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[ .ongbenton Urban District Council.

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,
WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM,

for the year ended 31st December, 1949,

To the Chairman and Members of the
LoxGgBEXTON UrpaN DistrRICT COUNCIL.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the
yvear 1949,

VITAL STATISTICS.

Mid-vear figures of the Registrar General show an increase
of population of 1,210, This is largely due to the transfer of
Newcastle tenants to the Longbenton Estate.  The birth rate
shows a slight increase over 1948, 463 against 435 in 1948.  The
death rate also shows a slicht increase, 293 as lt',:ttlllat 253 1in 1948.
The mcrease in the numlrar of deaths is comm¥agrate with the
increase of the population.  There has been a significant de-
crease in the Infant Mortality Rate, 38.87 as against 43.68 in
1948,

The principal causes of death were :

Discases of the Heart e 80
Cancer (all types) -
Intra Cramal Lesions s 33

There 1s an mcrease in the number of deaths from Cancer
of all tvpes, 56 as against 40 in 1948.

[xFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Details are given on page 12.



MiILK.

The milk supplies remain satisfactory as shown by the
analyses in the report of the Senior Sanitary Inspector,

It is worth recording that in 24 samples of milk submitted
for examination for the presence of B. tuberculosis none of the
samples contained bacillus.

Houvsixa.

274 new houses were completed in 1949, A full report
of the allocation, etc., will be found in the Senior Sanitary In-
spector’s Report.

There is still overcrowding in certain districts and many
more houses of the two and three bedroom types are urgently
required.

WATER SuPpPLY.

(1) The water supply for the area during 1949 has been
satisfactory in quantity and quality.

(2)  All the water is supplied by tlu- Newcastle and Gates-
head Water Co., through the company’s mains.  Five wmn]ni{-
were taken by this authority for Bacteriological Examination
and found satisfactory.

Chemical analysis are made by the Newcastle and
Gateshead Water Co.

(3) The water supply has no plumbo-solvent action.

(4) No action was necessarv in respect of any form of
contamination.

(5) A tabulated statement is given in the Senior Sanitary
Inspector’s report of the number of dwelling houses :~ll|1]:||uI
from public water mains direct to houses by means of stand
pipes.

NUTRITION.

I have no evidence of any malnutrition in any class of
the Ullmmlillh as a result of |m'-vnt conditions.

I wish to thank the Chairman and the Members of the
Council for their kind encouragement throughout the vear
and Mr. Lockev, Senior Sanitary Inspector .11111 the Stafl for
their great help and Inmlh

| have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,
W. CUNNINGHAM,
Medical f-.’,._l'ﬁ['ﬂl' ﬂ'f- Health,
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SECTION AL

STATISTICS OF SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN THE .

Area (in acres)

Registrar General’s estimate of Resident Population

mid-yvear 1944

27,020

Number of mhabited houses (31712 49) according to

Rate Book
Rateable Value .
sum represented by a Penny Rate (31/12/49)

SOCIAL CONDITIONS,
The chief industry 1s coal mining,

with the

7.859
(129,974

(511

l.‘x:'l'plit:l]l of

the residential area of Benton and Forest Hall,

EXTRACTS FROM

VITAL STATISTICS OF THE

Male

Live Births— Legitimate 246
Hlegitimate ... 7

253

still Births— Legitimate iy
Ilegitimate I

7

Live Births per 1,000 Population :
still births per 1,000 Live and Still Births

DEAaTH KRATE.

The Death Rate per 1.000 of the estumatedd
population

DEATHS FROM PUERPERAL CAUSES Deaths

Pucrperal Sepsis nil

COther Maternal Causes nil
nil

Y EAR.
IFemale  Total
2004 430

5 13
210 163
L) 13

1 2
1) 17
17.13

31.25

10,54

[ate por 1,000
total (Live and
sull Births)
(.10
RN

——



DEATHS OF INFANTS. Male Female Total

Legitimate 10) 5 15

[egitimate 2 1 3
12 ] 18

Deatu Rate Per 1,000 LiveE BIRTHS OF INFANTS UNDER
1 YEAR OF AGE.

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ... i 38.87
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Huthu, 33.33
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births 230
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 56
Deaths from Measles (all ages) —

Deaths from Whooping Cough
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 vears of age) ... 2



i/

Cavses oF DEATH 1y THE Losanextoax Aria, 1PHY,
Causes of Death Males  Female
All Causes 11 132
1 Typhoid and Para Typhoid
2 Cerebro-Spinal Fever s
J—Scarlet lFever 2t
Whooping Cough ... -— —

5—Diphtheria...

B— ulnmn[mh of lxu}:ll-ulu}l\ "~1-tu|1 s 6
7—Other forms of Tuberculosis 2
8 —Syphilitic diseases 1 —
9—Influenza ... | ]
10-—Measles — —
I "n_ Pohio- mullth and Pﬂlll}-l‘]‘ﬂ‘t1I|Idlltl‘- - —
12— Ac. Inf.. Encephalitis ... — —
13 l'.':lm'u-r of buc. cav. and ocsoph (M),

uterus (IF) 1 :L
14— Cancer of stomach and {Ill:::lumm o) S5
15— Cancer of breast ... 5
16—Cancer of all other sites ... IS 17
17— Diabetes ... i 2
18—Intra-cranial v: t‘atill AT |1 sions ... 18 15
19 —Heart Diseases .. . 44 36
20-~Other diseases of tlu_ L‘I'l{.‘llLLlﬂH Sy -lu.|n 3 5
21—Bronchitis ... 12 11
22 —Pneumonia : A : 4
23— Other respiratory {lha'dw B 3 1
24—TUlecer of the stomach or {lumlumun I —
25— Diarrhoea (under 2 vears) 2
26— Appendicitis — 2
27— Other digestive diseases ... 5 —
28 \gpllnth . 3 —
29-—Puer. and post- Lthﬂll S0 }mn —
30—Other maternal causes ... —
31—Premature birth ... 03 2
32— Con. mal. birth inj. infant. dis. ... 3 3
33 —Suicide . . 3 |
34 RRoad trathe accide Ilt'- 3 -
35 —0ther violent causes 4 o
Jo—All other causes ... L 1)

Ihere is no evidence of any unusaal or excessive mortality
during the year,

| have no evidence, statistical or otherwise, that conditions
of un:l:l]ml;mll cnvironment or unemployment have exercised
any sienibicant inlluence on the health or phvsigque of adults,
There 15, however, evidence that the general health and physique
of children, both of pre-school and school age, are steadily im-
proving.
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SECTION B.
1. (1) Public Health Officials : see page 2.
(11) Laboratory facilities are now available at the Public

Health

(@) Laboratories, General Hospital, Newcastle-on-
Tyne and Government Buildings, Blakelaw,
Newcastle-on-Tyne,

(4 Ambulance Service 1s now under the jurisdiction
of the Northumberland County Council.  The
service in Longbenton is administered by the
South East Area Sub-Committee, of which Com-
mittee | act as Area LExecutive Medical Officer.

(¢) Nursing in the home is controlled by the North-
umberland County Council.

(d) There are no hospitals in the area with the ex-
ception of the Infectious Diseases Hospital,
Scaffold Hill,

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE SERVICE.

This service is operated and controlled by the Northumberland
County Council.

SEcTION C.
1. WATER SuppLY.

(1) The water supply for the area during the last vear
has been satisfactory in quality and quantity. All
the water for the district is -~I':|1|}11: d by the Newcastle
and Gateshead Water Co. The mains supplying
Annitsford, Dudley, Seaton Burn and Wideopen are
still the property of the Longbenton Urban District
Council, whilst all other mains are the property of
the Newcastle and Gateshead Water Co.

(tr)  Drainage and Sewerage— Conditions remain the same.
2. (1) Rivers and Streams—See Senior Sanitary inspector’s
Report.
3. (1) Closet Accommodalion—See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s
Report.
(1) Public Cleansing—See Senior Sanitary  Inspector’s
IKeport.
(tar)  Santtary Inspection of the arca—5See Senior Sanitary
[nspector’s Report.
(1)  Shops and Offices—See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s
Report.



(v)
(21)

(wit)
(vi1t)

(1 x)

SCHOOLS,

10)
Camping Sites—See Sanitary Inspector’s Report.

Smoke Abatement—No official action has been neces-

sary.  See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s Report,

Swimming Baths and Pools—There are no swimming
baths or pools in the area.

Eradication of the Bed Bug—See Senior Sanitary
Inspector’s Report,

Head Lice—No special treatment was given.

Body Lice—No special treatment was given.

The schools in the area are each prm'i{lfﬂ with a sufficient
suitable water supply from the mains supply. Periodical
inspections are made of all schools,

Houvsing.

Section D.

See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s Report.

SEcTIioON E.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

(a)
(b)

(¢)

(ef)

Milk Supplv—See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s Report.

Meat and Other Foods—See Senior Sanitary Inspector’s
Report.

Food Trader’s Guild to ensure a supply of clean
food under hygienic conditions is in process of form-
ation and the response seems likely to be good.

Adulteration—This service 1s administered by the
County Council.

Chemical and Bacleriological Examinalion of Food—
Samples of milk and ice eream are taken for Bae-
teriological Examination by this authority. These
samples are examined at the Public Health Labor-

atory.

Nutrition—No special educative effort was made
in the nature of lectures, films, etc.
Shellfish—(Molluscan)——There are no shellish beds
or lavings in this area.  Shellish 15 rarely sold
in this area.
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Secrion I,
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES.

The following Table gives the numbers and age groups
of the cases of Infections Diseases notilied during the vear

[SEE OVER PAGE].
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[he following Table shows the incidence of  Diphithern
since 1940, when our immunisation Scheme was commenced
It will be noted that untl 1943 there were still a number of
children not immunised :

YIEARS PO T 2 T3 10 TS TG T T 194 S 1949
Mo, of cases ... vodl 39 TTUOL | 30 [L10 | 16 [ 3 0
I Wweaths 2 | 4 |

AcuTE ANTERIOR Porio MvyreriTis.—IFour cases were
confirmed. No deaths occurred.

SCARLET FEVER.—There was an increase in the number
of cases of Scarlet FFever in 1949, 45 cases as against 39 in 1948,
There were no deaths.

DiPHTHERIA.—There were 2 cases of Diphtheria in 1949
of a verv mild type.

PxEUMONIA.—21 cases were notihied as against 15 in 1948,

CEREBRO SPINAL FEVER.—There was one case of Cerebro
spinal Fever which recovered.

MEasLES.—There was an mcrease in the number of cases
of Measles notihed. 339 cases in 1949 as against 226 in 1948,

WhoorinGg Covcn.—There was an increase in the number
of cases notified, 96 as against 92 in 1948, There were no deaths.

Foon PoisoxinG.—There were no outbreaks of Food
Poisoning in 1949,

VEXEREAL DISEASE.—Full support has been given to the
Northumberland County Council in their propaganda  against
Venereal Disease.  Posters have been published and handbills
distributed and full information as to the places and times of
the Clinics supplied to enquirers at this Public Health Depart-
ment.

PrEVExNTION oF BLINDNESS-—There were no cases of
Ophthalmia Neonatorum during the vear.

TuBERCULOSIS.—No action was necessary  under  the
Public Health {(Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925, with regard to
persons emploved in the milk trade, nor in tln- compulsory
removal to hospital of persons suffering from Tuberculosis,
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TupErcULosts, 1949 —The following Tables are sell
explanatory :—

i CASES NOTIFIED DEATHS
: , MNomn- ' Non-
| Pulmonary i Pulmonary Pulmonary | Puolmonary
| M. F. | M. E, M. |08 M. F.
- . | sl i :
Under 1 year = | | '
1 to 5 vears ‘ 2 i | ! | : E
5 to 15 vears 1 1 | 1 |
15 to 25 years 5 12 L |1
25 to 35 vears ) 3 Z 3 a |
35 to 45 vears | 2 | 2 : 2 |
43 to 55 vears .. 3 | 1 -
93 to 65 years ...| l | . 1 -
65 vears and over i 1| - - | —
| 7 | 5 | | I —'_ | 2 ——— —_—
20 21 1 4 / (] 2

The notification of cases of Tuberculosis in the area has
been satisfactory. No action has been necessary in any case of
neglect or refusal to notify.

PARTICULARS OF TUBERCULOSIS REGISTER

as at 31st December, 1949,

IPulmonary
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary and Non-
I'ulmonary

| AL l F, Total M. I IF. Total Total

Cases on Register

at 1/1/49. |99 bl 183 32 34 303 244

= | - PR F—_—— sl — S
New Cases | 20 21 41 1 4 5 46
- | pamm— a— — - i - | = - - —

Cases emoved 100 7 17 : 1 1 : )
Cases Reinstated | 1 1 - - - 1
Cases on Register

at 31/12/49 o 110 b 1] 208 33 A3 i 276

|

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE AcT, 1948, Section 47.

One elderly lady was transferred to suitable premises for
care and attention. No court action was necessary.




ANNUAL REPORT

of the

SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR

for the year ended 31st December, 1949,

Dear Dr. Cunningham,

[ beg to submit my report on the Sanitary and Housing
Department for the yvear 18449,

HouvsixG.—Although this Authority have been able to
build all the houses in the 1949 allocation, this number (154)
has not been sufficient to reduce the number on the waiting
lists as shown in the :lpplndwl tables.  The ap |'n“:‘.’,l_tir:|]:|-. have
imcreased from 1,522 on the hirst January, 1949, to 1,633 in Sep-
tember, 1949 and 1,711 in May 1950. It is not possible to
obtain the figures for the 1st ]dtlll wy, 1930, as the lists were
produced on the second and thaird mentioned dates. It will be
noted from the lists that those in Category A, viz.,  applicants
in homes of their own who are living in overcrowded con-
ditions " have been reduced from 282 to 255 although some
71 families were rehoused in larger accommodation than occupied,
In Categories B and €, that 1s, " families without homes of
their own,”" although some 76 families were provided with homes
of their own of sufhcient size the list has grown at the 1st May
of this vear to 716, 19 of the houses provided were utilised for
the rehousing from Clearance Aveas, which were conlirmed
before 1938, the condition of which had detertorated so much
that it was decided these houses could no longer be oceupied,
Adjustments in tenancies were made in 74 instances wherehy
new houses of larger size were allocated to existing Council
house tenants or suitable t‘-.i.[lll]”l.-. arranged whereby Large
familics were transferred to larger houses and small families
allocated the smaller houses thereby giving additional accommad-
ation to 40 families residing in Council houses who needed more
accommodation than then |n'1'l[|JiLl] The Department have
kept a vigilant watch on existing houses with surplus accom-
modation and eve ry ctlort 1s made to utilise existing and new
houses to the best advantag
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It will be noted from the report that there have been
provided some 104 houses on the Benton Lane Estate.  These
are under the control of the Newcastle Corporation and for
rchousing families from the area of the City and Countv of
Newcastle-on-Tyne.

In addition to the urgent needs of families overcrowded
and without homes of their own the Council has also the problem
of houses still occupied which were included in Clearance Areas
confirmed prior to 1938, a total of 90 still being occupied at the
the end of the year. Arrangements, however, were made
whereby a number of these, approximately 25, would be rehoused
early in 1950. There is also the problem of the rehousing of
families residing in Nissen hutted camps.  Seven still reside in
Rookwood and 23 in Clousden Drive. The Committee are
aware of the conditions of these families and an attempt is to
be made to rehouse therefrom during 1950 following which the
huts will be demolished so as to prevent further unofficial
occupation. There are some 32 families residing in Tinkler’s
Square Camp where the huts are of better construction and
sanitary accommodation and water supply more readily acces-
sible. The Committee have given instructions for certain
repairs and improvements to be carried out at this latter camp as
it would appear from our housing need that it will have to
remain occupied for a further period.

Category A. 1/4/49 /9/49 1/5/50
Applicants with houses of their own
residing in overcrowded conditions 282 261 255

Category B.

Applicants without homes of their own
and residing in overcrowded conditions 225 2400 213

Category C.
Applicants without homes of their own )
but not overcrowded 449 481 503

Category D.
Normal Applicants desiring improved
Housing accommodation but not over-

crowded ... 477 575 615
Applicants not residing in Longbenton
Area 89 98 125

—— e — REp—

1,522 1,655 1,711
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Uxorricial OccuPATION OF SLuM CLEarascE Houses,

F'wo cases 1]1~".'1*|4.|-||-|'|l during the vear where familics moved
into slum clearance houses following the rehousing of  the
occupters and prior to the houses being  demolished,  Legal
proceedings were mmstituted, in one instance the house was
vacated before }II'lH'l"l'(“ll;_:H were taken.  In the other the court
gave possession within 28 davs,

Two very bad cases of overcrowding were found which
were in the nature of a deliberate attempt to force the Council
to rehouse in Council houses, and not cases of sons or daughters
being married and bringing their respective spouses to reside
with parents. The conditions were so bad that 1t was neces-
sary to bring them to the notice of the Commuttee for statutory
action.

Reprair oF Houses,

It will be noted from Page No. 18, that a considerable
amount of work has been carried out in the repair of private
houses,  Owners arc still finding the costs of repairs to be very
high in comparison with pre-war vears and, m conscquence
thereof, in most instances do not carry out repairs until attention
is drawn to disrepair by the department.

It was necessary to serve notice under Section 9 of the
Housing Act in 13 instances following which 24 houses were
overhauled, 13 by owners who complied with notices, in all the
others specifications were prepared, tenders obtained and the
work was done by builders on behalf of the Council, the final
costs being charged to the owners.

It was found during the latter part of the year that more
builders were in a position to offer to carry out work as evidenced
by the increased number who submitted tenders. In 24 in-
stances notices were served under the Public Health Acts and
in all but 7, where the work was in progress, the work was
carricd out during the vear without having to resort to legal
proceedings.

Statutory Notices under Section 43 of the Act were
served in 21 instances for the repair of defective closets, the
owners complying with the notices in 9 instances and in 14,
specifications were prepared and tenders invited for the carry-
ing out of the work. The balance is made up of notices out-
standing at the 1st January, 1949,
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TABLE I1.
HOUSING:

TABULAR STATEMENT FOR YEAR 1949,

With State

Houses Completed duning the YVear Assistance [ RETRITIIEY

(@} By Local Authority

|:f-'| [3s other Boddies or Persons

Permanent 154
Temporary

IP'ermanent 1ivy 13
Temporary

Total

154

1210

INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR :

REMEDY OF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAL

Total number of dwelling houses inspected for

housing  defects  (under Public Health or

Housing Acts

Number of dwelling houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health as to
be unfit for human habitation

Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be n all respects reasonably fit
for human habitation

NOTICES :—

1.
(1)
(2)
(3)

iy

o

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered
it consequence of mformal action by Local
Authority or its officers

ACTION UXDER STATUTORY POWERS :
(A) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housine

Act, 1936.

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respeet of
which notices  were served  requiring
repalrs

(2) Number of dwelling houses which  were
rendered hit after service of formal notices :
(@) By Owners 13

() By Local Authority in default of
Owiners ... 11

204

1414

279

=

24
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I:Hj J’]'rl[':'q'i!'l”I_.':.‘i tinder Public Health Acts.

(1)

(2)

Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring defects
to be remedied

Number of dwelling houses in  which
defects  were remedied after service of
formal notices :—

(@) By Owners 17
() By Local Authority in default of
Owners ... —

(C) Proceedings under Section 11 and 12 of Housing
1936.

(1)

Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made

Number of dwelling houses demolished 1n
pursuance of Demolition Orders

Number of dwelling houses closed but not
demolished (Housing Act, 1949. Sec. 3.) ...

24

Act,

20

(D)) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936.

(1)

(2)

Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were made

Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were determined, the tenement or
room having been rendered fit

4. Numper ofF HousiEs PERMANENTLY DISCONTINUED
AS DWELLINGS AND NOT INCLUDED ABOVE

HOUSING ACT, 1945, (Sec. 20).

Number of separate dwelling houses in
respect of which applications for grant
have been received
Number of separate dwelling houses in
respect of which applications for grant
have been approved
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TABLE TIII.

SUMMARY oF WoREKE AFFECTED.

I3 Bv
Informal | Statutory | Total
Welion Notice

SANITARY CONVENIEXNCES
Privies and I'rivy Ashpits

abaolished 5 3
Water Closets I't'E1;Ii.1'1.‘1| a2y 33 Lih
Pail-Closets abolished
Water-Closets provided 7 7
Number of above for which grant

was given, I HL A, 1936, 5, 47 4 4
Sanitary Bins provided ... 5 5
Sanitary Bins renewed 163 17 150
DRAINAGE
New Drains constructed ... i34 . 3 72
Drrains repaired or reconstructed ... 1240 ' M 1410
Additional Gullies provided GLE 2 70
Old Gullies replaced 5 ' 2 7
Scullery sinks provided (§1H 4 ikl
Scullery Waste Mipes repaired 24 5 20
Scullery Waste Pipes trapped 2 4 ()
Yards repaired or reconstructed ... 21 A 26
WATER SUPPLY—
Sources closed or discontinued 3 No, of houses M
New services provided
(@) By Local Authority ... Mo, of honses =
(Y DB Private Owner 219 No, of Houses 215
Number of Dwelling Houses supplied by
{a) internal tap or e 7069
(b)) standpipe 382
(&) “"-“”‘]i"il”' mn }'EHWI 40

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT,
WATER SUPPLY,

A considerable amount of progress has been made to
have inside water supplhies provided for houses drawing supplies
from common stand pipes in the street. The Couneil agreed
to the Coal Board providing inside water supplies only, with-
out sinks or additional drainage, at 143 houses at Burradon
Colliery, they having considered that the property could not
be given a sanitary life of more than 10 vears.  In 63 houses
at Seaton Burn the Committee gave an extended life of Dbe-
tween 10 and 15 vears and inside water supplies, sinks and
additional  drainage was provided.  Negotiations  were pro-
ceeding at the end of the year to have further National Coal
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Board properties dealt with before the end of 1950, Advantage
was taken while serving informal housing notices in instances
where the tenants of private houses were drawing water from
common taps to have inside water supply and sinks
provided. There is a record of 30 houses having been so improved.
The proportion of houses now drawing water supplies from
common taps as compared with those with inside water supply
has been further reduced by the erection of new houses which
are all provided with inside water supplies, sinks and baths,
and by the provision of inside supplics mentioned above, and
also by the demolition of houses in clearance areas without inside
water supplies.

The following table shows the position with regard to
inside water supplies, sinks, w.c’s., etc., for the whole area.
It is to be noted that less than 59, of the population are now
drawing water supplies from stand pipes in the street.

Na, of Houses with

Houses Inside | '
Baths | Sinks Water Yard |Common
Supply Tap Tap W.Cs. | ECs.
7.859 5190 | 6.676 393 408 382 | 7.818 41

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

Records show that only 41 houses are not connected to
the water carriage system. Of these it is anticipated that some
21 will be demolished in the very near future, they being in
clearance areas, and the rest are in connection with isolated
farms where sewerage facilities are not available.

Asn BiIxs.

[nformal notices were served for the replacement of 163
insanitary ash bins. It was necessary, however, to serve
statutory notice in 14 instances for the renewal of 17 ash bins.
In 11 of the latter cases the bins had to be installed and the
cost charged to the owners. In each instance the Council
considered upon whom the notice should be served. No
appeals were lodged during the year.

RIVERS AND STREAMS,

No cases of pollution of streams were noted during the

vear.

ErADICATION oF THE BED Bud,

The district is comparatively free from bad infestations
of the bed bug. All complaints are investigated and 1l neces-
sary work is carried out by Council workmen and a charge
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made against either (1) the landlord in the case of an empty
house or (2) the tenant in the case of an oceupied house.  Where
the tenant 1s willing to carrv ont the work himsell he is allowed
the free use of the spraver and a charge for the solution provided
is made. We are still carrving out treatment of all furniture
moved into Council houses whether from slam clearance areas
or from normal allocation of Counecil houses, it being a require-
ment of the Council that all furniture must be treated prior
to removal but during this treatment it has been noted that
there is a verv small percentage even of the old houses badly
mfested  with  vermin. In mstances where it 1= {ound
necessary, second and third treatments are given in the new
houses following the mmtial treatment before the furniture
leaves the old house.  The solution vsed 1s D.D.T. in Kerosene
and it has been found that this preparation is very effective,
SHOPS AND OFFICES.

A campaign was carried out during the year to have
shops in the area without running hot water supply provided
with hot and cold water supply. The Council decided that
hot water supply within the meaning of the Food and Drugs
Act meant piped hot water and we were able to persuade the
proprietors in 32 food handling premises to have water heaters
provided and in three instances additional sanitary accom-
madation.  In only another 11 instances were contraventions
of the Shops Acts found and informal requests were complied
with,

TeExTs, VANS AND SHEDS.

Two hicenses only have been 1ssued for the use of caravans
for human habitation. In one instance it is used during the
summer months only by a person who works in a hospital
theatre. It was necessary, however, to serve notice for the
removal of tents in two instances.  In one the conditions were
so bad that it was reported to the Council and Statutory Notice
was served under Section 93 of the Act for the abatement of the
nulsance.
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TABLE 1V.
Foop INsPEcTION.

7 > | Legal
Unsound Food Sur- Seized Pro
rendered | ceedings
1. Beef (Home-Killed) ...slones 491 —
2. Beef {(Imported) s 12 -
3. Mutton (Home-Killed) & 11
4. Mutton (Imported) R 3 [
3. Pork (Home-Killed) ek Aol |
6. Tork (Imported)... L ot - —
7. Game T s - Rl
8. Poultry ... e e = s
9. Fish T - , - —
1. Fruit Lbs. or cases ... — —
11. Canned Goods ... PR Bl o1 328 =
12, Bacon < .ox 1bs, 448 s P
13. Cheese ... AT 7 - —
14. Margarine iy o 19 = ——
15, Lard B [ — — e
16, Sausage ... R 15 . —
17. Other Foods— -
Bread o 45 . -
IMeas N G [ — —
Vinegar ... ...Galls. | 122 | - —

MEeAT axp Foop INSPECTION.
Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924,

The principal adopted during the war of slaughtering
only in Government controlled slaughterhouses in Newcastle
area and only 1n an emergency, slaughter taking |:1f1-:¢:- in the
district was still in operation rlulma.{ 1949, The meat is allocated
to the lLongbenton Butchers” Pool and loaded into wvehicles
at the slanghterhouse, transported and unloaded at the West
Moor Co-operative Slaughterhouse where it is weighed, al-
located to the butchers concerned, loaded into the butchers’
vans and taken to the butchers’ shops. I have reported on
previous occasions with regard to this extra handling of meat
which mitigates against the appearance and the keeping
quality of the meat. The Committee of the Master Butchers’
Association and the Department work in close harmony and
any suggestions made are willingly accepted.

COTTAGER'S PIGS.

The practice of previous years of notifying the Depart-
ment of all licences 1ssued for che slanghter of cott: wers’ ],ﬂm-.
by the Food Office was stopped and, therefore, it was only in
instances where the cottager or the butcher mformed the
lhl:tltllll nt were we aware that slaughter was taking place,
In all instances which were drawn to the notice of the Depart-
ment inspections were carried out. Only a small amount of
meat was found to be diseased, Generally cottagers and




25
farmers slaughtering mgs for their own use are very desirous
to have their animals examined by o qualilicd inspector at the
time of slanghter.

PUBLIC ABBATOIR.

It would appear to me that the time has now arnved
for the Council to consuder the slanghtering facilities within the
area.  The demand has greatly, and will further, inerease with
the Large number of new houses being provided in the area
by outside Authorities and should future policy decide a re-
vision to local slanghterhonses those in the district will be in-
suthcient to meet the needs of the area. 1t 15 my intention to
ask the Public Health Committee to prepare a scheme for a
Public Abbatoir in the Longbenton area.

Mitk axp Damgies ORDER, 1926,
MiLk REecvraTioxs, 1949,

The following is a summary of the particulars of the Milk
and Dairies Register at the st October, 1949, prior to the
coming into operation of the Food and I:'m;.\.' (Milk and Deairies)
Act, 1944,

Number of persons registered as  cow-keepers

Number of premises registered as cow-sheds .. 19
Number of cows kept on registered 11|‘1.'|||i.-‘~|_-.a
[Li}aiim\ ) : 460
Number of cow- I~.u|ui-. ret: nlmrf milk . 14
Number of persons registered as lJau_xm:rn in
the area 19
Number of Dairvmen outside the area re-
tailing in area G 11
Number uf premises tl"hti'lwl as Il.mua 19
Number  of  persons registered  as Retail
Purveyors ... 54

Mitk (Srecian DeEsioxatioxn) OrpeEr, 1936,
The following are particulars of licenses granted under
the above Order:
Premises licensed for storage and sale of T.T.

Milk ...
Premises licensed for storage and sale ol

Pasteurised Milk ... . 1
supplementary licences to retail T.T. Milk ... 3
‘-wuppium-ntln licences to retall  Pasteurised

Milk ... 2
supplementary heences  to retail  Accredited

Milk ... —
Accredited producers L., L

Tuberculin Tested producers ... 3
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Only one dairy registered in this district was not in con-
nection with a dairy-farm and as this retailer was no longer
selling milk his name was removed from the register.

There are now 25 retail purveyors registered in the area.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXaMinATION oF MILK.

Samples of milk from each supply were submitted to the
Public Health Laboratory for Bacteriological Examination
and Biological Test. The detailed tables show the results of
the sampling for the year.

MILK PRODUCED IN THE LONGBENTON AREA.

i
Un- %
Examination Satisfactory | satisfactory |'I'nt:l| lSatisI’ar_'tnrf-.'

—— | — e — e | ——

Methylene | :
Blue Test 24 i 10 | 34 70.6

Not Found | Present | Total
I3, Tuberculosis ... 20 | : | 20 100

MILK PRODUCED OUTSIDLE LONGBENTON AREA.

Un- o/

"I
Examination Satisfactory | satisfactory | Total | Satisfactory
b — | —— -t ==y
Methvlene i
Blue Test ...| 10 3 | 13 77
| Not found Present | Total I
15, Tuberculosis ... 1 . [ 1 100
GRADED MILEK.
T
| Un- _ 0
[Examination | Satisfactory | satistactory | Total | Satisfactory

e —————: | —

Methylene

Blue Test ... 13 3 1 81
[ Not Found Present Total
3. Tuoberculosis ... i = 3 | IR

TOTAL NUMBELR OF SAMPLES TAKEN.

Un- B
Lxamination Satisfactory | satisfactory | Total | Satisfactory
- - e e s
Methvlene | . : ks
Blue Test I 47 16 | 33 75
| Not Found Present | Total |

3. Tuberculosis ... 24 | 24 | 10
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SACTERIOLOGICAL LExamixaTioNn oF [crk CRrEAM.

Maring the summer months regular sampling ol we cream
has been made, trving as far as possible to have ;mlqrh--‘ from
each different trader and paving special regard to e cream
produced by our one and only ]r[l'ﬂtl.ltﬂ.qll'lll-.ll‘-ﬂl where previous
samples had not been -~.HI-1l1LtnI‘.

PropuceERr SAMPLES RESULTS AND GRADES
A 5] | B e Local Producer
I5. o 1.2.4.4.4.
R g 4.3.4.
D, 2 2.2,
 tnd 4 4444,
| 2 1.1.
(1. ] o Occastonal Vendor
H. I 4, .
1. 1 3. .

sanitary Inspectors of the districts from which the un-
satisfactory samples were produced were informed of the
Bacteriologists Reports.

CoLLECTION AND Disrosal oF Housg REFUSE.

The Council maintain a fleet of five refuse collection
vehicles and in addition have two 'L,lmu*ll utility waggons
which can be used for refuse collection in cases of emergency.
This tleet has been suflicient to deal with the refuse ]m}niun.lt
throughout the district. Collections are made at least once

a uuek except in the mining areas, wherein the bins must be
emptied at least bi-weekly.

STATISTICS.
I beg to append below statistics relating to the refuse

collection.  The higures are based upon the estimated population
for mid-1949 of 27,020,

Hovse REFuse OxLy.

Estimated quantity removed ... 18,733 tons.
Approximate average weight per house ... 2.36 tons.
Average quantity per house per annum ... 7.6 cu. yds.
Average per 1,000 pop. per day (365 days) 37.5 cwis,
Total cost of collection (Refuse and Salvage) L10,073.
Cost of disposal o LHID
Payment to men when sick ... ‘{EL’H.
Total scavenging Costs 110,976
Less income from salvage (1,011,

Nett Scavenging Cost ... 19,965
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£ o5
Lost per house e 1 5 48
Cost per head population 7 0.06
Cost on rates in the £ 1 7.6

DisposalL oF REFUSE.

It 1s necessary in this area to use three separate tips
owing to the scattered nature of the district and to the high
ash content and correspondingly heavy nature of the refuse
collected. The three tips used during 1949 were :—

1. Burradon Quarry which still has sufficient space for a num-
ber of years to take the refuse from Annitsford, Burradon
and Dudley.

2. Scaffold Hill Quarry the use of which has been obtained
from the farmer concerned and will be of sufficient size to take
the refuse for a further period from West Allotment, Benton,
[Forest Hall, Killingworth, Benton Lane Estates and West
Moor.

3. Wideopen Quarry which was purchased by the Council
with the intention of eventually making it into a park and
open space for this part of the district, still has sufficient
accommaodation for refuse for a further 1}-2 vears.

A tip man is in attendance whilst tipping is taking place
at the various sites and the tipping 1s carried out on htllft]}
controlled lines, the tips being kept free from rats and fire.

The tips are sprayed with Gammazene at frequent in-
tervals so as to prevent flies, cockroaches or crickets,

TrapeE REFUSE.

At the outbreak of hostilities, when the need for salvage
of waste materials became evident, the council decided to
forego the charge for the removal of trade refuse, as it was
thought that shop keepers would destroy salvagable materials
in order to keep the amount of trade refuse to a minimum.
This concession was in operation until the end of the vear.

SALVAGE.

This Council had an agreement for the disposal of all
waste paper collected and even following the reduction of the
price decided to continue with the collection of paper as it was
deemed advisable to reduce to a minimum the amount of paper
in the tips and that it was still |l'l|11]|ll| as a raw material for the
manufacture of boards, etc.  During the vear we were able
to collect 147 tons of paper, above 5 tons of non-ferrous metals
and 12 tons of scrap iron.



29
Rats axp Mice DEsTRUCTION AcT, 1919,

This Council accepted the delegation of powers under
the Rats and Mice Destruction Act, 1919 and the Infestation
Order, 1943, from the Northumberland County Council. It
has been noted following regular treatments of the sewers that
the complants received of rat infestations,  especially  on
private properties, are practically negligable.  All complaints
received are investicated and etther advice given on how to
clear the infestations or the work 1s carried out by the Council’s
workmen and charges made accordingly,

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

The Council have joined the National Smoke Abatement
society North East Divisional Council and are represented on
the Executive Committee by Councillor Mrs. McCann and
myvself.  Whilst all the industrial premises in this district use
electrical energv, and there are no potential smoke nuisances
from any premises, the possibility of nuisance from burning
pit heaps remains and informal discussions have taken place
with the managements of the collieries in the district in order
to minimise the risk of fire from such accumulations, under-
takings have been given that immediate action will be taken
should anv of the pit heaps show signs of combustion.

Yours faithfully,
W. N. LOCKEY,
Sentor Sanitary  Inspector


















