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CITY OF LIVERPOOL.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

REPORT of the MEDICAL OFFICER to the
Education Authonity for the Year ended
31st December, 1943.

Introduction.
1. The Medical Officer submits, herewith, his report on the work
of the School Medical Service during the year 1943,

2. The Medieal and Dental staffs have been further depleted owing
to the demand of the Services with the result that at the end of the
year, 8 School Medical Officers and 7 School Dental Officers had been
called up since the commencement of the war. Furthermore, 3 Séhool

Dental Officers are seconded to certain Reception Areas.

With the considerably reduced medical staff available, which was
equivalent to 11 during the vear, it has not been possible to carry out
the routine medical examination of the three age groups, and the inter-
mediate group was therefore omitted. In order, however, to utilise the
medical staff available to the best advantage, children in the inter-
mediate age group were seen in the first place by the nurses, who
referred to the doctors any cases which they considered required a
medical examination, special attention being given to children shewing

evidence of malnutrition and debility.

3. Although the principle of examining the entrants and leavers
as routine cases was continued, it was not even possible to examine
all the children due in these two groups, and in fact only a little more
than half the number of cases were examined in 1943 compared with

the previous year.
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4. The medical and dental activities on behalf of the special schools
children, and those in nursery classes, have been fully maintained, and

special efforts have been made in dealing with scabies.

5. Tt is gratifving to report that whilst the scabies epidemie is still
a serious matter, there is evidence of a definite decline in the number
of cases as shewn by the fact that during the latter half of the year
the weekly average of new cases diagnosed was approximately 200,

compared with approximately 300 during the first six months.

6. In a report recently issued by nutritional experts working in
London, Washington and Ottawa, it is stated that though on the one
hand the average consumption of animal proteins and fats had been
reduced during the war period, on the other hand, the average con-
sumption of milk products and leafy green and yellow vegetables and
potatoes had been increased, and with the exception of vitamin C the
average supply of vitamins and necessary minerals in the diet was
considered to be adequate,

The food has also been much better distributed and made better
use of, particular attention having been given to the feeding of the
children. It is not surprising, therefore, to read in the section dealing
with nutrition that the school medical officers found no evidence of
a decline in the nutrition of the children, which is a tribute to the
benefits of dining centres, school milk, meals, and the rationing scheme.

7. Although there has been a reduction in the number of medical
examinations of children in the elementarv schools, it has been possible

to carry out mediecal treatment on a reasonably satisfactory scale.

In the section dealing with dental treatment is given an illuminating
example of the cumulative benefits arising from the regular dental
treatment, for all the children in a school.

The following brief summary shews the number of defects treated

during the year immediately preceding the war, and those treated
during 1948,
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Summary of Medical and Dental Treatment.

Defects Treated. 1935, 1843,
Defective Vision ... 5,763 4,640
Tonsils and Adenoids ... 1,225 519
Dental 2 e 20,085 18,723
Minor Ailments ... . 44003 32,005
Scabies ... 693 11,329
Orthopaedic s 1,632 1,836

8. Much inconvenience, however, was experienced in connection
with the scheme for the provision of spectacles, which was occasioned
by the difficulty which the Committee’s Opticians met with in obtaining
the necessary supply of lenses. A number of the parents failed to
_appreciate the position, and attributed the delay solely to ““ bad

management.’’

9. The work of ascertainment of mentally defectives is still seri-
ously in arrears, the reason for this being that whereas at the com-
mencement of the war, there were available for this work five experi-
enced Certifving Officers, approved by the Board of Education, there
are at present only two.

The present position is that it now takes about twelve months before
any ordinary case can be dealt with, and many of the more urgent
cases, though given priority, must wait their turn for several months.

10. The Medical Officer is indebted to the Director of Education for
information supplied with regard to certain sections of this Report
relating, in particular, to the work in connection with the Special
Sehools, Provision of Meals, and Juvenile Employment.

11. The statistical tables required by the Board of Education con-
cerning the work carried out appear in Appendix ** A ' and Appendix
B



10

NUTRITION.

12. On page 37 appears Table IT which gives statistics relating to
the nutrition of school children who were medically inspected as
entrants and leavers. The eight-yvear-olds were not examined this year.

This table shews that, taking the age groups as a whole 6.0 per cent.
of the children were considered to have excellent nutrition, 92:6 per
cent. to have normal nutrition and 1.4 per cent. to have slightly sub-
normal nutrition. These figures shew little variation from the figures
given in the previous Annual Report.

13. The following are opinions expressed by some of the school
medical officers on the question of the nutrition of the children:—

Dr. CHANNON,
1 have little to add to the report 1 made last vear. In that,
1 stated that I considered that there was no evidence of mazs mal-
nutrition where full advantage was being taken of school milk,
meals, ete. There is, however, evidence of much parental
neglect which leads to individual cases of malnutrition and to
delinquency.”’

Dr. Keirn.
“ In my opinion the general physical condition is as good as
before the war, and being surprisingly well maintained. 1 think
the provision of meals and milk iz largely responsible.

The meals seem to be of particular benefit to children whose
mothers complain that they *won’t eat’. T find their appetites
are much improved by eating in company with other children.

Late hours are verv prevalent, due to lack of parental control
or interest, largely owing to mothers working, and there is a good
deal of debility still on account of this, but on the whole the general
health of all school children is well maintained.

In High Schools I can zee no change at all in the physical condi-
tion of the children. It has always been good."

Dr. LaAcEY.

" Very good on the whole. The number of children found suffer-
ing from malnutrition is really quite small, and the cause of these
few is probably late hours, which are very common indeed.’”
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Dr. MoRroNEY.

““In my opinion the children in the nurserv, elementarv and
higher schools are on the whole healthy and well nourished. The
orange Juice, cod liver oil, milk and meals in school are, I con-
sider, a benefit to the children. On the whole there is very little
an@mia. '

Dr, WALTERS.

** There are signs that in this fifth year of war the nutrition of
school children is not quite so good as it has been. There seems
to be a certain amount of loss of muscular tone and a greater
incidence of skin affections,

There are children who are pale and weary looking but while
some of these are probably secondary (nutritional) an@mias, it
iz quite certain that a very definite proportion of these pale and
weary looking children, lacking in museular tone but with reason-
ably well-coloured mucous membranes are suffering as much at
least from lack of sleep as from lack of food.

On the whole, the children in those schools where there is a
school canteen are in better condition than others, but many
parents still entertain a dislike of the * dinner centre "."’

PROVISION OF MEALS AND MILK.

14. Dinners were provided for elementary school children daily
except Sundays and Christmas Day.

During the year the output of two-course dinners for school children,
supplied from the Central Kitchen and four auxihary kitchens, has
gradually increased. In addition, meals have been supplied from the
electrically-equipped kitchen in Gateacre, from two British Restaurants
and eight Ministry of Food Cooking Depots.

Steady progress in equipping schools for the serving of meals has
been maintained, 44 additional school canteens having been opened
during the year, making a total of 120 school canteens and dining
centres in operation.

The number of dinners, free or on payment, supplied during the year
was 5,976,811.
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The number of individual children who were provided with dinners
increased from 12,724 in January, 1943, to over 21,375 in December,

1943,

Detnils regarding this service at various intervening dates were as

follows : —
Fabruary, May, October,
1943, 1943. 1943,
No. of children pregent in school .. ... 86,612 89,780 093,168
i T et S S e s B e, L e 3,538 4,173 T.047
On full or part payment ... 11,319 11,836 13,686
Total No. of children supplied .....................c.......o.... 1 14,855 16,009 20,733
Percentage of children in school receiving dinners .| 17-15%, 17:839%; 22-259;

(At the time of printing this Report in May, 1944, the percentage of children
receiviug school dinniers had increased up to 25-79;,).

The total number of free milk meals supplied during the year was
2,907,801.

The number of individual children who received it increased from
10,132 in January, 1943, to 13,086 in December, 1945,

The numbers of children receiving milk at various dates during inter-

vening periods of the year were as follows:—

February, | May, October,
1943, 1943, 1943,
L e 11| A R 0,810 10,201 11,408
e e G N o L S ke 837 586
O PaymInt—} PIb:...oiiirridiines e e 43,750 | 44,448 | 46,649
On payment—3§ pint or more ... S | 20,436 20,686 18,009
Total No. of children ... 10y R4 e 74,753 75,972 77,642
Percentage of children in school receiving milk........... BG:309, 84-629, 83-33%
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The slight fall in the percentage figures is due to the increase in the
total number of children in attendance at schools on the days selected.
Thiz total increased from 86,612 in February, 1943, to 93,168 in
October, 1943 (an increase of 7-5 per cent,).

EYERTON ROAD NURSERY SCHOOL.

15. The average number of children on the roll for the vear was 150.
Priority of admission continues tc be given to those children whose
mothers are engaged on war work.

During the year, 222 medical examinations of children were carried
out, and it is interesting to record that not one case of sub-normal nutri-
tion was discovered. Of the children examined, 18-5 per cent. were
recorded as having excellent nutrition and 81.5 per cent. as of normal
nutrition.

As a result of the medical examinations 33 were found to require
treatment for various defects and 97 were required to be kept under
observation, the most common defects being tonsils and adencids and
rickets.

The treatment facilities at the adjoining clinic for minor ailments,
defective .vision and orthopedic conditions were available and made
full use of with definite benefit to the children’s general health.

WAR-TIME NURSERY CLASSES,

16. During the year 1943, a further nine War-time Nursery Classes
were established under the Liverpool Eduecation Authority, making a
total of 28 with acconumodation for 1,110 children in all.

With the exception of one nursery class which is accommodated in
one of the pre-fabricated huts supplied by the Ministry of Health, these

classes are established in elementary school buildings.

Further proposals for the establishment of nursery classes were under

consideration at the end of the year.
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The school medical officers carried out 1,315 medical examinations
of these children during the year, and they are generally agreed that
the health of the children was satisfactory,

Amongst various defects discovered the most common were skin
troubles, bronchitis, and enlarged tonsils and adenoids, and the treat-
ment schemes at the clinics were made use of with good results.
Twelve children who shewed evidence of squint were provided with
spectacles, one child was operated upon for unhealthy tonsils, and a
number of children received treatment at the various clinics for skin

and ear troubles,

The nutrition of the children, as assessed clinieally by the medical
officers, was satisfactory, only 2.7 per cent. being assessed as below
normal. They considered that the orange juice, cod liver oil, milk
and meals in schools, and the daily rest were factors which definitely
benefited the children,

DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.

17. The following Table shews the work carried out under the

dental scheme for children attending the Publiec Elementary Schools:—

TABLE 1.
1941 1942 1943
Number of children examined in school verf 1 AT TO 49, 152 61,422
Number of children requiring treatment .| 28,681 37,807 36,515

(78:69%,) | (7019 | (T10%)
Number of cases am:ept.:ng treatinent under the 5

Dental Scheme s . s e o 16,128 22,262 20,206
(54:09%) | (587%) | (553%)

Number of cases treated - co | 14,830 19,317 18,723
Number of schools concerned ... s 115 120 105

One more of the whole-time Dental Officers, Mr. 1. Williams, was
called up early in the year for service with the Armwed Forces, making
a total of 7 thus serving.
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This additional depletion of the whole-time staff was, however, to
some extent made good by the fact that Miss (. (. Sloan, one of the
part-time staff, indicated her willingness to give whole-time service as
& temporary Dental Officer, and she commenced full-time duties in
May. As a result of these changes. the staff available through the year
averaged the equivalent of 79 whole-time officers as against 8 in the
previous year.

Thizs number of officers is totally inadequate to attempt to offer
routine treatment to a school population of over 100,000, although it
would be sufficient to provide facilities for the extraction of aching
teeth for them, if the time of the Dental Officers were to be devoted
golely to this purpose, Fortunately, this problem of making the best
use of the available staff of Dental Officers is to some extent simplified
in Liverpool by the presence of a most efficient Dental Hospital
where emergency treatment can be readily obtained.

18. From the point of view of justification for the time and money
that has been spent on building up a constructive School Dental Scheme
as well as that of the education of parents in matters of dental health
it is felt, even in war-time, to be important that the clinics should
be maintained as centres for the routine and complete treatment of
such children as attend rather than to allow them to be regarded as
convenient places for the cheap extraction of aching teeth for all appli-
cants. Accordingly, the offer of treatment was restricted during the
year to the number of children which was estimated would produce
the maximum number of cases for treatment that could be dealt with
satisfactorily by the diminished staff. Only 105 schools of the total
of 183 schools, therefore, were dealt with during the yvear, and the
average period between dental examinations of all schools within the

dental scheme has now been extended to about 16-17 months,

This time-lag, unaveidable with an insullicient staff, must be con-
gidered to be one of the two unsatisfactory features of the dental
escheme, the other being the relatively high rate of parental refusals
| of treatment. It is generally accepted that no scheme of school dental

treatinent can be wholly suceesstul in its auns unless every child
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embraced by the scheme is being examined and is receiving treatment

when found necessary at short and regular intervals,

This truism receives striking support in the experience of Colomendy
Camp School, where for the last two years examination and treatment

of the children have been earried out twice yearly. Owing, no doubt,
to the persuasive powers of the two Head Teachers, Mr. Pennycuik
and Misz MeDowell, refusals of treatment are unknown and, conse-
quently, this school has furnished a most interesting example of the
benefits to be oblained by children receiving regular -:Jhlritzﬂ'tll.i{m and
consistent treatment, March, 1942, was the first of the bi-annual
visits and from that time the nuwmber of children found to require)
treatment at any one visit, and the number of permanent teeth it was
found necessary to extract have consistently declined, as shewn by the!

following table:—

Children Permanent
requiring tecth
treatment. extracted.

March, 1942 .. 520 168
(etober, 1942 424 B3
May, 1943 ... do8 5
January, 1944 v 353 24

In submitting his report on the work carried out at this School,
Mr. Tyson says ‘‘ Regular dental treatment pays a very handsome
dividend. The Headmaster says that in his opinion time spent in the
dental clinie during school hours is time well spent resulting in an
improvement in the health of the children which enables them to absorb
their lessons more readily and easily, thus more than making up for

the few hours each year that are given up to treatment.”

It is to be hoped that, after the war, when the services of more
Dental Surgeons will become available, it may be found possible =0
to extend the dental staff, that the experience of this Headmaster may
also become that of the Head Teachers of all the elementary schoole

in the City.
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ORTHOPXEDIC SCHEME.

19. Difficulty still continues to be encountered in obtaining regular
attendance for treatment owing to the mothers being at work, and
the attendances at the orthopmdic clinics have shown a decrease

of about 1,000 compared with those of the previous vear.

There were 1,371 children under supervision, 633 of these being
new cases, of which number 163 were seen at Walton Clinie, 276 at
the Everton Road Clinic, and 194 at the Dingle House Clinic. Altogether
_these children made 9,941 attendances, either for examination by the
surgeon or for massage or exercises, the average number of attend-
ances per case for massage or remedial exercises being 12.6.

Arrangements were made for 17 cases to be admitted to hospital for
treatment whilst 22 cases were referred to hospital for X-ray
examination.

The following is a summary of the treatment carried out at the

hospitals on the cases referred from the clinies:

Summary of Hospital Treatment, 1943,

Reduetion of congenital dislocation of hip
Correction of deformities of feet or toes
Tenotomies or stretching

Oeteotomies

Oateoclagis ...
Treatment of torticollis by operation
Treatment of spinal defects

Amputations

Ohther treatment

—
| e S

90. The Child Welfare Association assisted the parents in obtain-
ing new apparatus, surgically altered boots, repairs, ete., in 888
instances, whilst 351 pairs of boots for wearing with apparatus were
supplied.  The Association likewise assisted the work by supplying
cod liver oil and arranging for convalescent treatment. The Associa-
tion's visitors also undertook the following-up of cases, 245 visits being

made for this purpose.

The accompauying table shews, in detail, the work carried out at

the clinics:—
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MINOR AILMENTS.

21. During the year, 32,005 cases were treated at the minor
yailments clinies, necessitating 321,408 attendances having to be made

Iby the children, the average number of aftendances being 10-0 per

child,

The number of cases reported as ringworm of the scalp was 49
¢t which is a relatively large increase when compared with 9 during the
(| previous year. Of these, 32 were treated by X-rays at the Belmont
| Road Hospital and 17 otherwise.

- The number of cases of impetigo treated at the minor ailments
| elinics throughout the year was nearly 30 per cent. less than the num-
| ber treated during the previous vear, whilst the number of cases of
|lfél,aphﬂ.ritis was approximately the same. The number of cases of
| eenjunctivitis, which was vnusually high last year, shewed a reduction
| of about 20 per cent. Otforrhoea, however, has shewn a further increase
i of about 10 per cent.

22, Secabies continues to be prevalent, 11,329 new ecases amongst
gehool children being reported. By the second-half of the vear the
disease appeared to be on the decline, the weekly average of new cases
diagnosed being approximately 200. All contacts were followed-up, and
a8 a result 2,364 pre-school children and 2,152 adults were diagnosed

as suffering from seabies and were treated at the special elinics,

- For the treatment of scabies there were available 12 cenlres, equipped
ﬁiﬁh 88 baths. On an average 56 temporary and auxiliary nurses were
engaged whole-time upon this work.

&

It was found necessary to refer 10 eases to the Public Health. Depart-
ment for action under the Scabies Order 1941,

é‘?isits were paid by Inspectors from the Health Department in all
these cases, and circular letters, requesting the examination of the

family contacts were sent out to 9 of these cases,

~ In 5 instances following the circular letters Formal Notices had to
@ sent before the cases concerned presented themselves for m:dical

4

-
r
-
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examination. It was not necessary to take legal proceedings uny

the Scabies Order in any of the cases.

The medicaments now being used in the treatinent of secabies)

the B.P. benzyl benzoate emulsion,

The school medical officers who supervise the work at these clinj

earried out over 35,000 examinations.

DEFECTIVE VISION.

23. The number of children with some defects of vision found
the routine examinations of the third age group was 946 (16:6 3
cent.), but only 316 of these (5-5 per cent.) required treatmes
Among the entrants 494 were suspected of having defective visigf

420 of whom showed evidence of squint. The routine testing of
** Intermediate Group "' children was not carried out, hut such child
who were suspected of having defective evesight were brought to
notice of the school medical officers by the teachers or nurses, and as
result, 448 children were tested, 207 of whom were found to requ
treatment. In addition to the cases found minongst the children in

routine age groups, 788 were seen as special cases,

The number of new cases treated under the Committes’s sccher
was 1.736. The number re-examined at the clinies was 2,809, Th
numbers do not represent the total number of clinie attendances, sind
many children with amblyopia received intensive treatment. attendii
weekly, or oftener, over extended periods.

Under the arrangements made with the Hospitals and Port Heall
Committee for the treatment of squint in pre-school children, 2}
children were examined by the oculist and glasses were provided
202 of these ecaszes.

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT CONDITIONS.

24. The Aural Clinies have been functioning regularly throughos

the year and sttendances have been satisfactory.
23. Mr. Yorke reports:—

" During the past four years, of 1,706 consecutive cases of acul

and chronic suppurative middle ear disease. 89 were found to ha
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jttic infection. In these cases, as the greater part of the drumhead
: nm*muLumi as only the extreme upper part is involved, it is easy
) routine examinations without full aural equipment to overlook the
ondition, more particularly as the perforation is usually very small

nd the discharge scanly.

“ Phis is the more serious as, of the 89 cases discovered, 21 had to
ve sent to hospital for radical operation, whilst of the remaining

L B17 cases only 87 were referred to hospital.”

' During the current year 23 cases were considered by the Surgeon to
-equire radical mastoid operations and these were accordingly referred
‘0 Alder Hey Hospital.

{ 26. The following Table gives the types and numbers of cases treated
it these clinies: —
| TABLE 3.
1 Aural Clinies.
Number of children who attended for examination and treatment ... 1,619,
: Total number of attendances at the clinies ... o 0,060,
i Referred
| Diry No Still Failed to Referred | Referred
Total| or Im- |treatment| under to Hospital to to School
Healed.| proved.| given. [treatment.| complete | or own |M.A.C. or for
treatment.| Doctor. | other Deaf.
Clinies.
265 172 —_ 12 41 w30 a 1 -
A ... 483 | 235 —_ 45 67 107 5 4 —
y urating
5& e 2891 4D —_— 1 k) 142 a6 - 1
- oul
a o L i — 39 20 33 31 — - 14
d other
mns we| 140 22 a6 29 L} B 2 7 e
325 — 81 42 48 HE all 1 2=
.| 1,619 | 469 156 | 149 266 440 102 22 15

1 Minor operations were also performed at these clinics for the removal of poypi, ete.

e e e ————



22

27. At the routine examinations of the public elementary school
children, the number found to require treatiment for unhealthy tonsi
or adenoids was 369, which represents a percentage of 2.46 of th

children examined.

Apart from the cases discovered at the routine examinations, 161
other children were found to require Lreatment for one or both of these

conditions. In addition, amongst the intermediate age group, whe

were surveyed in the first place by the nurses, 62 of these children
were found on examination by the school medical officers to require
treatment. In cases where the school medical officers were doubtful
whether or not to recommend operative treatment, they were referred
to the elinic for the opinion of the specialist. Out of T84 of such cages
Mr. Yorke advised an operation in 492 (63 per cent.) of them.

Since 1940, children requiring operation for enlarged tonsils and

adenoids have been treated at Alder Hey Hospital, but owing to the

difficulty of obtaining a sufficient number of beds it was considered
necessary to secure additional acconunodation. As foreshadowed in
the previous Report, arrangements were made with the Hospitals and
Port Health Committee whereby children could also be treated at
Broadgreen Hospital, and these new arrangements came into Opera-
tion in January last. During the vear, 447 cases were treated at Broad-
green Hospital but only 92 at Alder Hey, a total of 539 cases as com-
pared with 254 during the previous vear.

The operations were as follows: —

——

Alder Hey | Broadgreen
Hospital. Hospital. Total.

Tonsils only 43 1 i |
Adenoids only ... 4 _ 4
Tonsils and Adenoids ... 39 446 501

TOTAL ... 03 447 5349

The children were admitted on the day prior to operations and dls- |

charged two or three days after their treatment,

g
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SPECIAL SCHOOLS.

§

28, The total number of children at the end of the vear who had

Hbeen certified as blind was 31 of whom 19 were attending the Wavertree

School for the Blind, 5 the Roman Catholic School for the Blind,

#Brunswick Road, and 7 at the Sunshine Homes.

29. Classes for partially-sighted children were held in the following

centres: Christ Church C.E. School, Grant Road Council School,

‘Underlea Day Open-Air School and Fazakerley Day Open-Air School.

' The number on the rolls at these classes at the end of the year was 50.

30. A group of deaf children continued to receive education at the

| old Queensland Street Special School to which they were temporarily
{ transferred from the Crown Street School last year. At the end of
§ the vear this group numbered 78.

In addition, nearly 100 children were in residence, under the Govern-
ment Evacuation Scheme, at the school established in Birkdale,

31. Five children were maintained by the Authority at the Homes
for Epileptics, Maghull, during 1943. There were no new admissions
during the period.

32. Bince the war the Authority have had no residential school for
delicate children. A number of such children have been admitted to
the three evacuated residential Special Schools, and the Authority
continues to make use of their 36 places at Torpenhow Open-Air School,
The improvement in the general health of the children in these resi-

dential schools was again most marked.

The number of delicate children on the rolls of each of the day open-
air schools at the end of the year was as follows:—

Fazakerley Open-Air School ... 02
Underlea Open-Air School ... A -
Margaret Beavan Open-Air School ... i 108

A number of crippled children were also in attendance at these
schools.
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83. At the Alder Hev Hospital School 73 children were on the
rolls at the end of the year, and there were 112 children in residence at
the three above-mentioned residential speeial schools conducted for

physically defective children in the reception areas.

4. The ** erippled children ”" who remained in Liverpool numbered
278 at the year's end and they were being educated at 5 schools, Crown
Street (84), Margaret Beavan (93), Fazakerley (28), Underlea (56),
Grant Road (15).

35. The accompanying return shews the results of the examina-
tions made by the certifying officers of children referred for admission
to schools for physically defective children:—

Certified for Day Open-Air Schools o e 135
Certified for Day Special P.D. Schools ... AR {1
Certified for Residential P.D. Schools ... 87
ertified for Epileptic Schools 3 i 2
Postponed for further trial in elementary aehmla or for treu.tmunt— cia
Unsuitable for any achool ... i 23
Referred for mental examination ... 2 , [+
To remain in elementary school ... o 80

Total ... wee 00T

36. Apart from the war-time schools in the reception areas, the
Authority has no residential provision for feeble-minded children, but
during the year 27 children were maintained in the following schools:
Pontville Roman Catholic Special School (17), Allerton Priory Roman

Catholic Special School (9) and Dovecot Horticultural School for
Girls (1).

37. Two special schools in the reception area are being run as
residential schools for feeble-minded children. The one at White
Heather, Old Colwyn, accommodates the girls and younger boys, whilst
that at Crookhey Hall, near Lancaster, is for the older boys.

The Head Teachers of each of the schools in the evacuation
areas have submitted interesting reports on their vear's work. From
which it is clear that they are all impressed with the children’s improve-
ment in health, education and character formation.
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The following are brief extracts from their reports:—

Miss Anderson, of Tyndwr Hall, writes:—" A pariy of Tyndwr

| boys after much searching, rediscovered the base of a Mediaeval Cross,

which had been lost sight of for many vears, We have roused the inter-
est of the loeal Couneil who has asked our aid in searching for the
Jost pillar. On New Year's Day another party searched the Eglwaeg
Rocks and located several Hut Cireles which had become mere * hear-
says '. Residential Schools give unrivalled opportunities for practical
work in History, Geography and Nature Study.”

Miss Campbell, of Nant-y-Coed and Edward Malam Schools, as well
as referring to the great improvements which took place in certain
orthopaedic and heart cases, mentions that one of the pupils gained
admission to a Secondary School and one to a Selective Central School.

Miss Travers, of Crookhey Hall, comments on the great improvement

‘in health and physique of those boys who have been in residence for
two or three years.

Miss AMaguire, of White Heather. reports ** a remarkable improve-
ment "' in the case of a nervous child ** who was neglected and ill-

treated at home. She has developed from a surly, aggressive, frightened

child into a vivacious, friendly and bright little girl.”

She concludes her Report as follows: —

““ The tone, general bearing, and the improvement both in health

‘and education are due entirely to the fact that this is a Residential
Bchool. The training given during school hours is continued throughout

the evenings and at week-ends. This has an excellent effect on the

children, an effect which it is not possible to obtain in a Day Special

School.™

38. There were 353 feeble-minded children attending the Richmond

‘and Crown Street Day Special Schools and the speecial classes which

were arranged for at Major Lester, Banks Road, Grant Road, Underlea
and Fazakerley Schools. During the vear the classes at Major Lester

- Bchool were closed and the scholars transferred to other special schools.
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9. The results of examinations made by the Certifying Officers of

children referred for ascertainment of their mental capacity 15 as

follows :—
Certified for Speeial Day School ... N
Certified for Special Residential School ... 17
Postponed for further trial in ordinary school or for treatment fi8
Notified to LM.H.B, ... i g a7
To remain in e.ementary schools ... e 1DO

Total ... wiv 202

40. The routine medical examinations and the general medical care
of the special school children in the reception areas is carried out by
local medical practitioners, whilst specialist and dental treatment is
provided either under the Local Authorities’ arrangements or, in a
few instances, by special arrangements made in the reception areas,

All the medical and dental facilities of the School Medical Depart-
ment are available for the special schools children, and the school
medical officers devoted 153 sessions to this work in the course of which
they carried out approximately 2,000 medical examinations of the

children.

Under the Committee's schemes, 45 cases of defective vision were
treated.  In addition, 6 children were operated on for tonsils and
adenoids, 13 were treated at the aural elinies, and in the case of children

suffering from erippling defects, full use was made of the facilities avail-

able at-the orthopmdic clinics,

4l. The following table shews the work carried out by the dental

staff of the School Medical Department at the Special Schools, and
at Sankey Approved School :—
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Special Sankey

Schools. Approved

School,

Number of inspection sessions ... e H o 12 4
Number of treatment sessions ... 38 28
Total number of sessions 51 32
Number of children inspected ... 817 249
Number of children requiring treatment 528 162

(G4-675) (G9-0%)
Number of children treated ... 307 110
Number of attendances made for treatment ... 331 155
Number of teeth extracted DGy 190
Number of teeth filled ... 32 63
Number of other operations ... 19 110
Number of administrations of general anaesthetics ... :"il'}l- 88

UNCLEANLINESS AND NEGLECT.

42. The school nurses made 510,817 examinations of school children
with regard to cleanliness, and altogether 29,408 children were found
to show some evidence of verminous infection or were very dirty. In
the case of 1,731 children, statutory notices were served upon the
parents owing to their failure to cleanse their children after pre-
vious notification, and 1,086 children were cleansed by the parents

and 645 children had to be compulsorily cleansed by the staff.

The total number of attendances made at the cleansing stations dur-
ing the year was 19,994, all being on account of verminous conditions.

43. At the routine examinations in the schools 9.6 per cent. of the
boys and 27-7 per cent. of the girls were found to have evidence of
infestation. These figures, whilst shewing an improvement on the
previous year's figures of 13-5 per cent. and 29.4 per cent. respectively,
are more than double the figures of 19588 when only 45 per cent. of
the boys and 13'1 per cent. of the girls were found to be infested.
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44. Since the year 1940, when a marked increase oceurred. addi-
tional temporary staff has been engaged. 1t was thus possible to carry
out during 1943 over half a million examinations as a result of which
nearly 30,000 children were found to be unelean.

45.  The School Attendance Department have co-operated with the
School Medical Department in investigating cases of neglect referred
to them. In particular they have assisted in securing the regular attend-

ance of school children at the scabies clinies.

Mr. Bridson, the Superintendent of the School Attendance and Care
Department, states that—

“ During the period lst January, 1943, to 81st January, 1944,
the parents of 27 children were summoned for the neglect of
their children. In 13 of these cases the children were suffering
from sores and were verminous. Proceedings resulted as follows:
In 11 cases fines £1 to £5 were imposed. One parent was bound
over for twelve months, and sentences of imprisonment, ranging
from one month to six months’ hard labour were imposed in six
instances. Two parents were discharged with a caufion: two
mothers were placed on probation for one and two years respec-
tively, three cases were withdrawn and one dismissed.”

TUBERCULOSIS,

46. At the routine inspections in the schools there were discovered
1 definite case of pulmonary tuberculosis, 6 cases of tuberculous glands,
and 16 cases of other forms of tuberculosis. a total of 23 cases, or -15

per cent., among the routine cases examined.

There were also seen at the inspection clinies. or as special cases at
the schools, 6 definite or suspecled pulmonary cases, and 21 cases of
other forms of tuberculosis,

The number of cases discovered at the routine examinations is more
than that discovered in 1942 thou gh the numbers themselves afford no
true comparison, but the incidence rate does shew an increase from
+10 per cent. to ‘15 per cent.
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All the cases of actual or suspected tuberculosis discovered by the
school medical officers were referred to the tuberculosis officers for
examination. The number of references so made was 127, whilst the
Tuberculosis Departinent supplied information with reference to H23
school children who had been reported from other sources as possible
cases of tuberculosis. Of these, 533 were new cases for the year and
406 were reported as non-tuberculous.

Early diagnosis is imperative in tuberculosis, because it is only in
the early stages that the disease can be effectively controlled. With

this object in view a scheme for mass radiology is to be introduced.

47. Recent legislation has brought into operation a scheme for
maintenance allowances in certain cases of tuberculosis affecting adults,
The purpose of this scheme is to encourage the patient to submit to
treatment in the early stages of his illness., These meazures will ulti-
mately play a very material part in reducing the incidence of
tuberculosis in all classes of the community and remove the most
dangermls sonrce of infection to the child, the existence of an infective
caze in the home.

48. Dyr. Clarke, the Chief Clinieal Tuberculogis Officer, writes:—-

** It is interesting to note that a decline in primary notifications of
tuberculosiz, all forms, in children (zero to 15 vears) was evident up
to 1940 (203), since when, however, this figure has steadily risen until
in 1943, 1 find we have a total of 278 notifications (pulmenary 111, non-
pulmonary 167). This would, of course, be in keeping with the general

trend as there has been a steady inerease in nolification in other age
groups since the outbreak of war, and one can only assume that the

decline in cases of children up to 1940 was associated with evacuation,
and it is probable that the increase since that date iz in no little part
associated with the return of children from evacuation areas, though 1
have no precise figure relating fo this. The condition of children who
have received residential treatment during the year has been satis-
factory, over 90 per cent. of cases having shewn mno signs of

re-activation.’’
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN SCHOOLS.

49, There were 4,082 cases of infectious disease reported amongst
school children of school age during the year, this being a decrease of
1,738 cases compared with the previous year, The greatest decreases
were reported in cases of measles (1,185 cases) and diphtheria (607),
whilst whooping cough showed an increase of 227 and searlet fever

187 cases.

It was not necessary, to close any school or department during the

year on account of infections dizsease.

The arrangements made in previous vears for the inoculation against
diphtheria of the children attending the infants’ departments of the
elementary schoolz were extended to cover all departments and alse
to include secondary schools. For this purpose visits were paid to
119 elementary schools and departments, and to 11 secondary schools.
The total number of school children inoculated at the elementary
schools was 12,562, and at the secondary schools 1,235, In addition,
a eonsiderable number of children of school age were inoculated at the

various immunisation elinies held throughout the city.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

o).  The percentage of parents attending at the examinations of their
children as entrants and leavers were 76.4 per cent. and 18.0 per cent.,

respectively, The percentage for other ages was 21.6 per cent,

In connection with the following-up of cases, 41,708 notices were sent
fromn the office to parents.

61. Pamexts’ PavMesrts.—About the middle of the vear the fee for
dental treatment was raised from 6d. to 1s. This increased charge does
not appear to have had any effect either upon the number of applica-
tions received or the number applyving for free treatment,

The charges made by the Committee for other forms of treatment

which they provided remained the same as previously provided.

The following amounts were received during the year 1943 as parental
contributions towards the cost of treatment indicated:—
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52. EMPLOYMENT OF ScHooL CHILDREN.—During the vear a total of 2,952
children (2,909 boys and 43 girls) were engaged in part-time employ-
ment. The school medical officers exammined 376 children as to their
fitness to undertake work before school hours and in 13 eases the
undertaking of this part-time work was not recommended on medical
grounds.

During the year the Sub-Committee, dealing with the licensing of
children, granted 25 theatrieal licences,

53. CuiLDREN aND Youna PErsoNs Act.—In accordance with the arrange-
ments made under Seetion 35 of the Childven and Young Persons Act
(1933), medical reports, for the information of the Magistrates in the
Juvenile Courts at Liverpool and distriet and in certain reception areas.

were submitted in 2,145 cases.

During the year, 238 cases were specially examined at the request
of the Magistrates. and ont of 101 of these, in which a veport upon the
mental condition had been requested, 92 were seen by Dr. . P. lrvine,
one of the Certifying Officers approved by the Board of Education. The
remaining eases were examined by the medical officers to the Remand

Homes.

HIGHER SCHOOLS.

4. The number of schools visited during the vear was 25, and the
number of medical inspections carried out was much smaller than that
of previous years, owing to the depletion of medical stafi. The
examinations were limited mainly to the new admissions, and the

following are the figures: —

Routine cases i R s 6, R M
2 Re-inspections ... 98
Special cases i AR SR i 2o 149
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The number of routine cases having defects for which they were
referred for treatment was 479 (11.3 per cent.), some of these having
multiple defects. Defects of the nose and throat were noted in 430
(10-2 per cent.), ear disease in 167 (39 per cent,) and organie heart

disease in 55 (1.3 per cent.) of the children.

JUVENILE EMPLOYMENT BUREAU,

55. The following paragraphs are extracted from a full report by

the Juvenile Employment Bureau in July, 1943,

G6. The elimination of most forms of production not closely econ-
nected with the war effort has become increasingly reflected in the
restriction in the variety of openings available to juveniles, which
limits, in no small measure, the choice of career available to so many
of the young people now entering the employment field. Exeept in
the case of secondary school pupils anxious to undertake specialised
work, this curtailment of choice, however, does not affect girls to the
saine extent as |}c1‘1.':-:, i high percentage of whom ]'HH'E-, after a periud
of waiting, been forced to the conelusion that an unwished-for outlet ‘
for their services must be aceepted. The prevailing conditions arising
from the war have further prevented any expansion of the Connmittee's
activities in the sphere of juvemile employment and rendered the past
vear somewhat uneventful. The demand for snitably qualified juveniles,
or for those prepared to accept the tyvpe of work available, has always
been slightly in excess of the supply, but none the less few employers,
except those badly placed geographically, have been faced with an acuts
shortage of juvenile labour. There has been a marked disinelination
on the part of many boys to take up office work while a strong tendency
has been noticeable for work closely connecied with the war effort.
The lowering of the age of eligibility for national service has resulted
in older boys—and to some extent girls—being increasingly difficult
to place owing to the reluctance of employers to train personnel they
cannot hope to retain for more than a short period. The lack of oppor-
tunity for getting to sea in the merchant service has resulted in a
considerable amount of dissatisfaction among those attracted to a sea-
faring career and has caused many to volunteer for the Navy as soon

as the appropriate age has been reached. Apprenticeships in engineer-
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ing and other skilled trades have been difficult to obtain. Tndeed, most
employers are go anxious to maintain output at as high a level as
possible that, generally speaking, only the minimum of fraining to
enzure efficiency on a particular process is provided. Perhaps the most
disturbing feature is the stagnation in the Building Industry, and
there iz no doubt that the greatest relief to the juvenile employment
position in Liverpool would be afforded by the introduction of at least
a limited building programme, thus providing a means of absorbing
many of the boys completing the courses at the Junior Technical Schools
and other boys with inclinations and attainments suitable for that
trade. Inability to settle in any work, absenteeism, bad time-keeping
and other forms of mishehaviour on the part of a small group who fre-
quently change their jobs caunses concern to the Bureau Officers and
irritation to employers. On the other hand, the large majority of boys
who cannot obtain the employment of their choice, are manfully meet-
ing their war-time obligations, buoyed up, no doubt, by the hope that,
in post-war years, they will be able in some measure to make good what
they have now been denied.

57. The Committee have always strongly held the view that the
best basis for good juvenile advizory work is laid when parents, young
people, teachers and officers are able to confer on the choice of a suit-
able career. Indeed. no scheme can be considered complete unless it
takes into full account the educational report and the intimate know-
ledge of the teacher who has been in contact with the child during the
latter years of his school life. Tn order to ensure that as far as prac-
ticable every boy and girl leaving school should be given individual
advice, Bureau Officers made 812 visits to elementary schools, 4 to
.juniﬁr technical schools and 7 to central schools for the purpose of
holding school conferences. 9,782 juveniles (4,821 boys and 4,961
girls) were interviewed and advised in this manner. Despite the
inereasing calls upon their time, teachers have always been interested
in the future careers of their scholars, and their willing co-operation
enabled the officers to visualise more readily and advise more clearly
on the most suitable type of employment for each young person con-
cerned. Tt is also gratifying to record that in these days of war-time
etress in the homes, no fewer than 541 parents attended the interviews.
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A copy of the recently-compiled leaflet is now handed to each school-
leaver, and many head teachers have commented very favourably on
this leaflet, expressing the view that it fulfils a long-felt want and
that it conveys in a simple manner the information most likely to be

of value to young people.

58. In view of the expansion of the war-time Nursery service and
of the need for attracting an inereasing number of girls to nursing as
a career, no opporiunity was neglected of supporting the National
Appeal by ecirculars to schools, contacts with girls who at the time
of interview under the Registration of Boys and Girls Order expressed
an intercst in nursing, and by direct approach to girls rvegistered at the
Bureau. As a result a considerable number of younger girls were
accepted as trainee nursery nurses, while a few in the older group were
accepted as probationers in various local hospitals and institutions.
In order to provide preliminary training for girls who appear to have
an aptitude and inclination for nursing. a part-time pre-nursing course
for training was established in May at the Wavertree Day Trade School
and a similar course will commence at the Stanley Park School iw
October. It is, however, regretted that the number of registrants for
the proposed full-time day training course was so small that the course.
had to be abandoned.

59. It was possible to maintain to some extent the practice of hold-
ing school conferences, and 14 visits were made to secondary schools
by a burean officer who interviewed and advised on employment matters
327 pupils (76 boys, 251 girls). The demand for vouths of good attain-
ments for clerical work continued throughout the vear but hoys shewed
less inclination than usual for eommereial work, preference being
expressed for industrial (mainly engineering) apprenticeships. There
being so few vacancies of this kind and few boys being willing to con-
sider employment outside the eity, many bovs gravitated to factories
engaged on war production with the intention of keeping up their studies
in order to prepare for work offering greater scope in the future.

60. The majority of girls shewed a preference for commercial work,
and there was evidence that parents preferred their girls to have some
form of specialised commercial education before entering actual employ-
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ment. There was a small demand for girls for the light engineering
industry but, in general, this type of work made little appeal, dind some
difficulty was experienced in filling vacancies. Nursing as a career
was brought to the notice of suitable girls from secondary schools but
little suceess attended these efforts. In some cases parents would not
approve of the choice, while in others it was considered that alterna-
tive eul}rlnyltm'nt, -r:|lieﬂ__‘_.’ commercial, which girls found it necessary to
take up until reaching the minimum age for General Hospital train-
ing, would probably prove too attractive, and they would, ultimately,
abandon the idea of entering nursing as a career, except where the

call of this vocation was strong and lasting.

61. A total of 592 secondary school pupils were assisted to obtain
their first post (287 boys and 305 girls) while a further 51 boys and 52
girls, a total of 103, returned to employment by introduetion from the

Bureau.

62. The yearas been one of continued activity in war-time duties
of the Bureau, and, whilst a spirit of restlessness and indiscipline has
been noticed among some juveniles using the Bureau, and a few com-
plaints received from parents regarding the waywardness of their
children, especially vouths 16/17 years of age, no doubt can be enter-
tained that the very large majority of young people are shouldering,
without ecomplaint, their share of the war effort. There was no evi-
dence.of health being impaired as a result of war-time conditions, due
possibly to the greater willingness of employers to study the welfare
of their workers, In spite of the more arduous and, in many cages, more
repe[,it,.iru and monotonous work undertaken by themn, young people
have stood up to their tasks. Their spirit has been good and augurs
well for the post-war vears when, it is hoped, they will be under fewer
restrictions and be afforded the opportunity of that voeational train-
ing and choice, which has been denied to so many through entering
the employment field when the first consideration was the maximum
output for the good of the nation.

W. M. FRAZER,

Medical Officer to the
Education Authority.
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Appendix A.

BOARD OF EDUCATION.

MEDICAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT
RETURNS, YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1943.

TABLE I.
MEDICAL INSPECTIONS OF CHILDREN ATTENDING
PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

A.—Routine Medical Inspections.

Nruper ofF IxspecTioN: 1N THE PRESORIBED GROUPS :—

Entrants 0,221
Hecond Age Group ... Not Inspected
Third Age Group e 5,086
Other Ages SR 107

Total 10,014

———

B.—Other Inspections,

Nuumeer oF Specral [MsPECTIONS AND HE-INSPRCTIONS .. *130,26]1

[

* This figure includes 25,342 inspections of Scabies cases.

TABLE II.

('LASSIFICATION OF THE NUTRITION oF CHILDREN INsPEcTED DURING THE YEAR
¥ THE RovuTise Ack GROUPS.

A I &

I
- , | C. | I,
Number (Exeellent). || (Normal). | (Slightly (Bad)
of [ | subnormal).
Children ' i - ! - =
Ingpected. No. | o | No. i { No. o || No. | %

15,014 893 | 60| |3,9ﬂn| 926 || 215| 14| Nil | —
I I ! ! !

pemp— —



TABLE III.

Group I.—Treatment of Minor Ailments (Excluding Uncleanlinesed
for which see Table V),

lorar Numser or DeEPecTs TREATED OR UNDER TREATMENT DURING THE Y EAR
UNDER THE AUTHORITY'S SCHEME, *43,334.

*Thiz figure includes 11,329 Scahies cases.

Group II.—Treatment of Defective Vision and Squint {axcludinq
Minor Eye Defects treated as Minor Ailments, Group I).

==

No. of Defects dealt
with under the
Authority's Scheme,

Errors or REFRAcTION (including BOEIN) - oc el A S TR 4,635

Uther defect or disease of the -:J.ru.-a {ﬁxuiudmg those recorded in
Group I) . PR T e L

=]

7 ) R e 4,640

No. of Children for ulmm ﬁpa:rtm-lm; Were ;
(@)} Prescribed ........ 3,043

1D O A M GRS e B et o 2,911

e ——

— a—

Group III. —Traatmant of Dafeuta of Nose and Throat.

e —— m—— —_— T

h

Numieer oF DEFECTS,

Received Operative Treatment under
the Anthority’s Scheme, or Clinic Reeeived other forms Total number
or Hospital, of Treatment, treated,
(1) 2) 3)
619 —_ 519
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TABLE IV.

DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.
iy Number of Children Inspected :—

I

() Rowtine Alre BTOWPE oiiciiiiarsesransns rnanessanssnsssnnpsnssarspsssenncns | 13000
e B e o 3,631
(¢) Total (Routines and ‘Epa-nmln} T P e e e ey e W 1
(2} Namber found to require freatmient ........c.ocoviveiiiriemsinnsniirnsranense 00,515
(3} Number actually treated ...........ccococimimiimnmmciinn s snn e 18,723
{4) Attendances made by children for treatment ... 26,372
Imgpecton ....ccicicaceiniin.  $28
(5) Half-days devoted to  [ASPOCHON ..oooovsirnnrennensn e L_._}Tam . 8,038
* Tnecludes 1,205 sessions in which a Dental Officer acted as Ansethetict,
SR T Permanent Tecth ............ 4,900
(6) Fillings :— Temporary Teeth ............ —}Tﬂ"'“"'I o 4,900
s Permanent Teeth ............ 13,077 =
(T) Extractions :— Temporary Teeth ............ 41 ,EQI}T‘“&I i i
(8) Administrations of general an@sthetie for extractions ............... P T, 17,565
i Permanent Teeth ............ L0G(}
{9) Other Operations :— {Tempﬂmrjf Wkl Ll __}Tﬂtal < 1,080
TABLE V.
YERMINOUS CONDITIONS.
(1) Average number of visits per school made during the year by the School
Nurses or ather anthorised persons ...........cociiiiiiiiciniiiie s, 530
(2) Total number of examinations of children in the Schools by School Nurses 510,817
{3) Number of individual children found unelean......................con, 20,408
(4) Number of individual children cleansed under the Liverpool Corporation
e e Lo oy ' e e et £ PR T LRSI 19,994
(5} Number of cases in which legal proceedings were taken :—
(&) Under the Education Act, 1021 ..o Nil
{4) Under School Altendance Bye-laws_ ..., R R R T Nil
TABLE VI.
BLIND AND DEAF CHILDREN.
(1) (2) () (4)
At an Inztitution | At no School Total
At a Publie other than a or not receiving
Elementary School. | Special School. | Institution, sunitable
Education.
- Blind Children . — — 1 -
Deaf Children 1 = — —

=

NoTE : ;‘ergmgemrntﬁ were in hﬁnﬂ fm 'Lbe admmsmn of I,-Iu:se
children to appropriate schools,
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TABLE VII.

SCHOOL MEDICAL AND DENTAL STAFF, LIVERPOOL
on 31st December, 19435,

Name of Officer.

FPermanent

0nr

Temporary.

Proportion of time
devoted to

Sehool
Medical
Service,

Public
Healtl.

Sehool Medical Ofcer.

De. W. M. Frazer |:=1|un:1 | S B e

Chiel Assisiant 5.M.0.
Dr. R. (iamlin

Assistant 5.M.0.s,
Dir.
Dir.
.
Dr.

Helen Keith .......

Mary F. Lacey ..........

Grace K. MoConkey

| B ot ] U i e e e R e R
Dr. Luey H. E. ﬂfﬂrmuav e P ey
. Marjorie Glyn-Hughes...

. Hilda A. Channon .......

. Busan H. Montgomery
Dr. Mary C. Lydon .............

Norg.—The eight male Assistant S.3[.0s,
whe have been called up for service in
H.M. Forees are not incliuded above,

Ethelwyn M. Walters ......cccoviciiinnnnns

. Lilian W. Massey (Mrs. Hugheﬂ.]

Permanent

.| Temporary

a

LR

LE]

Whole-
tiime.

Nil

Not
assessable

Whole-time

Part-time 5
geasions per

week

Eenlnr School Dental Officer.

M T T HE P areonn s Tt e e

Assistant School Danlal Dmmn‘h
Mr. F. C. Littleton ..
Mr. A. Brower .

Me. (1. E. Nevina,
Mz. E. Croshie O S R L
1.7 B I [

Ml Ball v e eI

R L e T
Mr. H. W. Martin ......
M A W ateon -, e

NoOTE~The seven Dental Officers who have
been ealled up for service in HM, F Orees,
and the three who have been lent to
Reeeiving Authorities are not included
abave,

Permanent

5¥
L1

L1

"
Temporary

‘| 1 Temporary
fpart-timu

]

I

Whole-timea

"
23

Whole-time

o)

2 Sessions

g | per week
J

Two dentists devote approximately one
session per week each to the treatment of

ante- and post-natal cases for the Publie

Health Department (M. & C. W.).
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SCHOOL NURSING STAFF on 31st December, 1943.
(Excluding Specialist Nurses such as Orthopaedic Nurses),

Aggregate of time given to
8

Number of Officers, M. work in terms of
whole-time officera.

BRohool NUTBAE ... iciciiinnrnsorinrsennmsn 52 Parmanent* )

38 Temporary
iHatriot NUIees .....cccooooeciiivrrionass Nil Nil
Nursing Assistants ..........ccccceevieees] 18 Tem

(6 are half-time) 15
Dental Attendanta .......covvivrivnmnsnres 4 4

= ey ]

- *Not including 5 in H.M. Forces.
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Appendix B.
MEDICAL INSPECTIONS OF CHILDREN ATTENDING

TABLE 1.
MEDICAL INSPECTION OF CHILDREN ATTENDING

HIGHER SCHOOLS.
A.—Routine Medical Inspeactions.

NUMRER 0OF INSPECTIONS IN THE PRESCRIBED GROUPS—

—— =— i —— S - — - =

Ageo. Boys. Girls. ToTaL.
8 years 5 71 136
D years ... a7 g 155
10 years ... 11 172 283
11 years ... 492 349 1,041
T P TSy v vl e 387 477 864
13 years ... 327 203 530
14 yoars ... i) 142 611
15 years ... 321 175 496
Wipsary: 0 e o i v 45 ° 33 78
17 years ... B 13 20
ToTaL v 2203 1,922 4214
B.—Other Inspections.
NUMBER OF SPECIAL IWSPECTIONS AND RE-INSPEOTIONS ... ... 247

HIGHER SCHOOLS.

TABLE II.

Classification of the Nutrition of Children Inspected during the
Year in the Routine Age Groups.

Tman -

e —_—

A, B. C. D.
Number of | (Excellent). | (Normal). (Slightly (Bad).
Ago-groups. Children subnormal).
Inspected. I
No. 0 No. o No. 0. |No.| %
All Routine
Inspections ...... 4,214 3156 T5 (3,880 923 | 10 (02 | —| —
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TABLE III.

| Group I.—Treatment of Minor Ailments (Excluding Uncleanliness,
for which see Table V).

Torar NuMeer oF DEFBoTS TREATED OB UNDER TEEATMENT DURING THE YEAR
UNDER THE AUTHORITY'S SOHEME, 16.

Group II.—Treatment of Defective Vision and Squint (Excluding
Minor Eye Defects treated as Minor Ailments—Group I).

Number of Defects dealt
with.

Under the
Authority's Scheme.

Errors oF ReFracrioN (including squint)...... 408
Other defect or disease of the eyes (excluding
those recorded in Group I)..........cccccenvunnnn. —
Total: ..........: . 408
Under th e
Authority’s
Scheme.

Number @ children for whom spectacles were
e e B S e 236
[ FLE LT T T e e e e 228

——
e ——— = o e T A e

Group III.—Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat.

—_— = = eSS ea—————

NrmMeER oF DEFECTS.

Received Operative Treatment.

- e e Beceived Total
Under the Authority’s Scheme, | By Private Practitioner other number
in Clinic or Hospital. or Hospital, apart from | forms of treatod.
the Authority’s Scheme. | Treatment.
(1) (2) (3) (4)
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REPORT BY THE INSPECTOR OF PHYSICAL
TRAINING FOR THE YEAR, 1943.

1. Noteworthy progress has been made during the vear towards the

| testoration in schools of physical training activities on a scale com-
parable with that of pre-war years. Efforts made by the Commiltee to
gecure the release of school premises oceupied by various eivil defence
services have met with some success, with the result that a larger
amount of free spuce has become available for physical training in halls
and gymnagia, with a corresponding inerease in the playground areas
used for the out-of-doors section of this valuable part of the schools’
eurriculum. The teachers have striven hard and suceessfully to combat
the difficult position resulting fromn the call-up of many men teachers
for service with H.M. Forces, and considerable ingenuity has been shown
in taking advantage of the limited supplies of games material and

equipment which now reach the schools,

2. Physiu&! Exercises, Fvidence of the progress referred to in the
preceding paragraph is provided by the fact that, in the senior and

Junior departments of elementary schools, the average time devoted

each week to physical training on sghool premises in accordance with
the Board of Education svllabus rose from 84-5 minutes in 1942 to
-106-75 minutes in 1943. Regular lessons in physical training were given
throughout the year in school playgrounds and (where available) in
gvmnasia and halls equipped with the necessary apparatus.

It may be noted here that 44 schools organized athletic meetings
during the summer months (as against a corresponding number of 30

last vear), and that 6 schools found it possible to promote swimming

galas.

8. Organised Games, The majority of the senior and junior depart-
ments of elementary schools took part in organised games in playing
fields and parks during the year, though faecilities were somewhat
restricted by the fact that rather more than one-third of the acreage
available for this purpose prior fo the war is at present under cultiva-
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tion. Many children attending schools in the densely-populated areas
of the City were enabled by the Committee’s grant of free tram tickets |
to visit playing spaces; 33-school departiments availed themselves ot}
these facilities, and tickets to the value of £350 were provided by the |

Committee for the purpose.

4. School Holiday Camps. Some 230 necessitous children were
assisted, by means of grants-in-aid at the rate of 15s. for each leader and
10s. for each scholar, to take part in camping holidays organised by
their teachers during the Midsummer holiday period.  Seven camps
received finaneial help in this manner (as against four in 1942), and|
reports by the organisers show that problems relating to food rationing

and accommodation were successfully overcome.

The Committee also made a grant of approximately £120 in aid of
the Liverpool Child Welfare Association’s scheme for sending poor
children to holiday camps in North Wales and Cheshire. :

5. Swimming Instruction. The attendance of school children at |
public baths (swimming plunges, slipper baths and spray baths) again |
reached a gratifyingly high level. BSixteen establishments were used
during the year, and although the facilities offered were naturally
restricted by cuts in fuel supplies and by reductions in the staffs of
the respective baths, over 62,000 more attendances were recorded than
in 1942. The following figures summarise statements submitted by
the Corporation Baths Committee; —

— —

=

Total attendances at Swimming || Total attendances at Slipper and
Plunges, 1943. Spray Baths, 1943,

Summer months. Winter months, Summer months, Winter months.

Boys. Giirls. Boys. Girls. Boys. Girls. Boys. Girls.

118,758 | 56,036 34,817 6,508 932 631 853 - 509

Ly i e A0 AN = |

174,704 41,325 1,613 1,452
216,119 3,065

Grand Tota?—ﬂlﬂ,lﬁi.

————— D
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Children arve now requested by the Baths Committee to provide their

own towels whenever possible.

Returns by Head Teachers show that in October, 1943, 3,975 boys
and 1,955 girls were able to swim at least 25 yards. These figures com-
pare favourably (especially in the case of the girls) with the correspond-
ing totals of 3,741 and 1,408 in 1942,

6. Evening Play Centres. The Committee’s officers kept in view the
needs of the children of women war-workers for out-of-school care. The
evening play centre system was extended and de veloped during the year
with this purpose in mind and in particular to bridge the gap between
the closure of afterncon school at 4 o'clock and the time when the
working mother is able to return home. Six additional centres were
provided and opportunities were also taken from time to thime to extend
the existing centres so as to permit of their opening on five evenings

weekly.

By the end of the year, 20 centres (ineeeting from approximately
4.0 p.m, to 6.0 p.m, on Monday-Friday inclusive) were in operation.
The average attendance of children each evening at all centres varied

between 2,500 and 3,000,

Light refreshmenis—consisting of tea, milk, cocoa, cakes, ete.—were
provided (by arrangement with the Children’s Meals Departiment) at
four centres where there was a demand for this service. It is probable

that the scheme will shortly be extended to cover further centres.

Every effort was made to make the centres as a ttractive as possible.
end a wide 1ange of recreative and educational subjects (embracing
indoor and outdoor gaines, boxing, table tennis, ericket, rounders, fool-

ball. craft work, needlework, music classes, ete.) were made available.

A number of schools were also opened as play centres during the
Summer and Autumn holidays, again to cater for the children of women
on war work. Attendances at those centres were, however, disappointing
as the majority of the children seemed to prefer making their own

arrangements for spending the holidays.
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7. Classes for Teachers. A number of courses in the theory and prae-
tice of Physical Training have been held during the year; over

teachers took part in each of the following :—

Course. Inatrunctor. Period.
Infants’ TeachEr ....cceecersassmsnnsnanannaenseas| M8 B. Catton ...... January—March
Juniors' Teachers ....coevierinisnasrasnnransassnes| Miss M. W. Edwards do.
| Miss M. W. Edwards dao.
Miss M., B, Tod ...... do.
Miss M. B. Tod ...... Dctober onwards,
Seniors Teacher (Specialising in the use of
an equipped gymnasium). ..................| Miss M. I. Crabbe ... do.

In addition to the above, three courses of practice and instruetion in
EFpglish, Scottish and Irvish country dancing were successfully organisad
during the year, and were appreciated by a number of teachers and club
leaders. Classes of this type fully merit the designation of ** refresher
courses ; they are the means of promulgating fresh ideas in method and
crgunisation, and of stimulating the teachers to maintain their work
in the schools at an interesting pitch,

4, Evening Institutes and Youth Organisations. The Comnittee’s 3{
Inspector of Evening Schools reports that facilities for physical train- E
ing and for dancing (folk dancing, country dancing J_l’ll.l hullmﬂrn..
dancing) again aitracted large numbers of juveniles of both }.EKEH
belonging to the social and recreative sections of the Fvening Institutes.
During the Session 1943-44, 34 of those elub sections were conducted

and, in each, physical training and dancing were two of the most popu-
lar activities.

organizations. Early difficulties in securing blacked-out halls or gym-
nasia for clubs organising physieal training classes have gradually been

;
i
Physical training has also been a popular activity in voluntary youth
overcome, and a great many youth clubs have been enabled. by the
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‘assistance of the Education Committee, to provide classes in this sub-
ject; in fact, practically every wouth organisation (to the number of
~approximately 200) is now providing some form of physical training
for its members, In addition, all pre-service training units—Air Train-
ing Corps, Army Cadets, Civil Defence Cadets, Sea Cadets, Merchant
Navy Cadets, Girls’ Training Corps and the Junior Girls’ Training Corps
—require their members to attend classes in physical training.

A relatively high proportion of juveniles of the 14-20 age group ars
thus taking part in one form or another of ** keep-fit " activities.

9. The Work of the Teachers' Associations. Organised cunes and
sports competitions, after school hours and on Saturdays, have been con-
ducted for a number of years by four distinet Sports’ Connnittees,
representative of the Teachers’ Associations: —

la) The Liverpool and District Teachers’ Association (con-

trolling the activities of girls) ;

(b) The Liverpool Association of Schoolmasters (controlling
the activities of boys).

(¢) The Catholic Elementary Schools’ Athletic Assoeciation,
for the benefit of bays and girls attending the Catholic schools of
the City; and

(d) The Liverpool Schools” Foothall Association (controlling

all football competitions for boys).

(a) The hon. secretary of the Sports Committee of the Liverpool and
District Teachers’ Association reports that a considerable number of
schools entered for swinnming trials during 1943, and that 1,161 certifi-
cates of proficiency in swinnming were issued. The time was not
considered ripe for the promotion of after-school rounders competitions,
mainly on account of the difficulties of evening travel; friendly matches
of netball and rounders were, however, played between neighbouring
schools where opportunities offered.

(b) Owing to war-time difficulties, no league or knock-out competitions

in cricket, baseball and athletics were organised.by the Liverpool Asso-

ciation of Schoolmasters’ Sports Committee; the hon. secretary, how-
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ever, reports that friendly games were played between neighbouring
schools. Several boys gained swimming certificates whilst others were

coached in life-saving.

The Committee’s bronze medallions for gallantry were awarded dur-
ing the vear to two boyvs—Willimm Prior and Stanley Falshaw—who
attend the Finch Hall Council School, for the part they plaved in the
rescue from drowning of a comrade who had got into diffieulties in the
water of a deep pit; the first-named boy effected a very plucky rescue

after Stanley Falshaw had made a gallant but unsuccessful attempt.

(¢} and (d) The hon. secretary of the Liverpool Schools Football
Assoriation reports that the 1943-44 season was the most successful
sinee the outbreak of war. Although only 27 schools participated in the
“open 7 leagues, the entry was representative of all ages and areas
ot the City. Three leagnes of ** under 14 " teamms were formed, and a
comprehensive progranime of matehes was plaved; a ** knock-out com-
petition " was organised and completed and a junior league for boys
under 11 years of age was also arranged. In the Catholic leagues,
12 teains lined up in two leagues (North and South), and played through
A separate competition in each half of the season.  Championship games
were played-off at the Anfield Football Ground. The standard of play

was markedly high in all leagues,

It is evident that most boys’' schools, through the shortage of male
staff, have been playing under difficulties. But the remaining men
teachers who have carried on this voluntary work so well—notwithstand-
ing the many calls on their spare time by various forms of national
service—are deserving of great eredit.

The experiment of running « City team met with complete success.
Matches were played with Leicester (drawn). Ellesmere Port (won ),
Sheffield (won) and Bolton (wen), school boys; and many practice

games took place with Liverpool secondary schools, boys' clubs, evening
schools, ete.

The Schoolmasters' Sports Committee claim, not without pride, that

" once again Liverpool has led the way, and that their invitations to
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; towns have re-awakened interest in schoolboys' foothall, with
fne neficial results.”” :

It is suggested that a letter expressing the Education Committee's
'.nppreniatinn of the extent and value of the voluntary work performed
by members of the four Associations mentioned above be sent to the
hon. secretary of each Association.

A. E. HARRIS,

Inspector of Physieal Training.

C. F. MOTT,
Direetor of Education,
June, 1944.







