[Report 1959] / Medical Officer of Health, Lichfield City & County.

Contributors
Lichfield (England). City & County Council.

Publication/Creation
1959

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ecmzcp9j

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













CITY AND COUNTY OF LIGHFIALD

ANINUAL REPORT
of the

Medipal Officer of Health

1259

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councdllors,
City and County of Lichfield,

I have pleasure in presenting ry report on the hoalth of the City and
on the work of tho Hoalth Dopartment of the Council in 1959,

The report is in the same general form as in previcus years, but a
1little more information is included relating to infant deaths, while cne or
two tables, given in previous reports, are omitted on this ocemsion,

Generally speakdng, the pleture shown is o satisfactory one, with a low
incidence of infectious diseases, and with vitel steatistiocs compearing quite
favourably with those of previous years in the City K and with those of the
country as a whole in 1959,

It is oncouraging to note the information given in the Clty Surveyor's
seotion of tho roport regording results obtoined by tho treatment of sewage
at the neww sewage disposal works,

I would again take this opportunity of thenking members and officers of
the Council for their continued help and ococoperation durding the yoar.

C.B. JIMT30N,
Medieal Officer of Hoalth,

Guildhall,
July, 1960,






GENERLL STATISTICS

Particulers of aroa, population, houses, total rateable valus of property
and product of a penny rate are set out below in the some form as in previous
VOArSse
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It will be seon thet the figuwres reflect the sams steady increases which
have been evident during rocent yooars,

VITAL STATISTICS

These statisties, which may be used as & yardstick for the assessment of
the heelth of the community, are set out belowi=

Live Births Male  Fomole  Total
Legitimate a7 109 206
Illegitimate 5 " 9

Total 107 113 215

Live Dirth Rate per 1,000 Population - 17.6

5till Births Malg Female Total
Logltimete . o £
Illegitinato 1 — 1
Total 1 2 3

8till Birth Rate per 1,000 Live and Still Births = 1357

Denths of Infants Under Four Wecks of lge Male  Fomnle  Total
Lepitimata 1 1 2
I1legitimate = — =

Total 1 1 2

Neonatal Doath Rate per 1,000 Live Dirthe - 9,3






Doaths of Infants Under One Year of Age Male Fennle Total

Legitimate 5 1 L
Illogitimate - - .
Total 3 1 L

Infant Death Rato por 4,000 Liwe Births - 18,6

Male  Pemele  Total

Dea’ AfTE 65 S0 155
Death Rate por 1,000 Fopulation = 12,7

The figures show that one death in every 24 was illegitimate, which
oapares with one birth in 15 in 1958, and ome in 22 in 1957.

The still birth rate was a relatively satisfactory one, the figure of
13,7 compardng with figures of 26,0 in 1957, 22,7 in 1956, 20,7 in 1955,
30,8 in 1954, 25,0 in 1953 and 22,9 in 1952, It is cbvious that, in the
light of tho fluctuations wihich inevitably coowr when o amall nuiber of eomses
are being deelt with, too ruch should not be read into the present favoursble
figures,

The following table shows the relationship between the birth, death and
infant death rates in 1959 and those ocourring in other rece nt years:=

Yoar Eatimated Inf'snt
Population Birth Rate Death Rate Doath Rate

1946 9,082 24,0 19,7 5,7
1947 9,816 22,9 10,5 3565
1948 10,170 20,5 10,9 384
1949 10, 200 175 137 333
1950 10, 400 1642 10,5 650
1954 10, 760 15,8 10,8 52,9
1952 10,870 15,7 10,1 1146
1953 10, 930 17.8 16.8 30,7
1954 10,930 20,1 11.8 LS. L
1955 10,980 172 12,0 L2. 3
1956 11,050 19,5 12,2 18,6
1957 14, 190 20,1 1,6 26, T
1958 11,510 2.4 12,4 2hol
19 59 12,180 176 12,7 18,6

As will be seen, tho birth ratec was lower than in the throc previous yoars,
tho death rate higher than in tho five previous years and the infant doath rate
the same as in 1956 and the lowest exoept one in 2ll tho other yoars since 134és
After adjusting the locel figpures, where necessary, in accordance wlth the
comparability factors prowided by the Registrer Gemeral, to allow for the
varation of the loosl population from that of the country as a whole, the
following table shows the comparison between our loosl figures and the national
onesi=






Live Stdill Neonatal Infant Danth
Area Eirth Birth Death Death Rate
Hate Hate Rata Hate
Oity and Cownty of Lichfield | 1644 137 G 3 18.6 9,0
Bngland and Weles 16.5 20,7 15.6 22,0 11.6

It will be seen that, on this cccasion, all the loeal figures, except the
birth rate, compare very favourably with those for the coumtry as a wholo,

QAUSES OF DEATH

The following table shows the causes of death of persons ordinarily
resident in the City, regardless of where the death actunlly ocouwrredi=

DMHsoasc

Total
1955

Total
1956

Total
1957

Total
1958
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Tuberculosis

Other Tuberculozis

Syphilitic Discase

Diphtherda

Whooping Cough

Meningocooccal Infections

sgute Poliomyelitis

Measles

Other Infective and Forasitio
Dizeasa

Malignant Neoplasm of Stomach

¥alignant Neoplaasm of Lung
and Bronchus

Melignant Necplasm of Breast

lalignmt Neoplaam of Uterus

Othor Malignant & Lywphatic
Nooplaams

Loukasmia and Alouknomin

Disbetes

Vasoular Losiong of Nervous
Syveten

Coronary Discase and Angina

Hypertension with Hoort Discase

Othor Hoart Discasc

Other Circulatory Disease

Influenza

Pnoumcnda

Bronchitis

Other Dissases of Respiratory

tem

Tloar of Stomach and Ducdoniun

Gestritis, Bnteritis and
Diarrhcea

Nephritis and Hephrosis

Hyperplasia of Prostate

Pregnenaoy, Childbirth and
Abhortion

Congenital Malformations
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Disense Total Total Total Total | 1959
1955 1956 1957 1958 %| 7| Totad
Other Defined and Ill-Defined
Digseases 21 14 23 33 |11 |12 23
Motor Vehicle Accidents 1 3 1i 2 2| = 2
All Other Acoidents — T 2 3 1] 2 3
Suleide 1 1 1 2 1| = 1
Homiedde and Operetions of War - 1 —_ | | - —
132 135 130 143 | 65 | 20 155

Of the infants dying before the end of the fourth week, one death was
attributed to prematurity, while the other was dup to a congenital abnormality,

In the cese of the two children who survived the first four weecks of 1life bub
suooumbed before the end of the first joar, one death was due to ocomplications in
the lung following aspiration of milk dwring feeding and the seccnd fo & congenital
abnormality caueing ranal failure,

There were no deaths in children between one year and 15 years of age, which
shows the vast improvement which has been achieved in the field of child core during
the past gemeration.

It iz also satiafactory to note that only 17 males snd 9 females dled botwoen
the ages of 15 years and 65 years, leaving the vest majordty of deaths in the age=-
groups over 65 years of age. It is notoble that males predominated in the former
group while females more in a considersble majordty in the latter group, a tendency
which is cammon to 2ll pexrts of the country.

Tha one death attributed to pulmonary tuberculosis ccourred in a man who had
been suffering from a chronic form of the disease for a number of years, It is well
known that results of treatment in these cases are much less satisfactory than in
tha acute infections now belng diagnosed.

Ths muber of deaths resulting from influenza appesrs rather swprisingly high
in view of the abeence of any large scale epidemic during tho yoer, On golng into
the circumstancos more fully, however, investigation reveals that only two of tho
victims were under 75 years of age, while even thesc two were in late middle age.
It is cbvious that, in fact, almoat all the deaths ococwrred in persens who were
alrendy at the end of their life span, and were of little or no epidemiclogical

gignificance,

As in all recent years, no death was sttributable to prognency, childbirth or
sbortion,

Both of the deaths attributoble to motor vehicle accidents occurred in adult
mel o8,

In the ocose of doaths resulting from accidents other then those involving motor
vehicles, the ploture is quite @ifferent, two of the threo persmms being females,
one quite elderly end the other in late middle oge, This is, of ocourse, the typienl
finding in deaths of this nature,






NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISHASES OTHER THAN TUBERCULOSIS

Tha toble shown below sets out the nmudber of onses of the verious
notifinble infeatious dlsenses, other then tuberculosis, notificd in 1959 and
the preceeding 8 yoars:i=

Nature of Case | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 | 1956 | 1957 |1958 | 1959
Moaslas 12 23 2L8 — 127 2 215 52 209
Whooping Cough 65 1 86 - 2 7 11 15 9
Prneumonia 3 1 15 1 ' 9 & - 2
Searlet Fever 1 L 1 —_— 2 L 2 3 T
Puerpernl “

Pyrexic 8 17 8 8 L (3 17 T 4
Dyzentery 2 1 | —-— T 20 [ = 1

Sip——
Food Polsoning - — 1 - - o L 2 —
-

Pornlytic
antiﬁ — == o —— 1 —— 2 ——— ———
Ophthelmin f

Neonetorum —_ - - — - - 1 1 1
Estipﬁlaﬂ g | 1 === —— —_— — 1 — 1

It will be seen that the nurber of oases of measles wers very mich larger
that in tho preceding year, and tle incidenco over a period of years
illustrates well the biennial gwing of the gpidemic wave, which is so
characteristic of this disecase, Fortunately, the disecse was again of o
relatively milk charseter, snd caused no deaths, The pontinued high inr_:ad.dmm
of this diserse controsts with the greatly reduced incidence of other diseases,
such as diphtheris, whooping cough and poliomyelitis, which cen, in most cases,
be prevented by the appropriste inoculation, There is ot presont no :.nr:'u.cat:i.on
thot any imamdising measure suiteble for long term use can be expected in the
near future, Such on incoulation would, if availsble, be a very greaot advence,
as the disease, though not = very serlous one, cnuses considerchle
disorganisetion both in famdly life and in school woxk,

The next most prevalent disease, scarlet fover, is, of course, another
which is not yet subject to preventive inoculation, It is indeed fortumate
that this disease is now of a mild character, and is ono which respends well to
modern treatment,






It is satisfactory to note that there have been no casos of diphtheris,
and only a smell nuber of cnses of whooping cough end poliomyelitis during
recent years, It is quite reasonable to attribute the relative froodom from
these scrious disesses to the rreventive work undertakom on & lerge socale at
infant welfare olinics, in schools, eand in the surgeries of tho family doctors,
This is very satisfactory reward for the very considersble lobour and
axpenditure invelved in ecarrying ocut this worlke,

TUBERCULOSTS

Iwo capes of tuberculcsis were notified during the year., Both erses
ogourred in sdult males, cne being L7 and the other 34 years of age,

The one death from the disease wirlch ocourred during the year has slready
been mentioned in sn earlisr paragraph,

The following table shows how the incidence of new cases and deaths in
1959 compared with those cxporienced in earlisr ysarsi—

New Coses | Denths

Yanr Pulmonary ! Non Pulmonary Pulmonary Nenm=Pulmonaxy

M F M F M F M F
1946 5 1 3 1 2 1 1 |- -
1947 o 2 1 1 2 1 1 -
1948 6 7 2 — 2 S -
1543 a3 5 2 e 1 T e gy
1550 3 3 3 3 3 - : e ==
1951 1 G 1 e B2 L =
1952 L 1 —— L 2 1 - -
1953 2 1 1 1 — = -
1954 L 2 1 - —_ e - 1
1955 3 L 1 - - s 1 -
1956 i — | - -— 1 - | - —
1957 1 -— | - - - —— | - _—
1958 1 1 | - -— — f m= = | ==
1959 2 e - 1 el -

L

It will be seen that the number of new cnses of pulmenary tuberculosls now
coming to 1light is apprecisbly smeller than that shown year by year up to o few
yeors ago, and that the incidence among femnles is verticularly low coanpared
with that in males,






The continued absence of new cases of non=pulmonary tuberculosis is a
very sctisfactory result of the vast improvement which has taken place during
recent years in the saflety of milk supplies, partly duve to the elimination
of tuberculosis from deiry herds in the ares supplying the local
distributors, end pertly to the heat treatment of all milks othor than those
dorived from attested hords,

The arrengements for diagnosis, treatment and swwveillance of aatients and
investigntions of contacts conmtinued as in recent years. Propt sdmission to
hospital of those persons requiring such admission was a Tavourable featurc of
the work, which no doubt pleyed a lorge part in minimising the spresad of
infection,

HOSPITAL JCCOMMODATION

Beds were agein freely aveilanble for the reduced nunber of patients
sufferdng from the various infectious diseases, including tuberculosis,
regquiring them, The faot that sdmdssions were to relatively distant hospitals
did not appear to ceuse any great difficulty, slthough it is, no doubt,
somewhat inoonvienient to the relatives of the peatients concerned,

In the omse of maternity patients, acocormodation was again restricted to
those mothors requiring it on mediocal or on fairly strong sceial grounds,
reports being furmished, where necessary, in relation to applicationa in the
latter cotogory.

Raal Aifficulty apain occurred in asouring the admission of chronic sick
and elderly persons to suiteble hospital accommodation, There is no doubt that
the shortage of hospital beds for this type of patient is the cause of
considersble herdship both to the patients concermed ond to their relatives.
Inoressed provision in this field would appear to be the greatest logel need
in the hospitel service,

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACTS, 1948 AND 1951.

No motion was token during the year to compel any person to enter cither
& hostel or a hospital, such action being, of course, reserved for coses of
very extrems urgency. Asrrongements were mede, in suiteble cases, for district
nursing snd home=help services to be provided, in order to avoid the necesrity
for taldng such action,

VENEREAL DISEASES

Arrengements continued as outlined in previous reports.

LABORATORY FACILITIRS

These arrangements also contlnued as in earlier years, All posaible help
was roceived from the Directors of the Public Henlth and County Chemdosl
Laberatories, These facilities are, of course, of great help both to genercl
modionl prectitioners and to myself, by enabling all necessary investigations
to be parried out without diffisulty,

WATER SUEFLY

J11 specimens taken during the year proved to bo of setisfactory quality,
Only three properties in the City cre mow without a piped water supply.






FOOD AMD DRUGS ACT, 1955,

I am indebted to Dr, Rumge, County Medienl Officer of Health, for the
following information relative to foods =2nd other substances sampled on behalf
of the County Council, &s Food and Drugs Authority, during 1959:-

Nature of Food Nurber of Samples Takon

Milk 16
General Foods, Drugs cto, 57
411 tho semples of milk weroc geniune, A4 sample of pork luncheon meat

proved to be 10k dificlent in mest. Actlon teken led to an inorease in the
meat gontent, A= o result of the eempling of beef steak with gravy, the whole
gueation of standords for timned mosts were referred to the County Councils!
assoodation, L sarpleo of lemon juico was found to be incorrectly labelled as
%0 ¥Witamin C content, Tho samplo wos found to come from old stock, The labels
wero amended to show the noturl content.

Frequent inspections of food premises were carried out by the Public
Health Inspoctor durding the yoar, with a view to ensuring that premises were
brought up to the standards laid dowvm in the Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955,
Good progress is now being mede in tho implercntation of these regulstions, in
spite of the difficultics cxperienced in securing satisfactory srrangemocnts in
premises which sre, in somc ceses, small and cramped in relation to the volume
of trade now being declt with,

The following table shows the results of leboratory investigations on milks
somples during distribution in the City duwring tho ycar and tested for
cleanliness a&nd, in approprinte cmsos, for the efficieoncy of tho pasteurdsation
and sterilisntion procassos:=

TEST
Type of Mlk Mothylene Phosphatase Turbidity
Blue (Bfficiont (Efficient
(Cleanliness) Pasturdsation) Sterilisation)
!
8at, Unsat, 1 Sat, Unsat, Sat, Unsat,
i
Tuboroulin Tosted
(Prsteurised) 40 — 51, = e -
Pratourised 34 — 36 — — o
Totals Tl - 90 _ 35 =

It is pleasing to be sble to record that, on this occasion, all sagles

proved to be of satisfactory quality.






HOUS TG

Progress in the provision of new ho sing nccommodation was accelernted in
1959, ne compared with provious yocrs, 109 houses, bungnlows end flats bedng
corpleted by the Cowneil, =s compared with 99 in 1958 mnd 85 in 1957, and 243
hm?;:a and bungalows by privete cnterprise, as compored with 114 in 1958 ond
33 1957,

Tho complotion of new houses, bungrlows and flats allowed 81 famdlies,
including 45 fardlies from Birmingham, to Lo rchoused in new housing recommodation
during the yeor, In addition, 68 fomilies woro rehoused in relot houses and
tlats, In spite of the quite lerge nusber of familics rehoused during the year,
the woiting list ineroased from 350 families at the begining of the yoar to
390 families at the end, showing that there is still a considersble unsatisfied
demand for good housing accomuodation,

Relatively pood progress was agedn made in rchousing tenants from unfit
housing scconmodation, 32 families boing rehoused in 1959, as compered with 44
houses in 1958, is o result of this rehousing, togethor with somo which tock
Place in the rrevicus year, 50 houses werc actunlly demolished in 1959,

No further statutory sotion wes taken by the Council during 1959, in
relation to wnfit houses, as it was felt preferable to procced with the rehousing
of tenants from houses elrendy ropresented as unfit before taking furthor action
to inerensc the number of houses in this category, It would now, in the light
of progress alrondy mrde, scen possible thot slum clesrsnce con be expedited in
the near future,

Fartioulors of stetutory action in rolation to repeirs of privately owmed
houses will be found in the Publie Health Inspectorts report,

Applicetions were reccived during the year by the Council in respect of four
discretionary improvement grants » OF which three wore approved, including two
from owner-cccupiers, Total grent srmounted to £953, in respect of work
involving expenditure of £2125, As regerds standard improvement grants payable
for less extensive improvements, two spplications were received » of which ono
was later withdrawm, A grant of £1L5 wns made in respoct of the second application,
It is wnfortunate that more ovmers, perticularly those owning tenanted houses,
do not take advantage of the generous fincneclal grants that are svailable to the
owmers of properties which are soundly constructed, but which arc lackdng in
modom emonitdes,

PACTORTES ACTS, 1937 ~ 1959,

The results of inspections carried out under these Acts in 1955 wers as
follows:=

No, of
Factordes on Inapegtions . Ko, of Oocupiors
Reglster Vritten Notices Prosecuted

B7 75 5 nil







Tha following table ssts out the defects found, and action taken to

remedy them:-—
Partioulars of Dofoots | Defects Def'gote Roforred Prosscutions
Dafact Found Bomedied To HM. |By HI, ~ Ingtitubod
Inspootor | Inspoctor
Want of Cleanlineas L 1 | —
Banitary Conveniences
Insufficlent 2 — p— -
Unsuitable or defective

Information relating te outworkers is set out bolow, in the preseribed

formi-
Nature of No, of No, of Vo, of No, of lotices
Work Outworkers Defaults in Prosccutions instances |Served
on Ldst Sonding List in Failure to | of work in
to Council Bupply Lists uwholosome
placcs
Maldng,
Wearing)Cleaning 1 - - - "
Apparel and
Washing

It would appoar that outwork of the kind dealt with by the Fectories
Acta is carried on only to a negligable extent in Lichfield,

SSWACE DISPOSAL

Fra the City Survovor

Segwerage
() Poul Seweress

The work of cleansing the foul scwers in the centre of the City has
cantinued during the present year and a detailed survey of all the sewers in
the central orea is to be csrrded out during the yesr 1960/61 in order to
prepare a schome of improvements of the faults which are known to exist,

The Trent Valley Foul Sewerage Schemo, which commenced in July, 1959 is
approximatoly 60% coamplete .end it is programmed to commence the construction
of the now pumping stotion, to replace the present cne in Valley Lanc, next
month,

(b) Burface water Sewerara,

The process of cleaning and investigating the surface water sewerage
system in tho City Centre continues,

The Trent Velley Surface Water Scheme which commenced in July, 1959 is
spproximetely 50% complete and good progross continues to be made,






-

(c) Sewage Disposal Works,

in extremely good effluent continues to be produced at the Curborough
Sowage Disposnl Works, A schomo has been prepered, and it is hoped that work
will commence this year for the conversion of the existing old settlemont tonks
into sludge digestion tanks, The scheme will assist in the disposel of sludge
which in the wintor secson is a very real problem,

PUELIC BATIS
(Propored by the City Surveyor)

During the 1959 scason high standards of cleanliness were endeavoured to
be maintained snd the samples of the water taken were satisfactory,

The design for the improvement of the Baths has been comploted and &
tender accepted, the contract being awnrded to a local Contractor., It is
hoped that work will commence in the near future,

HOUSE REFUSE COLLECTICN AND DISFOSAL.

arad tho Clty Surve

Contrelled tipping at the zite in Ponesfield Road continued durdng the year,

The rate and flies beocame screwhat of & nuisance in the Autumn, but every
endeavour wes made to deal with these,

At the samo time, the site of the tip was purchased by the County Council
for school playing fields,

drrengements were made and an agreement is being prepared to rent the site
of the old clay pits at Shoenstone for controlled tipping, in conjunction with the
Rurel District Cowmeil, Tipping operations will commence there 2s scon as the

agroament ls slgned,

PURLIC CONVENIENCES.
{;hﬁehﬁg;\_':;‘g by the City Emm}

Despite efforts of the male and female attendants, cnses of abuse and
misuse continue to be roported. In spite of this, a high standard of
cleanliness has been maintained for the greater part of the yeer,

Since the opening of the relief road the Beacon Street conveniences have
shown a coneiderzble loss in revenua,

REPCRT OF THE FUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTCR.

GENER/L INSFECTION OF DISTRICT

Under present conditions a good deal of extra work is caused by
reinspections which have to be made in many cases before remedial works ere
done, This is due to difficulties experdenced by owners of property requiring
works of repair, as the majority of builders ere fully employed on new
sgtructural works,

During the year 175 complaints were investigated., These concerned
housing defects, smoke pollution, food hygieme and miscellancous matters within
the provinee of envirenmental hygiene, as well asg o fow well outeidoe,






HOUSING JIRINISTRATION

Good progress was made in the re~housing of displaced tenonts and thao
demolition of wnfit houses, This was dus to preparatory work which had nct
previcusly been reflected in statisties, There was no serlous overcrowding,
although a few cazes were noticed whore there were bedroom deficlsncios,
Statutory overcrowdlng is nc longer prevelent in sny part of the City, This
ciroumatance shows conaiderable dlrprovement over the conditions which existed
some years ago. Lt chould be realized, however, that there are still fardlies
who could benefit by better accommodation.

Four years ago oy report contained a refercnce to the tendency for many
houso hunters to buy houses rather than share sccommodation with relatives or
live in epartments., This development continues and is likely to result in
nearly all houses being ovmed either by the occupiers or by the loeal authority =
as previously forecest, MApart from other considerations, this grodusl change
has been marked by improved standardsn of domestic hygieone, VWhon the occupents
owm thoir houses they have the incentive to improve tho property and meintain
it in pgood condition,

The faot that during the year more than 150 enguirdes from people
proposing to scguire promises in the City were dealt wilth indientes that a pgood
deal of time woe gpent in giving guidsnce to would=be purchasers, There seers
to be no doubt that the "filtoring w" process roferved to in Official
momoranda some jyoors age is of value in irproving housing standards, Thore is
aleo the fact that betier secomomic conditions hove enabled many famdilies to
sooure tho oxtra omenitices now regarded as essentisl = such as bathrooms and
internal hot water supplics,

SMOKE JBLTEMENT

In the City of Licifield cleen sir activities are concerned almost
entirely with efforts to secure the abetement of recurrent smoke nuisances
from the chimeys of a few boller installations, As the atmosphere in
lichf'ield is relatively clean = having rogerd to the pracimity of lorge
industrial areas = it is only to be expected that ocoesional emissions from
these chimeys in the City rarely escape notice,

There seems to be rdlsunderstanding in some gquerters regrrding the powers
of the local authority for dealing with smoke nuisances. It appears thet a
fow citizens who conplained were under the impression that the Clean Air Act
meant that no amoke should bo emitted in rny circumstences, The Dark Smoke
(Permitted Periods) Remulations must, of course, be kept in mind when
observations are made, It should be realizod, howevor, that emissions in excess
of thess poriods do constitute an offonce under the Clean dir dct,

The works of conversion at two industrisl works in the City have resulted
in complete sclutions of the smoke problem at the premises concerned, whils in
two cther cases some measure of lrmrovement has followed adjustrents in boiler

stolding.

It is hoped that at least two other industrial installations will
shortly provide eltermative means of roising stowma, Meamwhile, the only
gourse is for constent care on the part of stokers, and regular cbservations
on the boller chirmeys,

RODENT CONTROL

Experience gained during the pest ycar has showm that more time will have
to bo given to this work than was previously realized., .ipert from pinor
infestations in old premises, trouble has been experienced on new bullding
estates, This serves to emphasise the migratory nature of rats and ghows
that regular surveys must in future be a foature of rodent control work.






A difficult problem cocouwrred in one of the canel banks whore an
infestatlon had become well ectoblished., The position here was aggravated by
the amount of food which hnd baon lef't by poople feeding o owon on the conal
bank, Well meaning pecple who feed wild birds might concider the danger from
posta, especially in surroundings of this kind,

Towards the end of the swmor the Council's rofuse tip became infosied,
Hore again, the amount of food in the refuse was a contributory cause of tho
trouble, ILerge quantities of bread wore froguontly seen in the loads when
delivered to the tip. Food containers with residues tend to encourage ratas,

The policy of the Housing Comittee in requiring fowl pens to be raised
from the ground is wise and has proved to be justified. It is to be hoped that
this will bo done by poultry kecpors et privately ownod houses, as it eertainly
makos easier the work of the rodent operaotive,

If ocoupiers of prepises would hear in mind that ratso aro capeble of
travelling considersble distances, that they lock for herbourage and food,
it would help in the work of control.

During the year ftreatment was carried out at L0 private houscs erd at
11 trade premises,

THE INSPECTION OF LEAT AND OTHER FOODS

Only two of the privete slaughter=houses in the City wore in use during
1959, With the willing co=operation of my rural cclleagues, inspecticn of all
meat was carricd out durdng or immwdiately after slaughtering.

Datails wore as follows:—

Bansgts Ty e e Ew Ty Y anw wae 210

SmﬂP [ LE R ] LN ] LY ] LU Y LIRS L] LE S h‘sg

Pigs LN LR LR ] L] LE R

The wdermontioned were veluntardly surrendered for demtruction of'ter
being found discased and unfit for human conswmption,

- LA N LR !“2'“

30 Bovine Livers
6 Pige' Heedo
L Piga' Plucks

Tho following articles of food were elso deolt with af'ter being found
wmwholegome and unfit for sele,

Apricots Zk Tins Trish Stew- 1 ;:L‘L‘LH
Beans L Jan 59 Jare
Boun Vita hd, i tmp=Kat 1 Tins
Baof' Steak Lunicheon Meat g "
Puddingn L : Hescofo ; ::
Comod Boef 15 Ox Tongue
Casaercle Stesk i Orange Juico L ::
o i A
gﬁrﬂns o A Piflrraﬂp;la o) B
Chopped Pork S i e Foars "Ig |
Croam e Peas 1
Cheeoo Spread 3 1'; Pilchords 12 ::
Fruit Salad 5 " Ragpberries e
Grope Fruit 7" Steak 1"






Soup 16 Till.na Strawberries 1 Tin

Sardines 2 Tomatoes 61 "
Silver S5ild 1 Tomatoos & 1ba,
Tongue 5 lbs,
POOD HYGIENE

i good deel of useful work was agein recorded durdng the ysar under review,
Thoro aro still somo premisecs in the City which fall short of requiaite standards,
In a few ceses the ocoupiers wers found to have made little progress, eithor in
the matter of structural improvemcnts or in regard to food handling, Thers was a
tendency to awalt official intervention before commencing even minor improvements
which are obviously cssential to onsure compliance with the regulations,

Werning notlees were given in two cases vhere erployecs were found =molcing
on food premiscs = a practice which has resulted in prosecutions in same othor
distriets,

It is repgrettable that the notices relating to dogs in food shops are of'ton
imored,

Intimations werc piven requiring the rencwal of broken or uneven paved floors,
rough woll surfaces and tihwe renswal of worn out equipment at food premises where
1ittle had been attempted by the occuplers concerned, The difficulty of crumped
ageommodation is, of ocourse, = feature inseparsble from some old buildings,
though more ocould often be done by using available space to greater adventage.

4 comparetively new departure in trading methods is the travelling shop,
Which s=sems likely to become moro populsar, Thiz innovation has brought new
difficulties in food hyglene, though there are appliances available which are
designed to Purnish washing facilitiss with hot water for the use of aszistants
on food velicles,

Rperience continues to sugport my vlew that repeated inspections provide
the only effectl ve means of securing and mainteining standerds of cleanlinoss
necessary to ensure the safe hendling and distribution of food, It is
significant that the much pu-licised Clean Food Gullds estoblished in some
districts nave apparently failed to produce the results which thelr spohsors

EIEHﬂtEdn

Poeadbly the higher standards which have been reschod at some food premises
may eventuelly encourage the public to displey more interest in this very
importeant branch of environpmentel hyplene,

As far as Liechf'ield is concermed, it has never been suggested that the
position is in 8]l respects satisfactory, though considerable irprovements have
been effected since the introduction of the Regulations,






