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CITY AND COQUNTY OF LICHFIELD

ANNUAL REPORT

of the
Medical Officer of Health
1955

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the City and County of
Lichfield.

Mr. Meyor, Lediee and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting my report on the health of the
City and, incidentally, on the work of the Health Department of
the Council, during 1955.

The vital ctatistics showed only emall changes as compared
with previous years. Thue, the birth rate was rather lower, the
death rate very slightly higher and the infent mortality rate
8lightly lower than in the previous year. After adjustment for
age and sex compoeition of the population, the birth and death
rates both compare favourably with those of England and Wales aeg a
whole. The infant mortality rete, unfortunately, doee not compare
quite so favourebly. Full deteils of these figures are contaeined
in the body of the report.

Action by the Council in relation to unfit houses is, of
¢ourse, one of its most important responsibilities. The most
outetanding event in this field during 1955 was the completion of
& survey of unfit houscs in the City, following which the Council
Teported to the Uinister of Housing and Local Government as to the
programme of dealing with such houses which it felt it could, and
ghould, achieve during the next 5 years. Deteils are given in
this report of the programme undertaken by the Qouncil, and of its
acceptence by the Minister. Details are also given of action
teken by the Council, in relation o unfit houses, during the ycar.

As raﬁarda infectious disease, the year was, on the whole, a
%uod one, the incldence of all diseases except measgles nnd
uberculosis being emall, The contimued high level of the latter
disease is again isappointing. More encouraging is the fact that,
for the second year in succession, no resident of the City died
from pulmonary tuberculosis,

The commencement of the new sewage works at Curborough,
forecast in my report for 1954, actually took place during the yesr,
After initial difficulties, the work is now proceeding more
satiefactorily. Wnen completed, as it should be during 1957, the
new works will eliminate what has been for yeors a potential
danger to the health of the community. Other aspeots of the
sewerage of the City and metters relating to refuse collection and
to the public ewimming-bath are dealt with by the Surveyor in his
section of this report.

Much attention was given by the Council during the year to
emoke abatement, as o number of complaints were received regarding
smoke pollution. As mentioned by the Sanitary Inspector under
thie heading, recent publicity, in the national press, hns mede
the public much more conscious of the importance of this aspect of
public health.

In concluding thie introduction, I should like to thank all
members end officers of the Council for their continued help and
Co-operation, and particularly the Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector
for their help in the preparation of this report.

I am, ¥r., Mayor, Ladles and Gentlemen,
Your obedient serwvant,
C.E., JAMISON
Medical Officer of Health

Auguet, 1956,






GENERAL STATISTICS

The population, as estimated by the Registrar General,
increased slightly as compared with the %reviaua year. The figures
relating to this and to the number of inhabited housee and the total
rateable value are set out below:-

hI"EE.. (’-n E-ﬂI"BB}I LI ] LR LR ] L] e L e "aa 3"53?
Estimated resident population according to Registrar General 10,980
Hu.mhﬂr of inhabited houses TR e R e e P jrllﬂ
Rateable Value e e e s R 8w Peaw . Eg,sﬂﬂ
Sum represented by a penny rate ... i Sy e +-. £201,.12.3

VITAL STATISTICS

The principel statistice are set out below under the same
headings ag in prevlicus yewrsi-

Live Births - Male Female Total
Ilagitim&ta L ) - L B ) LI B L I BE 9D 1?6

Iuﬂgitimata aw #en . e s w _i_ _&_ﬂ _11
95 94 189

Birth rate per 1,000 Population - 17.2

84111 Birthe - Male Female Total
Legitimﬂtﬁ L - .. - . w L - n . 3 l 4
IllEEit-imﬂ.tE w® 4 8 L B ) L ] L & & D U O

3 1 4

8till birth rate per 1,000 Live and 8till Births - 20.7

DEB,‘thI- " e TE T R s w # e H%i.c FET]]E-alE Total
1 132

Death rate per 1,000 Population - 12.0

Deaths of Infants under Cne Year of Age Male Female Total
Legitimat-ﬁ L B BB | L B ] LI 3 g B
Illegitimate vae oas . s ) 0

3 5 8

All infants per 1,000 Live Births —(Infant Mortality Rate) 42.3
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births... ... 45.5
Illegitimate Infante per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births... -——

Deathe from Maternal Causes... iy Sl B T St )
DH&thﬁ frﬂm G&nﬂer {all E.EEB} LY LI - & 5 LI En
Deaths from Measles (all ages) ik . sus S g

B od L 4 F ¥ i = l

Deathe from Diarrhoesa (under 2 years

The following table showe how the figureeg of the more important
statigtics compare with those for the previous 9 years:-

Deathe from Whooping Cough (all agesg S e B e

Year Estimated Birth Rate Death Rate Infant
Population Mortality
Rateg
1946 9,082 21.0 11,7 4.7
194 9,816 22,9 10.5 3 .2
194 10,170 20.5 10.9 30,
1949 10,200 13.5 13.7 343
1550 10, 400 16.2 10. g.u
1551 10,760 15.8 10, 5 .%
1952 10,870 15. 1051 114
T 10,930 17. 16.8 30.7
13?3 10,930 20.1 11.8 45.4
1955 10,980 17.2 12.0 42.3







. ° It will be seen that the birth rote was lower than in the
previous yenr, the death rate slightly higher and the infant mortality
rate very slightly lower., The considersble variotions in the figures
as a whole cre, of course, due to the foct that, with the very smnll
numbers involved, reletively small veriations in the individual figures
lead to disproportionatcly large differcnces in the retes,

Before comparing the vitsl statistics of the City with thoee
of England and Walce ng & whole, it is necessary to adjust the birth
and death retes for the City to allow for differences of séx and age
composition of the populntion as compared with those obtaining in the
+hole country, Thie odjustment haes been made, in the light of
‘nformation obtained from the Registrar General, in the following table:-

Infant

Birth Rete Death Rate Hortality
Rate
England and Wales 15.0 8 e ¢ 24.9
City end County of Lichfield 16.5 11,2 42.3

Compared in this way, 1%t can be seen that the birth and death
rates for the City are gimiler to those for the whole country, but
thet the infant mortality rate ie, on this occonsion, somewhat lorger.
in view of the considorations mentioncd in my laat paragreph, however,

too great significonce neced not be attached to the figurcs for any one
Jear,

DEATHS
The following table shows tho cauges of denth during the year,

figures for the two provious years being given for purposes of comparison:

‘Male | Female| Total |Totel |Total
1955 | 1954 | 1953
Pulmonory Tuberculosis 1
Other Tuberculosis

Syphilitic Digerse

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

Meningococeal Infeotions

Acute Poliomyelitis

Heesles

Uther Infective & Parapitic Disenses
“Yalignant neopleem, stomach

dalipgnant neoplasm, lung, bronchus
Yalignoant neoplaem, bresst

Halignent neoplesm uterus

Other melignant & iymphatic neoplasamng
Leukaemia, aleukaemip

Diasbetes

Vascular lesions of nervous system
Coronary diseansge angina
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart digenge

Other eirculatory disenge

Influenza

Pneuroanis

Bronchitis

Other respiratory disecaseg

Ulcer of stomach and du edomam
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoeca
Nephritis and nephrosig

Byperplasis of prostate

Pregnancy, dhildbirth, abortion
Congenitel malformations

Uther defined and i1l-defined digscoses
Motor vehicle accidante

All other accidontg

Buicide

Homicide and operstions of var
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As will be scen, 132 persons died in the City, as com
129 in 1954, 0Of the danth,PB? occurred in pursuna?avur ?grgziﬁg :}th
age. If one adde together those deaths resulting from cancer in all
1t8 different forme and diseases of the heart and circuletory system
all due, in greoater or less degree to ogeing of the tissuies of the hé‘-d}r
and therefore leee susceptible to preventive measures thon other 5
diseases, one finds that 71 of the 132 deaths were due to theac types
of disease.

It ie ain nleasi to record that no death resulied
pregnancy, childbirth or abortion. £ ien

The picture as regards cocidents is aleo a relatively ploasing
one on this occasion, &e only one death resulted from & motor—vechicle
acoident, as compared with 4 such deaths in 1954, ~nd no death from any
other type of accident, again as compared with 4 such deaths in 1954.

The couses of death of infants dying before the end of their
firset year were as follows:-

= =) o) o

alefelndas (9 18 19 |4 |49,

E|jlo|lo|o|lga » . . & =0

i = g;ﬂ HO | owo |oane | o 0 B

a f Death =l ol 81 & 3 ;Eﬁ ﬁgﬂ nﬂﬁ By ges

auses ol lea nlE|iEz |k |ae |98 | e BB [EER |ERH |

43 = =] D g0 c:ﬁ a|o ﬁ nlasde | daaa
o My | =F g*& E B3 B | & H 18 & E'ﬂ
SlAld]|A]E ¢ w|lm volo ol |88
uongenital Malformations|l |- | - |1 ]| 2 - 2 = - 4
FPrematurity Rl [ (] [ 2 - — . oy o)
Proumonia ] ft e K| s 1 - - = - 1
Acute zastro-enteritise |- |- | 1| - 1 - - - - 1
Totals 31-1211] 8 = 2 - = 8

It will be seen that congenital malformations coused 4 deaths
out of a total of B deathe and that a further 2 deaths were due to
prematurity. Both cauees are, of course, difflcult to obviate by b
preventive measures, in the present etate of medicel knowledge. \

HOUSIHG

The housing problem showed little change during the year. Thua,
although B2 famiiles wecre re-housed in new houses and flats end 30
familiee in relet houses and flats during the year, the walting-list at
the end of the year still contained over 400 applicants.

Some prozress va:z made during the year in dealing with unflt
housce, 6 vacaied houses in an old Clearence Area in Lower Sandford
Street being demolished. In addition, nll but onc of 6 houses recently
acguired by the Council in Lombard Btrect have now been vacated, which
will allow demolition %o proceed in the near futurec.

Olearance procedure wos completed during the year in relatlion to
20 bousece in Greeicy Row. Ten of these houses are already cmpty. The
remaining tenants will be rchoused, and the property demolished, in due
Goureea,

In my report for 1954, I mentioned that a survey of unfit houses
had been undertaken at the request of the Minister of Housing and Local
Government in order that Le might be informed as to the Council's plens
for dealing with such houses during the next 5 years. This survey was
pompLeted during 1955. Fitness or unfitness wes judged according to the
stendard laid down in the Hous Repairs and Rents Act, 1954. It was
reported that 36 properties in Clearance Arers declared in 1939 had
£5111 to be clenred, though & of the houses were alresdy empty 8t the
time of the survey. In-'nddition, the Council was at the time awolting
gonfirmntion of the (Olearance Arca in respect of 30 houses, mentioned






in my last paragraph, It was nlso reported that informsl nction
would probably be required in respect of 60 houses snd formnl noction
in relation to a further 34 houses, Taking all these groupe
together, it mppeoared that the Oouncil would need to deal with a
total of 150 unfit houses in the five-yenr period. The Council
accepted this cstimate, and submitted it aos a proposal to the
Minister of Housing ond Local Covernment, who hae now approved it.
Ho comment 1s necessary to indicate the size of the task which lies
ahead of the Courncil if it is to implement its responsibility in
relation to unfit houpses.

Apart frcm the responsibility mentioned above, the Council
has, of course, n responeibility in reepect of improvemcnt grante
which can be givun for the improvement of fit houses under the
Houeing Act, 194.. in oxder to encourage ownere to bring certain
clasges of houses up to xcasonable standards of amenities and
sanitation. BSeven claims were made during the year, of which 2
were refused, one withdrawn and grants given in respect of four.
The total volue of woik involved, in those cases receiving grant,
was £3734, towerds which the Council contributed 50%, £18§?.

CARE OF THE AGED

The proportion of the aged in the population o5 a vhole
continues to increese, ce is generally known, from yeer to year,
This makes it all the morc regrettable that both suitable housing
and hogpltal beds are scercer for this section of the community
than any other. There appeocrs to be renson te hope that the
position in relation %> the formmor will be substentially improved
when the Council's plaiz erc implemented. The need for an increased
number of hospltal bedrs, particularly for women, remains acute, and
without eny vislble solution. Home circumstoancos of potients on the
walting liset for beds available for the chronic sick were
investigated, ot the request of the locnl Hospitel Management
Jommittee, in order to ensure thot the social as well as the medleoal
eircumstances would be conaldered in rllocating thoee beds available,

The domiciliary nuraing and home help services were used in
appropriate cases to help those in need of them to live more
eomfortable lives *“han would otherwise have been possible and, in
many casges, toc delss 2r obviate the need for hospital admission.
These statutory esrvicus, E?Dvideﬁ by the County Council, were
gupplemented in menyv uselful ways by voluntary work carried out under
arrangenents co—ordinated by the Lichfield 0ld People's Welfare
Committee.

The pruvisione of the National Assistance Acte, 1948 and 1951,

relating to compulsory removal to hostel or hospital, did not,
fortunately, need to be used during the ycor,

PREVENTION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Venercal Disgcoecs

Arrangements for the dlagnosls, troatment and surveillance of
persons suffeoring from these diseerses remain the same as those
outlined in earlicr reportis.






NHOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES OTHER THAN TUBEROULOSIR

'
—

The following table shows details of cases of thesc diserses
notifiecd :n 1955, =8 compared with those notified during the two
previous yearsi-

o ture of Cese Totel | Totel | Total |Hale | Female Age Death
1953 | 1954 | 1955 Distribution
~cengles 24 e 127 65 62 Under 1.. 2 |
l—-E - o 24
j-d' " " o 28
59 «. .. 70
10-14. .. 2
Unknovm.. 1
Thooping Cough 86 — 2 1 1 B e B =
Pneunonia 15 1 4 3 1 4565 ,, 2 3
Over b6h,. 2
dcarlet Fever 1 — 2 3 il T bt B s
1 5—9 LI 8 1
Puerperal Pyrexia g 8 4 s 4 £ s
L}
Poliomyelitis
Paralytic e —— 1 1 oo |EE AR | e
on
Paralytic 1 —— i e o - —
“reentery . — 7 7] 2 |Under 5.. 6 —
1644 .. 1
Food Polsoning 1§ = - - — - —_—
]

It will b= secn that, with the exception of measles, the
incidence of the disesses in question was low. The marked variation
in the number of cnece of mensles from year to year 1is, of couree
charocteristic of the disense. The coses of dysentery were all of
the mild Sonne type, and all occcurred in a local residential nursery.

Pemphigus Neonntorum

A smell outbreak of pemphigus neonstorum, a skin diseose
affecting newly-born clilldren, occurred during the year in a4 locel
meternity unit. In view of the fact thet the disense can ~ssume
& serlous form, stringent precautions were taken to prevent Iurther
ppread of infection. No death resulted from the infection, and no
exteneive spread occurred.






The folloas

i

TUBERCULOSIS

diseasc, duriag the yeori-

table givee particulars of new cascs of
tuberculoeis natlfied, and of the one death resulting from the

Hew Casce Deaths
Won

Ago Periods Pulmonnry | Pulmonary Pulmonary |Pulmonary

o i I {0 ol b ,
‘Inder 10 years & 1= - - e I =
10 to 20 years = p el 2 e — e =
20 to 30 years - P e = = O P i
30 to 40 ycars = == - = =i - =
40 to BO years - - - - e =
50 and over 1 3 e - - - {1 -
5 411 - - - |1 s

Ae will be seen, most of the new infections occurred elther

in children under 10 yocars of &go or in persons over K0 yeareg of
age, a rather differcnt ploture from that obteining in enrlier

yeare.

Flgures showinz the mumber of new cascs and deaths from the

disease during the past 10 years, are set out below for purposes

of comparison:i-

Hecw Coses Deaths
Year Hon Hon
B ___1- lmonary | Pulmonary Pulmonary | Pulmonary

1 F|M F I FlUi
1946 5 103 I 2 ] i
1947 4 2l 1 2 1 |1
1948 & 712 - 2 =
1949 S B |& - 1 zil=
1550 313 3 3 - |-
1951 1: 3|3 1 = 11
1552 5 l]- 4 2 1l |-
1953 2 1 |2 il = 1] -
1954 4 2L = = =
1955 3 4|1 A . o i







The slight increaesec in the number of new casea of pulmuonory
tubcrculosgis is egain discppointing, snd ogain illustrates that the
digease, though in theory preventable, is not yeot being prevented.
It con be claimed, hownever, that the disense i1s now being sought
cut morec vigorously than in earlier yeors, and that crses are
thereforc tonding to come under trentmcnt in the enrlicr etrges.

The greatly reduced mortrlity in recent yeore is no doubt partly duc
to thie fact ae well oe to the greatly increcased officioneoy of
modern medicel trentment,

The decrensed incidence of non-pulmonary tuberculoeis shows
the beneficial result of heat—treotuent of milk, as a grent decl of
the non-pulmonnry discase, though not all, is due to the bovine type
of orgeniem. During the year, the liinister of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Pood made o sintutory order roguiring oll milk, other than milk
from tuberculin tcsted cowse, distributed in the City to be hent-
treated before snle.

Arrangements for exominntion of contocts and supervigion of
atients nnd contrets rempined ne outlined in sarlier reports.
.0.G. veoceinertion of susceptible contncts wne carried out under

arrangements mode by the Chest Physiecinn.
GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTE SERVICES

eborntory Freilities

These remnin as in previous years, full facilities for
bacteriologicel and chemical cxaminatione being made available, and
valueble advice ~nd co-opcration being given, on npproprinte
occnsions,

SPECTMER .
Hormal Abnormal Total

e 7 2 7
Kose e 7 2 — 2
SPUTA 79 6 85
WLTEH ] oW - a . L 5 9
FAECES s 10 TR 5 70 6 76
VAGIEAL - " & LI A - ® W% LI 1 —— 1
URINE geoy L W e m il i Fil
FLUILD FROM BURBA... . ars 1 - 1
PLEUURAL FLUID P . ans 1 —— 1
FUE W o o® L o - = E —— E

HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION

The position o8 regords ndmlission of the aged chronlc slck
has alrendy boeen discuseed in an earlier paragroph. Hosplital beds
nppeared to be readily available for all maternity potients
regquiring them on clther medignl or soclnl grounds. As regords
patients suffering from infectious digesscs, mony more oaxc now nursed
at home thoan in corlier yeers. Those who required hosgpitol
treatment were ndmitted to hospitals in Birminghem and Wolvorhampton.
Hospital beds for tuberculous patients were obtainable much more
rordily then wos the cosc some years rgo.

PERSONAL HEALTH SERVICES

The ambulance, home help, domiciliary nursing and moternity
and child welfore services continued under the sdministration of the
County Council.






WATER SUPPLY

The wnter supply to the City is, of course, Einvided by the
South Staffordehire Waterworks Company, and distributed by
Lichfield Conduit Lende Trust. There have been no cxtensiong during
the year, cport from those reguired for the supply of new houscs and
for the extension of cxisting supplics in coses where bathrooms ond
indoor lavatories hod been inetalled. The latter type of extension
inceluded two instonces in which additional washing facilities were
provided at foodshopa for the use of employees.

All samples teken for chemiecal and bacterioclogicaol
examination proved to be satisfactory in quality.

FOOD ARD DRUGS ACT 1938

I am indebted to Dr. G. Romage, County Medical Officer to
Btaffordshire Cownty Council for the following information os regards
the results of sampling undertaken in Lichflield by the Sampling
Officer of thec County Council.

Sk

Hature of Food Nuaber of Samples Findings on
Token Examination

Kilk
Milk, Posteurised 1
Milk, Pesteurised, T.T.
Millk, Pasteurised, Chan. Is.
Uilk, Sterilised

General Foods
Beans in Tomato, Butter,
Capers, Corned Beef,
Cheege, Coifee ond
Chicory Essence, Crenn,
Cuetord Powder, Ginger
Cordial, Currants, Dripping,
Flan Mixture, Secli-Raising
Flour, Glace Cherries,
Gherking, Lard, Margarine,
Steak & Kidnoy Pie,
Pineapple Pioccos, Tomato
Puree, Reisins, Rice,
Creamed Rice, Splce, Bponge
Cream Mixture, Ssuenges, 3
E‘ll].tﬂnﬂ-ﬂ, TE-E-, "I.]'j_ﬂesarj 1 Kot Genuine
Taas Pudding, 41 Genuine

Genuine
Genuine
Genuine
Genuine

=] O

The semple not up to standerd was onec of pork secusnge, which
containcd 56.5% of meet, being 6.5% deficicnt of ite proper
content of mcat. The offending retailer was cautioned.

The following results are given of cxaminations of milk,
oarricd out in conncction with the ¥ilk (Special Designation)
Regulations, 1949.-






s

i Meth. Blue Phosphatase| Turbidity | Biological
Grade of lilk (Cleenlineces) | (Efficient | (Efficient (Tuber-
Posteurisn- terilipn. culoeis)

tion) tion)

sat. |Uneat. gat.| Uneat, | 8%, |Unsat. Nog.| Postt,
il o 3 - - - - - 4 =
Accredited - - = = = s iz A
T.T. (Past.) 32 2 37 = - = ~ =
Pasteurised 43 2 49 = - - 2 -
Sterilised - - P - 36 = = i
Undesigneted 1 - - - - - il -
Totals 79 il 86 - 36 b T -

It is pleasing to note that the results compare favourably with
those obteined in other parts of the country, all being setisfoctory
except the 4 sauples which failed to pass the cleanliness test.

Even here, the proportion of ungatisfactory samples is smaller than
iz often found in such rcsults.

FACTORIES ACT, 1937

The followlng tablee show the results of inspcctions cerricd
out under the Factoriecse Act, 1937.

l.-Inspections for Purposes of Provisions as to Health

No. of No. of Occupiers
Factories on Inspectiona Wiritten Yotices Prosecuted
Heglister
90 84 4 Hil
2. Defects Found and Action Taken
' Ho. of
Defects defects in
Particulars of Defect |[Dofcets | Defoots Referred reepect of
[Found Remedied by which
H.AU. prosccutions
Inepector , were
e b . | inekitued
Want of Cleanliness 4 4 1 Wil
Overcrowding - = = -
Unreoasonfble temperature | - = ~ -
Inadequate ventiloation = - o -
Ineffoetive drainege of
floors = - - =
Banitery Convenicnces
Inpufficimt - - - -
Unsuiteble or defecotivel 1 1 - -
No certificate as to
means of csc@pe in caee
of fire o o - =
Emisesion of fumes = o = =
Total 5 B 1 Nil







SEVAGE DISPOSAL

Prepnred by the Engilnecr nnd Surveyor
Hrz. D. Oglesby, A.M.I.Mun.E., H.R.San.I.

1. Seweragze
(a) Foul Sewerage

During the last year opproximotely 1,000 yards of 210
diometer trunk sewer wae ecroped and cleaned aad approximately
20 tons of silt and deposlt were removed. Only isolated flooding
and thet in smell amounts, has been experienced on Birmingham Road
during the year, largely at the bottom of Ivanhoe Hoad. The
nulsance coaused by objectionable smells emanating from the sewcr
from the Gas Works has diminished considerably during the year and
the production of gaes has now ceased at the Gas Vorks. I am
therefore hopeful that no complainte will be received thie year.

(b) Burface Water Bewerage

Curborough Brook, which takes the majority of the surface
mater from the City, has been diverted to o new and streighter line
from the back of 8t%t. Chad's Churchyard. It is hoped that this will
facilitate the disposal of water. The 8t. John Strect Sewer hos
been approved by the Staffordshire County Council, who have ogreed
to contribute £1397 towarde the cost of this work. The scheme has
been submitted to the Hinlstry of Housing & Locnl Govermment, but
loan panction has been withheld, It ie hoped that o further
approach to the Ministry might allow this urgently needed scheme
to proceed.

2. Bewage Disposanl Vorke

Every cffort is being made to malntain the existing Torke o
officlently as possible. Progress on the new Works ls almost up
to echedule, although on one section of the Works 1t ls in advence
of schedule, Wilth ressonable weather during the forthecoming
Winter, the Works should be completed by the end of April 1957.

2. Public Baths

The City Council hove had a modified escheme of improvement
prepared by o fim of private Architecte nand have submitted this,
together with estimates, to the Ministry of Housing & Local
Govermment. They were informed that the work could not be

roved at the present time. An attempt, however, is to be made
to enlist the ald of the Lichfield Conduit Lande so that this work
can be carried out during the Autumn, If this scheme 1s
Esrmitteddtﬂ proceed, all the objections to the present Bath will
e Irenoved.

4. House Refuge Collection and Digposal

This scrvice has proceeded efficiently throughout tho year
and every attempt is being made to remove house refuse, even from
the outlying properties, on & weekly beaesis.

Tip Dressing was ppplied at the beginning of the season at
the Tip. No complaint was received of fly nuisance.






SANITARY INSPECTORS REPORT

General Insepection of District

Although the position in regard to labour and materials
ghowe no appreciable improvement, more repalr work was done durin
the paet year than in any since 1939. It appears that rising coets
are now almost accepied as an inevitable condition of the post-war
period. During the year no fewer than 155 complaints were dealt
with. The majority of these were concerned with dampness caused by
leaking roofe and defective caves—guttering and rainwnter pipes.
Several reinspections in connection with repair work are usually
necesgsary before notices are complied with. Of the 84 Intimations
perved during the year, 80 were complied with and only 4 Statutory
Notices were reguired,

HOUSING INSPECTIONS

The preliminery survey of sub-standard houses to be dealt with
during the next five ycare was completed. Thie instalment
represents only a small proportion of old property in the City but
it included as many houses a8 could be cleared during that period.
The cstimate was based on the probable number of ncew houses which
are likely to be available for replocemcnts. Few owncre are
interceted in the provisions which have been made in the Housing
Actg for giving financial aid in the structural improvement of
oocupied houses, Only ocoupler/owners secm dieposed to avail
themgelves of the Grants which are payable in respect of added
amenities. The tendenoy still seeme to be to sell nll housee which
become vocant. It oppears, therefore, that the time will come when
many houses now under private omnership will be elther occupled by
theilr ownere or controlled by the Local Authority. The survey of
old property is being continucd so as to determine what proportion
of thoss housecs romaining would have o minimum 1life sufflclent to
justify structural improvemente. Others will be repaired to keep
them rcasonably hebitable until clearance procedure can be spplied.
When it 1s realized that some houscs in Clearance Areas conflrmed
in 1939 are etill ocouplied, the need for stepping up the rate of
Te-housing beoomes scli-evident. Only one application was received
for n Oertificate of Disrepsir under Scetion 26 of the Housing
Repeirs end Rents Act, 1954, This application was granted.

SMOKE ABATEMENT

Recent publicity concerning atmosphcerio pollution in some of
the larger centres of populntion has focused attention on the need
for vigilance in all districts. A% prcecnt the degree of pollution
from industrial proceceses in the City is relatively emall, but with
the prospect of cxpension there is o growing nced for preventive
measures. Apart from the cumulative effects of heavy pollution
caused by some industrial installations, there is the guestion of
nuisance which invariobly ariscs when factorles are in close
proximity to dwelling-houecs. During the year 28 observations were
made on boiler chimmeys in the district. 8Smoke in such guantitiles
a8 to be a nuisance, within the meaning of the Public Health Act,
was noticed in 8 cases. The proprictors were notified in ench
instance, and the measures teken resulted in sppreciasble
improvemente. In one case arrangements had been made for the
instellation of a mechanical stoker which was designed to opcrate
with the minimum production of smoke. Some owners complained of
the poor quality of fuel, vhile others pointed out that even when
the coal supplied was of rcasonable quality, it was sometimes not
suited to the particular method of stoking. Some mechanical
stokers require fuel of = special grade to ensure meximum
efficlency. Most of the pruariﬁtnra seem willing and anxious to
co-operate in keeping down the wolume of emoke, since it is now
generally realised thet — spart from the guestion of nuisance -
excegsive emoke is really partially consumed fuel which could be
saved by appropriate methods of stoking,






INEPECTION OF CATERING ESTARLISHMENTS

Routine inspections of cquipment and methods were continued
at oetering placcse in the City including cantecns attached to
fauctoriee. As the Food Hygicne Regulations were still under
congideration, fow requirements regarding structural improvements
were made, as it wes known that the new Regulations would be more
comprehensive in scope than previous legal provisions. Experience
showe that systematic inspections of food premiece are necessary to
cngure proper standards of hygiene. 1In this work a great deal
depends upon the human clement, which means thet constant
pupervision is desirable, particulariy in esteblishmente wheroe
geveral assistants are employed.

INSPECTION OF SHOPS

One fimm complied with an Intimation requiring the provision
of sultable facilitles for members of the staff taking meals on
the premises. Two Notices served for the provision of seats for
female asslstants were complied with., A number of investigations
wore made respecting Hours of Work by assistante, especlally at
premipes where young people are employed. Four Intimations were
gerved in regnrd to Bunday Trading, These provisions of the Shops
. Acte are diffioult to administer because of cxemptions. Some
g&gﬁs stock a proportion of goode to which the rcstrictions of

ay Troding do not opply.

RODENT CONTROL

During the yeer 42 complaints of infestation by rate were
received and dealt with by the Rodent Opcrative. These included
5 trede premises end 37 private houscs. The work of extermination
ot dwelling-hougeg is carried out free of cost, while the only
charge mede for work at trade premlses is to cover the coet of
labour and materinls. Two falrly extensive infestations by mice
ot food premises were successiully dealt with. The difficulties
ngsociated with rodent control in the City nre anggrovated by the
mumber of premiges which harbour rate by renson of faulty
construction., In other casce acoumulntions of rubbish are
responeible for providing harbourage, making it difficult to
gecure complete control of rodent trouble. In two cnpes Notices
vere served requlring the removal of accumulations Imomm to
harbour rats.

INSPEGTION OF MEAT AND OTHER FOODS

Although 5 of the private slaughter-houses in the City are
licensed, only 3 cre in regular use. The quality of ment
continues to be good. Equally satisfactory standards have been
noticed in the meant supplied by wholeseclers, and there have been
appreciable improvements in the methods of delivery, which are
s8t1ll kept under regular observation. During the year the
following carcases snd orgens werce inspected,

Bovines 200
Sheep 04
Pigs 426

Calves 3












