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Child Welfare.

The total nuuber of attendances at the Child Welfare
Centres during the yeoar was the highest ever recorded, and
excoeds the previous highest figure of 15,760 (in 1941) by
over 2,100. This large increase was only partly due to the
ehildron from the evacuation arcas during the V weapon attacks
in the latter half of 1944.

Tha number of first attendances at the Welfarc Centres
of children under 1 year represonts B84.175 of the corrcoted
number of births, compared with 76.7% in 1943,

Attendances at Welfarc Contres. 19335, 1944,
First attendances under 1 yecar 510 566

" i over 1 year L3 30
Dtﬂar attendances under 1 year 9199 10568

o ovar 1 yoar 2%33 15%96

Attendances at Minor Ailments Clinic ste.

Number of children referred to Clinie 133 126
Total number of attendancaos 1228 876
Childron referred to Dental Clinic 23 14
Children reforred to Eye Clinic 12 i2
Children rcferrced to Cripples Galld 30 23

Home Viaita by Health Visitors.

Tho total number of visits made by tho Heoalth Visitors
would have shown an incroasc during the yoar but for the
abegeonce through illness of one of the staff for a poriod of
3 montha. The present health vieiting etaff ie barely
sufficiont to deal adequately with the work, particularly in
view of the increasing calls upon thelr time in conncction
with epecial surveys, c.g. diphthoria immunisation, visits in
connection with proposed adoptions etec. - work which quito
properly falls within the scope of their dutios.

Vieits. 1945, 194L.
Satidoon under 1 youri= g4 visits 657  6u43

Re-visits 220, 2179
To children 1=5 yocars Visits Lhe2  LL457
To axpectant mothors Firet Visits 115 130

Re~visits IE%% EE%&
Wartime Day Nurscrics.

A third wartime nursery was opened at the end of February,
and this, together with the previously existing nurseries, has
been in full ocoupation throughout the year. The nurscrics
provide 115 places for children of mothers who are in anployment

With the approach of the ond of hostilities, the guestion
hae beon raised as to the fate of the largo number of wartime
nurseries throughout the country. On the one hand thore aro
those who dizlike the vwartime nursery; who state that it is
andeairablc to take a child from tho earc of ite mother at a
tender age and to placc it in a strange environment and one¢ in
which it is oxposed, at the most susceptibleo age, to the risk
of infeetious disease. On the other hand thore are those who
would have an oven groator number of day nurseries than at tho
presont time.







It suecme, as in most arpumente of thie sort, that the
middle ccursc iz the right one. Therc 18 no question that,
Bpeaking generally, a child is better in the physical and
emotional snvironment of a good home snd looked after by its
mother, but thorse are many cases where circumstarnces are such
as to Preclude a normel home life. The mother may be a widow
or singis girl, who has to work to maintain herself and her
child. Tho family may be living in rooms or overcrowded oon—
ditions where the children have no freedom to develop their
physical and montal activities. Then therc is the grossly
incompetont mother, who is incapable of dealing with the
problaem of bringing up a famlly without assistance, or the
mother who falls ill or is expecting confincment.

The Minister of Health has suggested that, as nurscrics
become redundant for thelr present purpose of providing for the
children of workers, thoy should be offered to Local Education
Anthoritics for use as nurscery schoola. In thie capaclity they
will, however, only cater for children from 3-5 years, or at
moat from 2-5, for the wsual pechool hours. This will not covar
the problem of the child who roquirces accommodation for a
longer pericd of the day, or is under 2 years of ago.

Tho marntononce of some nuraery provision aftor the war
to deal with poace timg difficulties would prove a great boon
to the commuvity, and is indecd essgntial to tho solution of
many of tha domastie probloms mentioned abovea.

Thero has, during the war yoars, boen an increoasc in tho

numbar of illegitimato births out of proportion to the incroase
in the numbor of legitimate births,

In October 1943, tho Ministiry of Health issucd a Circular
(2866) drawing the attontion of Local Authoritics to the
probilom, and cupggusting ways in which the mothor might be
helpaed and ths wolfarg of thoe child safoguarded. It was felt
that the perscn bcat able, in the first instance, to advise
and assist tho mother of an illegitimate child was tho Health
Visitor, who, oy virtuo of hor work, was in closc touch with
the mothers in her area. loreover, the fowar persons visiting
a home the bettcr. To deal with the wider aspects of the
problem (affilintion orders, finding suitablc occupation for the
mother, or, if nocoseary, thc adoption of the child), the
asgistancc of the Leicester Dioccsan Moral Welfare Associatlon
wae onlisted.

A joint arrangoment betwoen tho City of Leicester, the
Leiccstorshire Coanty Council, Market Harborough and Loughborough
was mado to sxchange information on illegitimate births in their
regpactivo arcas, and to rofer caees to the Moral Welfare
Association, who appointed a further social worker. The
axpensas and salary of the latter arc paid by tho City and
County in equal amount, and Loughborough and larket Harborough
have agreed to contributec to the County Council's payment in
proportion to the number of illegitimate births .occurring in
thelr arocas.

The arrangement, which was previously in opcration on
a less formal basie, has continucd to work woll.

B e

In arech 194y tho Ministry of Health issued Circular 20/44
bringing to the nutice of Welfaro Anthoritios recommondations
on adminiastrative action for the care of premature infants.






*

o0 far as practicable to the area, these recoumendations
have been carried out. A necessary preliminary is the pro-
vislon of more accurate information with regard to the
ocourrence of premature births. Feor this purpose a child
weighing 5+ lbs. or less at birth is considered to be pre-
mature, and an arrangement has been made with the County
Council and the City of Leicester for the exchange of
information with regard to such births, and close liaison is
maintained with the local hospital, nursing homee and the
midwives.

The Ministry now require that records as to the survival
of premature infants should be kept.

HOTIFIARLE DISEASES. (see also table at end of report)
Diphtheria.

9 notifications of this disease were received (compared
with 21 in 1943). All were adnitted to hospital, together
with a suspecied case for chservaticn. In two cases, and in the
Bugpected case, the diaspnosis was not confirmed. There were
no deaths.

Scarlet Fever.

66 notifications of this disease wsre¢ rcceived, the
same number as in 1945. Of theee 57 were reunoved to hosplital.
In 6 cases the diagnosis was not ceonfirmed. There was one
death, but, in poneral, the disease was of a mild type.

Measles.

There wera 91 notifisatione of this disease, malnly
daring Docenber.

Ofther notifiableo diseasss called for no spooisl comment.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

The measurcs provicusly reported for stimulating the
garly immunisation of chlldron have becn coatinued during
the ysar, and the acceptancos have boen satisfactory.

Number of children immunissd under the Counszil's schome:-—

1943, o4 .
0 = § yoars Rl LT0
H = 15 yecars 209 9
O

The fall in the numbor of ¢hildron Immunised in the
5 = 15 age group i= what 18 ex,..ci.d, as all children should
have been immunisod beforoe roaching this group.

In additicn some 12% of the children in the age
group 0 — § voars wero immuoniscd privatoly.

Persontagc of child population immuniccd :=
190L7 o 1904, .
0 = 5 years 56 o4t 58.0

5 = 15 ycars 76.8 83.0







HOTIFIAELE DISEASES - 194l
Analysis of notified cases and deaths according to age groups.
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SUMMARY OF WORK CARRIED QUT.

New drains laid - - 18
Drains taken out = - 12
A unstopped and ecleansed - 33
4 ventilated and disconnected - 1
Inspection chambers built - 3
New gullies provided - i 2
Waste pipes of asinks disconnected - 2
Sink waste pipes renewsd or repaired - z6
Bink waste channels repairad - 20
New sink stones provided - 6
Bath and washbasins disconnected - 2
Drains tested by smoke,water or colour test - 5l
Water closets repaired - - 53
New water closets provided - 5
Pall closets converted to water carriape system 2
Pall closets provided - - 2
Yard surface repaired or paved - 12
Rain water conductors repaired or fixed - Bh
SBoft water cisterns cleansed - 1
Window and cords repaired - LG
Floors repaired or concreted - 2l
Dirty houses cleansed - = =
- callars s = - i
Water or sewage removed from cellars = 3
Roofs stripped and repaired - L9
Ventilators repaired - = 1
Damp walls remediled - - 2
Damp courses provided '= - -
Plaster ceilirigs repaired - 15
Plaster walls repalired - - 27
Ganeral internal and externnl defects remedied 68
Aphpite dispensed with - = -
Water service pipes repaired - 3k
Walls closed = - -
- cleansed and repalred - -
Houses connected to public sewer - 2
Damp courses repaired - - £t
CLOSET AEGGHMHEAT;DH.
Total number in distriet at end of 1944 - 1. Privies 23
2. Falls 177

3. WeGu'B 12,042
SANITARY IITSPECTION.

Total nmumher of lnspections - 10,880
i " " defectes or malisances discovered
(excluding smoke nuisances) - 3,845
i m " aomplainte recoived - 78
; it " ngtices served =
a) Formal - 10
b) Informal = 30
" " " defects remodied after serving of notiees 3680

The ahbove inspections ineclude thesc under the following headings:-
Housing inspection under Housing Act, 109326,
Inspection of drains, Factories and Bakehouscs.
Inspection of Dairies,Cowsheds,Milkshops,Tents,Vans,
and Sheds.
Slaughterhouses,0ffensive Trades,treatment of premises
for wvermin.
Markets,Meatstalls and Foodstores, other than where
meat is kept, and inspections under the ShopsAct.

e






I T ION UPERVISION OF SUPFLIES
MILK.

Total mumber of retall Purveyors on Register 39
Number of Retail Purveyors residing outside the district
Total number of producers on register including producers

who retail thedir own milk = Lz

THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) ORDERS.

1923 & 1936
Number cf Certified Tuberculin Tested Froducers in the distriet 2
Number of Aceredited Retailers in the district - - L
Number of Accredited Bottlers Licensed in the district 2
Number of Certified Tuberculin Tested Retailers residing out-
slde the district retailing in the Borough Hil
Total inspections for all purposes - - 2L7

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF MILK.

75 samples of milk have been submitted during the year for
bacteriological cxamination and 63 were recorded as satisfactory.
In the case of unsatisfactory rosults, frequent inspeetions have
been made to the farms and dairics concerned and advice given to
the farmor and dairymen.

The milk supplied to the schools in the Borough is submitted
monthly for bacteriological examination and every three months for
fat content, and the standard of the milk has reached s high level.

Ho.of samples Not satis- % Satis-

taken, Satisfactory. factory. factory
i T
1942 32 2l 3 75.0
1944 L8 L3 L 89.5
1940 39 25 L B89.7
1939 62 53 9 85.5

MEAT & FOOD CONTROL.

161 pigs were slaughtered in thc Borough slaughterhouses
during the year. These were slaughtered by local people for
their own consumpltion. 9% stone of pork was destroyed after
examination of these animals, as unfit for human consumption.
161 visits and inspections werc made.

KIMACKERS YARDS.

16 inspections werc made of the onc registered knackers yard in
the diatrict and the conditions were found at all times to be
satisfactory.

INSPECTION OF FOODSTORE3, ETC.

Number of meat stores ete. ilnapscted - - 105
x " shops,meat stalls etc. inapceted - 204
" " promises whore food (other than meat) is kept

or prepared for sale - 129

3.


















