyelitis.

No cases of Poliomyelitis were reported.
Tuberoulosis .

Five caser of Respiratory Tubereoulesisz and neo ecaszes of WNep-
Raspiratory Tubsroulosis wers notified during the wyezr, and there
wasz one death from the respiratory discase.

Particulars of the 59 cames roraining on the Tubzrculosis
Hegister on 3lst December, 1961 erae as follows:=

Respiratory Tubsrculosis Non-Hospiratory

Tubarculosis
Kale 21 9
Female 20 ﬁ%
Tutﬂli CR ] 5-1‘ 1—
CAUSES OF DEATH, 1961 .
Cause Male Female Total
Digeases of Heart & Circulatory System 27 22 49
Vagcular Logions of Nervous System 9 18 27
Malignant Diseascs 16 12 28
Bronchitis 3 1 4
Pneumonia 1 3 4
Diagbetes = - -
Hotor Vehicle Accidents 1 - 1
411 other sccidents 3 3 5
Suicide 1 1 2
Homiecids & Operations of War = = =
Reapiratory Tuberculosis 1 = i
Non=fespiratory Tuberouleosis = = o
411 other causas 16 [ g2
T‘:‘tﬂ.l!i---'t T'B‘ 56 144
Death C 11 forms)i= !
EE-OR oon Dagees (a } Daeaths Rate per 1,000 Fopulation
Ludlow Rural District = 20 f'gid
County of Salop - 557 .

0f tho 28 deaths from cancer 5 males died of cancer of the Lung or
Bronchus. Thus 17.8% of cancer deaths were due to thig form, repreaenting
a death rate of 0.37 per 1000 pan%gﬁinn.












