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Medical Officer of Health I.F. HACKENZIE, K.D.(Edin), D.P.H.,
D.T.¥. & H,,
(resigned 31.10.56)

Acting Medical Officer of Health Ditto (from 1.11.56)
Public Health Inspector ¢.E. BULL, ¥.A.P.H.I., C.R.Ban.I.,
Feat Officer GEOFFREY E. BULL.

——— i s W s

To the Chalrman and Mombers of the Leominster & Wigmore Rural
District Couneil.

Mr. Chalrman, Ladles and Gentlencn,

I have pleasurc in presenting the Annual Report for
1956, which has been prepared jointly by the Public Health
Insgpector and mysclf.

Though thoere woroe no outbroaks of infectious dlscase
of a major or gorious charancter-during: the year, a minor epldcmie
of Scarlet Fover occurred. Twentysix cascs wero notificd, and
o thoso, thirteon woero from one pardsh; the remeinder from six
othor parishces. None of the cascs wos soveorc, but as isolatlon
in the home was not always possible, scveral were rcmoved to
hogpital. Ag I have sald before, the severity of thls discase
appears %o have dimighcd, and effective treatment, for cxample,
by penielllin, is roadily avallsble with the rcsult that many
uncompllionted casce can bo gafoly troated at home. Neverthilcesas,
in order to limit the opportunitles for porscons who had been in
clogc contact with those cosos to spreacd the disocasc, those
¢ngoged in food trades were temporarily cxcluded from work.
Onc cagc of Parclytic Poliomyeclitis occurrcd within the district.
Research into the mothods by which thig diseonge ls ususlly
digscminatod throughout a community after the occurrcnec of the
Tirst caosca, points to porsonal hygicne as boing of poaramount
importance. The adoption of "house and garden" quarantince whioh
aims 2t localising infcotlon, was thereforo recommended to all
who had becn in cloge, houachold contoct with the case. Mo other
cages occurrcd, go 1t may be that our cfforts to limit the
possibllity of gproading the discasc were, in this lnstance
anyhow, succesgsiul. But, on the other hand, one has to bear in
mind that the occurrecnce of Poliomyelitis 1s froguently quite
inexplicablo; and that sporadic cascs, entirely unconnectod with
other known cases, appear in our midat from timec to time.

The appointment of Dr. 0.L. Evans as Digtrict Kedlcal
Officor of Heplth for the Northern Distrlctes and as Asslatant
County Yedical Officer, was mzde on Decembor 5th, 1956. It was
arranged that he would commence duty on March 1lst, 1957, on
which datc my temporary sppointment as Acting Mediocal Officer of
Honlth will terminate.

In view of my recont change of appointment, this will be
the last annual roport that I shall present to you as your Hedleal
Officur of Health. I ghall retaln very warm momorices of my ycara
of sorvico, and of tho happy rolatlons that oxist among officers
and botween mombers of the council and gtaff, - o splrlt of
harmony that contributes much to the effcctivencss of work in the
local governmoent sorvicoe.

I.F. MACKINZIE
Modical Officer of EHealth.
Publle Hoalth Office: 4, Church Btreot, Lcominater.
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STATISTICS AND S0CIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ARDA

Area (in ncres) iR i i e 24,191
Fopulation i i 130
Number of 1nhnbitcd Houaas (Lnﬁ of ngo} ﬂecnrﬂing

to the Rate Books 3,097
Ratenble Value. ; e z. o0 Liga A
Sum rcpraaentﬁd by a Funﬂ Ra tu e e £270

EXTRACT FROK THE VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR

Total Male Fomale

LIVE BIRTHS (Lecgitimate) Vin 151 78 73
Illegitimate) oA 9

Total S 160 B2 76

STILL BIRTHS (Leglitimatc) . 2 ik 1

DEATES et L e 112 50 52

DEATHS FROM PU-RPERAL CAUSES ... il

DEATHS OF INFANTE UEDER GﬁE
mq. GF JLG—I' v oB @ ® " aow 3 e 3

COMPARABLE DATA FOR ENGLAND AND WALES, 1956.

Birth Rate (per 1,000 cstimatcd mid—yﬂhr home pnpulatian] 15.8
Birth Rate for Jﬁrlanﬂ and Wales .o vy, LR
85t111 Birth Rato (por 1,000 total live and atill hirtha] 1 Bt
8%111 Birth Rate for unglnna and Walos T . 25.0
Death Rato (por 1,000 estimated mid- ycﬂr homo population) 11.1
Death Ratc for Eﬁgl,nﬂ nd Wealcs o Sornd AR S |
Infant Mortality Rate {pcr 1,000 related live births) ... 18.8
Infant Hortality Rate for England and Wales ... s e B30
-E‘H-"II'F :\HI GIqﬁUhElTMHGEE MID - |.!- JETIDHE

WATER SUPPLIES

Public Supplics

Lointwardine. Tho new pumplng and filtration plant ia
not yet in operation. The supply has boen malntained through-

out tho yoar and frequent analyscs of the water have given
satisfactory rosults.

Cther Publlic SBupolics. All other public supplics arc
working satlplactorily.

The Paorishes with piped supplice arc as follows:-

Lointwardine e i shnllow well
Wigmore .on .. aian Boreholo
Ldforton s - : Borcholo
Lingen e o e Borchole
Luston and Dyton i S Borchole
Shobdon, Aymestreoy, Iattnn e River
Riahards Castlo - e Borchole

Brempton Brien i «++ Bpring



Sampling

One hundred and fiftythree samples of water for
bactericlogical analysls were taken during the year and
gsent to the Laboratory at Hereford. Theac samplcs produced
the followlng rcsults.

Satisfactory...... 116
Unsatiafactory..... 37
1wt -t SR 153

DRAINAGE AND BEWIRAGE

dewege Disposal Workas .on councll house estates have
recelved frequent inspcection. These plants are working
satlsfactorily. The Settling Tank at Brimfilold is to be
anlarged. The contents of the Scotiling and Humus Tanks
are romoved at regular intervels, cnsuring c¢fflielent oporation.

Scwage dlgposal in the districet is mainly by privato

goeptic fanke and filtor bede: in othwer casgca by the con-
garvancy ayston.

RIVERS AND STREALS

No pollutlon of any river or stroam occurred durlng
tho ycar.

REFUSE COLLECTION

A gatisfactory houac-to-=houase refuase collcctlon is
carricd out by Hic Local Authorlty. Collcotions arc made
twice monthly in the largor perishes, and onco a month in the
smallcer oncos.

Tips arc sltuatod at Shobdon; Fldler's Elbow, Leintwardine;
Bodonham, and Brimfiold.

DISINFECTION -~ INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Twontyclight inspectione and re-inspecctions worc mado
in conneetion with infeetious discase, and disinfectlon was
garricd out in fourtcocon housea.

FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948

bixtyfive ingpeetiona heve boen madce at various factorics
with and without mochanical powcor in the dlatrict. Threc

informal noticops havo boon sorvoed for minor dofcots. Two of
thogo weoro for want of clcanlinese, and onc for insufficicent
sanltary convonicncces. On the wholc the regulations are

carried out satiafactorily.

Number of Factorlios on Reglster..... 49



S
PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS 4CT, 1949

A survey of all preomlsca 1s belng carricd out under
the above Act. Private dwelling houscs are troated free
of chargo. The gsowors wore tost balted, but no ovidonco
of rats was found. Refusc Tips and scowor outfalls rcooived
poriodic treatment.

! Type of Froperty
| Hon-Agricul tural

| Loeal |Dwolling|ill Othor Total | Agricul-
Authority| Housos|(includg. tural.
| I

lBuslncaa

! t iPrcmia¢5]|

, | i .
I.Humber of proportics ! ¢

in Lodal Authopity's 7 | 249 | 1%
District. ! | !

2608 | K60

|

II.HNumber of prapﬂrtieq !
1?upc¢ta& a8 a rosult | -
o1 | | |

(a) Notification i = r 28 . . 2 30 -

(b) Survey under the Act T E 411 &8 506 | 204

(c) Otherwise (c.g. when
visited primarily for |
somg other purposc)) IR B Lk L AR | 183 4l

IV.Number of proportice i ! !
inapocted (in Scet. II) ; = i
which were found %o be i
Infostod by: ; |

s

7|
107

(a) Rata Maojor
¥inor

ol
s
I

(b) Mice Najor ! - 2h
Minor - ! =

= =a1
n
o
I W 'B\ﬂ

V.Number of infested ! |
propertios (in Beot. !
IV) trcatcd by the
Local Authority 6 | 126 - | 132§

|
|
VI.Total troatments carricd i : :
out - including ro— j ! !
treatments . 25 | 126 = 15716 =
i

VII.Numbor of noticcs ! : i '
sorved under Sect. | i i f
4 of the jet s 1l = - - -
{ Troatment and |
Struotursl Tork) '

X.Number of "Elock"
control schemes :
carricd out _ = T 3 .
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SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA

List of Inspections made under variocus fActs and Orders
and under cnactments governlng Meat and Food.

Informal Statutory Neticea

Inepeotions, ete. Kumber Notlecos NKotloes compllicd

under served Served with
Housing & Public Health Jcta 345 115 3 106
Factorice Acts 65 3 - 3
iilk Regulations, 1949 51 - - =
3akchouses 26 2 - 2
Food Promlises 394 7 - 7
Bchocle 25 - - =
Water Supplics 173 10 - 18
Infectlious Discase 28 - - -
Knackers Yard 58 3 - ]
Hop-Pickere Quariers 12 2 - 2
HOUSING

¥o Councll houscea were completed by the Local Authordty
during the year.

The number of houscs bullt by private persons during the
year was clght.

INSPECTIOKS OF DVELLING HOUSES DURINC THE YEAR
1. (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspceted
for hnuaing defeots undor Public Heslth
and Houslng Actao e 197

(b) HNumber of inspections made for the purpooc 345

n

Number of houses found not to be in all
rogpects rcasonably it for human

habitation A e i 115
ACTZION UNDER STATUTORY NOTICES DURIKG THE YEAR

EFrocoedings under Fubllc Health Actas... i 1

Yoticcas Issued

Informal Hrass T = e 115

B8tatutory ey

ol



DEFECTS REMIDIED

The following list rolaetos to major defecots only
which wore romediod, or in cenncetion with whioch ropalrs
wore carrled out

Spouting ropalrcd 51 | Pumpa ropalred 1
Roofs 53 | Defoetive floors 55
Drains 75 | ‘indows ropalrod 56
3cptlc Tanks 63 ; Doors ropaircd 54
Dampness 11 | Chimncys repalred El
W.C0s. provided 50 : Flaestor ropalred 44
Defective Cesspools 1 | Dofeetive cooking

| stoves cote. he
Now esinks fitted 56 | Btalrs ropairced 3
Baths fittecd 54 | Pantrica provided 2
W.C0s. ropalred 1 | Foul Earth Closcts L
Defeotive wells o 1 aghlng Taocllitilcs

i provided 52
How wells 11+ Other Kulsancoe 2

HOUSING ACT, 1949 (Improvemont Grants)

Thirtynine grants worce made durdng the year for
improvementa to private dwelling houses.

VAN DWELLIHGS

Thero are soeveral van dwellings in the digtrlet.
Mogt of thogo of the permanent type are situated in Abbey
Lane, Leintwardine, and have tholr own wator supply and
drainage. The romalnder aro of o toemporary noturc and
arc privatoly owned. In generel, they obtain their water
from the nearcet dwelling und uge chomicsl closcta.

CAMPING SITES

Waere camplng does ocecur in the dlatrict, it is
only for ghort poriods.

INSPECTION .AiD SUPERVISION OF FOCD

Tivpce hundrod ond ninetyfour inspootions worc made
at various Toodshops in the district. Bcven notices woro
sorved, ond the improvementas roquired wore carricd out.
The undermentloned food was condemned za being unfit for
numan ooacuEption.,

Tinned Frult ... 229 1b. Bacon ... 41 1b.
"  Yegetables 27 1b. Hont ..« B70 1b.

L =ilk ety h 1b. Cookad Heat E? 1b.

" Kent N 41 1b. Pics IR | ) -

f Soup i 20 1b. Sausagea... 42 1b.

L Fish e 10 1b. Jaun T % ib.
Scmolina. .. 1b.

SLAUGHTER HOUSES

Two liccneces weroe rencwoéd during the yonr for
privato sloughter houses in the district.
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NUMBER AND TYPE OF FOOD PREWISES

(a) GROCERS (including sale of fruilt, fish,
game, vegetables, and pre-packed

ice-cream) S 5 HENEBh

(b) BWEETS AND SUGAR COHFECTIONARY
(ineluding sale of pre-packed Included in
ice~-creanm) e i e 8

(c) RESTAURANTS & CATERING ESTABLISHUMENTS
(ineluding fish and chip fryers,
and sale of pre-packed ice-cream)... 6

(d) LICENSED PREXISES (hotels, inns, & olubs) 24

{e) BAKERS AND CONFECTIONERS it i-ie 2
(£f) BUTCHERS S e L
(z) OCENTRAL KITCHEN for SCHOOL HEALS e
(h) CORN STORES AND SHOPS ... v N 5
(1) HOBILE CANTEEW (Stall) bo s e
WUMBER OF FQOD PREXISES REGISTERED UNDER
BECTION 16 of the FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955.
(j) Bale of pre-packed ice-cresm
Grocers e e AR I
Restaurants diass S .1 3
Confectionera S o 1
Butchers P s 1
(k) Prenaration or Manufacture of Sausages,
0 Powted, Fresegsd, rickled or Presgerved Food.
B\-I.t’;l'liﬁi‘ﬂ & oW LI - #® 5 B l

MILK BURFLY

Number of Dairies registered under the Milk and
Dairice Regulatlons, 1949 (excluding farm dairies) 4

METHOD OF DISPOBAL OF CONDIHMNED FOOD
Meat - to the Knackers Yard.
Other Foods = by burial.
FOOD HYGIEMNZ REGULATIONS, 15985 - 6.
All food premiacs recelved a printed abestraect of
the provisions of the regulations, and visits were made
in eonnoctlicon with the carrying out of the new regulatlons.

Seven informal notlcees were served under the
regulations.



- 10 -
MEAT

Thoro are two licensod alavghtor houscs in the
district, and aro both aituated at Leintwardince.

Carcaseca and offal inspectod and condomned in
whole pr in part are sot out in tho followlng table.

Catfle i IEhﬂﬁp | |
Excluding| Cows (Colves| & Pigs |Horsos
Cows | Lambs f

Number killecd | 283 | 441 62 | 1245 | 173| N1

T |
I

51 | 1184 | 16| -

Numbor inspectod 26025 {114

All discages exeont
Tubcrculosis & i :
ﬂxaticcrci !

Whole carcoscsa ! |
eondomnod - o= L

L2
l_l
|

Carcasea of which
gome part or organ !
was condomned i 20 - - | 42 8 -

s

PO L L

Parcontage of the
numbor inspooted
affoectod with
dlscasc othor
than tuberculosia |
and cysticorci i 7T:7% =] 21.9% ; 3.

=

5.6% -

Tubcrculosis only:

Whole corcascs
condemned % e e Bl [t o a

e T T

Carcasca of which |
somg port or organ | !
was condcemned i 1 !

Porcoentage of the
number inaspeected |
affectod with | - |
tubcrculosls | . 38% = Al = = it

Gysticercosla

Carcasca of which

gomu port or _ |

organ was condemned = 50 =
I

|
Garcanscs submlttod
to troatment by
refrigeration | -

|
; [
Generalised and | }
totally condemnad | - |




PREVALENCE OF INFEGTIOUS DISEASE

ANALYSES OF TOTAL NOTIFIDD CASES ACCORDING TO AGE

i Age of Patlecnt

Digonad I , . T T .
o ' 0-1]1-2{3-4[5-9]10-14]15-24] 25 | Unknown| TOTAL
- | Over|

S o SO TR R P RO AT O R (NP
Whooping Cough | 1| 5 {3 |1 - - - - 8
leaslea ] | 6 | 7 15 5 1 =50 RS 46
Acute Pncumonia i - =-1=-1- - - & 1 4
Acute Polio- '

myelitis (Paralytic)- | - | - | - - 1 - - 1
Jysentery b= - - - - = 1 = 1
Puorperal Pyrexiai -l =-1=1- - - 2 - 2
Tuberculoals |

Puluonary) b=l e e - 3 - 33

Non-Pulmonary) | - | - {-|-| - - | 1 - 1

TUBERCULCSIS

At the end of 1956 the Tuberculosis Reglster contained
the nomeeg of forty-elght males pnd thirty-three females who
normally rcside within the district.

During the year four now caegceg were notiflod, three
Fulmonary cnd one Hon=Pulmonary, and one Pulmonary casc moved
intoe tho digtrict. During the gome perlod five persons
racovered, and four loft the dlstricet.

NATIONAL HEALTE SERVICE AGT, 1946, Scction 26
Vacclnatlon ond Imaunisstion

Number of childreon in the digtriet who woro treated durdng the year:

Ago at dato of | Immunisation | Immunisatlon Vaccination
immunisation or | ageinst ! against againgt
vaccination Diphtheria : Whooping Cough Smallpox
Under 1 yoar 36 ' 28 ral

1 ycar 43 | 26 1

2 yoars 4 } 2 -

3 Yyears 1 r - 5

4 ycars 3 I 2 -

5 = 9 yoars 27 | - =

10 - 14 years 8 i = L
Iccibe Sover | . = i Tk
TOTAL 122 ol % 153 b _TS___ _

Reinforcing

Injections 212 . - 5

Vaccination ond Immunisation are a County Councll
responelbility and the figurcs gilven above have beeon kindly
supplled by the County ldedieal Officor of Health.
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CAUSES OF DEATH (211 ages)

TOTAL

Dlsoasc Hales Femaloa
Malignant neoplasm, stomach 2 A F 3
Malignant neoplesm, lung, bronchus 1 - 1
Mallgnont neoplasm, breast i - 3 o
dAnlignant neoplasm, uterus R - 1
Other mallgnant & lymphatic ncoplasmsj 3 11 14
Loukaemia, alcukacmin S 1 - i 1
Diabctos L3 o dtar - 1 % 1
Vascular loslons of nervous systom ) T | 13
Coronary discase, anglna 5 1 6
Othor heart discase 19 14 33
Other circulatory discasc 1 4 5
Pnoumonia von ase P ] 12 4
Bronchitia ... ST . 5 4 9
Othor dlscmaeg of respliratory systeom 1 - 1
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 3 A 4
Nephritis and aephrosis 4 - 1
Hyperplasis of prostato e 1 - 1
Other defined and ill-defined dlseanses 3 3 6
Motor vchicle accldents | 2 - 2
#ll other accldents ... i 3 - 3

|
Al causcs 60 52 112










