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Longbenton Urban District Council.

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL OQOFFICER OF HEALITH,
WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM,

for the year ended 31st December, 1952,

To the Chatrman and Members of the

LONGBENTON URBAN IMSTRICT COUNCIL.

Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| have the honour to submit my Annual Repore for the year
1952.
VITAL STATISTICS.
Population.

Mid-year 1952 hgures from the Registrar General's Report show
an increase in population of 890 as compared with mid-year 1951
This increase can be explained in the main by the re-housing of
Newcastle tenants in the new Longbenton Estate, 187 new houses
having been occupied during the year.

Births show a decrease of 34. Deaths show a decrease of 16,
Infantile Mortality Rate shows an increase from 25.8 per 1,000 lLve
births to 41.76. This compares with the National Race of 27.6.

The principal causes of death were:

Diseases of the Heart ...... ...... .. 98
Cancer of all Types .................. 51
Vascular Lesions of Brain ... . ... 46

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
Details are given on pages 11, 12 and 13.
MILK.

The milk supplies were maintained satisfactorily in quantity and
qualiy. 20 samples were submitted for the presence of B, tuber-
culosis.  One proved “positive.” The infected cow was slaughtered.

On the 29th January, the Bacteniologist's Report was received
that a sample of milk taken in the districe on the 18th December,
1951, had been certihed as "B. tuberculosis, present.”
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The Divisional Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries was informed immediately. Clinical examination was made
and further samples submitted for Biological Test.

In view of the affected cow not having been isolated, notice was
scrved on the farmer under Section 20 of the Milk and Dairies
Regulations 1949 prohibiting the sale of raw milk from that farm,
the milk being diverted to a pasteurising plant and the farmer drew
his supplies from the plane for recail.

Eventually the affected cow was proved by further samples for
Biological Tesc submitted by the Divisional Veterinary Inspector and
when the herd was clear the notice under Section 20 was withdrawn.

HousinG.

390 houses were built during 1952, The picture of overcrowd-
ing in the district has shown from year to year an appreciable improve-
ment.  Approximartely 670 families sull need houses of cheir own,
31/12/52.

WATER SUPPLY.

(1) The water supply throughour the area during 1952 has been
satisfactory in quantity and qualicy.

(2) All the water is supplied by the Newcastle and Gateshead
Water Co., through the Company’s mains,

(3) Four samples were taken for bacteriological examination.
All were satisfactory,

(4) Chemical analysis are made by Newcastle and Gateshead
Water Co.

(5) The water has no plumbo-solvent action.

(6) A rabulated statement 15 given in the Senior Sanitary
Inspector’s Report of the number of dwelling houses with piped water

supplies inside the house.  This department is pressing constantly for
the abolishing of standpipes by the provision of inside water supplies.

NUTRITION.

I have no evidence of malnutricion in any class of the community:
in parcicular, [ state thac the school children in all the areas of the
district show a high standard of nutrition and cleanliness,

I wish to thank the Chairman and the Members of the Council
for their kind encouragement throughoue the year, and Mr. Lockey,
Senior Sanitary  Inspector, and che Staff for their great help and
]::'fhlh'},_

I have the honour to be,

Your obedient servant,

W. CUNNINGHAM,
Medical Officer of Health.
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SECTION A

STATISTICS OF SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN THE AREA.

Area (in acres) il 6.786
Registrar  General's  estimate  of  Resident  Population

mid-year 1952 29.270
Number of inhabited houses (31/12/52) according to

Rate Book . o e o 5,589
Rateable Value .. X144.554
Sum represented by a Penny Rate (531/12/532) ... L3560

SOC1IAL CONDITIONS.
The chief industry is coal mining, with the exceprion of the
residential area of Benton and Forest Hall.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.
Male. Female. Total.

Live Births—Legirimate AP i | 2006 423
Illegitimate i i 3 5 5
220 211 431
Sull Births—Legitimare ¢ 8 14
Hlegitimace X - 2 | 3
8 9 17
Comparability Factors: —
Births ... 1.01
Deaths ... 1.135
Live Birchs per 1,000 Population ... . 14.72 corrected 14.84

still Births per 1,000 Live and Still Births ... 37.94 " 3851
DEATH RATE.
The Death Rate per 1000 of the estimated

population ek o 900 corrected 10.84
Rate per 1,000
DEATHS FROM PUERPERAL CAUSES. Deachs. total (Live) and
still Birchs ),
Puerperal Sepsis > . mil (.00
Orther Maternal Causes i nil (00

nl nil
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DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER 1 YEAR OF AGE

Male. Female.  Toral

Legitimace : S A 17
Illegitimarce - B — 1 1
13 3 15

DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER 4 WEEKS OF AGE.

Legitimate " 4 s 7 2 Y
lllegitimare R 1 1
7 3 10

—— _—

DEATH RATE PER 1,000 LIVE BIRTHS OF INFANTS UNDER
1 YEAR OF AGE.

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ... " 41.76
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births . 10.18
lllegitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births . 125.0

DEATH RATE PER 1,000 LIVE BIRTHS OF INFANTS UNDER
4 WEEKS OF AGE.

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ... e an 2520
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Birchs 21.27
lllegitimate Infants per 1000 lllegitimate Live Births 125.0
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 51

Deaths from Measles (all ages) :
Deachs from Whooping Cough et ——



CAUSES OF DEATH IN THE LONGBENTON AREA, 1952,

Causes of Death, Males. Females
All Causes " B B .. 1959 122
|—Tuberculosis of Respiratory System . | 2
2—Other forms of Tuberculosis 1 I

5—Syphilitic diseases ... 24 -
4—Diphtheria i =

5—Whooping Cough ...
O—Meningococcal infections . - e =
T—Acute Poliomyelitis S —

S—DMeasles i f2h i e 55 I

Y9—Other infective and parasitic diseases ... —
0—Cancer of stomach . 3 7
| l—Cancer of lung and bronchus 5 2
|2—Cancer of breast ... . fen — 4
| 3—Cancer of uterus ... iy 2
l4—Cancer of all other sites ... : 19 7
| 5—Leukaemia, aleukaemia o = =
16—Diabetes ... R S -
17—Vascular lesions of nervous system e 2a 22
18—Coronary disease, angina 26 13
19—Hypertension with hearc disease ... i —
20—0Orcher heart disease e R 26
21—0Orther circulatory disease .. 4 2
22—Influenza ... e — —
23—Pneumonia 5 4
24—Bronchitis s i 1 5 3
25—O0rther discases of respiratory system 2 i
26—Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 4
27—Gasrtritis, enteritis and diarrhoea [ 3
28—Nephritis and nephrosis I 2
29—Hpyperplasia of prostate ... 2 —~
30—Pregnancy, childbirch, abortion — -
31—Congenital malformarions : 2 ‘4
32—0Octher dehined and ill-defined diseases 12 7
y3—Motor vehicle accidents 4 7,
y4—All other accidents O 5
35—Suicide a4 . |
3b—Homicide and operations of war I

There 1s no evidence of any excessive or unusual moreality during
the year.

I' have nulwidc;n-:u. statistical or otherwise, that conditions of
vecupation, environment or unemployment have exercised any signifi-
cant influence on the health or physique of adults. There is. however.
evidence that the general health and physique of children. both of
pre-school and school age, are sceadily IMProving. 1
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SECTION B

Public Health Othaals : see page 2

() Laboratory faciliies are now available at the Public
Health Laboratories, General Hospital, Newcastle-on-
Tyne, and Government Buildings, Blakelaw, Newcastle-
on-Tyne.

(4#) The Ambulance Service is under the jurisdiction of the
Northumberland County Council.  As from the st
November, 1952, the Ambulance Service for Long-
benton Urban Districe 1s centred in Wideopen Depor
which also supplies the ambulance needs of the South
Area Northumberland County Council.

(¢) Nursing in the home 15 controlled by the Norchumber-
land County Council,

(¢} Scaffold Hill Hospital 1s the only hospital in the area
One pavilion in Scaffold Hill Hospital 1s set aside for
the reception of general infectious diseases (30 beds).
One pavilion (30 beds) 1s set aside for che care of aged
sick women and one pavilion (19 beds) for the care of
aged sick men.  This hospital 15 administered by South
East Hospital Management Committee (Norchumber-
land) on behalf of the Newcastle Regional Hospital
Board and I act on the Newcastle Regional Hospital
Board's Staff in the dual appointment of Senior
Hospital Medical Ofhicer.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, SECTION 47.

Removal to sunable premises of persons i need of care,

No action was necessary under the above Section.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE SERVICE.
This service 15 operated and controlled by the Northumberland
County Council

SECTION (.

l WATER SUPPLY.

(1)

{s2)

The water supply for the area during the last year has been
satisfactory,  All the water for the districr 15 supplied by
the Newcastle and Gateshead Water Co. The mans
supplying Anmisford, Dudley, Scaton Burn and Wideopen
are still the property of the Longbenton Urban Dascrict
Council, whilst all other mains are the property of the
Newcastle and Gareshead Warer Co,

Drainage and Sewerage—Conditions remain the same.
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SCHOOLS,
The

10
Rivers and Streams—See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s Report.
Closet  Accommodation—See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s
Report.
Public Cleansing—See Senior Sanitary Inspector’'s Report.
Sanitary Inspection of the Area—See Senior Sanitary
Inspector’s Report,
Shops and Offices—See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s Report.
Camping Sites—See Senior Samitary Inspector’'s Report.
Smoke Abatement—No official action has been necessary.
See Semor Sanitary Inspector’s Report.

Swimming Baths and Pools—There are no swimming baths
or pools in the area,

Eradication of the Bed Bug—See Senior Sanitary Inspec-
tor’s Reporrt,

Head Lice—No special treatment was given,
Body Lice—No special treatment was given,

schools in the area are each provided with a sufficient suitable

water supplly from the main supply. Periodical inspections are made

of all schools

HouUsING,

SECTION D.

See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s Report.

SECTION E.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

(@) Milk Supply—See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s Report.
() Meat and other Foods—See Senior Sanitary Inspector's

Report.
The Local Food Traders” Guild 1s sull operative,

(c) Adulteration—This service 15 administered by the County

(ef)

(&)

(f)

Council.

Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Food—
Samples of milk and ice cream are taken for Bacteniological
examination by this  Authority.  These samples are
examined at the Public Health Laborarory.

Nutrition—Talks were given to young mothers ar meetings
arranged by the Ministry of Food Branch Ofhcers ac Child
Welfare Clinics.

Shellfish (Molluscan)—There are no shellhsh beds or layings
in this area.  Shellfish is rarely sold in this area.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS

The

AND OTHER DISEASES.
following table gives the numbers and age groups of the

cases of Infectious Diseases notified during the year: —
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The following rable shows the incidence of Diphtheria since 1940,
when our Immunisation Scheme was commenced. It will be noted
that until 1943 there were still a number of children not immunised.

Y Eans VOO TO4] 1942 T3 1944 1945 1946 1947 1S 19491950 1951 {1952

| : L
_".'ﬂ.{rl'{‘:-uar::l M | 77 'illll | 3 110 | 1id {1 il

ACUTE ANTERIOR POLIOMYELITIS.—Nine cases were notified.
MNo dearhs occurred.

Deaths ..| 2 O (A . . —

SCARLET FEVER—Notifications show an increase of 45 cases.
This 15 in general with the country as a whole.

PNEUMONIA.—Notifications show a decrease of 253.

DipHTHERIA—I¢ is significant that no cases of Diphtheria were
confirmed during the twelve months under review.

MEASLES.—There 1s a decrease in the number of cases of
Measles notified, 219 in 1952 as against 393 in 1951.

WHoOPING COUGH—There were 41 cases norhed in 1932 as
against 81 in 1951

Foop Po1sONING.—There were no outbreaks of Food Poisoning
in 1932

VENEREAL DisSEASE—Full supporc has been given to the
MNaorthumberland County Council in their propaganda against Venereal
Discase. Posters have been published and handbills distributed and
full information as to places and times of the Clinics supplied to
enquirers at this Public Health Department.

PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS.—There were no cases of Ophthalmia
Neonatorum during che year.

TuBerCULOSIS.—No action was necessary under the Public
Health  (Tuberculosis) Regulanions, 1925, with regard to  persons
employed in the milk trade, nor in the compulsory removal to hospiral
of persons suffering from Tuberculosis,



TuBERCULOSIS, 1952 —The following Tables are self explana-

tory :© -

UCASES XOTIFIED PDEATHS
Non- Naon-
Pulmonary Pubmonary Pulmonary Pulmonzry
M. I M. 17 M. 1. M. I,

Under 1 vear "
I 1_4| .-I- VTS TR ! I

5 to ls s 2 3
15310 25 .:l.'L':Ir‘x L ] |
25to A5 VTS K ] |
35 ta 45 VOeArs 7 3 I
45 ta 5Hd vears i !
-:l,_r T4 151 -‘.'l'i'l s | 1 |
G5 vears il over
20 &1 2 2 | I l

The notification of cases of Tuberculosis in the arca has been
satisfactory.  No action has been necessary in any case of neglect or

refusal to notify.

PARTICULARS OF TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER
as at 31st December, 1952,

Fulmonrey
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary and Non-
Pulmaonarv
M. Tistal i B I°, Tistal Tist )
UCnses on Beoister
at 1/1/52 el BB f s 297 1 i wih 57
New Unses ] L i 11} pl 2 al
{n=es Memoved L. 3 i g = o H
Cazez Beinstated
Cases on Rewister
at 311252 B i | £ 5 S I Hi ] 0

I attribure much of the increase in numbers to cransfers from the
Newcastle Regiszer of cases (19) re-housed in Benton Lane from

Newcastle duning 1952
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Longbenton Urban District Council.

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR

for the year ended 3 1st December, 1952.

e e e ——————

To the Chairman and Members of the
LONGBENTON UrBAN DiISTRICT COUNCIL.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my reporc on the Sanitary, Refuse Collection and
Housing Department for the year 1952,

HousING.—Our records of re-housing in 1952 show chat con-
siderable progress was made, a total of 141 new houses were occupied,
In addition, notices to quit were received in respect of a further 32
houses. During the allocation of new and of houses which became
vacant, tenancies were arranged so as to use them to best advantage.

We were able to effect improved conditions for no less than 275
families.

The Committee used hve of the houses available o re-house
families from clearance areas or individual unfit houses.

The following table shows the numbers of houses allocated to the

various types of applicants : —

PoinNTs SCHEME.

Categories, A. B. 3 D. O.F. Toral
fil) 13 38 12 33 156
OTHERS.
Exchanges 106
Clearance Area 5
by

Eviction Orders, etc.

Il
=
dfl
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Newcastle Corporation were able to occupy 187 houses on the
Benton Lane Estate, these houses are under the control of the Corpora-
tion and for the re-housing of families from within the City
boundaries,

The following table shows the Huctuation of the number of
applications for Council houses between 1/4/49 and 1/1/55: —
Eotecory:d: /449 1/9/49 1/5/50 1/1/51 1/1/52 1/1/53

Applicants with homes of their own
and residing in overcrowded conditions 282 2661

5=

L}
| |
=
—_
| B

20 MG

nbegary B.

Applicants without homes of their own

and residing in overer sl e conditions 225 24100 213 103 (L [ 1]
{ ol ory L.

,-"l|.|s|r3|'|':|.||.l.-; withont homes of themwr own

Bt ot overerow ded . . .. 44 (=1 S Goali R a2
{ “ale qoriy I3

Normal applicants de iring improved

housing accommodation but not over-

crowded . i AL s i i SYH Gl SR2 (T T40

1,433 1,357 L1586 1273 1498 1615

It will be noted thac there has been an increase of 117 applicants
although 187 were removed during the year from the list owing two
re-housing and withdrawals, making a total of new housing applica-
tions received during the year to be 304.

A large increase is shown in categories C, and D. 167 of the
new applicants have either not been married or resided in the area for
[WO years.

WHITLEY RoaD Camp.

The permanent military camp at Whitley Road, which was un-
othcially occupied by squatters in September, 1946, sull remains
occupied by 22 families.  This number is being reduced and we
now have permission o demolish huts on becoming vacant so as not
to perpetuate this unsatisfactory occupation.

OVERCROWDING,

Only two bad cases of new overcrowding were found during che
year. In one instance the man was discharged from a sanatorium
and ok up residence with his brother and his wife in a one roomed
house. Staturory Notice was served and the department was able o
arrange for the family to move into a larger private house which had
sufficient accommodanion.
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The other case was caused by a tenant of furnished rooms who
had been given notice to quit, having taken his wife and baby to
reside with him at his parent’s house which was already occupied up
to the permitted number.

The tenant was informed by the Clerk that unless the nuisance
from overcrowding was abated, legal proceedings were to be taken.
The nuisance was abated within one month,

REPAIR OF PRIVATELY OWNED HOUSES.

It 15 to be noted from the details given in tables Nos. 1, 2 and 3,
that a considerable amount of work has been carried out in the repair
of privately owned houses. 238 houses were repaired withour the
service of Statutory Notices. It was necessary to serve Notices under
Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936, in respect of 38 houses, n
six instances the owners carried our the work and in 31 specifications
were prepared and tenders were obtained by advertisement and the
work done by builders on behalf of the Council. A furcher 20, for
which tenders had been obtained in 1951 but which were held up
because of bad weather, were completed early during the year making
a total of 51 houses for which tenders were received to do the work
in defaule of the owners,

The work was supervised by the Department and the final costs
charged to the owners.

In one instance a property owner appealed to the County Court
to set aside a Notice under Section 9 of the Act. The hearing
commenced on the 22nd August, 1952, but was adjourned so thar
His Honour could make an inspection of the house,

The appellants agreed with all the Council’s requirements 1n
the notice, with the exception of the under-pinning and insertion of a
damp proof course in the main walls, it being contended that this was
too costly a remedy and asked to be permitted to render the walls
where the dampness existed with cement and sand to which a water
repellant had been added.

Specifications had been prepared by the Department and tenders
invited from three builders on the assumprtion thac the work was 0 be
done by the Council in default.  The lowest tender for the whole of
the work was 110 15s. 10d, and the second £114 9s. O0d.  In the
priced bill the lowest tenderer had quoted £38 16s 0d. for the insertion
of the damp proof course and the second tenderer £32 16s. 0d. The
appellant admicted having received a tender from a private builder for
£112. It was also admitted thar the rendering suggested would cost
£20, thercfore, the difference in the cost of the methods suggested was
a sum of less than £20.
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The adjourned hearing did noc take place unnl 30th June, 1935,
following His Honours inspection of the house on that t.l;l}" and
which both sides were represented. In summing up His Honour
established that the case turned on the desirability thar this damp proof
course should be put in three walls and the rising dampness, therefore,

cradicared. In his opmion what the Longbenton Urban District
Council required was reasonable.  The appeal was dismissed with
LOSTs,

It was necessary to serve Statutory Notices, under the Public
Health Act, 1936, in respect of 76 houses for housing defects, 49 of
the notices were complied with by the owners but the Council had wo
carry out the work in a similar manner to that as under Section 9 of
the Housing Act, 1936, in 66 instances, including 39 of which were
in progress of being dealt with before the end of 1951,

During the year contracts tlmﬂunrm;_, to £3,775 15s. 4d. were
carried our by private builders in respect of work ‘:.I'}L{ltlf_d by the
Department under the Housing and Public Health Acts in default of
the owners.

Legal proceedings were taken against one owner on six counts
for non-compliance with Abatement Notices served under Section 93
of the Public Health Act, 1936, for the abatement of nuisances. con-
victions were recorded and Nuisance Orders were made on each count,

[t 15 being found increasingly difhcule to persuade owners to
carry out repairs o property.  Tradesmen are difficult to obtain for
repair work owing to their being able to earn more than normal
building trade rates when working on new houses with incentive bonus
schemes and also the difficuliies the owners are hi'ulm_, to meer the
builder’s charges.  The owners, whose standard renc is fixed at the

1959 level, are having wo pay for repairs being carried our ar nearly
treble 1939 costs. This latter 1s somewhar the reason for the 1.1;54
number of houses where the work has to be done in default.  Owners
being unable to meet the accounts are applying ro the Council to spread
the cost over a period of years,

SECTIONS 11 AND 12 HoUSING AcCT, 19306

Two houses were closed as a result of informal action.  The areas
in which they are situated are to be treated in the near future as
Clearance Areas

In one further instance a demolition order was made under
Secoion 11 of the Act.

SLUM CLEARANCE PROGRAMME

The Committee considered the position of recommencement of
our Slum Clearance Programme and instrucrions were received from
the Council to inspect some 200 houses which are sub-standard and
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appropniate to be deale with as Clearance Areas. The owners of one
block of 51 houses intimated that they would not oppose demolition
and they are to be dealt with under Section 11 of the Act in carly
1953

Housing Act, 1949,
Applications for Improvement Grant,

Applications were received during the year from nine owner-
occupiers for Improvement Grants under Section 20 of the Housing
Act, 1949.  Approval was given ro eight of the applications, the other
was for an improvement to a post-war house and not applicable.

The two outstanding from 1951 and three of the eight were com-
pleted before the end of the year, the others were in various stages of
completion except one where the work had not been commenced.

The National Coal Board carried out improvements to 143 houses
withour making application for Improvement Grant, although the
standard was such that they could not be recommended for such
approval had application been made. The improvement was the instal-
lation of an approved type of kitchen range together with back boiler
and kitchen sink, therefore, providing the houses with a hot water
supply. These houses were provided with an inside water supply.
without sinks, in 1950, after representations had been made to the
Board by the Council
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TABLE 11
HOUSING.

TABULAR STATEMENT FOR 1952

(n) By Local Authority

With State

Hovses CoMpPLETED Durisa YEAR | Assistance Unaided | Total

_r
|
|
|
|
|

Permanent . . .. . s 174 | 174
Temporary = = ]
(1) ]5-_1,,' other Bodies or Persons
Permanent . . s s G 187 29 | 214
Temporary -
. INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR:
(1) Toral number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
Acts) ... 352
(2) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfic for
human habitation I
(3) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head) found not
to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation 351
2. REMEDY of DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAL
NOTICES : —
Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fic
in consequence of informal action by Local Authority
or its olhcers ... 238
3. ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS: —

(A) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing
A{'f. 1950.
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs ... 38
(2) Number of dwelling houses which were
rendered fic after service of formal notices: —

(¢) By Owners ... &
(4#) By Local Authority in default of
Owners 51

(W]
=



(B) Proceedings under Public Health Acts.

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring  defecs o be
remedied .

(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal nooices: —

(@) By Owners ... 49
(b) By Local Authority in defaule of
Owners GO

(C) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 12 of
..r"il'f. ].';}_:':'(‘.

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made ...

(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders

(3) Number of dwelling houses closed but not
demolished (Housing Acr, 1949, Secrion 3)

(D) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act,

(1) Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were made .

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respece of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having been
rendered fit

MUMBER 0OF HOUSES PERMANENTLY DISCONTINUED
A5 DWELLINGS AND NOT INCLUDED ABOVE

HOUSING ACT, 1949  (Sec. 20).

(a) Number of separate dwelling houses in respect of
which applications for grant have been received

(b) Number of separate dwelling houses in respect
of which applications for grant have been
approved ... "

76

115

Housing

19306.

[=J

p,
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TABLE Il

SUMMARY OF WoORK EFFECTED.

By By
Informal ﬁtululur_\,r Total
Action. Notice,
SANITARY UOXVENIENCES |
Privies and Privy ashpits abolished. . . .. [ 15 : | Jid
. i & . Tepaired ..... | —
Pail Closets abalished ................
Water Closets provided ............... ‘ 15 o | 17
Number of above for which erant was i |
given, P.H.A., 1936, 5.47 T 15 | 14
Sanitary bins provided - 15 | i 16
Sanitary bins renewed aef 47 I ] | i
DRAINAGE: | |
New drains constructed i il A i 72 s
Drains repaired or reconstructed o 33 i 47 =i
Additional gullies provided ! 20 29
Old gullies replaced ; a0 2 | 21 31
Scullery sinks provided .. - - 16 72 ' 88
Scullery waste pipes repaired .. o i} | 26 | 433
Seullery wastes pipes trapped .. .. i I i - | I
Yards repaired or reconstructed s 14 | i ' 74
. |
WATER SUPPLY
Sources closed or discontinned 2 No. of Houses e &
New Service provided—
() By Local Authority .. Xo. of Houses e tits
(b) By Private Owner .. No, of Houses s 22
Number of Dwelling Houses .-al.;lppl'u-tl h_y-
() Internal tap .. .. 5,186
(&) Standpipe 0% s 244
{e) Standpipe in yard oo 23T

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.
WATER SUPPLY.

Further progress was made to have water supply in pipes pro-
vided to houses which were previously drawing from standpipes eicher
in the yard or in the streer. In 16 instances the Council were able
to have the inside warter supply, together with sinks and additional
drainage provided without recourse to Statutory Notices, but in 72
instances Starutory Notices were served, in 6 of them the owners
did the work, and in other 66 the Council did the work in defaule of

the owners and charged the costs,
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The average cost of the work for a pair of flats to carry the cold
water pipe from the standpipe in the yard, extending the drainage,
htting sinks in both flats was approximately £40, giving an average
increase of 9d. per week per tenant.  In each instance the landlord
was informed prior to the service of the Statutory Notices so that
the tenant’s agreement could be obtained to the increase in rent

The proportion of houses now drawing water from common taps
as compared with those with inside water supplies has been further
reduced by :

1. the erection of new houses which are all provided with inside
water supply, sinks and baths,

[ O]

the new inside supplies provided,

ol o

the demolition of houses in clearance areas where the f;uppl}-' wias
from a standpipe in the street.

The following table shows the position with regard to water
supplies, sinks, baths and W.C's, for the whole area. It is to be
noted that the houses now drawing water from standpipes in the
street have been reduced to 2.8,

Moo of Houses with

Inside | . _

Heonses Water | Yard  (Common | i
Baths Rinks | Supply Tap Tap | W.C.'s E.C. s

only | | | {
L i, 114 T.0ks6 120 | 237 246 | 8477 12

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF WATER.

Four samples of water were submitted for bacreriological examina-
tion during the year, all were reported absence of B. coli in 100 m.L,
and were satisfagtory,
CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

Our records show that only 12 houses are not connecied to the
water carriage system.  Some of these are on isolated farms where
sewerage facilities are not available,

ASHBINS.

Informal notices were served for the replacement of 37 insanitary
ashbins. In only four instances it was necessary to serve Statutory
MNotice under Section 75 of the Act for replacement of nine bins

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

No cases of pollution of streams were noted during the year.
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D1sPOSAL OF THE DEAD.

It was necessary on one occasion for the department to make
arrangements for the burial of a person who was reputed to be with-
out means. We were unable o find any assets and the whole of the
costs had to be met by the Council,

ErapicaTiON OF THE BED BuG.

The Districe is comparatively free from bad infestations of the
bed bug. All complaints are investigated and, if necessary, work is
carried out by Council workmen and a charge made against either
(1) the landlord in the case of an empty house; or (2) the tenant in
the case of an occupied house. Where the tenant is willing to carry
out the work himself he is allowed the free use of the sprayer and a
charge is made for the solution provided. We are sull carrying out
creacment of all furniture moved into Council houses whether from
slum clearance areas or from normal allocation of Council houses, it
being a requirement of the Council that all furniture must be treated
prior to removal, but during this treatment ic has been noted that there
1s a very small percentage, even of the old houses, badly infested wich
vermin, In instances where it 1s found necessary, second and third
treatments are given in the new houses, tollowing the iminal trearment
before the furniture leaves the old house.  The solution used is D.D.T.
in Kerosene and it has been found char this preparation s very
effective.

TENTS, VANS, AND SHEDS.

Licences are held by occupiers of three trailer caravans stationed
in the districe.  All have adequare water supply and sanitary
accommodation.

Foop AND Drucs AcT, 1938,

Bye-laws—Enforcement of the bye-laws for securing the observa-
tion of sanitary and cleanly conditions and practices in connection
with the handling, wrapping and delivery of food for sale for human
consumption resulted in the service of informal notices on two
premises where dirty conditions were noted.  These matters were put
in order without recourse to formal action.

EXTRANEOUS MATTER IN Foor

It was necessary during the year to report four instances of
extraneous matter found in food: (1) a cigaretre stub in a cake; (2) a
wire in a teacake; (3) a piece of tin in a brown loaf; and (4) broken
glass in a bottle of milk. Instructions were given to prosecute and in
cach instance the magistrates convicred
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TABLE

Foon INSPECTION.

Unsonnd  Fod = U FARE [omera] o
render d e inars
. Boeef ( Home-Lkilled) S e Slones) 213
2. Beef (lmported) : ca o ag 14
3. Mutton ( Home- |\l”ll“ 1
I :"l-lntlmlqlmpl ried) |§
5. Pork (Home- Killed)
i, 1’n|k{lmpullui} =
7. Lame 2 S .. Mhs, I
5. Poultey i S A -
0w Fish s s - e e } .
1y, Frat P .t i i [ M |
1. Canned Good . o oo TIns | 144 |
12. Bacon .. e 20 o b, f]
3 Cherse . .. .. Y — ! | |
14, Butter .. o a A | 15 . |
15. Lard .
6. Eggs .. |
7. Uther fomls : | |

MEAT AND FOOD INSPECTION.
Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924,

The prninciple adopted during the war of slaughtering only
Government controlled slaughterhouses in Newcastle area, only in an
emergency slaugheer taking place in the district, was sull in operation
during 1952, The meat is allocated to the Longbenton Butcher's Pool
and loaded into vehicles ac the slaughterhouse, transported and unloaded
at the West Moor Co-operauve Slaughterhouse where it 15 weighed,
allocated to the butchers concerned, loaded into burchers’ vans and
taken o the burchers” shops. 1 have reported on previous occasions
with regard to this extra handling of mear which mitigates againse
the appearance and keeping quality of the mear.

The haulage contractor engaged to transpore the carcases from
Newcastle and to deliver most of the mear o the individual butchers
was persuaded to obtain a new container for his lorry which is so
designed that the quarters can be hung from rails instead of being
stacked on the floor.

The Committee of the Master Butchers' Association and che
Department work in close harmony and any suggestions made are
willingly accepred.



SLAUGHTERHOUSES.

The Council gave further consideration regarding the provision
of a Public Abattoir as the slaughterhouses in the districe would not
be sufhcient to meet requirements should there be a change of policy
with regard to the Government control of the slaughter of animals
for food.

In order to produce a scheme which would be more economical
than one slaughterhouse for chis area, overtures have been made to the
two adjoining authorities of Gosforth and Seaton Valley Urban
District Councils to see if they would be interested in a joint project.
Negouacions are still raking place.

COTTAGERS PIGS.

The practice of previous years of nutif}ring, the Department of all
licences issued for the slaughter of cottagers’ pigs by the Food Office
was stopped and, therefore, it was only in instances where the cottager
or the butcher informed the Department were we aware that slaughter
was taking place.

In all instances which were drawn to the notice of the Depart-
ment inspections were carried out.  Only a small amount of meat was
found to be diseased. Generally, cottagers and farmers slaughtering
pigs for their own use are very desirous to have their animals
examined by a qualified inspector at the time of slaughrer.

THE MILK AND DAIRIES REGULATIONS, 1949,

The following are the registrations now kept by the Council under
the above regulations :

Number of premises used as dairies within che districe
not being dairy farms ... 1

Number of persons registered as distributors ... 26

THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (RAW MILK) REGULATIONS,
1949.
Number of Dealers’ Licences to use the special

designation "Tuberculin Tested” in relation to
milk sold from premises within the districe ... O

Number of Supplementary Licences to use the special
designation “Tuberculin Tested” in relation to
milk rerailed within the districe O

Number of Supplementary Licences to use the 5peciu|
designation “Accredited” in relacion o milk
retailed wichin the districe —
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THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (PASTEURISED AND STERILISED
MiLK) REGULATIONS, 1949
Number of Dealers’ Licences o use the specal
designation "Pasteurised” " in relavion o mulk
sold from premises within the districe 9
Number of Supplementary Licences to use the special
designation  "Pasteurised” in relaton to mulk
retailed within the district : s §
Number of Dealers’ Licences to use the specal
designation “Sterilised” in relavion to milk sold
from premises within the districe |

r""

BACTERIOLIGICAL EXAMINATION OF MILK.

Samples of milk from each supply were submitted to the Public
Heaith Laboratory for Bacteriological Examination and Biological
Test. The detailed tables show the results of the sampling for che
year.

UNGRADED MILK.

Examination Satisfactory | Unsatistactory | Total | 9 Sabisfactory
Methylene Bloe Test . 13 4 I =125
B. Tuberculosis o 15 I 5 HEEEE

TUBERCULIN TESTED MILK.

Examination Natisfactory Unsatisfactory | Tolal | %, Satistactory
Methylene Blue Test | 5 a2 fi 143
15, Tubercalosis 5 = 2 i

PASTEURISED AND TUBERCULIN TESTED PATEURISED

MILK.
Examination Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory | Total %, Satisfactory
Methylene Bloe Test | 14 | 1.5 -5
Phosphatase Test 4 I 15 Fia

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF ICE CREAM.

During the summer months regular sampling of e cream has
been made, trying as far as possible to have samples from cach different
trader although some difhculey was experienced wich the occasional
vendors where regular sampling proved impossible.
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PRODUCER, SAMPLES. RESULT AND GRADES.
A. 2 .
B. 3 o 5
2 3 1.1.2
D. 2 1.2,
E 1 L.
E. 1 1

Sanitary Inspectors of che districts from which the unsatsfactory
samples were produced were informed ot the Bacreriologist’s Reports.

COLLECTION AND D1SPOSAL OF HOUSE REFUSE.

The Council’s fleet of six refuse vehicles was found ro be suificient
to give a satisfacrory service throughout the year. During the holiday
period in the summer months, each team has a fortnight's holiday.
therefore, the vehicles are reduced to five for a period of 12 weeks and
Juring this time the mechanic gives a thorough overhaul to all
machines so as to obviate any of them having to be kept off the road
during the winter period when refuse is much heavier.

We were able to maintin regular collection services of ar least
once per week in che residential discrices and twice in che mining areas
where the refuse is considerably heavier owing to the miners being
supplied with inferior coal.

STATISTICS.

I beg to append below statistics with reference to the refuse
collected.  The figures are based upon the estimarted population for
mid 1952, 29,270.

House REFUSE ONLY

Estimated quantity removed - ... 17,756 rtons.
Approximate average weight per house ... 206 tons.
Average quantity per house per annum ... (.45 cu. yds.
Average per 1,000 population per day (365 dn».; 33.2 cwis.
- 3
Total cost of collection (Refuse and Salvage) ... .. 10,444
Cost of Disposal ... - 941

Tortal Scavenging Costs
Less Income from Salvage, Tips, Bins, etc.

Netr Scavenging Cost .. .. 14,553



Uit COSTS
Collection. Disposal.  Total,
s, d. & 5. d.
Gross cost per ton, labour only ... 9 7 2 0 2
Gross cost per ton, transpore only p I B 0 3 O 2
Nerr cost (all expenditure) . 15 4 1] 16 5
L L .5
Netr cost per 1,000 population ... 463 32 497
Nere cost per 1000 premises ... 1,525 105 1,630
£ s d
Cost per Establishment ... 1 12 7.4
Cost per head population ... 0 9 11
Cost on rates in the £ ... g 2 18

DISPOSAL OF REFUSE.

It 1s necessary i this area o use three separate tips owing to the
scattered nature of the diserict and to the high ash content and corres-
pondingly heavy nature of the refuse collecred.

The chree tips used in 1952 were :

b

Buarradon Quarry which has sull sufhciene space for a number
of vears o take the refuse from Annitsford, Burradon and
Dudley.

Wedeopen Quarry.  This quarry was purchased by the Council
with the mtention of eventually making it into a park and
open space for this parc of the district. There 1s sall suthcient
space for a further 14 to 2 years.

Old Mooy Colliery.  In this instance the tip is in the nature of
a reclamacion scheme of land which has subsided owing to
mining operations. It s bogged and full of reeds and can
only be upped in one layer. An agreement has been drawn
up berween the Gosforth Urban Districr Council and this
Council for the joint use of the tip, the actual work of control
being carried out by this Council, and Gosforch paying 507
of the whole of the costs,

Tipping only takes place ar aleernate times on the Burradon
Quarry and Wideopen Quarry and a man is in accendance whilse tipping
15 taking place and all tipping is carried ouc on strictly controlled lines
The tps are kepr very free from rats and any outbreaks of fire are
quickly deale with by the angledozer

The ups are sprayed with Gammazene ar frequent incervals so as
to prevent thes, cockroaches or crickers.
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TRADE REFUSE.

The Council make a charge of 3d. per bin for the removal of trade
refuse from wholly business premises. In the case of a house and
shop, one bin is removed free of charge and a charge is made for any
additional bins. The shopkeepers have objected to the payment of
accounts quarterly for the removal of trade refuse, and a ticker system
has now been put into operation whereby uckets, equivalent to the
number of bins collected, are handed to the collectors at the time of
collecrion.

SALVAGE.

During the year our collection of salvage was almost identical
with those of 1951, but, owing to the reduction in the price of waste
paper from £16 to £6 10s. Od. per ton, the income has been reduced
by above £1,000 even though we had collected and sold some £240)
worth of kitchen waste above the previous year.

Appended below are the weights and values of the materials

sold
Ton. Cwts. Vialue.
Kitchen Waste ... 69 3 £240 18 0
Scrap Meral 12 4 67 0 0
Waste Paper 195 7 1629 2 0O
Hage a0 aw  uw 3003 i 14
Total ... 282 17 £2048 14 O

KITCHEN WASTE.

The Council instituted a separate collection of Kitchen Waste
For the initial period 600 individual containers were obrained and a
canvass was made of the residents in the most builc-up part of the
area in close proximity to our Depot.

It is to be noted that there are a large number of small pig-
keepers in the area who are members of the Small Pig-keepers’ Council,
therefore, we are not collecting at each house, as some houscholders
are keeping their kicchen waste for these pig-keepers.

In order to keep the cost to a minimum we were able to obtain
the services of a man with a horse and cart at a cost of 30/- per day.
The collection costs for the year worked out as follows :



£ 5 d
Hire of man, horse and care 174 6 10
Transpore into Newcastle Central

Deport - : : . 35 14 8
Depreciation on the contamers assuming

a 5 year average hte . C VI VY

288 1 O

Revenue from Kicchen Waste . 240 18 O

which gives a debir balance of .. £$47 3 6

As the scheme progressed it was noted thac there was an increase
in the amount of kitchen waste collected and as the price had been
increased by 7/06 per ton which, together with the extra allowance of
4/6 per ton made by the Newcastle Corporation owing to the distance
of haulage, 1 hope the scheme can be worked without loss.

Upon the Council considering these figures they decided char it
would be advisable to pur the matter on a more permanent basis and
an order was placed for a pedestrian controlled electric vehicle whereby
we have the collection more under our own control, which we anticipate
will give better results,

A further 600 containers have been ordered so as to extend the
scheme and ensure suthcient work for this machine,

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

During the year one full treatment and one maintenance treatment
was carried out o the sewers in the district. Very few “takes” were
noted showing that our sewers are comparatively free from racs.
Sewerage dnpuni works and refuse tips are kept under strice observa-
tion and any complaints received are immediately investigated and
treatment given.  Any investigations in connection with business
premises are charged tw the occupiers.

In the latter months of the year heavy infestations were found in
piggenies. The stock holders were all instructed in the use of
Warfarin and were supplied from a stock held ac the office on payment,
Exceptionally good results were noted.  The ease and safety with which
this material can be used has been much appreciated by the stock
holders.

In treating the sewers and sewerage disposal works we stll prefer
to use rusk and zinc phosphide.
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In conclusion 1 would like to pay cribute to Mr. G. Hudson.
Additional Sanitary Inspector, Mr. E. March, Assistant Housing Officer
and the clerical staff of the Department for their loyalty and co-opera-
tion throughout the year,

Yours faichfully,
WILLIAM N. LOCKEY,

Cliaef Sanitary Inspector,









