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TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS
OF  THI
LOFTUS URBAN “DISTRICT#€6UNCIL

GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my Annual Report for the year 184, 1w aecordance with the Ministey of
Health Circular 49 45. 1t is shorter than pre-war reports, but, in view of the removal of the
restriction on the publication of population figures, ete., | have thought it might be of interest to
resume the inclusion in the report of summaries of figures providing some measure of the health
of the population, in order that an estimate may be made of the dircetion and extent of any
progress or change.

The Registrar-General estimates the population of the urban district at the middle of 1944
as 6,602, When the district was enlarged in 1932, and the recent census furnished precise figures,
the population was estimated to be 8,184 : since then the estimates bave steadily declined each
year until now it has dropped 1,582 below the 1932 figure. This fall in population is doubtless
associated with the closing of two ironstone mines.

The number of births in the year was 156, the Largest number since the period 1924—23
during which the average yearly number of births was uiso 156, The birth-rate for the year 15
therefore 23'6 per thousand of the population, which may be compared with the rate of 1389 to
which the births had shrunk in the period 1934—38 just before the war.

There were 82 deaths of residents of the district during 1944, corresponding to a death-rate
of 12'4, which compares with the average death-rate of 12°2 during the years 1934—38, and 130
during the five years 1939—43.

The number of infant deaths during the year was 7 ; this gives an infant mortality rate of
45 infants dying per thousand live births. On the small local yvearly figure of births this rate might
by chance vary widely : during the five years 1939-—1943 the vearly rate varied between 10 and 84,
and averaged 53 infant deaths per thousand births. The infant mortality rate for the whole
country for 1944 was 46; that for the Combined Districts 38 : so the local figure does not vary
widely from these.

These vital statistics, and the fgures for carlier five-vear periods for comparison, are given
in Table | at the end of this report. The table covers a period of sixty years. The earliest
“ Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health ™ for this district that 1 have is for the year 1882,
and a few figures will illustrate the changes that have occurred since then, 1o 1882 the population of
the district was estimated at 6,699—97 persons more than in 1944 ; the number of deaths in 1382
was 101, and 37 of these occurred under the age of 1 year and 16 at the age of G yvears or upwards.
Compare this with the 7 infant deaths and 40 deaths at the age of 65 years or upwards that
occurred in 1944 out of the total of 82 deaths. Expressing this in another way, the average age of
those dying in the district in 1882 was 244 years 3 in 1944, it was 571, One cannot conclude that
in these sixty years the span of life in the district has been lengthened by 33 years, for that is
vitiated by the fact that the population in 1882 included a far larger proportion of children and a
much fewer number of old people than now : there were, for instance, 296 children born in 1882
compared with what we now consider the large figure of 156, The altered modence of death is

partly the cause and partly the result of the changed age-condition of the population. As well as the



alteration in the age at which death strikes it has changed its chiel weapons: in 1882 there were 20
deaths from the commaon acute infectious disenses and 5 from diarrhoea in young children @ in 1944
there were in the district no deaths from the acute infections, and two from diarrheea in young
children.

Noomfectious discase was very prevaient in the district during the year although the number
of cases of scarlet fever was the largest since 1938.  There were 21 cases in all, four in October
and four in November, but these were scattered widely,  This disease is now usually one of the
least dangerous of the infectious diseases and, for those cases removed to hospital and treated with

scarlet fever antitoxin, an solation period of two weels is usually found sufficient.
Three cases only of measles, and none of whooping-cough, were notified.

Nine cases of diphtheria were notified but with two children the diagnosis was not confirmed
after admission to hospital and laboratory i|1'a.'4:.-'1lij:'.lli{ln. At the end of 1944 it was estimated that
48 of the children under 5 vears of age and 73% of those from 5 to 14 years old had been
immunised. In the summer leaflets were distributed to parents through the schools by the kind
assistance of the head teachers and slides were exhibited at the local cinemas urging immunisation
as a protection against diphtheria.  The number immunised in this and adjoining districts during
1944 are given in the following table ; in this district 114 children were immunised, 14 less than
the number of children born in 1943 who would, in 1944, have reached an age at which they should

be protected by immunisation.

Diphtheria Immunisation : N. R. Combined Districts.

Guishorough Loftus Redcar Saltburn and  Skelton and
LI U.D. Horough. Marske U.ID.  Brotton U.D.
No. of children immunised : -
during 1943 145 223 890 176 410
during 1944 134 114 437 111 58
Estimated number of children
under 5 vears of age B0 635 1810 459 1090
Estimatad percentage of these
immunised at end of 1944 3 48 G B0 G0
Estimated number of children
aged 5—14 years 1187 1225 3698 gl6 1957
Estimated percentage of these ) n
immunizsed at end of 1944 72 75 B5 a8 &0
(A) Cases of diphtheria in 1944
in children under 15 years 1 7 36 0 1

(B) Number included in (A)
known to have {.‘lhi'l'li‘.lh‘.'tl.'l.i a
course of immunisation not
less than 12 weeks before

the onset 0 4 16 — ]
(C) Deaths from diphtheria in
1944 in children under 15yrs. 0 0 2 0 0

(D) Number included in (C)
known to have completed a
course of immunisation not
less than 12 weeks before
the anset of the disease = ok 0 D S

Three sporadic cases of cerebro-spinal fever l',sp::ul.‘tl!d fever) were notified during the year;

all recovered.



There were three new cases of tuberculosis deeme the year and fospr Jdeaths trom ths
disease : the number of fatal cases has been somewhat mereased durcmg the war years,  The

following table illustrates the progress that has been moade dealing with tuberculiosis

Deaths from Respiratory Tuberculosis: N, R, Combined Districts.

Ayt bt T ath

I el (| i

Sl o ety L it itant B byt % | CEELLYT PRI AT EeE Ay el iF 1770aFy

Frvany Bespr Tubswi IsicFanie Wlezamtls Feiiban Fi aF T it i

1920— 24 3 187 70 17 45 26 0
1925—-29 e 473 36 137 T 17 36
1930 34 110 17 1k SR | 63 7a
19353 39 105 18 87 63 13 138
194 - 44 125 17 1018 7l in 03

The number of Jdeaths deereased in each successive period with the exception of the last,
when war conditions were responsible for some increase. The proportion of cases vnnotificd before
death has fallen from 1 in 3 to about 1 in 7, and most of these itter, occurving in mnstitutions out-
side the area, may have been notified in the district of occurrence,  The percentage of the notified
cases known to be sputum positive has mereased steadily from 257 to 717, owing to the increasmg
use being made of laboratory facilities provided.  In the carliest perind 267, of those dying died
within one month of notification, as against 107, in the last period, while in the five years prior to
the war over 137 of those Jdying had survived at least five years after notilication, the largest
proportion so far achieved.

Verminous Infestation: Although there has probably been, due to war-time conditions,

some deterioration of personal and houschold cleanliness in the district, the number of cases of
scabies or of infestation with lice that has come to notice has been small. During the year 1944
six cases of scabies were notified by school teachers,  OF 25 patients adomtted from this district to
the Joint Fever Hospital during the vear one only was found to be infested with head-lice. No
case of infestation with body-lice has come to notice,  After the issue of the Minmistey of Healdh
Circular 2643, in May, 1942, dealing with scabies, 1 was informed by the County Medical Officer
that the County Council had approved the recommendation — that the whole-time health visitors of
the County Council be instructed to visit premises in which cases of scabies are reported at the
request of a district medical officer of health or on the instructions of the county medical officer ;
and that no charge be made to the District Councils for such services.” Advantage has been taken
of this when it seemed expedient. No cleansing station has been provided by this District Council

as the need for one is 50 shght,

Venereal Disease: Assistunce has been given in affording publicity to educative work in

combatting venereal disease by displaying in public lavatories posters on the subject supplied by
the County Council.

WA[ET-Suppl}': The water-supply of the area has been generally satisfactory, in quality
and in quantity, during the year.

One bacteriological examination of a piped supply (Clevelund Water Co.l was made on
September 18th ; the report gave the colonies from 1 c.o. growing on Agar in 3 dayvs at 22 ¢. as 50,
on Agarin 2 days at 37 ¢. 1, and coliform organisms, streptococei or bacillus enteritidis sporogenes
not found.



soowater i the distewet s koown to have a solvent action on lead, and no action was
regquired in respect of eontamination.

The proportion of dwelling-houses in the district supplied from public water-mains direct to
the houses s estimated at 86% ; and by standpipes 11%.  The proportion of the population so
supplicd may be taken as the same.

Post-war Housing : The Council's post-war programme has been declared as the erection

of 65 houses in the first two vears.  Negotiations were instituted for the purchase of two sites at
Liverton Mines, containing together about 143 acres, suficient to accommaodate 174 houses at 12
tiv the acre.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
C. R. GIBSON,

Guishorough, Medical Officer of Health.
August Znd, 1945,

APPENDIX.

Statistics and Social Condition of the District.

Area (in acres): 10,595,

Registrar-General's estimate of resident population, mid-1944 : 6,602,
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1944) according to Rate-books : 2,098.
Rateable value : £25952,

Sum represented by a penny rate: £108:2: 8,

The main industries are iron and steel works, ironstone mining, and agriculture.
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