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LONGBENTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
ARTHUR W. HAY

for the vear ended 31st December, 1960,

Fo the Charrman and Members of the

LoxGBENTON Urpax District CouxNciL,

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| have the honour to submit my report for the vear ending
the 31st December, 1960,

The population of the area has rnisen during the year by
2,030 to a new record total of 49810 persons. The increase has
taken place mainly in the new housing estates of Longbenton,
Forest Hall and W ideopen, and many of those umuxm:l have
been re-housed from Newcastle upon Tyne. In addition to the
Il-ll:]ll'-l'ti_, there is also the fact that during the year the number
of births in the district exceeded the number of deaths by 545.

Infectious disease continues to decline and once again there
were no cases of diphtheria, poliomvelitis, tr}llmi{l or smallpox.
COnly 8 cases of dvsentery were reported, which compares favour-
ably with 15 the vear before and 39 two vears ago. Only four
vears ago there was a total of 113 cases of dysentery in the
district and it is pleasing to see that all the work the Public
Health Inspectors have done during the past few vears, n-
vestigating thns disease and collecting bacteriological specimens,
1s having such good effect. It 15 gratifving to report that the
mfantile mortahty in the district during the vear was only 17,
winch 1s less than the national average and a distinet I Prove-
ment on last yvear when the igure was 27, It should be remem-
hered that as recently as 1940, the figure for the district was
85.7

The main cause of death in the district was once again
discases of the heart and circulation and, although coronary
thrombosis was one of the mam causes, the number of deaths
from it was shghtly lower than previonsly, 63 deaths being



4

repot ted as compared with 67 last year. The number of cases
of tuberculosis continues to dechne, and for the second vear
running there were no deaths from this disease.

A fair amount of time has been taken up during the vear
i dealing with Problem Families in the area. These are families
in which the wife 1s a bad manager and unable to cope with her
household duties, The house 15 usually chaotic, the children
neglected, and the husband indifferent to the apalling condi-
tions under which the family hves. These families often run
imto heavy debt through unwise spending, particularly by the
wife committing herself to hire purchase agreements, which
require too high a proportion of the weekly housekeeping money.
A Committee of medical, social and welfare workers meets
regularly to discuss wavs of helping these families and there
has been some concern over the past year at the ease with
which hire purchase facilities are given, frequently in cases
where there 1s already considerable debt. It seems that firms
who engage in door-to-door sales methods should make more
scarcling enquiries than they do at present before pressing the
woman of the house to sign a hire purchase agreement.

I would like to offer my thanks to Mr. Lockey and the
staft of the Health Department for their assistance during the
vear and also to thank the Chairman and members of the
Public Health Committee for their continued encouragement
and support.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,
A. W, HAY,
Medical Officer of Health.
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SECTION Al

STATISTICS OF SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN THE AREA

Area (in acres) ... (3,786
Registrar General's estimate ol Resident Population

mid-year 1960 . 49 810
Number of imhabited houses (31/12/60) according to

Rate Book 14, 140
Rateable Value (1/'4/61) v (431,122
Sum represented by a Penny Rate (1960/G1) £1,725

SociAL CONDITIONS,
The chief industry 1s coal mining, with the exception of
the residential area of Benton and Forest Hall.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

Male Female Total
Live Barths-— Legitimate 485 407 892
Illegitimate 1) 1) 20
495 417 912
Stull Births—Legitimate i 3 12 15
IHlegitimate = - =
3 12 15
DEATHS. 226 161 337
Comparability Factors :—
Births (.85
Deaths 1.61
Live Births per 1,000 Population ... 18.30 corrected 15.55
Still births per 1,000 Live and Still Births  16.00 " 13.60)
DEATH RATE.
The Death Rate per 1,000 of the
estimated population ... p i 7 ¥ 12.50
Rate per 1,000
DEATHS FrROM PUERPERAL CAUSES Deaths  total (Live and

Still Births)
Puerperal Sepsis - -
Other Maternal Causes 5 l .06
I .06

— m——
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DEATHS oF INFANTS UNDER 1 YEAR

OF AGE Male FFemale  Total
Legitimate Il 3 16
lllegitimate - = .

11 S5 163

DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER 4 WEEKS
OF AGE

Legitimate 1) 3 13
[llegitimate

10) 3 13

DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER 1 WEEK OF AGE
Legitimate 10) 3 13
Illegitimate -

10) ‘ 13

DEatn RATE PER 1,000 L1vE BIRTHS OF INFANTS UNDER
1 YEAR OF AGE.

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ... I
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births |
legitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births

o4
L

7
7

DEATH RaTE PER 1,000 LivE BIRTHS OF INFANTS UNDER
4 WEEKS oF AGE.
All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ... 14.25
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births 14.57
Hlegitimate Infants per 1,000 [llegitimate Live Births

DeEaTH Eate pER 1,000 LivE BIRTHS OF INFANTS UNDER 1
WEEK oF AGE

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ... 14.25
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births 14.57
Hegitimate Infants per 1,000 Tlegitimate Live Births -
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 62
Deaths from Measles (all ages)

Deaths from Whooping Cough
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CAUSES OF DEATH 1IN THE LONGBENTON AREA, 1961).

i auses uf De: 1[]1 N Males  Temales
All Causes e . 226 151
1—Tuberculosis of Respiratory System ... P
2 Other forms of Tuberculosis —
3 >yphilitic diseases s -

{ -Diphtheria..

5 - Whooping C mtgh . o
6 Meningococcal infections. ..
7 -Acute Poliomyelitis

8 —Measles

9 Other infective J.]lt] par: mllf_ (Iht'-.l‘-uf‘- s
10-—Cancer of stomach - 7 2
11 -Cancer of lung and hrunchua 13 2
12 —Cancer of hreast 5
13—Cancer of uterus ... 1
I4-—Cancer of all other sites ... 14 0
15 -Leukaemia, aleukaemia ... 2 2
16-—Diabetes ... 1
17—Vascular lesions uf NErVous sy '-tLlI'.I. 36 28
18— Coronary disease, angina e a8 25
19— Hyvpertension with heart {humw 2 4
20— Other heart disease .. 25 30
21-—0Other circulatory disease 5 S
22—Influenza i |
23— Pneumonia o 11 3
24-—Bronchitis ... ) 4
25 —0Other diseases ol I‘Phpll"eltm‘-, Sy '-'EL'EH 3 I
26 -Ulcer of stomach and duodenum §
27—Gasiritis, enteritis and diarrhoea I
28-—Nephritis and nephrosis ... 2
29— Hyperplasia of prostate . ,
30-—Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion |
31- Congenital malformations ; 2
32 Other defined and ill-defined (Ilaqu 19 13
33— Motor vehicle accidents ... 4
34— All other accidents S 3
35 -Suicide 2 g 3 |

36— Homicide and ope rations of war

There 1s no evidence of any excessive or unusual mortality
during the vyear.

I have no evidence, statistical or otherwise, that con-
ditions of occupation or environment have exercised any sig
mlmmt influence on the health or physique of adults. There

, however, evidence that the general health and physigque of
<']|i|¢|run, both of pre-school and school age, are generally
IMproving.
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FABLE SHOWING THLE INFANTILE MORTALITY RATES SINCE
THE PFPORMAIGN Ol THE LONGBENTON URBAN DISTRICT

COUNCIL IN 1935,

1935 | 1936 | 1937 1938 1939 1940 | 1941 1942 1943

78.3 | 85.22 N7.:

=

70.27 51.9 85.7 GG

51.8 1.1

1944 1945 1 1946 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 | 1950 @ 1951 | 1952

35.95 | 76.04 | 3595 | 36.68 | 43.68 | 38.87 | 31.47 | 25.80 | 38.31

— — —=x

1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 | 1959 1960

23.76 0 24.41 45.18 | 20,40 16.52 18.18 | 27.71 | 17.54

SECTION DB.

1. (¢) Public Health Officials : see page 2.

(17) (a)

(D)

fc)

()

Laboratory facilities are now available at the
(eneral Hospital, Newcastle upon Tyne.

The Ambulance Service i1s under the jurisdiction
of the Northumberland County Council. As from
the 1st November, 1932, the Ambulance Service
for Longbenton Urban District Council is centered
in Wideopen Depot which also supplies the am-
bulance needs of the South Area Northumberland
County Council,

Nursing in the home is controlled by the North-
umberland County Council.

Scaffold Hill Hospital is the only hospital in the
district. This hospital is administered by the South
[East Hospital Management Committee (Northum-
berland) on behalf of the Newcastle Regional
Hospital Board. The primary function of this
hospital is to provide accommodation for the care
of aged sick men and women and one pavilion is
set aside for convalescent cases. All infectious
disease cases for the area are accommodated at
Walkergate Hospital, Newcastle upon Tyne and
Moor Park Hospital, North Shields.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE AcT, 1948. SkcrioxN 47.

[t was

not necessary to take any action under the above

section during the year.

MATERNITY

AND CHILD WELFARE SERVICE.

This service is operated and controlled by the Northum-
berland County Council.
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SECTION (.
1. WAYER SUPPLY.

(1) The water sup ply for the area during the last year has
been satisfactory.  All the water for the district 1s
!'Hll:ll,i“{,"[.l hj.' the Newcastle and Gateshead Water Co.

(1)  Drainage and Secwerage—~Conditions remain the same

2. (1)  Rivers and Streams—See Senior Public Health Insp-
ector's Report.

(1)  Public Cleansing—5ee Senior Public Health Insp-
ector’'s Report.

(111) Sanitary Inspection of the Area—See Senior Public
Health Inspector’s Report.

(1) Shops and Offices —See Sentor Public Health Insp-
ector's Report,

() Camping Sies. See >enmior Public Health Insp-
ector’'s Report,

(ws) Clean Air Act, 1956 —see Senior Public Health Inspec-
tor's Report.

(vit) Swomnange Balhs and Pools - There are no swimming
baths 1n the area.

viit) Lradication of the Bed Bug -See  Semor Public
Health Inspector’'s Report.

(1x) Head Lice ~No special treatment was gn{-n
Bodv Lice No special treatment was given.

SCHOOLS.

All schools 1n the arca are provided with a sufficient and
suitable water supply from the mains supply together with a
water carriage syvstem of sanitary accommodation.  Periodical
inspections are made of all schools and particular attention paid
to those schools provided with school meals facilities, including
kitchiens

Section D.

HouvsiNGg.—5See Senior Public Health Inspector’'s Report
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SEcTioN E.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

(@)  Milk Supply—See Senior Public Health Inspector’s
Report.

(b) Meat and other Foods—See Senior Public Health In-
spector’s Report.,

(€) Aduwlieration—This service s administered by the
County Council,

(d) Chemical and Bacleriological Examination of Food—
Samples of milk and ice cream are taken for Bacterio-
logical examination by this Authority. These samples
are examined at the Public Health Laboratory.

()  Nutrition—Talks were given to voung mothers at Child
Welfare Clinics.

(f)  Shellfish (Molluscan)—There are no shellfish beds or
layings in this area. Shellfish is rarely sold in this area.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL. OVER, INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES.

The following table gives the numbers and age groups of
the cases of Inlections Discases notified during the year :(—

I
- | - e
-
2 |
" "_‘__,:_'
— al O =
Lo - i I
& R
— | — -
L [T =0 I - —
sl ol O | —_—
- g O
._ ]
3 oo |
P —_— e
—_—
— —_— = o
e - |
e =y " i, = 3] e -
— . : =
=3 B A
- _.r (=] r— pp— T
PR = =¥
[ A -
b Y
—_— t .
! -
— . B = =l
- — - o
= = ;
o - ] [’
o s |
7 Y | - 1 e -
x £+1 - 1 1
= 1 X
. -
- (=1
2E w TN -
C —
Ty s
—_ [ i
et b= R | -
. = |
i R il |
- — Lot
| — o —— i — — .
3 . - T = W ] — S — -
- = n = T D1 S e e o
4 LT - T — e e
LS = iy =1 o
= - ol = i
) T, AT — —_— = o 3
vl = — _— o
— 'ﬂl
= - —_— - S
-
-
o
trl
-
L
__l': 2 i
ar :"h‘ a
=] o = =
| R H = -
2 7 '_-l': =
e - Foc i
o~ - L {
== i [
e | |
| #Lﬂ*"EEU— |
Lo BEEES
[Eegs = | --'.'l—-\;r
1,.[1;3-;;;_;, =
b Bt T O R TR T
o N R L
Ko o T e e —




12

The following table shows the number ot bacteriological
specimens from the Longbenton Area examined in the Public
Health Laboratory, Newcastle, during 1960.

e i |
Fxammation Requested. Positive Negative. Total,
q |

Vincent's Angina
Diphtherna
Heamelvtic Strep.
Tuberculosis Sputa =
Lnteric and Dysentery Groups ... bb 239 ans
Clinical Specimens -—
Staphvlococcus Aureus - -

=Y 2446 | 315

PoLioMyELITIS—No cases of Paralytic Poliomyelitis were
notified.

SCARLET FEVER.—Notifications show a decrease of 35
cases ; all were of a very mild form.

PNEUMONIA.— Notifications show a decrease, 10} cases
as against 12,

MEAsSLES. —There is a very large decrease in the number of
cases notified: 10 in 1960 as against 1,221 in 1959,

WaoorInGg CovcH.—There was a decrease in the number
of cases notified, 2 as against 29 i 1959,

Foop PoisoNixG.—No cases of food poisoning were
notihed.

DyseENTERY.—There was a decrease in the number of
cases notified during the year, 8 as against 15 in 1959

VENEREAL DisEast.—Full support has been given to the
Northumberland County Council in their propaganda against
Venereal Disease. Posters have been published and handbills
distributed and full information as to the places and times of
the Clinic supplied to enquirers at this Public Health Depart-
ment.

PREVENTION oF BLINDNESs.—No cases of Ophthalmia
Neonatorum were notified during the year.

TUBERCULOSIS.—No action was necessary under the
Public Health (Tuberculosis) Reguiations, 1935, with regard to
persons employed in the milk trade, nor in the compulsory
removal to hospital of persons suffering from Tuberculosis.
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FveercurLosts, 1961, The following Tables are self

explanatory -
NEW CASES NOTIFIED
ForMm A DEATHS
M Non

Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary

M I M I M. I M I
Under 5 vears 1
5 to 14 vears | | -
15 to 24 vears 2 2 1 | I
25 to 44 vears 3 = o — === 2
45 to 64 vears . 2 2 —_— 1 ;
65 vears and over I | —_ i
Age not known — 1

[otals 9 4 5 1 g 3% Mo

*Cases removed from register but principal cause of death not given as
Tuberculosis,

CASES TRANSFERRED INTO AREA.

MNon-
Pulmonary
e Pulmonary
M. I-. M I
Under 5 yvears
5 to 14 years I
15 1o 24 vears 2 4 2 —-
2> to 44 vears : 14 1
45 to 64 vears ... 4 - 1
G5 vears and over | -
Age not known — —_
15 14 5 —
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PARTICULARS OF TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER
as at 31st December, 1960,

| Pulmonary
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary and Non-
i Pulmonary
M. | Total M F. Total Taotal
Cases on Register
at 17160 el 312 B L (335 39 A5 L4 7249
New Cases 9 4 13 3 | i 14
Cases transferred|
into area . ...| 15 | 14 20 5 - ) 34
[ MU el
Cases Reinstated | — | l ! 1
Cases Hemowved 37 44 B 3 4 7 Y4
Cases on Register
at 31/12/60 L. 299 203 aue 413 a2 bt AL
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LONGBENTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT
aF THE
SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR

for the vear ended 31st December, 1960

T'o the Chairman and Members of the
LoxaBENTON URBaN DisTRICT COUNCIL.
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
[ beg to submit mv report for the Public Health and
Refuse Collection Departments for the vear 1960,
HovsixNg.

Details, showing the number of families re-housed during
1961 and the numbers still remaiming on the Housing Applica-
tions List, have been kindly supplied by the Housing Manager.

The following Table shows the number of houses allocated
to the various types of applicants:

PoiNTs SCHEME.

Categories A B C D& OP. ‘Total
21 2 48 3 105
OTHERS.
l.xchanges to abate overcrowding 91
slum Clearance 6o
Eviction Orders and Special Allocation ... 2
Transfer of Tenancy ... 6O

218

i e—



16

The following table shows the fluctuation of the number
of applicants for Council Houses between 1/4/49 and 1/4/60 ;—

CATEGORY * A.'
Applicants
with homes of
their own and
residing in
owvercrowdedd
conditions 282 281
CATEGORY " B.'
Applicants
without homes
of their own
and residing in
overcrowded
conditions

255

225 240 213
CATEGoRY ' C.’
Applicants
without homes
of their own
but not over-
crowded 449

451 503

CATEGORY " 1
Normal
applicants
desiring
improved hous-
INg acComimao-
dation but not
overcrowded

477 573 G615

I-IHH".I !"rﬂh

212 236 205 116

103 150 138 24

d76 446 532 465

b 740 717

582

273 H‘H lhl‘:n I'*i'."!E

98 86 55 32 39 59 50

550 484 411 183 397 353 379

431 557 604 586

=n

768

1424 IEEH

— f13%

SLUM CLEARANCE PROGRAMME,

The total re-housing from Clearance Areas confirmed
1958 was not completed in 1960. A new 5-year programme of
313 houses was approved for years 1961-1965 and 1t 15 antici-
pated 120 houses will be |1rm.’I{|t'L| in the 1961 building prog-
ramme for re-housing from Clearance Areas or Individual Unfit
Houses.

RErair oF Privatery OwNED HoOUSES.

The policy of securing repairs to private houses by informal
action has again been pursued. 74 Informal Notices were served.
in 6 instances it was necessary to serve Statutory Notices,
Specifications were prepared and tenders obtained to do the
work in default at nine properties, the total cost being
£901 10s. 4d.

Ehhd 1001 I”"‘] EI-EE

_Jloie



17

Hovsixag Acr, 1949

Applications were recetved for Discretionary Improvement
Grants to 13 houses. All were approved,

STANDARD (GRANTS.

16 applications were received. All were approved, 4 only
were L‘{H]]]‘;]t‘h':l.
ReExT AcT, 1957.

[t would appear that there 15 a considerable amount of
agreement between the landlords and tenants relative to the
carrying out of repairs as no applications were made for Certi-
ficates of Ihsrepair.

The Table below shows the number of applicants for
Certificates of Disrepair :

Applications received for Certificates of Disrepair ...

Applications for Certificates of Disrepair—refused ...

Undertakings by Landlords—accepted cer —

Certificates of Disrepair—issued

Application for cancellation of Certificates of [is-

repair e —

Certificates of Disrepair, cancelled ... iy —

Certificates of Disrepair, not cancelled cee | —
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TABLE IL
HOUSING.

TABULAR STATEMENT FOR YEAR 1960,

With State
Houses Completed during the Year Assistance Unaided | Total

By Local Authority Lihd Jon
By anv other Housine Auathority —_

By privatle persans

120 420

Total RLLN 420 S

Total number of Inhabited Houses in District, 14,190,

Tutal number of Houses owned by Local Authority 3,246,

CrosisGg axD DEsmoLiTION OF HOUSES,

A. TFormar AcTioxn,

(1} Number of houses demolished during 1960 as a
result of Clearance Schemes or other formal
action |
(Number of houses included in above which were
from pre-war conirmed Clearance Areas) —

(2) Number of houses c¢/osed but not demolished as a
result of formal action —

B. INFORMAL AcTION.

(1) Number of houses permanently discontinued as
dwellings as a result of informal action and not
imcluded above —

(2) Houses demohshed -

RECONDITIONING AND REPAIR.
Number of houses made fit during 1960 by procedure under
either Housing or Public Health Acts:
(a) As a result of Informal Action ... 105
(b) By owners as a result of statutory notice 4
(c) By Local Authority in default of owners 11
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Hovsixa (Fixaxcian Provisions) Acr, 1958,
House PurcHaseE axp Housing Acr, ]1-.159_
IMPROVEMENT GRANTS.

A, Discretionary Granis.
I. Applications submitted to Local *’;uthurlty

during year ... : 13
2. Applications rejected |‘H, ‘Local "Lllthunh
during year ... .
3. Applications approved IJ_\..-' Lucal Authority
dmlng year ... U .
4. Approximate average Grant approved per
house ... . £179-17-0
5. Total number of houses aﬁpplrnul for grant
since inception of scheme ... s 118
B. Staindard Grants. Total
T " t:.
. Number of separate houses for which grants  pate.
were made during year i 3 8

2. Number of houses so provided with—

(@) Bath or shower P S
(b) Washhand basin U
(¢) Hot water supply .1 4
(d) Water Closet o . 4 7
(¢) Food Store... .3 D
INsPECTION OF FACTORIES AND WORKPLACES.
?\:ul‘tlb{'rl Number of
H'remises on - -
Register Inspuc- | Written 1 Oc'piers
tions Notices | Pleuted
(i) Factories in which Sections| !
1, 2, 3, 4 and & arc to be en-| .
forced by Local Authority 7 10 | 1 -
(i1} Factories not included in (i) l
in which Section 7 is enforeed|
by the Local Authority 66 69 3 |
(ii1)  Other Premises in which Sec- !
tion 7 1s enforced by the
ont-worker’s premises) 15 15 2

Local Authority (excluding ‘
I
Total 855 94 |




DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES
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Number of cases in which defects

were fonnd

| Relerred

Remed- |

Number of
CASeS 1N
jwhich pro-
secutions
were insti-

ToTAl

Particulars IFound _ (To H.M. By .M.
el [ ' L | tted
|[Ihil CLor '|11:~!'- ctor
|
Want of Cleanliness !
Eadl), o A 4 . -
Overcrowding (5.2 | —--
Unreasonable temperature ' |
{=.3) Ty | —
Inadequate Ventilation : I
(5.4) | ! —
=anitar Conveniences - - |
(S.7) . ,
(al Insnthorent [ - - —
) Unsuitable or de- |
fective 4 by | 2 —_
(c) XNot separate for
SENES - —
Other Offences (not inclad-
g offences  relating to |
Homework) 7 3 4 —_
Total 14 15 4 2 —
TABLE oF (W TWORKERS.
M 0] Now, 0l Mew, ol
o, ol cases of | prosecu- instances
oneL- defanlt | tvoms for ol work [ Notices | Proscen-
sature of Work warkers | in sendd- fatliire i un- e pvieed tions,
11 ing lists Les w hiole
AN FELEVES {in =I||-|r|\. S
I.ist Council. | hsts. [premises,
Weanng Apparel
Making, etc. 2 :
|
A1 aiher
cutworkers [
L
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.
WATER SUPPLY.

[t was necessary to serve formal notice, under Section 138
of the Public Health Act, 1936 (as .umwn:h*d by Sec. 30 of the
Water Act, 1945), in one mstance only to secure repairs to the
water supply to a dwelling house within the district. Informal
procedure resulted in the restoration of a further three supplies
to dwelling houses.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF WATER.

The regular sampling of domestic water supplics through-
out the district was continued, in all some 27 samples were
taken : of these two showed signs of slight contamination but
this was only localised and check samples showed that this
had been rectified.

The number of samples submitted for bacteriological
examination, together with the results, are set out below :

No. of Coliform Bacilli Bacilli Coli
Samples per 100 m. per 100 ml.
25 Nil Nil
1 11 Nil
1 5 Nil

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION,
There are only three dry closets remaining in the district,
one is at a farm where drainage is not available and the other

two are at houses, both of which are scheduled for early Slum
Clearance.

Informal Action secured in 28 instances the necessary
repairs to defective W.C's, It was, however, necessary to serve
two statutory notices, under Section 45 of the Public Health
Act, 1936, on the owners of the property to carry out works of
repair. In all cases notices were complied with by the owners
and it was not necessary for the Council to undertake the work

default.

ASHEBINS.

Informal Action was taken for 121 defective ashbins and,
in this respect, 106 Informal Notices were served. In two in-
stances, however, it was necessary to serve Statutory Notices
under Section 75 of the Public Health Act, 1936, to secure the
provision of new bins. The Council decided that the notices
should be served upon the owners of the property and not on
the occupiers, '
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IIVERS AND STREAMS.

The dispute between the owners of the land npon which
the stream had been obstructed, reported last vear, was e
solved during the year and the matter was amicably settled,
I'he nuisance no longer exists. No lurther incidents were noted
during the vear.

Disrosar oF THE DEAD.
Scction 30 National Assistance Act, 1948,

[t was not necessary for the department to take action
this respect during the vear

Erapicatiox or VERMIN,

Complaints received with regard to the presence of vermin
Lhave now reached low level, In only one instance has there been
any evidence of the bed bug and two of flcas. There are a very
large number of complaints received of cockroaches, in all
88 Council and 44 private houses were treated. In the treat-
ment we alwavs endeavour, in the case of semi-detached or
Blocks of four, to treat the whole block and the Council agreed
that in the case of Council houses the costs should be charged
against the Housing Revenue Account. In the case of private
houses, 3/- per house 1s charged. We are hnding that 1t 1s
advisable to give a second treatment, three or four months
after the mitial treatment, so as to effectively deal with anv
cockroaches which have hatched out after the hrst treatment.

The furniture of all tenants moving into Council houses s
mspected for bed bugs and, if necessary, is sprayed with a
solution of DLIVT, in Kerosene, In all 242 visits were made,

The following table shows the number of treatments given
for both Council and private houses

{Council, Private, Total

Cockroaches e 44 132
IFurniture 112 130 .t bl
Bugs o | 1
Fleas | 1 3
Wasps ... 4 -4 b
Ided ?"rih'ltll“r':n 7 ¥
Frarwigs ... I 4 A
B3liow FFlies | |
Wil hice | |
Totals s 141 AL
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TENTS, VANS AND SHEDS.

"l.l:piic':ltiun was made for the licensing of two caravans,
Working in conjunction with the County Planning Authority,
licence was refused and an appeal made to a Magistrates’ Court.
At the same time an appeal was made on the grounds of Town
Planning, therefore, consideration by the Magistrates was
deferred. Lventually the Planning Appeal was refused and the
appeal to the Magistrates’ Court withdrawn.

Foop axp Druas Act, 1955,
Foop HYGIENE (GENERAL) REGULATIONS, 1960,
(1) Number of Food Premises in the Area ... cie 24D
(t1) Registered Premises .. 121
(¢/1) Number of inspections of registered premises ... 281

MopiLEe SHors.

There is a considerable number of mobile shops operating
throughout the district, not only on the new estates where new
shops have not yet h-(_‘lll provided, but in the whole of the
district. There appears to be a trend to purchase from the
mobile shop rather than make shopping visits. Vans are in-
spected regularly to see that the Food Hygiene Regulations
are being complied with,
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]

Axp Foop
Public Health (Meal) Regulations, 1924

[NSPECTION,

1952.

There are three lhicensed slaughterhouses in the district
where regular slaughter takes place.

CARCASES

INSPECTED

AND

CONDEMNATIONS.

Number killed
Number Inspected

ALL DISEASES EXCEPT TUBER-
CULOSIS AND CYSTICERCH
Whole carcases condemned
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned ...
Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
disease other than Tuber-
culosis and Cyvsticer::
Total weieht of meat and otfal
condemned (1bs;}.
TUuBERCcULOSIS ONLY
Whole carcases condemned
Carcases of which some part or
L]]‘}_{E.I:E Were 'l_'{]"[l{h"l'l].!ll:"l]
Percentage of the number in-
spected affected with
Tuberculosis i
Total weight of meat and offal
condemned (1hs.)

CYSTICERCOSIS

Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned

Carcases submitted to treat-
ment by refrigeration

Generalised and totally con-
demned

Percentage of Bovine Car-
cases inspected affected
‘with €. Bovis.

Total weight of meat and
offal condemned. (Ibs.|

Lattle
e, A I
Liws

1541

1541

YR

R
0.32°,

135

Iy

Linws

Sheep

Calves

l.ambs

413

a7

376 46

154 |

05l pr LM

i1 =

(1]

¢

Ll

LRLLE T

SR TN

LU

10,

1362

]'|:_;.-_. Total

il Ui B VT E (Y

2077

THH S

— 240
adb 14497
26.38% 14.05°

2146 12396

| B0 R

SR
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TABLE IV.

lFoon INSPECTION.

) Legal
Unsound Food sSur- Seized Fro-
rendered  ceedings

1. Beet (Home-Iilled) Lslones
2. Beef (Imported)
3. Mutton (Home-Killed)

4. Mutton (Imported)

5. Pork (Home-IKilled

6. Pork (Imported)...

7. Game ; : ... 1bs

8. Poultry ... Gz

9. Fish e B

10. Fruit e

11. Canned Goods .. ... Tins di

12. Bacon . .. lbs

13. Cheese ... T

14. Butter and Margarine i

15. Lard e W

16. Eggs (frozen and powdered) ,, ;
17. Flour Se i — — =
18. Sugar S g — ; e -

18. Other Foods - : it e

R

THE MILK aAND DAaIrIES REGULATIONS, 1949,

The following are the registrations now kept by the Council
under the above regulations :-

Number of persons registered as distributors ... 118
THE MiLk (SpeciaL DEsicyaTION) (Raw MILK) REGULATIONS,
1949,

Number of Dealers’ Licences to use the special
designation ' Tuberculin Tested " 1n
relation to milk sold from premises within
the district ... I

Number of Supplementary Licences to use the
special designation “Tuberculin Tested” in
relation to milk retailed within the district 5

THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (PASTEURISED AND STERILI-
sEp MiLk) REGuLATIONS, 1949

Number of Dealers’ Licences to use the special

designation ' Pasteurised ” and " T.T.
Pasteurised "' in relation to milk sold from
premises within the district 21

Number of Dealer’'s Licences to use the special
designation ** Pasteurised " in relation to
milk sold from premises within the district
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Number of Supplementary Licences to use the

special  designation  “‘Pasteurised "' and
1.7, Pasteurised " in relation to milk
retailed from premises outside the district.

Number of Dealers’ lLicences to use the special
designation ** Sterilised " in relation to
milk sold from premises within the district

Number of Supplementary Licences to use
l]h" ﬁlln'u"k.'lf th'r-l;_;lti-ll.iﬂll 'ﬁttri'lli:«rtl” in
relation to  milk  sold from premises
outside the district
BACTERIOLOGICAL ExaminaTion oF MiLK,

Samples of milk from each supply were submitted to the

Public Health Laboratory for Bacteriological

IExamination

[he following tables show the results of the sampling for

the vear.

T.T. Raw MiLK.

[}
LExamination satis- |Unsatis- | Total | Satis-
factory | factory factory
Methylene Blue Test 4 2 11 S51.8
PAsTEURISED ANXD T.T. (PASTEURISED) MILK.
[\]
l.xamination Satis- |Unsatis- | Total | Satis-
factory | factory factory
Mt'T.ll_‘u'lt‘l]l‘ Bluce Test 400 ' 42 95.2
Phosphatase Test 42 42 100
STERILISED AND T.T. (STERILISED) MILK.
L]
: : ; o | = . 18
Ioxamination Satis- | Unsatis-] Total | Satis-
factory | factory factory
Turbidity Test 16 - 16 100
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BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF IcE CREAM.

Almost all ice cream sold in the district is pre-wrapped
hard frozen. Nine samples were taken for Bacteriological
Examination and all were certified to be Provisional Grade 1.

Foop Axp DRruGs.

Particulars of samples of Food and Drugs taken in the
Urban District have been kindly provided by Mr. C. L. Arlidge,
County Weights and Measures Inspector.

The following is a list of the samples taken :—

Article No. taken Genuine  Unsalisfactory
Milk ... oo 99 (Formal) Bh 1
Milk ... oo 22 (Informal) 22 .
Other samples... 86 (Formal) S6 e
Other samples... 25 (Informal) 25 =
191 1

There were 23 samples of Milk taken at Schools and one
other sample taken at a School Kitchen.

COLLECTION AXD Disrosal oF House REFUSE,

The aim of the Council to collect each bin once per week
and others three times per fortnight, or twice per week, has
been maintained throughout the year. During the latter part
of the year, however, we were able to collect from the mining
areas twice per week.

The Council have decided that the workmen should receive
the same holidays as the office staff, but in the refuse collection
department it was agreed that instead of the extra days being
taken, Boxing Day, the day following [aster \InnciM Whit
Monday, cte., time should be :l]lI:_J"u".L[i during the summer
months on Fridays when it was anticipated the refuse would
be lighter and, thereby, not reduce the force at the most in-
opportune time. This meant that an additional five days’
holiday had to be given on Fridayvs, when Christmas Day,
New Year's Day, Good Iriday, Easter Monday and Bank
Holiday Monday are added gives a total of eleven 4-day weceks
in the vear. This extra holiday was given on the understanding
that the work would not be allowed to fall behind, but it has
been noted that more recently it has been necessary occasion-
ally to work overtime the week following the 4- 1Ln week 1n
order to maintain the service necessary.

In all, some 6,735 loads of refuse were collected and disposed
ol.
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STATISTICS,

| |u'; Li 1lln]nu*'llql statistics with reference to the relase
collected. The figures are based upon the estimated population
for mid vear 196049 810 and 14,565 premises at 31/12/610).

Hovse REFUsE OXLY.

Estimated quantity removed

Approximate average weight per house

Mverage quantity per honse per annum

Average per 1,000 population per dayv (366
dlavs)

Total cost of collection (Refuse, Salvage and
Iitchen Waste)

Cost of Ihsposal

Less Income [rom Salvage, Tips, Bins, ete.
Nett Cost—Collection and I}JI.‘-EJLJ.HLI_]

Uxit CosTs.

23,572 tons
1.163 tans

3.94 cu. yds,
25.3 cwis.

127,667
17,098

134,765

13,801)

128,965

(Income from Salvage, excluding IKitchen Waste, 15 credited

to Iisposal).

Collection. Disposal.  Total,
8. i, 5 & A1 7
Gross cost per ton, labour
only 14 1 3 0 17 1
Liross cost per ton, trans-
port only 8 10 I 0 9 1
Nett cost (all expenditure) 23 1 (G 24 7
L A
Nett cost per 1L popu-
lation ... M5 J6 atad
Nett cost per 1,000 preme-
1505 e 1. BB 123 1 USs
E. B, el
Average cost per establishment 1 19 7
Average cost per head population I 7
Cost on the rates in the ¢ 1 4.7
Average cost for emptying one bin 7.18
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Disrosal oF REFUSE.

The whole of the refuse, and that of Gosforth, has been
tipped under strict controlled tipping lines in the Benton
Quarry. The tip was spraved with an insecticide at frequent
intervals so as to prevent the spread of flies, cockroaches,
crickets, ete., and 1s examined periodically for rat infestation.
[t is interesting to note that not once was anv evidence of rat
imfestation found on the tip although rat infestations were
found in property in the vicinity,

TrRADE REFUSE.

Contracts have been made with shopkeepers for an annual
charge, pavable in advance, of 13/- per bin. Traders invariably
object to paving for the removal of trade refuse but, generally,
this svstem works satisfactorily.

SALVAGE,

The table shows the amount of salvage sold during the
vear. It is noted that we have been able to increase the waste
paper from 414 tons to 320 tons, This increase has been possible
owing to our better facilities for baling paper during the latter
part of the year,

Waste Paper Rags
Tons curls. Value Tons cuwls. Value
520 163 74,310 8s. 7d. I 6 £20 6s. 2d.

PrREVENTION oF DaMaGcE BY PESTS AcT, 1949,

Regular inspections and treatment were made to the
refuse tip and sewerage disposal works, Allotments and small-
holdings in the district are kept under strict observation.
Inspections are made by the Council’s rodent operator and
co-operation has been obtained with the respective owners
where any infestation of rats has been found. We have con
tracts with a number of farmers and their premises are given
four regular services per vear, although the treatments necessary
are comparatively small, the farmers seem to be quite satisfied
in that we are keeping the premises free from large infest-
ations. Sewers in the area have been test baited where neces-
sary, although very little evidence of infestation has been
found,
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e followimg s a summary of the work carred  om
during the vear
_\‘h-\.i |:|1
No, of Properties Mo, of Mo, treated
Fvpe of Property 'roperties | Surveved Inspections by
i Ihstrict [ne. Ke- Made L.A
SUTVEY s
Local Authornity 14 A7 34 3
Husiness 1uss rh 182 il ]
: i 34 Al
e L..A | a246 L 14
HOUSES [Uhanns
Private ... I ' 135 (3249 .34
Agri- | Yotments BRI Approx 3 b il plre
cult-
ural Ohers 25 i) | 3 aa
: §minim
Fotals. .. 15344 944 EE24 254

Bodies recovered - 125 Rats and 21 Mice
ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION,

On the Ist April, 1958, the Volumetric Atmosphernic
Pollution Gauge and S0 Recorder, sited within the offices of
the Public Health Department, were brought into operation,
The table shows the maximum, minimum and average monthly
readings for smoke and S0, recorded. Whilst 1t 15 too early to
draw dehnite conclusions from these hgures it is apparent, even
at this stage, that our greatest pollution is in the drft from the
imdustral arcas Iving to the south and the minimum pollution
1= found when the wind is from the West after having passed
over what 1s virtually a green belt.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION,
MR

1 5500,
SULPHUR DIOXIDE

Micrograms per cubu Micrograms per cubic
metre metre,
MoxTn Highest | Lowest Highest | Lowest
Menrthily daily daily Monthly laily danly

Wverage.,  Average, Average.! Average. | Average. Average.

317

Jannarsy 210 Liigin el b ] 26
Februar [ 4 i3] KL N 243 g4
March |30 24400 ril] 72 14145 M
April M RIITE Rl Lo 349 ai
Mav =i 12400 4 1ibis 4% i
June 41l [ ih i i 141y 4
July (3 110 10 ' (IR 144 26
e TFLTEY (S BT 108 (3 (1% 0
Septen e L) L& i ] 154 44
Che Losloey 20} 4ati T = 2410 41
November 25 rill il 144 i pl. 4is
I 'ecember ) Al i 1425 LY s
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Fhe record of deposits for the vear ended 31st December,
1960, taken by the Scientific Department, National Coal Board,
at their Headquarters have been supplied by the courtesy of
Dr. J. Gibson, Divisional Chief Scientist, and the table set out
below shows the total deposits since 1951 and the other data
for 1960,

Year 1951 1952 1955 19534 1935 1936 19537 1958 19349 | 460
Tons per sq. mile 236 208 197 146 191 185 177 196 1539 141
Itainfall .. 19.7 inches.
In=oluble ”l*|ul:-il, 79 tons per sq. mile.
soluble Deposit o B2 tons per sq. mile.
Total Sohd Deposit ... B 5

The total deposits for the vear are the lowest ever recorded
since records were first kept in 1951 although not much better
than the 1954 figures. The insoluble deposits have been reduced
by 22¢ whereas the soluble deposits are increased on last
vear. In the figures obtained from the Volumetric Atmospheric
Pollution Gauge it will he noted that during the months of
May, June, July, August and September the hgures were
exNCe }:n:mtl]h low which does point to the fact that the smoke
15 low when domestic fires are not burning. This would appear
to be due, to some extent, to the advent of electric water
heaters whereby householders can have hot water without
coal fires and it may be construed that a large percentage of
our pollution is correspondingly from domestic fires.

CLEAN AIR AcCT, 1956.

The Council have not vet decided to take any steps as to
the formation of Smoke Control Areas as, up to date, no definite
instruction has been received as to whether or not Longbenton
is in a ** black area.”

In conclusion I would like to pay tribute to the inspectorial
«taff, Mr. . P. Bruce and Mr. N. W. Crosby, Mr. Atkinson
for work in connection with rodent and pest control and Mr,
A. G. Lister for work in the refuse collection service and the
clerical stafl of the department for their lovalty and co-
operation throughout the year,

Yours faithfully,
W. N. LOCKEY,
Sentor Public Health Inspector,









