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ANNUAL REPORT - 1952.

To The Mayor, Aldermen & Councillors,
of the Borough of Loughborough. - -

Your Vorship, Ladies & Gentlemesn,

I have the honolr to submit herewith my 16th Annual
Report on ths health of your Eorough. s Z

A8 in previeus years, the Report includéa;infnfmgﬁiun
on the services now administered by the County GCouncil under
Part III of the National Health bervices Act 1946,

Details will be found in the body of the Report and in
the Statistical Tables of the various activities of the Health
Department, and I Will refer only to a few general points here.

: The infant mortality figure (i.e. deaths under 1 year per
1000 1ive births) was 30.1 compared with 27.6 for England &

- Wales, . The actual: -number-of deaths was 16, and of these 10

vere in children under the age of one month, and due to

causes operating.before-birth. The other 6 were due to pes-

plratory infection. Although the number of deaths is higher

than in 1954, it .was .suggested in my last Report that the

figure ssemed to be eéxceptional, and might not be repsated

this year.

On the whole the district was relatively free from
infectious diseass during the year. There was a small :
scattered outbreak of measles in the second quarter, which
however soon subsided. In the last few weeks of the yesar
there was a sudden rise in. the number of notifications,
which proved to be the beginning of an epidemic, which
however falls meinly in 1953, .

Whooping cough notifications were almost entirely in
the last gquarter of the year.

The rates for both diséases werse well below the

average of the country as a whole. There was, however, one
death from broncho~-pneumonia in a case of whooping cough, a
reminder that the disease ig not to be treated lightly. Immu-
nisation against this discase is now being employed to a con-
siderable extent, and it may be that this is the cause of the
smaller number of cases, though statistical evidence ie diffi-
cult to obtain. . "

No cases of Diphtheria occurred during the year. I
should again like to emphasise the necessity, however, for
every child to be immunised, as upon this measure depends the
continuance of our present fresdom from the disease.

The number of scarlet fever notifications (18) was less

than a half of that of the previous year.

While only five cases of poliomyelitis (infantile para-
lysis) occurred, all isolated cases, it should-be noted that
three of these have been left with s degree of residual
paralysis which will require ‘prolonged orthopaedic treatment.

In my last report I referred to some of the problems
arising from the increasing number of elderly persons in the
community. One aspect of the matter in need of urgent
solution is the provision of mors hospital accommodation for
those who, by reason of age or infirmity, are unable to give
themselves ordinary personal care. The word "hospital" is
used rather than "institutional" since the latter has
unpleasant associations in the minds of many of the older
generation. Nevertheless the type of accommodation required
is not hospital accommodation in the sense of a place where
elaborate facilities for remsdial treatment are provided,
but rather one where adequate personal attention is availsble,
with, of course, general medical supervision such as would
be available in a private house,
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GENERAL STATISTICS - 1952,

Area
Resident Population (estimated)

Fopulation according to Census of 1934

Number of inhabited houses according
: to Rate Books

Rateable Value (December 1952)
Sum represented by 1d. Rate

92141 acrea

35,360
26,9L5

10,729

£229564
£956

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS.

Total. Male., Female.

Live Births: Legitimate 512

Illegitimate 26

Still Births: 12

Deaths: L3h
Deaths.

Deaths from Puerperal Causes:

Puerperal Sepsis
Other Pusrperal Causes

Death Rate of Infants under 41 year:
All Infants per 1000 live births

Legitimate Infants pesr 1000
legitimate live births

Illegitimate Infants per 1000
1llegitimate live births

Deathe from Cancer (all ages)
Deaths from Measles (all ages)

257 255
40 16

8 4
229 205

.-T

Rate per 1000
_ﬁntag Birthe.

1.82

30.13
27.34L

76,92

67

1

Deathes from Whooping Cough (all ages)
Deathe from Diarrhoea (under 2 years)

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS.

The Registrar-General's Returns give the nmumber of births
registered, modified by Inward and Outward Residenee Transfers.
These are classifled as Live Births or Still Births,Legitimate

or Illegitimate.
the figures.

The following table gives a comparison of

Leglitimate Illegitimate
Live Birthse Male 257 Male 10
Female 255 Female 16
8till Births Male 8 Male -
Female e Females -

% Still Births of total 2.18 -

Live Birth Rate per 1000 of estimated population
8t1l1l1 Birth Rate per 1000 of estimated population

15, 21
0. 34






Ante-natal Cliniec (cont.)

1952, 1951 .

Number of women attending for the first time 85 70
Total attendances 5 ' 332 348
Fost-natal examinations 1 L
Cases referred to Dental Clinic 2 1

LO9% of cases attended bﬁ the Municipal Midwives were
supervised at the ante-natal cliniec.

child WeIfare.

The Borough has three VWelfare Centres. The largest at
Lemyngton Street serves the main area of the town, the one
at Shelthorpe serveg in particular the Shelthorpe Estate,
though there is no restriction on attendance at either Centra,
and a mother is free to choose which she prefera. The third
Centre 1s held at Hathern Village Hall, where a session is held
on the second and fourth %Wednesdays in each month. Sessions
are held at Lemyngton Street on Tuesday, -Thursday and Friday
afternoons, and at Shelthorpe on lMonday and Wednesday after-
noons.

Attendances at VWelfare Centrss. 1952. 1951.
First attendances under 1 year 413 L03
it o over -1 year : 28 16
Other attendances under 1 year 7901 7657
" " -over 1 year 7079 6747
15421 -4L,823

First attendances under 1 year represent 76.2% of the
corrected number of live births.

Dental Treatment of Mothers & Children.

A monthly Dental Inspection Clinic was held at the
Lemyngton Street Welfare Centre. At this, all children whose
mothers desired it were inspected by the dental surgeon who is
also responsible for the Education Authority's dental service.
Advice was given on the care of the teeth, and minor conser-
vative work carried out on the spot. Cases requiring more
extensive treatment were dealt with at the School Cliniec
under the arrangement with the Education Committss.

From the ante-natal clinic, patients are referred for
dental treatment to the School Clinic, unless they wish to
make arrangements with a private dentist.

The following table shews the work carried out :=-

gxpeﬂtant fe childpen
ursing under 5
Mothers.

[ & )Numbers provided with dental care: e .
Examinsd = 372
Needing treatment 2 210
Treated Z 210
Made dentally fit - 210

(b)Forms of dental treatment provided:

Extractions 8 365
Anasethetics - local o -
genaral - 95

Fillings = 91
Scalings or gum treatment - -
Silver nitrate - 212
Dressings _ - 66
Dentures provided - complete - -
part - -

Regulation plate provided - 1

6.



Attendances at Minor Ailments Clinic, etec.

1952, 1951.

Number of children referred to Clinic 17 12
Total attendances 106 270
Children referred to Eye Clinic 25 11
Children for whom spsctacles were prescribed 18 10
Home Visits by Health Visitors.
To children under 1 year:- First visits 580 52y
Re-visits . 5933 5443
To children 1 to 5 years:- Vieits 8304 8365
To expectant motheprs:- First visits . 354 354
Re-visits &07 607

e . 15775 15293
In addition a number of visits were paid for socio-
logical investigations in connection with the asdmission of
patients to hospital, etec., reflecting the widened sphere of
activity of the Health Visitors under ths National Health
Servieces Act.

Day Nurseries.

Day Nursery facilities are provided by the County
‘... Council primarily for cases where circumstances are such
that nursery accommodation is necessary on welfare grounds,
€.g. for children having only one .parent, for cases of tem—
porary illness in the home, or where the child's home
environment is unsatisfactory,

The Southfield Park Day Fursery accommodates 50 children,
approximately 15 under 13 years, snd 35 between 1% and 5 years.
Any surplus accommodation after satisfying the reguirements of
"welfare" cases, is allocated to the children of households
where both parents are at work.

Illegitimate Children.

Information on illegitimate births is exchanged with
other welfare authorities, and cases requiring assistance,
€.2. in connection with adoptions, are referred to the
Leicester Diocesan loral VWelfare Association.

Premature Infants.

A Tecord is kept of premsture children born in or
transferred to the district. For this purpose a premature
infant is defined as one weighing 54 lbs. or less at birth.

1952. 1951.

Hunber of notifications %1 35
Number surviving at end of one month 26 30
Infestation.

‘*he measures to combat infestation outlined in the
Report for 1943 have been continued during the ysar. There
ie no evidence of any undue prevalence of this condition.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT 1948.

Seection L47. Removal to suitable premises of persons in need
of care and attention.

Under this ssction the Council is enabled to apply to
8 Court of Summary Jurisdiction for an order for the removal
%o a sultable place of a person who is suffering from zrave
chronic disease, or being aged, infirm or physieally incapeci-
tated, is living in insanitary conditions and is not receiving
proper care and attention. A certificate that such action is
neceesary must be issued by the Medical Officer of Health.

Invastigations were made into a few cases during the year,
but formal action was not considered to be necessary.
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SANITARY CIRCIMSTANGCES.
DRAINAGT AND SANTTATION,

During the year under review 4 pail eloset and 2 privy
middens were converted to the water carriage system at
Hathern, leaving 109 pail closets and 17 privy middens in
uSe. Of these 6 privy middens and 36 pail closets ape
at properties subject to confirmed Clearance or Demolition
Orders and will be aholished as soon as Clearance is
permitted by the Minietry of Housing and Local Government.

Closet Accommodation at 318t Decenber,41952,

(1) Privy Middens 17. (2) Pail closets 109. (3) Water
Closets 14,436,

WATRER SIIPPLITS.
(a) Piped Supply.

The water supply of the area is derived from the
uplands of Charnwood Worest, a sparsely populated district.
The water is collected from the sources of supply of the
foodbrook and the Blackbrook, each stream having a
separate reservoir in which water iz stored. The Black-
brook is the larger, as also is the reservoir, and stands on
a higher‘altituﬂe. 20 that water gravitates therefrom to
the reservoir at Nanpantan. The water is purified by pass-
age through primary pressure filters, followed by slow sand
filtration, and finally by treatment with chloramine,thus
giving a supply of satisfactory organic quality and a high
degree of bacterial purity.

The water has no plumbo-solvent action.

29 routine samples of water for bacteriologieal examin-
ation were taken during the vear. 25 of these were from
the treated water and 4 from the raw water. All eamples
were of high bacterial purity. B8 samples (4 raw and L
treated) taken for chemical analysis were st iafactory.

Puring the year anproximately 1.36 miles of new mains
on the Ashby Road Housing Rstate were laid and a scheme
Was aporoved for a new main from Nanpantan Waterworks to
this Retate. A scheme is aleo in preparation for a new
service reservoir at Nanpantan Waterworks.

Houses. Persons.

Total nimber in Borough : 10,729 35,360

Number supplied from Main:-

(1) Direct 10,633 35,044
(2) To cutside standpipes L6 153
Number supplied from Wells 50 166

10,729 35,360

(b) Well supplies.

1 well has been closed and 1 house provided with .a
Piped maing supply in substitution. 2 samples of well
water were submitted for Racteriological examination
and were reported upon as not aatiefactory. The number
of houges relving on well supplies is 50,




DNISINFRSTATINCN AND DISINFECT ION.

Spraving with insecticides incorporating D.D.T. and
Gammexane iz the method employed againet infestation with
bed-bug. The work can be done comparatively cheaply;
the preparations are lethal in action, fairly persistent,
and cause a minimum of inconveniense to the occupants.

Constant attention ie given to the detection of
vermin during routine inspections and during the year
16 private houses and 1 Council House, on complaint frem
the Housing Maintenance Officer, were disinfasted.

#
The following tahle gives particulars
of houses disinfested for hed-bugs

of the number
during the year:-

SFRAVING :
NIMRER O®

(a) Houses. (b) Visits. (c) Treatments.

Council Houzes 3
Private Hougen La
and 44 houses were
nfectious diseage.

1 3
16 L8

L5 lots of bedding were destroyed
disinfected after the gccurrences of 1

: . MILK

REGISTRATION AND LICENSING.

DAIRIRS (other

than Dairy Farms) DEBALIRS LICENSRS.

% DISTRIBITORS.
RmeTsp- | TBTR- | PAST- | STRRIL- JACORED-] 9TPPLIL

Pl CULIN | RURISED.| ISED. |ITED. |MANTARV.

RATIONS. | meqmmn.

No: on

RTAISTTR :

RErRe el 15 i 5 2 3

FNL‘I: on i

REMTITER i :

AT 34.12.52.| 23 i 13 18 6 2 3

VILE 3AMPLING.

80 samples of milk were submitted to the Public Health
Labopatory and the results of the examinations show that
8 high degree of bacterial cleanliness, i=s maintainad.

Classification. No:.of |Satis- | Not Samples
samples. | factory. Satis- taken by
fﬁﬂ'tl}wt ﬂﬂuﬂty
Council
& 25 23 2
Designation. redited. Ti T -
Pasteurised. a2 22 =
Sterilised. 5 =

101-
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Eirth Rates, Death Rates, Analysis of Mortality, and
Casc Rotes for Cortain Infcotious Discoscs in the Yoar
1952, FProvisional figurcs bescd on Quortorly Returns.

148 smallcr
126 C,B's |towna.(Rosi-
L oughe Bagland |and Great |dent Fopu-
borough. and Towns, in- |lation
Wolcs. cluding 25,000 to
Londen.  |50,000 at
1931 Ccnsus)
Ratcs per 1,000 Home Fopulation.
Birtha:
Live Births 15,2 15.3 16,0 15,5
8%ill Birtha 0.5t 0,35 0,43 0,36
Doatha:
A1l cauacs 12,27 11,3 12.1 11,2
Typhold & Peratyphoid 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
Whooping Cough 0,03 0,00 0,00 0,00
Diphthoria 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
Tuberoulosis 05 Ou2¢ 0,28 0,22
Ihfluc nZzo : L'J;CIE- D.ﬂli- 5 E'.Cﬂ ﬂ'lm
Small Pox 0,00 0,00 0,00 04,00
Acute Foliomyolitis 0.00 0,0 0.01 00
{inc .Foliccncephalitis)
Encumonia 048 047 0,52 Ot
Notifications (Corrcctod) :
':E)"pl"niﬂ Fowor Q-DG Q.00 0,00 0,00
Paratyphoid Fovor 0,00 0,02 002 0.03
Moningecoceal Infoction 0,03 0,03 0,03 0,08
Soarlot Fovor 0,51 1.53 1.75 1.58
Whooping Cough 0,62 2461 2.7% 2,57
Erysipolas 0,08 B % T 0,15 02
Small Fox 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00
Measles 2,00 8,86 10,31 B .48
Fncurmonia 0,38 0,72 0,80 0,62
Acutc Foliomyclitis
(ine ,Polioenecphalitis )
Faralytic 0,14 0,06 0,06 0,06
Non=Faraly tic 0,00 0,08 0,006 .02
m Pdimning ﬂ.ﬂﬂ Gilﬁ ﬂ.lﬁ un
Ratcs 1|?.ﬂr, 1,000 Livo Births
Deatha:
A cnusce undor
1 yoar of ago. 3,50 27.6 31.2 25.8
Enteritia & Diarrhoca 0,0 1.1 1.5 0.5
Undcr 2 ycera of age
Rates per 1,000 Totsl (Liwve end Still) Eirths,
8111l Births 21,82 22,6 24,6 25,0 19.3
Hotifications; A
Pucrperal Prrexia 0,00 1787 23,94 10,22 30,77

22,
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HOTTFTABIE DISEASES - 1853,

Analysis of notified cases and deaths sccording to agc groups,

e
1 1 ] g
Slalala | 3144 3] 2
Diphtheria Cases &
Deaths -
Scarlet Fever Casos - = = 1321 £ 1“2 4% = = 18
Doaths =
Fneumonia Casog 1 3 ] id
Doatha [ 1 ik i . 9
Puerperal Cagos — -
Fyrexia . Deatha -
Cercbhro=- Casos i 1
Bpinal Doaths -
Favar 1
Faratyphoid Oascs -
Deaths =
Whooping Cascs | 1 | 2 [10 1 22
Cough Deaths Al =&
Meagles Cases | 1. /9 |18 ]| 40 24 1 7L
Doaths -
Ealin Fara— Cagoa gl 1 o
mrelitls |(Iytio Deatha -
and
Hon=
Enceph~ | para- | Casas -
alitis, lytie | Deaths =
Dysentery Cascs -
Deaths =
Cazag
Erysipelas p
Deaths =
24.










