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CITY OF LIVERPOOL.

e B —

EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

REPORT of the MEDICAL OFFICER to the
Education Authority for the Year ended

31st December, 1921.

-
-

The Medical Officer begs 1o submit the following Report of the
work of the School Medical Service for (he year ended $1st

December, 1921,

No additions have been made during the year to the medical
stafl, though two vacancies avising from ihe resignations of Dr.
Tichardson and Dr. Belam were filled by the appointments of D

Mary Mclugh and Dr. Margaret Ormiston.

The full requirements of the Board with regard fo the inspection

of the children, attending both Elementary and Higher Schools,

were complied with and arrears of work were overtaken.

e following new Clinics were opened during the year :—
(1) A Minor Ailments Clinie and Defeetive Vision Clinie in
Green Lane, Old Swan, o replace the Clinic in Der

Lane, closed in December, 19210 '

(2) A Minor Ailments (Mlinie at St Dunston’s Parish

off Tarle Road, replacing the Clinic off Lodge Lon

which was closed in the summer of 1920.
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(3) A Dental Clinic at the Netherfiold ]mu.l Tuberculosis
Institule,

(4) An Aural Clinic at the North Dispensary, Vauxhall Road.

The nursing stafl has been supplied by the Health Committes,
with the exception of the work at the Minor Ailments Clinies at the
North Corporation School and al Garston, and the visitation of
cerlain Garston Schools, this work being carried out by Distriet
Nursing Associations,

The Ilealth Committee's staft working for the Fducation
Committee numbered 37, of wlom 19 were working more or less
constantly at the various Clinies, and 18 were detailed ofi for
assisting the Medical Officers in the schools and following-up at the
homes.  This number has proved to be insuflicient as, in view of
the additional inspections required by the Board of Bducation, the
extent of the work during the year inereased without any increase
Jin the numbers of the nursing stafl,

There were at the end of the year 161 Public Elementary Schools,
with an average number on the rolls for the year of 189,518, and an
Aaverage attendance of 123,320 or 884 per cent., the highest average
since 1913,

The School Medieal Officers have during the year earried oul
135,492 examinations relating to 86,050 Elementary and Higher

School children, as shewn in more detail below =—

Public Elemeutar]f Schools.

Routine examinations ... e 43,469
Special examinations ., e 13,795
Re-inspections .., Ty
Total number of inspections ... e 120,546

Number of individual children inspected 82,444
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Higher Schools.

Rouline examinations .. 2 668
Special examinations .. 287
Re-inspections ... 2,991
Total number of inspections ... 2,946

Number of individual childven inspected 3,580

PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS,

Personal Hygicne.

The experiences of the Doctors and School Nurses continue {o
shew much want of knowledge on the part of parents and children
of the rudiments of domestic economy and hygiene, To quoie a few
examples: many parents believe that a child 1s not healthy without
pediculi in the head ; others consider thatl they breed spontaneounsly
owing to *‘ a poor state of the blood.” ;

The diet 1s frequently inappropriate, consisting too lavgely of
tea, bread and margarine, cakes, and chip potatoes.

Late hours are prevalent, irrespective of any Summer Time Aet.
In an enquiry made during the year as to the effleets of Summer Time
upon the health of the children it was found that, in ovder to induce

the children to go to bed (and even to school), bribery with pence
was very prevalent,

(Jeanliness and clothing are matters to which, in eerlain
families, but little consideration is given, vepaivs {o clothing,
if done at all, being effected by means of pins and pieces of ﬂl.l-fug..
The school medieal inspection has, however, considerably helped
the teachers in raising and maintaining the standard of eleanliness,

An enguiry info the teaching of Hygiene is being condueted by
the Education Commitiee.  There can be no doubt that consider-
able improvement in the health, outlook and happiness of the
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nising generalion resulis, where adequate atfention is I"“i‘l to this
Rlﬂ'.—ll"'i* "“”1_11.'-"5-‘4'”!-4 o l'll'llll!jlll"".‘"‘. Fre<h v, clothing, diet, ete.,
are sufliciently emphasised.

Heights and Weichts,

® —

In the Annual Report for 1917 there were iven the weights of
children due for rvoutine examination in certnin  selected but
typical schools, in poor, fair and good neighbourhoods, and
comparison was made with the weights recorded for the sane
schools in 1914,  The result of the comparison was o shew that,

- speaking generally, there was an all round improvement of the
children, particularly in the poorer districts.

Particulars have been obtained for 1921 of the leights and

- weights of children attending the same schools as were previously

compared, a few additional faiv and good schools being added in

order to make the numbers of each group sufliciently large for

- comparative purposes.  The following tables give the comparison

of the weights for the three years, with the heights of the ehildren

for 1921. The figures for the eight yvear old group arve available
for the first time,

The weights, except in the case of boys of 12 and givls of 6
from poor neighbomhoods shew a distinet improvement on hoth
the 1914 and 1917 figures. These observaiions would seem to he

~ borne out by the reports of the Seliool Medieal Officers that the
E_Ii“tl‘iﬁllﬂ of the children generally was satisfactory.

i So far as the heights are concerned, the averages shewn in the
table are, with the exception of the boys at 13-14, almost wdentical
with the averages shewn in the Annual Report for 1914 for all

schools. The boys at 13 ave slightly smaller than the average
am 1914, The figures’ for the schools in good, fair and poor
neighbourhoods for 19141917 were not available for comparison
Ppurposes,
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Uncleanliness.

Amongst the routine eases examined a verminous condition o

the heads requiring treatment was reported in 5,423 eases, or 1255

per cent. ; this represents 1976 per cent, of the givls and 52 per cent.
of the boys, that is, approximately four times as many cases amongst
oirls as amongst boys., This proportion is similar to that reported in
previous vears, but the percentage of neglected heads is only about

half of that recorded about eight or nine years ago.

So far as the body and clothing were concerned, 2,876 children,
or 66 per cent., were reporied unclean, the proportion of boys and

girls being approximately the same.

In all, the Nurses made 117,300 examinations or re-examinations
for eleanliness during the yvear, and found 11,056 children uneclean.
In many cases one or more children in a family are found over and
over again in a verminous or dirty condition : this necessitates mor
or less constant supervision even though temporarily the conditiom
may have heen remedied.

As in previous yvears the cases arve visiled at the homes by ﬂl;‘i
School Nurses of the Health Committee’s staff, and these officials
take any action that may be necessary under Section 35 of the
Liverpool Corporation Aet, 1913, During the year 133 statutory
notices calling upon parvents to cleanse their children were served,
87 children being cleansed by the parents and 46 by the staff, Tt

was not found necessary to take legal proceedings in any cases.

During the year 9,859 children were eleansed, either voluntarily
or compulsorily, at the two Cleansing Stations, 4,457 being eleansed
at Mansfield Street and 5,402 at Beacon Street, these being a shiglit
falling off from the 1920 figures. ;

In the Liverpool Corporation Aet, 1921, certain importan

additions fo the powers previously secured  were granfed by
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Parliament. Under the new powers it will be possible to inflict
a fine uf-]llf- on the parent or guadian for failing to comply with
the first notice within 24 hours.

Certain verbal alterations in the old elause were also secured, viz.,
(a) the substitution of the word *“ infected ' as i found in Seclion
],?,3 of the Children Aet for ““infested,”” and (#) the use of the words

€ an unclean condition ™ instead of “a foul or filthy condition.”

Both alterations render the statutory notice less objectionable to
the parents or guardians, and the offence less difficult to prove
before a magistrate should it become necessary to take a case info

Court.

The Section, which comes into force on April 1st, 1922, reads as

follows :—

46G0.—(1) The Medieal Officer or any person provided with
and if requived exhibiting the authority in writing of the
Medical Officer may examine the person and clothing of any
child (other than children in boarding schools including re-
formatory and industrial schools) and if on examination the
Medical Officer or any sueh authorised person as aforesaid shall
be of opinion that the person or clothing of any such child is
infected with vermin or is in an unclean condition the Medical
Officer may give nolice in writing to the parent or guardian or
other person who is liable to maintain or has the actual custody

of such child requiving such parent guardian or other person to

eleanse the person and clothing of such child within twenfy-
four hours after the service of such notice, In any such notice
it shall be suflicient to designate the person to be served as the
parent guarvdian or other person liable to maintain or having
the actual custody of the child whose person or elothing vequives
1o be cleansed.

et b al AL SRS
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(2) Tf the person to whon any such notice as aforesaid is 3

wiven fails to comply therewith within the preseribed time he

shall on swmmary conviction he liable to a fine not exceeding

ten shillings and the Medical Oflicer or some Person provided

if required exhibiting the authority in writing of the

with and
child veferred to in such notice

Medical Officer may vemove the
and may cause the person and clothing of such child to be

properly cleansed in suituble  premises and with suitable

appliances and if necessarvy for {hat purpose may withoul any
warrant other than this Act convey to such premises and there:

retain such ehild until such cleansing is effected.

(3) Where after the person and clothing of a child has been
cleansed under this section the parent orv onardian or other
person liable to maintain the child allows him to get into such
a condition that it is again necessary to proceed under this
shall on summary

section the parent guardian or other person

convietion be liable to a fine not exceeding ten shillings.

L3 . 5 & u Ko
(4) The examination or cleansing of females under this
section shall only be effected either by a person duly qualifi
as o medical practitioner or by a female person being a member

of the staff of the Medical Officer.

(5) For the purpose of this section the expression “ child 4

means a person under the age of fourteen years.
During the year cerlain new methods of curing verminous infee-

tion, especially of the liead, have come to the fore, and the prospeet

of controlling this most unpleasant condition is much more hopeiul

for the future. The placing upon the market of a special soap at

a reasonable cost within e
tion of a special steel comb, ave two of the methods referred to.

sy reach of every parent, and the inven-

latter is too expensive o be used by parents in the poorer distriets,

but is invaluable at Clinies and ('leansing Centres, and by its means

he removal of nils from the hair is fueilitated.  The practiee
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lecently adopted in bad eases has been to encourage the pavents to
ttend the Cleansing Centres with their children, and to get them
yremove with the special comb the nits from thew children’s heads.
Vith regard 1o the special soap, experiments were carried out al
he Minor Ailments Clinies and al the Cleansing Centres, and it was
ound of real practical value in killing the lice and loosening nits,
ind is now recommended for use in the homes,  The soap contains
L high percentage of bireh tar, a substance deleterious to the louse,
whilst according to experiments carried out by Dr. Auden, of
Viemingham, the soap has a lethal effeet on the embryo in the nits
n a large number of cases, though more than one application might
he necessary Lo destroy all the viable embryoes,

Minor Ailments.
Included under this term are various skin diseases, minor injuries,

sar diseases, external eve diseases, efe.  Of these seabies, ringworm

nd ear diseases are deall with elsewhere in this Report.  Of

he remainder of the cases the School Medieal Officers would see
omparatively few were it not for the Minor Ailments Clinies, to
¢ hich the feachers send a large proportion of the cases which come
o their knowledge and are not receiving treatment elsewhere, One
Wlvantage of treatment at these Clinies is that by an arrangement of
ime Cards it is possible to count the attendance at the Clinie as
tendance at school. The Clinics, by providing regular and suil-
ﬂﬁl& treatment, prevent. many cases from becoming sufliciently
rious to cause absence from school, secure an early return to
@nnl in the case of absentees, and whilst treating the cases allow

the Committee to continue to earn the Government Grant for school
' a§m¢1anr e.

Thﬂ cases treated at the Clinies comprise impetigo and septic
Fa&eﬂ which form nearly half the cases on the booles, minor injuries

as culs, bruises, abrasions, scalds or burns, ringworm of the

dy, certain other skin conditions, discharging ears and various
nal eye diseases.
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Two Minor Ailments Clinies were opened during the year; o
in Green Lane, Old Swan, in April, to replace the Clinie in Derby |
Lane which had been closed in the previous December, and the other
in the St. Dunstan’s Pavish Hall, off Farle Road, in August, to serve
the Smithdown Road arca formerly catered for by the Lodge Lang
Clhinie. Both these Clinies have bheen well attended. There are now
six Clinies in all, bul the one at Frskine Street is worked in 4
independent sections,

The following Table shews the attendance at these dilferent
Clinies, and it will be seen that nearly 1,000 children are now in
average attendance on school days.  On the Saturdays the attens
dances dropped to 585, or 84 per Clinie, as against 154 per Clinie
on the other days of the week. The Table also shews the maximum
attendance at each Clinie on any one day during the year.

Table C.—Shewing Attendances, ete., at the Minor Ailments Clinics I
dm’mp the ycar ended 3lst Dcccmhcr 1921.
Total | Average daily attendance,
CLixics. New No. of
Cases. Attend- | Exeluding | Saturdays
nneos, Saturdays. only.
Norrn CoORromaTIiON ... 2,955 36,001 1658-8 9.5
Garstox T R 102-2 89
Sv. Duxstax’s ., 45 1,083 10,712 133-3 120
(Opened 29/ Bf:ﬂ,‘p
Epskise STRREED e 4,428 563,251 2495 14-G
O Bway 1,201 15,701 934 67
(Ro-opened E;'-if
Sr. Gaprre's .. 1,116 30,108 1837 87
Totaws vor 1921 ...| 14,345 176,700 030-0 GO-4
Torars vor 1920 ... 0,437 116,130 | 10 150
Torars ror 1919 .., 6,530 80,123 I .- —
Torars vor 1918 ... 2,167 I 26,762 I —_ -
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The opening of the Aural Clinic has been of distinet service in
improving the efficiency of the Minor Ailments Clinies, as most of
the ear cases under treatment there were referved to the Xural
(linie for detailed examination by the Specialist, and for advice as
to the most suitable treatment to be adopted. By this means many
were cured or improved in a short time, and were able to cease allen-
dance at the Minor Ailments Chinies. -

Certain districts in the North of the City, including Kirkdale,
Walton and North Everton, still remain to be provided for, bul the
need for a Clinic in these neighbourhoods is not guite so great as in
the districts already served,

Ringworm,

During the year there were 661 reported cases of Ringworm of
the Scalp, as compared with 586 in 1920, After examination by
ﬂm School Medical Officers 106 were found not to be gennine
cases, the number of actual cases being, therefore, 553, as com-
pared with 477 the previous year.

The following Tuble shews in pereentages the duration of the
verified cases outstanding at the end of the years 191D, 1920 and

lliﬁﬁl -

1._:5-1;—4_ e ——

! ; Duration. 1919, 1920, 1921,

M Wlnder 8 months .. .. e o 119 17 4 213

-@_-a B mopthe: i w9800 88:5 34 8

6 to 9 months a28-0 20-2 257

9 to 12 months ... 156 12-2 50

| BES 18 menths ... ... . o 1O 53 79

P‘I‘&: 18 months ... 46 G4 10

1000 1000 100-0

| i
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It is satisfactory to note the tendency towards a shorter duration
of the disease.

All cases of Ringworm are seen as soon as possible after being
reported, and again at intervals of a few weeks, with a view in the
first case to diagnosis and later on to re-admission to school when
fit. Cases suitable for X-ray treatment, and not able to afford treat-
ment privately, are recommended for treatment at the Clinie. A
much larger number of parvents than usual asked for X-ray treat-
ment, and the Clinie had to be opened on 50 occasions, 173 new
cases being treated, as compared with 108 cases in 1920, It is
probably this increase in the number of cases treated at the Clinie
that has reduced the average duration of absence from school.

Owing Lo the close supervision which has been kept by the Medical
Department over this disease during the past 10 years, the numbers
have been considerably reduced, and compare favourably with those
reported in other largedowns.  Thus, from the Annual Reports from
seven of the largest towns, the number of cases of Ringworm in
1919 or 1920 per 10,000 in average attendance was as follows —
136, 91, 195, 150, G7, 116, 310, whilst the number in Liverpool was
39 in 1920 and 46 in 1921.

The attached diagram shews the prevalence of Ringworm of the
Scalp and Rangworm of the Dody  amonest school children in
Liverpool since 19049, when the records were fivst kept, Tn that year
the Education Commitlee insisted uvpon a medical certificate heing
produced before re-admission to school, This, however, did nol check
the disease, and at mid-summer, 1911, the certificates of the School
Medical Officers only were aceepled.  The heneficial effects of this
step were seen the following year, whenthere was a big drop in tlie
number of new cases. The Xoray elinie was opened in March, 1913,
and though treating only one-sixth or one-seventh of the eases, yet,
by its more rapid cure of the disease, contributed further towaris
the diminution of the cases subsequently.  After 1912 the fignres
for Ringworm of the Body follow closely those of Sealp Rin g worm,
no special administrative steps having been taken with repard to
the former, which is usually easily recognised and readily treated.
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It may be mentioned that the Scaip Ringworm cwrve is based
on the gross cases reported and not on the figures afler the diagnosis
has been confirmed.

~In the treatment of Ringworm of the Scalp by X-rays it is
frequently necessary to treat the eniire seal P, and this requires the
exposure of five over-lapping aveas. These exposures are from
two-and-a-half to four minutes’ duration in each case, according {o
the stength of the current used, and are administored after the hair
has been cut at the first visit of the child to the Clinic. The cutting
* of the hair over the entire head is insisted upon, even when one area
only is to be treated.
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The parent is subsequently given a box of ointment and printed
instructions as to its use, and also for the care of the head after the
treatment. The child is re-examined after a lapse of three weeks,
when it is usually found that the hair has ecompletely fallen from
the areas exposed to the Rays. The School Medical Officer is then
notified, and in due course inspection at the Office follows, and the
child, if fit, is passed for school. Re-inspection is made after a
period of three months to note the re-growth of the hair, which is
usually complete after a period of six months from the date of
treatment. The new hair is usually stronger and thicker than the
original growth. '

The usual interval of time between the first attendance at the
Clinic and the final passing of the child as being free from infection
15 from four to five weeks.

With the installation at the Clinie, which has now been in use for
over nine years, well over one thousand cases have been treated,
the total number of exposures being about three thousand.

The troubles experienced with X-ray tubes during the later years
of the war, when the gupply fron’ America became insufficient and
suilable glass for their manufacture was not to be had in England,
have now been overcome, and tubes can be obtained of TFanglish
manufacture which will stand the current for indefinite periods
without alteration in vaeuum. This is an important point, as a tube
which varies makes uniform trealment impossible, and considerably
increases the chances of unsuitable dosage.

Ringworm of the Body was reported in 521 cases, as compared
with 549 and 441 in the two years previous. This disease is easily
cured, and seldom prescnls administrative difficulties.

Scabies.

There were 898 cases of Scabies reported amnongst school children
during the year, these figures shewing a marked decline over th
reported during the past three years which were as follows:
1,237 in 1920, 1,104 in 1919, 1,179 in 1918. The numbers, however,
annually reported before the war were between 500 and 600,
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I'roqu&nt visits by the nursing stafl to the homes have heen paid
o urge the necessity of regular treatment, and frequent periodical
examinations have been made by the medical staff with a view fo
:---.=. ifying as to the fitness or otherwise of the children for school,
‘and to advise the parents in the carrying out of the treatment, but
| the average absence from school still remains unnecessarily long,

In view of the absence of baths and other domestic facilities,
wing to the shortage of house accommodation, it is almost im-
possible for many of the parents to carry out adequately the {reat-
ment at home, and much delay in securing a cure consequently
sults. It would, therefore, appear very desirable to provide one
more treatment centres, and to throw these centres open {o

persons of all ages. This procedure has been adopted with success
in other areas.

The usual treatment by Sulphur Ointment is often persisted in
;.';_',' er the Scabies infection has been cured, and an er uption known as
Sulphur Dermatitis is frequently set up, very closely resembling
1 ':'.‘* e original eruption eaused by tlie Scabies insect. This Dermatitis
s often difficul 1o cure, and no doubt leads in many instances fo
',s . cu]ty in deciding when a cure has been effected, and in such
ases delay in re-admission to school may arise.

External Eye Diseases.

At the routine inspections 638 cases of external eve diseases, or
6 per cent., were discovered, as compared with 2:0 per cent. for
ast year, {wo out of every three being eases of Blepharitis and one
ut of every four being Conjunctivitis,

The former is a condition often associated with poor nutrition
nd want of cleanliness, and was present almost entirely in the
poorer districts. Conjunctivitis was also more prevalent in the
rer districts, but was often caused not so much by home con-
ons as by infection from other children, this ocewrring sometimes

pidemic form. A large proportion of the cases are treated at the
[inor Ailments Clinica.

y
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Defective Vision and Squint.-

Amongst the children of 8 and 12 years of age, the only ones

to have a systematical examination of the eyesight, there were
discovered G,220 cases of defective vision, or 23 per cent.,
compared with 255 per cent. in 1920,

The great majority of the cases treated were dealt with under
the Iducation Committee’s scheme, as the Iospitals no longer
provide treatment for school children, and very few of the par&n
can afford the fees of the specialist. Details of the Committee's
arrangements were given in the last Annual Report. A consider-
able increase (approximately 50 per cent.) in the number of ney
cases treated has to be reported, 4,149 having been examined
spectacles under the Committee’s scheme. Of these, 3,627, ol
85 per cent., were treated at the consulting rooms of the approve
doctors, and the remainder at the three Clinics where all th
re-examinations, 1,565 in number, were carried out.

There were thus 5,714 cases examined, either as new o
as re-examinniion eases, and in 5,280 cases new glasses wen
preseribed.

An analysis made of 3,000 eyes refracted by the Chmm‘it,
Eye Doctors gave the following results :— i

Hypermetropia ... 1,085 or 30 9%
Hypermetropie astigmatism oo 981 or 82T %
Myopia .- 216 0or 929% -

Myopic astigmatism ... ... 966 or 11‘-9%_
Mixed astigmatism ... e 218 or T3 % .
Emmetropia ... 61 or 2:0%
Refraction impossible 23 or {}8%‘ :

——

3,000

r

1
These ficures ave similar to those worked out in 1913, h
figures provided by other Authorities in their Annual Reporis.

y

Ll



20

A squint was recorded in 31°G per cent. of the cases referred {o
the Lye Surgeous, nebulae (or sears on the cornea intor fering wiih
the sight) in 25 per cent., and disease or defect within the eye
itself in 1 per cent.  These were chiefly cases of cataract,
choroiditis and optic atrophy, approximately hall of these being
- congenital.

Amonst the children seen at the routine inspections, squint was
recorded in 259 per cent., as compared with 2:44 per. cent. in 1920
that is, squint is present in approximately one in every 41 children,
whilst, as mentioned above, it is present in approximately one in
~every three cases of defective eyesight. In a large number of
- cases the squint develops before school life and vemains untreated
‘until after the first routine examination of the children at school.
"It is well kuown that the sighi in a squinting eye usually
~deteriorates rapidly from want of use, and that it is a very
difficult matter to bring back satisfactory vision to such an eye
once the sight has been allowed to deferiorate. Consequently, it
is a matter of great importance to oblain treatment for squint as
soon as it is discovered, by obtaining glasses to remedy the ocular
defect, which is in most cases the cause of the squint. It is not
until the child is somewhat older that the proper practising of the
defective eye can be undertaken. In many cases of squint,
however, the sight in the squinting eye has so badly deteriorated
by the time that treatment by the specialist is sought, that the
hances of recovery of the sight are very poor unless the parents
and child ave prepared to co-operate in carrying out the special
exercises advised. I is found, as a maiter of experience, that this
is practicall v never done except in the better neighbourhoods of the
City, and even there by no means invariably. As a result, much
expense is incurred with little real result. Similar remarks
re practising defective eyes were made in the last Annual Report,
but the remarks applied to amblyopic (or defective) eyes in general
and not  specially  to squinting eyes. Tt is a matler for
oculists to consider seriously whether, at the present time, it is
wise to order glasses where there is a defective eye (whether
or not associated with squint) in which the sight has seriously
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deteriorated without at the same time the parents giving an under-
taking thatl the children will carry out carefully and for the lengtl
of time advised all the necessary exercises and precantions.

Many parents and childven apparenily think that their obliga-
tions cease as soon as the glasses are provided, and that nothing
further is necessary, as after the glasses have been worn for
short time they are disused, mislaid or broken, or in other cases
are worn only in school, despite printed and verbal instructions
given to children and parvenis. As has been mentioned in previous
Reports, the responsibility must be shared by the parents and the
teachers, as the Medical Officer can only visit the schools at long
intervals, It is interesting to note that in the Girls' ]Jﬂpurtmm]‘
of one school, out of 49 girls who should have been wearing
glasses seven only were wearing them, and of these four admitied
to the doctor that they only put them on because he was in the
school.  On another occasion a surprise visit was paid to a depd
ment which had been recently inspected, and it was found thak
only one out of 39 children who had been provided with glasses
was wearing them. It is not unknown for children when llsk_'.
why they are not wearing their glasses to give as the reason that
they did not know that the doctor was coming, But, generally
speaking, the reason for the non-use of the glasses appears to arise
from comments of the other children.

The figures for 1921 with regard to the non-wearing of gluss-_
closely resemble those for 1920, in that approximately 36 per cen 3
of the children were not wearing their glasses when examined by
the School Medical Officer. The ficures vary with the diﬁerﬂl_.‘;
neighbourhoods, being worst in the poorer districts, and it has to
be remembered the figures represent a betler condition of affairs
than is normally existent, as the cluldren make a speeial efort to
wear their glasses whilst the School Medical Officer is ab
school.

At the root of the trouble is the ignorance or indifference of the
parents, or the want of parental control. The whole matler
received the attention of the Committee towards the end of the
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i' and, acting on the suggestion of the Medical Officer, they
‘decided that, as far as possible, the teachers should keep at the
ool the glasses of the children who do not regularly wear them.
This should eusure the vegular wearing of the glasses at school,
and the prompt reporting of damage to the frames or lenses.  The
scheme was tentatively put into operation at one school, and the
Head Teacher reporled that a certain proportion of the children
itﬂted that their parents had said they must take their glasses
home. Subsequent investigation proved that very few of those
who took the glasses home ever wore them in school.

Another matter to which attention has to be drawn is the fact
that practically no effort is made to get glasses repaired when
broken, or replaced when lost, except under pressure from the
office after a re-inspection of the children by the School Medical

Officer.

During the year, nolices were sent to the parvents of 1,129
'g’hlldren urging upon them the necessity of regularly wearing the
lasses, and in 2,804 instances with regard to the repairs of
.raken glasses or the replacement of lost or unsuitable glasses.

Tonsils and Adencids.

Of the routine childven examined, 4,044 (93 per cent.) were
‘eonsidered to be suffering from enlarged tonsils or adenoids, or
"Ebt]l 0f these cases 815 (1'9 per cent.) were referred for lrmi-
ment, as compared with 31 per eent. in 1920 and 29 per cent.

,’i.ﬁ].ﬂ, whilst 3,229, or 74 per cent., were kepl under uhs-en.lfmm
t is not unusual to find more than one member of a family
suffering from tonsils and adenoids, and, as both Sir Clifford
Allbult and Siv William Osler have observed, it is one of the
*3‘ Yections in which the influence of heredily is most obviously
seen, whilst Kyle holds that the cause of the tendency to adenoids
is frequent];r found in the inherited family nose. The strumous
diathesis is also cousidered to be an important pre-disposing factor
in many cases, but these growths frequently occur in otherwise
healthy families living in perfectly sanitary swroundings and
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without any attributable ecause. As mentioned in a previous
Report, it is becoming inereasingly rare to find children with the
marked symptoms. associated with neglected treatment of these
defects.  This beneficial result may be justly claimed as one of the
obvious results of medical inspection.

The signs and symptoms of each case for which treatment 1
advised are entered on the medical record cards for future use at
the Clinic, should the child eventually be sent there.

In 924 cases in which the advisability of operation was doubtful,
the cases were sent to see the Committee’s Throat Surgeon at the
Clinic; in 94 of these cases the Surgeon advised operation. This |
metliod, by which the Surgeon’s opinion can be obtained before |
arrangements arve actually made for treatment, is a very useful
one, and will be availed of in the future as far as the time of t
Surgeon will permit.

Qo far as the treatment is concerned, the great majority of cases
treated were operated on at the Tonsils and Adenoids Clinic at .__.:
North Dispensary, as the Hospitals now refuse to treat such edy |
and the private doctors’ fees for the operation are more than |
majority of the parents of the elemenary school children can aﬁ . |

|
|
|
|

During the year the Clinic was opened on 123 occasions, and 1,329
children were operated on, an average of 10'8 per occasion. The
operalions comprised removal of tonsils only in 742 cases, remow il
of adenoids only in 227 cases, and removal of both tonsils and

adenoids in 356 cases; total 1,325. v

Mr. Yorke, the Surgeon at the Clinie, reports that the sele |
of cases for operation is very carefully made. All the childr |
brought for operation by their parents are first carefully exan ined
and the parents interviewed with respect to symptoms and the
home conditions. The report of the signs, symptoms, histor
ete., made by the School Medical Officer is considered before
the decision whether {o operate or not is made. The Surgeon
found it not desirable to operate in 394 cases. In addition, in
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B0 cases, whilst an operation was considered desirable, the
econdition of the children’s health made it necessary to postpone
the operation for scme months.

These two groups of cases in which operation is not performed
at the time have, along with the number of children failing to
n.H-Eu(]‘the Cliniec when summoned, to be {aken into consideration
when arranging for the Clinic to be opened, and it has become
necessary to smmmon 20 children to attend in order to secure the
treatment of 12 children, the maximum the Clinic can accom-
modate. As in some instances this would lead to the turning
away of a number of children, it has been the custom to select out
Df their turn five cases living not far away from the Clinie, and
give these cases the opportunity of being treated earlier, provided
there are vacani beds. This has been found to work very success-
fully. Without some such arrangement, the average number
treated would have dropped to seven or eight per occasion instead

of 108.

When operation is required the anwmsthetic used is nitrous oxide
'_gas, owing to it being practically free from risk. After operation
the children are put to bed in a ward on the premises and examined
frequently during the next few howrs, so that if haemorrhage
oceurs it can be dealt with immediately. Hmmorrhage, which was
eonsiderable in 16 cases, occurred in 48 cases (36 per cent.), and
ﬂ 1s confidently anticipated that this small proportion will bo
reduced in the future owing to a new method of mresting the
ﬁﬁeeding which has recently been devised. All the hamornhage
cases followed removal of the tonsils,

1
~ In 30 instances (24 per cent.) the children were kept at the

- L -
nic for more than one night.

The after care of the children at home and the method of
ractising breathiug exercises are described in printed instructions
thich are distributed to the parents.
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Ear Discase.

Defective hearing was reported in 337 of the Routine cases
(*77 per cent.), otitis media (discharging ears) in G40 cases (1'5 per

cent.) and other ear diseases in 290 cases (*G6 per cent.).

The percentages vary from year to year within narrow limits,
but on the whole there has of recent years been a slight decline in
ihe eases of otitis media, The difficulty in securing satisfactory and
continnous treatment of this defect induced the Commitiee to open
in May an Aural Clinic at the North Dispensary, the surgeon =
appointed being Mr. Yorke, who is also the surgeon for the Tonsils
and Adenoid Clinie, which is held in the same building. In addition
to cases of ear discharge, cases of deafness are also dealt with.

The Clinic was open on 24 occasions, 320 new cases being seen

and 109 re-examined. Mr. Yorke reports as follows :—

“Of the 320 new cases, nearly 70 per cent. had active middle
ear suppuration in one or both ears. "There was a wide range
in the extent of the disease among these cases. In the majority
simple perforations of the drum existed, and a cessation of
discharge is to be expected with regular cleansing and nu‘limpﬁf.
treatment. It is for these mild cases that zine ionisation is
specially recommended, and it is hoped that it will be found
feasible to adopt this method at the Clinic in the near future.
There were 91 children, however, in whom the widdle ear
suppuration was accompanied by disease of bone, and granu -
tion tissue or polypi were also discovered, Most of these latler
cases are likely to continue to discharge indefinitely, althoug
many have been benefited by the removal of granulations and
polypi. ¢

“The radical mastoid operafion has certain drawbacks i
children, but it was found wecessary in 7 cases which were s
to hospital for the purpose. These children were complaining
of pain, and suffered from ecither extensive bone disease
cholesteatomata, or stenosis of the meatal canal,

s ———r
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“ Whenever possible, cases of middle ear suppuralion re-
quiring conservative*trealment only were sent to the Minor
Ailments Clinies, and the latter were notified as to the precise
remedies required.

“ 109 childven attended the Aural Clinie on more than one
oeeasion, and it was salisfactory to find that many who had
been attending the Minor Ailments Clinies regularly shewed
definite improvement, and in a few the discharge had quite
ceased. y

“1t cannot be too strongly emphasised that middle ear
suppuration is always to be considered as a condition of gravity.
The experience gained at the Aurval Clinie strongly supports the
well-recognised fact that middle ear suppuration in its ineipient
stage is most responsive to treatment, but if neglected at this
eritical time it is only too apt to drift into a despaivingly chronie
state, impairing the health and lowering the efiiciency of the
patient,

“MThe remaining cases treated at the Aural Clinie are shewn
in the table, and sufliciently explained theveby.”

.‘l‘uml cases examined .. 32{}

- Suppurative otitis media—

Kolive—0ne €8l .o wer e liiT] gig
both cars ... toen A9 267

Quiescent ... 5i
: Granulations e s B3
Wux, debris, &e., removed L., S s

Toreign body removed ... R TS LD
1’1:1y]1uﬂ removed A ik e e B

: Qatuuhul middle ear deafness {lmll.uhug Enstachian
Catarrh) o | oS

ternal ear deafness ... -~y
Skin disease of external eax ... ... ... .. 3
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Advice siven :— |
Referved for treatment to Minor Ailments Clinies... 153
- o Hospital <
e i Parent L |
- removal of Tonsils or Adenoids ... 8
£ breathing excreises ... ovs T
o School for the Deaf ... 5]

The co-operation of the Aural Clinie with the Minor Ailments
Clindes has proved of great value to the School Medical L-==,:-"'
working at these latter Clinies, where there are no facilities for the
special examination of ears, even did time allow of such examina-
tions. "I'he number of ear cases attending these Clinies is sufficiently
large as almost to keep the Aural Clinic regularly supplied, and the.
cases for the Aural Clinie are seleeted mainly from the Minor
Ailments Clinies sinee the continuous and satisfactory carrying o
of the treatment recommended is thereby ensured.

'Ilt-lIJErCHlDS;S -

During the year the School Medical Officers examined 274 cases
of Tuberculosis or doubtful Tuberculosis, 112 being pulmonary ||
cases, 81 glandular, and 81 other forms of the disease.

Of these numbers there were discovered at the routine exam.i-n
tions of the children only 6 definite cases and 6 doubtful cases of
pulmonary Tuberculosis, these being the final figures after thie
children had been examined by the Tubereulosis Officers, or after
the re-examination by the School Medical Officers. The routine
examinations also brought 1o light 27 cases of tuberculous gla n?_-_
and 12 cases of other forms of Tubereulosis, a total of 51 actual e {
suspected cases, or ()11 per cent. of the children examined, as |
against 04 per cent. in 1920,

b

Amongst the special cases examined at the schools or at
Inspection Clinies, 65 cases of Phthisis, 35 cases of suspected
Phihisis, 54 of glandular Tuberculosis, and 69 other forms of
Tuberculosis were discovered,
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Most of the eases of Tuberculosis or doubtful Tubereulosis mel
with are referred to the Tuberculosis Department for further
examinalion and treatment if necessary, detailed reports concerning
each ecase being subsequently returned. By arrangement the
Tuberculosis  Department  also  supplies at  frequent  intervals
particulars with regard to all school children examined by the
Tuberculosis Officers, and the School Medical Department is there-
Jore in a better pusition to take uny steps that may be necessary,
e.g., with regard to the exclision or re-admission of such children.
Thus, during the year, the Tuberculosis Department supplied infor-
mation with regard to 1,301 children, of whom 146 had been referred
to that Department for diagnosis or treatment, as comparved with
182 in 1920 and 132 in 1919,

Tt will be scen from Table 111 in Appendix A that at the end of
the year the total numbers of cases of pulmonary Tuberculosis
under observation were 491, all of which had been excluded from
school ; the numbers of cases of non-pulmonary Tuberculosis known
to the Department were 374, of which 70, whose physical condition
enabled them to do so, were attending Public Elementary Schools,
and 111 were attending Schools for Physically Defective Children
provided by the Education Authority.

Of the 491 cases of pulmonary Tuberculosis 105 were in Institu-
Aions, chiefly at Fazakerley or Parkhill Sanatorium, and at hoth of
these Sanatoria classes have been arranged by the Hospitals Com-
‘iltee for the teaching of those childven whose physical conditioh
permils of this being done.  Dr, Rundle states that GO to 70 per
wcent. of the children at Fazakerley Sanatorium comprise cases
_;?_:u{ Phthisis without any sputum or with sputum in which no
1:_1111191'('1{' bacilli have boen found after repeated examinations, It is
Jrom these cases in the main that the childven taught at the classes
3-]1111':,' been chosen: these averaged 35 throughout the year., The
Cduration of the sessions was 13 hours cach morning and afternoon,

= whilst the older boys have, in addition, one or two hours” mechanieal
work under a skilled eraftsman.  Dr. Rundle remarks on the
marked mental improvement of the children as the result of the
teaching, and emphasises the therapeutic value of regular school
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hours, He further states that there is probably no disease in which
the physical condition reacts to mental stimulus so markedly as in

the case of Phitlasis.

The school at Parkhill Sanatorium was opened in June, 1920; and®
during 1921 had an average attendance of 52, the ages of the chil-
dren being from H 1o 15 vears.  As many of the cluldren had nob
been at school for years, there was a marked variation in the
educational attainments of those admitted to the school, making
erading difficult. Dr. Macintyre, the. Medical Superintendent,
states that the children exhibited great keenness, and many made
rapid progress, as they put more zest into their studies than would

be usually found at the ordinary schools, the work proving a welcome

relief to the restrictions imposed upon them owing to the necessities
of their treatment.  As at 1azakerley, it was noted that the properly
guided mental activities had a distinet tonie effect on the system as
a whole, and often led to a very noticeable improvement in the
physical condition.  Miss James, the Supervisor of the Special
Schools under the ldueation Commitiee, occasionally visits the
school, and has rendered valuable assistance in advising and in

supervising certain branches of the work.

With regard to the eases of surgical Tuberculosis, of which 3']‘7. '
were known o the Department at the end of the year, 111 were

altending  Physically  Defective Schools under the Edueation
Conmmittee, and 59 were reporied as being in-patients in various
Institutions, including the Liverpool lospital for Children a
Leasowe, This ][u.*-;]}ilﬁ:ll practically confines its attention 1o
treatment of non-pulmonary Tubereulosis, but a special feature of
the Iospital is the arrangements for education, and it is an open-
air residential Hospital School.  Dr. Martin, the Resident Medieal

at home, with unfortunate vesults to their temperament and habits
which the prolonged enforced recumbeney and immobilisation of 10
diseased areas would tend to aggravate, were it not for the lessons
and discipline of the school rouline, which direct into proper a d

e
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healthy channels the natural activ
= case of the classes for {le
Parkhill, it is pointe

ities of the children. As in {lio
Pulmonary cases al Fazakerley or
d out that the school tuition of i
daily, by providing an occupation suilable o the
the children, is a powerful

hours or so

mental needs of

aid to eure, and the success resultant
upon the combination of education

argument in favour of the treatment of these cases in such institu-
tons, whilst the larger the institutions the more efficiont will

the treatment. Most of the children over
_education, but from time to time
cause the children to be

and medical care is g convineing

be
O years of age receive
exacerbations of the disease ma ¥
temporarily withdrawn from {he class,

The following Table gives the average duration of stay in
lospital of the various types of (he disease :—
-'=_—_.—_—_-. -

Group. Type of Case, Average stay Range of stay
in days, in days,
Bones or Juints 574 228—1276
Abdominal 252 112—390
Other Organs .., i 2406 -
Peripheral Glands .. 183 08285

~Many of the cases in (3 roup 1 ave discha
be admitied forthwith Lo one of the
& : .
though the childven are wearing o
splint,

rged in a fit condition to
ublic Elementary Schools, even
n discharge a light protective

In Group I the prospect of ye

o e

-admission to an Elements ry School
ends largely upon the types of home to which {le childven return,

56 returning o poor homes oflen having poor 1

calth and being
- for whom essentially open air

residential schools are

' majority of cases i Groups 111 and IV ape

able {o 1esume
Wendance at school on discharge from Hospital,
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Of the eases discharged from (ho Tospital 835 per cent. are
discharged with the disease in a quicscent state, which is very
satisfactory, and o a considerable extont this is the result of the
combination of school witl medieal treatment,

A small proportion of the cases relapse after discharge, hut this
could be obviated by the provision of continuation schools of the
open air residential type.

Dental Defects,

At the routine examinations of the children {he Schiool Medieal
Officers continue to examine the condition of the teeth, and where
necessary parents are advised to secure treatment privately or at
the Dental Tospital or Royal Children’s Hospital, unless the
childven are of Clinic age and attend schools served by theso
Clinics. As the Clinies extend their operations fewer children will
be referred by the School Medical Officers. During the year there
were 3,200 first notices seni to parents ns compaved with 4,806 in
1920,

An additional Clinie was opened in May at Netherfield Road,
otherwise the arrangements were unchanged,

After careful deliberation the Commitice have, however, decided
to extend the Clinie arrangements at the Dental Hospital on quite
new lines. The Denfal Hospital has for many years been the
teaching school for the Dental Department of {he Universily, and
during 1921 the University Authorities have provided an admirably
equipped  building adjoining the Dental Hospital for teaching
purposes, thus selting free certain well lighted rooms in the
Hospital whieh, it was Hu;:-gnsh:ﬂ, could be fitted up as g Schodl
Dental Clinie, .

It was recognised that under {he Education Aet, 1918, the Educa-
tion Committee woul 1 be required, sooner or later, to make provision
for the dental treatment of all school children in the City, and
should {he Authority appoint their own dentists to carry outl their
requivements, the Dental School would he ]mm"[icn]q.u.-d in their
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Araining facililies by having a large and important section of their
work almost entirely removed. And further, the dentists gqualifying
from this University would not be able to obiain adequate
experience in the dentistey of childven, and this, no doubt, would
prejudice Liverpool candidates from obtaining posts as School
" Dentists in the future, '

The Dental Department of the University therefore sugeested 1o
the Education Conmmittee that some form of co-operation between
the University and Local Authority in the matter would be of
mulual benefit, After several con ferences between representatives
of the University, Dental Hospital, and Fducation Committee,
it was decided that final year Students should be required to work
for a period of, say, three months in the School Clinic under {he
supervision of the School Dentists and the Dental teaching staft,
There would thus be some dozen or more students simultaneonsly
working at the Clinie, or the equivalent of some four whole-time
dentists, and the extra cost to the Edueation f‘unnuilim: would be
little more than the initial outlay on furniture and equipment.

The Fducation Committee, subject to the Board's sanction,
agreed to a modified scheme whereby four students would be con-
stantly engaged at the Clinie; this arrangement would, without
difliculty, be extended so as to allow of 12 students working
simultancously.  The scheme, when fully developed, would be
sufliciently comprehensive to deal with approximately one-thivd of
the school population of the City,

The proposal forms an entively new departure in dental arrange-
ments in this country, and, it is helieved, in the world, and is a
scheme which should prove of great benefit hoth to the Educalion
Committee and to the University,

It may be pointed out that it is only final year (7., fourth vear)
students who would assist at the Clinie, and that such students have
already had very considerable experience at the Hospital in con-
nection with the various forms of dental work.: 1t was not suggested
that orthodontic work should be undertaken under this scheme, hut



that the scope of the work should be practically confined, as at
On the grounds of economy
another Clinic would be temporarily closed to give effect to this
scheme, and to concentrate the work at the Dental Hospital.

present,

The following summary shews the increasing amount of work

33

to fillings and extractions.

carried out in connection with the dental scheme; —
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1019.
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1920.

1921.

Number of children examined in School
Number of children requiring treatment
Number of cases aceepting treatment
Number of cases treated

Number of Schools visited

T — e

13,481
10,539
{73 2%)
5,328
4,515

63

17,964
14,175
78-99%,)
7,522
5,218
55

e

The proportion of cases which were treated at the Clinics after
treatment had been accepled and the small fee paid varied con-
In 1919 this was 85 per cent., in 1920 1t fell to Tl] 61 =.'

siderably.
cent.,

Under existing arrangements the present Clinies are only able {o
cope with certain age groups at some H0 schools, or aboul one-
__seventh of the school population.
3

whilst in 1921 it was 77 per cent.

21,556

19,750
2%
S
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premises, as well as financial considerations, have stood in the way

of extensions of the present arrangements, but it would be possible
to extend somewhat the operations of two of the Clinies in addition

to the Dental Hospital scheme previously referred to.

Table IV D in Appendix A gives in detail the statistical maiter
required by the Board, separating the work done at each of

Clinics.

the anmesthetic.

In most of the extraction cases nifrous oxide gas is"«g‘_-i’r
and one of the School Medieal Officers usually attends to adwiniste:

|
E
i
i
[
L
J
|
|
!
Difliculty in securing suitable ;

The inspections of the children's teeth al the schools eontinu '?_,j_'-

be carried out by the Nurses who assist al the Clinics, and the
School Dentists, from their experience of the cases attending #




84

:.' linies, all speak highly of the satisfactory mauner in which these
inspections have been carvied out. When a sehool is fivst inspected
the children are examined at the ages of 6, 7 and 8, whilst subse-
quently one age group is added each year,

Most of the dentists recommend that the inspections should be
~carried outl at intervals of not more than six months, as teeth often
‘become unsaveable when a year elapses between the inspections.

One of the dentists reports a marked improvement in the hygiene
of the children's mouths since 1914, when the Committee first
opened these School Clinics, and also mentions that at his Clinic
nearly GO per cent. of those attending had received previous treat-
ment, many as long as four years previously, no treatment having
Dbeen necessary in the meantime, and further, that such cases
required, as a rule, only minor operations.

Another of the dentists suggests the advisability of school {alks
on the care of the teoth, given during school hours by the dentists,
s a means of educating the children in dental hygiene.

Some of the dentists draw attention to the disorgunisation of the
work caused if casual cases over the Clinic age attend for treatment.
Nearly all such cases have numbers of septic permanent feeth
which may require as long as three-quarters of an houwr’s treatment
or even longer, cach case thus keeping from Clinie treatment several

£

children of Clinic age.

The children as a whole prove excellent patients, and troublesome
ones are guile exceptionally met with.,

One of the difficulties in securing treatment is due to want of

knowledge on the part of many parents in various districts, as ma v

be instanced by the following points noted by one of the denlists :—

(1) The first permanent teeth, or the G-year old molars, are
often regarded as temporary teeth on the grounds that
ny teeth have fallen out to make room for these per-
manent teeth,
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(2) Any treatment of temporary teeth is regarded by many
parents as wholly unnecessary.

(3) Parents usually regard extractions as the only Lreatmﬁ__:-
for all dental disease.

To overcome these views, time and patience and short talks to
parents by the dentisls are necessary.

The proportion of permanent teeth filled to those extracted is |
slightly higher than last year, and will, no doubt, improve still®
further as additional age groups are added. :

Exclusions from Schools.

The following Table shews the number of children exeluded from
school by the School Medical Officers during the course of their
school inspections, orat the various inspection or treatment Clinies.
The numbers excluded were very similar to those of the pmviﬁ'
year,

Eye discases 431
Scabies : 384
Ringworm of body -
Ringworm of scalp 250
Other Skin conditions e 278
Infectious diseases 242
Pediculosis ... L 1990
Chest conditions (non-tubercular) 47
Tuberculosis (all forms) ... 21
Otorrhoea ... 21

Miscellaneous e soms e e 287
Total ... by

Infections Discases,

All the enquiries into the prevalence of infectious disease
continue to be undertaken by the Public Ilealth Department, the
procedure with regard to notification and exclusion of cases also
being unchanged. - ‘
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- During the first hall of 1921 the schools were comparatively free
from infectious disease, and only nine Infants’ Departments
required (o be closed for this reason, mostly on account of Mumps.
An outbreak of Diphtheria ocewrred in the Infants” Department of
k pper Park Street Couneil School, where 16 cases occurred, of whicl
six were in one class; in this elass one child was found to be ill with
« 'pllﬂlt*l'ii.ii: membrane on the tonsil and was excluded, and the out-
break then rapidly subsided. A large number of childven were
swabbed, but no carviers of 'Diphtheria were found. The use of a
common drinking cup in the playground was discontinued. Another
measure which would probably tend to restrict the spread of infectious
disease would be for every child to be required to provide his or her
own pen, pencil and slate pencil, instead of the school providing a
supply of these common to all the children. Glandular Fever, a
disease which is frequently mistaken for Mumps, was prevalent in
a number of schools, and two Departments of Aighurth C. 1. School
were closed in the spring on account of this disease. Three schools
~in Everton were affected with Tnfluenza in April and May, bui the
‘outbreak was nol sufliciently serious to reguive the closing of these

schools.
During September, Scarlet Fever beeame prevalenl in two schools

in Kirkdale and Walton. By inspecting the childven in the Depart-
ments affected, and excluding all children who presented symptoms

trolled without having resort to closure.

During the Autumn Term, Measles became increasingly preva-
lent. Eight Infants’ Departments were closed during October and
November, and during December G0 Infants’ Departments were
elosed up {ill the holidays, 43 of these being closed from December
13th on account of the prevalence of Measles. The numbers of cases
pported in the City, which had been steadily increasing, reached
Em:tximum in this weel, when a total of 612 cases were reported.
‘_Ierm fler the numbers fell rapidly, 436, 292 and 209 heing reported
'ii'-'_- the three succeeding weeks.  The decline in deaths occurred
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slightly later, the number of deaths reaching a maximum of 40
deaths in the week ending Decewmber 24h, after which date the
weekly number of deaths also rapidly diminished,

The number of school cases reporled during the year were:
Measles 4,414, Whooping Cough 1,808, and Scarlet Tever 1,716, as
compared with Measles 11,448, Whooping Cough 2,804, and Searlet
Fever 1,905, in 1920.

In the Corporation Act of 1921, which comes into force on April
1st, 1922, certain new powers with regard to infectious disease were
obtained, and are quoted in full :—

SEctIoN 443.

(1) Any parent or guardian having personal charge of 1
child in attendance at schiool who is aware of or has reason
suspect the oceurrence of any infectious disease in any membe
of the family and who fails forthwith to notify such ocewrrencal
to the head teacher of the school shall be liable to n penally no
exceeding twenty shillings. b

(2) If any person not less than sixteen years of age whil
suffering from any infectious disease or being in charge of an
person under sixteen years of age so suffering wilfully expose
himself or the person in his charge in such a manner as f
conduce to the spread of the disease in any street public r
shop inn or any public conveyance or being in charge of &
person so sullering wilfully exposes such sufferer he shall b
liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds,

L]

(3) In this Scelion the expression *‘infectious disease
includes measles German measles whooping-cough and ehi
pox and the expression ““ school ™ includes a Sunday sche

other school in which ehildren are assembled for reli
instruction. '

e T T e —

Srcrion 4568.

(1) If the Corporation or a Commitlee of the Council acti
on the advice of the Medical Officer with the view of preve
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the spread of infectious disease in the City require the closin o
of any Sunday school or any department thereof or the exclusion
of certain children therefrom for a specified time or the
exclusion of children from places of public entertainment or
assembly for a specified {ime such requirement shall be at once
complied with.

(2) Any person responsible for the conduct or management
of any Sunday school or place of public entertainment or
assembly wilfully failing to comply with any such requirement
shall for every such failure be liable to a penalty not exceedin g
five pounds.

(3) In this Section the expression ¢ Sunday school ** includes
any school in which children are assembled for religions
mmstruction.

Srcriox 459,

(1) No person being the pavent or having the care or charge
of a child who is or has been attending any school or Sunday
school or any part thereof which has been closed by order of the
Corporation or a Committee of the Council with a view of pre-
venting the spread of infectious disease or of a ¢hild who with
the same view has been prohibited from attending school or
Sunday school by any such order or by the Medical Officer or
School Medical Officer shall permit such child to attend any
Sunday school treat or any place of public entertainment or
assembly in the City without having procured from the Medical
Officer a certificate (which shall be granted free of charge upon
application) that in his opinion such child may atiend the same
without undue risk of communicating disease to others,

(%) Any person who shall offend against this Section shall be
Liable to a penalty not exceeding forty shillings.

(3) In this Section the expression *‘ school ”* includes a
- Sunday school or other school in which children are assembled
for religious instruction,
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Notifications to Parents re Defects,

The following table shews the number of printed notices fe
parents relating to various defects discovered during the course
the medical inspection of the scholars, compared with the number
sent out in 1920, :

Table D.
Third and
Defect. First Notices. SBecond subsequent
Notices, Notices.

1920 1021 | 1920 | 1921 | 1920

Defective Vision :—

A.—Untreated Cases ..coovrvreneres 4025 | 4,R43 | 537 | 933 84
B.—Previously treated cases: I
(i) Glasses {mt}, broken, or
unsuitable...cccoerieninens 2,520 | 2,804 13 27 —

(ii) Glasses not being worn ...| 1,169 | 1,420 | 124 | 157 21
Eye Con@itions ......ccievessnsninssnes 296 237 24 23 8
Defective Hearing ccccccceaionsinnns 02 (i ] B | 1
T T LR i 352 220 27 34 11
Other Ear Conditions.......cceesirsenss 214 237 32 43 16
Enlarged Tonsils and Adeneoids ... 2,936 | 1,907 | 217 | 227 73
Mouth Breathing ......coissucsnsccess 2,127 | 2,152 | 285 | 261 [
Defective Teeth :—

A.—Referred by School Medical
OfCETs wovivsenrmnnsninnsefiannna] 4,080 | 8,208 | 1,647 | 1,286 | 911

B.—Referred by School Dentists| 14,175 | 17,750 | — = e
Anemia and Malnutrition ......... 245 ‘ 187 25 9 4
Skin Condilions ..i.viissenesssnsianss 182 185 3 a3 5
CBBEE  wrensossasriresionagasanariapnenaied 81 141 3 21 —
Defotnibion <usussisns nmeansaakit sonsnss 73 67 3 7 1
Other Defects .........onamiiis 380 444 40 67 i

Pt oot B 34,762 | 85,053 |2,086 |3,126 |1,227
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it A

Following-up.

L
~ The methods for following up dofects at the homes which have
~ been in force in previous years have been confinued, namely :—

(1) The Sechool Attendance Officers visit the parents of
children with defects where the Committee have provided treat-
ment for which a charge is made, viz —Delective Vision,
Tonsils and Adenoids, Dental Defects referred by the School
Dentists, and Ringworm eases referred for X-ray treatment,
There were referred during the year 30,163 such cases for
following up, an increase of 9,000, mainly cases of Defective
Vision and Dental Caries. Children who fail to attend at the
various Clinics are also followed up by these Officers.

L

(2) The School Nurses follow up, with a few exceptions, the
-other cases and all the verminous and generally neglected
childven. The numbers referred in 1921 were 18,424, prac-
tically ihe same figures as in 1920. As g considerable
proportion of the medical cases necessitate urging the parents
to sce that children wear their glasses regularly and con-
stanily, or carry out preseribed breathing exercises, a certain
amount of visiting might he obviated by arranging for the
glasses to be kept in the schools, and by the special breathing
exercises being carvied out during drill time and supervised By
the teachers at the schools.

(3) In the case of one school, a Care Commiltee makes itsold
responsible for the following up.

ol

(4) The Child Welfare Association has continued to render
valuable help in securing convalescent treatment, surgical
treatment or appliances, special tonies or extra nourishment for
children requiring such treatment. Some 793 Cases were
referred during the year, 97 move than in the previous year,

S e =

(5) The Tuberculosis Department has dealt with 146 cases
referred for diagnosis and treatment.

(G) Cases living outside of Tiverpool, hut attending Liverpool
schools, are referred to tlie School Medical Officer of the
Authority responsible.

Table 10 gives the results of the following up as reported by 1he
risitors underiaking the work,
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. Supervision of Absentees,

As mentioned in previous Reports, children absent from school
on medical grounds are examined on Saturday mornings at various
Inspection Chimics, with the object of noting progress and giving
certificates of re-admission when the children arve fit to return. In
- the case of Phthisis, Ringworm of the sealp and Scabies, the (fom-
mittee require the certificate of the School Medical Officer hefore
children are re-admitied to school.

The following Table shews the results of the examination of
absentees during the year. Il will be noted that there has been a
marked increase in the amount of this work during the past two
years, the chief increase being in the Scabies cases, the number of
examinations of these cases having increased from 333 in 1920 to

1,908 in 1921.

Table F.
*No. of
examina-
Children | tions of Total
DEerECT. re-admitted) children | Examina-
o school. |  mot tions,
re-admitted|
to school.

] i WO ﬁi ﬂ:ﬁlp EEES CERY LR et e = 132 1!23? I!E"}ﬂ
E:ﬁim i 067 936 1,903
Other ﬁhn uund:homa 123 04 217
By DIMORS0 wee  wex man s e el B8 150 238
Peafness ... 3 14 17
Ear Diseases o, i i 19 28 47
Phthisis and yposed Phthisis 57 210 267
Other Chest conditions... i 179 210 389
Tubereunlogis other than P]jth sl!l i i - 190 196 386
JInjnries and Dntarmmen 7 0 16

Hﬂl’t T} maw T EE] HE 9? 13-3 $
mmnm EERY LR ] LR S LR H LR mane 24 aﬁ ﬂu
Anmmia und Dehbility ... 156 919 375
Mervons ... s een an Sle G5 171 234
_Dﬂlﬂl' detn e LLL] mam LR LEL LR 14 lﬂu 194
Tonsils and .ﬂ.t.'lanmﬂa e B 12 20
‘Other Crippling Defects R 28 (i 105
Hﬂm ﬂ'“nd e Tl wEw maw wwm 21 R 2.1
Torars ror 1921 ir | TTT 3,810 6,593
'Ihm mk lm LR CER L LR ]-TT]‘ 3J3E1 '5;]3‘2
- Do, do. 1919 i T wea| 1,404 3,075 4. 470

i
=— = ———————

:‘M figures lndimh soveral ﬂnminahum of certain of the children, approximately
' two to each.
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Table G. -Shewing Causes of Absence from Sc‘;l

—— e
- Average of | Percentages :E_I. |
L i B ol R v e Department. (il
' lost. absences, involved. perohild I————ft—— e
absent. Boys. Girls e
8 Disoases .......... 20,754 204 | 7m0 | 2 173 200 | Ll
Disenses e 16,364 Wil Gme H° g 1-27 143
h, etc.) 1
e 14,001 138 7 25 1-56 130 '::;: i
AR AR 42 286 | 15 028 050 :' 5
714 08 190 | 1 004 018 | LK
. 940 00 402 ; 2 0-11 013 |1
Diseases ......coeoneee 3,421 B4 402 8 037 0-41 | K
stive System Discases | 2,75 27 [ eo | 4 om | o |FB
L Diseases ..vcevrnen 616 06 23 | s 012 010 |
o e | ‘ | i
pabism and Chorea? 4,800 7 156 26 041 001 |G
1 Glands ..oveceenns 1,434 14 146 | 0 0-10 000 || b!
e s 1,833 1§ e | 10 0-24 015
e Belecta........-... .. .- 1,687 16 607 3 022 0-20
o . 2,006 240 222 9 034 018
................ T 797 s 33 2 011 003 H!l
ot specified .......| 8,124 §0 2,499 5 058 | 07 :'l:
s 34’721_“.._“5:"3 B T de et _13_3; ___f_u,a_:f
hnm e S 4,304 42 705 6 028 | 1406 !I
¢ Dutics, ete. ....... 2,336 2:3 1,260 2 033 o4 1'
Entertainment ... 1035 10 714 1 0-11 019 . :
© o R 967 14 117 9 013 006 '|T
834 o8 276 3 008 o il
248 0-2 178 ] 0l 003 ‘IE
St S Y 37 2,715 1 0733 (149 Hg
B e nncanen 266 - 04 69 b 012 000
R el 18D 19 552 - 3 V08 TAT I |
1,228 12 278 5 022 | o012
e T T R R SN D . 5;
DOTAL cooerreieic| 100050 | — 5 = o5t | 1w i

. rr———— e - === - =




hool.

f attendances lost in terms of possible attendances.

P

T Tl‘lum- and Fair | Hctl.a_r o
Infants. | cighbourhoods. Neighbourhoods,
434 085 421 2:49
323 1-33 2:56 101
2:09 2:05 1°18 1-64
040 078 018 050
013 0-06 012 (00
0-08 011 010 011
0-29 0-32 040 0-40
0-1% 030 035 0-32
005 0-00 0-09 008
-4 -39 76 050
0-20 015 0-18 017
022 022 D-21 02l
0-10 0-21 019 020
034 0-32 | 015 024
0-14 007 012 0-00
148 123 062 095
1376 Bl 1151 989
018 0-59 '+ 041 050
006 037 | ; 016 028
010 008 016 012
015 005 | 019 11
007 o1l 0-08 010
006 001 005 00
0634 068 015 0443
0-00 007 0-02 004
0-37 020 0-14 (122
008 01l | 018 wls
1-71 236 1-54 1-98
]
15:47 1081 | 13:05 1187

T —

Y Ry T —

A t--.': ::i-
Teachers a 16
of children us
absences. l¢
from the |
quarter vhe
sn}iogﬂ&; il
W.’ut-]l fo 13 T8,
the numr
former case
type, whitst
artisans.
dren on

i
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Causes of Absence from School.

A special enquiry was instituted with the co-operation of the Mead
Teachers at the beginning of the year into the proportional numbers l
of children absent from school and the causes and duration of their *
absences. The period chosen was the first quarter of the year, 1.e.,
from the Christmnas holidays till the Faster holidays, this being the
quarter when the attendance at school is usually the poorest. ITour
schools in fairly good neighbourhoods were selected for comparison
with four schools and one department from poorer neighbourhoods,
the numbers compared thus being equalised. The parents in the
former case were mostly of the clerks, shopkeepers and tradesmen
type, whilst in the case of the latter they werve chiefly labourers and
artisans. The schools were all large ones, the total number of chil-
dren on the combined rolls being 8,062,

During the period in question fhe average attendance for all the
elementary schools in the City was 8806 per cent., whilst the
attendance for the schools investigated was 8813 per cent., made
up by 86:95 per cent. at the schools in the better neighbourhoods,
and 8919 per ceut. in the poorer districts. The smaller proportion
of attendances in the better neighbourhoods was occasioned, as
shewn in Table (G, hy the local prevalence of infectious disease
in three of the schools 1 question. o

Table G gives detailed information as to the causes of absence
and shews that medieal reasons accounted for five-sixths of the tota
absences, the chief medical defeets being respiratory, infeetious and
skin diseases. :

Table H gives further details regarding the infectious and skin
diseases, and it will be noted that amongst the infectious cases
measles was the most frequent cause of absence, whilst the skin
diseases consisted almost entively of sores (chiefly Impetigo), "
Seabies and Ringworm, in that order, Tt must be noted that in this
Table the average attendances lost per case refer to the atiendances
lost during the eleven weeks of the enquiry only, and not to
total attendances altogether lost by the ehildven involved,
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The largest number of children were absent on aceount of respira-
tory diseases, including coughs and colds, the average period of
‘absence from school being aboui four days.

Infectious diseases accounted for the next largest proportion of
absentees, the average period of absence in this case being about
two weeks.

Skin diseases appear high upon the list, the commonest skin
eomplaint amongst school children being Impetigo, a disease fre-
quently encountered in the poorer districts, and closely associated
with dirt. This contagious disease is one which would rapidly
g-ﬂiminish with further improvements to personal cleanliness.

The same remarks are applicable to the absences attributable Lo
- eye diseases, mainly cases of Conjunctivitis and Blepha ritis, diseases
‘notably associated with neglect and malnutrition, and which un-
t:fﬂ[‘i’-llllﬂtelj’ lead in a number of cases to permanent impairment of
* vision and loss of education.

These points are brought out in the Table of comparison
"ﬁe*i-wern the poorer and better class schools (Table (), where it
will be noticed that the fizures in the majority of diseases are
~extraordinarily parallel with the exceplion of eye diseases (four
~ times more common in the poorer schools) and skin diseases (double
‘that in the Letter districts). On the other hand it will be noticed,
idoxical though it may seem, fhat in the cases of ehildren absent

respiralory and general causes, this in the better schools is

care is taken of the children with incipient ailments in the better
ass neighbourhoods,

Of the non-medical reasons there is no outstanding difference,
1e main point noticeable is that the number of children absent
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HIGHER SCHOOLS.

B
———

The medical inspection of {he
four non-provided Secondary
Schools was carvied out on
Lducation.

nine provided Secondary &
Schools and {hree Day

'i“ll]‘l.“-:,.
Techuical
the lines required by the Board of

There were thusg mspected in a routine manner 2,668 pupily
between the ages of 8 and 17, and 209 pupils as special cases,
whilst 2,991 children were re-inspected with regard to

various
defects which had been previously noted,

The main defects discovered, as shewn in Appendix B, Tuble I,
were Defective Vision (22 per cent.), enlarged Tonsil
(9 per cent.), Dental defects (18 per cent.),
mostly of a mild degree (10 per cent.). The figures cannot lies
satisfactorily compared witl those of {he elementary children as g
higher standard of healih js requived, largely he
~are more willing or able to secure
partly because the greater strain of school life in the Migher S
makes certain defects relatively more important.
greater use of the eyes for near
o secure treatment for a consider:
would be necessary in the

& 0r .:"sl[|4;'|1ui=|.-i
various deformities,

cause the parenls
the remedying of the defects, and
hools
Thus, the much
work makes it more important
bly milder defect of sight {han

ase of an elementary school ehijld. The
teogmition of various deformitioes

are important in connection w
ertaken at the schools.

y including scoliosis and flat foot,
ith the physical exercises, games, &e.,

It ds satisfactory 1o note that v
ment for want, of cleanliness wey

usually remedied at onco when the

ery few cases requiring tread-
€ reported. These eases were
defeet was pointed out.

~ The following-up of the defects was, hy arvangement, left to {he
Head Teachers, who are usually in close {ouch with the
As a matter of fact, the pa
might he expected, usually

33

iith the resull that {he proportion of cases {reafed Wis very
satisfactory.

parents,
rents as a whole shewed themsely

cager fo seeure the treatment suggested,

¢4, as
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The Clinies provided for the elementary children were made
available for Higher School children whose parents could not afford
private treatment, and in the case of Defective Vision arrangement
were made with certain oculists fo see pupils at a reduced fee if ﬂl_
parents could not afford the full fee.

All the Tables relating to Higher Schools are shewn in Appendix
B, pages 72 to 81.

BLIND, DEAF, DEFECTIVE AND EPILEPTIC CHILDREN.

Six Special Schools are conducted for defective children—the
sume number as last year. Your are double centres for both
physically and weutally defective children, one a centre for
mentally defective ehildren only, and one a residential coun
school for physically defectives. The total accommodation
provided, the number on rolls and the average attendance are as

follows —

Accommodation. | Number on Rolls Average

-attendance.
Mentally defectives .. 2l 483 BO5 425
Physically defectives i 383 457 359

Nesidential school ... ... 50 50 ° 49

The arrangements for ascertaining what children are mentally
defective within the meaning of the Elementary Tducati
(Defective and lpileptic Children) Acts are those approved by ﬂl
Board of Lducation, and similar arrangements exist, so far as
physically defectives are concerned. Examinations have been
conducted throughout the year I.ﬁ-' the two Medical :-
appointed, in eonjunction with Miss T. M. James, the Superv i
of Defectives, of cases notified to the Lducation Commitiee a
mentally or physically defectlive, and the resulls are tabulat
below :—

Ly
3
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=

|
Physically | Mentally
Defective.  Defective.

£ Children summoned for examination ... sl 200 319
Children presented for examination ... | 143 239
Passed as suitable for speeial schools ... | 07 109

' ".'I'.'n remain in Elementary Schools srolh PSS Lt el - 20 35
Unsuitable for any School 15 -
Notified to Laneashire Asylums Board as— _

(a) Imbeciles ... - 12
B ORI e S e T S R aadl! v 2
(c) Moral Imbeoiles ... . | i e e . — 2
{d) For supervision (16 years of age) -- %
Tu be re-examined 22 62
TPassed for Open-air Schools .. 26 -

TPassed for Besidential Schools ... =

- Passed for Epileptic School .o wn e e a 0
w{m‘lm waw LR .illi' LR LR L LR R} Ea 1

condition, as required by the Act of 1894, the visits to the schools
and the number examined being —

——
= By

Physically | Mentally
ective. | Delective.

wEa (EXY (L] LLL] ip'. ive LR E'J ¥ I.‘j
] ﬂnmirld e s LR LR L] LR} m3 3'“.5

——— —
T =

ose  reguiring  treatment  were dealt with at the Clinies
stablishied by the Fdueation Authority or ad loeal Tlospitals in
sases where there was no arrangement madé by the Education
Ax thority to meel such cases.
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The *‘ following-up ”” Nurse has all theso cases under review,
and during the year has made visits as follows —

Cases. | Visits.
Dental cases . i ssa ais o 1582 237
Eyo casea ... o 110 197
Ear cases ... Srv i 13 30
ki dmem 5 I e st U 18
Tonasils and Adenoids casea 28 67
Orthopaedic cases ... 4 A 286
Tm:summri!y abzont and unsuitable cases 06 123
Casos passed for Oidinary Schools .| 183 140
Reserve Register cases ... 68 82
Miscellancous visits of enquiry ... — 662
824 1,741

-
g

Al the Education Authority’s vesidential school for physics
defective children, the same plan Las been observed as in f
years of dividing the year into four terms, boys and girls _
allernately in vesidence during iwo sucecessive terms. A total
149 children passed through this school in the course of the ye
and of this nunber 46 (31 per eent.) were pronounced fit to
the Special Schools and to relurn to ordinary elementary sch

In addition to the Special Schools, the Authority maintains
beds at the West Kirby Convaleseent Home (mainly for
tuberculosis  cases) and six beds at the Liverpool Scho
Recovery (mainly hearl eases), and they have secured the
of six places at the Maghull Home for Npileptics, Duri
course of the year, 12 cases have been in residence at West
School and 9 at the School of Recovery, while 4 cases we
to the Home for lpileptics. "
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With regard to the edueation of the deaf, the Education
gblﬂ]'lllli“l."l‘ have one Day School at which 80 Liverpool children are
11;1].11;;]]!, some 15 of these being bouvded by the Commitiee in an
Institution for the Deaf celose to the Day School.  For Roman
Catholic deaf childven, the Commitiee pay for their board and
education al Boston Spa; al the end of the year there were 1Y
JLaverpool childven boavded there.

Blind childven arve educated at the Blind School at Wavertree,
either as boarders or as day scholars; or in the case of Roman
Catholic blind children at the Catholic Blind Asylum, Brunswick
Road. At the end of the year there were 31 Liverpool children,
of whom 6 were day scholars, taught at Wavertree, and 19 at the
Catholic Blind Asvlum; a total of 50, Childven who arve partially
Dlind require teaching in special classes, neither the Blind School
methods nor theose at the Elementary Schools being suitable.

Whilst it is vealised that at the moment it is difficult for the
Ldueation Authority to embark on new enterprises, it is necessary
1o keep in mind certain important developments which should be
Dbrought forward at the first available opportunity.  These include,
for example: (a) special treatment for stammerers and treai-
ment of other speech defeets, (4) the introduction of remedial
exercises, and (¢) the establishment, in connection with the
wrdinary elementary schools, of elasses for dull and backward

children,

Defective Vision Classes,
~ The two classes held at the Bivehfield Road Council School for
children with seriously defective vision have been continued with
wreat advantage 1o the pupils.  The number on the rolls was 50, the
average atlendance being 41, and the average age of the children
12 years.,  Three-fifths of the children ave girls, this being approxi-
ately the proportion of givls reported as vequiring this form of
education.  Exactly half of those on the rolls are cases of myopia.

- Awaiting admission to Ahese elasses ot the end of the year were
208 childven, of whom 80 (28 boys and H2 girls) were urgent cases,
OF these 80 children, 34 ave on the rolls of Couneil schools,
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96 atlend Roman Catholie schools, 19 Church of lineland schools,

whilst one is not on the rolls of any sehool.

Of the cases referred as suitable for these classes more than 80
per cent. were, as far as present knowledge goes, entirely un-
preventible, and none are in a communicable condition.

1t is mueh to be regretted that no additional classes have yet been
provided for thes¢” children, the matter having been urgent for
years, and the Committes having nearly four years ago authorised
additional provision. As the matter stands at present the classes
are only available for children attending Council schools, unless by
special permission of the Committee on the written application of
the parents. There is especially need for accommodation for
children attending Church of England and Roman Catholic schools,
preferably in the same building with, and as part of the organisalion
of, some of the Public Elementary Schools, as in the case of tho

classes al Divehficld Road.

EMPLOYMENT.,

The new Bye-Laws regulating the employment of children under
the age of 14, framed under the Employment of Children Act, 1503{
and the Bducation Act, 1918, came into force on Felruary 1st, 1921,
The Bye-Laws provide for the registration of employers and L]uldrm; :
employed (excepting eertain minor employments), the employ
being required {o have available for inspection a notice containing
particulars as to the name, age, and address of the c¢hild Emplny
and the nature and hours of employment, whilst the child has to
have during the time of employment always with him or her an

“ Lmployment card,”” whic It is issued by the Eduecation A.utlmn

The Bye-Laws prohibit altogether employment in the followi

N : i
ovecupalions —
() in, or in connection with, the sale of intoxicating liquor

() in selling programmes or refreshments or other art

or taking checks or tickets or in shifting scenery in an

theatre, cinematograph hall, or other place of pul

entertainment ;
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(¢) as a billiard or bagatelle score marker or attendant in any
billiard saloon or other place licensed for games, or in
any registered club or premises licensed for the sale of
intoxicating liquors;

() as an attendant or assistant in any shop or hall used for
the purpose of public amusement, by means of antomatic
machines, mutoscopes, shooting ranges, games of chance
or skill, or similar devices;

(¢)in the kilehen of any hotel, cookshop, eating-house or
refreshment room;

(f) in the collection or sorting of rags or refuse;
(¢) in lathering or any similar occupation in a barber’s shop.

Employment before the elose of school hours is limited to the
delivery of milk or newspapers and to domestic worlk, and in each
case a cerlificate of fitness must be oblained from a School Medical
Officer before such work can be undertaken. The examinations for
these certificales were carried oul during the year in the case of
1,315 children, cerlificates being rvefused in only 17 cases. Of all
the children employed, those working before the close of school
hours were, as a general rule, amongst the healthiest and best cared
for attending the schools in question,

From a return made to the School Attendance and Care Sub-
Commiltee it appears that duving the year 2,922 children, of whom
2,602 were boys, were employed some time during the year, whilst
al the end of the year there were still employed 1,698 children, i.e.,
50 per cent. of the children of the ages of 12 and 13 on the rolls.
These figures shew a marked decline in the vumbers employed in
pre-war and emrly war days, when shops were frequently kepl open
till Lade at night. The last detailed figures available arve for Apeil,
1915, when 3,082 children were employed.  The employments which
shew {he greatest falling off are those in conneetion with hutchers',
hakers', H‘I't:‘l‘!l'lgl'u[*l']'ﬁ'; grocers’  amd  chandlers”  shops,  whilst
employment in barbers” shops, i which 161 boys were working in
1915, 1s now prohibited.
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Perhiaps the havdest form of employment is in connection with the

delivery of coal from small coal dealers’ yards, and special attention
is heing paid by the oflicial visitors to this form of work, and hy the
School Medical Officers to the children so employed.

On the whole the new Bye-Laws have so regulated the employment
that no deleterious results can follow in the case bf healthy children,
but occasionally ehildren with physical defects are met with for
whom it is necessary to restrict the amount of work or prohibit
employment altogether. : ' i

The medical examinalions of the children, with a view to the
eranting of certificates of fitness for employment before school .
hours, and the constant supervision of all employed children at the |
inspections at the schools, have added considerably to the work of
the Medical Department during the year. . i

A few special examinations have been made during the year with 1
regard to the licensing of certain children of school age for
theatrical performances. These children go on tour from town to
town, and are required by the regulations to be examined every
three months during the period covered by the licence by the School
Medical Officer of some Local Authority. Provided that the School
Medical Officer certifies that such performances will not adversely
affect tha child physically or edueationally, authorities are parmitteﬂ;
to grant licences up to 10 pan. or, in special conditions, to 11 p.m.

At the present time there is, in this matier, want of uniformity
on the part of Local Authoriites, some allowing the children to
remain at the theatre until after 10 p.m., others, having more h 1
view the interests of the children, being disposed to limit the hours.:

T'he holder of the licence is required to supply to the Authority
full particulars of each case a week before the performance is du o
so that the necessary arrangements may be made for the regular
attendance at the school of the ehild in question, the inspeetion as
to suitability of the house where the child will stay, and,
necessary, for the medical examination of the child. Un:[mtunﬂ.ﬂ
with the documents sent, the School Medical Officers’ past
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eates are nol ineluded, and children not previously examined in tlie
area bring with them, therefore, no notes which would give an
dndication of any particular tendency to defect or precaution
necessary.

During the year approximately 77 licensed childven performed at
places of entertainment in Liverpool. Twelve children resident in
\ iverpool applied for licences and were medically examined, but
there was little to complain of, physically, with regard to these
children beyond certain minor defects for which treatment was
promised.

In granting medical certificates, one has to bear in mind the fact
that though the children may leave the theatve at 10 p.m., the home
may be half-an-hour’s journey from the theatre, and that the
children, therefore, probably do not get to bed before 11 p.n.,
whilst on each following day the children have to put in a full day’s
schooling, except on Saturdays and Sundays and during holidays.

On the whole it must be considered that the regulations require
some further tightening with regard {o hours and to the need for
Aransference of the previous reports of various School Medical
Officers which might, with advantage, be endorsed on the licence.

After leaving school a large proportion of the childven enter their
names with the Juvenile Employvment Burean at the Jduecation
Office, with a view to securing employment. OF approximately
8,000 children registering in the course of the year 6,000 were under
the age of 16,

One very noticeable feature due to the prevailing unemployment
is the failure of the undersized and subnormal boy to obtain work.
Even in ordinary times this type of lad had little to commend him,
and he usually gravitated to the class of job that demanded little
‘mental or physical exertion. For the first few years after leaving
school he would usually work as a messenger or ervand boy, or
andertake simple' factory work, drifting later on to an occupation
of an unskilled characler, the nature of which depended largely upon
the extent to which lie had developed physically.  To these lads the
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post=war period has proved particularly unfortunate, and many cases
have come to the notice of the Juvenile Fmployvment Department
where no employment whalever has heen found for a year or More,
while others have only heen able o obtain short spells of work with
long intervals between,  1f the case of the normal boy, who has
difficulty in finding employment when school Life is finished, presents
a regretiable spectacle, that of the sub-normal boy may truly be
said to be tragic and a menace to the well-heing of the community.
1t may be said that one of the greatest difliculties experienced is in
keeping in touch with unemployed boys and givls for more than a
month or two at a stretch. '

Of the boys placed 44 per cent. obtained posts as elerks, 226 per
cent. as shop boys, various types of messengers, &e., T'H per eent.
at trades, 75 per cent. al workshops, factories, &e.

The Vducation Commitlee recently decided to undertake all the
duties, hitherto shared with the Labour Exchange, of securing
places for young persons under the age of 18, together with
administration of the Unemployment Tnsurance Aet so far as
affects Juveniles.

In conneetion with ihe placing of the cases, all the medieal
records and notes of the School Medical Officers ave available for the

Ofticers at 1he request of that Department.

VENTILATION, i

Towards the end of the year some experiments were mad
to test the respective merits of the ordinary sash windows and

It so happened that there was one school building in which cer
rooms were fitted with sash windows and adjacent rooms with
vertically-pivotted windows, and two adjacent rooms, approximatel;
the same size, on the first floor of this school, were chosen for th
experiment,  The outside conditions were favourable, there hein
a gentle breeze, but the divection of the breeze was not such as
interfere with the experiment, -




Room A was filied with two vertieally-pivottod windowsg and
0 sash windows; Room B with four sash windows with hinged-top
ventilators above and g faunlight over the door in the wall opposite
the windows. In cach room was a fireplace and a ceiling ventilator.

Three separate experiments were carried out, the rooms being
thoroughly flushed with air after each experiment.

Exreriurxt No. 1. In Room A the two vertically-pivotted
windows were opened to their fullest capacity, and in Room B
the two corresponding sash windows and the ventilators above
were opened as wide as possible, and the fanlight above the
door also opened. Two smoke rockets were ignited in each
room almost simultaneously, the rockets burning for ahout four
minutes and generating equal volumes of smoke. In thirteen
minutes after the rockets had hurnt out the rooms were entered,
and Room A was {then slightly cleaver of smoke than Room B
so far as sight was concerned, and markedly so judging from the
sense of smell.

Exeerivext No. 2 was carried out under similar conditions
to No. 1, except that the fanli ght over the door was kept closed
and only one smoke rocket was used in each room. This experi-
ment was done with a view {o tesling the comparative values
of the two systems when there is no eross ventilation in either
case. Ilirstly, it was noticed that whercas in Room A the
distribution of the smoke over the room soon became uniform,
in Room B the distribution took about two minutes longer, and
the smoke appeared to cireulate up and down close to the
open windows. Eight minutes after the smoke ceased 1o be
generated Room A was distinetly clearver to sight and smaoll
than Room B. The fanlight in Room B was then opened, and

after a further cight minutes there was still a strong smell of
smoke in the reom. ;

Exrerivest No, 8 was econducted with the object of giving
Room B every possible adva ntage over Room A by fully opening
all four sash windows and ventilators above, the Tanlight above
the door heing also fully opened. In Room A the conditions
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were as in the previous experiments.  One smoke rockel was
burnt in each voom, In three minutes after these ceased burn-
ine Room A appeared (o he somewhat elearer than Room 1B, but
when both rooms were entered after eight minutes there was no
pereeptible differencelnoticed in the two rooms.

Coxcrusion.  Bach experiment demonstrates that under atmos-
pherie conditions as on the day in guestion, viz., slight movement
of air, the divection of the breeze heing such that it did not blow
directly on or along the walls beaving the ventilating windows,
the ventilation was more salisfactory in the room with vertically-
pivotted windows, and further, that it was necessary to increase the
number of open sash windows and top ventilators to deuble the
number and arvea of the vertically-pivotted windows before the
ventilation in the two rooms was approximately equal. Tt 1s reason-
able to assume that with a breeze blowing diveetly on, or oue
blowing parallel with the wall carrying the windows, the resull
would be even more in favour of the vertically-pivotted windows.

PROVISION OF MEALS, :

Free meals ave provided for necessitous children on week days

and during school holidays, the numbers atlending durving holidays
being aboul hall those atlending during school terms.

Tlead Teachers, on being satisfied that a child is in need, are
permitted to issue coupons provisionally, reporting the case to the
Director of Education at the end of the week. IMull enquiries by
1|1{:* School Attendance Staff into the family elveumstances arve
then made, The cases are then submitted 1o a Rota of the
Childrven’s Meals Sub-Commitiee, who decide for what period the
coupons shall be continued, if allowed. Except in very special
cases, this period never extends bevond two months, at the end of
which the family civeumstances are again investigated.

In deciding the cases the Children’s Meals Sub-Commitico are
guided by the family income per head, after deduecting the rent.,
Save in excepbional civcumstances, free meals ave not gvanted if
the income per head exeeeds a certain figure.,
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o charge is made fo the parents, but meals ave declined if it
38 considered that the parents are in a position to pay.

In cases fonnd to be receiving Poor Law Relief the Guadians
aire nolified, and if they veport that the relief granted is adequate,
meal coupons arve vefused. The Liverpool Council of Voluntary
Aid is also informed of the cases on the Free Meals Register,

Before any proloneed holiday, the ead Teachers arve requested
to-submit lists of children who, in their opinion, would suffer if
meals were discontinued during the vacation.

The meals were cooked at four of the Day Indusirial Schools
and three of the Special Schools, and from these schools, which
.:,_':a acted as feeding centres, the food, except in the ecase of the
:;: tskirts, was distvibuted fo seven other feeding cenlres,

The numbers of children receiving free meals gradually rose
_t an average of 671 in the middle of January to 2,454 in June,
-.i-.":. largely to the Coal Strike.  After the summer holidays the
numbers were higher owing to the prevailing uwnemployment,
the highest average was 2,703 ot the beginning of October:
subsequently the numbers gradually diminished to 1,891 towards
he end of December, the reduction being mainly due {o ihe
Poor Law Guardians providing a morve liberal scale of velief. The
average nuniber of childven fed during the yvear was 1,842,

| Girls" Camp, ;
~ During the sunmner between 25 and 30 Liverpool school girls,
nominated by the Mead Teachers, were, with the sanction of {he
"f‘ ication Committee, sent weekly to a Girls’ Camp provided at
Wallasey by private generosity.

These girls have been for the past two years examined and passcd
one of the School Medical Officers before going to the Camp.
e 34 were examined in 1921, a small number having to be
ised on medical grounds or on account of being in an wnelean

S R LD R
Medical Officer to the Education Authority,
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APPENDIX A.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

Table I.

i i

Number of Childien Inspected, 1st January 192 Ry December, 192 -.

- L

A.—Routine Medical Inspection.

xrranTs,
Age,
3. 4, b. G,
Boys — 473 4,847 | 2,408
Girls — 460 |- 4,764 | 2,483
Totals ... - 923 0,611 4,801
InTER- : :
MEDIATE LEAVERS. Other |
Groyur. qu. - Tat
Age, - |
E_L 12, 13. 14,
Boys ... 5,007 5434 | 1,210 €n 483
Girls .. nee 6,132 5,052 1,288 49 382
Totals ... 12,120 | 11,086 2,604 109 865
|
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Table II.

Return of Defects Found in the Course of Medical
Inspection in 1g21.

@
T e -

|
I
Fovrive SrEoIALS. .
INsPECTIONS. ¥
Nu;t;rh&r Numbe
mg |'.I.:.1: 1
g || g |
Number under Number .
Dereor on DiSEASE. referred | observa- | referred ]
for tion, for j
Treat- but not Treat- :
ment. referred menk. ‘ _
for '
Treat- H
ment, i1
() | @ | -6 @) ;
q |
MALNUTRITION v e 21 629 29 |
U ROLBANLINESS—
Head ... oue| 0,423 14 112
Bﬂ‘ﬂ}' 'TL] nmn W #EE B 21.3'-"3 " — m
SEIN—
Ringworm-—
]..{'E:Hi waE B EER wEw '5'3 _— EEE
*Body 5 22 14
Eﬂnh'Eé BaE L e waw ﬁ“ —) l)uﬂﬂ‘
*Impetizo e a4 170 61
*Other Diseases [Htm Tuhurcu!mj a7 275 61
Eyr— : =k
*Blopharitis ... &0 346 .. 48
*Conjunctivitis s ol s 30 145 45
*Keratitis 2 s 3
*Corncal Uleer 4 14 4
Corneal Opacities ... . 0
{Defective Vision ... o 2,376 2,805 213‘1‘
Squint . ... .| 074 465 576
Other Conditions ... 21 144 . 22
Ear— -
_ . Delective Hearing ... 38 209 L
Otitis Media ... .. ] 104 636 63
QOther Ear Diseases ... e 149 141 16
{Nose AND THROAT— ' 1 | -
Enlarged Tonsils ... v | 407 2,765 184 A8k
Adencids 188 20646 152 ’
Enlarged Tonsils and Adenoids ...| 210 108 103
Mouth Breathing ... s ) L)1 1,079 248
Other Conditions ... .. 7 30 3
Exraraen Cervicarn Graxps (Non-
Tubercular) ... - 2 e il 1,816 11
Dereorive SPEECH 11 319 5
§Tesr (Doutal Disoases) s 1,968 4,121 164
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Table II.—Continued,

-—

—

S

an
—

Rovrisn SeEcrars.
Insrecrioss.
Number Number
iring iring
m].m kept m%c kept
: Number under Number under
Derecr or Disease, referred | observa- | referred | observa-
for tion, for tion,
Treat- but not Treat- but not
ment. referrved ment. referred
for for
o Treat- Treat-
ment. ment.
() (2) (3) (4) (5)
LEART AND CIRCULATION— 4 1
Heart Disease — '
- Urganic ... ; b 7l 4 43
'Fn.uet:md . 29 G0 B a7
- LEEY -8 ﬁa ﬂag 53 2“3
Hmnuluﬁn o 53 252 G 15
!‘thr Non- Tubamtl]ar; Discases 14 1,211 14 HIE
aw e o E B ﬁT
e E Eaw e e B 4 31
s e 4 9 95 5 49
- %Fu‘ mam mw LR ko — ¢ - - iﬂ
;_ L] srm ama waw o ﬂ l ﬂ
m CEEY mea CE an e ]. 1 'B
ﬂth“ Fﬁl‘m e waw - e, 3 —— lﬁ
Eaw (s e b 2\.3 4 ﬂﬁ
- LI wea 2 " M E da
% au _— ] lm ﬁ EH
; o 15 223 3 45
anw s i@ .B ﬁg 2 E
= & 3 24 137 (i od
+T85 ANKD IIEMEEE waa 21“ 1 Efﬁ' IH 1.“33

of Individual
or Ailments Clinics) o

-utﬂm ani

ng treatment.

mEE

Children having Defects which required Treatment
kept under Observation {uxr]udmg eiuldmn treated at the

ve of children treated at t‘-hﬂ Minor Ailmnntu Clinics,

Eor defective vigion do not invelve the children sulfering
* Nose and Throat,” no individual

'hﬂbrﬂn&hﬂ!admﬂﬂﬂ‘ s
nmmwhuunn (3) and () were not referred for treatment mthﬁy

e

.....

27,862

For these, see
from squint.
child appears under more
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Table III.
Numerical Return of all Exceptional Children in the Area
in Igﬁr
Boys. | Girls, | Tota
Brixp Attending Public Elementary Schools | 110 | 128 | 23
(Including partially blind) | Attending Certified Schools for the :
within the meaning of the Blind aee| 24 58
Flementary Education | Attendin Defective Vision Class ...| 10 31 b
(Blind and Deaf Children) [ Not at School . wealt R 13 | 26
Act, 1803,
Dear axp Dums
(Including partially deaf) | Attending Public Elementary Schools | — -
within the meaning of the | Attending Certified Schools for the
Elementary Education Deaf . o e arf B0 55
(Blind and Deaf Children) | Not at Emlm-nl 4ok AR ]
Act, 1893
Attending Public Elementary Schools | 211 | 173
Attending Certified Schools for
Feclle- Mentally Defective Children - 218 {233
minded. Notified te the Local Control
Authority by Local Education .+l
Authority tlurmg tJm yenr P . 1
MeNTALLY Kot at School . .| 22 26
DEFICIENT.
At Bcl":'n] puw e anm o e e
Imbeciles, | Not at School ... iy 3 14 ]
Notified to Lancs, Asylums Board ...| 17 16 =
Idiut&. LERY LR LER LK LR EERED Iﬂ 1 Lr1
Notified to Lancs. Asylums Board ...| — 4 4
Attending Public Elementary Schools | & bl
Attending Cerlified Bchools for !
EriLrertics. Flpllu e ... 3 —
In Institutions other t-lmn Ehrls:ﬁm;l :
Schaools = i 2 =3 '3
Rut' '&t &hﬂﬂ] (LT ) dad idd L ﬂﬁ H i :;
Attending I'ublic Elementary Schools | — -- -
Attending Certified Schools for .
Pulmonary Physically Defective Children .| =— | —
Tuberculosis.| In Il‘lﬂl:-i'l-l.llmlm other than Certified .
Schools ki i ecsl BT 48 |
- Hut' “ &]Ina] L L] LR L 119 m. L]
Attending Public Elementary Schools | 27 | 233
Crippling | Attending Certified Sehools for - Lo
due to Pl:ymcal]:y Defective Children ... 64 | 47 | 1L
Tuberculosis.| In Institutions other t-lmn Carbilin-d'
Sehools e e 28 | 30
Nl‘.lt -ﬂ-t‘ S‘“hﬂ'ﬂl Trm mEa A wrn H m :
Crippling due{ Attending Public Elemen Ychools | 203 | 141
Puystcarnny | to eauses | Attending Certified Schools for !
Devperive. | other than lesmnllir Defective C'Iulllrnu < M0 | 113
Tuberculosiz,) Tn Institutions other than Certified
Tie , Paralysis,|  Sehools 2 .| 81 17
Rickets, Not at School . 70 | 111
Trawmatism. ;
Other Ph et
cal Defectives 3 L
g, delicate ] Attending Public Elementary Schools | 130 | 106
andotherchil-| Attending Open Air Schools ... - 26 G
dren suitable | Attending fied Schools for )
for admission]  Physically Defective Children,
to Open Air other than Open Air Schools | 85 | 122
:'Dlli]-‘ Hﬂt “ Sﬂhﬂlﬂ s CrT aas aEs 141 211
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Table VI

Summary relating to Children Medically Inspectea at the p:.-'-.-s

Inspection during the year, 1921.

N — .
- —

{1) The total number of u]uldrun -Tl'lDf]lFilHj' tnapucl;cd at the routine |
inapections b > ST

(2) The mnmhur of children in (1) suffering from—
Balnutrition L T e =
Skin Disease e
Defective Vision I_’Ilm]ur]mg Hqumi-]
Eye Discase
Delective Hearing
Ear Diseass

R O s R ]
R R R s

Noae and Throat Discase e
Enlarged Cervical Glands {Non L} ulmrnuhr} A
‘Defective Speech e

Dental Diseaze ...

|

|

Heart Discase— |
Organic el | R

Funotional . =ik |

Anaemia ... - f

Lung Disease {Nr:m Tuhmﬂﬂur] i |

Tubereulosis— :

Pulmonary—Definite “ee S |

Suspected ... i ke Sa l

Non-Pulmonary ... - s i

Dizenses of the Nervons System seai i
Deforinitics . i ey covdl B e

Ullhﬂl- .E'Bi'ﬂﬂt-ﬂ Etlfl Dﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ LR LR ERE BER _:lll !

(%) The number of childeen in (1) suffering from defects {chnr thm :
uncleanliness or defective clothing or footgear) who require ih!'

be kept under observation (but not referred for treatment)

{4) The number of children in (1) who were referred for treatment (exelu
ing uncleanliness, defeetive elothing, ete.) .. s e

(5) The number of children in (1) who received treatment for one
maore defects (exeluding uncleanliness, defective elothing, ete.)
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HIGHER SCHOOLS. l

..
TABLE 1l.-——Continued. ;
Rourixe [; SPECIALS. |
IxspreTIONS. I |
Number ' Number 1
wuw ' uiring '
to tﬁu kﬁp_ﬂ_ !
Number umlev Number 1
reforred | observa- - referred D]JEH'I"I- |
Derrer o TNSEASE. for tion, for tion, '
- Treat- | but mot = Treat- | but not 1
ment. referred  ment. referred !
for | for ,
Treat- Treat-
menk. 5 ment.
(1) (2) @y 1 8
Exnanaip CERVICAL Gmxus (Non- - g
Tubercular) iriks o e 111 l —
DEFECTIVE SPEECH 1 41 l 4
TEETH— |
Dental Discases 291 208 | ]
Heanr aNn CIROULATION— !
Heart Disease— |
Organio o s wneaws 3 23 l 1
Tunckional 10 bl | -
Qnmmm. . 1 [ S H
Luras— 1-
Emﬂl“tilﬂ waw LR ol e g ! LT
Other Non-Tubercular I}laﬂmm 2 . 8 L Fe
T U BERCULOSIS — |
Pulmonary— |
]}Gﬁﬂltﬂ o e wam aw = —_— Il S—
s‘llﬁ?lﬂﬂluﬂd ey awa . 1 e
Non-Pulmonary— 1
Gl““ds L] aen aEa — 4 i e
‘;' i““ ga s sum W i = e l __
?ur Tones and. Juints . ik
Ek‘n wwn FEE E e LR —a I i l g
Other Forms. .- sse s =¥ 4 i s
i
NERrvoUs SYSTEM— - 1
Epilﬁiﬂy T anm mam Bas e 2 I —
G]!I.Ol‘ﬁll... pam nnm naw Frrs = 4 s
Other Conditions .. % — 15 e
DEFORMITIES— l
E-il.‘.]-lﬁl-& anw NN ] an i H —_—
Spinal Curvature ... T 38 \ 1
'U'I-I“lﬁl' ]."H[‘fl'!ﬂ anm P #aw aw “ M ]:
Flat Foot ... s - 40 118} 2
Orier DEFECTS AND DISEASES 52 355 l g

Humher of Tndividual Children having Dcfml.a whicin_rnquire Treatment or Q_
be kept under Observation i by b

e

e ——— e e e —
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B.—Treatment of Visual Defects.
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' HIGHER SCHOOLS.

d

Board of LEducation—Table VI.—Summary relating to Children Medically

Inspc{:tcd at the Routine Inspcctiuns during the year 1921.

- e .

(1) The total number of children medically inspected at the routine inspections

(2) The number of children iu (1) HUIIcrmg [mm—
Malnutrition v
Skin Discase
Defective Vision [n:cludmg Eqm::t-]
Eyc Diseaso
Dofective Hearing ..

- ' wawm maw Wn
Ear Discase
Nose and Throat Diseaso ... i Prit .
Enlarged Cervical Glands ..
Defeclive Specch ... oo .
Dental Disease ... . % : A
Heart Discase—
Organic - ‘
Functional ... . e
A-l\“ﬁlllli' LLE] -x ruy e gt | iuy LAY LA 3
Lung Discase (Non- T ubereular) .. :
Tubereulosia—
Pulmonary—Dolinite S #E
'bllﬂlilﬂﬂtﬂd waw maw LR o e ars
Non-Pulmonary oo f.
Discase of the Nervous System ... . o &
]]‘GEDUI‘Ilf.-lBS RS - [ aEw maw LY L)
Othor Defcets and Diseasca Sax -4

a

(3) Tho number of children in (1) suffering from dofécts (other than unclean- |

lineas or delective clothing or foolgear) who requim to bu I:npb
under observation (but not referred for treatment)

(4) The number of children in (1) who were referred for treatment (excluding
uncleanliness, defective clothing, ete.) ...

(6) The number of children in (4) who received treatment for one or more
defeets (excluding uncleanliness, defective clothing, ete) ..

[ —————— — e ———— -
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APPENDIX C.

REPORT BY THE INSPECTOR OF PHYSICAL
EXERCISES FOR THE YEAR 1921,

© 8rarr.—The addition of Miss M. Hallett to the Iuspectorial
Staff, who commenced her duties in January, 1921, has rendered
more effective and comprehensive the work of advising teachers in
"l'-ha correct methods of conducting physical training lessons in the
E’Jiy Schools, of erganising and supervising teachers’ classes,
games and swimming instruction.

Svirasus.—The Board of Edueation Syllabus of Physical
Mraining is used throughout the Elementary Schools of Liverpool,
uniformity of policy thus being oblained. Teachers recognise thal
the aim of physical instruction is not to produce a few experts,
but to cutivate the physical powers of each individual child. Their
‘recognition of this point is evidenced by the more extensive intro-
‘duction of team work and group games, the aim being to secwre
. the active participation iu games of all pupils.

Tracenrs’ Crasses.—During the Winter Session ending Mareh,
1921, ten 'Teachers’ courses in Physical Training, Games and
Dancing were conducted during  evenings and on Saturday
mornings. Five hundred teachers who altended these classes
voluntarily thus had the opportunity of acquiring kunowledge of the
dresh ideas and new methods suggested in the Board’s Revised
Syllabus.

- For the term September to December, 1921, it was decided
to discontinue classes of two hours’ duration, which included
physical exercise and dancing, faught by separate teachers.
Eleven shori courses of twelve lessons each were held, the lessons
being assigned to varions branches of the subject, as follows :—

Three couises of twelve lessons each in Physical Training
and Games for-Junior and Tufant Teachers—duration 1} hours

cach.
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Four courses of twelve lessons each in Physical Training
and Games for Senior Class Teachers—duration 1} hours each

Three courses of twelve lessons each in School Dancing and
Games—duration 1} hours each.

One course of twelve lessons in Physical Training and
Games for Head and Assistant Masters—duration 1} howrs

each.

Over seven hundred teachers applied for inclusion in these
classes, and of these 431 were envolled. The average attendances
at all these voluntmry clusses shewed a great improvement i
comparison with similar classes held in previous years.

The following special teachers of Physical Training were
appointed by the Education Committee to assist the Tuspectors ol
Physical Training in conducling these courses:—

Miss Donne, Chelsea Physical Training College.

Miss Hassells, Dartford ,, i 5

Miss W. Edwards, Liverpool Physical Training College.
Miss M. Finert, % 33 " i
Miss ¥. Lewis, Summer Course, Scarborough.

Miss Monteith, o 2 55

Mra.-P. Belli v = 5 i »

Organised Games for Elementary School
Children during School Hours, 1921,

Progress has bheen made by the Education Committee towards
securing playing fields for the special use of the elementary
ccholars of the City. Sites in five districts have been viewed, and
it is expected that on at least four of these sites, viz., Knotly Ash
(8 acres), lidge Lane (4 acves), Allerton (8 acres), and Clubmoo
(8 acres), Jand will be definitely assigned for future development
as playing fiells. When acquired, the full use of these playing
fields by the elementary school childven will depend on
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transport facilities which it is to be hoped will be granted by {he
Tramways Committee, as of necessity these open spaces are all a
considerable distance from the slum areas of the Cily.

Meanwhile the Parks and Gardens Committee have continued to
grant permission for organised games to be played iu various Parks
and Open Spaces during school hours under the supervision of
teachers. Under this scheme 179 departments out of a total of
20T senior departments have made provision in their time-tables

for organised games in other than school playgrounds. "The

following figures show the extent to which fourteen of these
~ Open Spaces are used :—
No. of Departments | Weekly
; Total
Estimated - | - Attendance
Namoe of Park. Play . according Lo
' acreage. [Mixed.| Boys. | Girls. | Time Table,
!
| g |
1. Princes Park . Wi we| *1B acres. b 14 | 10 4,417
[ 2. Balton Park ne i el WD o b I 1 3,305
3. Stanley Park Sk 0 2 10 3 3,844
4. Wavertree Playground ... | 36 ,, b 4 2 2,774
. 5. Wavertres Park .... s Tt N L e 2 4 3 2 591
ﬁ- Eimi] Pﬂrlt L L] (LY CEE] EEw ﬂ 3] - E‘ 5 2.431
7. Kensington Gardens .., o A0, 1 4 G 2,749
8. Lower Breck Reereation Ground | 18, 1 G -— 1,329
9. Rupert Lane Recreation Ground - B 2 5 3 2,042
| 10. Kirkdalo Recreation Ground  ...| 3 - 1 4 b 3,085
I 11. Newsham Park ... i [l ik @ 1 1 1,062
_[ 12. Rice Lane Recreation Ground .| 12, 2 2 1 1,550
i 13. Garston Recreation Ground  _..| 20 , 3 1 1 1,508
| 14 Woollon Woods * . sl T 1 ] 1 1,443
I; e e ———— =LA e — =2
i * Certain portions of these spaces have not been used during the autumn

months owing to re-turfing operations,

r—
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In addition to the above, 19 other open spaces (some very small)
are used successfully for Organised Games and Physical Exercises,

by schools which have inadequate plaverounds.
B ] JB

Organised Games in the Public Parks—
Midsummer Holiday, 1921,

The scheme suceessfully started in 1920 of organising games for _
the benefit of children of the City who for various reasons are

unable to go away for their holidays was repeated during the
Summer holiday, 1921. The Eduecation Committee appointed paid
Supervisors in five of the most frequented Parks, viz. :—Sefton,

Stanley, Princes, Newsham, and Wavertree Playeround. The

chief attraction to the children proved to be, as was anticipated,

the games apparatus which was provided. The provision of
storage huts in each of the five Parks proved a boon to the
Supervisors, and great appreciation was shewn by the boys of
the cane-handled ecricket bats which were supplied. The other
apparatus supplied was mainly of a simple type, and congratula-

tions are due {o the Manual Imstruction Centres where it was

matde.

The Supervisors appointed recognised the possibilities of the
situation, and they not only distributed apparatus, but played with
the children, coached them in their games, and organised teams,
leagues, inter-park matches and sports’ days.

There was this year a considerable amount of voluntary

help from parents, University students, and onlookers. This is
especially pleasing, as in the year 1920 there was no response to
adverfisements in the papers inviting voluntary assistance.

The children were very conscientious in the returning of
apparatus, although allowed to scatter long distances from the huis
for their games. The approximate average daily atfendances are

T AR © . B
appended,

s e —— iy S ———"

1
1
o
L
1
|
q
-
|
&
a
4
i
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Ironwork :—
Angle Irons for base of Toothall I‘nqh i 8n6

'SPJ'LL“: 1 1y 13 'y e (L)
Net-Ball Rings e 41 00RSEEE

Other details of games apparatus supplied by the Edueatic
Committee to the FElementary Schools during the past year are
enumerated below :—

' Lo 8

620 Tooiballs (various sizes) ... SER - 1
2,075 Tennis Balls (covered or uncovered) ... 110 16
534 Cricket Balls (composition) s A

436 Baseballs ... O

R0 Tug-of-war Rapes ... vin el
63 Skipping Ropes (42 feet) ... R -
260 v (20 feet) ... & 11
2560 Cricket Bats e ves D0 20
Balls and Skipping Ropes for Infants’ Dept. 93 0
Repairs to Cricket Bats 3 T

Timber, Iron, ete., used at Manual Centres ... &1 10

=T - — T - T

» 171 3. G

Swimming Instruction—Elementary

School—Season, 1921,

The Liverpool Corporation Baths Commitiee has Eﬁ-pper"'_' ol
wilh the Edueation Committee in extending facilities for th‘a:
use of the Public Baths of Liverpool by Elementary H
children during school hours. .

Fach Bath has been used to its fullest extent during the summe
months, except during the two months when the Coal St
necessitated the temporary closure of all Baths. As an experim
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November and December, and good use of it was made by the
peighbouring schools.  As the experiment has proved popular, it
ias been deemed worth while 1o continue it during the remaining

inter months.

Instruction in swimming and life-saving has been carried out by
the school teachers, and it is pleasing to be able to report that
here has been a decided effort by a number of teachers throughout
‘the City not only to teach pupils to swim, bui to improve the style
of swimming, and to introduce instruetion in life-saving methods.
_! is to be hoped that the number of teachers who systematically
feach Jand drill at school, and swimming exercise al the Baths,

will inerease as experience is gained.

- The healthy competitions conducted by the Teachers’ Associa-
r ps have been instrumental in maintaining a remarkable spivit
keenness in achieving swimming prowess. This is to be noted
'_'. schools which have easy access to the Baths, and especially in
the Garston district, where considerable added enthusiasm is
inculeated by the local Swimming Club, and the advisory expert,

Mr. Howcroft.

I, The smooth working of the ducation Commitiee’s scheme of
school bathing has been helped by the courlesy shown to teachers
] the inferest taken in school swimming by the Baths’ Superin-
dents on all oecasions.  The enthusiasm for swimming is shared

almost unanimously by the parents of the children.

:*}'I"he following figures give the numbers of school bathers at the
Public Baths for the week, September 26th-30th, 1921. It will be
that the boys maintain a high attendance, but a much bigger
: iz shown by the girls. This increase is expected to
inue, and more time and extended facilities will cerlainly be

1 Zhsle 'I."y il‘.'l. Sﬂaﬂm 192’"2’1
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ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK ENDING SEPT. 30rm, 1021,

i e ———

Number of
half-days
available for : Name of Bath, Boys’ Girls' ToTal.
— Attendance | Attendance.
Boys. | Girls,
8 4 Burroughs Gardens 1,753 502 2 985
G 2 Cornwallis Street ... dn 083 281 1,264
(1] 3 Garston * ... 954 598 1,552
i 3 Lister Drive e B 362 1,567
7 3 Lodge Lane s 1,534 540 2,084
9 3 Margaret Street ... i 2,980 632 h 3,612
5 2 Picton Road 605 366 1,064
& 3 _| Queen’s Drive ... 612 501 1,113
9 2 Steble Street sus aus 2,445 404 2,900
{1 3 Westminster Road | 2,000 917 2,093
72 28 15,270 5,173 20,444
Cf. attendance for week in 1920 ... .| 14,624 3,017 | 18,511
Da. do. 1919 oo 11,452 2,922 1'4,3114'

mmr= —— e
—

Thus over 20,000 school children have weekly free accommoda-
tion during the swummer months in the ten Public Baths under
consideration. This is creditable, but when it is known that there
are approximately 55,000 childven in the City’s Elementary Schools
over the age of 10 years, it will be seen that accommodation is
insufficient, if the ideal ** teaching all to swim ** is to be aimed at.

The Commifiee's scheme of school bathing limits the number
children in charge of a teacher to forty, but very frequenily
squads of pupils with two teachers have to share the Bath at tl ""
same {ime, This congestion al the Baths does not give s
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The Voluntary Work of the Liverpool Teachers'
Association, in connection with the Sports

and Swimming of Elementary Scholars
out of School Hours, 1921.

Two District Sports’ Committees of teachers have suceessfully
organised and conducted games and competitions, out of school
hours and on Saturdays, for the Elementary Schools of the City,
during the year 1921, The recently formed Association of Sechool
Masters (Liverpool Branch of the N.A.S.) confined their efforts to
catering for the boys, while the older Association (Liverpool
Branch of the N.U.T.) continued and extended the athletic
activities of the girls.

Tixtracts from the Annual Reports of the Sports’ Committees of
these two Associations arve here appended :—

Bovs.

¢ The review of the work accomplished during the first year

of the Sports’ Committee under the auspices of the Liverpool

Association of School Masters eannot fail to give the greatest

satisfaction to our members, and the nimost confidence for tho

future. At no time has a more lLealthful and vigorous spirit

enthused the workers.

¢ he 1921 Feotball Competition was highly successful, the
all-conquering caveer of the City team culminating in the
winning of the Tnglish Schools Championship. The Foothall
Teagues attracted a large number of entries, and this resulted
in a most successful series of games. Ninely-three teams
entered the competitions (ef., in 1920, 69 teams).

¢¢ Qimilar support was accorded the summer game of Cricketl
(entries from 71 teams—cf., in 1920, 63 teams) and Baseball
(entries from 43 teams—ecf., in 1920, 33 teams)., The
popularity of the latter game extends year by year, and being
less costly to run, provides-an excellent substitute for Cricket. =

¢« A1l hranches of the boys’ Swimming activities flourished
(3,166 certificates being awarded), despite the cloging of the
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Baths during a lavge part of the swimming season. (fonsider-
able numbers qualified for Cerlificates of Proficiency and
Awards of the Royal Life-Saving Sociely (289 Awards in all),
and the Swimming Leagues atiracted a big entry. Seven
District Galas (3,157 individual entries) were organised, and
all achieved a splendid success. Individual championships —
100 yards Free Style, 75 3/5 seconds; 100 vards Breast Stroke,
83 3/b seconds; 100 yards Back Stroke, 89 4/5 seconds.
Many outstanding successes have been gained, notably the
English Schoolboy Championship, while the team of six
Liverpool schoolboys selected to compete against the pick of
the London schoolboys won their inter-city eontest with ease.

¢ Generally considered, your Associalion may take pride
the fact i{hat there is every evidence that the athletics of our
Liverpool bhoys was never wmore efliciently organised and
supporied.

“ Capt. R. W. Joxes, M.C., IHon. See.”’

Gmis.

¢ Ple Rounders Leagues have had a most successful season.
Thirly-six Senior and twenty-five Junior teams entered, these
being the highest sumbers ever recorded, showing that th
competition is becoming more popular. Four Senior and four
Junior Leagues were formed.

¢« Phe Girls' Athletie Festival took place on August 31st,
and for this occasion a programme differing from those of
previous years was arranged.  In addition to the Tinals of the
Qenjor and Junior Rounders’ Competition, there were flat races
for squadrons and individuals, and other races requiring both
&kill and speed. The large number of entries, 63 for inter-
school squadron and 921 for individual races, quite justified!
their inelusion in the programme. A distinetly pleasing
foature of the festival was a display of Tolk Dancing, in which
children from 19 echools took part, and much interest was
shown in a demonstration game of Net Ball. In all,
about 1,600 girls parficipated in the festival, A new
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competition has been formed for Net Ball, and 19 schools have
entered,  Twenty-seven schools entered the Swimming e
Competitions, ithat being the largest number of entrants e
recorded. These were divided into six District Leagu
Three Swimming Galas were held (690 girls competed),
some very fine swimming was seen. Individual Cham
ships:—15 yards Dreast Stioke, 66 seconds; Tb yards
Style, 58 seconds. Swimming Certificates awarded, 1,028
Life-Saving Awards, T2. '

-

“Not the least interesting of the competitive Swim
events of the year was the meeting between leams ¢
Tondon aud six Liverpool girls; the London girls, though t
Josers, beat their own previous record. | by

A. M. Morvoy, Hon. ‘

The "Teachers’ Associations responsible for this re
voluntary effort by the Tlementary School Teachers of L
in developing and extending the athletic activities of
children out of school hours, have received oflicial le
congratulation and appreciation from the Education Commitiee

ALTRED L. HARRIS,

Inspector of Physical 7"
Februwry. 16th, 1922,



