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W% i To ‘The Membars of the ILeiston Urban Distriet Couneil, ‘
b .# \ B

Gent lemen,

Aa your Medical OFfficer of Eealth, I have the honor to
present my report on the Sanitary conditions of the district |

|
during the year 1904, |L

MM: The general health of the distriect has been pood. -

The Death Rate 1s eminently satisfactory.

The Birth Rate iz up to the average for the last seven years, which
in view of the econditionszprevailing generelly is very pgood. i

The Infant Mortality is below the average.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES: With respect to Notifiable infectious disease the

the whole of the rest of England, have during the year, sufPfered

I
reaults u.r’re not 30 good as usual, There have been 30 cases ’1
| 4
notiPied as against 5 in 1903, 22 in 1902 and 27 in 1901. Ten of l
1
| these are ascribed to diphtheria, How we, in cormon with, I think, j
from a large number of undoubtedly infectious score throats, numbering, F

et

I suppose, several hundreds. A great many of these cases had all
the superficlsl aprearances of diphtheria, but of several swalbings !
I submitted to & London bacteriologist, not one was pronounced to
be diphtheria,

I am inclined to think therefore, that some of the cases notifled
may have bteen open to doubt., TVhere the diphtheria antitorin was
E:, = used,msome cases responded, whilst in others no marked result was

obtained, but when in doubt it is the wisest course toc be on the

'—"-‘-_-——- e

8af8 side and to act accordingly. .
There were no deaths attributed to diphtheria,

Your Council prosecuted one individual for exposing himself wilPully
whilsat sufferinpg Prom diphtheria, obtaining a conviction and
Substantial penalty, a very necessary proceeding in the interest

of the publie health,

i8 responsihble for twelve notifications.

Mild Scarlet Fever is a very insidious disease, and, FProm the lack
]

of mlf realisation on the part of parents that their Chlild may f

oI

ore the danger is realised, as J
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examplified by the Ffact that two Families ars responsitle Ffor 8 amt
of the 12 cases. "Prompt diagnosis & Isclation are necessary to
prevent the spread of this disease nmore particularly, and asz we have

no Isolation Hospital in the district, we may conpgratulate ourselves

L i

that there has not been a severe epidemic.

ERYSIPELAS: There were five cases notified,. The origin of this
disease is otscure, |
Continued Fever, one: and Puerperal Fever, two cases, nmake up the ]
total of 30. i
The DEATHS attributed tQ.HUTIFIABIE disease were two, vim: the two

i v

casas of Puerperal Fever;

No part of the district is especlally responsible in this matter of
infectious disease, even Paradise Place having only two cases, whereas |
in 1901 there were #0 out of a total of 27, |
Our POPULATION is INCREASING steadily every year, the number of
new houses also.

Tha‘EHDKING OF CHEEAP CIGARBETTES, when indulged in by the young, as
undoubtedly it 1s to a deplorable extent, is very harmful., Our ‘
legislators would do well to Follow the example of some of the American |
States, by making the sale of cigarettes to infants under the age of

16 years, an offence punishable under the law,.

HABITUAL DPRUNKENNESS is rarely met with, though, 1 am bound to say,
thnée is a great deal more liquor consumed in the distriet than is
good Por the Public Health. liot only do the individuals themselves
suffer, but so also do all those dependent on them,

SPITTING in the Streets, besides being a dirty, disgusting, and
unnecessary hablt, causes the spread of consumption when indulged
in by those suffering from this disease. Your Council has caused
hand bills to be posted requesting persons not to indulge in this

habit., I wish it were possitle to pass a bye law making it a

punishable offence.

MORTALITY: The DEATH RATE is very satisfactory, viz: 10,1 per 1000, as

against 12.3 in 1903, 16 in 1902, and 11,3 average for the last 7 yeams
Death Rate for East Suffolk 1903: 15.82. England & Vales 1903: 15.4
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OF the causes of death:

Bronchitis & old age combined
Heart Diseases

Consumption

deaths under one year

only.
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INFANT MORTALITY, shows a distinet improvement being 60.4 per 1000 births
registered, as against 142,8 for 1903, and 74 the averapge for the

last 7 years.

BIRTES, 91 Births reglstered as against 77 For 1903, &9 in 1902 and
80 the average for the last 7 years.
BIRTE RATE: 25.5 per 1000, 22,1 in 1903. 25.8 the 7 years averages
RATE FOR EAST SUFFOLK:1903:- 25.40. ENGLAND & WALES 1905:- 2B8.4

MARRIAGES: Mumber celebrated: 20. Rate 5:3 per 1000,

POPULATION: At the census of 1901: 3269. Estimated to end of 1903: 3548.
1904: Net gain by births over deaths: 55. By new comers over
removals: 119; making the population at end of 1904: 3647; being
a gain of 388 since 1901.

NEW HOUSES: BPBuilt during 1904: 30, of which 28 were occupied,

DRAINAGE: The new sewer continues to perform its vwork satisfactorily.
The number of connections at theend of 1903 was 54: there are now
83 shewing that the publie appreciate its usefulness. Eastward Fo
has had the sewer laid: there still remains Church & Central Roads,
Upton Place, Grimsey, Kitchener & Buller Roads to be dealt with,

I hope the Council will be ahle to deal with these roads
during 3905 as all houme refuse water, slops &e¢, have to be thrown
on to the gardens surrounding the houses. The old drain still
remains in use, being connected with the new gewer. This is a
mistake, as the connections to this drain are neither properly
trapped nor ventilated, The old drain should be done away with and
all conneoticons made to the new sewer,

The Septic Tank and Storm Water overflow have both worked
satisfactorily, the inereased out Flow capacity of the latter having

prevented the Flooding which occcurred previously.
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