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LETCHWORTH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

With the compliments of the Medical Officer of Health.

ANNUAL REPORT
of’ the
MEDICAL. OQFFICER OF HEALTH

and of the

CHIEF BANITARY INSPECTOR
for the year

139359

To the Chairman and Members of the Letchworii Urbsn Distriet Council.
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the reguest of the Ministry of Health, and in
" Bccordance with the Sani*=oy Officers Orders, the following
report is submitted. It is the twenty-first report on the
sanitary circumstances and vital statistics of your district.
The report covers the period from lst January to 3lst Decembepr

1535,

_ The report is considerably curtailed in accordance with

the instructions of the Ministry of Health, but full records have
been made for the-year, and it is hoped to present these when
circumstances are more favourablc.

SECTION A:
STATISTICS KND SOCTIAT CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

The area of the district is 4,905 acres.
Population, The Registrar General's estimates of population

arei-

ga} resident population mid 1939 - 16,660,
b) average population appropriate

to caleculation of death rates 17,620.

Both these estimates are in my opinion far too
low, especially taking into consideration the following facts.
National Registration of the 29th September gave a population
of 20,797 persons. Calculations on the basis of 3-% persons
per occupied house give a population of 18,223. This fipure
gives what could be described as the normal population of the
town and does not include evacuation and industrial increases.
The Registrar General has I feel consistently under—estimated
the population of the Letchworth Urban District sinece the 1931
Census, and birth rates and death rates based on these estimates
are most misleading.




Inhabited Houses. AL December 31lst there were according to
the rate books 5062 cccupied houses.

Rateable Value. The rateable value is estimated to be £159,903
and a penny rate is estimated to produce £588.

Boclal Conditions and Chief Industries. The sccial conditions,
especclally as regards type of papuIaEInn,cansidcrably changed
in September as a result of the War, but it is toec early to
Judge the effect on the district as a whole., The chiefl
in%uigriﬂs hawve changed 1little except they have been further
extended.

Extracts from VITAL STATISTICS.

Births. For 1939 the Registrar General has given two sets of
fipures relating to the number of births. IM for calculating
infant and maternal mortality and BR for caleulating birth rates.

Live births. IM ER
Total Males Females Total Males Females
Legitimate 282 125 157 258 115 143
Illegitimate 8 3 5 8 3 7]
Totals 290 128 162 266 118 148

Birth rates per thousand redident population.

Eh} Based on Reglstrar General's estimate of 15 660 = 15-96

Based on our estimate of 18 ,23 = =59
8till births.

Total lales Females
Lepitimate 19 . 9 10
Illegitimate - = =
Totals 19 9 10

The still birth rate per thousand live and atill
births is 66, muich higher than normal,

The number of births is the highest recorded since the
formation of the Urban District in 1919.

Deaths.
Total Males Females
178 91 87

Death rates per thousand reaident population.

(a) Based on Registrar Gencral's estimate of 17,620 = a
Crude Rate of 10-1 and a
Cérrected Rete of 11-0
(b) Based on our estimate of 18,233 = a
Crude Rate of 9«7 and a
Corrected Rate of 10«5

ENGLAND & WALES = 12.1
Deaths from Puerperal Tauses. There were none, so the Maternal
HorEaIity Rate is nil. %E has been nil ainca’lgjl.

Death Rate of Infants under One year of age.

Total Males  Female
Infant Mortality 1
Legitimate 10 6 L
Illegitimate 1 - 1
Totalas 11 [ 5

oy



Rate per thousand live birtha = 37 LLL INFANTS
Legitimate Infants per 1,0001ive
legitimate births= 36
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000
live 1llegitimate births =125

m -

The ceuses of infantile deaths were, prematurity six,
marssmis one, congenital intestinal obstruction one, atelectasis
one, pneumonisa one, bronchitis one.

]

ENGLAND AWND WALES all infanis

The ceuses of death were:-
Eef.
Diphtheria

5.‘

Et Influenza

9, Tuberculosis of respiratory
10
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. Pemales

syatem
. Other tuberculosis
12. General Paralysis of Insanc
13, Cancer
14. Diabetes
15. Cerebral haemorrhage
16. Heart disease
17. Aneurysm
18. Other circulatory diseases
19. Bronchitis
20. Pneumonia (all forms)
21, QOther respiratory diseases
22.Peptic ulcer
2. Appendieiils
26. Other liver diseases
27. Other digestive diseases
28. Acute and Chronic nephritis
31. Congenital debility, prematurity
atc.
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32. Benlility

5%. Bulcide

3L, Other violence

35. Other defined dlsceases
36. Ill-defined diseases
Diarrhoea two years and under

Totala g9 a7
-

Males Females
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 15
Rate per thousand population - 1-L

Deaths from Measles (all ages) = =
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) - -

Deaths from Diarrhoea (under two yers) 1 -

Rate per thousand population 0-05
There was no excessive or unusual mortality during the yean
although the death rates from Cancer and all forms of
tuberculosis are slightly higher than usual.



SECTION B:

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

(i) STAFF:

Medical Officer of Health (part time)

RERTRAM SUGGIT, M.B.Ch.B. (Leeds and Manchester) D.P.H. (Cambs)

Chief Sanitary Inspector (also Designated Housing Officer,
Inspector under Petroleum Acts, Shop Acte and Factories fots)

ARTHUR JUMP, M.S.I.A. Cert.R.San.Inst. (Meat and Foods)

fidditional Sanitery Inspector

CEDRIC H. MARSDEN, M.3.I.A. (Resigned July- Appointed Sanitary
Inspector to Corby U.D.C.)

RUSSELL F. FORRYAN, M.3.I... (Appointed August. On military
Service from November).

Temporary Additional Sanitary Inspector.

FREDERICK G. BRADLEY, M.5.I.A. (appointed December)

It will be gseen that during the year there was constant
changes in personnel, but the work of the department proceeded
normally.

(ii) OTHER SERVICES:

(a )LABORATORY FACILITIES. No change except that advantage has

been taken of the services of the Ministry of Health emergency
laboratories,

() AMBULANCE FACILITIES. No change.

(¢ )NURSING IN THE HOME. No change.

{A)TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINIC3. An additional Sick Bay and

Clinic was set up at Letchworth House to deal with evacuated
children. The other treatment centres and clinies have
all carried on normally.

(& )HOSPITALS. (Public and Voluntary). No change.

SECTION C:
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THRE AREA.
1. (i) Water: There has been no material change during the yeaw.

3.

Bacteriologlical samples arc now taken every fortnight. The
samples throughout the yecar proved most satisfactory.

Eiii Drainage and Sewerage: llo material change. The additional
population has emphasiscd the importance of the sewage works -
being enlarged at the carlicst possible moment.

Rivers and streams: No change.

(i) Closet Accommodation: One pail eloset and three cesspools
were abolishe

ol Public Cleansing: No change.

Sanitary Inspection of the Area: Work has proceeded as
normally as circumstances will permit. (See appendix)

iv) Shops and Offices: Beventy shops were visited and
inspected. The ten contraventions found were remedied., It was
not possible to carry out any systematic inspection of offices,
but several cases were dealt with.

W i Bites:

p I & site was used.
2. No licenses granted.

3« Eighty-seven persons in thirty-four caravans ("Fair"
encampment ).

(¥i) Smoke abatement: Purther progress was made without recourse
to statutory action.

= =




{vii) Swirnming baths and pools:
Public. There were L“,DEE attendances. Camples were

taken at regular fortnightly interwvals and the results were
satisfactory.

1riii ) Eradication of bed bugs:i
1. (&) Council houses found to be infested - 4.
b) Other houses found to be infested -7

All were disinfested.
2. Bame as previous year.

}t -ﬂiﬂ-
h-i "ﬂﬂ—
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SCHOOLS :

o change other then owing to evacuatlon, All existing
schools were fully utilised and additional premises had to be
taken.

Rag Flock Acts 191 and 1928: Bame as 1938.
PREMISES AND QOCCUPATIONS CONTROLLED BY BYELAWS CR REGULATIONS:

‘Same as 1938. Four visits were paid to barbers and hairdressers
premises.

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT:

Hormal work was maintained.

FACTORIES AND WCRFPLACES.

At December 35l=zt there were on the register:-
131 mechanical factories, 55 non-mechanical factories
and 47 workplaces.,

Normal work was maintained until September,.

SECTION D:
HOUS ING.

The situation wes falrly normal until Beptember when we received
a considerable number of evacuated persons due to official

sobemes and private arrangements. 8o far as we are able to
ascertain no gross overcrowding took place.

HOUSING STATISTICS 1939:

Number of new houses erected during the year:

EE; by other bodies and persons 82
L) by Publie Utility Societies 2
Inspection of dwelling houses during the year:
T Sa; Total number inspected 318
b) Humber of inspections made 505
2. Eag Inspected under Housing Acte 128
b} Number of inspections made 266
3. Number found unfit nil
4. Number found not to be in all
respects fit 98
2. Remedy of defects.
Number of houses rendered fit 93

i Action under Statutory powers nil

_5_



L. Housing Act 1936 Part IV overcrowding:

(a) No.of dwellings overcorwded at end of year one
L " families dwelling therein one
" pepsons H i nine
Eb; No,of new cases Tound eight
g M " cases relieved Beven
i " persons concerned forty-seven
dwelling houses again overcrowded none

d L 1
Eﬂg Remarks same as 1938.

SECTION E:

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

ja} Milk Bupply, including cream and ice cresm:

The work of supervision was maintained as far as possible,
Seven farms are Registered for the production of milk and
eighteen persons are Registered as retail purveyors of milk,
ten of whom have premises within the district. One dalryman
produces and retails Tuberculin Tested (Certified) Milk, two
bottle and retail Tuberculin Tested Milk. Three dairymen
retall Tuberculin Tested Milk., PFive farmers produce and two
dairy men retail Accredited Milk. One application for a
licence to pasteurlse and sell Pasteurised Milk wac granted.
Samples: Brief particulars of samples taken are as followsi-

Tuberculin Tested (Certified) Milk:

Number taken 1=
Average count 61,753
Lowest 500
Highest L4180, 000

Bacillus Coli present in 1/100 ml in two samples.

Methylene Blue Test feiled in one =ample.
Tuberculin Tested Millc:

Number taken 10

Average count 43,740

Lowest 3,000

Highest 91,000

Bacillus Coli Present in 1/100 ml in 5 samples

Methylene Blue Test three samples failed.
Accredited Milk:

Mamber taken iy d

Average count 14,514

Lowest 2,400

Highest 30,000

Bacillus Coli Present in 1/100 ml in one sample

Methylene Rlue Test none failed. o

Pasteurised Milk:
Number talken 13
Average count 56,000
Lowest 11,200
Highest 330,000
Phosphatase Test
Ho.submitted B

Ho.passed
Bacillus Cal Absent

L

6

9

present 1?11 ml 1
(1] 2

1/100 s



Crdinary Milk:

Mumber taken L9
Average Count 56,465
Lowest 6,400
Highest 22,000
Bacillus Coli Abscnt z fil
Present Inlml 3

1/10 ml 10

1/100 ml £

1/1000 m1 18

Methylene Blue Test 8 samples failed.

Ice Cream:

Munmber taken 2l
Average count 1,556,196
Lowest Lo
Highest 12,000,000
Bacillus Coli Absent a8
present inlml -

iﬁ%ﬂ ml g

00 ml
lﬁlDUﬂ ml 8

One agample of raw cream used in the manufaeture of iece crdam
was taken and examined. The bacterial count was 46,720,000
and bacillus coli was present in 1/10,000. It is really
unnecessary to add the sample of ice cream made with this raw
cream was also of poor bacteriological standard.

Ibl Meat and other foods:

The nsual routine inspections were maintained throughout the
year. In September the Abatiolr and Bacon Pactory became a
wholesale meat depot and slaughterhouse for the Ministry of
Food. The extra work involved placed a large strain on the
resources of the department, but the carcases of all animals
slaughtered were inspected. Further details are given in
the appendilx.

Carcases Inspected and condemmed.
{excluding shops).

Cattle Cows Calves EE;E% Pigs
echuaIE =
e LambE
Ho. killed 27 11 L5 526 28,030
Ho. inspected 27 13 5 526 28,030
ALL DISEASES EXCEPT Tb.
1) carcases condemned - 1 2 - 396
2) parts or organs " 5 1 - 16 L Lol
3) percentage affected 18.5 18.1 LO 3 17.4
TUBERCULOZIS ONLY
1) cercascs condemned = L - - 20
2) parts or organs © 2 - 1 - 1,485
3) percentage affected 74 36.3 20 nil 5 3

Ic! Adulteration etc.

The County Council are the Food and Drugs Authority for the
disgtrict, the officer being Mr. 6.F. Hart.

_?'-



SECTION F:

1.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTRCL OVER, INFECTIOUS

AND UTHLR DISEASES.

General. There was little notifiable infectious disease
during the year, one hundred and six notifications being
received as compared with one hundred and ninety-six during
1938, Immnisation against diphtherlia is being carried out
to & limited extent at the Maternity and Child Welfare Clinic
held under the suspices of the County Council. Fortunately
1ittle infection occurred during the evacuation peried.

Chicken Pox. Forty-eight cases were notified compared with one
hundred and forty-four during 1938. Most of the cases occurred
during the middle of the year. There were twenty-one cases
under school age, twenty-four were of school age the remaining
five being adults. Fourteen cases occurred amongst children

from a London Nursery school that were on holiday in Leichworth.
These children had contracted the infection before thelir armival.

Diphtheria: Fourteen cases were notified, two more than during
1938, All the cases were removed to the isolation hospltal.
Five cases were of school age, two were young children, and
geven were adults. There was a common source of infection in
three instances, the other cases occurred sporadically during
the year. I regret to have to report one case proved fatal.

Erysipelas: Three cases were notified, the same number as
last year. All were treated at home.

Measles: Two cases were notified, both young evacuee children
under school age.

Pnenmonia: Eleven cases were notified compared with eight cases
during 1938. Three of these cases received hospltal treatment.

Puerperal Fever: Three cases notified, none removed to hospital.

Scarlet Fever: Twenty-four cases were notified, the same number
as last year. All the cases were removed to the isolation
hospital. There woere no deaths and the disease generally was of
a mild type. Flve of the cases were young children, sixteen
were of school age the remaining three cases being adults. The
cases oceurred sporadlically throughout the year. Five cases
ocourred at a private school, and in nine ilnstances 1t would
appear that the disease was contracted outside the town,

Para-typhoid: One case was notified durding October and was
removed to the Iseolation Hospital. The infectlion which was of a
mild type appeared to have been contracted whilst the patient
was on holiday. The usual precautions were taken and no further
cases occurred.

Undulant fever: No cases were brought to my notice.
Epldemic Catarrhal Jaundice: No cases were brought to my notice.

Vaccination: Mo action was taken under the Regulations of 1917.

Qancer: There was no abnormal prevalence. There were 26 deaths
during the year, fifteen being males and eleven females. There
are no special facilities avallable in the district for the
diapgnosis and treatment of cancer.

e



3. Tubercilosis:
€ 0 action under 1925 Regnlations or Publlic Health Acu
1936.

. Tuberculosis:
: New cases and mortality duoring 1939.
New Cases. Deattﬁ.
Non- Hon-
Afze Periods Rﬂsﬁirutnrg; Respiratory: Respirstory:Resiiratony:
k. j : g

i

Il sl sl =21 =1
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE - LETGHYORTH URBAN DISTRICT 1959.
Digeasg:” At all O= 1= 2= 5~ L~ 5- WT =k

AFes,
Chicken-
pox A s s AEE. 202 L 1 U= fESaw s
Diphtheria 1} - 1 = = 1 3 2 4 3 -« = =1k Eemoved
to Huspital.
; 1 Deatn.
Erygipelae F = = = = = = = = - 1 e -1
Phetfenla - 11 "4 = = 1 1. 2 = 1 2 = 2 1 3 Hemoved
to Hosplual.
I Death.
Puerperal
fever 23 - e m - - = - 3 = - -
Scarket = = = 2 3 12 4 - 3 = = = 2 Removed
fever to Hospital.
Paratyphold 1 - = = = = 1 = - - - - = 1 do.
Measles 2 1 =1 = = - = - - = -

GetalmisdiI0n: B 3 B 9 1L 38 8 9 12 4 3 2 ho'Henoved
: to Hospital

2 Dzaths.
Hntil September, the work of the Department was stle to

proceed comparatively normally; afterwards owing to pressure of

efiergency duties, some routine work had to be discentinusd, but

we have enﬁaavourﬁd to earry out all public health services as

far as practicable.

In conclusion, I shouwld like to thank both the Cowacil
and my collesgues in the Health Department and other serviczs
for their keen interest and co-operation during the year.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
EERTHAM BUGGIT,

Medical Officer of Health.

Council Offices,
Letehworth.
October 1940.



APPENDIX,

REPORT OF THE WORK CARRIED OUT BY THE SANITARY INSFECTORS
DURING THE ¥ .

GENERAL (under Public Health and Housing Acts):

(a) Visits and Inspections.
Houses inspected under EuEIIc Health.ﬂﬂts “es “aa 190

it reinspectad L i e i 52
0 ingpected under Hﬂuslnr Acts biaih sia 128
" reinspected o aue s 158
it vigited re defective dustbins aEatn i 8
Housinﬁ Surver Form A primary cae i 14
" " sgcondary ses AT 11~
] i ® B primary w e e L
] L] U 0 sagondary iiid et 2
Visits to overerowded houses sue . aa 27
Inhabited vans inspectecd e i 34
Nuigances investigated i R 257
Systematic inspections of distrot ‘e «2s 176
Special 1nyest1 gations re water coarses and ditches ‘ew 61
sEyans Ca LR l‘l
i " smells sae cu 25
visits and 1nﬁpectianﬂ to entertainment premises ‘as T
of swimming baths ‘e aZsky L1
" i waterworks ana ces 6
Smoke observations e e 36
Draine - amoke tested e e 32
1] 'ﬂ'ﬂ_t&_‘[‘l L R o TE
- colour M R S 26
Viglts to works outstanding and in progress  -:» - 598
Number of preliminsry notices ae vﬂd . i T25
n statutory Ir ‘e “ea 1
Visits to stables Ll
" plgperies cas e 15
it F&fllEE ::'j"J.H LR o ow ?%
. re rat investation : e ces 39
I to conveniences ; o A ik i
Miscellaneous visits e fae 50
Samples of effluent submitted for analysis it i waipiad®
Special Emergency Duaties: . i
Goneral A.R.P. P i 5l
Evacuation b et 239
Emergency clinics s A Th
Emergency mortuary PORMBPRPRO Ml . Al
Food Control BT S 59
b) QHNuisances Abated and air Work Carried Out.
Choked drains cleared and put %ﬁgu proper order - 77
Choked W.Cs. clearsd S PR 8
Drains repaired or relayed Reacn ety 72
Inspactinn chambers built or repairsd i o La
1 covers provided - 5 i Ll
Intercepting traps fixed s iRl L
W.Cs., repaired or renewed a s A
W.C. flushing cisterns repaired or renewed e s E%
W.Ce. cleansed e P 10
Urinals repaired or renewed Friie s 14
Soll pipes repaired or renewed i Py Aot 13
Vent pipes repaired or renewed i T 17
Fresh air inlets repaired or rencewed £an e 12
Gulleys repaired or ronewed Al “a 55
Sinks provided or renswed ‘in e 22
Lavatory basins and baths Tixed or renewed S s 27
Waste pipes repaired or renewed e “ee 53
Pail closets sbholished u i e 1
Septic tanks built or repaired T als 1

1) e



Cesspoola repaired il e 2
Cesspools emptied and cleansed S ey 6
Cesspools abolished il T 3
Water service pipes repaired or renewed ... Lt L&
Wells repalred ’aie . =
EBaves, gutiering and rainwater pipes repaired or rencwed 6L
Dustbins provided L T 7
Yard paving provided or repaired ¥y v 35
Roof's repaired or renewed i ‘e i
Doors and door frames repaired or renewed Sy EE
Windows and framss repaired or renewed A . 137
Lighting and wentilation improved wiiin e a3
Fire-places and ranges repaired or renewed Fe g
Chimney stacks repaired or rebullt 5 = iz
Coppers provided or repairved e e L
FPloors repairsd or renewed L o L5
Food stores provided iy S 1
Btaircases repaired P e 5
Ceilings and plaster repaired agn ik ()
External rendering repaired or renewed e S 35
Brickwork repaired s P 39
Dampness remedled i i =
Damp-proof courses renewed or provided e - 8
Overcrowded abated G GG T
Rooma cleansed A ien o7
Dajiries cleansed and limewashed sieh S 30
Cowsheds cleansed and limewashed i e 56
Bakehouses cleansed S s 16
8laughterhouses clesnsed L T {13
Pilthy houses cleansed e S 1k
Accumnlations removed g Err 54
Accumulations of manure removed s P &
Animals improperly kept . Fer 1l
Premises and sheds ratproofed ot e 10
I gassed for rats T i e 1l
" baited " n oy i 135
Ponds cleansed frei St 5
Ponds treated for mosguitoes L P 2
SUFERVISION OF FOOD SUPELIES:
1a) Visite and inspections.
To Abattolr g S Biara 634
Butchers shops S8 Gigis e &1L,
Butchers wvans i - e 29
Fish Shops e s e E&
Other Food Shops aes e sen g2
Bakehouses e e i 28
Food Preparing Places aah P, vaw 20
Dairies o e e 230
Cawsheds "aa s R T §
Ice Cream Vendors .ne . s ER!
Hawkers of Foods wan Fie aiein &0
(b) BSamples Takon.
Tuberculin %es?aﬂ (Cortified) Milk Niere vt i3
Tpberculin Tested Milk e e Siate o hin 10
Acceredited Milk s i Eah
Pasteurised Milk A .t Wi 13
Ordinary Milk Ea 35 ¥ L9
Ice Cream : s i e 24
Raw Cream P TS LS : 1
= Licences Granted.
Tuberculin Tested (Certiried) Milk - Dealers o
Tuberculin Tested Milk = Botiling and Dealers e 2
K i i n == ne&lﬂrﬂ e = @ om TR 2
Acecredited Milk - Supplementary dealers ... ke i
Pasteorised Milk = Fasteurising o S i o
Game Licences e Fiss S 3

Amount of feees received: £6.12, =d.
- 11 -
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