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LONGBENTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
ARTHUR W. HAY
for the vear ended 31st December, 1959

To the Chairman and Members of the
LoxgRENTON UrpaN DisTrRICT COUNCIL.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

[ have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the
vear 1939.
VITAL STATISTICS.
POPULATION.

The population of the area again shows an increase in
number= and has rsen during the vear by 1,980 to a total
population of 47,780, The increase is mainly housed in the resi-
dential areas of Longbenton, Forest Hall and Wideopen, where
the new housing estates continue to accommaodate the over-
n}u!!] iu:[m' wtion from Newcastle upon Tyne. The rapidity of the
Increase ]HI[IH].IHHII from this cause 1= shown by ‘1'1II||'!!1'~:JII
with the vear 19536, when the population was 41,550 and with
1953, when it was only 30,2400 In only 7 vears, therefore, the
poputlation has jumped by 17,540 persons, an increase of more
than 30 per cont. In addition to the mflux of population from
Newcastle upon Tvne, there is also an actual increase in popu-
lation caused by the fact that cach vear the number of births
excecds the number of deaths in the district by 300,

With the exception of Measles, milectious disease con-
tinues to decline, and during the yvear onee again there were
no cases notificd of Diphtheria, Pohomyelitis, Tyvphoid Fever
or Smallpox. T am pleased to report that the number of cases
of Dv=entery declined from 39 last vear to 15 for the current
vear., This illness has caused a good deal of anxiety by being
especially prevalent in the last few years, indeed only three
vears ago there were 113 cases reported during the year.
However, through the continued activity of the Public Health
Inspectors and the co-operation of the Family Doctors, the
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disease i1s being eradicated. A great deal of Public Health
Inspectors” time is taken up visiting households and carrying
out nvestigations among the members of families in which
this disease oceurs, as well as in collecting bacteriological
specimens for examination at the Public Health I .ahnmtnrx
The campaign to encourage Poliomvelitis vaccination among
the teenage ani yvoung adult groups of the |m|:11]‘]t;{m Was
increased during the year, and the response was satisfactory
By December 31st, a total of 11,482 people had received two
Lll]ullnm of Pullmnuhh-- vaccine, and 8,963 persons had been
Fiven a [«:l]lun-llp “booster 7 dose, An epidemic of Measles
caused much illness during the early Summer, a total of 1,221
cases being notified. The epidemic affected children up to 9
vears of age, 522 of the cases occurring in school children in
the 5 to 9 vear old group.

Turning to the causes of death, the total number of deaths
was lower (353) than that for last vear (404) although the
population has increased. Coronary Thrombosis deaths, un-
fortunately, have not followed this trend, and 67 deaths were
recorded from this cause, compared with 62 deaths for the
previous yvear. It was once again the main single cause of death
in the district. The second major cause of death was once again
Cancer, although the total number of deaths has fallen from
71 to 55, and T am pleased to report that Cancer of the Lung
was only responsible for 13 deaths, compared with 23 in the
previous vear.

I would like to express my thanks to the 5Stafl of the
Public Health Department and especially to Mr. Lockey, the
Chief Public Health Inspector, for continued assistance through-
out the vear. I would also like to express my ;tpputmtmn to
the Chairman and Members of the Public Health Committee
for their support and interest in all matters affecting the health
of the public.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,

A. W. HAY,
Medical Officer of Health.
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SEcTION A

STATISTICS OF SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN THE AREA.

Area (in acres) ... 6,786
Registrar General’s estimate of Resident Population

mid-vear 1959 ... 47,780
Number of inhabited houses (311259 according to

Rate Book 1:3,751
Rateable Value (1 4 60) e £407 494
Sum represented by a Pennv Rate (1959/60) £1,602

SocrtAL CONDITIONS.

The chief industry 1s coal mining, with the exc eption of
the residential area of Benton and Forest Hall.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

Male IF'emale Total
Live Births—lLegitimate e 442 407 849
Illegitimate 10 7 17
452 414 860
Still Births —Lepitimate 4 8] 13
[llegitimate
4 Y 13
Comparability Factors: —
Births e (.83
[leaths 1.53
Live Births per 1,000 |’r|p1l|utinn e 1812 corrected 13.38
still barths per 1,000 Live and 5tll Births 1478 o 12.31
DEATH RATE.
The Death Rate per 1,000 of the
estimated population ... 7.38 s 11.24%
[tate per 1,000
DEATHS FROM PUERPERAL CAUSES Deaths total {Live and

Still Births)
Puerperal Sepsis T
Other Maternal Causes 3 3.4

3 3.4
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DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER 1 YEAR

OrF AGE Male Female  Tatal
Legitimate 17 7 24
Illegitimate - - -

17 7 24

DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER 4 WEEKS

OF AGE
Legitimate 15 5 2()
Hlegitimate ... - - -

— — — — —

15 3 20
— —_— o —

DEAaTHS OF INFANTS UNDER | WEEK OF AGE
Legitimate 14 I 15
[llegitimate -- -

—— e

14 1 15

DEATH RATE PER 1,000 Li1vE BirTHS OF INFANTS UNDER
1 YEAR OF AGE.

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ... - 27.71
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live H]l‘til':- 28.26
Hlegitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births -

DEATH RATE PER 1,000 LivE BIRTHS OF INFANTS UNDER
4 WEEKS OF AGE.

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ... 23.09
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births 23.55

[legitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births -

DEaTH RATE pPER 1,000 Live BIRTHS OF INFANTS UNDER |
WEEK 0oF AGE

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ... 17.32
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births 17.66

[Hlegitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births -

Deaths from Cancer (all ages) o0
Deaths from Measles (all ages) -
Deaths from Whooping Cough -
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN THE LONGBENTON AREA, 1954,

Causes of Death Males lFemales
All Causes L 2008 145

1 Tuberculosis of [{thlhltﬂﬂ’ aystem ... — —

2. Other forms of Tuberculosis — —
3 syphilitic diseases — —
4 ”lllh”ltl’ll o — s
5—Whooping C uu;.,h - -—
6 Meningococcal infections... 1
7-—Acute Poliomyelitis ——
8-—Measles - =
9—Other infective dlld lmmsuu tlzw 15eS ... -
10-—Cancer of stomach - = -
11—Cancer of lung and bronchus ... 11 2
12—Cancer of breast ... -— 3
13—Cancer of uterus |
14—Cancer of all other sites ... 23 S
15— Leukaemia, aleukaemia ... | ]
16—Diabetes ... ] ]
| 7—Vascular lesions n}f NErVOoLlls SV stwn 26 34
18— Coronary disease, angina 2 46 21
19— Hyvpertension with heart 1|1-e|w i 2 :
20— Other heart disease . 26 22
21— Other circulatory disease . 3 5
22. Influenza ... ... o — i
23 Pneumonia 1) 7
24-—Bronchitis ... 13 2
25 Other diseases of respir thmx Sy -lt: m 1 2
26-—Ulcer of stomach and duodenum | I
27--Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea —
28— Nephritis and nephrosis 2
29 H‘» perplasia of prostate ... .
30— Pregnancy, childbirth, .ihuttlnn 3
31-—Congenital malformations 2 2
32- - Other defined and ill-dehned 1Il-.1:n|-: 5 25 15
33 Motor vehicle accidents 4 1
34 All other accidents T s
35—5Suicide 2

There is no evidence of any excessive or unusual mortality
during the vyear.

I have no evidence, statistical or otherwise, that con-
ditions of occupation or environment have exercised any sig
nificant influence on the health or physique of adults. There
15, however, evidence that the general health and physique of
children, both of pre-school and school age, are generally
IMPToVINg.
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SHOWING THLE INFANTILE MORTALITY RATES SINCE
F'HE FORMATION OF THE LONGBENTON URBAN DISTRICI

COUNCIL IN 1935,

BRE [ERTE 1937 [ERE] 1939 19410 1941 1942 1943
75.3 85.22 B87.3 027 aly 85.7 GilLiE al.8 &l
1944 1945 | 1946 1947 | 1948 1949 1950 | 1951 | 1952
35.95 | 76.54 | 35.95 | 36.68 | 43.68 | 3887 | 31.47 | 25.80 | 38.31
1953 1954 1935 1956 1957 1958 1939 =
2AF6 | 24.41 | 35.18 | 2040 | 1652 | 18.18 | 27.71
SECcTION B

1. (/) Public Health Officials : sec page 2.

(if) (a) Laboratory facilities are now available at the

General Hospital, Newcastle upon Tyne.

(h) The Ambulance Service is under the junsdiction
of the Northumberland County Council. As from
the 1st November, 1952, the Ambulance Service
for Longbenton Urban District Council 1s centered
in Wideopen Depot which also supplies the am-
bulance needs of the South Area Northumberland
County Council.

(¢) Nursing in the home 1s controlled by the North-
wmberland County Council.

(o) scatlold Hill Hospital 15 the only hospital i the

district. This hospital 1s administered by the South
ILast Hospital Management Committee (Northum-
berland) on behall of the Newcastle Regional
Hospital Board. The primary function of this
hospital is to provide accommodation for the care
of aged sick men and women and one pavilion 1s
set aside for convalescent cases. All infectious
disease cases for the arca are accommodated at
Walkergate Hospital, Newcastle upon Tyne and
Moor Park Hosptal, North Shields.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE Act, 1948. SECTION 47.

[t was not necessary to take any action under the above

section during the yvear.

MATERNITY AxD CHILD WELFARE SERVICE.

Thi=s =¢rvice is :||1L-|';|,I_¢:l1 and controlled h}' the Northum-
Lerland County Council.
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SecTtion C.

WATER SuPPLY.

(1)

(11)

(t)

(1)

(151)

(1v)

(1)

(vit)

(viii)

(1 X)

SCHOOLS.

The water "-."!:lll'lh. for the area during the last year has
been satisfactory. All the water fm the district 1s
HI1|}|1H1111 by the Neweastle and Gateshead Water Co.

Drainage and Scwerage —Conditions remauin the sane

Rivers and Strcams—>5See Senior Public Health Tosp-
ector’'s Report.

Public Cleansing—See Senior Public Health Insp-
ector’'s Report.

Sanilary hn‘.l’mnmr of the Arca—>5See Seniwor Public
Health Inspector’s Report.

Shops and Offices —See Senior Public Health Insp-
ector’'s Report

Camping Sites.—See Senior Public Health Insp-
ector’'s Report.

Clean Air Act, 1956 —5ee Senior Public Health Inspec-
tor's Hl:pm‘t_

Swimmng Baths and Pools—Theie are no swimming
baths in the area.

Ervadication of the Bed Bug -See  Senior  Public
Health Inspector’s Report.

Head Lice —No special treatment was given.
Bodv Lice —No special treatment was given,

All schools in the area are provided with a sufficient and

Housixe,

suitable water supply from the mains supply together with a
water carriage system of sanmitary accommodation.  Periodical
inspections are made of all se hools and particular attention prauid
to those schools provided with school meals facilities, mchuding
kitchiens.

Section D.

see Semor Publie Health ]]IﬁIH'{TT_nI"'ﬂ. Report,
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SEcTioN E.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD,

(@) Mialk Supply—See Senior Public Health Inspector's
Report.

(b)  Meat and other Foods—See Senior Public Health In-
spector’s Report.

()  Adulteration—This service is administered by the
County Council.

(d)  Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Food—
Samples of milk and i1ce cream are taken for Bacterio-
logical examination by this Authority. These samples
are examined at the Public Health Laboratory.,

(e)  Nutrition—Talks were given to yvoung mothers at Child
Welfare Clinics.

(f)y  Shellfish (Molluscan)—There are no shellfish beds or
lavings in this area.  Shellfish 1s rarely sold 1n this area.
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PREVALENCE OF. AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES.
The following table gives the numbers and age groups ol
the cases of Infections Discases notified during the year :(—
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The following table shows the number ot bacteriological
specimens from the Longbenton Area examined in the Public
Health Laboratory, Newcastle, during 1959.

Examination Requested IM"ositive Negative Total.
Vincent's Angina 2 2
[nphthenia I |
Heamelvtic Strep — | |
Tuberculosis Sputa ... =t 2 - 2
ntenc and Dyvsentery {nlulji'l- 4163 235 231
Clinical speciimens o3 X
Staphvlococcus Aurens 1 1

4% 239 288

PoLioMyELITIS —No cases of Paralytic Poliomyelitis were
notified.

SCARLET FEVER.— Notifications show an increase of 1 case :
all were of a very mild form.

PxEUMONIA.—Notifications show a decrease, 12 cases
as against 23.

MEASLES.—There is a very large increase in the number of
cases notified: 1,221 in 1939 to 36 1in 1938,

WhoorinG Covan.—There was a decrease in the number
of cases notified, 29 as against 33 i 1958,

Foop PorsoNixG. —One case of food poisoning was notified.

DyvsENTERY.—There was a decrease in the number of
cases notified during the vear, 15 as against 39 in 1958,

VENEREAL Disgase.—Full support has been given to the
Northumberland County Council in their prop: L”Fl'[‘lLL'l against
Venereal Disease.  Posters have been published “and handbills
distributed and full information as to the places and times of
the Clinic supplied to enquirers at this Public Health Depart-
ment.

PrEVENTION OF BLINDNESS.—No cases of Ophthalmia
Neonatorum were notified during the year.

TrBeErCULOSIS.— No action was necessary under the
Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1935, with regard to
persons employed in the milk trade, nor in the compulsory
removal to hospital of persons suffering  from Tuberculosis.
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TupercvLosts, 1959 -The following Tables are =ell

explanatory :

MEW LCASES NOTIFIED
IForM A

Non-
Pulmonary Pulmonary
M F M £
Under 5 years
5 to 14 vears
15 to 24 years 3 3 -
25 to 44 vears 2 7 — i
45 to 64 vears ... ] 2 —
63 vears and over I —
Age not known —
Totals 11 12 I I

DEATHS
?"\.-n“-
¥ A (] ! = .
Pulmonary Pulmonary
A i M. I
24 1

*Cases removed from register but principal cause of death not given as

Tuberculosis

CAsES TRANSFERRED INTO AREA.
N -
Pulmonary Wl
. Falmonars
A I M I
Under 5 vears
2 to 14 vears —
15 ta 24 yvears e o (i i
25 to 44 vears ] A r—
45 to 64 vears e 4 | |
65 vears and over =
Are not known — =
17 12 | —
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ParTicULARS OF TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER
as at 31st December, 1959,

[ Pulmonary

Pulmonary Non-FPulmonary and Non-
Pulmonary
|y o e e -- S — e -I-—I—w -—I—- =
M. | F. |Total| M. F. | Total Total
Cases on Register
at 1/1/59 311 323 B34 44 a3 L) 733
New Cases 11 12 23 | [ I 2 25
Cases  transferred
into  area 17 12 24 1 —_ 1 A0
; — = L ] R | O
| ]
Cases Reinstated 1 1 | 1
Cases Removed 28 24 52 7 1 s i)
- e, — — = - --—l_ e —— ————%
Cases on Hemster [
at 31/12/39 LaNE | 325 335 34 ] 4 729




LONGBENTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR

for the year ended 31st December, 1959

o the Chatrman and Members of the

LoxXGBENTOX URBAN DistrRICT COUNCIL.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my report for the Public Health and
Refuse Collection Departments for the yvear 1939,
Housixa.

Detanls, showing the number of famihies re-housed during
1959 and the numbers still remaimming on the Housing Apphica-
tions List, have been kindly supplied by the Housing Manager,

The following Table =hows the number of houses allocated
to the various Lty pes of :l|r|r“1_‘;llll-?

PoiNTs SCHEME.

Categories : A I3 C D& O.P. lotal
7 2 16 17 42

OTHERS,
Exchanges to abate overcrowding o 62
Slum Clearance 2
Eviction Orders and Special Allocation ... 3
Iransfer of Tenancy ... 34

143
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T_ill' following table shows the fluctuation of the number
of applicants for Council Houses between 1/4/49 and 1/4/60 ;- -

CATEGORY " A.'
Applicants with
homes of their own
and residing in over-
crowded conditions 282

CATEGORY " B
Applicants  without
homes of their own
and residing in over-
crowded conditions 225

CaTeEGoORY " C.'
Applicants  without
homes of their own
but not overcrowded 449

CATEGORY " D’
Normal applicants
desiring 1mproved
housing accommoda-

g61

240

451

255 212 236 205 116 98 86

b 1 ]
=
g =
b

Jo 58

213 103 150 138 24 15 3 4

|
o =
=]

a3 476 446 332 465 350 454 411 183 397 353

tion but not over-
crowded 477 575 8615 582 666 740 FIV TGl 722 F55 431 557

1433 1557 1586 12735 1485 1615 1322 1424 12495 1233 633 100] 1021

il b4

—

No new houses were provided but 47 existing houses
bhecame available for re-allocation.

SLuM CLEARANCE PROGRAMME.

The 5-year programme 19536-1961 was completed before
the end of 1958 in so far as the reporting and the Public En-
quiries into the Clearance Areas were concerned. It has not been
possible to deal with the Individual Unfit Houses listed in
that period as the houses for the re-housing of the tenants in
the Clearance Areas have not been provided in 1959 and,
therefore, no useful purpose would be served in reporting
thercon. It is anticipated that in early 1966 a new 3-year pro-
cramme will be placed before the Committee so that the
programme will not be held up for the provision of land.

Repaik o Prvartery Owxep Houses.

The policy of securing repairs to private houses by in-
formal action has again been pursued. 72 Informal Notices
were served, in 3 mstances 1t was necessary to serve Statutory
Notices. In all cases the work specified in the notices was
completed and it was not necessary to take legal proceedings.
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Hovsisag AcT, 18HY,

Appheations were recetved tor Improvement Grants to
6 houses, one ol which was rejected.

STANDARD GRANTS,

Four applications were received. All were approved.
RENT AcT, 1957.

It would appear that there 15 a considerable amount of
agreement between the landlords and tenants relative to the
carrving out of repairs as only one application was received for
Certificates of Disrepair.

The table below shows the number of applicants for
certificates of disrepair :—

Applications received for Certificates of Disrepair I

Applications for Certificates of disrepair—refused —

Undertakings by landlords—accepted 0
LR I.
Application for cancellation of Certificates of

Disrepair ... —

Certificates of disrepair—issued

Certificates of Disrepair, cancelled ... ——
Certificates of Disrepair, not cancelled ==
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TAELE 1.

WATER SUPPLY-
Insufhicient ...

Drefective [stlans

Housing—
Structural Defects ...
Defective Food Store _
Dampness ... ; _ _
Overcrowding

Unsatisfactory
DrAINAGE
Insufficient ...
Unsatisfactory
SANITARY CONVENIENCES—
Insufficient
Defective ...

Nuisances and Offensive Ac C::E_n.::n.m
Tents, Vans, and Sheds
Intectious Diseases ... 5 =
Keeping of Animals ...
Foon Hyclexe REGuLATIONS, 1955 —

Public Houses and Food Premises ...

Shops Act -
Milk and Dairies _?r:_.ﬁ.:::;
Meat Inspection Slaughter Houses ... ok
Public Cleansing
Factories Act ... iy - -
Clean Air Act . . .
Rent Act, 1957
Petroleum Regulations : S o

Agriculture, Safety Health u_E W F.:ﬁ,:.a _ﬁar.:;:;::

f,_.h_.r.

=E5
=g
B e
L Ly o
=&
Se g
o —
b et
126

11

mnber of
Diefects or

Conraventions

of Bve-l

-

2n ]

N LF]
-

100

MNumbier of

%
-
=
= &

3
e
d

3

i

[nforimal Action

[ hefects
reredied by

e

2%

1}ap

1772

11

Lh ]
iy

MNutber of

Notices served

Statutory

i

A

Defects

remedied after
Statutory

Notices

T

LR R

81

|
I

-
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TABLE 1II.
HOUSI NG,

TABULAR STATEMENT FOR YEAR 19539,

1
With state
Houses Completed during the Year Assistance Unawded | Total
By Local Authonity — [ —
By anv other Housing Authority 77 ' Fir
By private persons s ERR
Total 77 4 @l

Total number of Inhalited Houses in District, 13,751,

Total number of Houses owned by Local Authority 3,145,

CLOSING AND DEMoLITION OF HousEs.

A. TFormar Actiox.

(1) Number of houses demolished during 1939 as a
result of Clearance Schemes or other formal
action -
(Number of houses mcluded 1n above which were
from pre-war confirmed Clearance Areas)

(2) Number of houses ¢losed but not demolished as a
result of formal action I

B. IxNFOrRMAL AcCTION.

(1) Number of houses permanently discontinued as
dwellings as a result of informal action and not
mcluded above

(2) Houses demaolished -

RECONDITIONING AND REPAIR.
Number of houses made fit during 1959 by procedure nnde
either Housing or Public Health Acts:
(a) As a result of Informal Action ... 4
(b) By owners as a result of statutory notice 9
(c) By Lecal Authornity i default of owners 4
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HouvsinG (Finaxciar Provisions) Acr, 1958.
Hovse Purcnase axp Housing Act, 1959,

IMPROVEMENT GRANTS.
A.  Discretionary Grants.

. Applications submitted to Local Authority
during year ... 6
2. Applications rejected by Local Authority

during year 1
3. Applications approved by Local Authority
during year 5
4. Approximate average Grant approved per
house ... £129-0-0
5. Total number of houses approved for grant
since inception of scheme ... v Y
B, Standard Grants,
1. Number of separate houses for which grants
were made during vear 4
2. Number of houses so provided with—
(@) Bath or shower 2
(#) Washhand basin 3
(¢) Hot water supply 3
(d) Water Closet 3
(¢) Food Store... 2

INsPECTION OF FACTORIES AND WORKPLACES.

G e Number of

Premises 011 : TR
Register  Inspec- Written | Oc'piers

: ! }
tions NMotices  Plented

(1) Factories in which Sections|
1, 2. 3, 4 and 6 are to be en-
forced by Local Authority | 3 b 3

(1) Factories not included in (1)
i which Section 715 enforced
by the Local Authority 51 4 4

(n1)y  Crher Premises in which Sec-
tion 7 i1s enforced by the
Local Authority (excluding
out-worker's premises) 9 9 2

5
|

Total 76 =is
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Derecrs FOUND IN FACTORIES

Number of cases in which defects
were found

]‘:"i’l‘l'“"l
[Kemed-

Number ol
Cil=i*s 1N
|r[l|-

SeaC LS

‘.\]Iil II

were imnsti-

Iarticulars Iroumd Tad Lo H M. By l.[ A fated
Insp otor Inspctor
Want ol Cleanliness
I =.1]) 2 2 -
{Iveron ---!n-.:_; e B —
Unreasonable temperature
(5.3 . ... -
Inadeguate Ventilation
{ =.4) —_
Inetfective drainage ol
!Il'l'l"‘"‘l?'.'F"ll e —
sanitary Convenmences
(5.7 )
(a) Insuthcient - —
[§] Unsuitable or de
ective s i -4 —_
(c) Not separate for
BEXES ; o
Oither Ofences (not includ-
ing offences relating  to
Homework) 2 2 -
Total = 8 —- -
TABLE OoF OIUTWORKENRS,
N, of N, ol RETIRT]
No ol Cases ol | prosecu- mstances
init- |:||"-I||]: 'il-llﬁ!ll:' ind ".-lllh :“\;--[]l.l'ﬁ |_'|||--|'1__‘“-
wNature of Work | workers | in send fatlure i un servedd, tions.
in ing hsts i w lio]e-
LY ngust Lis hll]il'i'm' sS4 Te
List. | Council. lists.  premises,
Wearing Apparel
Viaking, ete, 2
Al other
ountworkers
i

Toral
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.
WATER SUPPLY.

It was necessary to serve formal notice, under Section
138 of the Public Health Act, 1936 (as amended by Sec. 30 of
the Water Act, 1945), in one instance only to secure repairs to
the water supply to a dwelling house within the district. By
informal procedure a further six supplies to dwelling houses
were restored,

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF WATER,

The policy of regular routine sampling of the domestic
water supplies throughout the district continues, special atten-
tion being paid to areas where new buildings, reconstruction or
repair to water mains, are in progress. By this method detection
of local contamimation was discovered in two instances. In one
case the contamination was very slight and easilv rectified,
the probable cause being the renewal of a section of main.
The other, however, presented a much greater problem as the
contamination was heavier and more prolonged. No satis-
factory explanation could be found in this case.

The number of specimens submitted for bacteriological
examination, together with the results, are set out below :—

No. of Coliform Bacilli Bact. Cols.
Speciimens. per 100 ml, per 100 ml.
33 nil nil
4 1 nil
2 nil |
1 1 |
2 nil 3
3 nil B
i nil 25
1 nil 35

Total 47

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

There are only three dry closets remaining in the area,
one is at a farm where drimage 1s not available and the other
two are at houses, both of which are scheduled for early Slum
Clearance.

Informal Actwon secured in 29 instances the necessary
repairs to defective W.Cs, It was, however, necessary to serve
five statutory notices, under Section 43 of the Public Health
Act, 1936, on the owners ol the property to carry out works
of repair. In all cases notices were complied with by the owners
and it was not necessary for the Conncil to undertake the work
in default.
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ASHBINS.

Informal Action was taken for 124 defective ashbins and,
1 llli“ I'I'Hll:'l‘l_ 1 1.3 |1'If1h:|'11'|il| ‘:\Illlil'l"‘- W ‘l'l"'."i'll. |I] (5 itlﬂl.llll'l.'“ﬂ.
however, 1t was necessary to serve Statutory Notices under
Section 75 1*1' the Public Health Act, 1936, to secure the provi
ston of new bins, The Council decided that the notices shoulid
be served upon the owners of the property and not on the
OCCuplers

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

Puring the vear complaints were received from the an
habitants of a new residential area that st: wnant water 1n a
ditch was= offensive. Despite many demands and site meetings
it has not been possible to have the matter rectified mainly
due to a legal dispute between the owners of the land in which
the ditch 1= situated who claim that the developer of the land
upon which the houses have been built has obstructed the
natural ontlet of this stream. The matter is now being dealt
with by the legal representative for each of the parties con-
cerned.

IDisrosal orF THE DEAD

Section 50 National Assistance Act, 1948,

It was not necessary for the department to take action
in this respect during the year.

EraDicaTioN oF VERMIN.

Complaints received with regard to the presence of vermin
have now reached low level, In only five instances has there
been any evidence found of the bed bug, one of fleas and three
of flies. There are a very large number of i;mnpl.untw received
of cockroaches, in all 38 Council and 25 pma’w houses were
treated. In the treatment we always endeavour, in the case of
semi-detached or blocks of four, to treat the whole block and
the Council agreed that in the case of Council houses the costs
should be charged against tlw Hous=ing Revenue Account. In
the case of private houses, 5/- per house i1s charged. We are
finding that it is advisable lu give a second treatment, three
or four months after the imtial treatment, so as to effectively
deal with any cockroaches which have hatched out after the
first treatment.

The furniture of all tenants moving into Council houses
15 inspected for bed bugs and, if necessary, is sprayved with a
solution of D.D.T. in Kerosene. In all, 67 visits were made.
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The following table shows the number of treatments given
tor both Council and private houses :

Council, Private.

Pugs i .
Cockroaches s 1, 25
I"]L'!i:!h aaw I

Wasps 4 2
I“urmture Tin L 47 )
[$edd mite 4
Moodworim ; i e |

Flies 3
Ants ¥v |

Crronnd bheetle ... |

TENTS, VANS AND SHEDS.

There are three caravans hcensed for occupation in the
district, one at Seaton Burn and two at Killingworth Village.
These are regularly inspected.

Foop axp DRrugs AcTt, 1935,

Foop Hycieaxe REcuLATIONS, 1955.

(1) Number of Food Premises in the area ... 246
(i7) Registered Premises i A1
(1r1) Number of inspections of registered premises... 201

MoBiLE SHOPS.

There i1s a considerable number of mobile shops operating
throughout the district, not only on the new estates where new
shops have not vet been provided, but in the whole of the
district. There appears to be a trend to purchase from the
mobile shop rather than to make shopping wvisits. Vans are
inspected regularly to see that the Food Hygiene Regulations
are being complied with.
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MeaT axnp lFoop ISSPECTION,
Public Health (Meal) Regulations, 1924 —1952
There are hve hcensed slaughterhouses 1n the district, at
three of which regular slaughter takes place.

CARCASES INSPECTED AND CLONDEMNATIONS.

Number Killed

Number Inspected
ALL DISEASES EXCEPT | UBER-
CULOSIS AND CYSTICERCI
Whole carcases condemned
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned ...
Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
disease other than Tuber-
culosis and Cvsticer
Total weight of meat and offal
condemned (Ibs)

|UBERCULOSIS ONLY

Whaole carcases condemned

Carcases of which some part or
organs were condemned

Percentage of the number in-
spected affected with
Tuberculosis

[otal weight of meat and olfal
condemned (1bs.)

CYSTICERCOSIS

Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned

Carcases submitted to treat-
ment by refrigeration

Generalised and totally con-
demned

Percentage of Bovine Car-
cases inspected affected
with C. Bovis.

[otal weight of meat and
oHal condemned. ([bs.)

Cattle

excl Cows Calves
LCows

14495 4002 41

14495 402 41

s

349292122 149, 7.5,
44951 2152 i3
|
A iy

2.48%| 6.47%

1724 [EEIH]

12 4

B0 B850

225 120

Sheep
and Pigs
lLambs

7592 | 2305

7592 | 2305

154 5100 |

1344 1144

77

3,359,

JUagin

Lotal

1 1534

11534

20

1045

o 13.06% 9.05°%,

N2

|34
1.18°,

A8ad

15

-
b
o]
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TABLE 1V.

Foop INSPECTION.

| | Lezal
Unsound Food |  Sur- Seized | Pro-
rendered o ceedings

1. Beef (Home-Killed) ...5tones | 16 = =
2. Beef (Imported) ECRNE | 38 Sy e
3. Mutton (Home-Killed) i — — —=
4. Mutton (Imported) SET = — —
5. Pork (Home-Killed) O i - = -
8. Pork [Impnrted] e | —_— — =
7. Game . ... lbs, —- - —
8. Poultry ... i T= = =
9. Fish s, 23 - s o
10,  Fruit ORI . == —
11. Canned Goods .. ... Tins 288 — —
12. Bacon oo 1bs, — o —
13. Cheese ... e | - - -
14, Butter and f'lld.lj:.{&l'llll: i . 27 —_ —
15. Lard i 1 - —
16, Eggs Hrozen and puwderﬂd} - — —
17. Flour = _— _—
18. Sugar v oa | _ — —
19. Other Foods sgr T | 9l — | —

THE MILK AND DaIrRIES REGuLATIONS, 1949,

The following are the registrations now kept by the Council
under the above regulations :—

Number of persons registered as distributors ... 116

THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (RRaw MILK) REGULATIONS,
1949.

Number of Dealers’ Licences to use the special
designation ‘" Tuberculin  Tested ™ 1n
relation to milk sold from premises within
the district ... 1

Number of '%upplunfnt:ln Licences to use tl
special designation “"Tuberculin Tested”
relation to milk retailed within the district 5

THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (PASTEURISED AND STERILI-
sED MILK) REGULATIONS, 1949,

Number of Dealers’ Licences to use the special
designation ** Pasteurised " and " T.T.
Pasteurised ' in relation to milk sold from
premises within the district 20

Number of Dealer’s Licences to use the special

designation ‘* Pasteurised " in relation to
milk sold from premises within the district —-
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Number of .‘-1|;r]r!q-:||--||!.1|x' lLicences to use the

will.'l‘i.l'

designation
Pasteurised

“Pasteurtsed
relation

Lo

and
mlk

retailed from premises outside the district.

Number of Dealers’ Licences to use the special

designation

" sterilised

relation

to

milk sold from |}['1'E11i.‘1l.':: within the district

Number of Supplementary
the special designation

!’l‘l-‘.ltiul] to

milk

sold

outside the district

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF

Licences
"Sternithsed
pPremnises

trom

MLk

to

1se
In

16

04

i)

samples of milk from ecach supply were submitted to the
E xamination

The following tables show the results of the sampling for

Health

Public

the vear.

LLaboratory

tor

Bacteriological

T.T. Raw MiLk
IExamination Satis- Unsatis- | Total | Satis-
factory | factory factory
Methyvlene Blue Test 12 S 20 Gl
Pastrurisep axp 1.1, (Pasteurisep) MILK.
[-xamination Satis- [Unsatis- | Total | Satis-
factory | factory factory
Methvlene Blue Test 37 37 1o
Plhiosphatase Test 37 37 1))
STERILISED AND T.T. (STEriLISED) MILK.
(1]
EExamination Satis- | Unsatis-| Total | Satis-
factory | factory factory
Turbidity Test 15 15 10)




o
BACTERIOLOGICAL ExaMination orF lce CREAM.

During the summer months regular samples of ice cream
were taken, trving as far as possible to have samples examined
from each different manufacturer retailing within the district,
though some difficulty 1s experienced in taking |Lguidr -uunplm
from the occasional vendor travelling through the district with
it van,

The table shows the number of samples (26) taken and the
Bacteriological grading of such samples,

Producers. No. of Samples. Results and Grades.
AB,C.D.EF,G 21 1
= H 2 2
L] 2 3
Is I +

Foop anp Druas.

Particulars of samples of food and drugs taken in the
Urban District have been kindly provided by Mr. C. L.
Arlidge, Chief County Weights and Measures Inspector. A total
of 185 miscellaneous samples were taken. The only samples
found not to be up to standard were, one fruit drink, one
medicinal drink and one of red wine. The first did not cumph
with the Fruit Standard (Soft Drinks) Order, 1953, the second
did not conform to the declaration on the label and, in the
third, the label did not specify the nature of the minerals nor
the quantities present.

COLLECTION AND DisrosaL orF House REFUSE.

The aim of the Council to collect each bin once per week
and others, from the mining areas, three times per fortnight
or twice per week, has been nmmtunui throughout the year
but it is felt that the better service of twice per week, in lieu
of three times per fortnight in the mining areas, would be much
more satisfactory. The Council have decided that the work-
men should receive the same holidays as the office staft, but
in the refuse collection department it was agreed that instead
of the extra days being taken, Boxing Day, the day following
lLaster Monday, Whit "llmul:n cte., time should be :l“umd
during the summer months on I ridays when it was anticipated
the refuse would be lighter and, thereby, not reduce the force
at the most inopportune time. This meant that an additional
ive days Ilull(LL\, had to be given on Fridays, when Christmas
Day, New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday and Bank
Holiday Monday are added gives a I.ut:il of eleven 4-dav weeks
in the vear. This extra holidav was given on the understanding
that the work would not be :l]l[l“u' to fall behind, but 1t 11’Lh
been noted that more recently it has been occasionally neces-
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sary to work overtime the week following the 4-day week
order to mamtam the service necessary

In all, some G033 loads of refuse were collected and
Lii.‘"['”!.‘*l.'li il

STATISTICS

| beg to append below statistics with reference to the
refuse collected. The fgures are based upon the estimated
population for mid-vear 1959 47,780 and 14,078 premises
at 31/12/1959,

House REFUSE ONLY
LEstimated quantity removed ! . 20,993 tons
Approximate average weight per house ... .49 tons
Average quantity per hnuw per annum ... 3.15 cu. vds
."l"'t.i."]-'l"'l' ['Il"r ]_"""F [1| |I1'|'|.|;:|1'ir1'|'| 1'"1' ':1“.1'.' J.:"H'.:F

davs) . 24 cwts.
Total cost of « ullt C tlnn (ke hl-: salvage and ‘

Kitchen Waste) ... 26,145

Cost of Disposal 3,196

31,5344

Less Income from Salvage, Tips, Bins, ete. 5,182

26,162

Unit Costs,
(Income from Salvage, exclading Kitchen Waste, 1s credited
to ”i:«]n&h;ll.J
Collection. Disposal, Total.

5. d. s, d. 5.l
(sross cost per ton, labour
only ... e 1909 2 2 17 11
Gross cost per ton, trans-
port only 8 10 2 0 1010
Nett cost (all expenditure) 24 7 5 25 0
Nett cost per 1,000 pu}ul— £ £ L
lation ... 538 9 547
Nett cost per | l}I]!} prems-
1568 o 1825 32 1857
3. 5 d.
Average cost per LEstablishment 1 17 2
Average cost per head pnpuhtmn 10 11
Cost on rates in the £ ... 4

Average cost for emptying of one bin... 68
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Disrosal oF REFUSE.

During the vear we rested Benton Quarry by (1) tipping
for a period of six months in a field :Itl]{}ll'lﬂl,‘._, Dudley Senior
School in order to make it snitable for a playing field, The
Northumberland Education Commmittee stripped off the top
soil before the tipping commenced and have replaced the same
to make an ideal level piece of ground and (2) tipping in an
old tramway cutting in Gosforth Park which has made an
additional car park. Negotiations were taking place before the
end of the vear for tipping sites which would serve for a period
of vears.

The tips are sprayed with an insecticide at frequent
intervals so as to prevent the spread of flies, cockroaches and
crickets and they are examined periodically for rat infestation,
[t 15 interesting to note that we have not yet found evidence
of rat infestation at the Benton Quarry. This would appear
to be largely due to rigid control of tipping and the sealing of
the surface each night,

TRADE REFUSE.

Contracts have been made with shopkeepers for an annual
charge, payable in advance, of 13/- per bin. Traders mvariably
object to paying for the removal of trade refuse, but generally,
this svstem works satisfactorily.

SALVAGE.

The table below shows the amount of salvage sold during
the vear. It will be noted that there has been a decrease in the
waste paper from 473 tons to 414 tons, this was due to our
being unable to bale paper following a fire which burnt down
the baling shed with 10 tons of paper. It was some time before
we were able to find accommodation to bale the whole amount
of paper which was collected and, unfortunately, some had to
be tipped.

Waste Paper—414 tons 2} cwts. Value £3,337 17s. 6d.
PrREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PEsTS AcT, 1949.

Regular inspections and treatments were made to
refuse tips and sewerage disposal works. Allotments and
small holdings in the district are kept under strict observa-
tion, Inspections are made by the Council’s rodent operator
and co-operation has been obtained with the respective own-
ers where any infestation of rats has been found. Since the
Northumberland Agricultural Executive Committee discon-
tinued their services to agricultural holdings, we have been
able to have contracts with a number of farmers and their
premises are given four regular services per vear, although
the treatments necessary arce comparatively small, I.Iw hr111vr-
seem to be quite satisfied in that we are keeping the premises
free from large infestations.  Sewers in the area have been test
baited where necessary, although very little evidence of infest-
ations has been found,
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The following 15 a summary of the work carred out during
the vear :

Nao ol
Mo, of ]'[ll]l'."l“ll.l.'-u Mo, of No  treated
I'vpe of Property Properties  Sorveved Inspections iy
i Ihstrict [ne, e Made .. A
SUrVeys
l.ocal Authority 14 401 112 22
Business ca ’ LI =i | 4380 a4
: = gl SlY
o .. A . | 4145 31 k. 31
HOUSES 10351
FPrivate .. I o 2B | 941 179
Agn | Allotments o J60 approx % ¥ | o i)
cult-
ural Uthers o 28 1N 172 27
Totals... e 14940 1222 2055 342

Bodies recovered : 186 [{ats and 50 Mice
ATMOSPHERIC PoLLUTION,

Un the 1st Apnl, 1938, the Volumetric Atmosphenie Pol-
lution Gauge and S0, Recorder, sited within the offices of the
Public Health Department, were brought into operation.  The
table below shows the maximum, minimum and average monthly
readings for smoke and SO, recorded.  Whilst it 15 too early
to draw definite conclusions from these figures it 15 apparant,
even at this stage, that our greatest pollution 1s in the dnft from
the industrial areas lying to the south and the minimum pollut-
tion 1= found when the wind s from the west after having passed
over what is virtually a green belt.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION, 1959,

SAMOKE SULPHUR DMOXIDE
Milligrams per T ¢ 'arts per Pi pnlluon,
metiers,
MonTi | Highest | Lowest Highest | Lowest
Monthly claily dlails Monthly dailv ilaily

Average, | Average.| Average. Averare. | Average.| Average,

January ; 15 AH | 4.5 I4.49 {h.4
Februar, o 15 [ 32 i 4.5 21.40 (L
March . 21 % bt = 1.7 Hiks 2.3
Apnl lis A | 3.9 = 0.9
May 13 24 3 3.1 7.3 0.5
June 7 20 i 1.9 5.9 0.7
July 7 17 Il 26 s 0.7
Aungnst 5 13 i 1.9 s 0.2
september 17 31 ] 3.7 15.4 1.1
O tobwer 17 46 1 4.7 11.9 0.7
MNovember 27 FE | 4 5.4 1.1 (0.4
Lo nn by o5 5% A g > 14k ] 1.1
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The record of deposits for the year ended 31st December,
1959, taken by the Scientific Department, National Coal Board,
at their Headquarters, have been supplied by the courtesy of
Dr. ]. Gibson, Divisional Chief Scientist, and the table set out
below shows the total deposits since 1951 and the other data
for 1959,

Year 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1936 1957 1938 1959
Tons persq. mile 236 208 197 146 191 185 177 196 159
Rainfall ... 18.1 inches.
Insoluble Deposit ... ... 101 tons per sq. mile,
Soluble Deposit ... 38 tons per sq. mile.
Total Solid Deposit . . e 199

The records are far ﬁum H“lflhfﬂ(‘t{;rl\. for an almost purely
residential area. It is to be noted that there are no factories in
the area using steam for power, all the mines draw energy from
the electric ;.,n:i the only boilers are at pit head baths and
schools, and those without under-feed stokers are using smoke-
less fuels.

It 15 noted that the total deposit has decreased from 196
to 159, the soluble deposits have reduced from 80 to 58 and
the insoluble deposits from 116 to 101, all being tons per
square mile,

These reductions may be due to the very fine and extended
summer which was exper ienced during the year as the need for
house fires was considerably reduced. This may have been
helped somewhat by the fact that a large number of houses
are now being fitted with immersion heaters and coal fires are
not needed for the heating of water in the summer months,
CLEAN AIR AcCT, 1956,

The receipt of Circular 5/59 from the Ministry of Housing
and Local Government was reported to the Council relative
to the progress being made towards Smoke Control Areas in
“black " areas. It was decided that the matter be deferred
pending a definite reply from the Ministry as to whether the
District 1s scheduled as a " black " area. The Ministry was
unable to give a definite reply on this question and the Council
instructed the Clerk to inform the Ministry of Housing and
Local Government that they were n!' the opimion that tlw
area did not come within a * black " area and, accordingly, it
was not proposed to submit a report on the provisions of
Circular 5/59 or to take any further action at the present time,

In conclusion 1 would like to pay tribute to Mr. R. P.
Bruce, the Additional Public Health Inspector, and the Clerical
Staff of the Department for their lovalty and co-operation
throughout the year.

Yours faithfully,
W. N. LOCKEY,
Senior Public Health Inspector.









