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CITY OF LIVERPOOL.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

REPORT of the MEDICAL OFFICER to the
Education Authority for the Year ended
31st December, 1928,

e

The Medical Officer begs to submit his report on the work of the
School Medical Service for the year 1928,

1. The work of the School Medical Department 15 a branch of
the Municipal Service, the beneficial effects of which represent an
undoubted gain to the community, by laying the foundation for the
production of sound constitutions which are of fundamental import-
ance for successful and happy citizenship. As has been pointed out

in previous vears, the elementary school children of to-day are taller,

heavier, and healthier than the school children of 20 years ago.

This 1mprovement is largely due, as Sir George Newman has

observed, {o the medical care and supervision of the children

bhoth bhefore and during school life, the {freatmment of defects, the

removal of the causes of weakness and the treatment of dental
decay which have resulted in fewer cases of mmflamed fonsils and
glands, less anaemia and tuberculosis and a decline in severe
rickets. The pl':n‘i:-:]rﬂll of school meals, !rh_‘..'r-‘-l-:';ﬂ ’[I':,l[niu;g_y, and
improved sanitation have also contributed towards this general
improvement. When 1t 15 borne in mind that in Inverpool approxi-
mately 140,000 school children are for nearly ten vears of their
lives under the surveillance of the FEducation Aunthority, the
potentiality for materially influencing their physique during this

Ill"'l'l-fl'li l|I{'l"1 AFREES “i'P’“ I'l"H"_ -

Introduction.



A Retrospect
of 20 years

f

The aim of the School Medical Department 1s not only to secure

treatment for ailing children and to make them fit {o obtain proper

benefit from their education, but further, to prevent disease, and

to train the children in the laws of health so that they may become

healthy and enlightened citizens.

The improvement alveady achieved 15 most encouraging, and
||i'=|;|_:r|"?""i 'L\'ii], .iT i:"" ]il}l‘”"'l, i'[]‘“1i”"{" il = TI!I_|I llq'_il'l"ll_l!'i }”_"f'l,l"'l[' TNLCxIe®
enlightened, and as time goes on, the parents who as children were
influenced or benefited by the School Medical Service and other
health activities of the Education Authority will apply in their

own homes the health principles learnt during their school life.

2. i is not an easy matier to put into words or even fo
demonstrate evidence shewing definite improvement from one yvear
to another, but on taking a longer period for comparative purposes
the beneficial results become more striking.  As the School Medical
Service has now been in existence for some 20 vears, it might be

of interest to reprint some extracts from a report made at the

request of the Liverpool Fdueation Authority by Dr. Arkle in 1907

on the condition of the Liverpool school children. The report was

hased on the examination of the children in certain selected schools
“which might be considered fair representatives of the various
““classes of children with which the Education Authority have to

“ deal.”’

“Of course, many were very poorly clothed indeed, but
“1 think the better wav to describe them would be to sav that
““they were unsuifably elad, and in some cases overclad.
"1t seemed as if many of the children on obtaining a new
" garment pui it on over the old ones, and, in fact, carried
“all their property on their backs. In such cases, when one

“arrived at the skin it was always found to be in a condition

-
-

of unwholesome perspiration, although the weather was
** cold.
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““ On the other hand, a great number of the children were
“ gshockingly underclad.

“One little girl had an ingenious costume which looked
“quite smart until analysed. It consisted of a wvery thin
““chemise, a footman’s old ved waisteoat folded tightly round
** her and fastened with a piece of string, and a blue overall,
““ with straps over the shoulders. It looked a very neat dress,
“but was shamefully inadequate.

““ Many of the children who looked gquite neat, on investiga-
“tion were terribly underclad. One litile fellow who looked
“ guite well-to-do did not want to take his coat off, as he
*“ explained his shirt was in the wash. On investigation,
“* I found a piece of linen about half the size of a handkerchief
“attached to his collar, and 1 fear that was all the shirt he had.
“It was a bitterly cold day—but not one stitch of under-
“eclothing had he on. Such cases speak for themselves.

* Another curious fact was that large numbers of the
“ children were absolutely stitched into their clothes. I do
““ not know whether this is from scarcitv of buttons or from
“fear of losing them, but whatever the cause may be, it is

“strong evidence that the garments are seldom removed.

3. “In the case of the eyes . . . . It isa very sad thing

“to record that in *B' (fair schools) and *C’ (poor schools)
““only 1 per cent. of the children were provided with spectacles.
““In ‘A’ (good schools) 4 per ceni, had them. That is to say,
““ that in that school one in ten of the children requiring them

““ had spectacles; in the poorer schools only one in eighteen.

e fm

his is, I think, a very serious matter, as I am sure many
“of the children could not possibly read ordinary print, or
““ gven large writing on a blackboard, and how education is to

““ proceed on such terms I fail to see.

4, ‘¢ Starvation acting on a nervous temperament seems to

““ produce a sort of acute precocious cleverness. Ower and
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“over again, | noted such cases of children, without an ounce
“of superfluous flesh upon them, with skins harsh and rough,
“a pulse rapid and nerves ever on the strain, and yet with an
“expression of the most lively intelligence.  But it is the
“eager intelligence of the hunting animal, with every faculty
‘strained to the uttermost so as to miss no uppul'lunitﬁﬁ.'

“of obtaiming food. 1 fear it 1s from this class that the ranks

of F}i]h't'm'n‘ and sneak thieves come, and their cleverness is

‘not of any real intellectual value. On the other hand, with

“ehildren of 4 more lvinphatic temperament, starvation seems

&

"

to produce creatures much more hike automata. 1 do nof
“know how many children I examined among the poorer sort,

‘“who were In a sort of dreamy condition and would enly

respond to some very definite stimulus.  Theyv seemed to be

“in a condition of semi-torpor—unable {o concentrate their

“attention on anything, and taking no notice of their

b

surroundings if left alone.

““1 do not think I need say any more to show that the extent

of the degeneration revealed by this investigation has

reached a very alarming stage, and as this paper is written
“with the sole purpose of bringing the facts of the caze hefore
“yvour notice, I de not feel 1t incumbent on me to enter into

‘the complicated question of what the remedy should be.

" In conclusion, I would ask ¢ What is the use of educating

‘children whose bodies and minds are abselutely unable to

‘“‘ benefit by 1t?’

“In my opinion, the children must first be tanght how to

*hive, and helped to get food to enable them to do it.  Then,
when they have hodies fit to receive mental education, let
“them have it ; but the physical side must first be attended to,

“or you might as well throw the money expended in educating

“ them mto the sonp.’
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6. Shortly - atter this report was made the Education E:ﬂ]:.ﬂ'mn of
(Administrative Provisions) Act of 1907 was passed, which made Medical
compulsory the inauguration of schemes for medical inspection for TR
school children. By a gradual process of evolution the Liverpool
Sehool Medical Service has extended its :-al}ht"rv of activity, so that,
1'* fllf_" ]:']‘D"‘:'E"Lfr[ I]l'"ff'. ][ll"{l:i[':li iT]HI]‘{’['EilHI -',Ill‘_i 1,1'{,‘.:[:““[""'. i."i “‘ll-i:i.il“.i'llll'
for all school children in both the Public |':!HHDIIHI1':|.' and the
Higher Schools. The eves of the children are periodically
examined, and there i1s now no reason why any child’s education

should be handicapped by defective sight.  During this vear alone

the Education Commitiee provided neavly 5,000 children with

spectacles.  Special provision has also been made for those children

whose education on account of very bad sight cannot be safely
carried out by the ordinary class methods, to be taught in special
“ sight-saving classes.””  Seven Minor Ailments Clinies, at which
nearly 24,000 cases are treated annually, have been established for
the treatment of sore eves, running ears, ete., and in this connection
Dr. lLavsev, the Committee's Eyve Specialist, has drawn attention
to the great diminution in the number of serious cases of
inflammation of the eyes which have been brought to his notice
of recent vears. The work of the Tonsils and Adenoids Clinic has
been carried on for twelve vears, during which time nearly 11,000
cazes have been successfully operated upon. There are now four

Dental Clinies at which over 103,000 childven have, during fourteen

vears, been treated. A recent innovation has been the highly

successful treatment of discharging ears by means of Zince
[onisation. The treatment of Ringworm of the Scalp by means of
H-l{:i_‘l'ﬁ. has not 1'r|l]l".' t':JTtﬁidﬁI'uh]I\; reduced the irﬂr'f::d of absence from
school of such cases, bul has II1EL1I']'iL!“:'I.' reduced the neidence of
this disease. Lastly, the work of the School Nurses, both in the
schools and in advising the parvents by home visitation, has resulted
in immense benefit in inculeating the principles of hvgiene into the
homes of the children, and in raising the standard of cleanliness

amongst the children.

The accompanving chart shews graphically the results of the

nurses’ efforts to raise the standard of cleanliness, it shews the big
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decline in the number of children it has been necessary to exclude

from school on account of gross verminous conditions.

7. Those familiar with the gross cases of crippling which were
formerly found in the Schools for Physically Defective Children
cannot help being struck by the almost total absence of such cases
at the present time. In those davs totally incapacitated children
could be seen in these schools, receiving their education whilst
Iving recumbent on stretchers: to-dav not only are these cases
almost unknown, but it is not always an easy matter to find sufficient

crippled cases, of even slight degree, to keep these schools full.

S, A great deal of valuable work has been done in  the
amelioration of the malnourished, debilitated, and anaemic
children, of which there were such a large number in the early vears
of medical inspection.  The Child Welfare Association have for
many vears assisted the Department by providing exira nourish-
ment, tonics, and convalescent treatment for annually increasing
numbers of these children, and for the more severe cases the Educa-
tion Committee themselves have provided residential open-air
treatment at their own instifution at Woolton Vale, and have
reserved 30 beds at Torpenhow, and arrangements are already in
hand for the opening of itwo Day Open-Air Schools in the east and

south ends of the City,

9. The FEducation Committee, in the planning of their new
schoolz, have given very carveful thought to the important question
of efficient ventilation, and two vears ago built the * Florence
Melly ** Publie Elementary School on open-air principles, and the
accompanying photographs shew an exterior view of the classrooms
and the guadrangle and an interior view of one of the classrooms.
The building of another school on similar principles 1s under
consideration.

100 Special mention should also be made of the extensive and
beneficial work in mnproving the physique of the children carried
out under the supervision of the Committee’s Inspector of Physical

Traiming, the report of which appears as Appendix ** C.7
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11. The provision of meals for necessitous school children has
also countributed towards their general improvement. When the
Commitiee first made arrangements for free dinners i 1909 the
meals were supplied by the proprietors of & number of ** cocoa
rooms ' throughout the City, and by a social organisation having two
Centres.  These arrangements did not prove very satisfactory: the
meals were not good value for even the small sum paid. and at times
zerious complaints were received as to the quality. Moreover, it
was not always poessible to provide a separate room for the children
at the eating houses, and thev had very olten to take their meals
in company with the ordinary customers, and with no proper super-

vision or training.

To-day conditions arve very different. The raw materials are
supplied by contractors under such arrangements as to ensure that
the food is of good quality; the meals are, in the majority of
mstances, cooked i School Centres under the direct management
of the Committee, according to a Dietary preparved by the Medical
Officer, and are served at Centres supervised by Officials appointed
by the Education Committee, members of which pay frequent visits
fo the Centres.

Apart from the improvement in the quality of the dinners, the
present arrangements ensure that the children receive their meals
under conditions which aim also at training them in table manners
and discipline,

12. Omne of the Head Mistresses, who has had continuous Retrospect of
experience in the same school for over twenty vears, has kindly i‘..[.‘::ml:g:&
supplied the following record of her impressions of the conditions
in her school before and after the introduction of School Medieal

[nspection : —

LR

In writing an account of Life in a slun school twenty vears
““ago, one must make clear that there has always been a large
““section of striving parents who kept their childven elean and

“well fed; happily this minovity has now become a majority.
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“In former years, teaching in a slum school was repulsive

“to many because of the dirt and its accompanying results

"

“which were encountered on all sides.  Sorve eves, 1mpetigo,

Svermin of every deseription, and apparatus which was not fit

to touch after being handled by the children, were only a

“few of the diffieulties encountered by the teacher.  Any

-

personal contact with most of the children was distinetly

*unsafe, and this had its corresponding effect on methods of

“teachimg and on the I'q'ripl'm'u] feeling between teachers and

tanght, The childven’s elothes in winter varvied from one
garment only to numerous layvers of cotton material
which ineluded all the elothes possessed at the moment;
many were barefooted, and only those whose parents were
:"-ll.l:ll"'!' :1"!.[ Il{lll I'l"gui“l' l‘llll}]{!;\‘”]l'“l WwWers ;_'fi'\'ll"" H.lfﬁﬂ_’|l"‘1]i f['}l"].
to eat. Many hived in cellars, and rickets, squint, adenouds
and anaemia were obviously prevalent among these. The

only remedial measures that could be taken were that

‘generous School Managers supplied funds, out of these a

*visiting Queen Vietoria Nurse dressed the wounds of the

worst cases weekly, and teachers were enabled to provide

clothing, boots, hot drinks, and cocon-room tickets—these

“latter were a necessity, because if the parents were

““‘unemployed the family was without foed. Then came the

first medical inspection ; the occasion was not welecomed by

the majority of parentz, and doctors and teachers exchanged
e a o

mutual congratulations when any inspection period passed

"without outraged mothers strongly resenting advice given on

*the worst cases in their homes

health and cleanhiness.  Sanitary inspectresses followed up

these officers also frequently

“visited the schools, teachers were given legal permission to

“inspect children in the interests of cleanliness and, after

-

about eight wears, the whole atmosphere perceptibly
changed. This change was still more marked when the
Corporation opened Clinies, staffed with nurses and visiting

“doctors, for the daily treatment of minor ailments and

“dental cases, There is now no need for any child, whose
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“school is within walking distance of these Clinies, to suffer

“ from any of the disabilities detailed in this account.

13.  * The children of those described above are now attending
** this school. Perfection is not vet reached because, although
“the City is fackling these problems, unemployment, housing
“eomnditions and lack of accommodation for children under
“five years of age, are all drawbacks to the children’s health,
* Despite these drawbacks, the cleanliness of the majority of
““the children, the response of the parents to any request for
“improvement and the happy relationship between doctor,
“nurse, teacher, and parvents speaks volumes for the work
*done during the past twenty vears. A rola of twenty parents
““who distribute milk daily to the children, a daily average of
“forty handkerchiefs in a new admission class of fifty children
“and the fact that the school desks of the top section have
“had to be raised on two-inch blocks to accommodate the

“incereased size of the present-dayv children, are imdications

“which tend to show that health and cleanliness have

“* progressed almost unbelievably during the last two decades.”

14. An Ex-Head Master has also supplied the following observa-

tions :

“The henefits derived from the Medical Inspection of school
** ¢hildren are perhaps nowhere more apparent than in the
“* schools in the slum quarter of our City.  In the days before
** the doctor and the wisiting nurses entered the schools,
““ children often went through their school lite with phyvsical
““ defects unattended io. Adenoids, sore and weak eyes,

“running ears, and bent knees were common. Of course, even

“in those days, there were many parents thoughtful for the
** physical welfare of their children, but the majority, in this
““ quarter of the town, were either too poor or too careless to
““ gbtain medical advice, and as a consequence the children were
“*neglected and grew up physically unfit to receive education
“or to play their part properly in life. Little home attention
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“was given to lesser aillments.  Quite half our boys and a

“large proportion of our girls were barefooted, and broken

‘pieces of glass and rusty nails often wounded their feet. The
e

“writer has often seen older bovs carrving on their backs

*little chaps unable to walk because of festering sores on their

‘feet, The teachers in these cases dud thewr best. The sore

“feet were bathed, treated with ointment, and bhound with lint.
" The necessarvies for first awd, T may here mention, were not
‘supplied as now by the Education Committee, but by the
‘“Aeachers themselves. Occasionally, we had a visit from one
“of the nurses of the (Jueen Vietoria Nursing Association, bui
“this attention to the children’s small aillments was an
“important part of a slum teacher’s work and was willingly

Cperformed, The establishment of the Minor Ailments
1

*Clinies has altered this for the better, and suftfering little

Yones can now receive daily systematic treatment by skilled

CIMUTses,

“ Then, too, in those days poverty was often associated with

“dirt and vermin. The older teachers will wividly recall

““oeeastons when a boy has held up his hand to say ** Please,

*sir, there's something crawling on Billvy Jones's coat.” The
“only remedy then was for Jones to leave the room and go into
‘the school-vard to clear his coat.  Such cases are now almost
“u thing of the past. The regular visits of the school nurse,
“the periodical and thorough examination of every child as
‘regavds eleanliness, eclothing and general care, combined
“with the visits to the homes, has effected a salutary change

*for the hetter.

“ During the vears that medical inspection has obtained in

“our schools, the attitude of the parvents has altered. At first,
“many of the parents viewed it with suspicion and were
“especially inelined to resent the nurse’s inspection for
“eleanliness.  Of course, no mother likes to be told that the

fehild is dirty, and a gicl feels it very keenly when it is found
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“necessary to send her to the cleansing station. But generally

‘speaking, the parents and the children themselves are now
*looking upon the svstem with favour. Fathers and mothers
““ have been led to understand that a child’s physical fitness
“1s its best asset in life, and even the children themselves
* know that it is better and ]Jlr:;u:-t.'_l_nt:*t' to be clean and healthy,

and to have clean and healthy companions.

17. ** When the writer looks back on his twenty vears’ work
“among the poorer children of our great City he sees much
“*to give hope and encouragement. Manv ecauses have

“combined,  Fducation has given a better and wider outlook,

-
"

and people are more fitted for the doing of their work and
* the enjovment of their leisure. Sobriety has become the rule
*rather than the exception, and the children of our slums are
" better clothed and fed, and their lives are generally happier.
* But among the morve potent causes which have contributed
“to the betterment of cluld life must be placed the excellent
“work of the doctors im the school and the untiring efforts of
* the school nurses,”

18. The accompanying photographs shew a group of children
taken twenty years ago, and for the purposes of comparison another
group taken recently at the same school shewing the preat general

improvement in the appearance and care of the children.

19. There has been a new and interesting development in the Farm
work of the Juvenile Emplovment Committee during the vear 1925, H&M
in the inauguration of a scheme for providing practical instruection
i farming to boys who are desirous of migrating to the Dominions
overseas. A [Hostel has been erected at the Carr Hall Farm,
Burscough, by arrangement with the Health Committee, to whom
the farm belongs, and accommodation is provided for the reception
and tramming of 40 hovs at a time. The course of training lasis
about three months, and during that time the hoys are taught the
elements of farming, proceeding each dav to neighbouring farms
where they are instructed and supervised in their work by the
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farmers themselves.  The evenings are devoied to instruction in
woodwork, cobbling, clothes-mending, fivst aid, ete.  Leectures are
also arranged, and there are ample facihities for reereation and
sport. The object of the scheme i1s to test boys as to their
suitability for agricaltural work and to make them fit for life in
ithe Dominions.  The School Medieal Officers render the Juvenile
Employment Committee every assistance in the interviewing of
bovs who apply for tramming under the scheme, and in advising
upon the suitability of the applicants before they are submitted to
the Dominion Governments’ representatives for interview  and
medical exammation. The Hostel was opened in September, 1928,
and by the end of December, the first five bovs who had completed
thewr tramimg had been sent to Canada, while other boys will be
ready for migration early in the new year. There is every prospect
that the scheme will prove successful, and that many boys who are
unable to obtain satisfactory emplovment in this country will take
advantage of the opportunity of tramming for a new career in either
(fanada or Ausirahia,

2. The number of School Medical Officers in the Service
remained the same as in the previous vear, The Committee, how-
ever, approved of the appointment of an additional Medical Officer
i view of the work having fallen into arrears, which appointment,
however, was still awaiting the sanction of the Staffs (Special)
Commitiee at the end of the year. There were two changes in the
personnel, Dr. Gubbins and Dr. Woodeson being appointed to
replace Dr. Mackenzie and Dr. Donnelly, who had resigned. No
changes were made 1n the dental or nursing arrangemenis.

21, Sir George Newman, in his Annual Reports, gives a table
shewing the estimated incidence of certain defects per 1,000 children
in average attendance af ||L|]|]i{- rlumeuhll‘}' schools t]ll‘ullg"mllt the
country, and the following table shews the actual incidence amongst
Liverpool school children compared with this estimated figure for
the whole country.
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Table 1.
Blind, Deaf, Defective, and Epileptic Children,
Incidence of Defect.

st ted
= Incickene Incidence per
Iypne. per Lot children
| MM} children| in Liverpool
(B. of B.). [December, 1928

—_— e e—

BLinn :—
Totally -4 -4
Partially ... : 1+0 . 1+G
DEAF:— !
Tosdlhy . e IR e 0| 141
Partially ... 3 | 0.4

MesTALLY DEFECTIVE :—

i
Cases not notifialile S0 } #ehi
EriLEPTICS—Severe ... G ‘ )3
PuysicaLLy DEFECTIVE :— {|
(2} Active Tubereulosis i
Pulmenary and glandular (infections) .. 0 l 01
Pulmonary and glandular (non-infeetions ) -5 | o)
Non-pulmonary 1-5 146
(&) Drelicate ... ot 155 1]
T ey O ot ) AR (I [
Average attendance at Public Elementary Schools, December, 1928 0 118,444

22 In Table 1T of the Statistics al the end of this Report, :f Partially Deaf
3 - T o * i : : Children
will be noticed that there were 107 children suffering from deafness,
which, though not sufficiently severe to warrant their admission fo
the School for the Deaf, was of sufficient degree to impose a distined
handicap on their education in the ovdinary Public Elementary

Schools,
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The education of such children i1s carried out under constant
mental and auditory strain, which soon fatigues them and results
in their not keeping up with the others in thewr classes. A short
course in lip reading would bhe of great assistance to these
children as, by such means, their defective hearing would be
supplemented.

23, The scheme for the adaptation of the premises purchased in
Garston, i 1925, for use as a Minor Atlments Clinie, Defective
Vision Clinie, Dental Clinie, Cleansing Centre, and also as Ante-
Natal and Infant Welfare Clinies, was again deferved on the
srounds of economy. It is expected that this scheme will be

proceeded with in the coming vear.

24, Under the arrangements made with the Health Commitiee
i 1927, for the treatment of pre-school children suffering from
squint or otorrhea, whose parents are unable to afford private
treatment, 36 cases of squint and 4 cases of otorrhea were treated

during the vear under the Iducation Committee’s scheme,

This 1s a most valuable and progressive step, for, as has been
pointed out in previous Annual Reports, the School Mediecal Officers,
when examining children after admission to school, frequently
discovered cases of squint in which the sight in the affected eve
had almost irveparably been lost through the delav in securing

treatment,

2. During the wvear, the following seven new schools were
opened, viz., St. Cuthbert's R.C., Pinehurst Avenue Council, Notre
Dame R.C. Central, Ranworth Square Counecil, Monksdown Road
Council, Leamington Road Council, and Broad Square Council,
St Swithin's RO and the Dog and Gun CLE. Schools were taken
over from the Lancashire County Council. Only one school was

cloged, viz., Island Road Council.

The average number of children on the rolls for the vear was

134,899 and the average attendance 120,132, or 801 per cent.
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26.  The School Medieal Ofhicers have during the vear carried out
at the schools and Iuspection Clinies 120,027 examinations relating

to approximately 84,000 school children, as shewn in detail

helow :—
Public Elementary Schools,
IRloutine examinations ... ... 445756
Special examinations ... e 12,428
Re-mspections ... i A . 48,536
Total number of inspections ... o 105,539
Number of mdividual children inspected ... 76,462
Higher Schools.
Routine examinations .. 6,457
Special examinations .. 447
Re-inspections ... 6,266
Total number of inspections ... 13,160
Number of individual children inspected ... 7,902
Special Schools.
Routine examinations ... H35
Special examinations ... S0
Re-inspections ... 7143
Total number of inspections ... 1,328

The Medical Officer is indebted io the Director of Kducation for
information which he has kindly supplied with regard to certain
sections of this Neport relating in particular to the work in
connection with the Special Schools, Provision of Meals, and
Juvenile Employment.

The official statistical 1ables required by the Board will be found

in the Appendix commencing on page 70.

NUTRITION, etc.

27.  The steady improvement in nuirition and general health of
the school children and the diminution and severity of certain

diseases, particularly those due to neglect, along with the factors
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conducing to these results, have been fully dealt with in previous

[eports.

There are still, however, a large number of children suffering

from malnutrition and debility,

Many of these debilitated children have been benefited con-
siderably by the provision of extra nourishment, tonics, or
freatment in convalescent homes, and 2,269 references were made
to the Child Welfare Association during ihe wvear for their
assistance in these directions. The great value of milk from the
standpoint of nutrition 15 becoming wore and more appreciated,
and in several of the schools the teachers have made arrangements
whereby  children can obtain milk or malied milk during the
morning sessions at cost price. One Head Teacher has kindly
supplied mformation with regard to a scheme which she has
imtroduced with success at her sehool.  Every morning, during
plav-time, some 120 girls are given one-thivd of a pint of milk
each, which is supplied in bottles, the stoppers of which are made
of cardboard and capable of being perforated in the centre by the
straws provided and through which the milk can be drunk, thus
obviating the need of cups. The children payv for the week’s
supply of milk on the Monday mornings.  The children have heen
weighed every month, and with four exceptions gained con-
stderably in weight, five having gammed between 7 and 9 Ihs,, and
one as much as 12 1bs., in less than six months, In addition to
this milk scheme several of the givls have been given cod liver oil
and malt during the afternoon sessions.  Some children, however,
require more prolonged treatment in residential open-air schools,
amd the Commitiee have now available approximately 100 beds: for

sueh cases,

25, Durving the vear 56 children were admitied io the Residential
Open-Air School ** Torpenhow,” at Frankby. Although the usual
period of residence 1s six months, i the case of 11 children this
period was extended to nine months, and in one instance to twelve
months. Whilst in residence at the school as much time as possible

is spent out of doors, the playing field adjoining being used for
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recreation purposes.  With the consent of the parents the bhovs
and girls are enrolled soon after admission as Bov Scouts or Girl
(ruides, respectively, the instruction given at the meetings of
these two organisations proving very helpful, and encouraging
“esprit de corps’’ amongst the children, and it was found that
two-thirds of the children subsequently joined their local guide or
scout companies.  With the object of impressing upon the children
the importance of looking after their health on leaving the school,
special lessons are given in personal and general hvgiene, the
reasons for living an open air life being emphasised. Small prizes
are given to the children at mtervals in orvder to stimulate inferest
im personal hyveiene.  On aliernate mornings, hefore hreakfast, the
children have shower baths, which, although not always appreciated
at first, are soon looked forward to with muech pleasure. Each
child 15 tanght the correct use of the toothbrush, Omn discharge
they are presented with enamelled hadges with the ohject of
reminding them of the rules of health which they have learnt
during their stay at the school, and they are urged to continue to
carry out these rules after their return home. After leaving, the
children are periodically examined at the Fdueation Office by one
of the Medical Officers.  As a rvesult of these after-care examina-
tions, it was found that some of the children had not fully
maintained the improvement recorded on their discharge:; in view
of this fact the period of residence for six months, which at the
opening of the school was provisionally regarded as the maximum,
was extended in a larger number of instances than in the

previous vear.

Other cases of debility from hoth the Public Elementary and the
Special Schools were admitted to the Commitiee’s residential school
at Woolton Vale.

29. Reference was made in previous Annual Reports to the
desirability of providing Day Open-Air School accommodation, and
during the vear the Committee decided to adapt for this purpose
two large residences belonging to the Committee, one, known as
Eddisbury Lodge, being situated in the West Derby neighbour-
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hood, and the other, Underlea, off Aieburih Road, at the south end
of the City.

PROVISION OF MEALS.

3. Under Sections 52-85 of the Education Aet, 1921, free
dinners have been provided for necessitous school children on week-
days during term time and school holidavs.  The meals are cooked

and served at certain centres as shewn helow.

COOKING CENTRES. DINING CENTRES.

Addlson Street Day Industrial School. Addison Street Day Industrial School.

Queensland Street  Senior Special

Queensland Street Senior Special School.

School.
Whitefield Road Special School.
Whitefleld Road Speelal School. Dingle Lane Special School.
Dingle Lane Special School. ' Northumberland Street (former) Day
Walton Road (former) Day Indusirial Industrial School.
School. Chalmers Hall, Wesiminster Road.

St. Titus* Hall, Portland Street.

St. Thomas's (old) School, Upper
Frederick Street.

“Caledonian ** (old) School, Oldham
Sireat,

St. Aidan's Hall, Commercial Road.

“Major Lester,”” Council School,
Sherlock Street.

Heyworth Street Couneil School.

Stanley Congregational Church, Green
Lane.

Northumberland Street (former) Day
Industrial School.

31, A wmew dining centre was opened on the 13th August,
when the schools re-assembled after the midsummer vaeation, ai
the Stanley Congregational Church, Green Lane, to replace
a centre at one of the local caterers’ establishments. The new
premises, suitably equipped by the Committee, provide adeguate
accommodation for the mereased number of necessitous school
children in the Old Swan Area, and there is the additional
advantage of the food being supplied according to the Commitiee’s
dietary secale. The Sub-Committee are contemplating the

establishment of Dining Centres in the new housing areas.
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There are also six loeal ecaterers in the outskirts who
provide meals for small groups of children, who, owing to distance,
cannot attend the Committee’s main dining centre.

32, No charge is made to the parents, but meals are not granted
if it is considered that the pavents are in a position to provide meals
at home. In cases found to be receiving Poor Law Relief, provided
that such relief is not supplemental to Unemplovment Insurance
Benefit, the Guardians are notified, and if they report that the
relief granted is adequate, meal coupons are refused,

33.  Before any prolonged holiday, the Head Teachers are
requested to submit lists of children who, in their opinion, would
require meals during the vacation, and the Committee have
arranged for dinners to be supplied to these children. During the
vacations, the numbers were about G0 per cent. of the average

during school terms,

There ave 121 schools out of a total of 180 elementary schools in

the City in which free meal coupons are being issued o necessitous

school children.

The Dining Centres were open on 310 dayvs during the year,
and the total number of meals supplied was 574,745, the daily

average number of children who received meals heing 1,854 or 42

more than the average for 1927.

The weekly number of meals provided varied during the vear;
the lowest being 6.025 in August, the highest, 13,175 in December.

DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.

34.  The following Table shews the work carried out under the
Dental Scheme during the vear for the children attending the
Public Elementary Schools, together with the corresponding figures

for the previous two years.
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1926. | 1927 1928,

Mumber of children examined in School {4,598 65,111 ti4,002
Mumber of children requiring treatment 47,197 47 598 47,645

(73079, (73°7%) (74:3%)
Number of oases accepting treatment 14,647 | 15,474 14 ,ﬂfh_lﬂl_

under the Dental Scheme (319%) | (320) (31-597)

Number of cases treated ... 14,730 13,780 15,217
Number of Schools visited it Y] 100 10

[1 will be ohserved that there is an increase of over 1,400 in the
number of children treated, as compared with the previous vear.
This was possible owing to the fact that the whole-time stall of
Officers has, for the first time, been available for the whole vear,
the replacement of five part-time Dentists by three whole-time

Officers having taken place in 1927,

S5, The same number of Public Elementary Schools, viz., 100, as
in the previous two vears, have been hrought under treatment. The
need for dental treatment in the Garston and Woolton Area, whieh
wias stressed in the last report, still remains urgent. Treatmeni

15 also wrgently needed in the new housing area at Norvis Green:

moreover, many of the children attending the new schools in this
area had been receiving regular treatment at their old schools, hut
are now deprived of the benefit of regular Clinie treatment. An
addition to the Staff of Dental Ofticers 15 hoped for in 1929, and
as soon as an additional Officer becomes available it is proposed to

'[”'H"l.'l-{ll‘ "I'l‘;llll'l!"'l'hl |'-l'h'|' thi_‘.‘-i(" ‘-iq‘.l'lllll:}l‘-'u,

GG, The proportion of parents :H'I‘Piﬂiﬂg' treatment still remains

at a verv low figure, being less than three-fifths that of the accept-

ances for the whole country., This neglect on the part of the parents

appears to be due, in the main, to two canses; firstly, the very wide-
spread belief on the part of parents that a tooth that does not ache
needs no treatment. and, secondly, there is, not infrequently,
the difficulty expervienced by many parvents in some districts of

providing the sixpence chareged by the Committee for treatment.
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47, Tt is not an uncommon thing for the Dentists to he informed
that the reason for the delay in hringing a child for treatment, which
has resulted in the loss of valuable teeth, has heen due solely
to mability to pay the small fee of sixpence charged by the
Committee. The l’|1ll":-ii'in!] as to whether .-q'.i'vp:-'. .~c||n||]|[ not be taken
to provide free treatment on a larger seale than ohiains at present

15 worth consideration by the Committee.

38.  There is, unfortunately, still a widespread misconception of g:?je&t!nftha
the n]l_it‘(‘lﬁ for which School Dental Clinies were introduced. Their Scheme
ohject is the preservation of teeth, and not their extraction
for the relief of toothache., The Schonl Dental Service was
mmstituted primarily as a preventive measure in order to ensure,
by o system of regular inspection and treatment, that ehildren shall
leave school with sound dentitions and healthy months,  Toothache
is by no means, as is far too commonly thought, the first manifesta-
tion that the teeth require attention : unfortunately in the majority
of instances it indicates that preventive ireatment has by this time
hecome impossible, and that the only practical remedy is extraction
of the teeth. A careful inspection of the teeth of the children in
those schools for which treatment is at present available 15 carried
out every vear, and decay 15, therefore, detecied and treatment
offered before irreparable damage has ocenrred.,

Execessive
Extraction

every vear is an indication of the lack of suceess of ithe preventive Rate

49.  The large number of permanent teeth which are extracted

dental scheme, owing to the failure of pavents to present their
children regularly for treatment. Although shewing a shight decline
from the figures previously quoted in this connection, the number of
extractions of permanent teeth vepresents the very high proportion
of 37 teeth for every 100 children treated. This figure compares
most unfavourably with that of 25 for every 100 children treated,
the figure guoted for the country as a whole. In one Borough,
which has had a complete dental scheme n operation for many
vears, and which has an unusually high proportion of acceptances,
it was found necessarv in 1927 to extract less than 10 permanent
teeth for every 100 childrven treated.
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4, Such propaganda among the parents and children as is possible
with the present stafl is being carvied out with satisfactory results,
but if the scheme is to achieve the objects for which it was intended,
much more educational work is still necessary before parents as a
whole can be ol 1o :|||||I'{‘|'iu1|- that the treatment of children’s
teeth should be undertaken on the advice of the Dentist, consequent
npon the regular dental inspection, and not solely when toothache

compels the necessitv of treatment,

41, The fact that refusal to take advantage of the dental treat-
ment when it is offered is largely due to ignorance on the part of the
parents as to the necessity for so doing, is well shewn by the
experience of one school which has lately been brought into the
Dental Scheme.  In the Bovs™ Department a personal letter was
sent to every parent concerned by the Head Teacher. This letter
emphasized the fact that the Committee’s Dental treatment 1s
carried out by experienced Dental Surgeons and 1s entirely painless.
In pointing out the evils that are caused by neglect of the teeth
the letter concluded with this sentence, ** Do not let it be said that
I am more anxious for the welfare of your boy than vou are
vourself.”  The acceptances in this department were 87 per cent,

of the numhber referred for treatment.

Thai the work carrvied out at these Clinics is appreciated is
evidenced by the fact that a larger and increasing number
of requests for treatment are being made by parents on behalf of
children under the age for inclusion in the Dental Scheme, owing
to their satisfaction with the results of the regular treatment of
their older children,

One of the School Dental Officers 1s on duty at the office each
day after school hours in order to see and give advice with regard

to all casual applications for treatment.
UNCLEANLINESS.

42, At the rouline examinations 16°3 per cent. of the girls and 5°1
per cent. of the boys were found by the Health Visitors to have

verminous heads, whilst the bodies and clothing were infected in 062
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per cent. of the boys and 031 per cent. of the girls. "These figures
shew a slight all-vound improvement on thosze recorded for the pre-
vious vear. During the twelve months under consideration the Health

Visitors made altogether 187,353 examinations re cleanliness, and in

10,055 instances the children were found to be verminous or very dirty.

43.  The uvsual procedure adopted in such cases is to send to the
parent a printed notice drawing attention to the condition, and giving
instructions as to the proper method of remedying the condition. 1f
this intimation 15 not complied with, a further notice i1s sent drawing
attention to the parents’ legal obligation to cleanse their children, and
in many instances visits are also paid to the homes, when, if there do
not appear to be the requisile facilities for cleansing, the TTealth
Visitors recommend the parents to take the children to the nearest of
the three ecleansing stations. In 629 instances, however, these sleps
proved ineffective, and it was found necessary Lo pul Seclion 460 of
the Liverpool Corporation Act, 1921, into operation, slatutory notices
being served in these cases, This Section, which is similar to but less
cumbersome to work than Section 87 of the Education Aet of 1921,
requires the parents properly to cleanse their children within 24

hours after the receipt of the statutory notice.

[} " 1 . . . # . .
OF the 629 children in question, the parvents complied -with Lhis
notice in 607 islances, the remaining 22 children being compulsorily

cleansed by the stalf.

44.  Legal proceedings were taken under Lhe Secltion against the
parents in respect of 17 of the children who had been compulsorily

cleansed, with the following result : —

Fines varving from 10s. to 2s. 6d. ... i cases.
Bound over - I
Discharged with a eaution e
Withdrawn (after adjournment) 1 case.

45. The three cleansing stations were well utilised throughout the
vear, 11,620 attendances having been made at Beacon Street, 3,800 al

Manstield Street, and 3,585 al Swmithdown Lane:; whilst during the

Legal
Proceedings,

Cleansing
Stations,
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. = L [ [ (o]
winter months, by arrangement with the Baths Committee, 13,523
altendances were made by school children at the various publie shpper
and sprav bhaths. OF the 19,095 attendances at the cleansing

statiomns, 4.736 were on acocunt of verminous conditions.

DISEASES OF THE EAR.

4G, Al the routine examinations, 168 per cent. of the children
were found to be saffering from inflammation of the mddle ear
{otitis media).  From this it is estimated that there are approxi-
mately 2,280 school children in the eity suffering from this
affection. This condition 15 responsible for a large number of the
attendances at the Minor Ailments Clinies, some 400 or 500

cases heing in constant attendance.

47. 'The electrical treatment for suppurative otitis media by means
of zine ionisation has been continued by Dr. . PP, M. Clarke, one
ol the Assistant School Medical Officers, and a report on the highly
successful treatment of his cases appears at the end of this section

under the heading of ** Zine lonisation.””

The following table shews in detail the c¢lassification of the
cases deall with at the Auweal Chlinie and the nature of the work

undertaken :

Table 2.

Number of childven examined ... ... D98

("hronie Suppurative Otitis Media ¢

Active: One ear ... ... 948) =
Botl T
i Both ears e 1135} | 491
Quiescent ... |
Dealness e 48
Other ear conditions 3

Nasal conditions ... 14
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Treatment.

Individual

Children.
Zine oms=ation (489 ears) R
Referred to Minor Ailments Clinie SEE ] -
Referrved for Home treatment ... I
Referred to ”l.:ﬁ[}iiul i
Treated by Nasal diastolisation ... [
Treated by Politzer treatment ... i
Granulations removed . 14
Wax, debris, ete., removed ... !
Polypi removed ... 3
Referred for Tonsils and Adenowds removal ... |4
No dreatment advised ivi AR

® Avtended in some eases on 12 or morve oecasions for treatment.

Zinc lonisation.

48. 'The Zine lomisalion method for the treatment of chronmie
otorrhea, commenced at the old North Corporation School at the
end of 1925, has been continued. The treatment 1s now carried out on
four sessions a week., During 19206 and 1927 it was possible also to
treat a certuin number of otorrheea cases at the North Dispensary
during the Aural sessions, regularly held once a week, but, unfortu-
nately, owing to the very large number of urgent tousils and
adenoids cases on the waiting list this Clinie had to be discontinued

to allow for additional tonsils and adenoids sessions.

49, From experience of the results obtamed by zine 1onisation m
the treatment of suitable cases over the last three yvears and the
consistently high percentage of ** cures *’ obtained, it can now be
definitelv stated that this new method of treatment is no longer in
the (‘!'-:Iu,-l'illu'l'llatl stare, but 1s o definite advance on the older
routine methods.,  The large number of cases of chronie * running
ears —many of several vears’ duration—-previously treated by
regular ** syringing and drops,” being vapidly ** cured ' by one or

two applications of zinc jonisation, and in the vast majority the
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cure being permanent. can leave no doubt as {o the great value of
electrolvtic medication over the routine (antiseptic) methods in the
treatment of sepsis of the middle ear. By the successtul applica-
tion of zine jonisation, the treatment of chronic suppurative otitis
media is being stripped of much of its former hopelessness, and 1s
being placed on o sound scientific and successful basis.

A0, During Lhe year, 489 new cases have been breated. OF these,

[

410 = 34 per cent., have been ** cured.”

It is important fo state here, in explanation of this very
satisfactory percentage of successful results, that the plan adopied
From the outset of eliminating unsuitable cases, has heen continued.
This is tmportant, fivstly, to prevent wasling time and energy on
cases which cannot benefit by the treatment, and secondly, to enable
the maximum number of cases that can be ** cured ™ to be treated
in the time available.

1. The following types of cases are unsuitable or unlikely to
benefit by zine ionisation :—

(1) Extensive disease of the mastoid bone;

(<) Old post-operative cases of mastoiditis where there is
present much granulation tissue;

(‘i) Cases of cholesteatomata;

(4) Cases of bone destruction, as evidenced by large masses
of granulations and polypi;

(7) Marked stenosis of the auditory canal.

The early diagnosis of these cases, referved to the Climie for
ionisation, is important to prevent waste of time of the patient and
Clinic.

52, It iz well to emphasisze here that another of the greai
advantages of zine ionisation is its help in diagnosis, the effect of
the zine coagulation being to reduce the turgescence or chronic
thickening often present in the tissues and to enable the causative
factor of the lesion to be clearly seen. When there is any doubt
as to the nature of the condition present, one or two applications of

tonisation will rapidly clear up the diagnosis,
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25, Another important point in the suecessful treatment of many
cases of chronie otorrhea by zine wonmsation 15 the recognition ol
the presence of simple ** attic sepsis ™ along with tympanic sepsis,
It has frequently heen found that after two or three applications
of 1onisation the discharge persists,  When the attic cavity has
then Dbeen washed out amd lonised dirvectly, the discharee has

ceased.

o During 1928, 24 cases of running ears which had failed {o
respond to 1onisation treatment were referved for mastoid operation.
Twelve of these cases were operated upon by Mr., Courtenay Yorke
at the Stanley lHospital, and were subsequently freated by zine
wnisation within a week after the operation and had from four to
eight applications of ionisation as the sole after-treatment. Eleven
out of the twelve were perfectly dry within six weeks, and one only
had a shight intermittent discharge and attended oceasionally for

further zine ionisation.

This is a great advance on the usual after-treatment of mastoids,

many of which continue to discharge, more or less, for yvears.

From the number of cases of chronie otorrhea examined it is
estimated that about 20 per cent. of all cases require the radical
mastoid operation owing to the presence of diseased bone, without
which operation they simply drift on indefinitely,

It is safe to assume that if more facilities were available for such
operative treatment in the necessary cases, the combined value of
operation and zine ionisation would give every case of otorrhea an

almost certain chance of successful cure.

55. The most frequent complication of chronic otorrhwea in
children is rhinitis, It is more common amongst the poorer and
younger children. This is too often overlooked, and if left unireated
destroys the chance of success. The careful use of diastolisation

in these cases has been found of considerable value.

During the vear the cases discharged as cured have been followed
up as far as possible at the periodical school inspections, and the
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number of cases of recurrence of the |I[r-'1'|mlg:|! have been remark-

ably few.

Table 3.

Return of  Discharging Ears” treated by Zinc lonisation

{Friel’s Classilication),

Left Referrad Stall
Imi-  Bchool for under
Causes of Suppuration. Total, Cuared, l]l’l_!ll't'il, o1 lost obher Treatment
gightof treatment.on 31.12.28

i S — e e B e . | E——  —

CHRONIC SUPPURATIVE OTITIS MEDIA.
I.  Tympanic conditions solely :—

(a) Tympanic Sepsis . i ks 2000) 247 = i = i
{b) Tym. Sep. + Granulations ... S | &l 4 2 o
(&) do, —I— Polypi 12 T 2 — 1 2
{d) do. < Caries . i 16 8 4 1 3 -
(e) do. - Lhr":»ll:a.t{-atnmn o 4 —_ —_ 1 3 —
1. Tympanic conditions combined with :-
{a) Tonsils and Adenoids M [ 16 — 3 2 [
(b) Wasal Conditions 6o 48 2 b 1 i 4
[1I. Tympanic conditions eumbmau:l mth — .
{a) Attic Diseasc 10 T - 1 | 2
(b) Mastoid Disease:
iy Previons Operation 12 12 — e
(2] Wo Operation ... 12 12
IV. Tympanic conditions combined with :
{a} External Otitis T G I -
(L) Stricture of Meatus ... 0 4 3 1 1
V. External Oiitis 1 4 — -
ToraLs ... .| 480 | 410 12 22 24 ; 21

L. [dF
v A

chronie case,”’

tirlll.

Notes on Some Special Cases.

aged 14, Deseribed at Hospital

[

Left ear dih':-hul'ging since infaney.

a very bad,

and advised to have a radical mastoid opera-

Attending the

Minor Adlments Clinie or Hospital off and on since admission

Ly h[';ll’ll._'ll.

of her school life,

Diagnosis: Chronie Tympanic Sepsis

Received one application of zine ionisation.

Absent or excluded from school for over half

Aitic Ht-p.-:in.

The ear has
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been perfectly ** dry " since (12 months), with remarkable
mnprovement in hearing.

2. F.C., aged 15. DP'rofuse foul discharge both ears since three
vears old.,  Sent to Special Deaf School on account of her

hearing.  Attended several Hospitals and had *° drops,”
but the discharge continued.  Small granulations were
present. Both ears received two applications each

(R. Attie), after the second of which they dried and have
remained dry  sinee (10 months).  The hearing also

improved.

D.B., aged 8. Profuse discharge from right ear since

%
Ll

infancy. Had heen out of school several times on account

of the fonl smelling discharge. Had tonsils removed—no
improvement. Heceived one application of zine ionisation,
since which there lins been no further discharge. There
has also been a remarkable improvemeni in hearing., The

ear has now been dryv for 10 months without recurrence.

TONSILS AND ADENOIDS.

a6,  T'he number of children found at the routine examinations to
require treatment for these defects was 845 (i.e., 1'8 per ceni.), a
slightly higher number than was noted during the four previous years.
In addition, 606 children requiring treatment for these defects were

seen as special cases.

In 437 instances, children who were found with moderately enlarged
tonsils and adenoids were referred to Mr. Yorke, the Committee’s
Surgeon, for his opinion, and he recommended operation in 592 per
cent. of these cases.

57. In the Annual 1{¢|,{,,-t, for 1923. it was mentioned thﬂtE:l':;I]':‘H”m

Mr. Courtenav Yorke, the Committee’s Surgeon, considered that greal
care and diserimination should be exercised in the selection of cases
for operation, since many of the symptoms usually associated with
enlarged tonsils and adenoids are not infrequently found to be due io
other causes, in particular, chronic nasal catarrh. "I'mis unhealthy
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condition of the mucous membrane of the nose is common amongst
Lhe children of the poor, and is associated with lowered witality
resulting from inadequate food and clothing and from living in

overcrowded and badly ventilated homes.

38, Chronie nasal eatarrh is often unaccompanied by adenoids or
hypertrophy of the tonsils, but even if some shght overgrowth of these
Iymphatic tissues be present, the enlargement is probably secondary
to the nasal catarrh, and operation, under such circumstances, would
he of no valne. Experience at the Clinic shews that mouth breathing
and deafness are quite as frequently due to chronie nasal catarrh

unaccompanied by adenoids as lo the presence of adenoids.

39,  Before an operation al the Clinie for enlarged tlonsils or
adenoids 1s decided upon, the parenis are interviewed by the Surgeon
and a careful investigation 1s made into the symploms complained of
and the general health of the child. The routine haphazard seraping
of the naso-pharynx after the removal of lonsils is very strongly
deprecated at the Clime, both on account of the immediate danger of
middle ear suppuration and the more remote danger of chronie

naso-pharyngitis from mmpaired function of the mucous membrane.

(0.  The Clinic was opened on 103 occasions, and, although only
12 beds were available, an average of 117 cases were treated per
session.  T'he total number of elementary school cases treated was
1,170.  The operations were as follows :—

Tonsils only i
Adenoids only ... 102
Tonsils and Adenoids ... 341

Total ... R e ]

61. The anmsthetic used in every case was nitrous oxide gas, which
has been employed exclusively since the inception of the Clinic twelve

years ago, with complete satisfaction.

62,  In about 85 per cent. of the cases hemorrhage oceurred after

operation, and it was found necessary to apply the tonsil clamp, which
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was effective in every instance, though sometimes it was necessary to
leave it on for several hours, and occasionally to re-apply it. These
cases were subsequently followed up at the homes, 376 visits being paid

during the year for this purpose.

In seven cases in which the tonsils had been removed, hemorrhage
oceurred some days after discharge from the Clinie, lwo of these cases
being admitted to hospital, one treated at home by the family doctor,
and four kept under observation. In addition, five children were
retained for one further night at the Clinic on account of poor general
condition.

STAMMERINCG.

63. At the routine medical examinations 212 children suffering from
this defect were discovered, in two-thirds of the cases the defect being
of moderate or severe degree; in addition to this number, 96 childven

were also presented as special cases for examimation by the doctors.

64. "The incidence of cases of stammerers discovered at the routine
examination was:—Fntrants 018 per cent., Intermediates (50

per cent., Leavers 0’86 per cenl.

65. 'The classes for stammerers, opened in 1927, are held at the old
North Corporation School, Bevington Bush, the total number on the
roll being 80, each class being limited to 10 in number, and the
children are required to attend for one hour on two occasions per
week. Since the opening, 191 children have been under treatment;
73 of these have been discharged as cured, 22 others who had shewn
marked improvement had, unfortunately, to leave on attaining the
school-leaving agze, 24 others had to be discharged either for irregular
attendance or on account of the parents not wishing for further

treatment.

66. Before admission to the class, the children are examined by one
of the School Medical Officers, and the parents are advised as to the
remedy of any physical defects present, and again before discharge
from the class they are re-examined by the Medical Officer, on whose

recommendation they are permitted to leave the elass. The duration
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of treatment necessary varies considerably, as it depends upon
numerous [actors, such as the child’s intellizence and interest,
parental co-operation, ete., but generally speaking, treatment s

advisable for a |wl'i-::t| of aboul six months.

G7. It is hard to believe that any parents would refuse the facilities

offered by the Comnmttee for the cure of their stammering children,

vel such refusals are nol infrequently encountered. In zome instances

the parents consented to allow their childven to attend merely ** T'o

please the doctor. A

65.  On admission to the elass, the parenls are given printed adviee
imforming them how they ean co-operate by home treatment, and the
children are given mstructions which involve half-an-hour’s  daily
practice ab home, bul in a large number of instances Lhese instructions

are nol carried out.

GY.  The general trealment al the classes consists of relaxation and
breathing exercises, reading, reciting, -rf-vmrril:inf_:" nbjm_'lﬂ, and acting
short plays, certain words of which have to be made up by the children
as they act; this exercise is particularly useful for developing
spontaneous speech, as children who have learnt to go through their
class exercises without hesitation frequently still find difficulty in
carrying on any ordinary  conversation without stammering.
Recently handwork has been introduced into the currienlum primarily
for the teaching of co-ordination of movement and for developing in

the children that confidence in which they are generally lacking.

The teacher of the class reports that in the case of certain children

in the classes who suffered from defective evesight, the stammer was

undoubtedly worse when they did nol wear their glasses.

DEFECTIVE VISION.

70. The number of children with defective vision, including squint,
found al the routine examinations of the intermediates and leavers was
2,275 (19°0 per cent.). 48 per cenl. of these cases were already under

observation for the defect, the majority having been supplied with
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classes. The routine testing of the vision is not carried out in the
case of the entrants, but 744 of them were found to have defective
vision, attention having been drawn to the defect in 83 per cent. of

these cases by the presence of squint.

In addition to the routine cases 4,333 were seen as special cases,
and of this number 3,465 (760 per cent.) were already known to the
department, but were examined regarding the suitability of their
vlasses, or because they were nol wearing their glasses for various

Fedsons.

The number of new cases treated under the Commitlee’s scheme was
3,211, as compared with 3,111 i 1927 and 2,674 i 1926, whilst 160
children were treated privately or at the Hospitals. The number
re-examined at the Clinies was 2,330,

¥

71. At the re-inspections of the schools, 11,651 children, who had Erlf;“ =

been provided with glasses, were seen, and of these 3,986, or 34 per

cent., were found not to be wearing them, which is a sheht inerease n

the percentage recorded in the previous three years. In the case of
19 schools the proportion of the children not wearing their glasses was
50 per cent. or over. In a certain proportion of the cases the non-
wearing of the glasses is due to the fear of being made fun of by
other scholars, some children being much more susceptible to ridicule
than others. This cause would undoubtedly be lessened in importance
if all teachers would occasionally give their classes opportune advice

in this matter. "The fact that so many children do not regularly wear

the glasses provided implies that these delective-sighted children are

not deriving the maximum benefit from the education provided, and

that the Committee are not obtaimng full value for the money
expended on this scheme.

72, Dr. Livsey, the Committee’s Oculist, reports that the three
Defective Vision Chinies at Blackstock Street, Old SBwan, and Garston,
have continued their valuable work during the past vear smoothly and

efficiently, and the value of their work is now increasingly recognised.



Pre-Schoal
Children

38

Many parents express gratitude for the care and attention shewn to
their children at these Clinics. The change from the old attitude of
prejudice and opposition is most satisfactory and the parents
co-operate in the work more fully than formerly. Future examinations
are asked for, and regrets often expressed that the expiry of school
age places the child beyvond the care of the Education Authority.
The Clinies are conducted with every regard to the convenience of the
parents as to the time and number of attendances, the amended
arrangements mentioned in the last Report have conduced much to
this end and also lo the reduction of the period of absence from
school. It is now, as far as passible, arranged Lhat the children come

for their glasses after school hours.

3. An endeavour is made to arrange for a final examination of both
the Elementary and Secondary School children just before leaving
school, so that the children may have the best possible visual
equipment when starting work. The parents are particularly grateful
for this consideration, and suggestions are given them as to the care

of their children’s eyes for the future.

74. There have been no cases of Trachoma during the year, and
very few cases of serious inflammation or uleeration of the cornea. The
beneficial effect of the Minor Ailments Clinics in treating the simpler
conditions which would lead to serious eve diseases 15 increasingly
evident. This wise provision has done much lo prevent serious
damage to sight i many cases with the saving of much pain and

discomfort and the loss of much valuable time al school.

5. The Health Committee’s scheme for the treatment of Squint in
children ol pre-school age is now in operation and has been made use
of in a number of cases. There are, however, many more children
requiring such treatment. "This matter 1s of great mmportance as the
early provision of the necessary lenses in such cases i1s likely to prevenl
the loss of useful sight 1n the squinting eye; and, al presenl, in many
cases such treatment is in ignorance deliberately deferred until school
age is reached, by which time the squint is often incurable and, from

non-use of the eve, sicht has been lost which can never be regained.
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EXTERNAL EYE DISEASES.

76. Under this heading are included blepharitis, conjunciivitis,
keratitis, and corneal ulcers. There were 559 cases (1-2 per cent. )
discovered at the routine examinalions, one-half of which were
ﬁuf’f'.ut'ilu.-; from blepharitis. In addition 265 cases were also seen as
special cases. Many of these defects, particularly blepharitis, are
chronic when first discovered; a large number having commenced
during pre-school life, most frequently as a sequela of an attack of
measles,

TUBERCULOSIS.

i7. At the routine inspeclions, 2 definite and 4 doubtful cases of
phthisis were discovered, and, in addition, 77 cases of tuberculous
elands and 136 cases of other forms of tuberculosis, a total of 219

cases, or '49 per cent. of the routine cases.

There were also examined at the Inspection Clinies, or as special
cases at the schools, T8 definite or suspected pulmonary cases anil

130 other forms of tuberculosis.

8. The School Medical and Tuberculosis Departments are in
constant inter-communication with reference to cases or suspected
cases of tuberceulosis, the latter department securing for the definite
cases whatever treatment may he necessarv, whilst the School
Medical Department undertakes the necessary treatment for such
defects as enlarged tonsils and adenoids, or defective teeth, when
advised -|,|‘1_;' the Tuberculosis Officers. The number of references to
the Tuberculosis Department was 233, whilst the Tuberculosis
Department supplied information with reference to 2,696 school
children who had been reported from various sources as possible
cases of tuberculosis, but the majority of these, however, proved
to be non-tuberculous. Of the 2,696 references received, 1,486

were new cases, of which 1,044 were non-tuberculous.

9. At the end of the vear the total number of children of sehool Number of

T : : Cases,
age known to the department to be suffering from active pulmonary

tuberculosis was 295, whilst the non-pulmonary cases numbered
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240. Of the 295 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis, 115 were in
institutions, chiefly Fazakerley and Broadgreen Sanatoria, where
special open-air classes were arranged for those children whose
state of health permitted.

S0. Dr. Rundle, the Medical Superintendent of the Fazakerley
Sanatorium, reports that the average daily number of children
receiving instiuction in the school attached to the Sanatorium for
the year 19258 was 62, comprised as follows :—

Pulmonary cases with negative sputum . .. e 44
Pulmonary cases with positive sputum ... 16
Non-pulmonary cases 2

The routine treatment of these cases has not differed materially
from that indicated in previous reports, with the exception that
routine examination by a nose, throat and ear surgeon, with opera-
tion where necessary, has been established.  In addition, the
services of a wvisiting dental surgeon have been made generally
available.

81. The Head Teacher makes the fﬂ]luwing report

“ The number of scholars who have received lessons (in both
wards and schoolrooms) is 89, Thirty-seven have been
discharged and one deceased, leaving 51 scholars at present
on the roll. Instruction is given in the open air whenever
possible and is closely correlated with the child’'s natural
imterests and activities. Nature study finds an important

..
-

place in the school eurriculum, and each scholar cultivates
his, or her, portion of the school garden. Organised games
are plaved out of doors, except 1n inclement weather. Two
educational visits have been paid to the Walker Art Gallery
and the Museum in ILaverpool during the vear. Reading,
“writing, spelling and arithmetic are taught largely through
the handiwork, and in conjunction with the reading of the
daily newspaper. It is pleasing to rvecord that a woman
“patient of 25 vears who could not read. and wished to learn,
“was able to enjoy reading a simple book, and write a letter
““ by the time she was discharged. TIn addition to cookery,
“sewing, leathercraft, and raffia-work, the semior scholars
““have commenced cane-work., This latter craft has been
““mmtroduced to many of the women patients in the Sanatorium,
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so that they may pleasantly occupy much of their leisure time

“in making useful articles, e.g., hordering of travs, waste-
‘ paper haskets, ete.

“Two performances of the Operetta * Snow-White and the
[

Seven Dwarfs ' were given early im December by the school
* children, for the entertainment of the other patients and the
staff of the Sanatorinm.”

82, Dr. Macintyre, the Medical Superintendent of Broadgreen Broadgreen

. . Sanatorium
Sanatorium, reports as follows :— School.

“* The Sanatorium School provides for the child of school age
"an excellent means of applving the principles of occupational
*therapy, which is now an established feature of Sanatorium
treatment in general. There can be no doubt as to 1ts
‘efficacy 1n the case of the child. The mental oceupation
reacts most favourably on the physical condition of the child,
“and has a considerable bearing on the resulis of treatment.

* Kducationally, too, the Sanatorium School 1s of decided
service, Many children, who were veryv backward on
admission to the school, have shown themselves capable of
remarkable progress, and some of the older pupils have done
well in obtaining satisfactory posts after discharge from
Sanatorium.

i

-
-

-
-

“The tendency has been to increase the proportion of out-
door education, and Nature study and gardening are now
“more prominent features.  As o the latter, the cultivation of
individual plots of ground has proved the most satisfactory
method of maintaining the interest of the child. During the
vear the new attendances have numbered 33 : the average on
““* the school roll amounted to 47, and the average attendance

“to 38."

..
-

-
-,

"

MINOR AILMENTS.

8:3. During the vear 23,744 cases were trealed al Lhe Minor Ailments

Chnies.  The number treated annually has steadily increased sinece

1915, when the first Climes were opened.  The mcereasing number of
cases is, in all probability, due to the fact that fuller use is being made
of the facilities provided, and not to any actual increase in the number
of minor ailments.
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There can be no question bub that these Clinies, by providing
resular and skilled treatment, prevent many cases from becoming
more serious. Moreover, they undoubtedly secure in many mstances,

an earlier return to school in the case of absentees.

The cases treated at the Clinies comprised impetigo and septie sores,
minor injuries, ete., these ailments accounting for more than half the
cases, and the remainder consisted of certain skin  conditions,

discharging ears, and external eyve diseases.

84, The average daily atlendance at each of the Clinies is shewn al
the foot of the accompanying table, but the numbers attending
fluctuated very considerably from time lo lime, the maximum
attendances being in some instances more than double the average daily
attendance for the vear; the following were the highest maximum

atlendances :—

North Corporation Clinic ... 465 (average attendance 205)
=t. Dunstan’s Clinie LN SRR e er 1509
=t. Gabriel’s Clinic TR SO 1) L G | 5 227)
Erskine Street Clinie ... ... 458 ( ,, i 212)

When these variations in attendance are taken into consideration it
will be appreciated how difficult a matter it 1s to arrange that the
children should he trealed immediately on their arrival at the Chnie,
though every effort is made to minimise any delay by carefully
arranging the time-table for the altendances of the children from the

different schools,

The atlendances on Saturdays were very small, being only about

one-lenth of those on school days.

.'Illh{:lg.fl't!'li‘]' A06.156 attendances were made {iuring the vear h"r
h_pl-l

23,744 children, the average number of attendances per child heing

12-9.

The following Table shews the number of defects treated and the
average daily atlendance at the various Clinics ;:—
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES AMONGST SCHOOL
CHILDREN.

85. The usual Infectious Diseases were shightly more prevalent
during the vear, 9,876 cases of children of school age being reported
as against 8,630, 11,940, 10,832 and 8,7#) for the years 1924 to
1927 respectivelv. There was a very considerable inerease in the
number of cases of Mumps over thal of the previous year,
an outbreak occeurring in the early summer.  Whooping Cough
was also prevalent in the early months of the vear, being the
fermination of an outhreak which commenced towards the end of
1927, Measles was less prevalent than in 1927, 2,927 cases having
heen reported as compared with 3,801 during the previous year.
There were 11 eases of Foeephalitis Lethargica amongst  children

hetween the ages of 5 and 15, Two of these cases proved fatal.

86, Special action had to be taken on account of infectious diseases
during the year as follows:—Infanls™ Departments were closed
in 8 cases for Measles, 4 for Whooping Cough, 3 for Measles and
Whooping Cough, whilst in two instances it was found necessary
to close one or more classes only.  One small school was closed
on account of the simultaneous outbreak of Scarvlet Fever and
hiphthera.

7.  On several occasions the exelusion of all children who had nol
previously suffered from the disease was found practicable. This
procedure 1s not always feasible, as 1t would in most instances
reduce the attendance below that which would render it worth
while to keep the school open.  In the case of outbreaks of two
diseases this method 1s not hikely to be so successful. The recent
alteration of the rules of the Board of Edueation has, however,
permitted more flexability in the methods which can be taken to

suppress epidemic diseases,

The following tables shew the number of cases of the common
infectious diseases, with the ages of the children aftected, and the
monthly distribution of the cases . —
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NOTIFICATION OF DEFECTS AND FOLLOWING UP.

88.  During 1928 the following percentages of parents attended the
routine examinations, in the case of the Entrants 776 per cent., in
the case of the Intermediates 347 per cent., but the percentage of
parents attending the medical examination of the group of Leavers
was only 10°8.  Should the parents not be present at the time of the
examination, and it be considered particularly desirable o discuss the
health of their cluldren with them, special efforts are made to secure
their attendance on a subsequent occasion.

The scheme for the notification to parents of any defects found al
the examimation of their children, and the subsequent following up of
such notification, remains the same as that described in previous

Annual Reports.

The accompanying Table 7 shews the number of notices given or
sent to parents concerning the various defects for which treatment was

considered necessary, the numbers for 1927 being given for comparison.

Table 8 gives the results of the following up by the different

agencies undertaking the work.
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Table 7.

Motification to Parents re Defects.

Third and
First Notices. Second subsequent Totals.
Defects. Notices, Notices,
1927 1928 1927 | 1923 | 1927 | 1928 | 1927 IHEH_.
Defective Vision :(— .
A.—Untreated cases ....ocoeereense 2,850 3,654 g | 431 46 n,| 3214 4,116
B.—Previously treated cases :
(i) (+lasses lost, broken, or |
unsnitable.....cocoiiinnens] 3478 3,000 i 22 47 1 4 3,001 | 3,620
(i) Glasses not being worn ..., 1,117 1,171 143 | 205 30 42 | 1,200 1,418
Eye conditions By 66 48 4 2 - 70 101
Defective Hearing .: 11 17| — 1 - — 11 18
Otorrhoea 47 i 8 R | 2| = | - 48 | 85
Other Ear conditions ......cooovveeens| 26 gi| gty | 24 44
Enlarged Tonsila and Adencids I 1,612 2,042 141 200 17 18 | 1,770 2,280
Mouth Breathing : i) T47 T 55 11 12 5838 816
Defective Teoth :(—
A.—Referred h;.f School Medical ,
Officers .. e aians| LSS 1,572 | 221 210 ug 56 1,373 1,838
B.—Referred by School Dentists| 47,999 | 47,645  — - - 47,009 | 7,645
Anzmia and Malnutrition ......... 271 278 | 4 6 — — 275 254
Bkin conditiong .....oeivrvrssssrressses 102 110 3 3 - 105 | 113
Chest 214 261 7 B — - 221 267
DDREORTREERAE oovuivicivsoiisunrannbomnsnnss a3 103 2 1 e 05 104
Other defects ......coccivvsrrirsnnesas G50 832 35 3 2 4 887 | 870
Totalas .ivcvovivovannnnnainsens| 80,096 | 62,205 | 074 (1,206 | 206 | 168 63,579

61,278 |
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Child
Waelfare
HAssoeiation

Absentees.
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89. In addition to the official following up Agencies the Child Wel-
fare Association has continued to render very valuable assistance in the
direction of securing convalescent treatment, surgical trealment, or
appliances, and providing special tonies or extra nourishment for
children requiring such treatment: in all, 2,269 cases were referred
to the Association, this being the largest number ever referred during
a year,

INSPECTION CLINICS,

90. In addition to the work undertaken by the School Medical
Oflicers at Lhe schools and al the treatment Clinies, Lhe services of Lhe
doctors were utilised in the examination of absenlees, children requiring
cerbificates for employment, and cerlain special cases at the request of
either the parents or the teachers.

These examinations are conducted mainly on Saturday mornings and
during school holidays at ** Inspection Clinies > which, for the
convenience of parents, are held at 14 centres distributed over the
City, The total number of cases examined at these cenires during
the year was 10,181, of which 6,431 examinations, which is nearly
1,400 more than the previous year, were made at the Central
Inspection Clinic at the Education Office.

91.  Arrangements have for some years past been in existence with
the School Attendance and Care Department, whereby all children

absent from school for any lu'ulunged periud are examined b}f the

School Medical Officers, except such cases as are known to be under

regular medical treatment by private practitioners or at institutions,
unless, as 1s sometimes the case, the parents make special request for
Lheir children to be examined by the school doctors.

The mere fact that over 1,000} children were re-admitted to school
as a direct result and that 2,500 were found not to be fit to attend
school shews the value of the examinations.

92, On the one hand, parents value the opportunity which is
afforded to them of presenting their children to the School Medical
Odlicer and are not slow to express their appreciation, while on the
other hand it does afford the Committee informalion in the absence
of which legal proceedings might have been taken in respect of the
absence of children from school.
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'he following Table shews the defects from which the children, who
were examined with regard to their fitness lo altend school, were
suffering, along with the total number of examinations made.

Table 9.
Examinations of Absentees.
*No. of
Giildren: | Scwmat | \‘Toka
DerecT. re-admitted |  children Examina-
to school. not tions,
| re-admitted
,. to school.

Ringworm of Sealp ... 225 . 604 829
Scabies ... 201 | 195 506
Other skin conditions ... o] 69 , B 149
Eyo diseases ... o 39 | 97 156
Deafness ... 2 11 13
Ear diseases ... 9 17 26
Phthisis and (suspected} Phthisis ... s 17 107 124
Other chest eonditions ... - = 80 171 251
Tuberculosis other than Phthisis ... i 42 80 122
Injuries and other Crippling Defects ... 49 108 157
Heart ... - e ver 72 | 260 G323
Eheumatism ... P . . a3 197 252
Anmmia and Debility ... - s s 155 240 G4
Nervous conditions .., i s .,,I (! 196 260
Other defects ... 33 108 145
No defect [ound G - | G
ToraLs 1,120 2,580 3,700

* The figures include several examinations of certain of the children, approximately
two per child.



X-Ray Clinie,

b2
RINGWORM.

93. 'The number of eases of Ringworm of the Sealp amongsi school
children reported to the Medical Oflicer during the year was 264, of
which number, after investigalion by the School Medical Officers,
30 were found not to be ringworm. There were thus 234 actual cases
ol Lhe disease during the year, as compared with 268 in 1927, 296 in
1926, and 426, 411 and 486 in the preceding three years. The
reported cases are examined as soon as possible al various centres in
the City by eertain of the School Medieal Officers who have had special
experience in this work, the cases being re-examined at frequent
intervals in order thalt they may be re-admilled Lo school as soon as

a cure has been efiected.

Y4. The X-Ray treatment of the disease has been conlinued al
North Corporation Treatment Centre, the Clinic being opened on 52
occasions and 148 new cases treated. Dr. Ilawks, who was appointed
in succession to the late Dr. Oram, commenced duty at the Clinic in

February.

95, 'T'he number ol cases oulstanding at the end of the year was 103,
compared with 288, 261, 252, 217, 179, 135 and 111 for the years
1921-27 respectively. These figures afford additional evidence that the
disease is gradually becoming less prevalent, and there can be no doubt
But that treatment by means of X-Rays has contributed considerably
towards this reduction by materially shortening the period of time

during which the children might convey the infection to others.

The following table shews in percentages the duration of the cases
outstanding at the end of the year, the figures for the three preceding

years being also given for the purpose of comparison.
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Tahle 10.

Duration, 1925, 1920. 1927, 1928,

Under 8 months ... Ba-d 32-5 217 219
3 to 6 months 274 30-6 356 a1-3
6 to 9 months 235 16-4 1156 179
9 %o 12 months ... 118 7.9 87 11:4
12 to 18 months ... 48 63 77 04
Over 18 months ... 8-3 I 7-2 48 83
100-0 100-0 1000 1080

VACCINATION.

96. The following table shews the proportion of vaccinated and
un-vaccinated children in the Public Flementary Schools and the
relative degree of immunity of those vaccinated as evidenced by the
number of marks present.

The observations were made at the rouline examinalions of the
entrants, intermediates, and leavers. The tolal percentage of
un-vaccinated children 1s 187, compared with 185 in the Higher
Schools.

Table 11.
. | Vaccinated,
Number | Not
Code Group. examined.| One Two Three | Four Total Vaceinated
| mark. | marks. | marks. | marks. | U
I | i
Entrants ... .. 17,158 | 1859 | 1089 | 529 | 44'69% | 7909 | 21-09%
Intermediates ...| 14,418 | 2049 | 10-09% | 51% | 44:8% | 80:3% | 19-7%
Leavers ... of 11,875 | 19:395 | 10°1%, | 499 | 50-4%, | 847% | 153%
" L [ ' =4 |
Total... .| 43,946 | 19-39% | 10:3% | 50% | 46:6% | 81-3% | 187%
| | I

e ——— e ——— =
- —— _— e T ———— —— e —_— ——————-
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SCABIES.

97. The number of children reported as suffering from this disease
for the vear was 258, as compared with 161 in 1927, 176 in 1926,
252 in 1925, 449 in 1923, and 898 in 1921. Tt was only found
necessary during the year to make use of the special facilities for
treatment at Beacon Street Cleansing Station for 53 of the cases.

EXCLUSIONS FROM SCHOOL.

98. The following table shews the number of children exeluded from
school by the Medical Officers in the course of their inspections, or al
the various treatment Clinics, and the defects for which they were
excluded. The numbers for the three preceding years are also given
for comparison. It will be observed that during the last two years
there has heen a considerable increase in the number of exclusions on
account of Fye diseases, due to several rather extensive outhbreaks of
Conjunctivitis. With regard to the numbers of children who have
had to be excluded from school, on account of gross verminous
conditions, it is gratifying to report that there has, of recent years,
been a marked reduction.

Table 12.

Defect. 1925 1928 1937 1928
Eye diseases ... .. .. a2 2432 600 774
Scalbies ... v . i 143 g8 78 | 07
Ringworm of body ... - = 107 100 an 12
Ringworm of scalp ... fos - 248 175 157 | 113
Other skin conditions ... .. 182 213 160 | 17
Infectious diseases ... 2 208 200 a7 181
Pedicnlosis s 59 39 9 8
Chest conditions (non-tuberculous) | 3l 26 15 10
Tuberculosia {all forms) ora 12 9 13 7
Otorrhoea aaa via ara e 8 12 9 11
Miscellaneous ... . 267 208 271 271

| | =
ToTALS ... | 1,782 1,498 1,446 1,660

—_— —— =
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SCHOOL PREMISES.

39. The School Medical Officers, on the completion of their annual
routine examinations at the various schools, make a report on the
condition of the premises with regard to such items as the efficiency
of the heating, lighting, ventilation, ete. When considered necessary,
references with regard to the defects found are made to the
appropriate quarters,

Certain improvements have been carried oul in some of the schools

throughout the year. These improvements may be summarised as
follows : —
Reconstructed and modernised 3 schools.
Sub-division of classrooms by sereens i "
Re-floored . S
Improvement of healing arrangements ... i TR
7 artificial lighting ... Hi Y L

100. The District Sanitary Inspectors visit all the Public Elementary
Schools every fortnight for the purpose of examining the samitary
arrangements and the water supply. During the vear, 104 defects
were discovered, and notices relating to these defects were sent to the
Director of Education, Corporation Survevor, or the Managers of the
schools.

BLIND, DEAF, DEFECTIVE, AND EPILEPTIC
CHILDREN.

101. TFull provision exists for the education of all hlind children
who are taught either as hoavders or day scholars, as indicated 1n

the accompanying table :

School. j Boarders. Hn]?;gra
Wavertree School for the Blind | 11 11
Catholic Blind Asylum, Branswick Road  ...| 15 . =
Sunshine House, Southport ... ...  ..| | . =
Taught privately ... Tel — 1

Not [attending 'school at ]'mas:-n’r but will bu
tanght privately ... e - 1

Schools for
the Blind



Sight-saving
Classes.
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102. The three Sight-saving (lasses in connection with the
Birchfield Road, St. James’s Council, and Christ Church C.E.
Elemeniary Schools have carried on their useful work smoothly and
efficiently during the vear. The average number on the rolls of
these classes was 118, the percentage average attendance heing 83°1.

No separate provision has, unfortunately, wvet been made in
respect of Roman Catholie ehildren, of whom there were 29 at the
end of the vear, 11 being particularly ureent cases. Such children
are seriously handicapped in an ordinary school, and can only he
allowed to attend there with certain restrictions, an arrangement
which is but a poor substitute for edueation in the Defective Vision
(Classes.

103. The arrangement whereby children living at a distance and
attending the St. James’s Class are conveyved to and from the school
in the Special Schools motor 'bus continnes, and is a great
convenience both in securing the assent of the parents to the
admission of the children to the ("lass and their recular attendance.

Much useful handwork is earried out at these Classes, some of

the articles heing really workmanlike and readily saleable.

Dr. Livsey, the Committee’s Oeulist, visits the ('lasses twice a

vear, and also sees each child at least anee a vear at the Clinie.

104, Ohjection on the part of parents to their children enfering
these classes is now less frequently met with, and they are morve
readily convinced of their value when the special adaptation of the
classes to the needs of serionsly defective sight is explained to them.
There 1s, however, more dificulty in convincing them that such
children should remain at the classes until they are 16 vears of
nge, in consequence of their edueation being retarded owing to
the handicap of defective sight. This is, however, insisted upon,
except in special eirenmstances—domestic or finaneial—if the
peulist recomimends leaving school prior to the age of 16, but only
conditionally on there being no risk to the child’s sight. The

after-care and =upervising of these cases and the advice as to
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suitable oceupations, and the proeuring of such if possible,
continues as hitherto,

105.  With regard to the educalion of the deaf, the Committee f’l‘:i‘“ﬁfa{“'
have one Day School with 180 scholars on roll, 129 of these being
Liverpool children, of whom 16 are hoarded by the Committee in
the Imstitution for the Deaf close to the Dav School. Fifty-one
children from other areas, who receive their edueation at the Day
School, are resident in the Tnstitution. The Committee pay for
the hoard and education of certain Roman Catholic deaf children
at Boston Spa: at the end of the wvear there were 8 TLiverpool

children hoarded there.

106. There were, at the end of the vear, five Day Special Schools
for physically and mentally defective children, four of these heing
double centres and one for mentally defective children only, whilst
there was also one Residential Couniry 8chool at Woolton Vale
for delicate children.

107. The Committee have for some time felt the desirability of
establishing a school where the mentally defective hoys of 13-16
vears of age micht be miven, by men teachers, a more suitabhle
and practical training than has heen hitherto possible in the mixed
schools.

8. The clos: ' (ueenszl: av afrtal & M - . Queensland
11 Phe closing of Queensland Day Tndusirial School in July bt

gave the Commitiee the opportunity of considering the utilisation nfggﬁ';igll
these premises for such a school, and they subhmitied a scheme to :
the Board of Education for the acecommaodation of 150 hoys in this
school, and, the Board having given their approval, arrangements
were made for the opening of the school in January, 1929, A
staff, consisting of Head Master and eight assizstant teachers,
including three craft feachers, were appointed. The eraft work
in such a school is most important, as it is hoped thereby to zive
the boys a better chance of employment on leaving school, Tt is
proposed to teach woodwork, leading on {o cabinet makine, light

metal work, shoemaking and repairing. Special attention will he
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paid to physical training by means of organised games and
swimming, whilst the ordinary eclass work will be continued and
correlated with the eraft work., Omne of the chief aims of such a
school 18 character training invelving co-operation with others,
both in work and games, but however successful such training
may appear to be within the limits of school life, mentally defective
children continue to need care when they leave school. Indeed,
an essential adjunet of all Special School work is an efficient
After-care Scheme, particularly with regard to the procuring of
employment for those who have left. To meet thizs need, there-
fore, it is anticipated that a special officer will he appointed under

the Juvenile Fmployment Committee.

109.  Section 2 of the Mental Deficieney Act, 1913, as amended
by the Act of 1927, will entail the notification to the Mental
Deficiency Authority of a large number of cases requiring merely
supervision. This will perhaps necessitate the revision of the
arrangement of the work of the Committee established in
connection with each of the Day Special Schools, and the
Education Committee is at present reviewing the arrangements
for the after-care of the scholars.

110.  The Committee alzo have made arangemenis to adapt two
large houses in the suburbs, Eddisbury Lodge at West Derby, and
Underlea at Aigbhurth, as Day Open-Air Schools to provide
accommodation for about 160 te 180 delicate children in each
school. It 1s probable that the period of stay in these schools will
be at least one year. Whilst the ordinary school subjects will be
tanght there will be scope for experiment in method, and interest
can be focussed on out-door life, in nature study, gardening, pames,

and manual activities associated with such life.

The accompanying relurn shews the results of examinations
made by the Certifying Officers for Mentally and Physically

Defective Children during the year.
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Table 13.
Beferred as Referred as
Physically Mentally
Defective. Defective.
Passed for M.D. Schools—Day ... - 176
L] (L] LE] £ ].{E'Eidﬁ'-“t-iﬁl LR CER e S 3
Passed for P.D. Schools—Day ... 155 10
7 e s Fesidential ... ...I TH 25
To remain at ordinary schools ... i) 108
Postponed for further trial in ordinary school or for 21 159
Treatment |
Unsoitable for any school, M1 ... - [ a6
*¥ iy LR EE ] P-]::'- CERY e saa - {.- 2
Miscellaneous {treatment, ete.) ... 9 14
Tatal number of children examined 308 33

Cases notified to the Lancashire Asylums Board during the year.

After
On First Probation in Total
i Examination. Special Schools.

. Imbeciles 29 25 54

| Tdlobay i wec o ua B — 5

Moral Defectives 1 i 1 2

! Feeble-minded. .. 2 : 9
Notified for supervision (at 16 years) ; 2 B = | a8 "

ToTiL T i 39 B2 101

e

——

111. In addition to the examination of new cases for the purpose
of certification, the children attending the schools for the mentally
| defective and physically defective were examined as to their
| suitability for continuance in attendance, as required by the Act

of 1899, the number of such examinations being 2,983,

The following table shews (a) the accommodation, number on
rolls, and the average attendance in the various grades of Special
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Schools provided by the Committee; and (5) the number of
admissions and withdrawals during the year:—

(a) Table 14.
Schools. Am:ﬁ:ﬁmla ' E?m;’“ 1';321 A IT:I{I:I?E:;E
- Dee., 1928,
Mentally Defective (day) asia] 608 TG0 6605
Physically Defective (day) 3583 460 a834
Physically Defective (residential) 66 T2 720
Partially Blind ... 116 121 99-0
Deas N an . B W 200 180 157-6
L S S e
ik | Partially
M.D P.In. | Deaf. Blind.
ApwmissioNs AND RE-ADMISSIONS 190 313 | 20 28
WITHDRAWALS— 1 -
Certificates cancelled 3 19 04 - —
Attained 16 years ... ans 37 55 | 23 4
Excused attendance... . 32 iz 2 ]
Left City I 8 ' 3 =
Died | 2 | 9 e
Transferred to other schools 32 80 i 2 3
Excluded (T.B., ete.) and in Hospital P} 6 | - 1
Notified to Mental Deficiency
Authority— '
Under 16 years ... 25 | — - -
Ower 16 years ... 36 == | — s
213 | 320 | 82 | 171

— S m———————————

112, Dr. Fordyce, the Certifying Officer for the mentally defec-
tives, stales that in regard to these schools the trainine of character
and of habits 1s the most important function of the school and the
tundamental factor upon which suceess 15 to be built. Much of
such training is almost unconsciously carried out by the teacher,
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who may fail to realise the good work actually done and be
disappointed in the degree of scholastic advance. Training n
muscular co-ordination—manual work—is second 1n importance,
and by different means in different cases may progress from
co-ordinated action of the grosser muscles and joints to the finest
neuro-muscular activities. But it is difficult to dissipate the halo
over academic scholastic subjects, even in the minds of some
capable teachers, and such an outlook leads to disappointment and
unnecessary worry. The limit is the innate capacity of the child,

not the teaching ability of the teacher. The best teacher cannot

make a subnormal brain normal. If a child commences work at a

special school about the age of 9 vears, and is then 3 vears retarded
scholastically, experience shews that 6 years retardation at 16, on
leaving school, is, generally speaking, a satisfactory result.

[15. The dental inspection and treatment of the children in the Dental
Industrial and Speeial Schools has been undertaken by the whole- HRENIN)
time Dental Staff of the School Medical Sub-Committee since
August, 1927, and the following table shews the work carried out
by them during 1928 :—

Table 15.
tatot| gt | g
— !— — =

No. of sessions devoted to inspection ol 7 11 | 18
No. of sessions devoted to treatment 30 128 | 158
Total No. of sessions : 37 139 176
No. of children inspected ... ... .. .. 638 | 1,349 2,007
No. of children requiring treatment 460 i,002 1,468
A T R B+l B
No. of attendances made for treatment ... 203 | 1,276 1,560
No. of teeth extracted sl 880 1,520 1,850
No. of teeth filled ... 135 ! 07 i 549
No. of other operations ... 15 | 40 G4

No. of administrations of general anmsthetic ... 163 730 | 902




62

L14.  The policy of a yvearly inspection of the children, which has
been found successful in the Public Elementary Schools, has now
also been adopted in the Industrial and Speeial Schools. In
addition, however, quarterly visits, in accordance with the require-
ments of the Home Office, have been paid to the Industrial Schools.
At these quarterly visits it has been the practice to examine mainly
the new enfrants, in order to ensure the teeth of these children
being put into such a condition that they can be subsequently
maintained in a healthy state by annual inspection and treatment.

Cases that are reported at other times by the Head Teachers or
the Medical Officers, as requiring urgent dental treatment, both in
the Industrial and Special Schools, are treated at the nearest
School Clinie.

115,  In the last Report attention was called to the fact that the
condition of the teeth of the children in the Industrial and Special
Schools was slightly worse than that of the children in the Public
Iilementary Schools. 1t is very gratifving to be able to report
that, as a result of one year's work, the standard has been raised
to a little above that of the Public Elementary Schools. Whilst
the proportion of children requiring treatment shews a small
improvement as a result of the previous year’s treatment, having
fallen from 792 per cent. to T0'8 per cent. in the Industrial
Schools, and from 76:7 per cent. to 742 per cent. in the Special
Schools, the actual improvement in the condition of the children's
teeth is much greater than can be shewn by these figures. The
amount of treatment that was found to be necessary in each case
was considerably less than that required in the previous year.

116. This improvement has been made possible by the large
number of acceptances that have been received, particularly in the
Special Schools, where acceptances were received for 727 per cent.
of the children found te require treatment.

Omne of the factors which contributes to the popularity of dental
treatment in Industirial and Special Schools is that the treatment
18 carried out on the school premises, only urgent cases, to obviate
delay, bheing summoned to the Dental Clinies.
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117. The Country School for Physically Defective Children at Woolton Vale.
Woolton Vale, where accommaodation is provided for 66 children
(31 bovs and 35 girls), continues to be conducted on the same lines
as previously reported.  During the year 108 were admitted and
105 discharged.

118. 1In addition to the Special Schools, the Commitiee maintain gher
A0 beds for pre-tuberculous children at the Torpenhow Open-Air Renl /a4
£ reds 10T pre-tuberculous | aren a e I L Pen-d commodation.
School near Frankby, three beds at the West Kirby Convalescent
Home, and six beds at the Liverpool School of Recovery (mainly
heart cases), and they have secured the option of places at the
Maghull Home for Epileptics. During the course of the year,
eight cases have been in residence at West Kirby, and twelve at
the School of Hecovery, whilst two cases have been maintaimmed at

the Home for Epileptics.

119. From Table [il, in Appendix A, under the heading ol Epileptics.
Epileptics, it will be seen that the number of such cases known to
the Department was 88, of which number 24 sufiering from severe
epilepsy and 3 from milder forms were at no school or institution.

HIGHER SCHOOLS.

120. The inspection of the pupils in the Higher Schools, which
was commenced in 1920, has now reached its full development, and
all the pupils attending 18 of Lhese schools are regularly inspected.
The schools include two Girls” and two Boys’ Voluntary Schools,
in which the Managers have requested the Authority to arrange for
the medical inspection.

121.  During 1928, the numbers of examinations made were as
follows :—06,457 routines, 6,266 re-inspections, and 437 specials.
The proportion of pupils requiring treatment found at the routine
examinations was 197 per cent., defective eyesight, dental defects
and minor deformities being the most common defects found.

122. The incidence of enlarged Tonsils and Adenoids, viz.,
o4 per cent., compares favourably with that for Elementary School
children, which was 83 per cent., and of those considered to
require operative treatment the incidence was only one-third of that
amongst the children in the Elementary Schools. i
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In contrast to the children in the Elementary Schools a much
higher proportion of the pupils have healthy mouths, due in many
cases, it being found, to the fact that the children pay regular visits
to their dentists.

123, After the parents have been uotified of any defects requiring
treatment the Head Teachers keep in close touch with them in
order, when necessary, to urge treatment, and to explain to them
the best manner in which this can be obtained. The majority ol
the parents carry out the suggestions of the Medical Officers.

124, The Clinics provided for the Elementary School children are
available for the Higher School pupils whose parents cannot afford
to obtain treatment privately, and in the case of defective vision
arrangements have been made with certain Uculists to see pupils at
a reduced fee if the parents cannot afford the usual fee. A large
proportion of the parents, however, obtain the trealment recom-
mended by the School Medical Officers from their own private
practitioners.

125. The heights and weights of the routine cases at each school
have been recorded by the gymnastic instructor, where there is such
an official, and in the other cases by the School Medical Officers, and
the following table shews the results in inches and pounds. The
Higher School pupils are taller and heavier than children of similar
ages in the Elementary Schools.

Table 16.
Boys. | GinLs.
Age. [ i
Number : ‘ ; | Number ; ;
examined. | Dfight. Weight. | ined. | Height. Weight.
8 ' 32 b4 659 | 27 49-6 660
9 42 531 622 | 26 5l-6 61-3
10 60 537 672 | 5l 53-5 67-0
11 176 857 728 | 1 b6 73-6
12 55y 56-6 76:2 306 58-3 82-0
13 G4 bB-8 85-0 364 50-8 93-7
14 [ 722 60-9 93-6 306 61-7 104-6
15 640 63-4 105-7 297 62-6 111-4

e e — o —— . ——

A statement of the defects found will be found in Table II of
Appendix B at the end of this Report.
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EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN.

126. The Byvelaws dealing with cmployment of children, which
came inlo operation on the st January, 1924, are still in operation.

Table 17 gives a return of the number of school children emploved,
and the nature of the work undertaken.

Table 17.
Employment of School Children out of School Hours.

. — .
MNo. of Mo, of new cascs No. of cazez with- Mo, of cases

Cases added to Register drawn from Register | remaining on the

TRADE. on during the vear. during the vear. | Register, 31.12.28

Register— — —— ———— |
31.12.27. Boys. | Girls. | Torar Boys. | Girls. | Toran| Bovs. | Girls. | ToraL

Bakers and Confectioners,.. 44 biti} 4 50 | 48 1 50 55 3 o8
Butchers ... 67 0| — 70 63 | — 63 4| — T4
Bootmakers and Repairers 16 2] 1 : 232 17 1 18 20 -— 20
Chamiol ... <. o 4 5| =&l 8] <] & «| 1| =
Dhsndlees ... .. -of 78 | 98| 1] o 4| 1| 98] 28| 1| 74
Chipped Potato Vendors ... 4 o ' 3| 4| — 4 Bl 3
Coal Merchants 3 B — 8 6| — 3 6| — 6
Drapers, ete. 3 13 2 15 8 1 0 b 1 ]
Dealers—General ... 8 7 1 a 2| 1| 3 11 2| 13
Dealers—Firewood 5 b2l ol &l boal-ml w] @
Domestic Helpers ... 2 2 | 2 1 2 3 1 |
Fish and Poultry Dealers... 1 | l 2 1 l 2 1 — i |
Grocers ... (1 4 1 5l 9 | 1 53 | 48 | — : 43
Greengrocers 166 221 | 1 ! 222 191 | 1 192 | 193 | 2 ! 195
Ironmongers | — 1 - I - -— 1 | 1
Milk Dealers e 438 300 40 | 430 | 428 32 | 480 361 47 | 408
Newsagents £ B4 T47 4h TH2 723 28 | 761 (R 41 | G677
Various s iz v 32 M = 1] B 2 35 27 — | 27

89 | 1,763 | 1,539 10 | 1,629

|
|
Torars res e 1,568 (1,722 102 | 1,824 | 1,674 |

|

*1,481 bovs aad 87 girls

e e
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127.  I'rom this table it will be seen thal the main sources of employ-
ment are the delivery of milk and nevwspapers.  As these employments,
in the majorily of cases, necessitale work before the commencement of
school, the children underlaking such work have to be examined by
the School Medical Officers, and cerlified as physically fit before a
cerlificate is granted. PFor this purpose there were examined 1,079
children, and all but 4 were found to be fit.  All children, whether
working before the close of school Lhours or aller, require to have
emplovment cards, which are issued by the Education Comimttee, and
these children are examined by the School Medical Officers at every
visit to the schools.  The emplovment, which, under the Bye-laws, is
limited to two hours on school days and five hours on Saturdays and

school holidavs, seldom has any adverse effect upon their health.

125,  With the object of seeing that the Byve-laws are comphed with,
bwo special officers, appointed by the Fdueation Commitlee, are engaged
in patrolling the streets between the hours of 7 a.m and 9 a.m., and
5 pa. and 9 pon. daly, and on Saturdays and Sundays. The
Attendance Oflicers also keep under observation the shops and the
emploved children in their distriets, whilst the Police and Health

Visttors co-operate in this work.

During the year, 739 cmplovers were warned flor infringement of
the provisions of Lhe Bye-laws, and i 28 cases 11 was necessary to
prosecute.  In 24 cases fines were inflicted, and the remaining 4 cases

were discharged with a eaution.

129, A certain number of children of school age are employed n
connection with theatrical performances, many of these children going
on tour. These children require a licence from the Local Education
Authority before they can be emploved, and they must be examined
every three months by the School Medical OMlicer of the area in which
thev happen to be.

During  the vear, 76 licences were issued by the Eduecation
Authority, and 125 examinations of the children made by the School

Medieal Officers : practically all the children were healthy.,
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The total number of children who appeared at the local theatres or
picturedromes was 76, as against 62 in the preceding twelve months.
All such children are visited by a special officer, who sees that the
home condiltions are suilable, ascertains that the lheenee 1s in order.
and al=o pavs visits to the theatres to see thal the rules and orders of
the Board of FEducation are complied with.,  Members of the
Commitlee visited certain thealres during the vear and saw the

conditions under which they worked,

130, Despate the contmued depression in trade and indusbry 10 Juvenile
i b S 3 : 3 Employment
Liverpool, 1l s gratifving to rveport that employmentl for juveniles gyrean.
between 14 and 18 vears ol age has continued to shew improvementd
during the yvear 1928, In previous reports relerence has been wade to
the difliculty of transferring boys and girls from school to employment
without loss of tune. 'T'hat difficalty still persists, and unfortunately
there are large numbers of juveniles who are forced to zpend some
months of idleness before they eventually secure work. A very large
proporfion of these, on leaving school, make personal application al
the Authority’s Juvenile Fmplovment Bureau, where they are
registered for employvment and advised as to the possibility of
openings occurring in occupahbions for which they appear suilable.
During the twelve months ended S1st July, 1928, 9,856 boys and eirls

(as against 9,135 for the previous twelve months) registered at the

Bureau directly on leaving the public elementary and other schools,
and the total number of voung persons between 14 and 18 years of
age who apphied for work was 18,788, being an merease of 1,919 upon

the number registering in the previous year.

1531, The number of juventles for whom openings were found through

the Juvenile FEmployment Bureau during the vear totalled 7,060, as

compared with 5,792 during the preceding twelve months. Tt is, in
some cases, difficult to keep boys and girls in periodic attendance at
the Bureau whilst waiting for employment, but every effort is made
to persuade them to do so, and alwavs to keep themselves smart and
presentable in appearance.  Many of them, however, after a time

ceased to attend the Bureau bul relurned later lo renew Lheir
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application ; others were found lo have accepted temporary employ-
ment in the neighbourhood of their homes pending betier cnployvmenl
heinge secured for them by the Bureau; in these cases their names were

retained in the register.

1532, An analysis of the figures denoting the ** placings "’ by the

Bureau shews that of the 3,283 bovs for whom posts were found, 1%
per eent. wenl to clerical and commercial oceupations, T per cenl. lo
lrades and businesses, 22 per cent. into factories, warehouses, work-
shops and other industrial undertakings, while 52 per cent. became
shop boys, messengers, and other miscellaneous workers, of whom
about 30 per cent. would appear Lo have a good prospect of permanenl

emplovment open to them.

133, With regard to the 3,777 girls who were placed through the
Bureau, 10 per cent. went fto needle trades, and 14 per cent. to other
trades, 21 per cenl. accepted domestic service, 16 per cent. became
shop assistanls, 8 per cenl. entered clerical employment, while the
remaining 31 per cenl. wenl chiefly to factories, calés, or started as

messengers i connection with workrooms and shops.

134, The Local Education _'l.llthnritj.', l'lu'uu;_l;h I he Juvenile l".lll]ﬁlj}'—
ment Boreau, also aduwnmister the Unemployvment Insurance Acts so far
as Juveniles belween the ages of 16 and 18 vears are concerned. 'The
number of claims to benefit (both ** fresh ** and *° renewal ** claims)
received during the vear ended 31st July, 1928, from voung persons
whe had been working m insurable employment was 5,595 (boys 8,553,
:-_':il‘th 1,5842), or an average per week of 104 claims: and the total
amount of unemployment benefit pmid to young persons during the
period was £4,675 4=, 9d., being an average sum of £89 18s. 2d. per
week.  The average number of juveniles receiving benefit each week
was a6 (266 bovs and 90 girls), and the total number of individual

paviments made during the vear was no less than 18,511,

135, The Authority have continued to carry on four Junior Educa-
tional Centres (two for bovs, one for girls, and one for both bovs and
airls of good education), at which insured juveniles (i.e., over 16 yvears

of age) are required to attend on five half-days per week as one of the
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conditions of receiving unemployment benefit. A fair number of
uninsured juveniles (mainly under 16 vears of age) who are out of
work attend voluntarily, and there are also a number of bovs and girls
from families in receipl of parish relief who are referved 1o the Centres
by the Poor Law Guardians. 'The instruction al these Cendres is of
an informal character, and comprises various kinds of handwork
(e.g., simple wood and metal work), FEnglish subjeets, ambulance
work, physical exercizes and recreation, for the boyvs: and household
work (e.r., cookerv and laundry), needlework, hveiene, musie, drill
and recreation for the girls. The special centre for boys and girls of
wood education is intended for those who are preparing for commercial
posts, and instruction i1s given in shorthand, typewriting, book-

keeping, mathematics, and Fnglish., These Centres are doing an

incaleulable amount of good in keeping young persons fit and alert

during unemployment, and preventing them from losing the knowledge

and experience thev have acquired in industry. A considerable

number of vacancies notified to the Bureau are filled by applicants in

attendance at the Cenlres.

136. It should be wmentioned, in regard to the :-:1|ii_:1|}i|il“_l.-‘ for
employment of :I]II}H{-HHH dealt with at the Bureau, that all the
medical records and notes of the School Medical Officers are avail-
able for the use of the Juvenile mployment Department. and are
freely used, and, where necessary, special examinations are made
]h_‘-.' ithe Medical Officers at the request of i hat 1'1{111;;11‘1.'1“5*_“1

A. A. MUSSEN,

Medical Officer to the
Education Authority.



APPENDIX A.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

TABLE |

RETURN OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

A.—Routine Medical Inspections.

NuMmpEr oF CopE GROUP [NSPECTIONS :—

Entrants ... PETE i 1t
Intermediates o o s s 14,078
Leavers -~ e 12,426
TuraL i :l:_L'T;

(PE—

NoumBeRr oF Oriaer RoUuTiNE INSPECTIONS:
Public Elementary Schoals 51
Special Schools ... 335
B.— Other Inspections.

i. PrpLic ELEMEXRTARY SCHOOLS :—

Number of Special Inspections £y e 12,428
Number of Re-inspections et e .- 48,530
Toral e e i PP R

iil. SPRCIAL SCOHOOLS :—

N ber of ?‘-jll-r:;-.iul [r]:i|1-|_-|_-1|'uu:4 =i
Number of Re-inspections 713

ToTawn 793

* Not including children treated at Minor Ailments Clinics,
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

TABLE
A.—Return of Defects found by Medical Inspection i

31st December, 1928.

RouTike
IxsrrCcTIONS.

n the Year ended

BPECIAL
IxsrEcTIONS,

Number of Defeets,

Number of Defects.

Requiring Requiring
to be kept to be kept
DerecT oR DISEASE. under [  under
Requiring  observa-  Requiring | observa.
Treat- tion, Treat- tion,
ment. but not mient. but not
lﬂe‘i!uirillg uiring
reat reat-
ment, ment.,
(1) (2) (3) (4) (B)
MALNUTRITION ... 163 1493 a2 11
UNOLEANLINESS See Table 1V, Group V.
SEIN—
Ringworm—
Sealp 10 — 224 —
*Body 10 - i
Scabies 7 —- 251 -
*Impetigo : G4 — 7l -
*Otlier )l-nassce. [‘Jml ’lulwrculuun} : 4 151 [ (4 43
Evye—
*Blepharitis ... 137 123 Gl ’4
*Conjunctivitis ans s 07 BH 7 '
*[Leratitis i) — 15 e
*Corneal Ulcer... 24 - 15 -
Corneal O amtma J - 3 - 1
Defective Vision newh‘uimrr Sr]umt.: 2,250 1,919 2,781 M3
Squint... i 929 M0 1,314 116G
Other Conditions 24 105 44 @
EaR—
Defective Hearingz Y, 159 45 51
Otitis Media ... : 2403 455 81 69
Other Ear Ihgeases .., 0 36 20 12
Nose axp THROAT
Enlarged Tonsils only 2l 2,444 280 250
Adenoids only 107 B 110 24
Enlarged Tonsils and Adenoids 52 152 210 B
Other Conditions 454 B4 3] 115 1
ExLarGED CERVICAL GLANDS (Non-
Tuberculous) ... o 31 706 d| 03
DEFECTIVE SFEECH 75 2790 42 g
tTeera (Dental Diseases) 1,543 1,448 228 150

* Exolusive of children treated at the Minor Ailments Clinies.

! Cases examined by the School Medical Officers,
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.
TABLE Iil.—Continued.

e — -

FouTing
I HSPROTIONS.

SrECIAL
IxsprEoTIONS.

Number of Defecis,

MNumber of Defecta.

uiring | Requiring
f}egd kapgl-' to be kept
DerFecT oR [MSEASE, under | under
Requiring | observa- | Requiring | observa-
Treat- | tion, | Treat- tion,
ment. but not ment. | but not
requiring | requiring
Treat- Treat.
| ment. meant.
(1 (2) (3) (4) (5)
Hesrnt a¥p CIRCULATION—
Heart Disease—
Organic ... 2 210 7 T2
Functional {1141 i 154
Anaomia 350G | 394 1o 53
LuNGgs— |
Bronchitis s g a84 L 125 177
Other Non-Tuberculous Diseases ... 4% 370 o8 Th
$TUBERCULOSIS—
Pulmanarg—
Definita ... | | K] 20
Suapected LA - i I il —
Non-Pualmonary—
(zlands 13 i 23 B
Spina 12 o 3
l']?‘i’l | b 4 | 3
(Jtﬁer Bones and Joints I 15 I 2
SBkin o 3 | ] & 1
Other Forms 5 TR 25 | pi]|
Nervous SyYsTEM— i !
Epilepsy T a 40 2 | T
Chorea... i ath _— 87 _—
Jther Conditions T i e i ]
[}EFORMITIES —
Rickets s 41 164 26 ‘ 21
Spinal Curvature 21 33 3 fi
Other Forms .., i3 133 17 b
DEsiLTY 734 fifid 4iH 107
UrHER DEFECTS AND I)ISEASES 500 | 1,305 5 $04 ‘ +H

§ Under the heading “ Tuberculosis * most of the cases in columns (3) and {5) are
cases in which the disease is quiessent but is not yet considered cured.



ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.
TABLE II1.—Continued,

B.—Number of Individual Children found at Routine Medical Inspection

to require treatment (Excluding Uncleanliness and Dental Diseases).

P —————————— S —

| NUMBER OF CRILDREX |

Percentage of

Group. children requiring

i Requiring
| Inspected. treatment. treatment.
1) | @ (3) (4}
[
ConE GROUPS '
Entranta weel 17,300 2.970 17-1
Intermediates ... vl 14,678 F048 HNis
Leavers ... eeel 12,4206 2,132 17-2
| =
Total (Code Groups) ... wen| A 404 #, 150 183

Other routine ingpections s e 51 3 2
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

TABLE II1.

Numerical Return of all Exceptional Children in the Area

e o T R S

| (i) Suitable for
training in a
School or Class
for the totally

at the end of 1928.

N —— N

Attending Lxrt]hed ":r'h:m]s or Ulnsses far

the Blind
Attending Public E lcmentnn Schools
At other Institutions ...
At no School or Institution ..

Attending Certilied Schools or Clasaes for

Attending Public I li,mantnrv htlmuls
At other lnﬂtltutmlw ¥
At no School or inﬂl,ituticm

Attending L‘Prt]hnd "»L!Jmﬂn or Hru:-uqm f:-r

Attending Public ?Ilemant.ar_}r Schools
At other Institutions s
At no School or Institution .

Attending Certified ‘gtllcm]w or Flaauea fur

Attending Pul.'rim lu]emnnt:xry Be huola

At other Institutions
At no Sehool or Institution .

Attending Lart:hed ‘iclmu]s fcu ‘h]r_ntally
Defective Children . .

Attending Public I'l-;-rmz«m.m:gr Schools

At other Institutions i .

At no Bchool or Institution ..

."Litendmg Certified ‘ﬁprmn] ‘inlmﬁ]# for

In Institutions other than Certified hp-ecnl

Public Elmnentur_l.' Schools
At no School or Institution ... o

BLIND blind.
[ineluding
partially T e Iy
blind). {ii) SBuitable for
training in a the Blind
8chool or Class
for the par-
tially blind.
(i] Buitable for
training in a | the Deaf
School or Class |
DEAF for the totally |
{including deaf or deaf
deaf and a.nd dumb. i
dumb and - |
partially (i) Buitable for J
deaf). training in a the Deaf
School or Class |
for the par-
tially deaf. .
Feeble - minded |
{cages not noti-
MENTALLY fiable to the
DEFECTIYE| Local Control
Authority.)
| Epileptics
Suffering lﬁ'nm Sihsdl
severe epileps N
prsn Attendin
EPILEPTICS.

| Buffering from
epilepsy which
s not severe,

Attending Day Special Schools

Attending Public Elementary Echu:::}iu
At no School or Institution ... ;

| Boys.

. 428

b2
21

o

x|

Ciirls,

i)

dd=
12
11
23

11
11
i

776

156%
Jaw
bk

—— e —— 2

— —— | — e———

21
25

B
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

TABLE I11.—Continued.
Boys. Girls. ! Total.
Infectious pul- At Sanatoria or Sanatorium Schools ap-
monarvy and | Env&d by the "'limlstr_v of Health or the
glandular oard S| 4 7
tuberculosis. At other Institutions == e P
At no School or Institution ... — 3 3
" At Banatoria or Sanatorium Schools ap- ;
wwoved by the Ministry of Health or the |
Non=infectious foard o J 44 57 | 101
but active _ . LAl (=) (1)
pulmonary At Certified Residential Open-Air Schools. .. | [ I
and g[a,udulap At Cortified Day Special Schools - = |
tuberculosis, At Public Elementary Schools I 1~ 62 130
At other Institutions 2 By {:i—l 3 85
(25) | (38) ] (G3)
At no 8chool or Institution ... vl 067 121
AR =) Al
At Certified Residential Open-Air Schools .../ [ 31 48 T4
Delicate Children , V) 3] @
{e.;. pre= or At Certified Day Special Schools | 47| 48 95
latent tubercu- At Public Elementary Schools ol 450 | 228 | I
losis, malnutri= At other Institutions ... { 25| 17 42
PHYSICALLY  tion, debility, (9) | (6) | (15)
anaemia, ete.) At no School or Institution ... { o7 | 32 it
DEFECTIVE. | =3 {1
At Sanatoria or [I'nq[ntu..F Schools approved
by the Ministry of Health or the Board.. { 33 82
I (4) (5 }
Active non- &t Certified Day Bpecial Schools 3
pu Imona ry At Public E ]E!t'l':lL'I'I.tlil.l:‘lj.-I Schools L:I 10k _.]
tubernuln!ill J‘Lt- u-t.].'ll,'.!' II'E.-iLiT.I,It.!InII!I- o z 2! ,'_:,'2 -i.!
(21) | (18) | (39)
Atk no Sehool or Institution ... 21 20 41
(=) (L] (D
Cr‘:ppled Children '
fother than gt )
those with At Certified Hospital Schools Il 24 35
active tubercu- N : : - (4) (A1) | (15)
lous diseases), At L-E'l‘tﬂ!{!fl Residential Open-Air Schools ... 3 a 5
e.q..children | At Certified Day Cripple Schools .. o 200 | 1556 | 368
sufferin from At Public :F':h}-“'l!'!!"ﬁf}r Hehools ‘ e 23 ! 32
pa.ralyaigsl, ete., At other Institutions : { 19 | 27 46
. and including ) AT L {8)| (16) | (24)
those with At no School or Institution ... { 40 | 66 106
severe heart (LB (3) | (8)
disease.

+ One child is already and one will shortly be receiving Private Tuition.

* A number of these cases have not vet been examined by the Certifving Medical Officer.

The numbers shewn within brackets refer to cases diagnosed by the Staffs of certain

[nstitutions but not seen subsequently by the Authority’s Medical Staff.

are included in the totals,

These numbers



ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.
TABLE 1V.

Return of Defects treated during the Year ended 31st December, 1928

TREATMENT TABLE

Group |.-~Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness, for which see Group V)

*Number of Defects treated, or
under treatment during the year.

———— e ——— —————————

Digease or Defect, Under the [
J\ut-hurit}"';; O lierwise, ToTaL.
Heheme,
(1 (2) (3) (4)
SHIN—
Ringworm-—Sealp s iks 138 214 352
Ringworm—Body f o A . 278 7 280
Seabies ... s ..* 53 243 205
Impatigo... 3,625 i3 3,600
Other Skin disease ... 1,401 158 | 1, G
Misor Eve DeEFROTS— {
(External and other, but excluding cases
falling in Group II)... B,749 194 3,036
Mivor Ear Derecrs ... Rl e 104 2,255
MIs0ELLANEOUS— I
(e.g. minor injuries, bruises, sores,
chilblaing, ete.) s 12502 124 12,716
|

Tomat .. .. 24000 | 1100 .| 25,179

g ——— s —— e,

* The numbers in Group I of this Table refer almost wholly to children treated at
the Committee’'s Clinica. No relinble information i3 obtainable as to the
number of cases treated elaewhere.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

Group 11.—Defective Vision and Squint (excluding Minor Eye Defects

treated as Minor Ailments, Group 1).

———— —— - - — - e e mm. — ——— i ——

| Nuvsmper oF DEFECTS DEALT WITH.

| - T, —————— R -

I [Submitted to |

| . | refraction by |

Under the |  private Other-

Defect or Disease. |Authority’s, practitioner | wise., | ToraL.
| Scheme. jor at hospital,
I

| apart from
Authority’s
. Scheme.
(1) | (2) (3) (4) (8}
Eprors oF ReFRaoTioN (including Squint)
New Cases P I 1 147 13 2,471
Re-examinations . = e 2330 1t 2 2,348
ToTAL ... o Y | L33 15 8,710
Other Defect or Discase of the eyes | |
{excluding those recorded in Group 1) 33 i -- 30
= b 3| Pes
ToTaL ... o T | iith {15 | 8758
. 1 o
Total number of Children for whom Spectacles were preseribed :
(¢) Under Authority’s Scheme ... Y S s - 8,001
(5] Otherwiss 172

Tocal number of Childeen who obtained or received spectacles :

{a) Under the Authority's Scheme e 4,972
(b} Otherwise it re e o 172
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.
Group [11.—Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat

e —

NrupeEr ofF DEFECTS.

REcEIVED OPERATIVE TREATMEXT.

By private

Under the  practitioner Beceived
Authority's = or Hospital, other Total
Soeheme, in apart Torar. | forms of numhber
Clinic or from the treatment. | treated.
Hospital. | Authority’s
Scheme.
(1) (Z) (3) (4) (5)
Tonsils amd Adenoids ... 1,170 05 1,265 17 1,542
Mouth Breathing - — — | 319 319
Torar 1170 95 1,265 306 1,661
Group 1V.—Dental Defects,
(1) Number of Children
{a) Inspected :—
Aged
(8 o —)
B 8,453
7 9,421
8 ... DO53
g ... 6,935
Routine Age Groups ...4 10 ... 6,577 3 ToTaL... e 02,725
11 ... 6,587
12 .. 6,904
13 ... 7,156
14 ... 829
Hjmiilﬁ LR L L) L aEE LT . anm "aw ]':]{..?
Graxp Toran - BE002
(b} Found vo require treatment hE o 47,645
(e) Actually treated e 21T
{d} Re-treated during the year as the result of periodical examination 6,764
[ Inspeetion ... 393
{2) Half-days devoted to Torar ... 2,036

iTmatmmh o 1643
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(7)

13)

{3}

4)
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

Attendances maade by chililten tor treatment

Permanent Teeth ... 7,619 ‘L
Fillings .. ‘Totar
y

Temporary Teeth

[ Permanent Teeth  5.730
Extractions < ToTAL
L Temporary Teeth 27,031
Administrations of general anmsthetics for extractions ... v
Permanent Teeth ... 720
Other operations ToTaL
Temporary Teeth ... I

Group V.—Uncleanliness and Verminous Conditions.

Average number of visits per school made doring the yvear by the School

Total number of examinations of children in the Schools by School

Nurses
Number of individoal children found unclean ...

Number of children cleansed under arrangementz made by the Loeal
Education Authority, viz :—
Under Statutory Notices
* Voluntarily

Number of cases in which legal proceedings were taken :—

{a) Under the Lducation Act, 1921 ... i an en
(b) Under School Attendance Byelaws iee i ot

{¢) Under Liverpool Corporation Act, 1921 :
Informations -
Convictions ., ...
Dizcharged with eaution

Withdrawn <IN

32.770

14,834

45°1

187,353

10,055

G20

13,440

Nil.
Nil.

* In addition to this number, 5,655 other children attended the Cleansing Stations

on their own initiative for Spray or Slipper baths.
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HICGHER SCHOOLS.

TABLE I1.—A.
Return of Defects found by Medical Inspection in the Year
ended 31st December, 1928.

Rourixe SPECIAL
InsPECTIONS, I N8PECTIONS.
Hnmhar of Defocta Numl.u;-r of 'I'}efwta
Requiring Requiring
to be kept to be kept
Dereor o [Degase, Bequiring under Bequiring under
Treat. obeprva. Treat.- ohserva-
ment tiomn, mii k. tion,
but not but not
requiring requiting
Treat- ' réeat-
ment | ment,
(1} (2) (3) ['H | (5
AMarwoTRITION 4 43 | | 4
|
b |
Ringworm—
Sealp —_ —_ —_ —
Body & I — | —_
Seabies — - — —
[mpetigo ol 2 - - -
Other [disensea {‘%’un Fllht"mﬂhltlh} 3 a9 | L] 3 2
EvE— i
Blepharitis , i 12 i | —
f_.'onjunl:‘.l ivitie = = | b3 i 2
Keratitis i i ek - | = | =
Corneal Uleers — — | — a—
Corneal l'}pn.ritlea | — - — —
Defective Vision fewhldm" Equmt:u [ 403 | 1,254 233 47
Hyquint el 1 5 A4 11 s
Other Lcmd;tmm 4 ' 0 . 5 -
[ |
Ein— [ | |
Defoctive Hearing ... i 23 | 2 4 T
Otitie Media ... 2] | 0 2 7
Other Bar Diseases ... 24 | 3 4 i
Nose AXD THROAT— j |
Enlarged Tongils only il i {11} | | ]
Adenoids only b ' ] i - 4
Enlarged Tonsils and Adencids ... 6 | 7 i — 1
Other Conditions ... 20 [ 07 | 8 1
FErraraEDp CERVIOAL GLANDS (Non- !
Tuberenlous) ... 1 75 | — 8

DEFECTIVE SPEECH I 58 [ 3 | 2
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HIGHER SCHOOLS.

TABLE Ii.—Continued,

Rourine SPECIAL
IssrECTIONS. I xsrRCTIONS,

I\.umh{*r of ]]i‘f&{,lﬁ Num ber of Defects.

ey 2 . s e s i i

Requiring chhmng
to be Lkept to be kept
under under
Derror ok IISEASE. Requiring | observa-  Reguiring | observa-
Treat- tiomn, Treat- tion,
ment. but not ment. but not
requiring requiring
Treat- Treat-
ment. ment.,
{1 (2) (3) (4) (6)
TERTH—
Dental Diseases e an8 0l a7 L]
HearT avp CIRCULATION—
Heart Disease—
Organic ... —_ 36 - 2
Funectional s i 3 262 - My
Annomia 43 117 b 14
Lunas—
Bronohitis ... 0 84 : 11
{her Non- Tuhamulmn Thueasen 1 = i
*T'ypRRCTLOSIS—
I‘ulmnmr;.r—-
Definite ... - a -— —
Huapected “ad — — — -
Non-Pulmonary—
Glands ... o s == 5 e £
Spine e P 1 3 -_— --
Hi = : = =
Other Bmmn smd Jmntn - 1 = =l
Skin e . | 1 — :
Other Forme ... - a = —
NERVOUS SYSTEM—
Epilepsy = =t -l ==
Chorea.. 8 — 2 —_
Other Uunﬂ:t-lmm o sl | 16 - a
|
{VEFORMITIES— |
Rickets P - 2 = )
Spinal Carvature 29 40 | b
Other Forms . G 109 2 15
Flat Feet i 163 140 14 13
Orner DEFECTS AND DISEASES 82 375 17 44

# Under the lieading of Tubercnlosis most of the cases in column (3) are ecages in whieh
the disease is quiescent but not yet considered cured.
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HIGHER SCHOOLS.

B.—Number of Individual Children Found at Routine Medical Inspection
to Require Treatment (excluding Uncleanliness).

NuMBER m-' UEII.-DRBI‘- Percentage
_— - of children
Group. ]nspa:}md. R:eqmrmg requiring
treatment. treatment.
(1) () (3) (4)
Cone GrouUps:
Total 6,457 1,272 197
TABLE 1V,

Return of Delects treated during the Year ended 31st December, 1925
TREATMENT TABLE.

Group [.—Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness).

Number of Defects treated, or under
treatment during the year.

[Msease or Defect. Under the
Authority’s | Otherwise. | ToTarL.
Scheme.
(1} (2] (3) | (&)
SEIN— |
Ringworm—=Sealp o s s AR —_ -

Ringworm—DBody o o o —_ —

| i
i . '
Soabies ... S sae] — : - I —
|
Iﬂl[?&l-ig!}-u RN aaw PEE EEEY e e ! 1 | 'E
i |
Other Skin Dizeases ... e ] — ' 22 i 23
Mmwor Eve DerEors ... - . 1 H | 26
(External and others, but exc]udmg cases | |
falling in Group II} | i
I i
Mixor Ear DEFEOTS ... .. s wasl 3 45 | 48
MiscELLANEOUS (e.p. miner injuries, bruises, I
gores, chilblains, ete ... ten . T —— | 24 24
|
|
ToTAL ... 3 | 121 124
|
|
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HIGHER SCHOOLS.

Group [1. —Defective Vision and Squint (excluding Minor Eye Defects

treated as Minor Ailments —Group [).

{ NosMepEr oF DeErFEers DeEsrt Wirn

Submitted |
to
refraction
by private
[msease or DEFECT Under the | practitioner
Authority’s or at Other- = Total
Seheme Hospital, wige
apart from
the
Authority’s _
5 Scheme |
(1; (2] {3) (4 | (&
SR — |
Hew Cases  ...... HH] 112 G5 276
| |
Errors of Refraction | C e S - A I
(including  Squint). |
| Be-examination
Cases  ......... 161 a6 20 217
estnd | [EhO RN, Shiel .
Other Defect or Disease of the eyes (ex-
cluding those recorded in Group I)......... — 3 - ' 3
BOTRE .t 8ottt 200 151 85 | 406
Total Number of children for whom spectacles were prescribed :—
(@} Under the Authority's Scheme . 283
(&) Otherwise EEE
Tutal Number of children who obtained or received spectacles :—
{(a) Under the Authority's Scheme .. 233

6 herwise A i e 2R
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HICHER SCHOOLS.

Group [11.—Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat.

Breriven OPERATIVE TREATMEXRT

e T e o

By Private |

Under the = Practitioner | Received
Authoritv’s  or Hospital, | other Forms = Total
Scheme, in | apart from | Total of number
Clinic or the Treatment | lreated
Hospital  Authority’s |
Scheme |
(i (2) (3) (4 (6)
Enlarged  tonsils  and |
adenoids. .. .oociaiiniiaiin: ] 19 a0 3 2
|
Mouth Breathing ..o - — - 50 a0
dncll il il | |
62 83

ThmaL.."."."."+¢ 11 14 30
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APPENDIX C.

LIVERPOOL EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

REPORT BY THE INSPECTOR OF PHYSICAL
TRAINING FOR THE YEAR 1928.

The interest and enthusiasmn of teachers for the physical welfare of
ii'll'_" !'\{'I'l(l'[l]_ II{}]Illlﬂtiﬂ_}" llf I,i‘i’[j‘l‘i“ll!l ]I-'-_]_H ]H}'_"l] ]lti_i,i”l-'lillf'll 1'“‘{]'_[2’}!{]'“}
the vear. Brighter teaching methods are generally adopted and the
routine lessons in physical exercise are no longer considered by teachers
and scholars to be dull and monotonous. In fact the lessons in
playgrounds and school halls are looked upon in the majority of
schools as preparation for orgamised games and competitions in public
parks and playing fields.

In order 1o give a comprehensive report for the vear 1928 on the
progress of physical lraining activities in the elementary schools of
Liverpool, both during school hours and after school hours, brief

reports in six sections are summarised as lollows : —

A. Playing Fields. Organised Games, Games Equipment.
B. Summer Holiday Games Supervision in Public Parks, 1928,
C. Elementary School Holiday Camps. Summer, 1928,

D. Swimming Instruction. Public Plunge and Spray Baths. School Plunges ana
Spray Baths.

E. Evening Play Centres, Winter Months,

F. Voluntary Work of the Teachers® Sports Commiitees OUT OF SCHOOL
HOURS.

A. Organised Games. Playing Fields.
Games Equipment.
I'ive playing fields, each of about 8 acres, have been acquired by
the Education Commiltee for elementary scholars, distributed on the

outskirts of the City as follows : —
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Aighurth Area ... Jericho Farm Playing Field ... 8 acres ...in use since 1926.
Wavertree Area...  Sandown Park Playing Field ... 8§ acres ..in use since Nov, 1928
Kuotty Ash Area  Thomas Lane Playing Field ... 5} acres ... use sinee 1922,
Clubmonr Area .. Towngend Lane Plaving Field 81 acres ...in course of preparation
Facakerhey Area Lomg Lane Plaving Fiekd . R acres ...in use since 1921,

The Commillee are al present secking lo acquire additional sites

the Allerton and Norris Green Areas.

Over 50 plaving spaces in Public Parks, varving in size from hall an
aere 1o bwenly acres, are used for organised games, with the approval
of the Parks and Gardens Committee.  These Park playing spaces
wayv, by the decision of the Cily Council, be extended, restricted, or
withdrawn.  The Commitlee’s playing fields are used by elementary
scholars solelv.  Public Parks are of course open for the use of the
whole community, but certain portions are reserved for the use of

children under 14 vears of age.

OF the 282 school departments at which scholars over the age of
11 vears allend, 194 send parties lo playing fields for organised games
during school hours.  Some of these departments, however, use the
Facilities to a very limited extent, I a plaving field or park is easily
aceessible from a school, all departments, including infants, pay visits.
Bovs and girls are equally  encouraged, except during the winter
monkhs; then, Il grounds are damp only boys pay wvisits. A period
o one hour cach week Tor organised games is considered desirable for

seimor scholars,

Fopuipment s stored in the dressing rooms at the Conunillee’s

playing fields, and in storage huls in six parks, as follows:
k1o 8 sets of portable foothall posts (spiked).
I or 2 sets of net ball posts,
1 set of jumping standards.
12 basebull posts (spiked).

S6 flag posts (spiked), ete.
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This equipment is made and maintained by the boys at various
Manual Instruction Centres.  The boys also wake foothall and net ball
posts, ete., for use in the playgrounds of individual schools.  Aboul
£1,200 was expended in 1928 on games malerial and apparatus,

ineluding balls, bats, wickets, ropes, ete.

Time tables of playing periods during school hours are compiled
on behalf of the Education Committee by the Organiser of Physical
Training, after collaboration with Ifead Teachers.  All organised
games and competitions oul of school heurs are conlrolled hj.' Sports
Commitlees of Teachers in connection with the National Union of
Teachers, and the National Association of Schoolmasters. Inter-
school malches are only allowed during school hours on  special
occasions, After school hours the gcames are almost  entirely

competitive matches (inter-school, iter-house, ele.).

The Education Committee have recognised for several years the
ceneral desirability of taking children from the schools in the congested
areas mto the playving fields for organised games, and between £600
and £650 was expended i 1928 on tram fares for lhis purpose.
Fighty-four school departments are included in this ree Transport

=cheme.

B. Games Supervision in Public Parks
during Summer Holidays, 1928.

Since the summer of 1920 the Elementary Schools Management Sub-
Committee has carried out a scheme which assures some definite help in
{:r‘;_:;:,:,ni:iil]}_{ the wames of the poorer children who visit the Public Parks
during the school holidays. For the five weeks of the Elementary

Schools holiday in the presenl year the scheme was as follows :—

Six Parks were chosen:—Sefton Park, Princes Park, Garston
Recreation Ground, Stanley Park, Sheil Park, and Wavertree Play-
ground. In each of the Parks the Committee has maintained for a

number of years a lock-up storage hut.  EFach hut was supplied wiih

the following apparatus :—Nel ball posts and balls, ericket bats and
balls, rounder and baseball outfits, ropes for tug-of-war and skipping,

jumping standards, and boxing gloves,
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A paid staft of three teachers (two men and one woman) was
appointed to be on duty each week day, except Saturdays and Bank
Holidays, m each Park, from 1 to 5 p.m.  Two Head Teachers
Mr. J. P. Callaghan, of St. Sylvester’s R.C. School, and Captain
R. W. Jones, of the Harrington Council School, shared the daties of
Chief Organiser. The payment of the staff was al the rate of 10
per occaslon.

The altlendance of children varied in the different Parks, and
according to the weather. A register of attendances was kepl, and lhe
1'.'.“'."1‘“.‘.’.:*.!‘ ]H.Il."lll!‘rﬁ iiil I“:I}lﬁ ”,l'l{} qi["!}- ﬂﬂ_"lllﬂl]}- Ijlu_‘.jlhg l_ll]{il;‘i' -'-ul]l'!"&'iﬁilf]]l

were estimated as follows : —

Daily Atiendanee :—

Boys. Lairls.
Princes Park ... ies e BOD 210
Stanley Park e 250 90
Sheil Park ... gis yiind | pamd 15
Wavertree Playground e 180 45
Garston Reereation Ground e 164 160

HSefton Park ... 1 T 120

2,064 < 04

———

2,768 children,

Although this scheme caters only for a small percenlage of the huge
nuimber of Liverpool school children who lack opporlunilies to spend
their holidays by the seaside, or in the country air, it 15 pleasing to
know thal belween 2,000 and 5,000 of Lhese scholars were encouraged
and helped to take part in healthy recrealion.

I’he Park-keepers and olher officials of the Parks and Gardens
Committee welcome the presence of teachers in the Parks, and report
that the organisation of games helps to reduce the amount of willul

damage done to shrubs and planls in the period of school holidays.

Cricket for boys and rounders for girls were the games played most
frequently, and a series of inter-park malches in these games created
added interesl. The chief weekly event in each Park was the Sports
Meeting, and the prize fund of 5s. weekly for each Park supplied by
the Elementary =chools Management Sub-Committee was augmented
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by Supervisors and interested spectators. No serious accidents
occurred, and the Supervisors again report that the honesty of the
children in returning bats and balls to the storage huts from distant

playing pitches was commendable.

C. Elementary School Holiday Camps, 1928.
Coxprrions ReEcupating INcLusion rorR GRANTS-IN-AID,
AS APPROVED BY THE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MANAGEMENT SUB- COMMITTEE.
1. That grants be paid only in respect of Camps organised by schools
in the poorest neighbourhoods, and of children from such schools

selected on the grounds of poverty.

2. That the E.3.M. Sub-Committee approve the Camp as suitably
situated, as open to inspection, and reasonably accessible for that
purpose.

#. That the total grant-in-aid of all Camps falls within the limts
recognised by the Board of Fducation for grant purposes in the
particular year.

Previous EXPENDITURE ox GRANTS-IN-AID OF ScHOoOL CAMPS.

Year. Total Grant from the L.E.A. No. of School Camps.
W0 ne BRSO o e e 22
1080w pestinn (s SRBDGO SR VG e T
1922 TRk 0 P
1923 SR R 1 1 e 10
1924 .. 483 100 O .., v 24
1925 PR 1 | sk
1926 SR R B 1
1927 TR 10,0 S 1 e #2

Grants-in-aid, during the years above enumerated, were paid at the
rate of 10s. per week for each child, and £1 per week for each leader.

Scuoor. Hovripay Cames, 1928,
In preparing the scheme for the Summer Hohday, 1928, all
Elementary Schools in Liverpool were circularised inviting applications
for inclusion, and 50 schools sent in applications which were favourably
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considerad and approved by the Elementary Schools Management Sub-
Committee in May, 1925. Owing to the merease in the number of
schools entering the scheme, i1t was found impossible to allocate the
sum of £1 per leader and 10s. per child per week, which had been
aranfed in previous vears. It was decided to reduce the basis of
crant by 25 per cent., i.e., that grants for leaders should be 15s.
mslead of £1, and for children s, Gd. instead of 10s, per week.

Fxpenditure this vear :—

Year. Grant from the L.E.A. Nov of School Camps,

1928 e 21027 00 O ok iy

S LI - " . s v . ' '
Fhis expenditure by the Eduecation Commitlee is included in the
total of 1..E.A. expenditure, which i1s subjeel to a 20 per cenl. granl

from the Board of Fdueation.

Arrangemenls were made for each School Camp to he visited by a
representative of the E.8.M. Sub-Committee.

Teachers and Organisers appreciated the kindly interest of Councillor
. B. Brown, Chairman of the Fducation Committee, Rev. S.
rampton, Miss Bowes, Mr. Iloward J. leeny, and Councillors
Paul, Wilhams, Barry, and O’Mabony, in recording visils ol

mspection,

The Camps were generally reported upon as being well organised ;
the samtary arrangements sufficient ; the food good, and the various
activities health giving.

These grants-in-aid stimulate teachers to organise camping parties
of poor children. 'The organiser of a Camp has to give up a portion
of holiday for the purpose, and to make arrangements for the earrying
out of all duties connected with the transport, feeding, sleeping.
recrealion, and general care of Lhe youthful campers.

It is anticipated that for the Summer Holiday of 1929 more leaders
will bhe fortheoming, more schools ineluded, and more children
accommodaled, if the Elementary Schools Management Sub-Committee
decide to conlinue granting aid for this work.






THE WINNING TEAM.

* The Enelish Schools Team Swimming Championship has been won by Liverpool teams
eisht years out of the last nmine, Banks Road Council School, Garston, having been the
+ " 1E
winners on seven of these occasions.
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D. Swimming Instruction. Public Plunge and Spray
Baths. School Plunges and Spray Baths.

All instruction in swimming is done by eclass leachers and no paid
specialists or coaches are emploved.  Details of the excellent results

obtained during the vear 1928 will appear later in this reporl.

I'he total attendance at the Corporation Public Swimmine Baths and
I_]Il" .‘:'{"IHH}I ‘-';‘“'i”””i”ﬂ' I;illllh flnt' II'H' :'lull."'-i“L ]'-:'L‘-’H .‘ihﬂ'ﬂ'h an il'll,'il'l".i_le’ ovenr
any previous yvear. T'he inerease is more noliceable in the returns

dealing with girls, although the boyvs® ficures record steady progression.

Summary of Attendances : 1425 1927
PrpLic Swissise Barns Phovs, Ciirls, Bova. Clirls.
Summer monthz ... 235,580 130,101 251,774 110,514
Winter months ... . =21 |4, 544 ST.075 10,077

SOHOOL SwiMsMinG BaThs

Sommer months ... 440, 5405 42,459 22,838 45,701
A4 G 157,154 372,501 165,597
— - — — s eF
T2 180 attendances A2 155 atbendanes

Increase :—29.042 attendances in 1928,

The eleven Corporation Public Swimming Baths and the fourteen
School Swimming Baths are used by all schools within easy walking
distance, and in most cases the time tables are completely full. The
provision of more Swimming Baths is seriously needed. This need is
felt chiefly in the new housing areas, where thousands of children are
in new schools which are far too distant from existing Public Swimming
Baths to allow any swimming instruction to be attempted ; and none of
the new schools have school baths., A great number of the children in
this area have experienced the pleasure of swimming instruction in
theiwr former schools, and the children and the teachers regret the lack
of facilities for bathing in their new environment. This is a problem
which, it is hoped, will receive the immediate attention of the Baths

Committee and the Education Committee.



94

Public Baths Attendances, 1928.

SLIPPER AND SERAY

BaTHs.

ATTENDANCES | ATTENDANCES l ATTENDANCES
Name of Bath. | SwiMmine Provees | Swimming PLusces |

| |

Summer Months, 1927, Winter Months, 1928. | Winter Months, 1928,
! Hummer, | Winter. Winter,

Jan. Feb. Mar. Nov, Dee, . Jan. Feb Mar Nov, [Dee,

= e —— e e

Bovs, (FIRLS, | ]-151'5. GirLs. | Boyws, GIRLS,
. - e S T

Comwallis Street | 16,553 11,430 —_ —_ : 544 871
Margaret Street 51,340 15,740 | 23,950 2277 G625 B13
Westminster Rdl. | 36,900 | 18,128 14,938 5,602 769 1,161

Lister Drive ......| 19,156 | 11,900 - - | - -
Picton Road | 16,784 ‘ 5,333 = ) = | 461 176

Speke Road ...... | 23,050 13,665 12,804 | 3,140 - —_

Queen's Drive ... 18,741 : 11,268 — — | - —_
Steble Street ......| 37463 | 17,173 16,955 3,055 '| 1,085 1,318
Lodge Lane ...... 22433 | 14048 1,078 | 380 | 891 818
Burroughs Gdns. | 21,557 ‘ wae | — 0= 1,054
Woolton .oeverennns] 1,525 077 = — | VRN 64
Netherfield Foad ; — — — —— | — | 518
Minshull Street ...| weem i — — - 483 GEG3
BeaconBtrest ... — | — |- — = 2,923 672
ToraLs in 1928 | 265,580 | 130,101 69,521 14,544 9,190 7,928
FERSseesaee oy sy TS > oy

395,681 84,365 17,118

SWIMMERS.

A return by head teachers shows that in Oectober, 1928, of the
children in attendance at school, 6,339 boys and 3,377 girls could
swim at least 25 yards (9,916). The figures for 1927 were : 6,249 boys
and 2,992 girls could swim at least 25 yards (9,241). The large
increase in the number of girl swimmers reflects great credit on the
teachers directly responsible.
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Attendances, School Plunge Baths, 1928,

|
' Total No., of No. of Swimmers,
Name of i No. of weels Scholars® etober, 1928
School Bath. | Size of Bath, Bath was in Attendaneces {able to awim at

: use in 1928, it Bath, least 25 yds.)

' Bovs. | Gmis. | Bovs. | Gires.,
Anfield Road ......... 51 ft. = 24 ft. 13 5044 | 4,044 83 24
Beaufort Street. ...... ad e, x 16 fr. 23 7007 | 5405 132 a5
Birchfield Road ...| 38 ft. x 20 f{t. 22 8,008 7.023 117 127
Boaler Street ......... t 45 fi. = 20 {t. 10 4.830 3,240 2 62
Brae Streef............ 24 ft. > 14 ft. 12 1330 1,298 a3 tid
Daisy Street .........| 19ft. % 15§ ft. 20 1.463 Th4 i3 36
Granton Road ......| 40 ft. > 15 ft. 10 1,234 1,200 37 37

{ Venice
Street)

Harrington . 24 ft. x 133 £t 19 1,480 3,724 45 12
Heyworth Street ...| 30 ft. x 18 ft. 23 4,452 3,073 102 §9
Lawrence Road .| 54 ft. x 24 ft. 18 7,447 6,778 132 114
Longmoor Lane...... i 50 ft, »x 20 ft. i S,400 3,600 A4 17
*Rathbone ............|213 ft. x 154 ft. 2 160 | 28 21
St. Michael's Hamlet|223 fv. x 174 ft. 17 2,260 | 2,340 35 30
*Sefton Park t 40 ft. » 20 ft. = — | = — | -

‘. 49,505 | 42,489 ,

i e :

{ 92,0584

¢

* These Baths were under repair.

The following schools were also accommodated at School Baths:—
All Saints R.C., Holy T'rinity C.E., Walton; Butler Street, Sheil
Road, St. Mary’s C.E., Edge Hill; Webster Road, Earle Road, Rice
Lane, Barlow's Lane, St. John’s C.E., Walton; S. Charles R.C.,
Sudley Road.

Four Council Schools have spray baths on the school premises, which
have been used during school hours to a limited extent only, viz.:—
Everton Terrace, Harrison Jones, S. James and 5. Augustine.
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E. Evening Play Centres, Winter Months.

Thirteen Play Centres have been regularly conducted in school
premises, on Tuesday and Thursday evening, from 3-30 to 7-30 p.m.,
during the months of January, February, March, October, November,

and December.

Ten centres adont both bovs and zirls, one is Tor hoys mll}', and two
are mainlamed exclusively for girls, The boyvs and girls attend in
about equal numbers, and each centre attracts large numbers from the

congested areas in the mmmediate viennty,

The regional distribution of the Play Centres, as at presenl
organised, is considered to be the beslt possible distribution in order
to provide recreation and entertainment for children in the distriets

where the need 1s most essential.  T'he allocation is as follows 1 —

IisTRICT. Name of School in which Play Centre is held.
Scotland Road Area ... Addison Street, Penrhyn Street, and St. Sylvester's,
Garston Area ... Banks Road,

Ceniral Area ... Holy Cross, St, James' Conneil,

South Docks Area ... Harrington Council.

Edge Hill Area... Harrison Jones Couneil.

Netherfield Area Netherdield Road Council,

Islinglon Area ... St Augnstine’s Boys, St, Augustine’s Girls,
Toxteth Area ... Wellington Road Council, 5t. Panls C. K,

A considerable re-orgamsation of the staffs was made at the
commencement of the Session, i accordance with the Sub-Committee s
selection, and five centres :—Wellington Road, St. Paul’s C.E., Holy
Cross, Penrhyn Street, and Netherfield Road, have been conducted by
newly appointed Superintendents. These changes of staffs have
resulted 1n the mtroducthion of fresh schemes of entertainment and
amusement for the children, and are considered a distinet advantace
in developing Play Centre work.

Through the courtesy of Miss Marsh, students from the Liverpool
Physical 'raining College have rendered assistance al eight centres,
and their help is appreciated by the children and welcomed by the
members of the staffs.
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The Supervisors have paid surprise visits to all the Centres, and
report that all Centres are controlled effectively ; that the teachers
appointed are thoroughly interested in their work, and thal over 6,000

poor children are entertained for two hours on each evening of opening.

Visits by members of the Evening Play Centres’ Sub-Commiltee
during periods of normal routine are welcomed by the children and

all workers connected with the scheme.

T'he amount estimated and expended by the Sub-Commnuttee on
Play Centres annually 15 £2,500.  Thus it will be seen that each Play
Centre 1s conducted at a cost of approximalely £200 for the session.
A n extension of the scheme would necessitate the opening of additional
(‘I'l"“llll."ﬁ, !rlljl" 1\']|'i{,'}l 1O ]IH:I”’E":H' “’[Il]lll Ilf"‘ r{'ﬂll]il'l'll1 I|-I.I‘Il'l.'_"l"l;" ii"i 1 {:E{!l,llll
that, if more Cenlres were orgamised, thousands of very poor children
would benefit, but the need for economy has kept the estimated

expenditure within the hmit of £2,500 during the past six vears.

F. Voluntary Work of the Teachers’ Sports Committees
“Qut of School Hours.”

The Liverpool Branch of the N.UT. controls the organisaltion ol
the games and competitions ** out of school hours,”™ open to all girls
in the [";h'li:lt*nlu:l‘_'u' =chools, and the ].ii'i*l']uml Associabion of School-
masters controls the activities open to all bovs,  In addition a parallel
orgamsation 15 conducted by the Cathohie Schools Association for

children attending Roman Catholic Schools.

The annual reports of the Sports Committees of these Associations
vive a very fine record of the exlensive work done by the teachers in
Lhe interests of the physical education and development of the children
of the City.

Fxtracts from these Reports are here appended : —

GIRLS.
By Miss A. M. Molloy (Hon. Secretary, Sports Committee, N.U.'T

[iverpool Branch) :—

o)
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*“The Sports Committee has much pleasure in presenting a report of a very
“ successful year's work carried out by all its supporters with vigour and enthusiasm,
* Its opportunities have been further increased, and its interests widened by joining
“the Lancashire Elementary Schools Athletic Association, and participating in
*the County Sports Festival.

“In Swimming extraordinary progress has been made, and the exceptional
*numbers dealt with have taxed to the ntmost the accommodation provided,”

NET BAILL.
“In the SBenior Net Ball League Competition, 32 schools entered, and in the

* Junior 22"

THE HOCKEY LEAGUE.

“The little group of nine schools which form this league, still plays with the
* aame enthusinam,  As the Competition i3 open to givls up to 13 vears of age, it is
" hoped there will be more support next season from Senior Schools and Central
“ (Mlasses."”

ROUNDERS.

* There are now very few Schools which do not play Rounders as a School game.
* Many of those which do not enter the Leagues, nevertheless play friendly matches
“with League teams,

* The number of Schools in the Senior Leagues was 54.
“The number of Schools in the Junior Leagues was 42,

* This represented a considerable increase on the previous season’s entries for
“ both eompelitions,

ATHLETIC FESTIVALS.
(a) Laxcasmire CoUxty,

** It was unfortunate that the Lancashire County Sports, arranged to take place
** at Nelson on May 26th, preceded the Liverpool Schools’ Sports.

* The points for these successes, added to those gained by the boys, brought
* to Liverpool the honour of holding the Championship Shield offered for the highest
“ aggregate of points obtained by boys and girls. It is felt that the experience of
“ participating in these County Sports will be all to the good in raising standards
* of attainment and increasing skill in new directions, The future inclusion in the
% local sports of the !nng jump and the hurdle race is desiralle, in order tlat girls
“ may take part in all the events in the County Sports next season.”

{b) LiveErrFoOL.

* Thanks to the excellent preparations and the indefatigable help of the judges
*“ and stewards the trial of over 2,000 competitors was dealt with most expeditiously,
“ leaving about 700 to take part in the finals.

“ The usual Country Dances by about 300 children, and the National Dances

* performed in picturesque costume, gave much pleasure.”



i
"

SWIMMING.

* The usual Back Stroke and Free Style Squadron Leagues Competitions have
* been arranged with the following :—

“ Beniors Back Stroke and Free Style ... wr 40 teams.
“Juniors Back Stroke cee 30 leams,

“* This shows an increase of Lhree in the Seniors, and 7 in Lhe Juniors, who are
“evidently, judging by their enthusiasm, enjoying the training in team work.”

CERTIFICATES,
* The number of Swimming Certificales awarded this year has reached the
“ remarkable total of 4,126, These were distributed as follows :—

“Phird, Seeond, Back Stroke, First, Tortal,
1,653 1,233 b | 338 4,126

* Nob only have individual Schools gained larger numbers of Certificates, but
*“ the number of Schools entering children for tests has this seazon risen from 114 to
“131. The total increase in the number of Certificates is 1,053,  Of these 291 were

*awarded to beginners for 50 yards Breast Stroke.

* Interest in Life Saving Tests is being more generally fostered.  This year ten
* Schools have presented candidates, and a total of 192 Certificates was awarded.

* Elementary. Proficiency.  Bronze Medallion,
100 a4 8

* Those givls who gained the Bronze Medallion are to be congratulated on having
* passed a thorough and exacting test, showing considerable efficiency on the part
“of schooloirle”

DERBYSHIRE MEMORIAL COMPETITION.
* A large number of girls entered for this Competition, but only five girls From
*“Garston suceeeded in gualifving in the test—350 yards Breast Stroke in 46 seconds,™

SWIMMING SCHOLARSHIPS.

“There is very keen competition for the free contracts offered by the Baths
“ Committee to girls leaving sehool.  The Encouragement of Swimming Commitiee
“arranges the tests in speed and style, by which the selection is made. These awards
“are much coveted, and are a valuable means of encouraging promising young
“swimmers to become more proficient. This year, twenty-five were gained by

** gehoolgirls.”

GALAS,

“ Last year it was found that some galas were uncomfortably erowded, and
* consequently difficult to organize and contrel. It was, therelore, decided to hold
“ geven instead of the usual six, the seventh being an extra one at Westminster Road.
“ AN were =0 well attended and supported that the increased number was fully
* justified.”
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BOYS AND GIRLS.

By Mr. J. P. Callaghan (President, Liverpool and District Catholie
=chools Association) :—

Aozt every beanich of Athletics and ﬁ};u_rl'i. s been catered !Fl;_u', and it 18
* pneouraging to record a growing interest in the Association’s activities as shown

“in the im‘i':-twijl:,; puimber of entries for the varons Competitions,

= 0f 50 schools eligible to compete in the Athletic Festival, 45 actually took part.
“Phis means that, either divectly or indirectly, some 30,000 children are concerned

“in the work of e Association,”

ANNUAL ATHLETIC FESTIVAL.
“ Maore than 2,000 bovs and giels from 45 schools took part in the Preliminary

“ Heals,™

FOoorBALL,
“The season shows a record number of entries—I37 schools providing

“ keen competition for honours in the 1st, 2nd, and Junior Divisions of the League.
“In the ° Daily Disptach’ Competition the loeal shield was won by St. Edward’s
“ Orphanage, who, after a keen struggle which necessitated *extra time,” trinmphed
“oaver B, ﬁ}‘lx—':iﬂter'a by 3 woals to 2. The Winners then went on to defeat the
5 1']|ilitlj;1i'§lll gchools of Salford, Leigh, and Leeds.™

“ o the * Catholie Schools Cap Final " on the Liverpool F.C. Ground, 36 Edward’s

“ pnee again defeated St, Sylvester's by 2-0.7
NET BALL.

* The gawme is inercasing in popularity.  Twelve teams entered and very keen
* competition vesulted.”

CRICKET.
“* We are |l-|l.':l.\.-ﬂ.'l.| to note an mereasing interest in our national sumimer game,

* Thiee separate Leagues were required this year.”
BASEBALL.

* Also shows an inereaze in popularity.’

EWIMMING,
*The entries in thiz Competition were again disappointing.  This is difficult
“ {o understand, considerin the facilities now offered at the various Baths,”

BOXING.
“The *Boxing Toumnament’ attracted a record number of entries. Four
* evenings were required for elimivation before the Finalists were chosen,”
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BOYS.

By Captain J. R. Beckett, M.C. (IHon.Secretary, Sports Committee,
N.ALS., Liverpool Branch):—

“Your Sports Committee iz once again priviledged to report the continuing
* suceess of the Association’s efforts and activities on behalf of the physical welfare
** and athletics of the schoolboys of Liverpool While every branch of the Sports
“ Committee’s organisation remains vigorous and efficient, fresh records have been
“sct up in football and cricket, and conspicuous suecess has marked Liverpool's
“entry on new ground in connection with track athletics.”

FOOTBALL

* For the Leagues’ Competition there were 140 teams entered from 88 schools,
“while 53 teams were entered in the season’s Knock.out Competition,  This was
“an inerease of theee teams on the preceding season,

* In the Lancashirve County Championship the Liverpool boys reached the Final
tound for the fourth vear in succession,”

CRICKET.

* Attention is specially divected to the remarkable advance in popularvity of the
* Uricket Competitions.  In 1924 there were 80 teams enterved, 101 in 1925, 115 in
= 1926, and an increase of four teams in the following yvear. Last scason there was
“a new record of 130 competing teams.”

BASEBALL.

* Forty-seven teams took part in the Bascball Leagues, an increase of one over
* the preceding year.  As in cricket the various inter-school games were contetied
“with the keenest rivalry and fine sportsmanship.”

ATHLETIC FESTIVAL.

* Long-continued and arduous efforts on the part of the Athletic Festival
“ Committee were well rewarded by the brilliant suceess which attended the May-
" Day Athletic Spots, There was a recond entry of 2500 competitors, One could
* hardly look on that wonderful assembly of young athletes and mark their physical
“fitness and fine sportsmanship without feeling that this was a work well worth
* doing, and here done well.”

LANCASHIRE COUNTY SPUORTS.

“In the inter-town contests Liverpool representatives aclueved a servies of
* brilliant suceesses, securing an aggregate of 33 points out of a possible 38, the
* Bir Lees Knowles Cup for Boys' events, and the Alderman Aitken Shicld for Boys'
“and Girls' events.”

SWIMMING.
“ Interest in the Swimming Leagues’ competitions has been well maintained
“in both Divisions.
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* By winning the Northern Counties’ Schoolboy Team Swimming Champion-
““ ghip, Banks Road onee again qualified for the Final of the English Schools’ competi-
* tion, contested at Leicester, Shillington Street (London) secured the Barker Shield
* by the narrowest of marging over Banks Road.

“The usual ten district Swimming Galas were organised, and were all well
* supporied.™

“*With the object of encouraging versatility among our schoolboy swimmers
* your Sports Committee has introduced a new award, called the * Proficiency *
“ Certificate, intended to mark a high standard of attainment in cach of the three
* accepted swimming sbyles, viz,, free.style, breast-stroke, and back-stroke. Fur
" this first year of award 94 boys succeeded in passing the severe tests imposed,
“ 172 boys gained speed awards, 1,264 qualified for distance certificates, and 2,118
" passed for beginners' certificates ; a total of 3,648, a decrease of aboutl 350 on the
** previous year, but more than accounted for by the fact of the discontinuance of the
* back-stroke certilicate awards,

A notable increase of interest in the awards for proficiency in life-saving is to
“ be recorded.  In the examinations of the Royal Life-Saving Society, 291 clementary
“ gertificates, 174 proficiency certificates, and 29 bronze medallions, were gained :
“ a total of 404 awards as against 237 in the previous year.

“ Your Sports Committee is annually charged with the control and administra-
“ tion of the many sided organisation of the sports and games of our boys, but it is
“to the host of colleagues who give so abundantly of their leisure in training their
“ scholars to take a worthy part in the hurly-burly of inter-school games, and in
*inculcating the highest ideals of good sportsmanship on the playing-fields, that
* chief credit is due for the year's suceesses in 1928, It is good to know that our
* young colleagues are prepared to shoulder the work with unabated vigour and
* enthusiasm each succeeding year.”

The Inspector of Physical T'raming, in presenting this Report to
the Flementary Schools Managemenl Sub-Committee, wishes to
emphasise the extent and greal value of this willing work of the
teachers of Liverpool for the physical welfare of the children oul of
school hours. It is recommended that letters of appreciation be sent

to the Teachers’ Associations responsible, viz., the National Union
of Teachers, the National Association of Schoolmasters, and the
Catholic Teachers” Association.

ALFRED E. HARRIS,

Inspector of Physical 'T'raining.
March 9th, 1929,



