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, To the Chairman and Members
of the
Loftus Urban District Council.

OESTLEMEX,
| beg to present my veport foe the vear ended 31st December, 1924,

In general social and climatic conditions the vear has oot differed o great deal From
the two preceding ones: the vaanfall has not been much above the average put the amount

of sunshine, particularly in the " summer” months has been much be

ow, &0 that the weather

conditions generally can be deseribed as cool and dull. Unemplovment has cenvined at the
same level and trade stagnant.

The vital statistics continue the satisfactory record of the previoos two vears, . The
death-rate has been somewhar uger than in 1923—at 9.2 deaths per thousand of the
population, compared with 8.1 —but is still so low as to be remarkable. The mfant mortality
rate has even i|n|1|‘n\'|._'d on the record rate of 1923, and attained the low level of 43 infant
deaths per thousand births, there being the same number of infant deaths as in the previous
VAT, but slightly more births on which to base the |'II'IJ["II1'T.':|4JI'I. The hirth-rate was 194,
which was the average rate of the two preceding years,

When the highest death-rate of thrn_' consecutive VS % the vy one of 99200 would
seem a8 if a more detailed examination of it is called for.  In the first place it is just as
well to inguire as to the possible accuracy of the figures.  Annual death-rates are arrvived
at by comparing the total deaths registered in the vear with the population of the district.
There can be little question as to the correctness of the total of deaths.  In census vears,
such as 1921, the census furnishes a precise figure for the population, but in other years,
such as these three last, one 15 dependent on an estimation of the population which cannot
be espected to attain the accuracy of an enumeration.  But the Registrar-General's
estimates are very carcfully made, and checked from varvious directions, amnd, 50 soon after
a census, are very unlikely to err to the extent of 107, an error the corvection of which
would still leave the death-rate abnormally low.  The substantial accuracy of the figures as
they are, 15, however, supported by the correspondence of the bivth-rate, caleulated on the
same estimate of population, with the birth.rate in neighbouring and similare districts, and
also by the fact that the infant maortality rate, which is independent of any estimate of
populations, has shown the same spectacular decrease.

A district containing an unusually small proportion of elderly people or of voung
children should show @ much smaller death-rate than another district of similar healthiness
but with a larger proportionate number of old folk and infants.  This effect can be corrected
when the proportion of people at all different ages is revealed in the census by calculating

what the death-rate for the whole population would have been off the sexes and different
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ages had been o the same ratio as moa - standacd ™ or average population, I'his rgﬁ"

i v s L .
called the  standardized ™ death-rate. The lgures of the 1921 census have enabled me to

malke this correction, but m this mstance it 15 50 small as to be negligible, being less than
one per ecnt., owing to the fact that the distribution of the inhabitants in the district over

the two sexes and the different ages 1s very similar to what it is in the standard population.

The death-rates recorded for 1924 and the two previous years reflect therefore with
accuracy the health of the district. The average yearly rate over these years has been 8.6,
which corresponds to an average expectation of life at birth of 65 years: this death-rate is
only two-thirds of the average rate in urban districts in the North Riding in the years 1922
:Illtl 1923 or of the average rate in yvour district in the period 1914 —1918, itself more

favourable than any previous fve-vear period.

The death-rate of the two sexes in these three yvears in your district has been nearly
equal, but the female death-rate shghtly the larger, 8.7, against a male death-rate of 8.4,
This is quite o different state of affairs to what obtained ten vears ago, the female death-
rate in 1912—14 being 10:18 and the male death rate 13.8. | drew attention last vear to
the great improvement in the health of adult males and discussed its causes : the onset of

the improvement coincided with that of unemployment and lowered incomes.

The different ages of life have shared more equally in the improvement than have
the two sexes.  The death-rate in the neighbouring urban district of Guishborough has been
in these vears approximately the same as that for the whole of the urban districts in the
North Riding, and by comparing the death-rate at different ages in the two districts an
indication is afforded of the period of life which has benefitted most.  Under 4 vears of age
the death-rate in this district in 1922—24 was 83% of that at the same age in the Guis-
horough Urban District ; from 5—14 vears of age, 74% : from 15—24 years of age, 136%:
from 25—44 vears of age, 71% ; from 45—64 years of age 82%: and over 64 years, BT,
The improvement is most marked at adult ages, but only slightly less in childhood : in

adolescence, the experience in Loftus has been worse than in Guisborough.

The following table, giving the annual death-rate over these three last years from
various causes of death in the Loftus and in the Guishorough Urban Districts enables
comparison to be made as to the relative toll of different diseases in the two districts :—

Annual Death-rate, 1922—24 from various causes.,

Loftus Guishorough
Urban District. Urban District.
Acute Respivatory [Nscases :
Influenza .29 0.61
Bronchitis ... 0.54 .80
Pneamonia ... (.40 (.30}
Other Respiratory Diseases 0.11 .09

Tatal —_—— .34 —_— 2.30




T ik rciidosrs ; Loftus Lrlvn. Cyunshorong BT

Respirator : . (63 {1.54
Other i .22 (514
Toal (.57 N TS
Cencer a0 117

_ff.-_'. et f}r'n'..r-h'. .-1 J"l'l.'l"!ll'r - H{'.‘Ik'l'rn |'.'-\.'.

Cerchral fpru‘u;nr'.lj'.u;g._-. e 2,35 2.6
Nephritis - (.32 L6
Infections Diseases of Cluldren (.22 0.14

Congenited Debility, Malform-

aftons, and Premainre Birtl (1511 166

Pucrperal Scpsis, Accidents of
Pregnancy, cle. 0.11 014
Vielence .47 (RTH
Al other discases - .64 ) 4.12
Total 8.55 134003

Notwithstanding the low total death-rate, the mortality rate from tuberculosis and
from the infectious diseases of children (i, e, measles, whooping cough, diphtheria, and
scarlet fever) has been higher in this district than in Guisborough,  The death-rates from
other causes fall below the rates in the neighbouring district to a more or less marked
extent. It may be particularly noticed that the death-rate from cancer has not, as vet,

shown the increase which s almost general elsewhere.

Maternity and Child Welfare.—For the third year in succession the infant mortality
rate in the district has been under 60; on corresponding births the rate has actually been,
in 1922, 52 infant deaths per 1000; in 1923, 45; and in 1924, 44 the average over the
three vears being 484, These figures are within measureable distance of what may be
regarded as the inevitable, or accidental, mortality of the Frst vear of hfe, and may be
compared with the average infant mortality rate in 191418 of 120, The nember of deaths
is, of course, an indication also of the amount of sickness, the great reduction in which in

the first vear of Life will lead in the course of time to a healthier adult race.

The Welfare Centre which meets fortnightly in the Loftus Town Hall has continued
its useful wor

i1 the attendance has been rather less than in previous years,  No free or

half-price milk has been distributed during 1924,

Infections Discases.—There has been no epidemic of any size, bevond mumps, during
the year. A few cases of whooping cough occurred in the autumn, with one death.  The
first case of encephalitis lethargica, or sleepy sickness, was notified during the vear, in an

adult male, and recovered, but with some psychical impairment.
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Steps were mitiated to improve the Isolation Hospital by the installation of w®eer.

closets, bath-rooms, a hot water supply and the electric light, the work being completed

carly in 1925, The Council has decided that any eases of smallpox that may oceur in the
district shall be treated in one of the blocks at the lsolation Hospital. So far as my
mformation POCs the inhabitants of the district are no hetter prnh_'q_'h_'d I'I!.' vaccination than
neighbouring districts, that is, somewhere about one-half of the children will be unvaccinated.
The Isolation Hospital is on an unfenced site, at the side of a frequented thoroughfare, and
within a couple of hundred yards of streets of houses: the isolation therefore can only be
regarded as imperfect. In the case of smallpox imperfect isolation from a largely unvaccin-
ated population is likely to lead to an epidemic of some size. It is twenty-two years since
the last case of :-'dllﬂ”!‘nlx occurred 1m VO distiict, and to make annual L'u':n.'i.h-‘.iun for so rare
A visitor may seem an unnecessary expense.  There is, however, the risk that the extra
cost, if and when smallpox does appear in the district, may then exceed the total of annual
savings made by omitting special provision, and the continued prevalence of the disease in a

QL‘ITE]II‘IUII!"iﬂj{ city lends importance to the guestion,

Paort Sanitary Adwimistration.—The jetty at Shinningrove has been wsed by the
Skinningrove lron Co. throughout the vear for four small vessels engaged in coastwise
traffic or conveying goods to ports on the opposite side of the North Sea. A weekly record
is received by me, from the Ministry of Health, of infectious diseases at ports, and [ have
arranged to let the Customs' Officer at Whitby know when, from the occurrence of infectious
disease at any of the ports used by the boats from Skinningrove, it would be adwvisable to
warn me of the arrival in Skinningrove of boats from these ports.  This event has not
arisen. | have received no intimation of any illness on board a boat arriving at the jetty.
As boats can only lie at the jetty at certain states of the tide and there is no mooring
ground, the sanitary inspection of boats there is seldom performed. 1 have mspected one

hoat during the vear and found 1t satisfactory.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
C. R. GIBSON,
Guishorough, Medical Officer of Health.
29th April, 1925,
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APPENDIX.

1. General Statistics.
Area (acres) 6,400,
Population (Reg. Gen's. Estimate 1924), 9.358.  Census, 1921, 9,012
Rateable Value, £37,183,

Sum represented by a Penny Rate, £135.

2. Extracts from Vital Statistics of the Year.

AMale. Female. Tatal. Rate.
H%:'ths. ]-L'gil:.i]'l-'lél'l'l: 87 Bis 173 ' 19.9
Births, illegitimate 5 7 13 [
Deaths 44 42 86 4,2

Number of women dving in, or in consequence of, childbirth :
from sepsis {

froan other causes ()

Deaths of infants under one vear per 1000 births : —Lesitimate .- 46 | 13
Megitimate ... 0 '

Deaths from Measles o 1]

Deaths from Whooping-cough ... |

Deaths from Diarehoes (under 2 VEIS of HELT 0



3. Notifiable Diseases during the Year 1924,

K

Disense,

=mallpos
Diphtheria
Scarlet Fever

Enteric Fever Gneluding
Paratyphod)

Puerperal Fever
Prewmonia

Other diseases generally
notifiable :—

Enceph. Lethargica
Erysipelas

Ophthalmia Neonatorum

Total Cases
notified.

12

Cases admitted
to Hospital,

Total
Deaths.

=]
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5. Summary of Nursing Arrangements,

Hospitals and other Ingtitutions available for the

Combined Sanitary Districts of the Guisborough Union.

Professional Nursing in the Home. Generally speaking, home nursing facilities

are supplied by {g) Distict Nursing Associations in Redear borough and the four urban
districts of Guisborough, Loftus, Saltburn-by-the-Sea and Skelton and Brotton, and
in Marske, and also in Danby, in the Guisborough Rural District; (b)) Private Nurses
working on their own account ; and (¢) Private Nursing Homes in Saltburn-by-the-Sea,
annd in slarske. None of these are connected with the District Councils in any way,
but the District Nursing Associations receive subsidies from the County Council.
District Nurses do not attend infections cases,

Midwives. ‘T'he number of practising midwives at the end of the vear was oue in

each of the Guishorough, Loftus and Salthurn-by-the-Sea Urban Districts, two in
Guisborough Rural District, five in Redcear, and five in the Skeiton and Brotton Urban
District.

Clinics and Treatment Centres. Guishorough has a Maternity and Child

Welfare Centre provided by the District Council, meeting in the Chaloner Hall, where the
hall is available for lectures, the weighing of babies, needlework, ete., and a connected

room 1s used for the doctor's consultations.

In the Loftus Urban District there 1s one Maternity and Child Welfare Centre
provided by the District Council at Loftus in the Towu Hall, the other at Carlin How
having been closed ; in the former a large room is used for addresses Lo mothers ete, and
a small room for the weighing of babies and for doctor's consultations.

In Redcar a Maternity and Child Welfare Centre is held in the Institute, Lord
Street, conducted by a voluntary committee. A large room is used as a lecture hall, ete.,
and smaller rooms are used for the weighing of habies and for the doctor’s consultations.

In the Skelton and Brotton Urban District, Maternity and Child Welfare Centres
have been provided by the District Council at the three largest centres of population, viz :
Skelton, Brotton and Lingdale. At Brotton the meetings are held in the Primitive
Methodist Schoolroom, where one large room is utilized. At Skelton the Centre meets
in the Institute, and has the use of a large room for addresses etc,, and two smaller rooms
for the weighing of babies and doctor's consuitations. At Lingdale the meetings take
place in the Church Room, where heside the one large room, there is a small room utilized

for the doctor's consultations.
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" One School Clinie 15 carried on i the area by the County Counnctl, tn the S0 Jolin's

Ambulance Room at Carlin How.

The County Council has provided for some time a Tubercnlosis Dispensary and
there is also a Venereal Disease Clhinte; the former at 33, Nelson Streel, Saonuth Bank, on
Thursdays from 10—12, pensioners by appointment, other patients 12- -1 and 2-—4 p.m,,
and the latter at Grange Road West, Middlesbrough (eotrance, Brentonall street), lor
men on Mondavs and Fridays, 8-30 a.an. and 5-30 pom., and [or women and children on
Wedunesdavs, 3-30 p.m.  The value of these facilities, as far as the Guishorongh, Loftus,
and Skelton and Brotton Urban Districts is concerned, is seriously lessened by the
expensive, lengthy, and highly inconvenient railway jonrney entailed.

Hospitals provided or subsidised by Local Authority or by the County Council :

The North Riding County Council retains beds in three Sanatoria  for cases of
Tuberculosis, at Avsgarth Sanatorivm for the adult medical cases, al the Rutson
Hospital, Northallerton, for adult surgical cases, and at Stanmington Sanatorium,
Northumberland, for children with surgical tuberculosis.  In addition, the Morris Grange
Sanatorinm, near Catterick, is run by the County Council for children with tuberculosis.

Hospital accommodation for one variety of Infectious Disease (usuallv Searlet
Fever) is provided by each of the Councils except the Guishorough Rural District.
Guishorough Urban District has eight beds in a cottage with wood and iron annexe, one
and a half miles south of the town. Loftus has ten beds in a similar building between
Loftus and Skinningrove. Redcar possesses eight beds in two converted cottages near
Warrenby, and 1s erecting more suitable accommodation. Saltburn-by-the-Sea has
twelve beds in a wood and asbestos-cement building, on the Marske Road, half a mile
outside the district. Skelton and Brotton have twelve beds in a converted cottage at
Lingdale. The Guisborough Rural District has no hospital accommodation for fever
cases, but is taking steps, aloug with the Guisborough Urban Discrict, to obtain a joint
hospital.

There is a Joint Board Smallpox Hospital for all the districts of the Union
except Loftus Urban District, sitnated near New Marske, with six beds in two wards and
a Reception House. Loftus Urban District Council proposes to set apart one of the
blocks at its isolation hospital for the reception of any smallpox cases that may Arige.

Ambulance Facilities. With the exception of Salthurn-byv-the Sea the Urbap

Districts and Redcar have adapted conveyances or horse ambulances which are
used for transporting fever cases to hospital. At Saltbhurn a carriage is hired for the
purpose and disinfected after use.

For non-infectious and accident cases, up-to-date Motor Ambulances have Liswi

provided by the St. John's Ambulance and Red Cross Organisations, one being stationed
at Guisborough and another at Carlin How.
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9. HOUSING.
Loftus Urban

B oe | 3.8 | £.8 | el |
& = W E S w2k S8k
| 8.3 | 858 | S€% | &£¢%
! (4-E R ‘___._ L3 L o) e e Bk |
1
|
New Houwses erected in 1924 ¢
1 Total 226G 13 2 3
With Subsidy 123 10 2 0
|
Withowt Subsidy 3 3 [} 0
Under District Council Scheme 57 4] L i
1
Houses inspected under Public Health or
Housing Acts Gie 0 12 30
|
Houses inxpvutn! under Hnuﬁiﬂ_i.',‘ i\‘.l."l.ﬁl.l- .
lations, 1910 1) i) 12 30 |
Houwses found unfit for habitation 2z 0 0 0 |
|
Houses found requiring repair 44 i 12 5 .
Houses repaired in consequence of informal l
notices | 22 0 ] G !
Proceedings under Sec. 28 of the 1919 I
Housing Act: i
|
(1) Houses respecting  which  formal
notices were served i 0 0 12 3
(2) Houses rendered fit by Owners : 0 0 9 3
|
(3) Houses rendercd Ht by L. A ' [ i ( 0
(4) Houses voluntarily closed by Owners | { 1] 0 0
Proceedings under Public Health Acts ;
|
(1) Houses respecting  which  formal |
notices were served | 1 () i 0
1
(2) Houses reparred by Owners 1 i} )] i
(3) Houses repaired by L. A, 0 0 0 0
Proceedings under Sees, 17, 18 of the 1909
Housing Act:
Closing Order made 22 ] ] i
Other action 0 0 0 0

[histrict.

5.1 | [ § b L

Urban

2

]

0

0

0

0

Lirban

Skelton &
Brotton

=1

0

0

Ihistrict.




TIEPIOAR S82) 81 gaEap udgm sade ajdoad jo saagunn AANB MY 0] s UONEWLIO UL 'SaTE-(1Eap

AL J0 CLaRssI0au S1 SIS L Hunog

1 Ul OO o jo uonsodoad sanepa oyl jo AApapmouy r

g suvdiood A o D)1y ":.___._.._..__.__.n_._. ] _:;.n:_ :.4____.: ..:.u ISTVLLE {1 ...__._u. Jo wmod Hz.:_ ..___._.u (1] _.._muﬁu;.;:

fuvir o1 uado a

AT ST IS :,._H?_:_::_u [EIds UL SO D sa0e] |y SAIEI UIIMIA _.“:._E_.:R_..::U

GY 0z G FLC Lk F<9 o BeBl ) sqey Supersopy
EL 199 cf By er £L B 7] ueguy
< ol el ]01 g8 "1 I8 Fll ro gael
g o g ey L MTI-yIEd
Zel L1 0zl ey 91 o6 611 "t bEel ped
LGl L | 2Rl il el 000 L3 1
i - g i s Mg
i 5 1°G 1 (SRS Bl S FoGl 3
(0L) G4 oA ] us I8 SLUOC 3
LYY JaMd) jus [761
Ul S2snoy o aFeIuasla]
SIS U ) SAEIPN] FRIRE LT Y| 1ALEI] R EIRELTY TPILEYSIC] ey
b B TR RRYY Jiv 1 Iy L) (TR LINL S|
LTI 3| g (RLNEA | LLER LRIV n .__._._“..__._.._:.._r._.._.n.u ...u._u._:..— bl ....1:..___.__”..r

‘SOILSILV LS

ueqJn $n}jo7

TVLIA 40 AYVIANINNS JALLVIVANOD 01













