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ANNULL RFPORT
of the
Medical Officer of Health
1953

To the Chairman,
Health Committee g
City of Lichtield.

Desr Sir,

Once again, it is duty to report on the health of the
community and on the work of ghe Health Department of the Counecil
during the year.

‘The vital statistics show some differencesfrom the previous

year, but the differences are more apparent than real, us,

1though the death rate, at 16.8 per thousand population, has
risen substantially, as compared with the previous year, the
increase 1s due to inclusion in the figures, for the first time
of those aged sick dying in hospital in the City. The birth rate,
at 17.8 per thousand population, is higher than in 19538. The
infant mortality rate, gﬂ.? per thousand live births, though
higher then in the previous yesar, is comparable with the figures
for other parts of the country.

. .48 régards notifieble infectious diseases, the nicture is a
mixed one. Measles and whooping cough were both much more _
prevalent than in the previous year, the figure for measles being
partlﬂularl¥ high, These marked fluetuations, however, are a
well wn feature of these diseases. The reduction in the
number of new cases of both pulmonary and non-pulmoner ]
tuberculosis is very satisfactory. It is to be hoped that this
trend will continue,

. It is satisfying to be able to record that more progress was
achieved in deasling with houses unfit for human habitafion than
was possible in previous years. Some particulars of this progress
are given in the body of the report.

It is also very pleasant to be able to note that approval has
at last been obtained by the Council for work on the reconstruction
of the sewaze disposal works, a very much needed improvement, to
comnence on lst April next.

I desire to thank members of the Health Committee, Officers
of other Departments, and the staff of the Health Department for
their usual_helgful co-operation, In particular, I should like to
thenk the City Surveyor and the Sanitary Inspector for their help
in preparing this report.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
C.E. JAMISOH,

; Mediecal Officer of Health
August, 1954,












The following teble gives the birth rate, death rete and infant

mortality rate for the City and County of Lichfield, as compared with

that for England and Wale , London Administrative County, 160 County
Boroughs and grest Towng including London), and 160 smaller Towns:=
Birth Rate | Death Infant
Live Still | Rate Mortality
i - Rate
England and Wales 15.5 0.35 11.4 26.8
London Administrative County 17.5 0.38 12.5 24.8
160 Coynt Boroughs and great
Towns ingiuding Landcu}gr 17.0 0.43 | 12.2 30.8
160 smaller Towns (Population
23,000 - 20,000 at 1951 Census)| 15,7 0.34 08l 24,3
City and County of Lichfield 17.8 0.45 16.8 30.7
i

VITAT STATTISTICS FOR THE LAST FIVE YRLRS

Year Estinated Birth Rate Death Rate Infant
Population

Mortality
Rate
1949 10,200 17.5 197 33.3
1950 10)400 16.2 10.5 65.0
1951 10.760 15.8 10,8 52.9
1952 10,870 15.7 10.1 11.6
1953 10,930 17.8 16.8 20.7

SOCTAT, CONDITIONS

Like immediately preceding vears, 1953 was a year of full
employment in the City.” For this reason, financial®stress was not an
important factor influencing social conditions, except in those
femilies deprived of a breadwinner, In such cases, payments made by
the Ministry of Ilational Insurance and Wational Assisvance Board
%Bually enabled a remsonable standerd of nutrition to be maintained,

n a few instances, however, othér factors such as lack of interest
or skill in housechold management, entered the picture.

TRAT
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1948 and 1951

No case occurred during the year in which action wag necessary
under the Wational Assistance fets to secure compulsory removal to an
institution in order to ensure that necessary care and attention
would be received, this action being reserv¢§ for very extreme cases.
Domestic assistanze was arranged in appropriate cases throush the
home help service.







. ‘During the year, 184 deaths occurred which were assigned to the
ﬂ1tg, 123 of these bélng in persons over 70 years of age.g Ceuses of
death were as follows:-

Mele Femaleg

Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Other Tuberculosis

Syphilitic Disease

Diphtheria

ooping Cou .

Meningocogeal Infections

Leute Poliomyelitis

llersles i AT R

Other Infective & Parssitic diseases

ancer _
Leukeemin, sleukaemia
Dicbetes X
Vascular lesions of nerveus systen
Coronary disemse, sngina
ertension with hesrt diseese
er Heert Disease
Other Circulatory Disease
Influenza
Pneumonia
Bronchitis _
Other Respirstory disenses
Ulcer of Stomach and duodenum
Gastritis, enteritis ond disrrhoea
Nephritis and nephrosis
erplesis of prostate !
Pregnoncy, childbirth, nbortion
Congenital melformetions ]
Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor wehicle aceidents
1 other nccidents
Suicide :
Homicide and operations of war
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The resson ‘or the large increese in numbers, =s compered with
the previous yenr, has been mentioned in ny 1ntru&uctory note.

It will be noted that, while no denths resulted from motor
vehicle accidents, 5 deaths were due to obher types of accident, Of
these, no less than 4 followed frreture of the femur in elderly

ersons. These figures illustrate very grophically the important
act that these mccidents constitute a serious hazerd to 1life in
elderly persons.

The %ﬁﬂatly incrensed safety of childbirth is illustroted by
the fact thet, once again, no death wes attributable to this cruse.

Of the denths oceurring in children under one year of age, two
were due to congenitel sbnormnalities, while the reneining three were
due to broncho pneumonisa,






PREVENTION OF, AND CONTROL QVER, TNFECTIO

tifiasble Infe

The following table shows the number of cases notified

other than tuberculosis, during 1953:-

s Diseases other than

berculosis

| I |
FHature of case Total | Total | Male Female Age ! Deaths
1952 | 1953 | ~ | Distribution!
Measles 23 l 148 102 l 0= 1..4 i
| 1= 2..39
i 3 — 4-160 ==
% I 5 R 9--1.4:0 I
| ! I 10 <14, .4
i ' | 10 -24,.1
L B
4_ ==
Whooping Cough 1 86 43 43 1 O<l:518 |
{ 1 & 2iidd
3« 4..20 --
D Goi17
10 -14..1
aze uninownl
Pneumonisg 1 15 8 7 5 «~14..1 |
15 -44..8 |
45 -64,.5 17
65 & over..l
Scarlet Fever 4 I - 1 3-4,.1 -
Puerperal Pyrexia| 17 | 8 = 8 -— L
Poliomyelitis i
Paralytic 0 | 0 0 0 0 . -
Hon { , |
Parslytic 0. | i 0 1 15 -24..1 -
i- P . L i __.__,,.I_. H
Dysentery 2 S PR 1 0 | 45-64..1 -
| elen, H BT e S (RN
l - :
Food Poisoning = N ! 1 0 | 15 -44,,2 | -~--

48 already mentioned in my introductory note, the ineidence
cough was much higher than in the previous

[ othér notifisble infectious disesses was,
owever, satisfactorily low.

of méasles and whoopi
The incidence

-I.I'

of

As in recent years, no case of diphtheria was notified.

Cases continue to occur,
leaves no doubt of the contihued need
children againgt the diseage.
een_immunised, while 9

Now
1mmunised.

% &

en

ildre
achool cgi

; ldren in %
_ The present need is for an even_greater
infants to be immunised before resching their first

irthday.

however, in _other parts of the couniry, which
for immunisation of all
under 5 years, 51 have

he (ity have been
roportion of






GENERAT, PROVISION: OF HE'ITH SERVIC
ORATORY FACILITI

As in previous §EErs, the Public Health and County Chemical
Laboratories provided a valusble and much appreciated service by
reporting on bacteriological and pathological specimens submitted.

AMBULANCE SERVICE

This service, sdministered by Staffordshire County Couneil,
gontinued to provide a twenty four hour service, Yhere necessa
lengadlstgncg journeys were undertaken, the journey being carrie
out by rail in appropriate cases. A special team of vaccinated
drivers is available to convey actual or susgect@d smallpox
patients to hospital, if the necessity should arise.

r
¥

THE HOME HELP SERVICE

This service, also administered hg Staffordshire County
Couneil, has come into ingreasing use during the year. Its use
has, on_a number of occasions, obviated the need for removal to
hospital or welfare hostel.

C.RE OF OID PEOPLE

- The Lichfield Old People's Welfare Committee, founded in
1952, inereased its work very considerably during 1953, By its
efforts, it has done much to bring interest into the lives of
many elderly people, and has helped to combat the loneliness
which the various other social services, useful as they are,
cannot deal with.

Apart from the voluntary work mentioned above, and the "meals
on wheels" service, home help and home nursing services have been
provided, through the Staffordshire County Council, where

required.
10SPTITAL ACCOMMODATION

.This remained more or less unchanged from that provided in

revious years, patients suffering from infectious diseases being
gransfarrad to Temworth, Little Bromwich and Moxley Fever |
Hospitals. The shortage of beds for aged chronic sick continued,
as 1n other parts of the country, to fhrow a considerable burden
on the domicilory nursing servieces. The delay in obtalning
hogpital beds for tuberculous patients showed, however, a welcome
and important reduction during the year.






The followi

TUBERCULOSIS

ng teble gives perticulers of new cases notified,

and of deaths from this disease, during the year:-

? New Cases Deaths
Age Periods Non Non
Pulmonary Pulmonary | Pulmonary Pulmonary
M Plin. rlx Flu ¥
Under 5 years ; ; ; ; 2 ; 4 i
9 to 10 years - = sl Sl e L
10 to 15 years - — i = 2 =
15 to 20 years 1 = o 4 =
20 to 25 years - = "1 = ) =
25 to 30 years E il e L Tg 3
30 to 35 yeers 1 ; T e s ;P & =
39 to 40 years o - | = 1k | e -| - -
40 to 45 yenrs - A0 P 2 -| - -
45 to 950 years - I8 = L= -
50 to 55 yeers - Lo = == e
55 to 60 years - % = ] -1 - 3
60 to B5 years - -] - —ol - Y | .
65 years and :
upwards - = s = I =li=. =
T TR T T P

* The reduction in_ the number of new cases of both pulmonery end
non-pulmonary tuberculosis hes already been commented upon. One ¢

the new cases wos discovered b

the Mass Miniature Readiography Unit,

which visited the City duri '%hc year, This patient has already
received sanatorium treatment.

The appointment of a health visitor specislising in tuberculosis

eage work, made

and the surrounding district, should hel
preventive with the curntive aspects of

by the County Couneil during the year for Lichfield
to co-ordinate the

his work.







- A comgarisog between the inecidence of tuberculosis in 1953
and in the 4 previous yesrs is provided by the following table:-

Beare T '"Maﬁ%ﬁﬁh ' e Non
Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary
" ¥ F -&Hm -IF “LM .F* - L{ - -} 5
1949 9 AT AT :
1950 3 i 3 3 - - ;
1951 1 3 |3 1 - 1 |1 7
1952 5 LT 4 & s "
1953 2 1 I 1 1 = 1 = =
GENERAT, HYGIEIE

Houging

During 1953, twelve houses in clearance areas were demolished.
Two sub-stendard houses in Stowe Street, pgevlagslg acquired by the
City Council, were vacated and rendered uninhebitable until -
demolition becomes practicable., Six houses in Lomberd Street,
continued to give trouble because of repeated complaints from’ the
cﬂﬂuglers concerning various structural defects, " The quer_ﬂfreed
to the chase of fthe houses by the City Council. These will be
reasonably meintained ﬁs_lonﬁ as they remain ﬂcﬁugled; but it is
hoped they will be demolished in the very neer future.

AT Y

During the latter pert of the summer of 1953 a few complaints
were received from one section in the district regarding the taste
of the water which, however, was found to be of sgtisfectory
uality uwpon examinetion. _These complaints ceased when the sufﬁly
o the City from thet perticular source wes discontinued, and the
City connected to the deep boring in the Trent Valley district.

4s in the_ previous gaﬂr, ell samples taken during the year were
bactericlogiecally pure nnd of & satisfactory chemicnl composition.






Sewoge Disposal

Prepered by the i nd S
e tuyihe Dggglggggcil. T
Mr. D. Oglesby, A.M.I.Mun.E., H.R.San.I.,

(a) Sewerage

Some arens of the City continue to couse & certain smount
of muisance, in particular the sewsr from Sandford Street scross
Bird Street and along the Minster Pool and via Dam Street and Stowe
Pool Wnlk, which carries Ges Works liquor. This has been
inspected on seversl occasions by myself and the Sanitary Inspector
flushing hes been carried out, A more permanent scheme for the
prevention of the nuisance is at present in course of preparation.

The Blrminghem Road area continued to flood on occasions of
heavy storm, but here apgnin at the time of writing the severs in
this area are being scraped and cleaned, and it appenrs that the
problem is almost under control.

. - Some of the older sewers are cousing me ¢ certain smount of
disquiet in that, being built of brick, they will soon require
maintensnce. A scheme will shortly be submitted covering these,

(b) Sewnge Disposal Torks

oval has been given to the scheme for the reéonstruction
of the'ﬁgr g, and work wi i commence on lst April, 1955, At the
moment, tenders are being invited for the work.

.. .. With a view to improving the final effluent, ~ new
distributor has been fitted on the 110 ft. dismeter percoleting
filter and, as e result, there has been some improvement.

PUBLIC BATHS
(Prepared by the Engineer and Surveyor)

_ New filtration plant and a pumped circulatory system have
been instelled at the Public Baths ang a greatly improved water hes
resulted, Chlorine injection and control are very much more
sati *ﬂcturg, and a new Baths Attendent is striving to maintain high
st rds of elesnliness both in the water_ and around the pool. e
electric wiring has all been renewed, and is now safe. TFurther
minor works of improvement arc in hend, and by the end of the
season conditions should be =5 satisfactory as the present layout
construction will allow.

e Refuse Collection and Disnosal:
(Prepared by the Engineer snd Surveyor)

During the past year = certain amount of difficulty hes been
experienced In maintaining suitable ganﬁg for refuse collection and
the Council is endeavouring to make conditions as atiractive as |
pqgélble in an attempt to assist in the recruitment of men for this
Job,

Refuse disposal has continued to be carried out by means of
controlled tipping and this has resulted in the completion of nearly
two seres which are now in a condition to be used as playing fields.

her land has been fenced off ond a surface water sewer has been
extended to allow for this.

ints _have been received regardipg. fly. nuisance from
Trunkfie?ggp$%p'gnd urin Ehe_summsr ggﬁgg ?ﬁls %1 was closed for
domestic refuse. I am nof entirely satisfied thet the nuisance was
as a result of the Tip, for I comsider thot an 1n?ortnnt factor at
this Tip is the mershy %rnunﬂ on either side of the stream r:.:.nm':-:f_:-.E as
well as certain of the farm buildinge which to say the least of i
are unwholesone. The Sanitary Inspector has I believe inspected the






hen house on this farm. Conditions &t this Tip will conti
to be kept under careful suvervision, 5 Fil

In the proposed extension to the Trent Valley Trading

Estate allowance

destructor plant which will have Rallway

anticipated that this cannot be available

hes been made for a salvage plant and

or a

Siding access. It is

for 4 to 5 years,

whehh the need for it will be rather more pressing than it is

now.

FACTORT

ACT 1937

1.-Inspections for Purposes of Provisions as to Health

- : =
No. of ] 5 :
Factories on Inspections No. of Qccupiers

Register Written Notices Prosecuted
90 80 | 2 I Wil
i 1
2. Defects Tound and Action Taken
y ; ' Ho. of
! | Referred defects in
Particulars Found | Remedied ¥ respect of
I H.K, which
i Inspector nrosecutions
! werae
! instituted
. " ) -
Want of cleanliness 4 4 2 H}l
Overcrowding = | = = -
Unreasonable temperaiure =t s = - =
Inadequate ventilation - | = | - =
Ineffective drainage of - | - - -
floors i
Sanitary Conveniences ; ‘
Insufficient ; 2 - 2 Il
Unsuitable or defective - - -
Mot separate for sexes - | - = =
No certificate ag %o
Means of Fscape in Case of
Fire - - - -
Enission of Fumes - - | o 5
[
Total] 6 4 ] 4 Nl
' !
|







SANITARY TNSPECTORS REPOR'
General - Inspection of District

T e p————

: During 1953 one hundred and fifty five complaints were
investigated. The removal of structurasl defects following most
of these complaints continues to be a feature of present day -
blic health work. This is not likely to change until the
ousing situation becomes still less acute and labour and
materials more readily available, The relatively high cost of
repeir work is, of course, a deterrent especislly in relation to
houses with the rents conirolled at a comparatively low level.

In meny cases when these investigations are made_ other
matters ere noticed and dealt with whieh would probabtly escepe
attention under more normal conditions. In the case ol houses
known to be such as to come within the scope of the Housing Act
in the near fulure, repair work is restricted to essential things
such as the removal of serious dampness end inconveniences
cauged by structural defects.

QUSIIG IN T108

A special report on all houses already the sghgect of
elearance orders was submitted fo the Health Committee followed
by reconmendations relating to sub-standard houses which it is
hoped will be dealt with during the next five years. Progress in
this connection was better then in any year since 1939,

An interesting feature of the present shortage of houses 1s
that a number of sub-standerd houses cre now occupied by tenants
constrained by force of circumstance to accept such cccommodntion
in the sbsence of better provision.. These are, of course
chiefly hewly married pﬂﬁglﬂ sterting home building withouf
children, In some cases the standard of clemnliness in such
houses has been remarkably good, but more often than not the
housewife becomes discouraged when children arrive because of the
handicaps imposed b{ lack of smenities such as = constant supply
of hot water and bathroom. The incentive appears to be a prospect
of more sultable accommodetion when the housing shortege is less

ronounced. The point is worth considering becouse it illustrates
e effect of unsatisfectory conditions on the attitude end
conduct of tenants.

No work of repesirs was done under the Housing Act as it is
congidered better procedure to work under the provisions of the
Publie Health Act in regnrd to essentiel repeirs, especiclly as
much of this work has been done in houses known %o be likely for
inclusion in Clearance Arens in the near future.

Hbusing investigations in connection with the Points System
are now restricted to cnges where re?ﬂrts are required on housing
conditions, since both the Medieal Officer end I consider that
other enquirics can be efficiently dealt with by the Housing
Depertment.

One of the principal fentures in most coses of unsatisfoctory
accommodetion is lack of grlvtcy in sleeping arrongements. Al
extra point is now allowed for absence of bathroom, while full
moximum points for insaniftory conditions cre recommended in |
relation to houses kmown to be earmarked for demolition within the
next few years.






RODENT COINTRO

Following interviews with the Rodent Officer of the Ministry
of Food arrangements were mode for a more systematic procedure in
connection with this work. Several surveys were made in various -
parts of the City, followed by treatment of ret infested premises.

It must be realiged, of course, that in some cases o
recurrence of the trouble is bound $0 oceur due to the mnture of
materials stored in the buildings,” There is alsc the migratory
habits of the rat to be considered. During the autumn rots
usually find refuge in buildings to ensure warmer conditions and
supplies of food. This often gives rise to complaints from food
premises and buildings adjoining.

A slight infestetion in the banks of the Minster Pool vrs
uccessfully dealt with efter severel treatnents by the Rodent
erative. This point was kept under further observotion, but up
tutthahand of the year no recurrence of the trouble had been
noticed.

A1 complrints made by oceupiers or otners of premises sre
pronptly deslt with by the Rodent Operrntive.

Food premises sre treated on the lines recommended by the
Ministry of Focd.

1 OF 5

During the yeer forty five inspections were mode under the

Shnga Let gﬁ1efly in regnrd to health provisions. In two coses
better henting facilities were provided' together with neons of
heating water for the use of nssistants, Seats for fensle shop

ssistants wers provided following Intinetions sent to three firms,
n sone cases it is difficult to provide suitable washing
facilities because of restricted accommodation. This applies
varticularly to establishnents where trode hes grown and the
eapceity of the premises is no longer adequate.

Occupiers of trade gremises,nre now cdvised to heve trade
refuse collected and not try to dispose of it on the premises,
The practice of burning trade refuse hns now been discontinued
following inspections nnde s a result of complaints by occupants
of neighbouring prenises.

Apart fron visits necessitated bg unsound food, routine
inspeetions of food premises are nede at regular intervals,
perticuler attention being dirscted to the conditions under which
perisheble articles of food are stored.

_Substantiel inprovenents were effected at two cetering
esteblishnents during the year, in one instance a new dining roon
being provided and squipped with hgﬁlﬂnlc tables and other modern
utensils. The interior of one bakehouse was reconditioned by the
owner who provided betier storage facilities for food used in his
snell entering cstnblishnent.

The undermentioned articles of food were surrendered for
destruction after being inspected ~nd judged unwholesorme and unfit
for hunan consunption.












